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GRAINGER:

This is an electronic record of interview between Paul Grainger and Ms
Karen Barbey. Dated the 9th of July 2019 and the time by my watch is
10.12 am. We’re currently at the Wagga Wagga Police Station. Other than
myself there are two other people present, being Tim Fox and Karen
Barbey. For voice ID I’ll just ask each person to state their name, Karen?

BARBEY:

Karen Joan Barbey.

GRAINGER:

And Barbey is spelt B A R B E Y (spells). Is that correct?

BARBEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Tim?

FOX:

Tim Fox.

GRAINGER:

Karen, have you given consent to have your voice recorded today?

BARBEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Karen, can I have your date of birth please?

BARBEY:

The

GRAINGER:

Your current address?
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BARBEY:
GRAINGER:

.

, Wagga.
And your best contact number?

BARBEY:
GRAINGER:
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Thank you Karen. The ICAC is conducting an investigation into
allegations that since 2012, Mr Daryl Maguire, the former Member for
Wagga Wagga engaged in conduct that involved a breach of public trust
by using his public office, involving his duties as a Member of the NSW
Parliament and the use of Parliamentary resources to improperly gain a
benefit for himself, others and a company known as Gateway
International. That’s the scope of the Commission’s investigation. The
interview – this interview will form part of the Commission’s evidentiary
Sensitive
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holdings in this matter. There currently has been no determination about
how this investigation will progress. However when a determination is
reached, the contents of this interview maybe used by the Commission in
a further process and you may be called to give evidence. Do you
understand that?

5
BARBEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

I need to advise you that pursuant to the Independent Commission Against
Corruption Act it is a criminal offence to wilfully make a false or
misleading statement to an officer of the Commission exercising their
function under the Act. Anything you tell us today should be true to the
best of your knowledge and belief. Do you understand that?

BARBEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So there’s no misunderstanding, both Tim and I are Commission officers
and the interview we are conducting today forms part of our functions
under the ICAC Act. I need to remind you this is a voluntary process and
the Commission is not exercising a coercive power at this time. You are
under no obligation to take part and you are under no obligation to answer
any questions. Do you understand that?

BARBEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And Karen I’ve advised you that at any time during the course of the
interview you do not wish to answer a question, please tell us. If you wish
to suspend the interview please tell us. If you want a break, please tell us.
If you need clarification about any of the questions I ask you, please ask.
Carrying on I need to advise you, you are under no obligation to say or do
anything, that anything you do or say will be recorded and may be used as
evidence later on. Do you understand that?

BARBEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And evidence referred to a Commission proceeding or any criminal
proceeding commenced as a result of the Commission’s investigation or
as a result of information disseminated to another law – law enforcement
agency. Do you understand that?

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Karen, we’ve had a discussion prior to the commencement of the
interview in relation to your participation and a number of questions asked
and answered during that conversation. At this point in time are you happy
to continue to go ahead, yes?

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay we’ve had some hypothetical discussions in relation to referrals and
things like that and we’ve answered those suitably for you at this stage?

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Karen, what is your current occupation?
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BARBEY:

I’m at teacher at

GRAINGER:

Okay, how long have you been a teacher for at that school?

BARBEY:

22 years.

GRAINGER:

And that’s a public school, is that correct?

BARBEY:

Public High School.

GRAINGER:

Sure, okay, now we understand you’re currently the partner of Phil Elliot
is that correct?

BARBEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay and when did you start your relationship with Phil?

BARBEY:

Oh, November. I think it was 2013.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

I’m not good with numbers. ‘13 I think.

GRAINGER:

‘13 you think?

BARBEY:

I – (UNDECIPHERABLE) like that, 2013 I think.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

Towards it.

GRAINGER:

Your residential address, you mentioned before was

BARBEY:
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number?

.

GRAINGER:

And you reside there with Phil, is that correct?

BARBEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Do you have access to all parts of the house?

BARBEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay, does the house have a safe?

BARBEY:

Has a what?

GRAINGER:

A safe, does the house have a safe?

BARBEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay and what’s kept in the safe?

BARBEY:

Um, passports, cash, legal documents like I don’t know. It could be – I
don’t think my will’s in there. Just anything important, like super
important so I don’t lose it.
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GRAINGER:

Do you have access to the safe?

BARBEY:

Yeah I could, yeah.

GRAINGER:

With a key or is it a padlock or is it a combination lock or what is it?

BARBEY:

There’s actually two.

GRAINGER:

Mm hm.

BARBEY:

Yeah there’s ones with a key and then there’s a press button.

GRAINGER:

So is there two safes or is there one safe with two locking mechanisms?

BARBEY:

No, there’s two safes.

GRAINGER:

Two safes, yeah.

BARBEY:

Yeah the one in the bedroom has got the key and then the one in the
hallway, the cupboard has got the pad thing and I think it’s got a key as
well, I think.

GRAINGER:

Okay, so you indicated –

BARBEY:

(INAUDIBLE)

GRAINGER:

- before that important items are kept in the safe.

BARBEY:

Yeah I think so.

GRAINGER:

So is it both safes contain the same material or is it one is dedicated to one
–

BARBEY:

Either or.

GRAINGER:

Either or.

BARBEY:

I tend to use the one in the bedroom because it’s handier.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Now you mentioned cash before.

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And what’s – where did the cash come from that’s kept in the safe?

BARBEY:

There was a bit of money from my mum that she’s – was giving me and
then there was also some cash because I just throw some cash in there from
the sporting – I do some first aid stuff –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

- at the sports club so they just give me cash.
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GRAINGER:

So any cash that was in the house was your cash, is that correct?

BARBEY:

My – I couldn’t 100% say whether it was mine or – I know I had some
cash. When – at what point are we talking?

GRAINGER:

At any point in time. So –

BARBEY:

Um –

GRAINGER:

Did Phil put cash in any of the safes?

BARBEY:

He could have, yeah. I mean I don’t keep tabs.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

I just have my little envelopes and throw them in or just throw it in, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Tell us about Daryl Maguire. Do you know Mr Maguire?

BARBEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

How long have you known him for?

BARBEY:

30 years.

GRAINGER:

30 years?

BARBEY:

Yes. It’s actually a long time, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay so how did you come to know Mr Maguire?

BARBEY:

My friend from school. She worked at Harvey Norman. That’s when I first
met Daryl when he was managing Harvey Norman in Wagga.

GRAINGER:

Okay and do you consider him a friend?

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Do you socialise with him?

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Been to his house?

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

He’s been to your house?

BARBEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

In the times you’ve been to either you’ve been to Mr Maguire’s house or
Mr Maguire has come to your house, so I’m assuming what – from what
you’ve said there you had a friendship with Mr Maguire before you resided
with Mr Elliot, is that correct?
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BARBEY:

Yeah I had no idea they even knew each other. Yeah. Well I kind of worked
it out but yeah.

GRAINGER:

So from – you told us you started –

BARBEY:

I’ve known Phil for a long time as well?

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

In 2013 you indicated you moved into your current address with Mr
Elliott?

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

From that point forward when you were socialising with Mr Maguire, he
either comes to your house or you go to his or you’ll go to dinner. Was it
always with Mr Elliott?

BARBEY:

No, not always. I can sometimes see Daryl myself or –

FOX:

So your relationship is independent to that of Phil’s relationship with him?

BARBEY:

Yeah I’ve –

FOX:

It’s longstanding.

BARBEY:

- I’ve known Daryl –

FOX:

Yeah.

BARBEY:

- separate to Phil and –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

- together – separate and together, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Alright, so with the times that there’s been yourself, Phil and Daryl in a
social occasion, what’s generally discussed?

BARBEY:

Oh, just life. Kids, the families. (UNDECIPHERABLE) stuff, I don’t
know. He just – just anything and everything.

GRAINGER:

Business discussed?

BARBEY:

What sort of business?

GRAINGER:

Any sort.

BARBEY:

I don’t have business with – I don’t have business with Daryl.

GRAINGER:

What about Phil and Daryl discussing business?

BARBEY:

Occasionally, yeah but -
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GRAINGER:

What do they discuss?

BARBEY:

They obviously had been to like China, conversation. Like when they went
to China with the Wagga Chamber or something. Wagga something. I
don’t know I don’t really get in on – I just run my little life and yeah.

GRAINGER:

Do you understand that from time to time there may be conversations
either at Mr Maguire’s house or yours around – do you have a chiminea in
the back yard?

BARBEY:

We have a chiminea.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, discussions around the chiminea?

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Over some red wine?

BARBEY:

Oh yeah probably quite a bit.

GRAINGER:

Okay is business discussed then?

BARBEY:

I don’t (UNDECIPHERABLE) I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

I’ll just call it gibberish by the time I got to there, but anyway.

GRAINGER:

Have you been on holidays with Mr Maguire?

BARBEY:

Um, have I?

GRAINGER:

Mm. You and Phil been on holidays with Mr Maguire?

BARBEY:

Um, I’m trying to think. No, we attended his daughter’s wedding, Kara but
that was with lots of – lots of other people. We didn’t stay with him. No,
no holidays.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Has Mr Maguire ever introduced – introduced you to other MP’s?

BARBEY:

I’ve been to different functions where there’s been other - not Liberal Party
functions.

GRAINGER:

Who have you met?

BARBEY:

Um, Gladys – yeah Gladys and oh I don’t – I’m not really good with
names. I don’t know. That – just local ones. I don’t know. I’m not big on
politics.

GRAINGER:

So I understand you’re a member of the local Liberal Party. Is that right?

BARBEY:

No I’m not.
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GRAINGER:

You’re not now?

BARBEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

No, just with all this hoo haa I was like oh my god I’m out. Like –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

- basically I gave out – to help Daryl with like a dinner – little meeting
station at one of the primary schools and that’s – that’s pretty well – yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So what was the function you met the Premier at?

BARBEY:

There was one at the – one near the underpass. Met her there and I have
met her at Daryl’s place. We had dinner at night as well and I’m trying to
think. Um, I think those – oh and we went to Romano’s for dinner one
night.

GRAINGER:

Romano’s is a local restaurant is it?

BARBEY:

Yes, it’s on the corner of the pub – oh the pub, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

Just around there. Yes so there was four of us, yes, yeah.

GRAINGER:

You, Phil, Daryl, Gladys Berejiklian and that was at Romano’s?

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And dinner at – at Daryl’s house, just the four of you as well?

BARBEY:

Um, yeah, there were some other security, you know, people, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Police Officers that protect the Premier?

BARBEY:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

Don’t ask me when it was, it was –

GRAINGER:

No that’s okay.

BARBEY:

- it was way back. Like not way back but going back a bit.

GRAINGER:

So I just go back to holidays, you don’t recall going on holidays with Mr
Maguire at all?

BARBEY:

I’m honestly trying to think, holidays. No I don’t – no, no, not that I can –
it mustn’t have been very good ‘cause no, I don’t think so.

GRAINGER:

Do you know Gordon Tse?
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BARBEY:

Gordon?

GRAINGER:

Tse, T S E (spells).

BARBEY:

I know there’s someone called Gordon. There’s a – there’s a – there’s a
Chinese – is he Chinese?

GRAINGER:

Mm.

BARBEY:

Yeah. There’s – gave me a little dolphin thing like as in a –

GRAINGER:

What do you know about Gordon?

BARBEY:

Not much at all.

GRAINGER:

Mm hm.

BARBEY:

I don’t know, is he the restaurant one, I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

Mm hm.

BARBEY:

Yeah that would be -

GRAINGER:

You met him before?

BARBEY:

Not, I don’t think so, no, no.

GRAINGER:

Let’s talk about a company known as Gateway International. What do you
know about that company?

BARBEY:

It’s Phil’s company and then we redid our super and then – so as of last
April, like so 2018 April we – you know how you do your own super thing?

GRAINGER:

Mm hm.

BARBEY:

Yeah so I’m now part of that as well.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So what do you know the company to be?

BARBEY:

What it – what it is, what it does?

GRAINGER:

Mm.

BARBEY:

So Phil when he was doing some connections stuff with like – with the
RSL and taking people over to China and importing, like in bulk like for
the gun club and commercial club, yeah commercial/RSL’s and the Wagga
City, you know, the Wagga Chamber thing. He would take those people
and get them, you know, bulk furniture or whatever else and connect them
with the right Chinese people and import it back in. So sort of like a – an
importing –

GRAINGER:

Okay.
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BARBEY:

- business.

GRAINGER:

Was the company operating when you first – I’ll try and rephrase that.
When do you understand the company commenced to operate?

BARBEY:

I – well it was already going when I – it’s just been there as far as I know.

GRAINGER:

So – so you – you indicated to us that the company is involved with
connecting people –

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- in China to who wish to purchase.

BARBEY:

Businesses here. Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

That’s my understanding of it. I don’t – as I said I don’t really have
anything to do with it other than the super like –

GRAINGER:

Yeah. So what do you understand other than these answers you’ve given,
is there anything further – anything further that you know about the
company?

BARBEY:

(NO RESPONSE)

GRAINGER:

What role did Phil have?

BARBEY:

Well he – he has the connections I suppose the - he introduces the people
from here to his connections in China.

GRAINGER:

Okay, so who are the connections in China?

BARBEY:

I don’t really take any notice of that. I don’t – I don’t know names or
anything. I suppose I’ve heard of Gordon. If you said names I could go
yeah maybe this one or you know like they all take English names so some
of them – if you said a few names I might know -

GRAINGER:

Do you know of –

BARBEY:

- a couple, or one or two of them.

GRAINGER:

- Du Wei?

BARBEY:

I’ve heard of that name.

GRAINGER:

Okay what do you remember the name?

30

BARBEY:

Not much. I couldn’t say – I know there was a function at Daryl’s and there
was a lot of – there was a group of Chinese. One – two of them had got
married and then they came out and we had a barbeque. I don’t know
whether he was part of that group or not. I really don’t know. Du Wei
sounds fam – like sort of sounds –

35
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BARBEY:

- more familiar in terms of -

GRAINGER:

We discussed Gordon Tse.

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

You’ve indicated you’ve never met Gordon before?

BARBEY:

I don’t think so. I’ve really – I don’t think –

GRAINGER:

Have you travelled to China?

BARBEY:

No I have myself, like 25 years ago but not in – independent of –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

- my Mr (UNDECIPHERABLE), yeah. That was nothing to do with
Phillip or anything.

GRAINGER:

Julian McClaren?

BARBEY:

Julian, yeah, he’s – he’s the local bus – political/business person in Wagga
isn’t he?

GRAINGER:

Did he have anything to do with Gateway?

BARBEY:

I think he went on a trip on the Wagga Chamber thing or something. That
was about as –

GRAINGER:

When was that roughly?

BARBEY:

I’d be estimating – guestimating. Probably was 2015 or ’16. Sorry I’m very
vague –

GRAINGER:

That’s alright (INAUDIBLE) –

BARBEY:

- on dates and things. I just, yeah mum - mum was sick so I just – I’m
pretty just do my own thing anyway but yeah it’s not my focus.

GRAINGER:

What about Maggie Wang?

BARBEY:

I’ve heard of Maggie. I’ve heard her name before, yeah.

GRAINGER:

What do you know about Maggie?

BARBEY:

Um, not much I think. Is it – was - I – I’m not sure. I – I think she came to
Wagga once and we were away. Phil and I were away. I think she went to
Henty with Daryl and I know someone stayed at our place but I don’t know
anything else. I don’t think she was at the wedding. Daryl’s daughter’s
wedding. I don’t think so.

GRAINGER:

Okay so you said she stayed at your place, when was that?

BARBEY:

Someone stayed at our place once when we were away ‘cause we went to
New Zealand and just so it didn’t look awkward I think. You know like
Daryl didn’t want to have someone staying at his place, so you know like
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female because there was issues with his wife, his ex-wife. When was that,
was that the question?
GRAINGER:

Mm hm. When did you go to New Zealand?

BARBEY:

Which time? The place of choice. 2015 or ‘16. You’d have to look up on
the passport.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

Yeah I –

GRAINGER:

So one of the – one of your trips to New Zealand you think that someone
stayed at your house and it’s possible that person was – was Maggie, is
that right?

BARBEY:

Yeah, whoever went to Henty, yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

So do you know why Maggie was in Wagga?

BARBEY:

Not really.

GRAINGER:

Did you ask Phil?

BARBEY:

Not really, no. I was too busy worrying about going to New Zealand.

GRAINGER:

Didn’t ask why someone was staying at your house?

BARBEY:

No because if I trust – like if he trusts them then that’s fine. I mean if, you
know, I don’t second guess.

GRAINGER:

Did Phil travel to China for Gateway?

BARBEY:

Yeah I think that’s the whole business. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay. How many times did Phil travel that you’re aware of?

BARBEY:

Would be three.

GRAINGER:

Mm hm.

BARBEY:

Three.

GRAINGER:

Tell us what you recall about those trips, what their purpose was, who Phil
went with?

BARBEY:

God, yeah, the first one was just - it would have been early – early 2014.
Like January. Again it was like – I don’t know they’re all buying stuff for
the, either there was the RSL and then the Gun club. The Gun club was
more recent one and then the Chamb – is it the Chamber of, I don’t know
the Wagga Tourism – I don’t know where – what the phrase the – Wagga
Committee Tourism thing.

GRAINGER:

Sure.

BARBEY:

Yeah, so probably three I think.
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GRAINGER:

Three things.

BARBEY:

I think.

GRAINGER:

So we’ve got -

BARBEY:

I’m not really good – I’m not real good on –

GRAINGER:

- the – the –

BARBEY:

I think –

GRAINGER:

- The Clay Target Association? (INAUDIBLE)

BARBEY:

Yeah that was the more recent one, so.

GRAINGER:

You’ve got – you’ve mention the RSL Club trip?

BARBEY:

Yeah, yeah that –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

- probably was an early one.

GRAINGER:

And one with what you described as the tourism was it with the Council,
Wagga City Council?

BARBEY:

Yeah but it’s a link to – it’s sort of like Wagga, not Wagga Chamber,
Wagga –

FOX:

Did (UNDECIPHERABLE) assist the city (UNDECIPHERABLE).

BARBEY:

Yeah, yeah something
(UNDECIPHERABLE).

FOX:

So the Chamber of Commerce and the -

BARBEY:

Yeah, yeah.

FOX:

- Council together?

BARBEY:

I remember (UNDECIPHERABLE) because they were saying about the
road and a – yeah what would take us six months would take them 24 hours
and I’ve been to (UNDECIPHERABLE) so it was like, yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay so what order do you think that happened?

BARBEY:

What order?

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

BARBEY:

I would be –

GRAINGER:

Do your best.
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BARBEY:

Not guessing but I do like going oh I’m not sure about this. Definitely Clay
Target one was the most recent.

GRAINGER:

Mm hm.

BARBEY:

There may have been two RSL ones. I’m trying to think. I don’t really take
that much notice. It could have been – I’m only guestimating. It could have
been RSL sister – the sister city one. Like the –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

- chamber one.

GRAINGER:

So initially in the three trips starting from the beginning, who went with
Phil?

BARBEY:

Um, oh there was a whole group from the RSL and different people. The
– the Wagga City one was – Wagga Chamber one was like different. I
think that’s where that Julian, did he go – I don’t know I see – I’m not sure
if Julian McLaren. I think maybe he went on that one. There was the guy
from Borambola Wines.

GRAINGER:

Tim Burton.

BARBEY:

I was going to say Tony.

FOX:

No, Tim McMullen.

GRAINGER:

(UNINTELLIGABLE) sorry.

BARBEY:

Yeah, yeah the – the Clay Target one was – is it Tucker? I don’t know their
names.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

Yeah sorry, I’m a bit (INAUDIBLE) -

GRAINGER:

Did Daryl go on the trips.

25

BARBEY:

Oh yeah, yeah I believe so. Yes definitely the – the Wagga – Wagga one
‘cause I – there was – I remember getting a picture of them in the Wagga
Wagga Café which if you said the name of the person who runs it. I’ve
heard of him before. Yeah they had photos dressed up as Christmas.
Christmas photos with silly reindeer hats and things. Yeah.

30

GRAINGER:

So in respect to Mr Maguire attendance on these trips what role was he
going, what reason was he there for?

BARBEY:

Well that one I presume to believes he was representing Wagga. You know
this area, his job, you know like linked to his job and promoting the area.

GRAINGER:

His role as a Member of Parliament?

BARBEY:

Oh I presume so. Yeah like promoting the area and produce from this area.
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GRAINGER:

Did Mr Maguire have any – any involvement in Gateway?

BARBEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

Now the business that Gateway undertook it’s, you said it’s like a
connection type thing with connect people in China to Australia seeking
to purchase. Did – did the company receive payments for its activities?

BARBEY:

Does – does what?

GRAINGER:

Does the company receive payment for doing that?

BARBEY:

Phil, yeah that’s I suppose how he made some money, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay, (UNINTELLIGABLE) -

BARBEY:

I know they imported. Oh yeah like the powdered – because there was
some powdered milk and some meat they he’d organised that – to – so as
well as going there there’s also sending things over.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So tell us what you understand Phil had organised as the business
(UNDECIPHERABLE) you mentioned powdered milk and meat?

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Just tell us what you know about that and anything else you’re aware that
Gateway was involved in.

BARBEY:

So there was the – the meat, the milk, furniture for the RSL. Like decked
out the whole thing. The same with the Clay Target. That’s Tony Turner.
I just thought of the name, yeah. So that was like setting up the whole
function area and then the wines. So I think the RSL and the Clay Target
one was sort of the same sort of stuff like setting up a venue. Oh yeah
knives and forks and everything and then chairs and then the sister city one
was more a – a showcase of local produce and –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So you – you’ve got meat, milk –

BARBEY:

Meat, milk, furniture, wines.

GRAINGER:

- furniture and wine. So what was the meat, what – what was being
imported or exported?

BARBEY:

It was being sent from here to there. So exported.

GRAINGER:

Was that a local meat provider?
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BARBEY:

I’d be guessing. I don’t know who the supplier was. It could have been
Junee I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

Yeah I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

And the milk. What was the story with the milk what was -

BARBEY:

I think they were - I don’t know. At one stage Phil was trying to – you
know when powdered milk and skim, like, milk and was all very in need
over there. I – yeah – he was working – I don’t know who he was working
with, but who he was consulting with to try and get milk over there but I
don’t know if that – I don’t know if that came off but –

GRAINGER:

That was to export milk from Australia to China –

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- is that right?. Is that right?

BARBEY:

I think so.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

Yeah I don’t –

GRAINGER:

And the furniture we’ve discussed (UNDECIPHERABLE) -

BARBEY:

Yeah for the RSL and the Clay Target and the wines this - I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

What do you know about the wine?

BARBEY:

I know there’s Borambola Wines. There’s probably some others, maybe
from Griffith or somewhere out that way. I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So are these all people that Phil knew himself?

BARBEY:

Um, yeah has - I presume so. He’s met them or –

GRAINGER:

Yeah. So we understand that –

BARBEY:

- has been –

GRAINGER:

- that Phil is a – a Strata Manager?

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And prior to that he worked within the media industry?

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

BARBEY:

That’s way back, yeah.
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GRAINGER:

Yeah. And he’s – has he had – does he have any experience in exporting
meat, milk and wine?

BARBEY:

Oh, as in – what do you mean?

GRAINGER:

Well –

BARBEY:

I don’t know. Maybe – I think because he had an online sort of business
beforehand.

GRAINGER:

And what – what business was that?

BARBEY:

Is it Balls R Us or something. He had the golf ball type sales and then he
just moved in to other things, yeah.

GRAINGER:

So he was importing golf balls, is that the case?

BARBEY:

I don’t know. Not importing. I don’t think. I - this is pre-me. I don’t really
know much. I think it was calls Balls R Us and he had a friend that played
golf and then he played golf too and then they would sell golf balls online.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

Yeah I’m not sure where they got them from or were they, yeah but that’s
– maybe that’s how he got the online sort of –

GRAINGER:

It’s a fair step from exporting beef –

BARBEY:

Yeah um –

GRAINGER:

- or meat to China as opposed to distributing golf balls.

BARBEY:

I – I don’t know. We just – I don’t know how it’s evolved. I –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

I mean he’s fairly adept at meeting people and talking and like when he
focuses on something he’s pretty good at it like, yeah and he is a people
person so in terms of organiser as in connecting.

GRAINGER:

With – these issues how did you become aware that Gateway was involved
in these businesses, these ventures?

BARBEY:

Um, well Gateway’s just his business and that would be – do you mean
how I was – how –.

GRAINGER:

- How – how did you – yeah –

BARBEY:

- how do I know it’s structured?

GRAINGER:

No how did you know that –

BARBEY:

What do you mean?

GRAINGER:

- that Phil was involved with – in meat, milk, furniture and wines? How
did you know Gateway was involved in those?
Page 17 of 50

Volume 27

17

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

BARBEY:

Well basically he said not long after, yeah, not long after – I think it was
end the January. He went to China and obviously Gateway’s just his
business name and yeah he was going to China like in that first January
and then a few times. I don’t get the question, what do you mean? How
did he -

GRAINGER:

So we’ve discussed earlier on about discussions about business and you’ve
indicated that it’s not your thing. You didn’t really know about what
Gateway’s business was but you just listed –

BARBEY:

Oh just general discussion. I mean –

GRAINGER:

Oh so you’ve spoken –

BARBEY:

- if he’s going to China he – like it’s not like you don’t go oh yeah so what
are you – what are you doing.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

Like at the time. I don’t write down dates of –

GRAINGER:

No – no of course.

BARBEY:

- what he’s doing.

GRAINGER:

You do – you do converse about what’s going –

BARBEY:

Yeah, yeah, in daily – daily life, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

20

BARBEY:

I mean obviously I know his name of his company was Gateway and – and
then obviously I knew like the RSL, ‘cause he had to disclose that to the
board as well. The RSL Board and then obviously if he’s going overseas
I’m like oh yeah so where are you going, what are you doing sort of thing.
Just vaguely, you know, a bit of a timeline when are you back.

25

GRAINGER:

Who you going with?

BARBEY:

Occasionally, yeah. Usually I mean he went over – actually he did go over,
he did go over quickly. Like a four day thing from when I went to
Kingscliff. It could have been four, I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

You indicated one that you’re aware of that Mr Maguire went with him?

BARBEY:

Definitely the sister city one. Yeah I – I don’t – I – I – I couldn’t be specific
on anything else. I - I’m – I don’t think he went on the RSL one or anything
‘cause that was lots of people. I don’t know.
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GRAINGER:

So currently in your relationship with Mr Elliot are you - do you run
separate bank accounts or do you have – you share money or how do you
– how’s the relationship work?

BARBEY:

Um –

GRAINGER:

From a financial perspective?

BARBEY:

Oh yeah, yeah, no, I run my own show.

GRAINGER:

Okay –

BARBEY:

Yeah I don’t –

GRAINGER:

- and he runs his?

BARBEY:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Do you split living expenses or how does –

BARBEY:

Oh no I’m a sponge. I just – oh I just pay – I offer to pay and sometimes
he takes some money and sometimes he won’t.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

Yeah if there’s a bill.

GRAINGER:

Groceries?

BARBEY:

Yeah, yeah, no, we’ll go shopping. Like I’ll go shopping and buy things,
yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So separate – separate finances but you pool when necessary to buy
things.

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Is that a summary that’s reasonable of the situation?

BARBEY:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So you’ve discussed with us these ventures that Gateway were
involved in and you indicated that Mr Elliot from your understanding was
paid for those ventures, he received money.

BARBEY:

I presume so.

GRAINGER:

What was the money for?

BARBEY:

For connecting and then getting these people the best deal that they could
get.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

You know like as in showing them around like a little tour guide and taking
them to that shop. You know that – that person and then haggling and

20

25

30

Page 19 of 50
Volume 27

19

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

getting them the good price. Like an introduction fee yeah that might be a
-

5

GRAINGER:

So is it – are you aware of if it was a flat rate or was it a percentage based
on the sale or what was it?

BARBEY:

Would it be both. I presume you’d get a flat rate. I’m only guessing. I
presume there’d be a flat rate. Like for the whole tour thing and then I
presume if like ongoing things there’d be a percentage that would –

GRAINGER:

Never asked him this?

BARBEY:

I just presumed that would be – there may have been a discussion at some
point but I don’t know – I don’t really – that’s his realm. Like it’s –

GRAINGER:

So you never sort of said to Phil how does this company work and why are
you going to China and what’s it all about and –

BARBEY:

Not the nitty gritty, no.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

I don’t – he thinks it’s warranted like to – if it’s obviously he wouldn’t do
it if it wasn’t I suppose going to build connections or you know he’s not
going to lose money, I presume.

GRAINGER:

The payments received by Phil at Gateway –

BARBEY:

Yeah I’ve got no idea. I don’t know about any of the – how it’s structured,
how it’s paid.

GRAINGER:

Did you – do you ever see – ever recall seeing large amounts of cash in the
safe?

BARBEY:

Of mine or his or like –

GRAINGER:

Well –

BARBEY:

I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

If it’s not yours it’s going to be his so -

BARBEY:

Yeah, I – I don’t really go into that safe, like the hallway safe much, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall Phil – Phil ever pulling out cash to pay for something?

BARBEY:

Occasionally but we both do. Like I’ll take out a wad of money or I’ll get
a – well not a huge wad but a – some money that I gotten from mum or
somewhere and yeah just keep it in the safe ‘cause it’s easier. Like I don’t
carry cash. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Well that’s why they have banks for isn’t it?

BARBEY:

No. No, I’m not going to the bank all the time.

GRAINGER:

Have you ever put money into Gateway?
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BARBEY:

Um, yes. You mean when - from when?

GRAINGER:

Any point in time.

BARBEY:

My super’s going like all the time since 2000 and – oh well since last year.
Like April but I put some money in Gateway from my mum initially and
like I just called it rent or whatever ‘cause it wasn’t paying any – anything
so I wanted to make a payment. Like, you know, contribute and I would
have made a few payments into Gateway like lumps.

GRAINGER:

Tell us about them.

BARBEY:

You’ll get the sigh. I was closing in – in – previous life I was separating
from my ex-husband and I was actually making sure I was paid for my part
of a business. So I paid myself and I put some of that money not in the
bank and I put it into Gateway.

GRAINGER:

Mm hm and what sort of money are we talking about?

BARBEY:

Less than 10,000.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

Maybe I would have to go back over records which I haven’t got in front
of me but probably a few payments.

GRAINGER:

Less than $10,000 in total or at a time?

BARBEY:

Maybe five and five and you know. No more than 10 at one time. Maybe
-

GRAINGER:

Okay and why is that – why is it less than ten?

BARBEY:

I don’t know. I just thought that would be less bing towards the bank.

GRAINGER:

So you’re concerned that there would be an alert if $10,000 –

BARBEY:

Yeah, you know, how you walk in and the – and you deposit 10,000 or if
you take out 10,000 they sort of ask you questions.

GRAINGER:

Mm.

BARBEY:

Yeah. Oh okay, I just thought it was an amount that they come up with.

FOX:

Never happened to me.

BARBEY:

Okay, no I’ve been asked before why you taking out money, like why, you
know, that’s their crunch number but anyway that was my – that was my
– what was it – that was how I was putting some money aside if you know
what I mean.

FOX:

So just – just –

BARBEY:

It had nothing to do –
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FOX:

- just to – just to finish off that ex-husband thing. So you and your exhusband were involved in a business venture?

BARBEY:

Yes.

FOX:

Your – your marriage had terminated?

BARBEY:

It was terminated. Yeah it was going through the process –

FOX:

Yeah.

BARBEY:

- and the business was –

FOX:

And –

BARBEY:

Yeah.

FOX:

- you wanted to make sure that out of that business into which you were
an equity partner I’m assuming –

BARBEY:

Yeah exactly as in I contributed.

FOX:

- you put – I - yeah exactly.

BARBEY:

Yes.

FOX:

So you contributed financially. You wanted to make sure that you got out
of that business, forget everything to do with the other financial –

BARBEY:

Whoo haa, yeah.

FOX:

- settlement –

BARBEY:

Yeah.

FOX:

- but in relation to business you wanted to make sure that you got out of
that what you felt was appropriate. What you could get out and – and so
you took money out of that business account?

BARBEY:

No it wasn’t out of the account. It was just, I was doing the books.

FOX:

Right okay so you move money?

BARBEY:

I was always doing the book. I was doing the –

FOX:

Yeah so you did the books and you were (INAUDIBLE) that -

BARBEY:

- I was doing the little money thing every day, yeah.

FOX:

Right so you ensured that that money that you felt that was owed to you.

BARBEY:

Yeah, yeah, I took it.

FOX:

You got – you got it?

BARBEY:

Yeah that’s what I was telling you before.
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And do you put it – and you did that, you put it into Gateway and we’re
not interested in the whys or wherefores but that -

BARBEY:

Yeah – yeah basically there was a bit of ca – like a bit of cash, yeah.

FOX:

Yeah, okay.

BARBEY:

And it was cash and there was lump sum payments.

FOX:

Right, okay.

BARBEY:

Yes, that’s why I was asking before.

FOX:

So instead of putting it into say your bank?

BARBEY:

No, I didn’t really want it to go on my bank account.

FOX:

You decided to put it into Gateway?

BARBEY:

Yes.

FOX:

Yeah obviously and you spoke to Phillip about that?

BARBEY:

As a holding – yeah.

FOX:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So what do you –

BARBEY:

That sounds all very weird but anyway. Sorry about that.

GRAINGER:

What – what did you think the total amount was?

BARBEY:

Oh probably between 20 and 25,000.

GRAINGER:

Okay so is this separate from the money that your mother’s been giving
you as well is it?

BARBEY:

Yes it’s separate.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

Yeah mum gave me 10,000. Like she gave me 10,000. I think she’s
allowed to give you 10,000 – oh mum’s now past but she was allowed to
give you 10,000 every year. Like with her –

FOX:

Well she can give you what – she can give you what she’s like but there’s
obviously –

BARBEY:

Yeah – yeah – yeah but -

FOX:

- there’s – there’s potentially a tax implication over a certain amount.

BARBEY:

Yeah so she was very aware of – maybe that’s why I got the 10,000 thing
in my head but yeah she would do that as often as she could too.
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FOX:

Yeah.

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And was that in cash she gave you?

BARBEY:

Um, I think it – I’m not sure if it was – yeah well – she didn’t transfer it
by the bank. I don’t think. I would have to check. I don’t know, yeah, not
100% sure like how she –

GRAINGER:

Okay, did any of that money go into Gateway?

BARBEY:

Probably, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Why did it go into Gateway?

BARBEY:

Because I didn’t want to hit my account because I knew I was in for a very
messy settlement and I didn’t want the other person to get their greedy
little paws on it. That’s putting it very bluntly.

GRAINGER:

That’s fine.

BARBEY:

Hence I was asking about the tax implications and a can of worms, yeah.
It was all very messy but anyway.

GRAINGER:

So the money that – that was put into Gateway. So just tell me how that
was done. So you’ve got – you’ve described to us the situation where
you’re doing the books for your previous business. That was a gym wasn’t
it from memory. You had a – a gym set up with your ex-husband?

BARBEY:

Yeah - yeah. You got a good memory.

GRAINGER:

That you’ve been doing the books and money has been transferred across.
Was it – is it cash dollars?

BARBEY:

Oh it’s cash.

GRAINGER:

Cash.

BARBEY:

I’m talking cash.

GRAINGER:

That was – you gave that cash to Phil did he – did you or did you deposit
it into the Gateway account yourself?

BARBEY:

I had some cash - cash, and I may – I’m – I’m - there was mostly cash but
then I made deposits. I made a few deposits of – into Gateway as well from
my bank account to his bank account.

GRAINGER:

Okay, yours to his personal account and then into Gateway or from your
personal account into the Gateway account?

BARBEY:

From my personal account, there would be from personal account to
Gateway.

GRAINGER:

Okay and you did those electronic transfers yourself did you?
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BARBEY:

Yeah, I think so, yeah - yeah. As in did I do it? Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yeah you sat at the computer and went transfer here to here?

BARBEY:

Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yep.

GRAINGER:

So that –

BARBEY:

I remember like a few but I don’t know how many.

GRAINGER:

So we’ve got cash dollars?

BARBEY:

Can’t you – you could probably look them up.

GRAINGER:

You got – we’ll get to that.

BARBEY:

Okay.

GRAINGER:

We’ve got cash dollars?

BARBEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

That have to get into the account some way. How, don’t they. Someone’s
got to put them in the bank?

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So did you go to the bank yourself and put them in or did you give them
to Phil to put in the bank?

BARBEY:

Um, I - no it would - I think I would have done it.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

I don’t think I just go here bank this.

GRAINGER:

Then there’s –

BARBEY:

I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

Then there’s the electronic transfers which you indicated you have done
yourself?

BARBEY:

Yeah, yeah, I did a few electronic transfers.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

Yeah, so yeah.

GRAINGER:

Alright so other than the money from your business we’ve discussed and
the money from your mother, was there any other money that went – was
given to you – you were put – was there any of that money you put into
Gateway other than that?

BARBEY:

I think that’s more than enough.
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GRAINGER:

Okay. So how many times do you think that your mother gave you this gift
amount?

BARBEY:

At least twice. Yeah at least twice.

FOX:

And out of those two occasions how many times did you put that into
Gateway as opposed to just putting it in the safe?

BARBEY:

Well they could have sat in the safe and then I would of did it later. So it
could have been both.

GRAINGER:

Mm. And the money from your mother, where did your mother get the
money from?

BARBEY:

I don’t know. She sold some shares. I don’t know. She – I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

You didn’t ask?

BARBEY:

Well it’s mum’s money. I don’t know. I don’t ask her. Like I can’t ask her
now. She probably sold some shares or something or had it sitting in one
of her accounts. Oh hang on, well she’s dead, you can’t do anything to her.
She had a boarder as well and she wasn’t really supposed to, yeah, so there
was cash. As in not a lot of cash but she did have a boarder and she
(UNDECIPHERABLE) you know stocked it up.

GRAINGER:

Now the – the records at Gateway, where were they kept in the house?

BARBEY:

I have no idea. I don’t – as in the records of – online or –

GRAINGER:

Company records, yeah.

BARBEY:

I don’t have anything to do with it. I’ve never – I’ve never ventured into
that realm.

GRAINGER:

So is there a particular room where Phil would keep these things?

BARBEY:

Oh he has a – there’s a – the study where the computer is if they’re online.

GRAINGER:

What about hard copy records, bank statements, that type of thing?

BARBEY:

Yeah they’re in the filing cabinet or it could have been the BEC, like his
work. If there’s hard copy.

FOX:

At the – the office he has for the strata business?

BARBEY:

Yeah, yeah I presume. I mean if he keeps hard copy.

GRAINGER:

You discussed the money going to Gateway’s account and I assume that’s
an Australian - account with an Australian bank, is that right?

BARBEY:

Yeah, Westpac I think is Phil’s bank of choice.

GRAINGER:

Was there an overseas bank account for the company?
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BARBEY:

It’s probably – I would – I would guess there’d be some sort of money in
China – a China bank account wouldn’t there. Wouldn’t they – I don’t
know but -

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

- I would guess there would be.

GRAINGER:

Ever asked or been told there is?

BARBEY:

I don’t – I never asked. Don’t really –

GRAINGER:

You’re painting this picture as a bit of a blinkered type of
(UNDECIPHERABLE).

BARBEY:

I just didn’t really
need to know this shit. Like sorry. Can you edit that bit but seriously that’s
not on the radar. Like I just – that’s my world. Like I go to school, do my
stuff and if he’s doing his business and his little thing.

GRAINGER:

Do you remember Mr Maguire appeared at the Commission last year?

BARBEY:

As in one of these things?

GRAINGER:

No, actually in a formal hearing in Sydney (UNDECIPHERABLE).

BARBEY:

Oh yeah. I presume he did.

GRAINGER:

Well he appeared on the 13th of July 2018. Do you remember that day?

FOX:

When he gave evidence at the Commission about –

BARBEY:

Who are we talking, Phil or –

FOX:

No.

BARBEY:

- Daryl?

GRAINGER:

Daryl.

FOX:

Daryl. When he gave evidence in the public inquiry about – that was
related to the Canterbury City Council investigation.

BARBEY:

Oh okay, when he was on TV.

GRAINGER:

Mm hm.

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Do you remember that?

BARBEY:

Oh yeah I remember him on TV, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

Yeah.
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GRAINGER:

What – what happened after he appeared at the Commission? Did you talk
to him?

BARBEY:

I know he was quote unquote pissed off or angry and yeah but there was
like – there was a lot of – he basically – was there – was there a two week.
I don’t know there was a bit of gap and then everyone wanted him to retire
or resign and then he waited and then he resigned. Was that – was that –

GRAINGER:

That’s pretty much the timeline, yeah.

BARBEY:

Yeah, yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

On the day that he appeared at the Commission, he appeared in the
afternoon.

BARBEY:

Right.

GRAINGER:

And about 1 o’clock he started his evidence and finished about 4.30.

BARBEY:

Right.

GRAINGER:

Do you remember talking to him after that? Sending him a message?

BARBEY:

Oh probably like – probably, I don’t know. I don’t remember it but we
probably, we or Phil and I or me probably did. I don’t know he - did I?

GRAINGER:

Did Mr Maguire come and stay at your house after that at some point in
time?

BARBEY:

For the swap meet is that –

GRAINGER:

I don’t know.

BARBEY:

He always comes like – usually comes to the swap meet. Which is the –
it’s across the road at the showground. There’s a swap meet so that’s when
we sit around at the chiminea and after he’s had a day of swap meeting,
you know, buying and selling like not buying, buying, not selling farm
stuff.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

But after – I’ll just take you back to that day in July.

BARBEY:

I don’t even remember that day in July I’m sorry.

GRAINGER:

This – do you recall if Mr Maguire came and stayed with you? He went up
to Queensland afterwards to see his daughter and his son while he was ill.

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Between that period in time did Mr - do you recall Mr Maguire coming
and staying with you?

BARBEY:

If it was for the swap meet does that fit into that timeline?
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GRAINGER:

Well yeah - well yeah I – I don’t know.

BARBEY:

I don’t know either. I don’t remember – no I don’t remember Daryl – other
than the swap meet I don’t remember Daryl staying at our place.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

Other than the – and it would be towards the end of July. Yeah. Well Daryl
only ever stays at our place, like the swap meet so, end of July.

GRAINGER:

(UNDECIPHERABLE) when – and how often is swap meets?

BARBEY:

Once a year.

GRAINGER:

In July are they?

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay. This is June so –

BARBEY:

Oh I don’t know. Daryl wouldn’t have come and stayed at our place, I
don’t think outside of – outside of the swap meet.

GRAINGER:

Right.

BARBEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

After he appeared at the Commission did Mr Maguire ask that records
relating to Gateway be destroyed?

BARBEY:

I don’t know. I don’t –

GRAINGER:

Do you know if –

BARBEY:

I don’t have – I don’t have –

GRAINGER:

Do you know if Phil, did he destroy any records after that?

BARBEY:

I don’t know. No, I don’t.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

I’m not sure what they were – I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

Just going to show you a document.

BARBEY:

Oh great. Oh no.

GRAINGER:

This is a summary of transfers from your accounts to the Gateway
accounts.

BARBEY:

Right, so we can work this out.

GRAINGER:

Between 13 – between April 2013 and November 2016. Okay.

BARBEY:

(UNDECIPHERABLE) yes.
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GRAINGER:

I’ll show you this. In essence there’s a total of $64000 transferred.

BARBEY:

Right, okay, mm hm.

GRAINGER:

(UNDECIPHERABLE)

BARBEY:

Oh God, okay have you got a micr – like -

GRAINGER:

A bigger version?

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

No.

BARBEY:

I’m really quite visually challenged. Hang on just let me – yeah that’s the
Swift. That’s the Swift, yep, that’s the car. Yep. Yep, some bills. Am I
supposed to go through this or –

GRAINGER:

Yeah, just read them as (UNDECIPHERABLE) with them.

BARBEY:

Oh okay, oh yeah some back rent and some bills. Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah,
yeah, eh. Mm (UNDECIPHERABLE) ANZ. Mm hm.

GRAINGER:

So you’ve had a chance to read those?

BARBEY:

Yeah, kind of.

GRAINGER:

Are you surprised about the amount of money that’s involved?

BARBEY:

No because it’s all –

GRAINGER:

As in the total of $64,000.

BARBEY:

Oh it was a bit – little bit over what I thought I’d – in total. No, not
surprised.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So -

BARBEY:

I didn’t want to admit to it.

GRAINGER:

- are you – are you saying that to me now that that – that $64,000 was
money that had been obtained from the business you were involved in and
money from your mother?

BARBEY:

And money that I was putting aside myself, yeah. Yep.

GRAINGER:

You’ll see that on the 30th of September 2014 –

BARBEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- and the 9th of September 2014, $64,000 was transferred back into your
account.

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Had your divorce been finalised by that point?
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BARBEY:

What date?

GRAINGER:

September ’14.

BARBEY:

Um.

FOX:

Or at least a financial settlement anyway.

BARBEY:

Um, 14, I had a really – I don’t know whether we’ve been, yeah I think
we’d been through mediation by then. I would have to go back and check
what the dates and things – I don’t know exactly.

GRAINGER:

Okay if – I’m just trying to figure out if the purpose of putting this money
aside was into Gateway, was for the purpose of not your – not being part
of the divorce settlement which I understand what you said to me in
essence. If the divorce wasn’t finalised by that date why have you
transferred back into your personal account?

BARBEY:

I don’t know, maybe I bought something.

GRAINGER:

For $66,000? What would you have bought?

BARBEY:

Well I bought a house.

GRAINGER:

Mm hm.

BARBEY:

I bought a car earlier and I bought another house to pay off.

GRAINGER:

But the car – the money from the car –

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

It says transfer from Karen Barbey for the car. You transferred $5000 into
the Gateway account. So to buy a car why would you transfer money into
the Gateway account?

BARBEY:

Probably because Phil gave me the money to start with. I don’t know. I
can’t –

FOX:

Do you remember how you bought the car, did you buy or did Phil go and
buy it and then is that –

BARBEY:

Oh we – oh I checked it out and then paid cash for the car.

FOX:

You paid – so you bought a second hand car?

BARBEY:

Yeah.

FOX:

Okay, so you bought a second hand car, there’s no dramas. You paid cash?

BARBEY:

Cash for the car.

FOX:

Right, okay.

BARBEY:

Yeah.
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FOX:

So how does – what’s the link between that cash transaction and an
electronic transfer?

BARBEY:

Well I’d say Phil, I’m just guessing, but I’m saying – I would guess that
Phil gave me the money for the car and then I put it – I don’t know.

FOX:

Oh okay.

BARBEY:

I don’t know which way is this going?

FOX:

No, no.

GRAINGER:

This is money into Gateway. So this – this spreadsheet indicates –

BARBEY:

Right. Well maybe he’s – I’m just guessing, but maybe he’s paid for the
car and then I’ve paid him back.

FOX:

You compensated him but rather than compensate him into a personal
account you’ve compensated into the Gateway account?

BARBEY:

Yeah I’ve put it into a Gateway account.

FOX:

For reasons which – the reason which we’ve already –

BARBEY:

Yeah I’m – that sounds good, yeah sorry.

FOX:

Well no I – we just –

BARBEY:

I know.

FOX:

- because if you’re compensating him for the –

BARBEY:

You’re asking me questions I really don’t know. I just move money
around.

FOX:

But – yeah.

BARBEY:

At this stage I was just moving money around like –

FOX:

Right okay.

BARBEY:

- just to haa.

FOX:

Yeah.

BARBEY:

How do I know. I’m not good –

FOX:

Yeah it’s only – it’s only really that it’s –

BARBEY:

Hey I’m not the money person.

FOX:

I know but it’s – Gateway’s obviously an important part of our
investigation.

BARBEY:

I know – I know that’ll I’m just like –
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FOX:

So we have to sort of understand the finances of Gateway.

BARBEY:

Yeah well I just –

FOX:

We’re trying to get to the bottom why you would –

BARBEY:

Yeah put money in there.

FOX:

- put so much money in.

BARBEY:

Because I couldn’t think of anywhere else to put the money. Um and
because I wasn’t really contributing in any other way either. Like bills and
things so hence I would throw some money in there. Are you looking at
the same page as me?

GRAINGER:

Mm.

BARBEY:

Yeah, okay, yeah.

GRAINGER:

I am looking at that.

BARBEY:

Yeah, so I need to look up – do I keep this?

GRAINGER:

No.

BARBEY:

Oh can I screenshot it.

GRAINGER:

No.

BARBEY:

Oh, well –

GRAINGER:

This is your records from your bank account so –

BARBEY:

Oh alright -

FOX:

That’s all it is.

BARBEY:

- well I can just -

FOX:

It’s just a – it’s just a spreadsheet –

BARBEY:

A print out.

FOX:

- that’s been put together by a Commission officer.

BARBEY:

Oh okay, well –

FOX:

So the notations are from your bank statements.

BARBEY:

Oh yeah, yeah 764.

FOX:

They’re not – it’s not something we’ve written.

BARBEY:

Right.

GRAINGER:

So the one’s here that say utilities and rent what were you paying rent for?
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BARBEY:

‘Cause I wasn’t paying anything. I moved in with Phil.

GRAINGER:

Mm.

BARBEY:

Mm, so I rented out my house.

GRAINGER:

Mm.

BARBEY:

Which was still going through settlement so I was actually – yeah and then
I hadn’t paid anything for months. So I thought oh I better pay, contribute.
So I just did it in bulk. There was no set you’re going to pay me $150 a
week or anything like that. It’s just – I just threw money in.

GRAINGER:

And what’s – what’s heater bills. What’s –

BARBEY:

I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

- $2100?

BARBEY:

Oh gas bill for winter, I don’t know. As I said it’s just me throwing money
for – for the bills.

GRAINGER:

So this so when these transfers are done, normally electronic transfer, the
person who’s transferring the money says I want to put $3000 into this
account and it gives you an option to say what – what the reference is. So
it’s something that you would have typed in –

BARBEY:

Yeah, yeah, so I put down bills and things.

GRAINGER:

- at each – each time you’ve done that?

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So you’re saying –

BARBEY:

So I’ve typed that in.

GRAINGER:

You’ve typed that in?

BARBEY:

I’ve typed this in.

GRAINGER:

That’s reflective on what’s on your bank account.

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So if you’re paying money to Phil for – because you haven’t paid any rent
or anything like that, why’s it going to the Gateway account and not Phil’s
personal account?

BARBEY:

I don’t know. I suppose it’s - he didn’t want to – I don’t know. Just seemed
–

FOX:

So Phil must have given you his permission to –

BARBEY:

Yeah.
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GRAINGER:

- because that’s his business.

BARBEY:

Yeah.

FOX:

Do you recall –

BARBEY:

- he probably –

FOX:

- what – what we’re asking is can you recall why -

BARBEY:

- didn’t want to – I don’t know what the –

FOX:

- Phil said to you look don’t put this into my Phil Elliott account.

BARBEY:

Well I don’t remember a conversation of that exact thing like put it in this
account or that account.

FOX:

Right.

BARBEY:

Just maybe it was easier ‘cause with – I don’t know. There was no single
conversation of put it in this one and this one.

FOX:

I mean there are some scenarios. It might be for example they’re related to
your situation. Might be well look Gateway just needs a bit of extra cash
at the moment. I just need – ‘cause I’ve got some expenses coming up, can
you put the money into that. I’ll pay you back. That’s one scenario I could
think of that’s (UNDECIPHERABLE) that – where Phil might say that to
someone. Is that – is that possible?

BARBEY:

Um –

FOX:

Because if I was going to pay someone back and they said oh no don’t pay
me, pay my business I might say oh why?

BARBEY:

Oh well I –

GRAINGER:

(UNDECIPHERABLE)

BARBEY:

- I didn’t ask why. I just went –

GRAINGER:

(INAUDIBLE)

BARBEY:

- yeah I don’t remember there being a big problem with which account it’s
going to be or whatever else. It was just –

GRAINGER:

So that would show the turnover for that company that then makes it
subject to –

BARBEY:

I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

- BAS payments and all sorts of things?

BARBEY:

I got no idea. Maybe it was easier than the strata company because he
wouldn’t be – I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

I’m assuming Phil has a personal bank account?
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BARBEY:

Yeah I suppose, yeah Westpac. Yep, he’d have bloody hundreds of them
like with the business.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

I don’t know why he chose that one or why we chose that one. Probably
‘cause it was not as obvious to Phil. You know what I mean, like that link
of this money.

GRAINGER:

I’m just going to show you another document.

BARBEY:

Oh great.

GRAINGER:

This is a series of extracted sms messages. Now –

BARBEY:

From me?

GRAINGER:

These have been extracted from Mr Maguire’s phone.

BARBEY:

Mm hm.

GRAINGER:

You remember the day I asked you about the 13th of September two
thousand and – sorry 13th of July 2018, the day that Mr Maguire appeared
at the Commission? These are recorded as being sent to and from Mr
Maguire’s phone to your mobile telephone.

BARBEY:

Mm hm.

GRAINGER:

So I’ll just show you that. Start from the top down, so they’re in time order.

BARBEY:

Right.

GRAINGER:

From the bottom up.

BARBEY:

Oh yeah.

GRAINGER:

So top down it moves down as time. So the first message I’m talking about
is one that is incoming to Mr Maguire phone.

BARBEY:

So this is what we’ve said. The first one’s what –

GRAINGER:

What your phone –

BARBEY:

I’ve sent.

GRAINGER:

- has sent to his –

BARBEY:

So this is me.

GRAINGER:

‘Dear darlie, no matter what happens we’re always here for you, Phil
Karen and Moo’ and I assume Moo’s a dog is it?

BARBEY:

Yeah, Monte. Yeah Monte Moo, yeah. Oh god, he got a mention, yes.

GRAINGER:

And then Mr Maguire replied back to you. It says ‘Ta, just remember your
phones can’t be traced unless you have an old one with lots of shit on it.
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So the lesson is always get new technology. Everyone needs to do it
regularly’.
BARBEY:

Oh that’s, yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay. He’s then sent a little while later another message, only a couple of
seconds later tell your close friends –

BARBEY:

Right.

GRAINGER:

Now when you receive them, do you recall receiving these messages?

BARBEY:

I remember sending him a message of support. Yeah because he was on
the news and everything else and everything, yeah, yep.

GRAINGER:

And – and tell your close friends. Who do you think that would be?

BARBEY:

None of my friends are going to make any –

GRAINGER:

So is it fair to assume that that was Phil he’s referring to?

BARBEY:

Is this to me?

GRAINGER:

That’s to you.

BARBEY:

This is to me?

GRAINGER:

To you.

BARBEY:

He’s probably just talking in general to both of us but yeah as in he’s
venting.

GRAINGER:

Okay, mm hm.

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

He’s telling you to basically –

BARBEY:

Basically ditch your phone.

GRAINGER:

- ditch your phone, pretty much.

BARBEY:

Ditch your phone, yeah because –

GRAINGER:

Tell your close friends.

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So –

BARBEY:

There’s nothing on my phone so well – let me read.

GRAINGER:

The next message is –

BARBEY:

Yeah.
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GRAINGER:

- ‘hope Phil is spring cleaning, getting ready for my visit’.

BARBEY:

Right.

GRAINGER:

Which is only a few seconds, a couple of hours later.

BARBEY:

Oh okay. Yep so he’s on a rantan yeah. So he’s -

GRAINGER:

And then he says –

BARBEY:

- and clearing out crap –

GRAINGER:

- crap and ship which -

BARBEY:

Shit.

GRAINGER:

– and he corrects that to shit.

BARBEY:

Yeah, okay.

GRAINGER:

So by cleaning out crap and shit, what did you think he meant?

BARBEY:

I–

GRAINGER:

All these messages are to you?

BARBEY:

Yeah I know, but -

GRAINGER:

And there’s no response saying Daryl, what are you talking about?

BARBEY:

Oh well, he’s on a rantan and so I don’t – it’s just him venting. Yeah I
don’t have an issue to clear out so I’ve got my own shit like.

GRAINGER:

So Mr Maguire’s appeared at the Commission.

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

He’s been played an intercepted telephone call where he’s discussing
(UNDECIPHERABLE)–

BARBEY:

Yeah so he’s telling everyone to clear out their shit.

GRAINGER:

So he’s saying basically get rid of stuff.

BARBEY:

Yeah well –

GRAINGER:

Why would he be telling you to tell Phil –

BARBEY:

Well he doesn’t say to tell Phil –

GRAINGER:

He says – he says – he says –

BARBEY:

- he’s talking – I presume he’s talking to both us.

GRAINGER:

- he says I hope that Phil is clearing out crap and shit.
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BARBEY:

Mm. Obviously he thinks he’s got shit, I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

So what shit would Phil have?

BARBEY:

Oh I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

Didn’t you ask, what – what the hell is this about Phil?

BARBEY:

Well there was that much hoo haa going on with Daryl like, I don’t know.
Just stuff I wouldn’t know. It’s not my –

GRAINGER:

He said this to you though not to Phil, to you?

BARBEY:

Yeah because I’ve contacted him and said obviously Phil – Phil – is - have
you got one from Phil?

GRAINGER:

Well I – I – I can’t show –

BARBEY:

I’m sure you have. Yeah so Phil’s someone who’s just – he’ll just – he
obviously sent it to me –

GRAINGER:

To pass a message?

BARBEY:

Probably, like to – to vent, yeah probably, yeah. I mean he’s venting.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

Yeah and he’s probably sent that to, I don’t know, he could have sent the
same thing to every single – I don’t know. He could have sent it to – I
mean Daryl knows a lot of people so he’s probably just going this – this –
this sucks, this – get rid of anything and everything that you don’t want
everyone to know.

GRAINGER:

Okay, so do you remember talking to Phil about it at all?

BARBEY:

We were concerned about his – Daryl’s, you know, wellbeing. Yeah we
were discussing –

GRAINGER:

So as part of the discussion do you recall discussing the fact that Daryl has
said basically ditch your phone, get rid of - clear the shit out?

BARBEY:

Yeah but not so much that more his mental wellbeing, yeah at the time.
Yeah, okay, well we’ve pretty well just ignored it really until – yeah I
didn’t reply to any of that crap anyway. So I just took it as him venting and
then we’ve said something about the roast and the red.

GRAINGER:

Mm.

BARBEY:

Yeah so that’s when he came around for the –

GRAINGER:

Which is the 3rd of August some - one month later.

BARBEY:

Yeah. So we -

GRAINGER:

Obviously two weeks later. So that would be the – the swap meet?
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BARBEY:

Yeah so that would be the swap – that would be the swap meet.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

Yeah, yeah. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

No problems. Anything you want to clarify Tim?

FOX:

Just earlier on in the interview –

BARBEY:

That would be –

FOX:

You’re still looking at the extraction, yeah it goes down to -

BARBEY:

Oh it just goes down ‘till – oh I went out there for James’ birthday. Yeah,
yeah, that’s his son as you’d know and now, the cake and stuff, yeah. Okay,
yeah. Okay.

FOX:

Earlier on in the interview Paul asked you whether Daryl was involved
with Gateway and you said no. What was the basis of your answer?

BARBEY:

Well it’s Phil’s business. I mean they obviously have crossed – not crossed
paths but Daryl has been with Phil on the Chamber, you know that trip. I
don’t know -

FOX:

Yeah.

BARBEY:

- (UNDECIPHERABLE) some others maybe the – you know the
(UNDECIPHERABLE) one.

FOX:

Mm.

BARBEY:

The group from Wagga.

FOX:

Sure.

BARBEY:

Yeah.

FOX:

So that makes you think that maybe they’ve crossed paths?

BARBEY:

Well they were – I know they travelled over and or back together.

FOX:

Ok, on at least one occasion?

BARBEY:

Yeah.

FOX:

Or maybe more?

BARBEY:

Yeah.

FOX:

And you said earlier that on one occasion you went to Daryl’s house and
there was some Chinese people there?

BARBEY:

Yeah. I can’t think of their -

FOX:

And when you went there I’m presuming you went with Phil?
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BARBEY:

Yep.

FOX:

And was that in any way connected to Gateway?

BARBEY:

Um, yeah. It was well – it was social but the two of the – two of them were
married. They just got married and they were out here on their honeymoon
and one of them was the interpreter and one of them worked in one of the
– not factories but in the businesses over in China.

FOX:

Okay, so one of them was an interpreter?

BARBEY:

I think so.

FOX:

Is that male or female?

BARBEY:

He was male.

FOX:

So male.

BARBEY:

And she was in the - she was someone who – not production but you know
in the business -

FOX:

Did she work for Gordon Tse in Guangzhou?

BARBEY:

Gordon, is he the Chinese – is he –

FOX:

The guy who used to run the restaurant in Wagga.

BARBEY:

The restaurant. I don’t think that’s –

FOX:

So how did Phil know them?

BARBEY:

Through – through going to China and through trips to China.

FOX:

And how did Daryl know them?

BARBEY:

The same I suppose and yeah – yeah so there’s – they all – they obviously
all know people that – they all know each other. In that group I would be
the outsider.

FOX:

Yeah.

BARBEY:

Yeah. So – not totally outside. Yeah.

FOX:

So what – so there’s commonality between Daryl and some of Daryl’s
connections in China and there’s commonality between Phil and his
connections in China.

BARBEY:

Yeah, yeah.

FOX:

And Phil and Daryl have travelled together or at least - I’m not saying
travel together but have - what about being in China at the same time as
opposed to travel together. How often has that happened?

BARBEY:

I would – I would guess maybe two or three times. I -
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FOX:

Two or three times. And what were they –

BARBEY:

I couldn’t –

FOX:

- doing together?

BARBEY:

Well they – they were in together in (UNDECIPHERABLE) promotion.

FOX:

Okay, so put that one to one side –

BARBEY:

Yeah.

FOX:

- and there was obviously some other things that went on in relation to
Wagga produce –

BARBEY:

Yeah.

FOX:

- in relation to that trip?

BARBEY:

Yeah.

FOX:

But what about the other couple of occasions where they were in China at
the same time?

BARBEY:

I don’t know specific - like which – I don’t know which trips. I don’t know.
Could be (UNDECIPHERABLE).

FOX:

Isn’t the case that they were working together on certain projects that
would benefit Gateway?

BARBEY:

I think – oh I don’t know. I think Daryl probably knows more. Ch - has
more Chinese connections than what Phil does and he would be
introducing him to Phil who would then introduce the other people. That’s
–

FOX:

How – how does Phil arrange these trips? Does he use a travel agent or did
he use a travel agent?

BARBEY:

Not, not, the later ones. Not that I’m aware of. Like he sets it all up.

FOX:

How does Phil –

BARBEY:

It’s not hard to jump online.

FOX:

- get his visas?

BARBEY:

Organised?

FOX:

Hm.

BARBEY:

He’s got a – is it OPEC, OPEC, APEC.

FOX:

I think it’s APEC isn’t it.

BARBEY:

Yeah, one of those cards.
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FOX:

That doesn’t get you a visa though.

BARBEY:

Oh okay.

FOX:

That just –

BARBEY:

Multiple visits.

FOX:

Yeah that can help you with – streamline through –

BARBEY:

Okay.

FOX:

- customs if you arrive and can be beneficial in that way.

BARBEY:

Right.

FOX:

I know there’s that one benefit of it. My understanding is it doesn’t help
you with Visa applications.

BARBEY:

Yeah I’m – don’t you apply to the embassy or do you –

FOX:

I don’t know. Well did you know how Phil organised his Visa’s for these
trips?

BARBEY:

Not really.

FOX:

Okay.

BARBEY:

Just – go through an embassy or get it organised. Pardon me.

GRAINGER:

Was – was Phil involved in a – a job placement enterprise where people
would be placed in certain positions in Wagga?

BARBEY:

There was. I remember a brief conversation about – there was someone
came to Wagga that was looking to try and get someone – some work
placement. Like some – there was discussion. I don’t know a lot about
discussion.

GRAINGER:

Okay, so what – just tell us what your understanding was?

FOX:

You point - when
(UNDECIPHERABLE)?

BARBEY:

Yeah I was – yeah, yeah, I just remember there was something about – I
just remember there was a – a brief discussion like he’s in conversation,
you know, between like – just brief discussion something about maybe
having some people trying to organise some people to come and do some
work placement and then that was about it.

FOX:

To who was that discussion between?

BARBEY:

Um, I’m leaning towards this one but I – I really don’t know.

FOX;

(UNDECIPHERABLE) Maggie there?
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BARBEY:

Yeah I really – I really don’t know. I know Phil had a conversation with –
he said to me that he talked to Peter Bell which is at the RSL. So I’m
thinking there’s maybe – there was some sort of discussion at the RSL
whether they could, you know.

GRAINGER:

So how did – how did Phil know Maggie?

BARBEY:

Um, again if it’s the person I’m thinking of it’s – it would be – I think it
would be – I’m not - I can’t say 100% but it might have been one of –
might have several people that Daryl might have introduced him to or I
don’t know.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

BARBEY:

Okay it’s just a network of web of –

FOX:

Do you know her as Maggie Wang or – or Maggie Logan?

BARBEY:

No.

FOX:

Do you have a surname for her?

BARBEY:

No.

FOX:

Okay.

BARBEY:

If you showed me a picture. I’m good with faces. Not good with names.

GRAINGER:

So the – you’ve indicated that there was some discussion in relation to
Maggie and the RSL Club and placement of people from what you can
recall.

BARBEY:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

Just briefly the – the – might even been – could have been further out too
like someone – I don’t know (UNINTELLIGABLE) I don’t know it was
just very –

GRAINGER:

Was it a conversation between you and Phil or was it a conversation
between Phil and Maggie that you were party to?

BARBEY:

No, no, other – other than – I don’t know if it’s the same person that was
at – that was at the wedding but I have a – I don’t think I’ve met Maggie
in Wagga. I think I’ve only met her at – I think if it’s the same person I
think I’ve only met her at Daryl’s daughter’s wedding. So no it wasn’t a
conversation that – this was just a conversation between Phil and I. Like
just in brief and passing. I said something about – I don’t know do you
want to organise some work for some people.

GRAINGER:

Were they Chinese Nationals? (UNDECIPHERABLE)

BARBEY:

Well I presume so, yeah.
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GRAINGER:

And were they seeking visas?

BARBEY:

I presume if they are coming here to work they’d need a visa.

GRAINGER:

Okay and was Phil to be paid for any part of this enterprise?

BARBEY:

I presume if he’s working and he’s introducing people and doing things he
would be paid. That is only my presumption, yeah.

GRAINGER:

You’ve never asked?

BARBEY:

Well the whole business would run on him organising and setting things
up.

GRAINGER:

So was it the case that you understood (UNDECIPHERABLE) part of
Gateway?

BARBEY:

Pardon?

GRAINGER:

Was this part of Gateway was it?

BARBEY:

I presume everything he does, he runs under Gateway.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOX:

Sorry, everything to do with China in particular is Gateway? Strata’s over
here, that’s just separate?

GRAINGER:

Oh yeah Strata’s separate.

FOX:

And then Gateway, anything to do with China connecting people for
business –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

FOX:

- exporting to or importing from –

BARBEY:

Yeah or connecting people.

FOX:

That’s all under Gateway?

BARBEY:

Yeah –

FOX:

And your –

BARBEY:

- it’s totally – totally separate.

FOX:

- and – and your – I’m just going to summarise and tell me if I’m wrong.
Your understanding is that Daryl had a lot of connections in China?

BARBEY:

Mm hm.

FOX:

Daryl introduced Phil to a number of people?

BARBEY:

Mm hm.
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FOX:

One of those was Maggie?

BARBEY:

Yep.

FOX:

Du Wei was another one?

BARBEY:

Yeah I heard, yeah. Du Wei. Yeah, I’m not sure.

FOX:

And that you – that they were in – they’ve been in China on at least two or
three occasions together and that –

BARBEY:

(INAUDIBLE)

FOX:

- when Phil is in China, he’s there trying to generate business for Gateway?

BARBEY:

Yeah, yep, that would be a good way of putting it. Yeah that’s – go with
that.

GRAINGER:

Is that – is that reflective of your knowledge? We’re not trying to put words
into your mouth.

BARBEY:

No, no, no, you –

GRAINGER:

I’m trying to understand –

15

BARBEY:

- You summarising it much better than me, yeah. I’m – I’m going to be
really racist. I haven’t met a lot of these people but I mean I know their
names maybe but I don’t know which ones I’ve met and which ones I
haven’t because they all look the same to me but there – yeah I – I don’t
know which is which.

20

GRAINGER:

Have you ever been to Parliament House to visit Daryl?

BARBEY:

In Sydney?

GRAINGER:

Yes.

BARBEY:

No I haven’t. I want to.

GRAINGER:

Okay has Phil?

BARBEY:

Yeah, yeah –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

- I think so. Yeah he’s been up to Sydney.

GRAINGER:

And what were the purpose of Phil going to see Daryl in Parliament House
be?

BARBEY:

Phil had to go up for some Strata CPD point things in the city and I think
dropped in and had lunch and organising stuff. I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

Mm hm. Have you heard of the name Mr Li mentioned before?

BARBEY:

No.
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GRAINGER:

No?

BARBEY:

I don’t know a Mr Li, no.

GRAINGER:

What about Joe Alha?

BARBEY:

Is that little Joey, as in –

GRAINGER:

He’s a builder.

BARBEY:

Yeah, yeah, I met him, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

Yeah he was at the wedding and I’ve met him at Daryl’s place again, yeah.
He’s friends with Daryl –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

- yeah.

GRAINGER:

So then Joe and him are friends are they?

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay. I understand you attended Daryl’s 60th birthday party?

BARBEY:

Yeah he was there, yeah.

GRAINGER:

So Joe was there?

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Who else was there?

BARBEY:

Oh, you say names and I’ll tell you.

GRAINGER:

Was Maggie there?

BARBEY:

No, no.

GRAINGER:

You said Joe was there?

BARBEY:

Yeah, Joe and one of his family, yeah. Wasn’t his wife. It was –

GRAINGER:

Was Jimmy Liu there?

BARBEY:

Is that a Chinese person, alright, no.

GRAINGER:

No?

BARBEY:

There was no Chinese there.

GRAINGER:

No Chinese at all?

BARBEY:

I don’t recollect there being anyone –
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GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

- of - no one that I went oh you’re such a – you know how like if you meet
someone you put the name to the face. There’s was no one – none – no, it
was just a very small –

GRAINGER:

So other than Joe Alha –

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- were the rest of the people from the Wagga area?

BARBEY:

Yeah and Griffith, like family and that, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay and what’s -

BARBEY:

There was no – there was no - oh there were people that he works with but
locally kind of thing.

GRAINGER:

Local work (UNDECIPHERABLE) his electorate office staff?

BARBEY:

Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah

GRAINGER:

Sarah Vassey –

BARBEY:

Is she the young one, the little pregnant one?

GRAINGER:

The young blonde woman. I don’t know if she’s pregnant or not, don’t
know.

BARBEY:

Oh okay, yeah, there was people who I’d seen before that had worked with
the election and stuff.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

Yeah. But there was no –

GRAINGER:

Gerry McCormick?

BARBEY:

McCormick.

GRAINGER:

Owns Cottontails Winery.

BARBEY:

Got a picture?

GRAINGER:

Tim McMullen from Borambola?

BARBEY:

I don’t think they were there.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

I know what they look like but no I don’t –

GRAINGER:

So how many people were there roughly?

BARBEY:

Forty to fifty.
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GRAINGER:

Okay did Phil go?

BARBEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

Why not?

BARBEY:

Because you said he wasn’t allowed to talk to him and he’s very strict on
that.

GRAINGER:

And when did we say that?

BARBEY:

Well Phil said I’m not allowed to talk to you or anyone else about anything
so don’t ask and he’s very strict on that.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

Yeah. No, he dropped me off and then I went and then he picked me up.

GRAINGER:

Did Daryl say where’s Phil?

BARBEY:

Um, no. I think he knows. Like he knows that he can’t talk and
communicate with him ‘cause of everything. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Someone would have had to have told him that though?

BARBEY:

I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

Um –

BARBEY:

I don’t know what you’ve already told Daryl and I only know what Phil
said, you can’t –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BARBEY:

- don’t ask, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Karen, at this point I’ve no further questions to ask you. After the event,
we often find that people reflect on what they’ve said.

BARBEY:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

And if you think you have provided anything that has been unintentionally
untrue or false I would invite you to let us know after you reflect on the
matter. Conversely if you recall something you may think that is relevant
to our investigation please contact either Tim or I.

BARBEY:

Oh.

GRAINGER:

Now, the – just in closing, have the answers you given in this interview
today been given of your own free will?

BARBEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Has Tim or I held out any threat or promise or inducement to you to take
part in this interview today?
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BARBEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

And are the answers you have given to my question and Tim’s questions
true to the best of your knowledge and belief?

BARBEY:

Yeah. What I can remember or recall (UNDECIPHERABLE) bit sketchy.

GRAINGER:

And do you – do you have any complaints about the conduct of Tim and I
during this interview today?

BARBEY:

No. No, you –

GRAINGER:

Karen, thank you again for your time and coming to see us. The time is
now 11.41 am and I’ll finalise the interview.

BARBEY:

Okay.

END OF INTERVIEW
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All Transactions

G8WAYINTERNATIONAL PTY LTD PAYMENTS FROM AND TO KAREN BARBEY PAYMENTS
PAYMENTS TO KAREN BARBEY
INDEX DATE
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

26‐Apr‐13
29‐Apr‐13
01‐May‐13
02‐May‐13
05‐Jul‐13
05‐Jul‐13
19‐Jul‐13
25‐Jul‐13
13‐Aug‐13
30‐Aug‐13
16‐Sep‐13
10‐Oct‐13
14‐Jan‐14
10‐Feb‐14
14‐Mar‐14
14‐May‐14
25‐Jun‐14
27‐Jun‐14
30‐Jul‐14
09‐Sep‐14
30‐Sep‐14
20‐Nov‐14
21‐Nov‐14
25‐Nov‐16

BANK DESCRIPTION
TRANSFER FROM KAREN BARBEY CAR DEPOSIT KB
TRANSFER FROM KAREN BARBEY KB CAR
TRANSFER FROM KAREN BARBEY CAR DEPOSIT KB
TRANSFER FROM KAREN BARBEY TO CAR DEPOSIT
TRANSFER FROM KAREN BARBEY KB BILLS
TRANSFER FROM KAREN BARBEY KBRENT10 5 TO 19 7
TRANSFER FROM KAREN BARBEY BILLS KB
TRANSFER FROM KAREN BARBEY KB
TRANSFER FROM KAREN BARBEY KB RENT UTILITIES
TRANSFER FROM KAREN BARBEY KB RENT AND BILLS
TRANSFER FROM KAREN BARBEY UTILITIESBILLS KB
TRANSFER FROM KAREN BARBEY KB UTILITIESRENT
TRANSFER FROM KAREN BARBEY RENTKB
TRANSFER FROM KAREN BARBEY KB UTILITIES RENT
TRANSFER FROM KAREN BARBEY KB RENT BILLS
TRANSFER FROM KAREN BARBEY RENT BILLS KB
TRANSFER FROM KAREN BARBEY RENT
TRANSFER FROM KAREN BARBEY HEATER BILLS
TRANSFER FROM KAREN BARBEY RENT KB JULY AUG
ANZ INTERNET BANKING FUNDS TFER TRANSFER 813622 TO
EB 12823 TO 824324
ANZ INTERNET BANKING FUNDS TFER TRANSFER 953274 TO
ANZ INTERNET BANKING FUNDS TFER TRANSFER 654935 TO
ANZ INTERNET BANKING FUNDS TFER TRANSFER 902209 TO

ACCOUNT NAME

MISS KAREN J BARB
BARBEY MI
MISS KAREN J BARB
MISS KAREN J BARB

ACCOUNT NUMBER

G8WAYINTERNATIONAL PTY LTD
G8WAYINTERNATIONAL PTY LTD
G8WAYINTERNATIONAL PTY LTD
G8WAYINTERNATIONAL PTY LTD
G8WAYINTERNATIONAL PTY LTD
G8WAYINTERNATIONAL PTY LTD
G8WAYINTERNATIONAL PTY LTD
G8WAYINTERNATIONAL PTY LTD
G8WAYINTERNATIONAL PTY LTD
G8WAYINTERNATIONAL PTY LTD
G8WAYINTERNATIONAL PTY LTD
G8WAYINTERNATIONAL PTY LTD
G8WAYINTERNATIONAL PTY LTD
G8WAYINTERNATIONAL PTY LTD
G8WAYINTERNATIONAL PTY LTD
G8WAYINTERNATIONAL PTY LTD
G8WAYINTERNATIONAL PTY LTD
G8WAYINTERNATIONAL PTY LTD
G8WAYINTERNATIONAL PTY LTD
G8WAYINTERNATIONAL PTY LTD
G8WAYINTERNATIONAL PTY LTD
G8WAYINTERNATIONAL PTY LTD
G8WAYINTERNATIONAL PTY LTD
G8WAYINTERNATIONAL PTY LTD

ANZ BUSINESS ADVANTAGE ACCOUNT 012‐823
ANZ BUSINESS ADVANTAGE ACCOUNT 012‐823
ANZ BUSINESS ADVANTAGE ACCOUNT 012‐823
ANZ BUSINESS ADVANTAGE ACCOUNT 012‐823
ANZ BUSINESS ADVANTAGE ACCOUNT 012‐823
ANZ BUSINESS ADVANTAGE ACCOUNT 012‐823
ANZ BUSINESS ADVANTAGE ACCOUNT 012‐823
ANZ BUSINESS ADVANTAGE ACCOUNT 012‐823
ANZ BUSINESS ADVANTAGE ACCOUNT 012‐823
ANZ BUSINESS ADVANTAGE ACCOUNT 012‐823
ANZ BUSINESS ADVANTAGE ACCOUNT 012‐823
ANZ BUSINESS ADVANTAGE ACCOUNT 012‐823
ANZ BUSINESS ADVANTAGE ACCOUNT 012‐823
ANZ BUSINESS ADVANTAGE ACCOUNT 012‐823
ANZ BUSINESS ADVANTAGE ACCOUNT 012‐823
ANZ BUSINESS ADVANTAGE ACCOUNT 012‐823
ANZ BUSINESS ADVANTAGE ACCOUNT 012‐823
ANZ BUSINESS ADVANTAGE ACCOUNT 012‐823
ANZ BUSINESS ADVANTAGE ACCOUNT 012‐823
ANZ BUSINESS ADVANTAGE ACCOUNT 012‐823
ANZ BUSINESS ADVANTAGE ACCOUNT 012‐823
ANZ BUSINESS ADVANTAGE ACCOUNT 012‐823
ANZ BUSINESS ADVANTAGE ACCOUNT 012‐823
ANZ BUSINESS ADVANTAGE ACCOUNT 012‐823

KAREN BARBEY
CBA ACCT 7764
961
961
961
961
961
961
961
961
961
961
961
961
961
961
961
961
961
961
961
961
961
961
961
961

KAREN BARBEY
CBA ACCT 8630 2

PAYMENTS FROM
KAREN BARBEY
KAREN BARBEY
CBA ACCT 7764
4,500.00
5,000.00
4,500.00
4,000.00
750.00
3,000.00
1,500.00
5,000.00
5,000.00
4,898.00
3,785.00
1,000.00
1,800.00
3,000.00
3,000.00
4,895.00
3,300.00
2,100.00
3,000.00

4,000.00
60,000.00
5,000.00
831.69
2,000.00
TOTALS

NET POSITION ‐

66,000.00

5,831.69

64,028.00

7,803.69

PROTECTED
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Extraction
Report
Cellebrite Reports

SMS Messages (6)
* These details are cross-referenced from this device's contacts

#
1

Folder
Sent

2

Sent

3

Sent

4

Sent

5

Sent

6

Inbox

Party
To
577
Barbey Karen *
Direction:
Outgoing
T
577
Barbey Karen *
Direction:
Outgoing
To
577
Barbey Karen *
Direction:
Outgoing
To
577
Barbey Karen *
Direction:
Outgoing
To
577
Barbey Karen *
Direction:
Outgoing

From
577
Barbey Karen *
Direction:
Incoming

Time

All timestamps

SMSC

Status

Message

13/07/2018
12:07:54
PM(UTC+0)

Sent

Shit
Source Extraction: Advanced
Logical (1)

13/07/2018
12:07:03
PM(UTC+0)

Sent

And clearing out crap and ship
Source Extraction: Advanced
Logical (1)

13/07/2018
12:06:38
PM(UTC+0)

Sent

Her hope Phil is Spring Cleaning
getting ready for my visit
Source Extraction: Advanced
Logical (1)

13/07/2018
8:36:29
AM(UTC+0)

Sent

Tell your close friends
Source Extraction: Advanced
Logical (1)

13/07/2018
8:36:15
AM(UTC+0)

Sent

Ta just remember your phones
can't be traced unless you have an
old one with lots of shit on it so
lesson is always get
NEWTECHNOLOGY , everyone
needs to do it regularly
Source Extraction: Advanced
Logical (1)

Read

Dear darlie, no matter what
happens we are always here for
you , Phil Karen & moo xxx
Source Extraction: Advanced
Logical (1)

13/07/2018
7:28:33
AM(UTC+0)

1
62

Deleted

1
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INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION
RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN INVESTIGATOR PAUL GRAINGER AND
CHIEF INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX OF THE INDEPENDENT COMMISSION
5

AGAINST CORRUPTION AND ANDREW BELL AT WAGGA WAGGA RSL ON 12
DECEMBER 2018
TIME:

12:06PM

PRESENT:

INVESTIGATOR PAUL GRAINGER
CHEIF INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX
ANDREW CHARLES BELL

GRAINGER:

This is a recorded interview between Paul Grainger and Mr Andrew Bell.
It's the 12th of December, 2018. The time is now 12.06pm. And we're
currently at the Wagga Wagga RSL Club. For the purposes of voice
identification, I'll ask everyone to state their full name, starting with you,
Andrew.

BELL:

Andrew Charles Bell.

GRAINGER:

And Tim.

FOX

Tim Fox.

GRAINGER:

Thank you. Andrew, have you given your consent to have this interview,
interview recorded?

BELL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Could you give me your full name please?

BELL:

Andrew Charles Bell.

GRAINGER:

Your date of birth.
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BELL:
GRAINGER:
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A residential address?
, Wagga Wagga.
And your best contact number.
.
Thanks Andrew. Andrew, do you agree that prior to the commencement
of this interview, I advised you that it was a, an - a potential offence
under the ICAC Act to deliberately provide false or misleading
information to an officer of the Commission?
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BELL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And I've indicated to you that both Tim and I are officers of the
Commission.

BELL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So anything you tell us today has to be the truth. Do you understand all
that?

BELL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Andrew, do you agree that I also, also explained to you that this
interview will form part of the Commissions holdings in this matter, and
it may be used later on, as the Commission determines, whatever is going
to happen with this investigation?

BELL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. In broad terms, are you aware of the scope of the Commission's
investigation. We're looking at an allegation that since 2012 Mr Daryl
Maguire, the former State Member for Wagga Wagga, engaged in
conduct that involved a breach of the public trust by using his public
office, involving - including his duties as a member of the New South
Wales Parliament, and the use of Parliamentary resources to improperly
gain a benefit for himself, and a company known as the G8Way
International, and any other associated persons.

BELL:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

Now I might just start off with your role here at the club.

BELL:

OK. I'm General Manager.

GRAINGER:

And how long have you held that?

BELL:

I've been here since 1997.

GRAINGER:

Other than the RSL Club, does the - is there any interest in any other
clubs in the Wagga area?

BELL:

We are co-owner of the Wagga Commercial Club as well.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

BELL:

And that's the only one.

GRAINGER:

Now, each of those clubs, is there a Board of Directors?

BELL:

No, there's one Board of Directors that runs both clubs.

GRAINGER:

Mmm. And I understand, Mr Elliott - Phil Elliott is a, a Director of the
club.

BELL:

He is a Director of the club, yes.
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GRAINGER:

How long has that been the situation for?

BELL:

He's been the Director for approximately 13 years, I think.

GRAINGER:

And how are the Directors elected?

BELL:

They're elected by the membership.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

BELL:

They have a three year term. And they put themselves up for re-election
at the end of that term if they wish.

GRAINGER:

The, the, the Board of the club, does it meet on a regular basis?

BELL:

Monthly.

GRAINGER:

And are there agendas and minutes -

BELL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- for those type of things?

BELL:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you know Daryl Maguire?

BELL:

Yes, I do.

GRAINGER:

And how do you know Daryl?

BELL:

As the Local Member.

GRAINGER:

Do you know- as in a personal relationship, as -

BELL:

Oh, yes. We're on first name terms.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

BELL:

But I wouldn't call him a friend. As just an, an acquaintance.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

BELL:

I met him a couple of times through Phil Elliott. I also met him in his
role as the Member - Local Member.

GRAINGER:

Yep. A social relationship? Have you been to dinner, and that type of
thing or -

BELL:

No.

GRAINGER:

No.

BELL:

First time I met Daryl was when he was running a segment of Harvey
Norman. And one of his staff was putting an enormous amount of
money through the machines here. And we went and had a chat to him
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GRAINGER:

Mmm. All right. With Phil Elliott, how would you describe your
relationship with Phil?

BELL:

Mostly professional.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

BELL:

We do get on fairly well, but we don't socialise outside of work.

GRAINGER:

OK. Have you heard of a company called G8Way International?

BELL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. So what do you know about that?

BELL:

Very little. I know that Phil Elliott is a Director. And I know he uses
that company to do dealings with China. And that's about the extent of it.

GRAINGER:

Has the club itself dealt with G8Way?

BELL:

In a - in an offhanded sort of sense, we have a contact in China who used
to be a Chef at the other club in town, the Rules Club. And he now runs
a business in China. And we go there regularly to buy furniture. And
there, I think there was some sort of commission, or something,
everything that G8Way got involved, but we never really knew what
happened.

GRAINGER:

OK. So just explain to me who the person is, and, and what -

BELL:

OK. So that's Gordon Tse. And he was, he ran the catering contract for
the Rules Club for 20 odd years. He relocated back to Guangzhou and
set up his own business there. And we use him as our agent in buying
furniture in China.

GRAINGER:

So - and what's your relationship with Gordon and G8Way?

BELL:

I don't really understand. I know there is a relationship there. But
whether it's just because Phil, as G8Way has been dealing with Gordon,
I'm not sure.

GRAINGER:

OK. So when the club has been doing business with Gordon, has it
involved Phil as well?

BELL:

As a Director, he came to China with me on two trips, and helped with
the, the purchase of furniture.

GRAINGER:

Mm-h,,.

BELL:

Beyond that, I don't - I had - I don't know of any other link between
G8Way and Gordon -

GRAINGER:

OK. So we'll -

Volume 27

56

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

5

10

15

BELL:

- that involves the club.

GRAINGER:

We'll, we'll get to the trips in a second.

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So you went there to purchase furniture -

BELL:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

- did you say? Is that for -

BELL:

For the club.

GRAINGER:

For the club itself?

BELL:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

And what sort of value are we talking about?

BELL:

Last trip we brought back two containers full. I think it was about
80 odd thousand dollars. And poker machine stools, and these sorts of
furni- not these ones particular, but these sorts of furnishings out on the
floor.

GRAINGER:

The soft furnishings on the floor. Is that -

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And was that all - does Gordon's company manufacture?

BELL:

No. He's purely the agent. We arrive in Guangzhou. He has his staff
take us round to factories, and showrooms, and whatever. And then we
then place an order through them. And they arrange delivery for us.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

And they also do a quality control check before it leaves. So we don't
have to go back for a second trip.

GRAINGER:

So when you - your payments are - the - from the club are directed to
Gordon's company in -

BELL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- in - in Ch-

BELL:

I think it's actu-

GRAINGER:

- Hong Kong, is it?

BELL:

I think it's actually a bank in Hong Kong.

GRAINGER:

Oh, a bank in Hong Kong. OK. And how - when was the first time you
did business with Gordon? How long ago?
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BELL:

I think it was about 2011, or 2012.

GRAINGER:

And how did that come about?

BELL:

We knew him from his association with the Rules Club. And then we
were looking for new furniture.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

BELL:

And I think it was Phil Elliott that suggested that we have a chat to him,
so we make contact with Gordon -

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

- from there.

GRAINGER:

So did he - did Phil provide you with details of Gordon to contact him -

BELL:

Well, he gave us a - his email address, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. And who did the contact, was it you, or was it someone else?

BELL:

It was me.

GRAINGER:

You -

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- personally?

BELL:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

OK. Has that been the case since that you've dealt exclusively with
Gordon?

BELL:

Yeah, I don't know - I actually deal with his staff.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. OK.

BELL:

I don't actually deal with Gordon.

GRAINGER:

Do you remember the name of the staff member -

BELL:

Maybo.

GRAINGER:

Maybo Wang?

BELL:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

BELL:

I haven't actually met Maybo. The girl that was there before has since
left his employ. That was Emily Yang. She's looked after us a couple of
times up there.
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GRAINGER:

OK. Now you said you've been to - oh, sorry, go back a step. So why
would the club be purchasing items thr- in China?

BELL:

Huge cost savings.

GRAINGER:

OK. What sort of extent are we talking about?

BELL:

Well, we - we just bought 250 poker machine stools. Retail price in
Australia is about $660.00. We landed them in China, the same stool, for
250.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

In - sorry, in Australia -

GRAINGER:

Australia.

BELL:

- from China.

GRAINGER:

OK, so significant cost savings.

BELL:

Significant cost. We reckon the last trip where we bought two
containers, we saved in excess of $200,000.00.

GRAINGER:

OK. So the two times that you've been -

BELL:

I've been more than two.

GRAINGER:

Oh, so you've been more, have you.

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

You've been on - so how many times have you -

BELL:

I've been four times, I think.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And that's solely for the purpose of buying items?

BELL:

Well - yes, now, that - this is where it gets into the Wuai complex.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

'Cause the first time we went, we went to purchase furniture, but it was at
that stage where Wuai's been talked about. And we'd been approached what - through - I think it was through Philip again, to get involved.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

So while we're in China, we went up to Shenyang to have a look at a
similar type of project. And we left there very disillusioned.

GRAINGER:

OK. So we'll, we'll -
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BELL:

So - not surprising that -

GRAINGER:

We'll come to Wuai in a sec.

BELL:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

So the, the - you've been -

BELL:

The - primarily we've gone for the purchase of furniture.

GRAINGER:

- and you said that Mr Elliott has gone with you on two occasions?

BELL:

Twice, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Which years were that - were they, sorry?

BELL:

The first one, which was the 2011, I think. I'd have - I can look it up if
you - do you want me to look it up?

GRAINGER:

Oh, just give us your best recollection.

BELL:

2011-ish, and then 2013 or '14.

GRAINGER:

And other thea going to - what - was it Guangzhou, you said?

BELL:

Guangzhou, yeah.

GRAINGER:

To see Gordon. Did you go anywhere else?

BELL:

We went to Beijing, on a bit of a tourist-y thing. And to meet a contact
of Phil's up there. And we went to Shenyang to check out the Wuai
project. And also look at another project that they were trying to pitch to
us. And then we went to Xi-An on the way back to Guangzhou.

GRAINGER:

OK. So dealing with each of those trips, we'll deal with the - actually
before we go into details, you mentioned before that you had an
impression that there was some - a commission arrangement between
Gordon and G8way.

BELL:

See, I don't know whether there was or not, but -

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

- if you told - if you told me there was, I wouldn't be surprised, put it that
way. But I've got no evidence of that.

GRAINGER:

No direct knowledge of that.

BELL:

No. I just - I understand the way the Chinese do business.

GRAINGER:

And that's on the basis of a referral type situ -

BELL:

Win, win, win.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. OK.

Volume 27

60

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

5

10

15

BELL:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

So let's deal with the, the first issue - the first trip, which is the one where
you've gone with Mr Elliott -

BELL:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

- and you've ended up going to deal with both the furniture and the Wuai
trade centre. Tell us what happened there. So the - from go whoa, what,
what -

BELL:

I can't remember the order of the, the trip we went on.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

We flew straight into Beijing. And we had a couple of days R and R
there.

GRAINGER:

OK. So was the primary purpose of that trip to purchase furniture?

BELL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And where your -

BELL:

That was our first visit to furnish.

GRAINGER:

And were you - before you left - aware that you were also going to go and to Shenyang and look at the -

BELL:

Before we left, we'd been approached - and I think we actually spoke to
Daryl and Phil Elliott about the whole Wuai project. There was a man
called Humphrey Xu -

GRAINGER:

Xu.

BELL:

- Xu -

GRAINGER:

Xu.

BELL:

- who was involved. And another lady called Lydia someone. I can't
remember her name.
. And they wanted us to
come on board with this project, and actually set up a club in the Wuai
complex. All right. And we said, “Oh, yeah, we'll have a look at it, and
everything”. So we were humming, and harring, and the - we were
talking about it at Board level. And then the trip to China was coming
up, so the suggestion was maybe go to Shenyang and have a look, which
we agreed to do. We spent, I think, two nights there.

GRAINGER:

And who made the suggestion there?

BELL:

I don't - I couldn't tell you. I don't remember. I'd have to look at the
minutes. See if it - even if it's in the minutes but -

GRAINGER:

OK.
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BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So just before we go any further, you, you, just going through what
you've said, you've, you said a collective, we were approached. You're
talking about we, as in the club, or -

BELL:

Club.

GRAINGER:

- you as the GM of the club?

BELL:

It would come to me as the first -

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

- thing. But then I, I report everything to the Board. So I don't keep
secrets. So that would have taken it straight to the Board.

GRAINGER:

OK. And that approach came from, you indicated, you think Phil and
Daryl?

BELL:

I think Phil initiated it, but I, I think - I'm pretty sure Daryl got involved
as well.

GRAINGER:

Did youse have any meetings in relation to it -

BELL:

Yes, we did.

GRAINGER:

- with Phil and Daryl? The - where were they?

BELL:

In the board room here.

GRAINGER:

So they came and spoke to you, or both spoke to the Board?

BELL:

I think it was me and the Chairman at that sort of President at that stage.

GRAINGER:

And that was John Keyes at that point in time?

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And what, what did they tell you? What - the - what they wanted, and
what - what's the proposal?

BELL:

The proposal was that this was going to be the best thing for - since
sliced bread for Wagga Wagga. It's going to draw in all these customers,
all these people come into town. And they needed something in the
complex that these people would go and eat at, have a drink at, and
potentially even stay there. They were - they were looking at us building
a motel, and a club, within this complex. And we even got to the stage
where they were quoting us prices to get involved. But we weren't - we
never, ever showed a great deal of interest.

GRAINGER:

OK.
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Because things like this very rarely come to fruition in our experience
when - they were talking about me and John Keyes. And what they
wanted out of it in dollar terms was just ridiculous anyway.

GRAINGER:

So who spoke to you about the cost to become involved?

BELL:

I think it might have been Humphrey.

GRAINGER:

Oh, so, so -

BELL:

Humphrey did come down at one stage. He was here at one stage.

GRAINGER:

OK. So the meetings that both Phil and Daryl had in the board room
here, at least one occasion - Humphrey Xu was here as well.

BELL:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

OK. And what sort of money were they saying to become involved?
What - do you know -

BELL:

I can't remember numbers, but it was, it was ridiculous amounts of
money. And we just didn't know - at that stage, we just sort of almost
closed down. We went to Shenyang as a courtesy to them, 'cause we'd
already discussed it, but it was never in our mind that we were going to
proceed with it.

GRAINGER:

OK. So was it courtesy to Daryl and Phil?

BELL:

Daryl, Phil -

GRAINGER:

And, and, and, and -

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- and Humphrey.

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And was - how would you describe Daryl's advocacy of the project?
Was he enthusiastic or -

BELL:

Very enthusiastic.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

BELL:

For the - for the betterment of Wagga.

GRAINGER:

Was that shared by the general population in Wagga?

BELL:

No. The general population in Wagga was a bit scared of the whole
process. And scared of what - what sort of people would be coming to
Wagga. In other words, it was almost a racism type thing. They were
worried that the Chinese were going to come in and take over.

GRAINGER:

OK.
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You know what I mean.

GRAINGER:

So what was the proposal for the project? What was it going to be?

BELL:

It was going to be a multi-storey shopping complex for wholesale
purchasing.

GRAINGER:

Of what?

BELL:

Goods.

GRAINGER:

Goods.

BELL:

Any goods from China.

GRAINGER:

OK. So it a-

BELL:

And the Chinese traders would come in, and they would lease a set - a
shop, and have all their goods there.

GRAINGER:

And who was proposed to buy the goods?

BELL:

Oh, that was one of the shortfalls that I saw that - they claimed that
people come from all over world to shop here, which to me was a bit pie
in the sky.

GRAINGER:

Mmm. OK.

BELL:

And when we went to see the one in Shenyang, there was hardly anyone
there.

GRAINGER:

So that they wanted you to build a club in a similar vein to a - to a -

BELL:

A smaller version of this, within their complex, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

And they would lease us or sell us the floor space.

GRAINGER:

Is that after you bought into the project? Is that the case or -

BELL:

No, no. That, that would be the - that would be it. That would be our
commitment to the project.

GRAINGER:

A, a, a yearly lease of, of -

BELL:

Yeah. I presume so. We didn't get that far.

GRAINGER:

Did you get into any conversation about, you know, paying a royalties or
anything like that off?

BELL:

No.

GRAINGER:

And then once you operate a, a, a venue, you said - you said eat and drink
there as well?
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BELL:

Eat, drink, and -

GRAINGER:

Like a bistro -

BELL:

- and accommodation potentially, yeah.

GRAINGER:

And so how many rooms are we looking at?

BELL:

[PHONE RINGS] Sorry. I don't think it was ever mentioned.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

I don't think we actually got that far down the path.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

Yeah. It was basically, they would - it was something like 2,000 square
metres, they would say, and it's going to cost you X number of dollars,
and we want this and this in it.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm. So did you deal with this with John Keyes?

BELL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Yes. OK. And did John Keyes have a view about it?

BELL:

He didn't like it at all. Didn't like it from the start.

GRAINGER:

Was it reported to the Board that this discussion -

BELL:

Yes

GRAINGER:

And what was the view of the Board?

BELL:

They were prepared to indulge and see where it led, but they weren't - I, I
could see it was never going to go anywhere with our Board.

GRAINGER:

OK. So was that as a courtesy to Phil you think that they were -

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- doing that?

BELL:

And, and probably the Local Member.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

BELL:

And also with an eye on keeping competition out.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

BELL:

You know, we don't - the last thing we want is for a Campbelltown
Catholic Club to come in and set up a club in town, and -

GRAINGER:

Sure.
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BELL:

- whatever, so from a competitive advantage type of thing, we do keep a
finger in a lot of pies.

GRAINGER:

Mmm. OK. So in the - in the town itself, there's - you have this club,
and a, a commercial club.

BELL:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

There's a, a Rules Club as well. That - that's not yours. That's -

BELL:

No. That's not ours.

GRAINGER:

- separate?

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Do - are they - do they own other clubs as well?

BELL:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK. So it's basically these two, your two, and that one are the clubs for
Wagga?

BELL:

There's two Golf Club - or, or one Golf Club now.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

BELL:

And a Boat Club. And the Riverine Club. And they're all very, very
small. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

So it's us and the Rules are the two major clubs in town.

GRAINGER:

You said you, you, you went to Shenyang to look at this after the first trip
with - to meet Humphrey -

BELL:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

- oh, not Humphreys, to meet Gordon in Guangzhou. Who went - so
yourself - you went, Phil went -

BELL:

John Keyes.

GRAINGER:

- John Keyes went. When - who organised the travel for that?

BELL:

CCM Travel, I think. No, it wasn't CCM. I think I might have actually.
I do a lot of bookings for myself, 'cause I don't trust other people to do it.
I think I actually might have organised it.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Did you all travel as a group?
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BELL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And did you fly to Hong Kong and then -

BELL:

Beijing.

GRAINGER:

- Beijing?

BELL:

Mm-hmm. We sat at the airport for 6 hours.

GRAINGER:

In Hong Kong?

BELL:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

So the, the trip went Sydney, Hong Kong. Hong Kong, Beijing? Then
Beijng, back to Guangzhou?

BELL:

No, Beijng, Shenyang.

GRAINGER:

Shenyang.

BELL:

Shenyang, Xi-An.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm..

BELL:

Xi-An, Guangzhou.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

So the furniture was the - virtually the last stop on the trip.

BELL:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

All right. So you flew into Hong Kong, then you flew to Beijing. You
said you had to meet someone that was an associate of Phil's there. Who
was that?

BELL:

A man named Du Wei.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm. And who do you understand him to be?

BELL:

A friend of Phil's.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

BELL:

Business associate, friend of Phil's, I'm not - I don't know. Lovely,
lovely fella, and he showed us around the - in the city, and whatever. We
had dinner, and that was it.

GRAINGER:

OK. There was any discussion of business with Du Wei at all?

BELL:

No. Not from our perspective, no.
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GRAINGER:

OK. And was Phil with youse - other than when you were in your
separate rooms - but the - as a group, during the day, was Phil with you at
all times?

BELL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And you'd said you'd gone for the - couple of tourist-y things after that
the Forbidden city and then a couple of other - you went to Shenyang to
look at the, the markets?

BELL:

Wuai, yeah.

GRAINGER:

And who, who showed you round the Wu -

BELL:

Humphrey.

GRAINGER:

Wuai markets. Humphrey. So you met Humphrey in -

BELL:

In Shenyang.

GRAINGER:

- Shenyang?

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. And was Lydia there as well?

BELL:

No. I met Lydia in Sydney later.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

Sydney? Yeah, I think so.

GRAINGER:

OK. So who did you understand Humphrey to be?

BELL:

The agent. The, the bloke who was going to put it all together, and make,
make money on it.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

And I think he does that for a living.

GRAINGER:

And what was the relationship between Humphrey and Phil, do you
know?

BELL:

In terms of was it a business relationship -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

BELL:

- or, or -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

BELL:

I think they knew each other. And I think Phil was trying to help
facilitate Wuai.
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GRAINGER:

But obviously Daryl was driving Wuai. Obviously Daryl - what was the
relationship in - between Daryl and Phil?

BELL:

They'd been friends for a long time. Phil is actually - has been Daryl's
campaign manager when he was up for re-election. That’s as far - that's
a much as I know.

GRAINGER:

So we, we have a Local Member advocating for the Wuai project. Phil
Elliott, who is his friend, taking you to Shenyang -

BELL:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

- and it's part of a trip to buy furniture for here. To view the complex.
And Phil was advocating with Daryl for the club to become involved.

BELL:

It's a bit of a different situation for Phil. He wasn't strongly pushing it to
the club. He was putting the, the onus back on the Board and myself to
make a decision, not - and he would actually absent himself from -

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

- discussions.

GRAINGER:

Those, those discussions.

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. So you - you've gone to the markets - I think - are they called the
Yiwu Markets. Y-I-U -

BELL:

Yeah. I can’t remember the name.

GRAINGER:

- Markets in Shenyang.

BELL:

Wasn't - they weren't very impressive at all.

GRAINGER:

Well, describe them to me.

BELL:

It was snowing. There was about this much snow on the ground. It was
bloody cold. And they actually had big plastic sheets over the doors
there to keep the - try and keep some of the heat in. And you go in, and
it's a bit like - bottom floor's a bit like Paddy's Market in Sydney.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

BELL:

Very rough and ready, and whatever. You go upstairs, and there's all
these shops with very little stock in them. And no-one. Just a - an, an
attendant there, and there's no-one there.

GRAINGER:

So you place a -

BELL:

And there were three or four floors of it.

GRAINGER:

(UNDECIPHERABLE) you place an order with the attendant, and then
it's obviously shipped from somewhere else, and -
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BELL:

You go and say I like these jeans. I want 144 dozen of these, or
whatever, and you get the order sent to your -

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

- base, yeah.

GRAINGER:

So it's like a big display case really is it?

BELL:

Yeah. Yeah. It's like a shopping centre, but for wholesale as opposed to
retail.

GRAINGER:

OK. Mm-hmm. And was there a club, or anything attached to that, or no
-

BELL:

I think there were a few little restaurant things there or -

GRAINGER:

OK. So brief - from the pub's perspective there was no display or what
they were seeking from you.

BELL:

No.

GRAINGER:

It was more of a, this is what the concept type. Is that -

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- correct?

BELL:

Yeah. And I think Wuai was going to be an Australian - Australianised
version of that, with a, a club, and whatever in there. I don't think it was
going to be an exact copy.

GRAINGER:

OK. So from - who were the proposed clients on what they wanted to
build here in Wagga. So other than - so from your perspective, the club
- they wanted you to build a, a combination precinct, and a club. Who
was going to go to that?

BELL:

The traders, and the people coming to purchase.

GRAINGER:

Both.

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So the traders being of, of Chinese origin.

BELL:

Mostly.

GRAINGER:

Then -

BELL:

And I think it was Gordon said to us - he's got all these people lined up
ready to come.

GRAINGER:

Oh, so Gordon was involved as well, was he? OK. So what was
Gordon's involvement? How - OK.

BELL:

It's not something -
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GRAINGER:

So -

BELL:

- I've thought about for about five years so -

GRAINGER:

So, so how did Gordon fit into the picture?

BELL:

I think he was trying to help, 'cause Gordon is also acquainted with
Daryl. And I think Gordon was trying to help with the facilitation of it
again by ringing his contacts in China, their interest to this, this project.

GRAINGER:

So Gordon was in the conversation with you the intimated this that he
had people ready to come?

BELL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

I don't think he was in Shenyang, though. We caught up with him back
in Guangzhou, and we talked about it there. It was actually in
Guangzhou, or we went to Macau for a night, because we had to get
down there to get the, the ferry back to Hong Kong. I think it was there
that we said, look, it's not proceeding. We're not going.

GRAINGER:

OK. Was that on the first trip -

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- you said that to him. So you went - you went back to, to Guangzhou,
and you've gone to Gordon's business. And you place an order for
furniture. Is that right?

BELL:

We don't actually place the order at that stage. We go and look.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

BELL:

We take photos. We come back. And we assess it. And then we place
the order via emails, or whatever.

GRAINGER:

And during that time you're with Gordon - you said – I remember you
said staff took you to various -

BELL:

Mm-hmm..

GRAINGER:

- manufacturers.

BELL:

Mm-hmm..

GRAINGER:

And when you had this conversation with him about the trade centre,
where was that?

BELL:

I think it was in Macau.

GRAINGER:

OK. He came across to Macau.

BELL:

He came across to Macau. He took us down to Macau in his car.
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GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

BELL:

We stayed the night there. He played the machines. We caught the ferry
to Hong Kong, and came home.

GRAINGER:

OK. So in some period of time there, he had a conversation -

BELL:

Mm-hmm..

GRAINGER:

- I think it was over a meal or -

BELL:

It was after a meal. We - this was also tied up with another project they
were trying to get us involved in. This is again Humphrey. In Shenyang.
There's a Coin Building. You know what a Coin Building is?

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.. I've seen a photo of it, yes.

BELL:

Hmm?

GRAINGER:

I've seen a picture of it.

BELL:

Yeah. They had access to the top two or three floors of this Coin
Building that used to be a men's club. They wanted Wagga RSL to go up
there and set up a poker machine venue there. And it was just - I didn't
even know about it until we got there. And it just blew my mind that
they would think that we could go and do that, and spend millions of
dollars doing that, but anyway.

GRAINGER:

So who put this suggestion forward?

BELL:

Humphrey.

GRAINGER:

Humphrey did? And the proposal was to build a poker machine area
there.

BELL:

To build - to put - put a club in Shenyang. Because there's - in Shenyang,
there's a lot of foreign workers. 'Cause they've got a BMW factory, Audi
factory. All the - all the car manufacturers - a lot of car manufacturers
are there. And they were looking for a gaming venue. I said, "But
gambling in China is illegal." "No, it's OK. You're from Australia."
Well oh, yeah, bullshit. There's no way in the world. It's only Humphrey took us to lunch with the local Police Commissioner. And,
and again, it was that conversation in Macau with Gordon where I said,
“No, it's not happening”.

GRAINGER:

OK. So in Shenyang, did you go look at this Coin Building?

BELL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And Phil's with you in all this time, is he?

BELL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. And, and John Keyes?
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BELL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

You looked at the building, then you had lunch somewhere, obviously
you've said -

BELL:

With the Police Commissioner, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Police Commissioner.

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And was the topic of putting this club in a building discussed?

BELL:

There was general talk about gambling, but they didn't have much
English, so we were relying on interpreters. And it was all very, very
vague, in the typical Chinese fashion of doing business. They don't get
down to business very quickly.

GRAINGER:

And obviously the relationship between
Commissioner, for him to come along to -

BELL:

It was mainly John Keyes, I think.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

And there was a lady. Because John was the President, so he, he, he had
to take the -

GRAINGER:

Yep.

BELL:

- the lead.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And I'm assuming John Keyes wasn't overly impressed either?

BELL:

Wasn't, wasn't keen at all.

GRAINGER:

No.

BELL:

Oh, this building was a shocker. Yeah, we were on the 34th floor, or
something. There's holes in the wall like this leading outside. You
know, it was just very poorly built.

FOX:

Or well ventilated.

BELL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So did you actually ask why - and I'm not being disrespectful - why
would they ask the RSL club from Wagga to do this?

BELL:

You're a big successful club. It would be very good for you. That's the,
that was the sort of attitude. They, they have no concept of how an RSL
club operates in New South Wales. Another meeting they set up with us
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was with, with some armaments' manufacturers. Because we're an RSL
club, they thought we'd be buying armaments. That was Humphrey set
that up. So it's all very, very naive, the, the whole thing.
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GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

Did - what was Phil's view of all this?

BELL:

Oh, the amusement.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm..

BELL:

Yeah. I'd - I think he may have known about the Coin Building before
we went there, but not - certainly not to any large extent, but he just - he
was shaking his head. He's just -

GRAINGER:

OK. So you didn't know about the Coin Building until you got there.

BELL:

No.

GRAINGER:

But you think Phil may have known.

BELL:

May have. Yeah, I'm not sure.

GRAINGER:

And what makes you think that?

BELL:

Oh, probably conversations he was having with the guys up there,
Humphrey, and whatever.

GRAINGER:

Indicating he had some prior knowledge of -

BELL:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- the proposal.

BELL:

I never - I didn't pursue it, but -

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

BELL:

Again, it's one of those things you look at, you have - there's, there's no
way in the world. It's just not even realistic.

GRAINGER:

So the, the discussion you had with Gordon when you told him that you
would not be going ahead with the Wuai proc - project?

BELL:

I think it's more we're not going to go ahead with Coin Building, and it's
highly unlikely we're going to go ahead with the Wuai, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. Had you and John Keyes -

BELL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- discussed at that point in time?
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BELL:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And that was your -

BELL:

And Phil.

GRAINGER:

And Phil, yeah.

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

'Cause Phil was Vice President at the time.

GRAINGER:

Oh, OK. Mmm. And was Phil supportive of that view?

BELL:

Yeah. Absolutely.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FOX:

Just a quick question about that first trip. What was the genesis of the
idea to purchase furniture from China?

GRAINGER:

Other clubs had been doing it. And we sort - we talked about it for a
couple of years before that. We didn't have a contact there. And then
Gordon Tse made contact, or we made contact with him, and it all just
sort of flowed from there.

FOX:

OK. Can you recall how that initial contact was - came about?

BELL:

With Gordon?

FOX:

Yes.

BELL:

Not really. I suspect, as I said before, that Phil may have given me his
email. 'Cause he'd moved back to China at that stage, I think.

FOX:

Right.

BELL:

And I contacted him.

FOX:

OK.

BELL:

But it could have been that Phil made contact with him too. I'm not sure.

FOX:

So that first trip, you made - that you said you purchased, and that was
the last trip - the first trip, you - was productive for the club?

BELL:

Very.

FOX:

OK.

BELL:

Yeah.

FOX:

What did you buy on that trip?
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BELL:

Furniture. Furniture, cutlery, crockery, menu covers. Just - it's, it's
amazing the stuff you can get there, and so cheap.

FOX:

Which commercial entity did you actually do business with in relation to
Gordon Tse? Do you know the name of the entity that he uses when,
when you deal with him?

BELL:

All I know is the name of the bank.

FOX:

Right.

BELL:

It's the Hang Seng Bank, I think, in Hong Kong. But it's called, is it
called Pop Golden Sample?

FOX:

Golden Sample. Yeah.

BELL:

Yeah.

FOX:

So that's the -

BELL:

That's certainly a name that we used - have used -

FOX:

OK. So -

BELL:

- in relation to Gordon.

FOX:

Right. So that's where you made - that's the name of the entity that you
made payments to.

BELL:

I think so, yeah.

FOX:

All right.

GRAINGER:

Did Gordon obviously sent you an invoice for whatever you -

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- purchased is that the case?

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

BELL:

Yeah. What, what he'd do is we'd pick out what we wanted. We give
him the quantities. We send it all back to - and at that stage it was Emily.
She would go out, get the pricing, send it back as a formal quote, with
photos, so we knew exactly what we're buying. We'd tick off on what we
wanted. She'd present us with an invoice, and pay 50 per cent up front.
They get it all manufactured. Check the quality. We send the other half.
They send us the furniture.

GRAINGER:

OK. So in essence, Gordon's company's a consolidator-type arrangement
than -

BELL:

An agent, yeah.
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GRAINGER:

Yeah.

BELL:

Yeah. And we - and we - I went back to his premises, and it's noththere's nothing flash about his premises. It's just a bunch of desks in an
office really. So -

GRAINGER:

So that was the, the first trip. What was the trip after that?

BELL:

I'm just think - thinking that Phil Elliott had only went on that trip, 'cause
it was Phil Macintosh, I think, that I went with the next time, which is
another Director. I can - I can look it up if you want, but I, I think at Phil only went on - Phil Elliott only went on one trip.

GRAINGER:

OK. And that's - this next time you went solely to see -

BELL:

Solely furniture.

GRAINGER:

- Gordon.

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

You didn't go - other than that, you didn't see Humphrey -

BELL:

No.

GRAINGER:

- or anything like that.

BELL:

No. Haven't had any contact with Humphrey. Apart - he had one trip
here, and in China we saw him.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm. So after the first trip, we - yourself and John Keyes had
formed a view that you most likely would be involved with the trade
centre.

BELL:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

Was that then brought back and discussed with the board?

BELL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And what -

BELL:

I think -

GRAINGER:

- the outcome?

BELL:

I - look, but I, I would assume that it's been minuted quite brutally, yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. And was the view no, we won't become involved -

BELL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- at that meeting?

BELL:

Absolutely. But even before we went to China, the, the general view of
the Board was a great deal of caution. And it would have had to have
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been an amazing positive report coming from China for them to turn
around.
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GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

We could have actually voted it down - they could have actually voted it
down before we left, I think, quite easily.

GRAINGER:

And did Phil abstain from that vote?

BELL:

I believe so. But I would - again, I'd have to check the minutes.

GRAINGER:

-Check the minutes. Second trip with Phil Macintosh.

BELL:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

Now after the first trip, do you recall having a conversation with a person
by the name of Julian McLaren about it?

BELL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So what was that about?

BELL:

Julian. Julian was trying to recruit me to go on the business chamber.
And we just talked in general terms about - he'd been to China on a trip
with Daryl, I think. And we were talking about China, in general, and
the Wuai project, and I just - we just - I just spoke to him as I'm talking
to you, that we weren't interested, and whatever.

GRAINGER:

And what was Julian's view of - was he involved in the Wuai project at
all?

BELL:

I thought he was fairly heavily involved in it.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

Mmm. I got that impression. I don't know whether that was fact or not.

GRAINGER:

So, so what made you form that view?

BELL:

The fact that he went to China with Daryl, and came back talking very
positively. I think they went - when they went to China, I think they
went to a different retail - a wholesale complex than we went to. And I
don't know whether that was better or not, but -

GRAINGER:

OK. So Julian was - from your interpretation, supportive -

BELL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- when you spoke to him.

BELL:

He, he - I don't believe he was trying to sell it to me. I just thought he
was supportive of it.

GRAINGER:

And was that - where was that conversation held?
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I think it was in the Chinese restaurant here. But again, I couldn't swear
to that.

GRAINGER:

And Julian wanted you on the Chamber of Commerce, the Business
Chamber. Was he on the Chamber at that point in time?

BELL:

Yes, he was.

GRAINGER:

What - was he -

BELL:

I think he was the Chair at that stage.

GRAINGER:

Had Phil ever been on the Business Chamber?

BELL:

Not to my knowledge.

GRAINGER:

OK. And was Julian a councillor at that point in time?

BELL:

I think he probably was. Again, I don't know what -

GRAINGER:

The dates he's at.

BELL:

The dates, so - he was only in for one term, I think, in - on the City
Council.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. Just a couple of questions about the, the Coin Building for when
you went on -

BELL:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

- the trips. What was the commercial deal (UNDECIPHERABLE) what
- the - what did they pitch to you? Who was gonna pay for you to set it
up, and -

BELL:

We were.

GRAINGER:

Oh, OK.

BELL:

We would have to -

GRAINGER:

(UNDECIPHERABLE)

BELL:

- lease the building, and - or that section of the building. And we would
have to refurbish it. And we would run it as a pub.

GRAINGER:

So what was in it for Humphrey?

BELL:

Oh, I'd assume he was getting a, a sling from the owner of the building, I
don't know.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

Everything Humphrey does, there's a, there's a cut.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm. And you said you met Lydia Zhang at some point.
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BELL:

I think -

GRAINGER:

Did -

BELL:

Well, I was just thinking whether I met her. I think we met her in
Sydney at one stage. I can't - I don't - have no idea where, but I certainly
spoke to her on the phone a couple of times. And she was pushing very
hard. 'Cause she was the - I think she was the Australian agent for
Humphrey.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

And she was a very harsh lady.

GRAINGER:

Harsh, as in abrupt or -

BELL:

Yeah. Harsh,

GRAINGER:

So did you - you said you may have met her in Sydney. Did you go to
Sydney for meetings about this?

BELL:

I, I, I've got in my head that I met her, but I can't tell you where or when.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

I don't know. I don't think she came - well, maybe she did come to
Wagga. 'Cause she was down - when it was all launched in the paper, I
think Lydia was here then.

GRAINGER:

Was it the case that where Lydia was, Daryl was?

BELL:

They were certainly together when I met them, met her, yeah.

GRAINGER:

And was Phil there as well?

BELL:

He would have been, I think. Phil certainly knew Lydia quite well.

GRAINGER:

Is that from your observations -

BELL:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- or been told that?

BELL:

Bit of both.

GRAINGER:

And been told that by Phil?

BELL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Your next trip to China -

BELL:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

- the third one, who did you - who was that with, do you know?

BELL:

Third one was Phil Macintosh again.
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GRAINGER:

Again.

BELL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. Again, the same deal goes, so Gordon -

BELL:

Yeah. My wife actually came that time.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

BELL:

We went to Guangzhou for a week, shopped, Phil came home, my wife
and I went off to Vietnam for a week.

GRAINGER:

OK. And the final trip, the fourth one, that's the most recent trip, is it?

BELL:

Final trip, we'd had a bit of - a few problems with quality, so we decided
to go back and check before the ship - before it was all shipped. And the
Gaming Manager here, Mick McGann and I went up for 3 days, I think,
and came home.

GRAINGER:

OK. That’s flow to - flew into -

BELL:

Hong Kong.

GRAINGER:

Hong Kong.

BELL:

Catch the train up. Then down to Macau. Fast train back to Macau.
Ferry to Hong Kong. Flew home.

GRAINGER:

And did you meet Gordon at that -

BELL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- on that trip?

BELL:

See Gordon every trip.

GRAINGER:

You see him?

BELL:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

But you deal with the staff about aspects -

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- so that's all right.

BELL:

Yeah. He doesn't get his hands dirty on the furniture.

GRAINGER:

OK. Did the club ever pay Phil Elliott for his involvement in the first
trip?

BELL:

I think there were some expenses that clubs pay - the club paid him at
that time.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.
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BELL:

They - oh, they - yeah, it was only fairly small, if it was anything.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm. And so - just run through that (UNDECIPHERABLE) that.
As the Vice President of the club, as you indicate he was, incurred
expenses, how would he make that claim against the club? What, what
ha- what, what did he produce to you, as the Vice President, to sort of what did he give you, a packet of invoices, and say here, pay this, or -

BELL:

Generally we ask for invoices. I'm not sure that there were invoices
involved. I think it might have been just trust.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

So I'm think -

GRAINGER:

(UNDECIPHERABLE)

BELL:

I'm thinking it's $150.00, or something like that. I don't think it's - a lot
of money was, was there.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you recall what the expenses were for?

BELL:

No.

GRAINGER:

Has the - to, to your recollection, has the club ever received an invoice
from G8Way?

BELL:

Don't know. I'd have to check.

GRAINGER:

OK. Might -

BELL:

We may have.

GRAINGER:

Might ask you to do that if you could.

BELL:

Yeah, yeah. I'll just get a note. Sorry I'll take that.

GRAINGER:

And if you did receive an invoice - If you still have a copy of it, that
would be appreciated.

BELL:

OK. It's - we might - it's right - it would be right on the edge of that
seven year period, I think, so -

GRAINGER:

That's all right.

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

I, I have seen an email that I don't have with me. There's an indication
that there may have been invoice payments sent by G8Way to the club,
so -

BELL:

There could well have been.

GRAINGER:

I'm just trying to correlate whether that was in relation to Phil's first trip
or was it something else.
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BELL:

That might, might even be the expenses that were - that I was - we were
talking about.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

But I'll, I'll see what I can find for you.

GRAINGER:

I’m just going to move onto Immigration in a second. Tim, do you have
anything you want to clarify now?

FOX:

No.

GRAINGER:

No. OK. Immigration matter.

BELL:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

Tell us what happened.

BELL:

We had a contract caterer. And he wasn't a very good contract caterer.
But he had all sorts of trouble staffing and getting staff to stay. It was
something that was discussed at Board level. And then Phil came to me,
and told me that he'd been talking to Daryl. And Daryl suggested using a
visa - some particular type of visa to bring in potentially Chinese
nationals to work here under that visa. And there would be payment for
it, or it would be some sort of recompense from the Government based
on that. So we - I explored that with Phil. Phil said I can meet him in
Sydney with a Chinese lady, and I don't remember her name. You, you
mentioned her name in the email, but I don't remember her name. We
took Tim Howe, the caterer, up with us. We went to a meeting in the
Qantas terminal in Sydney, in one of the meeting rooms. And after about
five minutes, Tim and I looked at each other, and just went, there's no
way in the world - this thing was dodgy as. They were talking about
getting a visa for a, a young bloke. All his wages would be paid to us reimbursed to us, and he wouldn't have to attend, was the - what they
wanted in the deal. And we just said no and got out of there.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

There was some - there was an offer of expenses. I - we didn't - I didn't
take any money. But - and I know the offer was made to Phil and Tim. I
don't know whether they took the money, or not.

GRAINGER:

OK. So I'll just get back to the start of this. Tim was a contract caterer
for the club. For this, this club or the -

BELL:

This club.

GRAINGER:

This club only.

BELL:

Yep. And in the bistro, not the Chinese restaurant.

GRAINGER:

OK. So he was operating the bistro. And anything else he was -

BELL:

Coffee shop.
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GRAINGER:

Coffee shop.

BELL:

Yeah. It's all in one complex.

GRAINGER:

OK. So he was preparing general - I haven't seen the menu, but I assume
a general bistro menu, just roasts -

BELL:

Yeah, parmi's, and -

GRAINGER:

That sort of -

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

That sort of stuff.

BELL:

All that sort of stuff. Club food.

GRAINGER:

Yep. And you indicate he was having trouble retaining staff.

BELL:

And sourcing, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Sourcing staff.

BELL:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

Was that a, a, a genuine problem, there was a lack of skilled people to act
as chefs?

BELL:

The catering industry is tough in Sydney. But in a country town, it's even
tougher. So if you have a substandard reputation, which Tim did, you
have all sorts of trouble. We've got a really good caterer at the moment,
not a problem in the world. If you've got an average caterer, huge
problems in a small country town like this.

GRAINGER:

So then in from a, a food quality point of view, and what's produced from
the restaurant?

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

You're talking about -

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- the quality -

BELL:

And, and, and systems, and processes, and -

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

Like a chef needs to know that they can go in and -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

BELL:

- cook not have to do all the - all this other crap that they get involved in.
And to get a good chef, it's difficult -
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GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

- if you're not very clever.

GRAINGER:

So -

BELL:

Tim lasted two years here.

GRAINGER:

All right. So the problem was more of Tim's reputation -

BELL:

Making it difficult.

GRAINGER:

- and then sourcing a suitable person due to that reputation.

BELL:

Within, within the limited market of catering staff within Wagga, yeah.

GRAINGER:

All right. So we, you have a problem but I assume was affecting the club
generally because -

BELL:

Was.

GRAINGER:

- hence your involvement. Is that correct?

BELL:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

That if -

BELL:

Well, we, we managed the -

GRAINGER:

- the bistro’s not up to scratch -

BELL:

We managed the catering.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

BELL:

Whether it's a contractor or -

GRAINGER:

There's a flow-on effect.

BELL:

- we do it ourselves. Yeah. 'Cause if they get a bad meal -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

BELL:

- we're the ones that -

GRAINGER:

Yeah. That's right. Yeah.

BELL:

- are reflected in that.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. And this was discussed with the board?

BELL:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- the problems -

BELL:

It's an ongoing problem.
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GRAINGER:

OK. And you indicated that Phil came to you with, with a suggestion what, what, what did he say to you?

BELL:

I think he said he'd been talking to Daryl about the situation, about we're
having trouble. And Daryl suggested - yeah, I've got - I've actually got a 1-8-7 visa application, right. And so we, we said, "Oh - I said, "Oh,
yeah. I didn't even report this to the Board." And within - I think it was
in a very short timeframe, we had a meeting in Sydney - that meeting in
Sydney I mentioned. And it, it just - it was just ridiculous. And we came
back, and I reported to John Keyes, and what had happened. And John
Keyes got very upset that it hadn't gone through the Board, that
blah-blah-blah-blah, right. So we ended up having a special meeting of
the Board of Directors. And that's the minutes from it -

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

BELL:

- where Mr Elliott had to apologise. And it was con- not condoned at all
by the Board.

GRAINGER:

OK. I just - I, I'll have a read of those -

BELL:

Yeah, yeah. You can have those, yeah.

GRAINGER:

When - Phil, and, and you have had this conversation, then the meeting
was arranged. So the, the genesis for the conversations was
acknowledged by the Board that there was a lack of catering staff, and it
was affecting -

BELL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- Tim's -

BELL:

Yeah. And we were looking for ways to address that, and to help Tim
with that.

GRAINGER:

(UNDECIPHERABLE) Phil's come and spoken to you outside of the
Board -

BELL:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- meeting?

BELL:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. And then this trip to Sydney has - and so what sort of timeframe are
we talking about?

BELL:

I'd only be guessing. But I - my memory says fairly short. Because it
was obviously between board meetings. So we talked about it at the
board meeting. And we got another one in four weeks’ time, so it would
be within that.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

Does it have a date on there when we met? I don't think so.
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FOX:

There were special meetings held on -

BELL:

Yeah, no, the -

FOX:

- Tuesday the 14th, yeah.

BELL:

The meeting in Sydney, yeah.

FOX:

I'm just going through it now so, no - I can't see one.

BELL:

No, I don't think – how to -

GRAINGER:

Do you have your calendar or diary that far back?

BELL:

What date was it?

FOX:

2013.

BELL:

2013. I can have a look.

GRAINGER:

If -

BELL:

Now?

GRAINGER:

- Afterwards

BELL:

Afterwards?

GRAINGER:

that'd -

BELL:

All right.

GRAINGER:

That'd be great. Just so we can try and pinpoint the day this occurred.

FOX:

That's the Sydney airport meeting

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

You flew to Sydney?

BELL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And Tim went with you?

BELL:

Yes. And Phil.

GRAINGER:

And, and Phil as well? He flew up on the same plane did he?

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So you all three went together? And who booked the airfares? Was that
done -

BELL:

No idea.

GRAINGER:

No idea?
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BELL:

We, well, the club paid for it.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

But you don't know
(UNDECIPHERABLE)

BELL:

Probably me, again, but -

GRAINGER:

(UNDECIPHERABLE)

BELL:

- the club paid for it, yeah.

GRAINGER:

When you got, I'm assuming - you said you went to the Qantas terminal,
so you must have flown on Qantas. Is that -

BELL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Right. Yeah. When you got to the terminal in Sydney, and the meeting
was in a small meeting room there, are they the meeting rooms in the
Qantas club -

BELL:

No.

GRAINGER:

- itself?

BELL:

No, no. In - down the end of the terminal, there's a, a series of meeting
rooms that you can hire.

GRAINGER:

OK. Yep.

BELL:

And they'd been hired.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

I think actually Phil hired the room.

GRAINGER:

Personally?

BELL:

I think so.

GRAINGER:

When you got there, were there any other people there at that point in
time?

BELL:

You're stretching my memory hugely.

GRAINGER:

That's OK (UNDECIPHERABLE)

BELL:

I think we got there first. And then this lady arrived.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

Yeah.
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GRAINGER:

And is - was that lady Maggie Wang?

BELL:

I can't remember her name at all.

GRAINGER:

OK. Was she Caucasian?

BELL:

No, she was Asian.

GRAINGER:

Asian?

BELL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And who did she have with her?

BELL:

I'm not sure whether she had anyone with her. She may have. Aga- I as I said before, it was a very short meeting. I couldn't swear either way.

GRAINGER:

Was the person - the prospective employee there?

BELL:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

I got the impression that the prospective employee was a rich kid's son - a
rich bloke's son, who was looking for a residency.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

And was looking for a shortcut.

GRAINGER:

So what, what did - as best you can, just tell us what Maggie had - oh,
sorry - the female person had to say -

BELL:

Assuming it's Maggie, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Assuming it's Maggie.

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

I, I, I don't know.

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

What they'd said to you. And did Mr Elliott have any input into the
meeting?

BELL:

We basically listened to what this lady had to say. There was some toing and fro-ing. We were asking questions, trying to pin down exactly
what she was getting at, 'cause she spoke pretty good English, but it sometimes it's difficult to understand. And as I said before, the, the
impression we got was that they were going to reimburse all the wages to
us, as long as we signed off on the fact that he was working here. And he
might only be here for two days every six months, or - and somewhere
in that region. And I said, "Well, we're not interested."

GRAINGER:

OK. So -
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BELL:

Tim also was horrified by it.

GRAINGER:

The - and this is a verbal presentation that this person has given you?

BELL:

Yeah. There's nothing on paper.

GRAINGER:

They - the person said to you that the wages for the employee would be
paid to the club or to Tim?

BELL:

Or to Tim, yeah.

GRAINGER:

To Tim?

BELL:

To Tim, yeah. 'Cause he would be paying them out.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. And then Tim would have to make obviously a payment out to
this person -

BELL:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- for his wages.
Then who was going to handle things like
superannuation and -

BELL:

Tim.

GRAINGER:

Tim was going to handle that.

BELL:

It's - well, it's his business.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

I was there as support for Tim. He asked me to come along as well. And
obviously, I think, to get my opinion of what, what it was like. 'Cause he
was a little bit wary of it from the start.

GRAINGER:

Why did Phil go?

BELL:

He knew the lady.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

Or he had spoken to the lady. I don't much - not - I couldn't say that he
knew her, but he had spoken to her.

GRAINGER:

Was there an offer for - above the wages - some sort of other incentive?

BELL:

Not that I'm aware of.

GRAINGER:

OK. So what was going to be in it for Tim? He gets no benefit.

BELL:

Well, that's, that's part of it, yes. Well, it didn't make sense whatsoever.
Maybe there was some incentive over and above the wages. I'm not sure.
The - I certainly didn't understand that at the time. The other thing was,
they offered us cash there and then for our expenses, and I said no.

GRAINGER:

OK. Well, I'll come to that in a second.
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BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So the way you put the offer, as you recall, to us is that they put someone
on the books. Their wages are pay in from somewhere. They pay them
out. Tim doesn't get an employee, but carries all the responsibility -

BELL:

The burden. Yeah. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

It did- it didn't stack up at all.

GRAINGER:

All right. Do you remember the name of the prospective employee?

BELL:

No. He was only talked about in fairly general -

GRAINGER:

Terms.

BELL:

- terms, I think. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So how long did the meeting go for?

BELL:

Oh, 20 minutes. Half an hour, maybe.

GRAINGER:

And was it the view - were you told that the person was seeking a
residency visa?

BELL:

No.

GRAINGER:

He's formed -

BELL:

We went -

GRAINGER:

- that view. Did you -

BELL:

No, there was no - they didn't - they never, ever said that they were trying
to get around the system. But they, they did imply that we wouldn't work
much, and he would only turn up when he had, and all that sort of stuff.

GRAINGER:

Was there a conversation about what would happen if Immigration
turned up and he wasn't there?

BELL:

I think it was mentioned. And I think - I don't - I don't know what the
result of it was, but I know that was the reason why he would have to
have been here for odd days.

GRAINGER:

OK. On the hope that the Immigration Department turn up -

BELL:

Well, whether -

GRAINGER:

(UNDECIPHERABLE)

BELL:

Oh, no, he's got a day off today. But he's in tomorrow, sort of thing. I
think it might have been like that.
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GRAINGER:

OK. Was the proposal for that person to reside here in Wagga. So to, to
be here on occasions, you have to have some -

BELL:

He wouldn't have resided here, I don't think. That was the impression I
got.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. And the meeting's come to a conclusion. Was that fairly abrupt,
the conclusion?

BELL:

Oh, it's a - the meeting wound up, and was all - see you later. I think we
actually left the - at the end of the meeting, we left it up in the air so that
we could discuss it more. And then the immediate reaction from Tim
and myself was no way. The club's not getting involved in this. And that
was relayed back to the lady, by Phil I believe.

GRAINGER:

OK. At the end, you said there was an offer of expenses. Tell us what
happened there.

BELL:

There was some cash mentioned about - for expenses. And I just said,
"No. I'm not interested. I don't want any."

GRAINGER:

How much was mentioned?

BELL:

$1,000.00.

GRAINGER:

OK. So what was - what was the cash in?

BELL:

Envelope.

GRAINGER:

Envelope?

FOX:

Who mentioned that? Who was talking about the cash?

BELL:

It was offered to me by Phil.

FOX:

OK. So you get towards the end of the meeting, and -

BELL:

I think the cash was actually offered to me once we got back here. It was
mentioned at the meeting -

FOX:

Right.

BELL:

- that expenses would be paid.

FOX:

Yeah.

BELL:

And I think then the cash - Phil said, "Here's some cash for expenses." I
said, "I don't want it."

FOX:

Right. And what about Tim? Did you see Tim get money?

BELL:

No.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall if Tim later spoke to you about receiving money and not
wanting it?
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BELL:

I think he was offered the money, and I'm not sure whether he accepted it
or not, but I don't think he was interested in the money. I think he was
very - I said it before - horrified, but shocked by the whole process. He
just - he, he couldn't get his head around it.

GRAINGER:

OK. Tim has indicated to us that he did accept the money, and that later
on - a short time thereafter - he spoke with you, and gave you the cash -

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- and said to you, "Donate it to whatever charity you want."

BELL:

That's where the money came from then. It was in an envelope, and I
gave it to Phil Elliott.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

As I said, we didn't want it. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Right.

BELL:

Yes, Tim did come and see me, and said he didn't want the money. I
don't know where he got it from.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

BELL:

But he said he didn't want it. I put it in my drawer. And the next time I
saw Phil, I said, "You take this."

GRAINGER:

OK.

FOX:

What did Phil say?

BELL:

I'll look after that for you, or some- something along those lines.

GRAINGER:

Following on from that, you said there was a special board meeting.
How did that come about?

BELL:

As I said, I came back from that Sydney trip, and I spoke to John Keyes
about what had happened. Because, as I said before, I'm totally
transparent with my Board. I don't have secrets from them.

GRAINGER:

Were you concerned about what had happened?

BELL:

Yes, I was. And I was concerned that Phil might have been getting a
backhander, or whatever, out of it, right. And that - you'll, you'll read
about it in there. John Keyes got very upset by it, and called a special
meeting, where we discussed it, and you'll see the results of it there.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm. OK. We'll just have a quick read -

BELL:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

- if that's all right.
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BELL:

Yeah. And it actually went in - goes into whether Phil was receiving
commission from anything we did in China.

FOX:

While Paul's reading that, just go back to the very initial approach, and,
you, you've said it twice. Phillip said words to the effect, “Come and talk
to Daryl Maguire.” And he suggested using a visa scheme of some sort
to alleviate the club's staffing issues in the bistro. When you heard that,
what did you - did you give some gravity to - did that give some gravity
to what Phil was saying?

BELL:

The fact that it came from Daryl, made me think it was legitimate and
worth pursuing.

FOX:

Right.

BELL:

When we got to the meeting in Sydney, it was blatantly obvious it wasn't.

FOX:

Yeah. And it sounds to me like Phil - from what you're saying, Phil
probably organised the meeting room at the airport.

BELL:

I think so, yeah.

FOX:

Came up. And so Phil was very much the driver of this - within the RSL.
Did Phil have a, a good working relationship with Tim?

BELL:

No. No. Hardly knew him.

FOX:

Right. So there was no previous history of good relationship -

BELL:

No. No. The way it works is, Tim reports to me. I report to the Board.

FOX:

Yeah.

BELL:

They would certainly know him -

FOX:

Yeah.

BELL:

- and have a chat to him, but there was no strong relationship there.

FOX:

So we've got information that the candidate might have been at the
meeting. You're quite clear that -

BELL:

I don't think he was. I'm not - I'm honestly not very clear on the meeting
at all.

FOX:

Right. OK.

BELL:

Right.

FOX:

No worries.

BELL:

And I’ll say - I'll state that quite plainly. Very unimpressed by the lady.
She was obviously trying to get a deal going. And, as I said, Tim and I
were both - the, the hackles went up almost straight away.
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FOX:

Yeah. All right. And during the meeting, were there questions about the
candidate’s suitability -

BELL:

Yes.

FOX:

- or otherwise?

BELL:

Yes.

FOX:

- on -

BELL:

Not very big - not very suitable at all. He had no experience in catering,
or anything like that.

FOX:

So what was his background?

BELL:

I couldn't tell you. Don't know.

FOX:

So she, she was trying to pitch to you that someone who had no catering
background - you could - Tim could just pay this person, and he would
be compensated for those - and what was the origin of the compensation?
Where did she that was coming from?

BELL:

I don't think she said. Or if she did, I don't remember.

FOX:

All right. So a third party would pay Tim. Tim would pay out the salary
as and when -

BELL:

And whether there was a, a padding in there for, for - to help Tim along, I
don't know. It didn't make sense.

FOX:

Is it the case that, that that sort of detail was never obtained because the,
the proposal was rejected?

BELL:

Died on the vine, I think is what - is what - we didn't really get to a lot of
detail.

FOX:

And was there any conversation at that meeting about Tim having to
provide records to the, the female - let's assume it was Maggie.

BELL:

Yeah.

FOX:

Maggie Wang -

BELL:

Yeah.

FOX:

- that was at that meeting. If we assume it's Maggie - for, for sake of
ease of this question - was there any conversation that, that - along the
lines that Tim would have to provide records to Maggie -

BELL:

I think it - that all that sort of conversation almost stopped when they said
that this - the candidate wouldn't be at the - in the job very much.

FOX:

OK.
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BELL:

And I said, "What - so what happened." You know, I can remember
being quite shocked by that -

FOX:

Yeah.

BELL:

- and they would expect that to happen.

FOX:

All right. So I just want to clar- make sure 100 per cent we've got your
version right. Your recollection is that at the end of the meeting - have I
got this right - you're saying during the meeting there was no mention of
a cash payment. You can't recall that.

BELL:

I can't recall that, no.

FOX:

Your recollection is that there was a, a conversation about that after the
meeting.

BELL:

Oh, you mean for the expenses?

FOX:

Yes.

BELL:

It was certainly mentioned towards the end of the meeting.

FOX:

Right. And who mentioned it?

BELL:

I think it was Maggie.

FOX:

Maggie. OK.

BELL:

For want of a better name.

FOX:

For want of a better name. Let's -

BELL:

Yeah.

FOX:

We're just using that name. The female Asian lady -

BELL:

Yeah.

FOX:

- we believe to be this -

BELL:

I think she made some comment that we'll cover your expenses -

FOX:

Right.

BELL:

- or, yeah, something like that.

FOX:

And she - that was -

BELL:

And she was going to deal with Phil (UNDECIPHERABLE)

FOX:

Right. And she said that, did she say, "I will speak to Phil about that."

BELL:

I think so, yeah.
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FOX:

Right. And so did you walk into that meeting holding any paperwork, or
anything?

BELL:

No.

FOX:

Did you walk out holding any paperwork, or anything?

BELL:

I don't think so.

FOX:

And what about -

BELL:

I don't -

FOX:

- Tim?

BELL:

Don't know.

FOX:

Right.

BELL:

I don't know. I don't - I - my recollection is that we didn't receive any
paperwork.

FOX:

Right.

BELL:

But that we may have.

FOX:

So a CV, or something of this guy, or some paperwork about it -

BELL:

I don't recall seeing a CV.

FOX:

Right. So the first tangible conversation outside our meeting about
reimbursement of cash and expenses for that day, where and when did
that take place?

BELL:

It's very, very hazy, Tim. I think Phil mentioned to me that we could get
expenses. And I said no.

FOX:

Yep.

BELL:

And then I'm assuming that's when Tim came in and said I got these. I
don't want it. And then I gave it back to Phil.

FOX:

And Phil just said I'll take care of it.

BELL:

Something along those lines, yeah.

GRAINGER:

I just had a quick read of these minutes. Now, the, the Board Members
present, Sally Whitley?

BELL:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

What's her background?

BELL:

She's an auditor.

GRAINGER:

She's - so she's acquaint with the Corporations Act, and -
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BELL:

Yeah. Yeah. She's a - she's a qualified auditor.

GRAINGER:

She's still -

BELL:

She now works as a -

GRAINGER:

- on the Board?

BELL:

No. She resigned from the Board to take up our Finance Manager
position.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

So she works on staff here.

GRAINGER:

OK. I know John Keyes has left.

BELL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Mr Elliott is still on the Board.

BELL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

J Gray.

BELL:

He's still on the Board, John Gray.

GRAINGER:

Mr Macintosh?

BELL:

Phil Macintosh, still on the board.

GRAINGER:

Porter.

BELL:

No, he's gone from the Board.

GRAINGER:

Thomas?

BELL:

He's the current President.

GRAINGER:

OK. And what was - you said John Keyes was fairly annoyed about the
whole situation.

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

What was the view of the other Board Members?

BELL:

They weren't happy at all.

GRAINGER:

It's seen here from the meeting, the minutes record that Elliott declared
that Howard receive a payment to cover his costs. And Elliott also
received a similar payment as part of his business. Was there discussion
about what that payment was?

BELL:

Couldn't tell you. Don't remember.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. Or what business was involved?
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BELL:

What do you mean what business?

GRAINGER:

Like, which of Phil's businesses had received a payment?

BELL:

I don't think that was mentioned, because I think it was just - if, if
anything, it would just be in general terms that cash was given, I think.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So at the end of the, the, the meeting, what was decided that was going to
happen to Mr Elliott about it?

BELL:

He, he apologised at that meeting. And that was the end - that was the
end of it as far as the board was concerned.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

But when we went to the next AGM, he was not re-elected as Vice
President.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

Sally Whitley was. What month was that, do you remember? Is it -

GRAINGER:

That's May -

BELL:

May.

GRAINGER:

- 2013.

BELL:

Yeah. By the time we got to October. And there was a bit of unrest
between Mr Keyes and Mr Elliott for that time.

GRAINGER:

All right. Did the, the club itself take any other further action in relation
to it?

BELL:

No.

GRAINGER:

Is it better to, like, let sleeping dogs lie-type situation?

BELL:

I think we considered what Mr Elliott had to - or the Board considered
what Mr Elliott had to say, and accepted it.

GRAINGER:

Mm. Yeah.

BELL:

And let it go.

GRAINGER:

OK. Are your meetings recorded?

BELL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

As in audio recorded?

BELL:

But not retained.
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GRAINGER:

OK.

FOX:

That’s the standard - recorded so someone can type up -

BELL:

The Minutes.

FOX:

- the Minutes.

BELL:

- and delete.

FOX:

Yeah, sure.

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

That's something you blokes should talk to the AICD about, 'cause they
actually recommend that.

GRAINGER:

Well, sometimes it can both save you and -

BELL:

That's right the AICD tell you to get rid of them.

GRAINGER:

That's right. I have a series of emails to show you. You know some of
the emails involve you. You're a party to them but some of them don’t.
But it -

BELL:

I'll just get my glasses.

GRAINGER:

- gives you the tenor of some of the issues we'll be discussing. And I
want to show them to you for two reasons. To see whether they're an
accurate reflection of your recollection what occurred. And perhaps they
also may, refresh your memory about some things that may be -

BELL:

OK.

GRAINGER:

- a bit hazy. The first one - before I show it to you, I'll ask you about it.
Do you recall Phil Elliott ever asking you about if you knew someone in
the Campsie RSL?

BELL:

Not really, no.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

No recollection.

GRAINGER:

It's Commission reference D-1-0-5-2-3-7-0-1. It's an email chain that
includes the initial email from Mr Elliott to you. And then there's a
number of respond - your response. And then Mr Elliott sends that email
to Mr Maguire.

BELL:

Oh, OK.

GRAINGER:

At his, at his personal
address. As with all email chains, they
start from the bottom up. But in this case, there's only - there's 2 pages,
but the second page doesn't contain any -
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BELL:

Yeah. OK.

GRAINGER:

- relevant information. The one in question, starts on the 24th of the 1st,
of 2013, at 9.43pm.

BELL:

OK. Very, very vague recollection of the response.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

That's all.

GRAINGER:

See your response you, you provide Mr Ell -

BELL:

I, I would say that's accurate, 'cause I know Craig Love.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

I know him better now than I did then obviously, 'cause
(UNDECIPHERABLE) I only know him vaguely, but, yeah.

GRAINGER:

So you see the - Mr Elliott's email to you, it refers to G8Way
connections. What did you understand that to be?

BELL:

I had no idea. I assume it's connection with China probably. But - 'cause
that's, that's what he uses G8Way for, I believe, for connections to China.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

And Gordon, and whoever up there.

GRAINGER:

Are you aware of Maguire had any involvement in G8Way?

BELL:

No. Not, not to my knowledge at all.

GRAINGER:

Now this - the next email is an email dated the 24th of March, 2014.
Sorry, the 14th of March, 2013.
The Commission reference
D-1-0-5-2-3-1-8-0. It starts with an email from Phil Elliott to
Mr Maguire. Then Mr email - Mr Elliott replies to Mr Maguire.
Mr Maguire replies to Mr Elliott. And you're copied into the email at the
end. So start from the bottom up, and just -

BELL:

OK.

GRAINGER:

Right.

BELL:

Mm-hmm. I have a vague recollection of this.

GRAINGER:

Now, see - the email starts with Mr Elliott telling Mr Maguire that the
club will assist with that. Now, was that the position of the club?

BELL:

No. The position of the club was to investigate and make a decision.

GRAINGER:

And the chain talks about a meeting. In the end your carboned into the,
the final response. Did you recall actually - do you recall saying
anything to Mr Elliott to sort of displace the view that this was the
position of the club?
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BELL:

What was the date of that meeting there. So that was 14th of -

GRAINGER:

In May.

BELL:

- May. I don't - I can't even remember whether I replied to this or not.
I'm sorry.

FOX:

Because the special meeting was later that day, right?

BELL:

No, no. That was two months later.

GRAINGER:

Two months. So this is May. That's -

BELL:

March.

GRAINGER:

That's March.

FOX:

Oh, sorry, March, yeah.

BELL:

Yeah.

FOX:

OK.

BELL:

Yeah. So no, I don't, I don't know if I responded or said anything to him.

GRAINGER:

So in relation to the first trip you went to China (UNDECIPHERABLE)
2011, wasn't it?

BELL:

I think so, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. Right. So you don't recall saying to Phil, “Hey Phil, this is not how
we” –

BELL:

I think - I may have spoken to Phil about the possibility of this visa
scheme possibly working. And we do have three locations. I think it that three location thing does ring a bell in my mind -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

BELL:

- for some reason. But, as I said, it was still open to a decision that
wasn't - there hadn't been a decision made at that stage.

GRAINGER:

And ultimately you're not the decision maker are you?

BELL:

Not really - well -

GRAINGER:

You are but you -

BELL:

I do, but the Board's got the tick off on it. Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

Although, on employment issues, I'm the decision maker.

GRAINGER:

OK. So that, that email, and - you’re carboned in the end of it.
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BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

But we have an email chain between Daryl and Phil about this
immigration -

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- issue. At that point in time, did you have any concerns as to why Daryl
would be involved in some immigration issue with Phil?

BELL:

I just assumed he's trying to assist with our problem. Acting as the Local
Member, he has access to knowledge that could help us.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

10

FOX:

Can I just go back to what you - just trying to pinpoint what you said
earlier about Phil. You said he'd been talking to Maguire. This email
chain of March 2013, should we take from this email chain, and what you
said, that it's possible your conversation with - your initial conversation
with Elliott -

15

GRAINGER:

Was a surprise.

FOX:

Was, was -

BELL:

It would have been before that, I would say.

FOX:

- would have been before that.

BELL:

Yeah.

FOX:

Otherwise you would have got this, and gone what is this about.

BELL:

Mm. Mm.

FOX:

So can we assume that sometime before the 14th of March, you've had a
conversation along the lines of, Elliott saying-

BELL:

It makes sense.

FOX:

- “I’ve been talking to Daryl”.

BELL:

Yeah.

FOX:

OK.

GRAINGER:

OK. And the next email I'll just show you is an email, Commission
reference D-1-0-5-2-3-1-8-2. There's a chain of emails concluding in on the 19th of March, 2013. The first email is an email from Mr Elliott
to you dated the 18th of the 3rd, 2013. Unfortunately the last paragraph
have been - has been, for some reason, swapped with what appear to be
Chinese characters when it's been extracted from the email server so -

BELL:

OK.
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GRAINGER:

But we can't fully understand the final part. But I'll ask you to have a
read of this. And if you could explain to me of this relates to, it would be
great.

BELL:

There is mention of the Coin Club. I think this is Phil tryin' to keep the,
the club interest in Guangzhou and Shenyang going.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm. Your response is on the next page.

BELL:

Mm-hmm. Dals is Daryl.

GRAINGER:

Mm.

BELL:

It, it mentions 5,000 or 10 thou- I have no memory of that but, it could
have happened. I don't understand the Barry O'Farrell reference, though.

GRAINGER:

So the, the email also talks about Mr Elliott needing the board room for
some -

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- Chinese visitors. What, what was that -

BELL:

Well, he often used the board room for his business. So he, he'd just ring
me, and say can I use the board room tonight or tomorrow, or - just send
me an email. And we'd go, yeah, no worries. And then we'd give it to
him free of charge.

GRAINGER:

OK. Did, did you know
(UNDECIPHERABLE)

BELL:

Not usually. And it wasn't - it wasn't normal for me to - for me to know.

GRAINGER:

- To ask.

BELL:

No. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Did, did - we spoke about the Wuai Centre, other than the meetings that
you had with Humphrey and, and the Board here, did Phil also bring
people here in relation to the Wuai, Wuai Centre?

BELL:

He - there were people in town for it. I don't know, he used our rooms at
that time.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

Yeah. That's as far as I could go on that, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall ever receiving any paperwork - so putting aside the
meeting in the terminal, any re- paperwork from Maggie about - oh,
sorry, from Phil, or the person - a person about employing these Chinese
Nationals?

BELL:

Formal paperwork, you mean?
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GRAINGER:

Yeah.

BELL:

I have no recollection of it, no. If my mind was closed to the concept,
and they sent me paperwork, I'd probably just ditch it anyway.

GRAINGER:

OK. So I'll show you this email now. You're not a party of this email.
It's dated the 15th of May, 2013. And it's Commission reference,
D-1-0-5-1-8-5-5-8. And it's an email chain between Phil Elliott and
Daryl Maguire. And of course it starts from the bottom. So if it's -

BELL:

That's a day after the Board meeting.

GRAINGER:

Yes. Well, the actual - the email starts on the 14th, which is the date of
this Board meeting. And the email relates to the Board meeting.

BELL:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

And then the email from Mr Elliott on the 5th. So I'm looking for you to
read the - Mr Elliott's advice to Mr Maguire. And Mr Elliott's later
advice to Mr Maguire. So start from the bottom and work -

BELL:

From both pages?

GRAINGER:

Both pages, yeah. So you need to start -

FOX:

This is the beginning of the email on the first page. It goes over the page.

BELL:

OK. OK. That must be the $1,000.00 I gave him. So that - the meeting
in Sydney must have been shortly before this.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

I'll make that May, so I can see if I can find it. So what does he mean he
says, "Beware, I think Andrew would be in there somewhere"?

GRAINGER:

I'm assuming that's you.

BELL:

Yeah. So am I.

GRAINGER:

In the first email, Mr Elliott is complaining about being held before the
Board.

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And then he, he claims that he's, he's -

BELL:

Oh, so Daryl's implying that I set him up.

GRAINGER:

Mr Keyes -

BELL:

Yeah, OK.

GRAINGER:

- was forced to apologise to Mr Elliott -

BELL:

Yeah, he di-
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GRAINGER:

- which is not what you've indicated.

BELL:

He didn't. He didn’t. Johnny Keyes maintained his - searching for the
right word, disinterest, or aggravation towards Phil, until John left.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

He was never, ever friendly towards him again. I got no idea who Monica
is. So the candidate obviously was there. That fits fairly well with my
recollection. I don't agree that John Keyes apologised, but there was a lot
of bad blood.

GRAINGER:

With, with that email - and it sort of highl- comes back to a question I
asked you before that - I'm not trying to displace your recollection.

BELL:

No, no, no. That's fine.

GRAINGER:

I'm trying to sort of enhance -

BELL:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

- what you can recall. This email talks about - a question about
immigration - if it should turn up.

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

They probably won't, but off chance just tell him he's on leave - sick
leave. Do you, do you recall that -

BELL:

I mentioned that before -

GRAINGER:

Yeah. Yep.

BELL:

- that that rings a bell - that does ring a bell with me, yes.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

But I still have no memory whatsoever of the young bloke being there.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

I don't know why.

GRAINGER:

And you - you're talking about the - the $1,000.00 here -

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- that needs to be given back -

BELL:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- to - what this email says - Maggie.

BELL:

Maggie. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.
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BELL:

Actually, reading that, I think there's a link between Daryl and Maggie.
And I think that's how she got involved, and that's how Phil met Maggie.
I think.

GRAINGER:

OK. And so it's something that you're putting together, constructing or -

BELL:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

- it's just -

BELL:

That's just (UNDECIPHERABLE) in my mind.

GRAINGER:

It's a recollection you have?

BELL:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

Now, the, the - this - if I can go back to the, the trade centre briefly.

BELL:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

Did you - or sorry, not you personally. Did the club come up with some produce an MOU to be involved with the trade centre at all?

BELL:

I think there was some sort of informal agreement we had with them.
And it, it got to the stage where we were looking at plants. And in terms
of square metreage, whatever.

GRAINGER:

OK. There's an email that was - that is sent from Mr Elliott to
Gordon Tse. Unfortunately, the copy we have - the way that it's been
extracted from the email account - doesn't reproduce, reproduce the full
second page of the document. Some - sort of like half of it, for some
reason. But it purports to be - I'll just - I'll read -

BELL:

OK.

GRAINGER:

- give it to you to read-

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- it’s probably easier. It's Commission reference D-1-0-5-2-3-8-3-8. It's
an email from Phil Elliott to an email just called
@aliyan.com.

BELL:

Yep. That's Gordon's.

GRAINGER:

- which is copied to you.

BELL:

That's Gordon's.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So have a look at that email.
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BELL:

Yes. We did do an MOU. Yeah. I've probably got that somewhere for
you -

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

- if you wanted.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. We would at - you've seen the date of that is 2013.

BELL:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

Now, from what I understood from before, you said that the club had
virtually - after the 2011 trip, had virtually bowed out of this project.

BELL:

I might be wrong with 2011.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

BELL:

It might be 2013, we went to China.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

BELL:

Do you want me to just have a quick look?

GRAINGER:

Yeah. You can have a look. That would probably assist.

BELL:

February, 2013. I apologise.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

2011, I went to America with Mr Keyes. Sorry.

GRAINGER:

That's all right. No problems at all.

BELL:

Yes. It was Feb- definitely February, 'cause it was snowing up there. It
was freezing, yeah.

GRAINGER:

So the, the sequence you explained to us is the same.

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Just a different year.

BELL:

Just different year. Yeah. Yeah. And I, I think I can probably find an
MOU. I'll search that out for you.

GRAINGER:

So these other matters in relation to the immigration are occurring prior,
or at a similar time to the Wuai (UNDECIPHERABLE)

BELL:

It was all around the same time. Yeah, it was.

GRAINGER:

With - which would be consistent with your advice that they wanted to
have you have a club in the Wuai development.

BELL:

Mm.
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GRAINGER:

In relation to the employment aspect, the immigration matter, was there a
suggestion that it would be beneficial for the club to have someone who
was a, a Chinese - so what, what are the reasons to have this person,
being a purported chef, was he was of Chinese background, and that
would align with the Wuai project, and the influx of Chinese, and - do
you recall that?

BELL:

No, I don't. 'Cause I think we, we certainly talked about having a Chinese
restaurant here as being advantageous to that extent, but not in the bistro.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And certainly - you have a Chinese restaurant in the club now -

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- and that was there -

BELL:

Always have.

GRAINGER:

- the whole time?

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And - but that wasn't operated by -

BELL:

Tim.

GRAINGER:

- Tim.

BELL:

No. No, always been a separate contractor.

GRAINGER:

That wasn't in any way associated with Mr Tse, was it, at all?

BELL:

No.

GRAINGER:

No?

BELL:

No. He ate there a couple of times.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

That's it.

GRAINGER:

OK. This is an email chain between yourself and Mr Elliott, OK, dated
the 28th of October, 2013. It's Commission reference D-1-0-5-1-9-6-3-3.
I'll just - yeah, from the bottom up please.

BELL:

Mm-hmm. It was Humphrey, I believe.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

BELL:

And it could well have been Lydia.
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GRAINGER:

You see that Mr Elliott says, "This is G8Way related, and discretion is
needed." Did - what did you understand that to be - why was discretion
needed?

BELL:

I got no idea. I probably would have known at the time, but I've got no
idea now. I can't understand why Peter Adams would be there. He was a
council rep at that stage. He was working as a Director of Council.

GRAINGER:

Yes. Mr Adams was involved in the Wuai project.

BELL:

Yeah, yeah. And if it wasn't Wuai, why was Peter Adams there.

GRAINGER:

Mm.

BELL:

I can't -

GRAINGER:

So, so I -

BELL:

- spread any light on that.

GRAINGER:

I, I read that - I take that, and I’m going to put to you to comment was
that Wuai and G8Way had some link.

BELL:

It's quite possible. I'm not aware of it, but it's - it, it - look, the whole
Wuai thing to me had a bit of a smell about it. And I've got no idea
where the smell was coming from, but it just didn't seem right. OK.

GRAINGER:

All right. This is - this is a email in a similar vein, which is dated 28th of
October, '13, which is the same day, there’s a later version of this email
actually.

BELL:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

This is Commission reference D-1-0-5-1-9-6-3-4. And it's a continuation
of the earlier email. And, and it appears from this - I'll give it to you to
read, and -

BELL:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

- and we'll go from there. So I'm interested in reading the items on the
first page.

BELL:

So just -

GRAINGER:

Yes.

BELL:

(UNDECIPHERABLE)

GRAINGER:

The other page’s a -

BELL:

Yep. Yeah, yeah. Yep. Charlie. I got no idea who Charlie is. And that
actually describes a little bit about the antagonism between John and
Phil. I can't shed any further light on that, I'm sorry.
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GRAINGER:

So what I wanted - it - it appears that - from that email - that Mr Elliott
has set up this meeting (UNDECIPHERABLE) before, which is a
G8Way connection with Peter Adams, and these people who -

BELL:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

- your - you (UNDECIPHERABLE)

BELL:

I remember going to a dinner in the board room, yes.

GRAINGER:

Board room, board room with Humphrey and Lydia.

BELL:

Mm-hmm..

GRAINGER:

It appears from that, that you must have had some concerns that John
Keyes wasn't invited.

BELL:

He was excluded, yeah.

GRAINGER:

And there doesn't seem to be actually a, a finality to that suggestion that
Phil spoke with John Keyes and inviting -

BELL:

I think I invited - ended up inviting him.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

I think he -

GRAINGER:

But he didn't -

BELL:

I think he was there.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

All right. Was the - in this dinner, was the project, do you recall,
discussed?

BELL:

Not in any great depth, to my memory. It was more a social dinner, just
to meet people, if you like. And Humphrey meeting with Peter, and all
those sort - obviously they met before, but, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

I think I left fairly early too.

GRAINGER:

So this dinner, that was hosted here, would the club ever pay for that -

BELL:

No.

GRAINGER:

- itself? So someone would pay for it (UNDECIPHERABLE)

BELL:

As, as in, yeah, I'm pretty sure Phil paid direct to the Chinese caterer.

GRAINGER:

OK. And Alan is the Chinese -
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BELL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- caterer, you said.

BELL:

Alan Chang.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BELL:

We may have provided drinks, but I'm - again, I'm, I'm only guessing.

GRAINGER:

All right. So Alan runs this business separate to the club, so you wouldn't
know whether G8Way had actually invoiced Alan or not.

BELL:

No, I wouldn't. And good luck asking him. His records probably aren't
very flash.

GRAINGER:

No problems. We can only but ask.

BELL:

It's certainly a test of memory, isn't it? I got -

GRAINGER:

Yes. It's not men-

BELL:

My memory's not the -

GRAINGER:

It's -

BELL:

- best at the best of times.

GRAINGER:

It's not meant to be. We try and just have -

BELL:

No, I know. But it's, yeah.

GRAINGER:

- a list of what you do recall out of it -

BELL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- without disturbing your memories too much.

BELL:

And I understand you're doing your job.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

BELL:

You know, it's no -

GRAINGER:

Remember I asked you before about discussing with Julian McLaren
about the -

BELL:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

- Wuai project. Do you recall also discussing with Julian Huntstan, he
was a financial planner -
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BELL:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

- at that point in time? Do you recall discussing with him about he, as in
Julian, seeking big financial planning clients from China?

BELL:

No. No, I don't, sorry.

GRAINGER:

OK. Andrew, at this point, I've got nothing further to ask you about.
Tim, do you want to -

FOX:

Just one clarification. You, you said earlier that - about Lydia Zhang -

BELL:

Mm-hmm.

FOX:

- that you've possibly met her in Sydney?

BELL:

Yeah. I might be confusing her with the lady at the airport too.

FOX:

All right.

BELL:

But I - I'm pretty sure she was here with Humphrey for that dinner we
had.

FOX:

And you said that you thought it might have been with Mr Maguire and
Mr Elliott.

BELL:

I never met Humphrey without Phil Elliott there.

FOX:

OK. And -

BELL:

And -

FOX:

- in all your time - sorry, I was going to say -

BELL:

Yeah.

FOX:

- in all your time - or during this time, while you're associated with
Mr Elliott, and these, these Chinese ventures - possibilities - did you ever
meet Mr Maguire, or be present at a meeting with Mr Maguire in
Sydney?

BELL:

I don't think so. I don't - during all this thing, I didn't have a lot of direct
contact with Daryl. It was mainly through Phil.

FOX:

So if you would have met -

BELL:

There's a few phone calls from Daryl. That's about the extend of it.

FOX:

Oh, OK. So you, you were called by Daryl?

BELL:

Mm.

FOX:

About?

BELL:

Oh, different issues. I, I think he rang me about the visa thing at one
stage. And when he - when we first were discussing it.
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FOX:

OK. What did he say?

BELL:

I couldn't tell you. I'm 65 years old. My memory is shocked.

FOX:

So -

BELL:

I'm sorry. I've just got a -

FOX:

That's all right. So he called you - you think he - he's called you at some
point -

BELL:

Yeah.

FOX:

- to discuss this visa -

BELL:

I think so, yeah.

FOX:

- scheme.

BELL:

Mm. For want of a better word.

FOX:

Do you recall if that was before the Sydney Airport meeting, or after?

BELL:

I think it would have been before. I'm -

FOX:

All right.

BELL:

I'm guessing, but I think it would have been before.

FOX:

All right. So it's quite clear -

BELL:

Once, once the decision was made -

FOX:

Yeah.

BELL:

- that we weren't proceeding, it was just -

FOX:

Right.

BELL:

- the end of it, as far as everyone was concerned.

FOX:

OK.

GRAINGER:

Andrew, I have nothing further. Thank you for taking your time to talk
to us.

BELL:

Not a problem.

GRAINGER:

Much appreciated.

BELL:

Anything we can do to help.

GRAINGER:

If you could look through your records -

BELL:

I will.
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GRAINGER:

- for the things we discussed, that would be greatly appreciated.

BELL:

Do you want me just to email them to you?

GRAINGER:

Just email them to me.

BELL:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

That would be fine.

BELL:

OK.

GRAINGER:

Just in closing, do you have any complaints about the way Tim or I have
conducted -

BELL:

No.

GRAINGER:

- ourselves today?

BELL:

None whatsoever.

GRAINGER:

Have we made any threat or promise to you to give the answers given interview today?

BELL:

No.

GRAINGER:

Have they been given of your own free will?

BELL:

Absolutely.

GRAINGER:

And are they true to the best of your knowledge and belief?

BELL:

And memory.

FOX:

And recall.

GRAINGER:

OK. Now, thank you. I'll turn - finalise the interview. The time currently
is 1.48pm.
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Re: Investment opportunity
From:
To:
Date:

Daryl Maguire <
>
Phil Elliott <phil.elliott@riverinastrata.com.au>
Fri, 25 Jan 2013 10:34:49 +1100

Ya I will explain when I get home middle of next week
Sent from my iPad
On 25/01/2013, at 9:10 AM, Phil Elliott < phil.elliott@riverinastrata.com.au> wrote:

Sent from my iPad
Begin forwarded message:
From: Andrew Bell <abell@waggarsl.com.au>
Date: 25 January 2013 9:22:08 AM AEDT
To: Phil Elliott <phil.elliott@riverinastrata.com.au>
Subject: Re: Investment opportunity
Phil,
Only bloke I know there is Craig Love who is the CEO. Only know him
vaguely but he has a very good reputation. Graeme Carroll speaks very
highly of him. He runs the Club very well - if that is any sort of
recommendation??
AB
On 24/01/13 9:43 PM, "Phil Elliott" <phil.elliott@riverinastrata.com.au>
wrote:
Hello
We have a strong investment opportunity around the campsie area. Do you
have a good quality contact at campsie Rsl who would be worth talking to
or in area.this is legit via the g8way connections
Phil

Sent from my iPhone

No virus found in this message.
Checked by AVG - www.avg.com
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Version: 2013.0.2890 / Virus Database: 2639/6054 - Release Date: 01/24/13
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RE: RSL
From:
To:
Cc:
Date:

Phil Elliott <phil.elliott@riverinastrata.com.au>
>
Daryl Maguire <
Andrew Bell <abell@waggarsl.com.au>
Thu, 14 Mar 2013 12:38:00 +1100

G'day
The RSl and Commercial Clubs are separate entities so along with the motel that represents 3
opportunities subject to board and management approval and so on
Cheers
Phil
-----Original Message----From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:
]
Sent: Tuesday, 26 February 2013 10:33 PM
To: Phil Elliott
Subject: Re: RSL
End of April say from 17 th till 26
Sent from my iPad
On 26/02/2013, at 9:46 PM, Phil Elliott <phil.elliott@riverinastrata.com.au> wrote:
> When is te china meetimg planned for....
>
> Sent from my iPad
>
> On 26/02/2013, at 5:37 AM,
wrote:
>
>> Thats great news
>>> -- Original Message ->>> Subject: RSL
>>> From: Phil Elliott <phil.elliott@riverinastrata.com.au>
>>> Date: Mon, 25 Feb 2013 21:39:04 +0800
>>> To: Daryl Maguire <
>
>>>
>>>
>>> The rsl can help Maggie with supporting Chinese who may wish to come to
>>> Australia
>>> We fullfil all the requirements
>>> Phil
>>>
>>> Sent from my iPad
>>
----No virus found in this message.
Checked by AVG - www.avg.com
Version: 2013.0.2899 / Virus Database: 2641/6152 - Release Date: 03/06/13
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RE: Gday. Couple of things
From:
To:
Date:

Phil Elliott <phil@g8wayinternational.com.au>
Andrew Bell <abell@waggarsl.com.au>
Tue, 19 Mar 2013 11:03:28 +1100

Subject to the planets aligning I may have a meeting for strata at the club this Thursday around 1130
and therefore finished near 1230
Maybe we could have a chat around 1'ish
There is a lot of 'stuff' to consider as well as the clubs involvement in hosting some Chinese workers
and the income available from that. It could be between $5000 and $10000 per placement for the club
and that could also be directed toward China costs in the future.
Whatever suits
With respect I would rather come back from NZ and do the job rather than JK
This bloke is at Barry O'Farrell level and I think John might be a little uncomfortable
Phil Elliott
Managing Director
T/F
437
M:
abn
242
acn: 160 593 242
PO Box
Mount Austin NSW 2650
www.g8wayinternational.com.au
-----Original Message----From: Andrew Bell [mailto:abell@waggarsl.com.au]
Sent: Tuesday, 19 March 2013 10:20 AM
To: Phil Elliott
Subject: Re: Gday. Couple of things
Phil
Sorry for not replying yesterday but I had the dentist and I had to get my
head around some parts of the email.
Directors room fine for tonight but Boardroom is available if you need
something bigger. The old Board chairs are currently in directors room but
they are being moved today (hopefully)
April 13th is totally out for me as that is the day we are travelling to
Tassie. Johnny for some Goombai?
I'm keen on another China trip but I have some doubts about the benefits
for the Club that would allow such a trip. Something to work on though.
When do you think it may be appropriate?
Knives and forks - no answer yet from Emily although the price
differential is still approximately $5 per item to the best of our
knowledge. We will know more when we get some samples and Em replies with
confirmed pricings.
My feelings re Humphrey tend to gel with "Darls" - I felt that H was
looking for a face saving way of getting out of their commitment. Maybe
using lack of financial commitment to the Coin building as the trigger??
I think we need to sit and have a talk about all of this.
Regards
AB
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On 18/03/13 12:17 PM, "Phil Elliott" <phil@g8wayinternational.com.au>
wrote:
>Hello Andrew
>First things first. Can I use the board room or directors room tomorrow
>around 630. I do that little bit of voluntary work for the Burundi
>African community and will chair a meeting for them
>2nd did you get enough for the Friday WCC breakfast
>
>Now...real business. Did the forks and knives come in a $1 or thereabouts
>and....
>Had a long long talk with Dayl across the weekend. Wuai ..he's hopeful
>more than confident now but still pushing hard and I am about to contact
>Humphrey with a "don't care where it happens, we want in" commitment.
>The party secretary of Shenyang City is in Sydney April 13th and I'm
>trying to get a seat on his table at Parliament House even if it means
>comng back from NZ for the day. Are you about or away also.
>
>Next..we probably need another visit to China. Could I suggest we even
>look at you taking tracey and perhaps I can take Karen if the stars align
>with holidays etc
>Daryl believes that like you, Guangzhou is the go for the Coin Club
>I have also found out that Humphrey has a building in Guangzhou in and
>around the CBD
>We suggest that we could run virtually a parallel project. Work on both
>Guangzhou and Shenyang with an emphasis on Guangzhou. That way Humphrey
>maintains face with his masters in Shenyang and we could perfect the
>model in Guangzhou and take it 'ready made' to Shenyang...or not
>
>From a personal perspective work out what you and Tracey would like to see
>So for example could fly direct to Guangzhou on China Southern then to
>Shenyang and stay near Wuai. From there to maybe Shanghai for a look.
>Fast train from Shanghai to Yiwu and on to Beijing
>Bit of a look. Beijing to Xian. Xian back to Guangzhou or even Sechuan
>for the panda bears.Train to Hong Kong so Tracey and you mad shoppers can
>do that then A 380 home.
>I want to get 䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇
䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇 듛䝇䝇螇ⱻ牳埢廍 䝇䝇䚙됊䝇䝇
䝇䝇 鐚䝇䝇縥둿䝇䝇ㄟ 䝇䝇
鐚䝇䝇둱䝇䝇
䝇䝇셇鐚䝇䝇渨듽䝇䝇
䝇䝇慇鐨䝇䝇´뒝䝇䝇ㅣ 䝇䝇퉇鐨䝇䝇 되䝇䝇
䝇䝇
ه鐨䝇䝇�둽䝇䝇ㇴ 䝇䝇佇鐨䝇䝇렋뒓䝇䝇
䝇䝇 鐨䝇䝇峈둘䝇䝇㇆ 䝇䝇㍇鐻䝇䝇瞖됬䝇䝇튱
䝇䝇靇 䝇䝇∽듎䝇䝇閔 䝇䝇 ݈䝇䝇⊲듾䝇䝇ㄑ 䝇䝇 铅䝇䝇뵻됤䝇䝇ㅤ 䝇䝇ч铅䝇䝇叾듞䝇䝇é
䝇䝇潇 䝇䝇瓁뒸䝇䝇廍 䝇䝇㹇樯䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇
䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇䝇
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RE: no good at RSL
From:
To:
Date:

Phil Elliott <phil.elliott@riverinastrata.com.au>
Wed, 15 May 2013 11:42:09 +1000

Hello
Tim is out for sure. He even wanted to return his $1000. I told him it was his per the agreement and
suggested a number of charities he can give it to if he doesn't want it but that I wouldn't accept it
The RSL is out as a whole
I think the major hurdle in the end was the explanation by Maggie and Monica of how it works. They
really need to be careful.
When asked by Tim what happens if immigration officials turn up he was told they probably won't but
on the off chance they do just tell them he is on leave/holidays/sick etc
The other thing was the candidate. He was excellent but telling fibs. For example he was asked where
he was from and he said..I think...in the North. Then later told us he was somewhere, can't remember
and that was in the south. Then he stumbled and said in the south
That was the killer I think
Keyes had the shits from the first day we arrived in China because he was way out of his depth and
this was just an extension of this. He also feels threatened, probably by me, and was just showing his
power. Made himself look a complete goose
Anyway, all this was in a private meeting and I know you won't repeat it
I need to be in Canberra Saturday and back Sunday. Taking muffy for company and to get her away
from wagga as it is all a bit much for her here at the moment
We will call back via your place if that suits and Karen can pay you and collect the car
Cheers
Phil
-----Original Message----From:
[mailto:
Sent: W
a
8:52 AM
To: Phil Elliott
Subject: RE: no good at RSL
WoW !! what a knuckle , beware I think Andrew would be in there somewhere
. Is Tim out for sure ?
>-- Original Message ->From: "Phil Elliott" <phil.elliott@riverinastrata.com.au>
>To: <
>
>Subject: no good at RSL
>Date: Tue, 14 May 2013 23:13:14 +1000
>
>
>G'day
>
>Got hauled over the coals in a very poor set up by Keyes at the RSL for
>supposed non disclosure of conflicts of interest.
>
>
>
>You don't need to know the details but I appeared before the full board
and
>was filthy about it. In the end I had that imbecile apologise to me
>
>
>
>Anyway..the downside because of his work I'm sure is that Tim from the
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>catering company will not be hosting Maggies man and the club won't be
>involved in any way
>
>
>
>I have in my draw $1000 from Maggie which needs to be returned. If you're
>in
>Sydney you can give it to her and I will give to you or whatever suits
>
>
>
>Tomorrow I will advise Maggie that it isn't happening but will now work
on
>others
>
>
>
>Cheers
>
>
>
>Phil
>
>
>
>
>
>Riverina Strata Management
>
>Licensee: Phil Elliott JP
>
>PO Box
>
>Mount Austin NSW 2650
>
>
>
>T/F: 0269 257 437
>
>M:
>
>I: <http://www.riverinastrata.com.au/> www.riverinastrata.com.au
>
>Servicing strata and community schemes throughout the Riverina
>
>
>
----No virus found in this message.
Checked by AVG - www.avg.com
Version: 2013.0.3336 / Virus Database: 3162/6324 - Release Date: 05/14/13
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Wuai
From:
To:
Cc:
Date:
Attachments:

Phil Elliott <phil@g8wayinternational.com.au>
@aliyun.com
Andrew Bell <abell@waggarsl.com.au>
Tue, 18 Jun 2013 14:59:21 +1000
img-618142026-0001.pdf (184.57 kB); _Certification_.txt (143 bytes)

Hello Gordon
The Wagga RSL Club confirms its interest in being involved at the International Trade Centre
development and to that end has placed a copy of their MOU on letterhead so that you can provide
that to developers.
Best wishes
Phil
Phil Elliott
Managing Director
T/F: (02) 69 257 437
M:
abn: 14 160 593 242
acn: 160 593 242
PO Box
Mount A
NSW 2650
www.g8wayinternational.com.au
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Re: Chinese for lunch
From:
To:
Date:

Andrew Bell <abell@waggarsl.com.au>
Phil Elliott <phil.elliott@riverinastrata.com.au>
Mon, 28 Oct 2013 09:48:43 +1100

All set for Wednesday, mate.
I assume you are coordinating with Allan regarding the meal?
Got your business cards here from Yoko.
Talk soon
AB
On 27/10/13 9:35 PM, "Phil Elliott" <phil.elliott@riverinastrata.com.au>
wrote:
>Beauty..welcome back incidentally
>Ran into Phil Mc this morning and he taved about the success
>Well done !!
>
>Sent from my iPad
>
>On 27/10/2013, at 9:31 PM, Andrew Bell <abell@waggarsl.com.au> wrote:
>
>> Mate,
>> Should be fine but I will double check tomorrow and confirm.
>> AB
>>
>> Sent from my iPhone
>>
>>> On 27 Oct 2013, at 20:46, "Phil Elliott"
>>><phil.elliott@riverinastrata.com.au> wrote:
>>>
>>> Gday
>>> Is it possible to have the private dining room set up for Wednesdaynat
>>>1.00 pm
>>> 6 people including me and either you or John if possible
>>> James Maguire, Peter Adams and 2 Chinese guests. Can tell you more
>>>later. I will pay via g8way but discetion important. This isnt wuai but
>>>can help the club with a possible influx of Chinese
>>> Cheers
>>> Phil
>>> Note..I fly to sydney and back tomorrow. At Q club from about 1115 to
>>>1. Home at 8. Can you let me know that you get this
>>>
>>> Sent from my iPad
----No virus found in this message.
Checked by AVG - www.avg.com
Version: 2014.0.4158 / Virus Database: 3615/6786 - Release Date: 10/27/13

Volume 27

125

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

Re: Chinese for lunch
From:
To:
Date:

Phil Elliott <phil.elliott@riverinastrata.com.au>
Andrew Bell <abell@waggarsl.com.au>
Mon, 28 Oct 2013 15:54:30 +1100

Thanks mate
Sent from my iPhone
> On 28 Oct 2013, at 1:52 pm, Andrew Bell <abell@waggarsl.com.au> wrote:
>
> Phil,
> I have pre warned Allan and told him you will confirm everything tomorrow.
> Haven't mentioned the style of dishes yet.
> AB
>
> On 28/10/13 11:42 AM, "Phil Elliott" <phil.elliott@riverinastrata.com.au>
> wrote:
>
>> Either way. The head man, Charlie, has been 20 years here.
>> Just Allans usual nice fresh stuff..fish..chow mein..nothing battered I
>> guess
>> Say 6 dishes and rice
>> I will pay him either on account or cash if he prefers
>>
>> Sent from my iPad
>>
>>> On 28/10/2013, at 11:38 AM, Andrew Bell <abell@waggarsl.com.au> wrote:
>>>
>>> Ok, mate - good.
>>> I will warn Allan.
>>> What sort of meal do you want? Chinese Chinese or Australian Chinese?
>>> AB
>>>
>>> On 28/10/13 11:36 AM, "Phil Elliott"
>>> <phil.elliott@riverinastrata.com.au>
>>> wrote:
>>>
>>>> He would know nothing of it because it was only confirmed about 8 last
>>>> night. In sydney at the moment and will confirm with allan tomorrow if
>>>> ok..perhaps you might mention to him
>>>> Seeing Daryl shortly for other details
>>>> I will contact John now
>>>> Phil
>>>>
>>>> Sent from my iPad
>>>>
>>>>> On 28/10/2013, at 11:33 AM, Andrew Bell <abell@waggarsl.com.au> wrote:
>>>>>
>>>>> Phil,
>>>>> Talking with JK this morning and mentioned the lunch on Wednesday.
>>>>> He knows nothing about it - perhaps you should have a chat and invite
>>>>> him?
>>>>> AB
>>>>>
>>>>> On 27/10/13 9:35 PM, "Phil Elliott"
>>>>> <phil.elliott@riverinastrata.com.au>
>>>>> wrote:
>>>>>
>>>>>> Beauty..welcome back incidentally
>>>>>> Ran into Phil Mc this morning and he taved about the success
>>>>>> Well done !!
>>>>>>
>>>>>> Sent from my iPad
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>>>>>>
>>>>>>> On 27/10/2013, at 9:31 PM, Andrew Bell <abell@waggarsl.com.au> wrote:
>>>>>>>
>>>>>>> Mate,
>>>>>>> Should be fine but I will double check tomorrow and confirm.
>>>>>>> AB
>>>>>>>
>>>>>>> Sent from my iPhone
>>>>>>>
>>>>>>>> On 27 Oct 2013, at 20:46, "Phil Elliott"
>>>>>>>> <phil.elliott@riverinastrata.com.au> wrote:
>>>>>>>>
>>>>>>>> Gday
>>>>>>>> Is it possible to have the private dining room set up for
>>>>>>>> Wednesdaynat
>>>>>>>> 1.00 pm
>>>>>>>> 6 people including me and either you or John if possible
>>>>>>>> James Maguire, Peter Adams and 2 Chinese guests. Can tell you more
>>>>>>>> later. I will pay via g8way but discetion important. This isnt wuai
>>>>>>>> but
>>>>>>>> can help the club with a possible influx of Chinese
>>>>>>>> Cheers
>>>>>>>> Phil
>>>>>>>> Note..I fly to sydney and back tomorrow. At Q club from about 1115
>>>>>>>> to
>>>>>>>> 1. Home at 8. Can you let me know that you get this
>>>>>>>>
>>>>>>>> Sent from my iPad
>
----No virus found in this message.
Checked by AVG - www.avg.com
Version: 2014.0.4158 / Virus Database: 3615/6786 - Release Date: 10/27/13
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INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION
RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN SENIOR INVESTIGATOR PAUL
GRAINGER AND CHIEF INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX OF THE INDEPENDENT
5

COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION AND ROBERT PETER BERTON AT
YENDA ON 13 DECEMBER 2018
TIME:

9.09AM

PRESENT:

SENIOR INVESTIGATOR PAUL GRAINGER
CHIEF INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX
ROBERT PETER BERTON

GRAINGER:

This is a recorded interview between Paul Grainger and Mr Robert
Berton, also known as Bob. Today is the 13th of December, 2018. The
time is now 9.09am. We're currently at the Berton Vineyards. 55
Mirrool Avenue in Yenda, in New South Wales. Other than myself,
there are two other people present. For the purposes of voice
identification I'll get them to state their name starting with you, Bob.

BERTON:

Robert Berton.

GRAINGER:

Tim?

FOX:

Tim Fox.

GRAINGER:

Thank you. Do you mind if I call you Bob through the interview?

BERTON:

Please do.

GRAINGER:

Bob, have you given your consent to have this interview recorded?

BERTON:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Can you tell me your full name, please.

BERTON:

Robert Peter Berton.

GRAINGER:

Your date of birth?
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GRAINGER:
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Your current residential address?

BERTON:
GRAINGER:
BERTON:
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GRAINGER:

Thanks Bob. Just to adopt a couple of things onto the record that I told
you beforehand. This is a voluntary process. You don’t have to take part
unless you want to. You are under no - no obligation to answer any
questions I put not you, so if you don’t want to answer a question, just
tell me. Might have another solution. Do you agree that I've also
advised you that pursuant to the ICAC Act, it is a criminal offence to
deliberately provide false or misleading information to an officer of the
commission performing their functions under the Act. Any information
you provide in the interview today needs to be true to the best of your
knowledge and belief. Do you understand that?

BERTON

Absolutely.

GRAINGER:

OK. So there was no misunderstanding at all, both Tim and I are
commission officers. This interview is a function hence you need to be
100 per cent frank and honest with us. Bob, the - so you're aware of the
commission's investigation. We are conducting an investigation into
allegations since 2012. Mr Daryl Maguire, the former member for
Wagga Wagga engaged in conduct involved with breach of public trust
by using his public office and involving his duties as a member of the
New South Wales parliament and the use of parliamentary resources to
improperly gain a benefit for himself, a company known as G8way
International and any other associated persons. That’s the scope of our
investigation. Bob, the premises around Berton Vineyard, are you the
owner of that business?

BERTON:

I'm one of the owners. I'm a shareholder with - there's about 30
shareholders. I have about 40 per cent.

GRAINGER:

OK. Are you a director of the company?

BERTON:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Who are the other directors of the company?

BERTON:

Jamie Bennett and James Ceccato and we’ve just appointed Frank Sergi.

GRAINGER:

OK. With - how long has Berton Vineyards been operating?

BERTON:

This is our fourteenth year. 2005 we started here.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BERTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And prior to that you indicated you worked for De Bortoli?

BERTON:

Well, before that I was with Miranda's. Sorry, at Beelgara, Miranda and
be Bortoli's in -

GRAINGER:

OK.

BERTON:

Going backwards.
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GRAINGER:

All right. So prior to the commencement or the recorded part of the
interview, you indicated to us that you’ve had a long term friendship or
relationship with Mr Maguire?

BERTON:

Yeah, yeah. Back when I was at De Bortoli's. Daryl worked for us - or
for De Bortoli's as a cellar manager and we had – and we were friends
with friends of his and therefore we knew each other socially.

GRAINGER:

OK. Has that continued?

BERTON:

No. No, it stopped when he left. He left early to go to Wagga and
became the mayor or whatever - you know.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BERTON:

Down there.

GRAINGER:

So what year roughly was that? When were you at De Bortoli?

BERTON:

Shit. Probably 30 years ago. So what's that? So '90s.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BERTON:

'90s - 80's. What's 30 years ago? 28 years would be 1990, so it would be
that sort of -

GRAINGER:

Late '80s -

BERTON:

- time frame.

GRAINGER:

- and the early '90s.

BERTON:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. The - the social aspect of, of seeing the, the friends of the friends as
you said, petered out after Mr Maguire went to Wagga. Did you have
occasional contact with him at all?

BERTON:

I had, I had - the first time I had contact with Daryl was through the -

GRAINGER:

In the -

BERTON:

Well, it's -

GRAINGER:

- matter we're talking about now -

BERTON:

Yeah

GRAINGER:

- is it? OK.

BERTON:

So, I haven't spoken to Daryl for - whenever that was - last -

GRAINGER:

How ever many years.

BERTON:

'90s. Yeah, yeah. Around that.

5

10

15

20

25

30

Volume 27

130

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

5

GRAINGER:

Just a couple of names I'd like to know if you're aware of them. Do you
know a bloke by the name of Phil Elliott? Nuh?

BERTON:

Nuh

GRAINGER:

Gordon Tse? T-S-E?

BERTON:

No. Unless they're people with - associated with Viking. Andrew might
know them but I don’t know them.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

BERTON:

No.

GRAINGER:

What about a person known as Maggie Wang. Have you heard that
name?

BERTON:

I think we know a Wendy Wang but I don’t - I, I, I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BERTON:

Definitely not.

GRAINGER:

All right.

BERTON:

But we, we - I'm not sure. I reckon Jason works with somebody called
Wendy Wang.

GRAINGER:

Can - do you have a person perhaps -

BERTON:

Or Wendy, Wendy Wu or Wendy Ma.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BERTON:

I can check.

GRAINGER:

All right.

BERTON:

We can look it up to see if we deal with any, any Wangs but it may be
one person between the belt.

GRAINGER:

So just in relation to - we understand that Mr Maguire for want of a better
term, brokered a deal - a purchase of wine through Berton Vineyards.

BERTON:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Just in your own words, tell us how that came about.

BERTON:

Well, he, he came here apparently one Saturday with a group of Chinese
people and they were doing a tour of the region and they tasted wines. I
think out, out of that came an, an enquiry to me about whether or not we
would have wine to sell to China which the answer was yes, and sort of
meandered along for a little while. I'm not really quite sure how long
that time frame was but it wasn’t like - it wasn’t like in 2 days something
happened.
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GRAINGER:

Yep.

BERTON:

And then somewhere down the track - then we started talking about
pricing and then suggested that we needed to add some commission there
for - as a brokers fee.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BERTON:

OK. So - and that’s where - that’s where I sort of handed it over to
Andrew to deal with.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BERTON:

To deal with the logistics of it all.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BERTON:

So my contact with - with Daryl was probably either one or two phone
calls. It might have been - it might have been a bit of email stuff. I can't
actually remember but we started - he, he sort of came to me and said,
"Do you want to sell?" and I said, "Oh, you beauty. You're bringing
business to me. No worries at all." And then subsequent to that was the you know. I'll - I, I think I need a brokers fee and then I sent him to
Andrew. So -

GRAINGER:

So with -

BERTON:

Largely because I felt a bit uncomfortable because it's a relationship that
- I thought he was - I sort of felt as if he was better as a mate but when he
asked for money then I felt it - I felt that - I felt a bit uncomfortable.

GRAINGER:

All right. So when the first contact with Maguire you said he brought
some Chinese here on a Saturday doing a tour of the region. Were you
here at that -

BERTON:

No.

GRAINGER:

- at that time?

BERTON:

No, no. I wasn’t. I didn’t know anything about it.

GRAINGER:

And then -

BERTON:

I - and I don’t know when that was. I - that’s just - I don’t even know
why I know that. I think actually James mentioned that he saw Daryl
here. James is the wine - the - our winemaker and other director but I - I
can't - I can't confirm.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BERTON:

I don’t know whether he did or not but from my understanding was Daryl
came through the area with the, the, the group and they tasted wines
presumably at lots of places and then they wanted to proceed. They
asked if we would be happy to sell them wine and I definitely said yes.
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GRAINGER:

So was that a conversation you had with Daryl yourself?

BERTON:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. So what was he looking for? What - as in purchase a case of wine?
How - what volume are we talking about?

BERTON:

No, it would have been - well, we, we didn’t know at that stage but -

GRAINGER:

Yep.

BERTON:

- it was going to be significant.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BERTON:

Like, it would have been a container or five - you know. I think it ended
up being eight containers.

GRAINGER:

Right. So -

BERTON:

So quarter of a million dollars worth of wine that we sold. So -

GRAINGER:

Had you at - did you have an export business to China at that point in
time?

BERTON:

Shit yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yeah?

BERTON:

Yeah. And that’s really common. Like that, that was what our business that going back - When was this? 2013 or something. 12, 13, 14? So -

GRAINGER:

Yeah. 12, 13.

BERTON:

Yeah. That was pretty much our business because we were - well, we
started in 2006 so we were still trying to make our way with our brands,
so we were doing a lot of business in China. A home label business.
You know. So proprietary labels. So we'd suggest a label, we'd make it
up for it and bla, bla, bla. So, for us it was very normal business. Very
normal.

GRAINGER:

So in, in relation to the contact of Mr Maguire, there was no quantity
discussed at that point in time?

BERTON:

I can't remember to be honest, Paul. I think it was five. Nuh. I can't
remember whether we talk - he - the conversation was more about were
we able to supply wine to a Chinese customer and then it was a question
of working out whether or not - how much they wanted.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

BERTON:

So, I don't think we - the understanding would've been that it's a least a
container because we wouldn’t have done it if it was less.

GRAINGER:

OK.
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BERTON:

So if he wanted to buy a case of wine I would say yes go help yourself.

GRAINGER:

Help yourself - yeah.

BERTON:

Yeah. But to produce a known label we, we, we've got like, minimum
order requirements to do that, so it would be a container for sure.

GRAINGER:

Are generally all these sorts of China - a known label type situation?

BERTON:

In the early days they were. We were doing a little bit of our own brands
but in, in those, those days, pretty much exclusively it was own label
because China is a - like a really weird market. It's not - it doesn’t have
like, an organised structure - or it didn’t have going back then but you
find in more - in, in, in the sort of western countries where it's - so you
don’t have like - an importer, distributer, retail shop there. There's no you know. The supermarkets don’t sell wine. So, a lot of it may well very well have been driven by people's need or Chinese needs to - you
know - have business associations with Australia in order to get visas.
That’s certainly a factor of the business that has happened in our
company I imagine. I don’t know for a fact but it may be the case,
because we've done business with guys who were - you know - taken two
containers and then we'd never heard of them again. You know what I
mean?

GRAINGER:

Yep.

BERTON:

But also we've, we've got business with guys who we've been working
with for 10 years. You know. So, it's a little bit of a hodge-podge in
terms of the, the way to go to market in China.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

BERTON:

So, this one was probably could've, could've been that or it could've been
a long term thing. We -

GRAINGER:

OK.

BERTON:

We, we wouldn’t have known.

GRAINGER:

When, when you spoke to Daryl - I know it's a long time ago. I, I
certainly don’t expect - you know - he said, I said, he said, I said, but do
you remember the gist of what Daryl said to you? Why he was enquiring
about a, a possibility of -

BERTON:

Well -

GRAINGER:

- you selling wines in China?

35

BERTON:

Like I said, at the start it was - I, I don’t remember but it was pretty much
- you know - asking the question of whether we would be interested I
supplying a Chinese customer. OK. So, it would've been around those
terms and then - you know. Either the second time or the third time,
whichever number of times we talked about it, and -

40

GRAINGER:

Yep.
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BERTON:

- he did the - you know - includes some money permission for him -

GRAINGER:

OK.

BERTON:

- with the price.

GRAINGER:

And -

BERTON:

And that’s probably the last time I spoke to him.

GRAINGER:

Right.

BERTON:

And -

GRAINGER:

What sort of money was he asking permission wise?

BERTON:

He didn’t say any - I've - I can't remember. He might've talked about
5 per cent. I can't really remember but it would've - it - I'm sure I would
have written it down and documented it but it was that sort of - you know
- like a - I mean it's quite a normal practice that we would expect an
introduction, and introducer’s fee and they would - they would get paid you know - a few per cent. Whether it was five or -

GRAINGER:

Is that an industry standard? Or -

BERTON:

Nuh, it's just -

GRAINGER:

- just happens on occasions?

BERTON:

it's just what you - it's just what you accept as normal as suppose.

GRAINGER:

So you indicated that earlier that you were a bit surprised by Daryl
actually asking for that?

BERTON:

Well, when he first rang up I thought - you know. I thought he's, he's a
friend. He's - you know. He's swinging me some business. So, so we
proceeded down the path and I - you know. I was quite thankful and then
when he asked for money then I was less thankful. And that’s, that’s
pretty well what I - I removed myself from the equation because then it
was a - it wasn't a friendship thing, it was a business thing.

GRAINGER:

Business transaction.

BERTON:

And I gave it to the - you know - sent it to Andrew to look after.

GRAINGER:

Do, do you recall the people that Daryl was purchasing on behalf of?

BERTON:

I have never met them.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BERTON:

I don’t know them. I've never saw them. So, the only person I spoke to
was Daryl and then Andrew would've dealt or spoke to those guys.

GRAINGER:

OK. What about someone by the name of Kent? Do you know - that
name ring a bell? Nuh?
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BERTON:

Kent’s first name or second name?

GRAINGER:

Kent's the first name.

BERTON:

So he's Chinese?

GRAINGER:

Mmm. I've got a couple of emails here that I can show you that may,
may assist later on. Cherie is -

BERTON:

My wife.

GRAINGER:

Your wife, is it? OK. And she works in the vineyards here as well or -

BERTON:

She works in the cellar door.

GRAINGER:

OK.

10

BERTON:

Back in those days she might have been here on the - on the Saturdays
actually or whenever he came around. So she used - she used to - back,
back then was when we first started so, yeah. She would've been in the
cellar door. That’s probably the last 4 or 5 years she has the door. She's
only been here one day a week.

15

GRAINGER:

Yeah. OK. So what do you recall ended up happening with the, the, the
sale that was brokered by Daryl?

BERTON:

It, it got transacted. I think we sent six odd containers to a company
called Viking Global. I know this now because I looked it up.

GRAINGER:

Yes. Yeah.

BERTON:

I-

GRAINGER:

You wouldn’t remember it otherwise, no.

BERTON:

I, I didn’t even think we'd done any business with them.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BERTON:

I - to be honest I thought it was - yeah. So I was at - when you - when
you first said, I said well, we didn’t actually do anything, and when we
actually went - when I had a look, there’d have to be something so - so
yeah. We, we, we did a - we, we shipped one lot in whenever the year it
was - 2013 - and I think there were two more orders after that.

GRAINGER:

From the same company?

BERTON:

From the same lot. Yep.

GRAINGER:

Right. We've got some emails here and - actually I probably go - I'll go
through what happened then. And Mr Maguire - so you'd broken the
orders up in the - into segments? Is that the case? So some were sent to
this date, some were sent this date, sent, sent later? So, I'll rephrase that.
Was it all one big order that was fulfilled over a number of shipments?
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BERTON:

I, I don’t know but I thought it all went at once. Like the - I think there's
only one invoice and if there's one invoice, it would've been one
shipment because generally - you know - you export paperwork, you
need the documents to line up.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BERTON:

So -

GRAINGER:

So you, you, you said before that you thought there was one order and
then there was another set of orders that -

BERTON:

I think there were another couple of -

GRAINGER:

Orders?

BERTON:

- after that that came in -

GRAINGER:

yep.

BERTON:

- from Viking Global.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BERTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So there's -

BERTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Same company, different orders? So -

BERTON:

Just different orders. Yeah, but it might have been a year later or I'm,
I'm, I'm not -

GRAINGER:

Sure.

BERTON:

- 100 per cent sure but there was that one big one and then there was
another order with - two orders after that, but Andrew will be able to tell
you -

GRAINGER:

OK.

BERTON:

- exactly.

GRAINGER:

So in your role here, you don’t get involved generally in the day to day -

BERTON:

I get involved in the day to day of just about everything but Asia I leave
to Andrew. So I look after Europe and England and, and that market, so
that's where my knowledge base is, and Andrew looks after Asia, so
that's why again I sent it to him because I'm not really that familiar with,
with China. Just - yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. And -

BERTON:

But the first contact that Daryl made was with me.
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GRAINGER:

OK.

BERTON:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So as - after the, the sales had been completed, to your knowledge, when
was the commission paid to Daryl? Was it paid in one lump sum? Was
it paid in -

BERTON:

Well, it was paid to a company - we got an invoice from another
company and then it was paid and I think it, it might have been quite a bit
later. So, maybe it was after we got paid or - I'm not sure.

GRAINGER:

Sure. OK.

BERTON:

I'm not sure.

GRAINGER:

Did -

BERTON:

And it's, it's all documented -

GRAINGER:

Yep.

BERTON:

- and I think we sent that -

GRAINGER:

You’ve sent that to me, yes. Did - would - were you a - were you made
aware that it was being - the commission was being paid to a third party?

BERTON:

I didn’t even realise we'd made the sale.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BERTON:

So, I may have. I, I, I honestly don’t remember. I honestly don’t
remember whether we had even paid the commission because my, my
firs - my first impression when you asked the question was we didn’t do
any business at all with - then I went and found out that we did. So -

GRAINGER:

Yeah. So -

BERTON:

But whether I was aware at the time and I just immediately forgot, I don’t
know but, but I, I have no recollection of, of watching that transaction
eventuate.

GRAINGER:

Is that the normal course of events that sort of - you’ve - you're otherwise
occupied and you deal with other things and the, the people in the
company just process as they -

BERTON:

Absolutely. You know there's - you know. There's 50 odd people here
and we of quite a bit of business. Back in those days there probably
weren't as many people to be fair, so it may have been less usual for me
not to be paying attention to that. So, you know. I honestly - I, I can say
that I knew about it but it doesn’t feel right. So, I knew we were going to
pay commission -

GRAINGER:

OK. Yes.
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BERTON:

- but I didn’t know about how it was going to happen.

GRAINGER:

Happen.

BERTON:

All right.

GRAINGER:

All right. OK.

BERTON:

So, so, so I - or I can't remember knowing about how it was going to
happen but that we were paying Daryl, we paying -

GRAINGER:

Someone else.

BERTON:

Someone else

GRAINGER:

Yep.

BERTON:

I-

GRAINGER:

OK.

BERTON:

I don’t recall that bit.

GRAINGER:

With, with the sale there's some emails here that, that date back to 2009,
2000 - yeah - 2009.

BERTON:

Shit. Is there?

GRAINGER:

Mmm. I'll show them to you now.

BERTON:

Yeah, OK.

GRAINGER:

This is a, a, an email from Daryl to you or to the email address
bberton@bertonvineyards.com.au.

BERTON:

Yeah, that’s me. Yep.

GRAINGER:

And it's dated the 3rd of June, 2019 at 3.14pm.

BERTON:

19?

GRAINGER:

Sorry, 2009. Sorry. 2009. It's from commission property reference
E-1-9 - sorry. E-1-5-0-0-7-8-0-4-9-0-0-0-1 and I'll just show you that.1

BERTON:

So that was 2009?

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

BERTON:

Maybe it started way back then, then. I've, I've - yeah.

GRAINGER:

There's a series of emails here I'll show you -

BERTON:

Right. Yeah, yeah. OK.

1
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GRAINGER:

- that may assist you.

BERTON:

Well, I, I just - if, if the, the transaction was the 13, I would just assume
that it was - it seemed to be quite - in my mind it seemed to be something
that happened within a reasonable timeframe. Yeah, OK. So, yep.

GRAINGER:

Well, that may be bore out later by the documents as you go through.

BERTON:

Yeah, yeah. Well that - so that’s two - that’s like, 5 years before that or
3 years before that.

GRAINGER:

And I'm assuming you don’t recall that email?

BERTON:

I don’t but it's like - you know - when I was saying before when he rang
me

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

BERTON:

Maybe he wrote to me. Yeah. There was - there was, I remember
though there was a contact about him visiting and that’s what he's
implying there, that I saw Cherie.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

BERTON:

So maybe that’s where I got the idea that he - he's done a winery tour.

GRAINGER:

Tour.

BERTON:

It might have been that.

GRAINGER:

Now I'll you the next one. It's, it's 10 June, 2009 at 8.03pm. So that’s
7 days later. There's a bit of a chain of emails and the bottom one starts
with an email from Cherie to Daryl.

BERTON:

Right.

GRAINGER:

Which you're copied into. It's about pricing and the - as, as we know, all
of the emails - it goes from the bottom up. So have a look at that.

BERTON:

OK. So Cherie's answer to him about wine for personal use presumably.
And then he's written back to Cherie which - so he's actually written back
to Cherie here but not to me. "Cherie, I'm going to bring Chinese
contact. I know them well. Maybe it's the problem. Starting an
Australian-China business club. When you quote prices make sure there
is agents commission in it because one can waste so much time with
them. I know their plan." OK. So I'm - but I haven't been copied on that
one, have I?

GRAINGER:

No.

BERTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So it appears to be an email that Daryl was talking to your wife in June,
2009 about -
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BERTON:

Right.

GRAINGER:

- export to China and -

BERTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- and it -

BERTON:

With, with a commission.

GRAINGER:

With a commission.

BERTON:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And some sort of Australian-Chinese business club.
anything about that at all? Nuh.

BERTON:

Nuh. Well, I, I don’t know what that is. I don’t know what he means by
that.

GRAINGER:

OK. In some of these emails there's a term F-O-B. What does that refer
to?

BERTON:

Freight on board. So FOB basically means they pay the freight from
Melbourne or from wherever the port of shipment is to port of
destination. So we pay the freight from here to Melbourne, containerize
it, pay the FOB charges to get it across the gun and they pay the rest.

GRAINGER:

Pay the rest. OK.

BERTON:

And we, we do all of our business separately.

FOX:

Which is standard in -

BERTON:

Standard. Yeah.

FOX:

- import, export.

BERTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

It’s all good

GRAINGER:

There seems to be a bit of a hiatus until 2012 when there's a firm - further
email from Daryl and this is sort - of the catalyst towards a - what I think
is the, the - for the sale that occurred.

BERTON:

Right.

GRAINGER:

And the - there's - you're not included in this email chain but in 28th of
March, 2012, Daryl speaks to Cherie again and says - you know - "Sorry
to trouble you but have another enquiry from China re wine. Can you
flick me a basic wholesale list. FOB Melbourne or Sydney and I'll do my
best. Regards, Daryl."

BERTON:

OK.
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Cherie replies back and says, “Hope you’ve kept try I forward you an
email to an Asian export rep so he can give you a few prices" which - is
that Andrew Cudmore? Your -

BERTON:

That'd be Andrew. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. And then later on the 30th, 30th of March, 2012 a 9.31 in the
morning, Cherie sent Daryl a - an excel spreadsheet in an email which is
their - your price list -

BERTON:

Right.

GRAINGER:

- for a number of export -

BERTON:

Prob - yeah.

GRAINGER:

- wines.

BERTON:

Yep. Is, is that our branded wines or is it -

GRAINGER:

I'll show you the email
E-1-5-0-0-7-8-0-4-9-0-0-0-1.

BERTON:

Ta. I mean Cherie would have asked me.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

BERTON:

I'm pretty sure - you know - she would've come to see me and said,
"what, what price list do I give him?" So, yeah. So that’s all our branded
products again. So, at this stage of the game we don’t even know what
we're talking about. OK. FOB Melbourne and that’s in 2012. So, that
would have been our standard export prices -

GRAINGER:

Prices.

BERTON:

- that -

GRAINGER:

And, and, and at that point in time, were you exporting your brand and
labels to China?

BERTON:

2012. We might have. We, we would've started selling some of them.
So, I was still working with a guy called Sandy Chu who's based in
Melbourne and we've worked - he was our main Chian customer and then
we would have like I said before, lots of people coming and going,
people that Andrew brought to the business. In 2012 - and what's - what
are we now? 2018. So, 6 years ago. Yeah, we - I think we were all - we
started with Royal Shield about 5 years ago and they now do all of our
brands exclusively into China, so they're the only people that sell our
labels. Anybody else, we make labels for.

GRAINGER:

OK. It appears that shortly after Andrew Cudmore came into the
equation that he was conversing with Daryl Maguire.

BERTON:

Right.
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GRAINGER:

In the last email I showed you was in March, 2012.

BERTON:

Yep, yep.

GRAINGER:

And in August, 2012 - this is another email - you sent an email or it's - it
indicated you did send an - send an email to someone by the name of
Kent.

BERTON:

OK.

GRAINGER:

That’s the name I asked you before, and this is a document commission
reference D-1-0-5-1-5-8-3-8.

BERTON:

Eight. Right.

GRAINGER:

I'll show you the email now.

BERTON:

Yeah, yep.

GRAINGER:

It was dated the 21st of August, 2012.

BERTON:

"It's a pleasure to meet you, Gordon and Jodie yesterday." Are these
guys related to Daryl, are they?

GRAINGER:

Well, I suspect Gordon is a gentleman by the name of Gordon Tse.
T-S-E.

BERTON:

So, I don’t give any pricing for our labels. Yep. I don’t know that -

GRAINGER:

Don’t recall that?

BERTON:

I, I obviously did it but I've got no - I can't recall the circumstances other
than it sounds like we've had a - they either walked in and I've had a
meeting with them and they’ve asked for pricing in which case I've given
them some pricing.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BERTON:

But I don’t - I don’t remember them coming with Daryl for example or -

GRAINGER:

OK. Just look at the, the email address from you. It's gone to a Chinese
email address at 163.com.

BERTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Plus it's all got - also got

BERTON:

OK. So maybe Daryl introduced them to us. Oh yeah. Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

And Andrew Cudmore as well.

BERTON:

So unless he rang me and said that they were coming maybe. I honestly I can't -

GRAINGER:

Don’t remember?
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BERTON:

I can't remember, mate. It's - I can't remember. I - obviously I've met
Kent and Gordon and Jodie. Actually what I could do is to - what's it?
2012?

GRAINGER:

2012. Yes.

BERTON:

I'll go get my diary from that year and see it's that tells me anything.
Should've looked at these first. So, August, 2012?

GRAINGER:

Yes. So the meeting would've been the 20th of August.

BERTON:

The -

GRAINGER:

According to -

BERTON:

- 20th. Gordon Tse. Restaurants in Guangzhou. Kent Lin. Importer and
wholesaler, Guangzhou. Jody assistant. Buying group with a hundred
members. Buying ex - buying ex-bond in-bond delivered. Wants to
import directly for weddings, karaoke bars. Kent, supermarkets and offtrade. Outback Jack (UNDECIPHERABLE) so I don’t know why
Daryl's even involved in this business. I've got no mention of Daryl here.
Who's
@163? That’s Kent, is it?

GRAINGER:

That’s Kent. Yes.

BERTON:

So, that’s my notes anyway.

GRAINGER:

So you - you're referring to - just for the purpose of the transcript - your
personal diary -

BERTON:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- of 2012 for the 20th of August?

BERTON:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And you have made some notes about obviously something that occurred
on that day.

BERTON:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

You generally just take notes and keep them in your diary -

BERTON:

Usually.

GRAINGER:

- like this?

BERTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BERTON:

I usually try to write stuff down so I can remember something tomorrow
but -

GRAINGER:

And that was a Monday. So, the following day - the Tuesday the 21st
you sent the, the email but there's no indication Mr Maguire attended.
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BERTON:

No. It looks -

GRAINGER:

Of this -

BERTON:

- like there's only these three people -

GRAINGER:

Yes.

BERTON:

- here.

GRAINGER:

You’ve got "Gordon C" as in the letter C. His surname is actually T-S-E.
Tse. So, I'm assuming that’s the same person.

BERTON:

Yeah. Well, maybe. He didn’t give me a card.

GRAINGER:

Again -

BERTON:

He might have just -

GRAINGER:

Gordon C. Uh-huh.

BERTON:

So I wrote it phonetically.

GRAINGER:

OK. A Kent Lin?

BERTON:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And Jodie who's his, his assistant.

BERTON:

I believe she must have been the translator or something. Maybe not.
Does he speak English?

GRAINGER:

Gordon does. Yes. We know that.

BERTON:

And -

GRAINGER:

Don’t know about Kent.

BERTON:

Not Kent.

GRAINGER:

No, I think Kent Lin is ultimately the person who is Viking Investments.

BERTON:

Right. So, OK.

FOX:

So that indicates they were here.

BERTON:

Yeah, yeah. They definitely -

FOX:

It was a face-to-face.

BERTON:

They, they were face-to-face here.

FOX:

Right.

BERTON:

Yeah.
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GRAINGER:

So they came - they must have come to the vineyard.

BERTON:

But again, forgive me because -

GRAINGER:

No, that’s OK.

BERTON:

We, we would have honestly - back in those days there would have been
one a week come through here. It's -

GRAINGER:

It's really not a memory test. We're trying to sort of pace - peace together
what happened and you're assisting us by doing that.

BERTON:

Yeah, I've got no idea. But like I said, I don’t know if I can really
remember Mr - a Kent and I've obviously met him.

GRAINGER:

OK. And in - at the end of the interview would you be happy to give us a
copy of that page -

BERTON:

Sure.

GRAINGER:

- of your diary?

BERTON:

No problems.

15

GRAINGER:

It appears that from that point forward as I said to you before that, that
Andrew took over the, the, the running of this, this venture. Mr Yin - and
I have a series of emails here but there seems to be significant negotiation
between Mr Yin and Andrew about the pricing structure and backwards
and forwards, backwards and forwards, backwards and forwards.

20

BERTON:

Just to give you an idea.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

BERTON:

So, on August the 9th I had a meeting with a Ming Lee and Otti Kay.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BERTON:

OK. So that was 2 weeks before hand -

GRAINGER:

Well -

BERTON:

-and -

GRAINGER:

You’ve got no idea who those people are either?

BERTON:

No idea. I don’t know whether we ever dealt with them or they just came
and went, so it's -

GRAINGER:

So the, the - as this Viking Global Investments sale went along, from
time to time Andrew Cudmore would copy you into emails about pricing
and this - and I'm happy to show you emails if it assists you.

BERTON:

Yeah, well, I should be able go back and read them. Shouldn’t I?

GRAINGER:

Mmm.
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BERTON:

I should have them.

GRAINGER:

He - it appears there was some correspondence backwards and forwards.
Mr Yin wasn’t happy with the, the terms and he wanted - you know cheaper pricing for various wines and bits and pieces. So, this is a - this
is - you know - 19 October, 2012 at 4.15pm in the afternoon. Andrew
Cudmore. I sent an email to you. Just call -

BERTON:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- copy in and it says - it contains a lengthy chain of emails between he
and Mr Yin about the pricing for the wines.

BERTON:

Right.

GRAINGER:

And occasionally Andrew - which we'll discuss of Andrew copying
Mr Maguire to some of the, the correspondence.

BERTON:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

I assume to keep him in the loop.

BERTON:

As far as I know, Daryl - the only association we’ve had with Daryl is
with this Viking.

GRAINGER:

Right. OK.

BERTON:

There's not - there's nobody else who's been - that we've dealt with that
have associated with Daryl, is there?

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

BERTON:

I forgot what the question - yep.

GRAINGER:

There maybe one other person that -

BERTON:

There may be.

GRAINGER:

- I'll ask you about.

BERTON:

Oh, OK.

GRAINGER:

So in February, 2013 and - sorry. Daryl sent Andrew an email and later
on, on the 18th of February, 2013, Andrew sent it to you.

BERTON:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

I'll let you - I'll give this to you to read. It's commission reference
D-1-0-5-1-5-8-3-7. Again it's just - it's a matter of starting from the back
and working forward.

BERTON:

So Daryl sent that to Andrew and then Andrew must have forwarded it to
me.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. At the very top he sent the whole chain to you.
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BERTON:

(UNDECIPHERABLE)
Yep.
Daryl's
(UNDECIPHERABLE) so global - so Mr Kent -

GRAINGER:

Kent is Viking.

BERTON:

-with - he is? He -

GRAINGER:

Viking Global.

BERTON:

So, who's Mr Yin then?

GRAINGER:

Kent - it's Kent Yin. That’s his - Kent's his anglicised name.

BERTON:

OK. He probably - "By the way please note. The customer that placed
the order last Friday was in fact the Viking Global Investments, Mr Yin."
Mr Yin.

GRAINGER:

Which is - He's Kent Yin.

BERTON:

Who, who is Kent.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

BERTON:

But then why does Andrew call him Mr Yin because here he says, "since
we made this offer to Kent Lin".

GRAINGER:

That was a typo.

BERTON:

No.

GRAINGER:

No?

BERTON:

No. Well, it doesn’t look - well, I don’t know. I don’t know. I, I, I think
Andrew thinks they're two different -

GRAINGER:

People?

BERTON:

I don’t know. Fucked if I know.

GRAINGER:

Ask Andrew that one.

BERTON:

Because you - well, that's right.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

BERTON:

Yeah. When you look - read that, he's calling him Mr Yin but here he
says Kent Lin, so if you knew that it was the same bloke, you'd call him
Kent or Mr Lin or - OK. So he goes to deposit. Looks like things are
slowly starting to happen. "Hi Daryl. That’s good news. Told Gordon
and Kent this stuffing around is causing to loose the initiative." After a
moment, "Gordon is here for a few months. Can we go and order the
wine." OK.

GRAINGER:

So with that -

BERTON:

So, I'm, I'm aware.
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GRAINGER:

You -

BERTON:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

You're, you're aware. It was sent to you -

BERTON:

Sure.

GRAINGER:

Did you have any sort of overall view that - and I know we established
this is another - just another transaction in a number of transactions you
deal with on a daily basis but - has caused him to loose the initiative with
the China market. Is that something that would've peaked your attention
or you, you had simply -

BERTON:

No.

GRAINGER:

- enough dealing with the -

BERTON:

Well, if I actually read the whole thing I would've looked at that and it's and read - Andrew's prodding him because obviously - you know - things
weren't going fast enough -

GRAINGER:

Enough.

BERTON:

- or making - so Andrew's said down the bottom that - you know - we,
we can't offer the products that we were going to offer because - you
know - it's taking too long or they’ve gone to somebody else. I can't see
whether -

GRAINGER:

OK.

BERTON:

Yeah, whatever he said, or we didn’t have stocks of reds and that we're
going to have to give them something else. The - that's what he's saying
in this -

GRAINGER:

Yep.

BERTON:

- letter, yeah?

GRAINGER:

Yeah, yep.

BERTON:

And - so all that Daryl's saying is OK, they’ve lost this initative -

GRAINGER:

Initiative.

BERTON:

- by not acting. So that - I wouldn’t have read anything in to -

GRAINGER:

In that at all.

BERTON:

- that at all. At all. Just - if - or I may not have even read it because it's there's nothing happening. You know what I mean?

GRAINGER:

Yep. In relation to Mr Maguire's commission there's a follow-on to that
email which I showed you before which is the bottom of the chain here
that I've showed you. There's a one - like - where he speaks about
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"September, October last year. I have a friend, Gordon Tse". Ultimately
that chain - and another set of emails was sent to you again and it, it talks
about Daryl's commission and you’ve asked, "Does, does the price
include Daryl's commission as set or is it the net price for us? If it's the
net, then OK to send, otherwise you need to add his commission to it."
And that’s the sort of prompting -
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BERTON:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- Andrew to make sure that is added.

BERTON:

Yep. That’s right. I knew there was commission on it.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

BERTON:

There was no -

GRAINGER:

So there was a discussion about the percentage that you say - sorry. He
says to you on the 20th of February, 2013 that’s part of an email, "It did
include Daryl's commission which we had back then offered 5 per cent."

BERTON:

Right.

GRAINGER:

"However, rather than change these base price around in this case we can
changed Daryl's commission to 3 per cent for the Edengate and Outback
Jack price and leave it at 5 per cent for the BV." What does that mean?
What's BV?

BERTON:

Berton Vineyards.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BERTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So -

BERTON:

Yeah, so that means for the ones that he where - what labels did we
actually sell him? Do you know? I should know but I haven't looked.
So I better - so he says Edengate.

GRAINGER:

There's the copy to it.

BERTON:

So he's - what he's - I assume that they're cheaper products and therefore
- I mean if he's discussed with somebody about the commission being
less. So Eden -

GRAINGER:

So you're, you're -

BERTON:

Edengate and Outback Jack.

GRAINGER:

So those, those products are your lower end of the spectrum products and
the margin's not as great?

BERTON:

Well, they're - the margins for sure but they're also not carrying our brand
or -
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GRAINGER:

OK.

BERTON:

So, we've got Berton Vineyard, the Vines - this is our top end. The
reserves are our second tier from Coonawarra an Eden Valley and then
here it's - I don’t - he must have wanted different labels because we don’t
have an Edengate reserve Barossa Shiraz. We would have a cab Edengate's like the label we use when - like - in China for example with
Bert - if we're produced by Berton Vineyards in the same province for
example, then it's awkward for another distributor to take the same ones
because they both say they're coming from - they can't -

GRAINGER:

Yes.

BERTON:

- price them how they want to so we might use Edengate as a producer
just so you get separation.

GRAINGER:

Separation. OK.

BERTON:

OK. So, why are we doing that? I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

And Outback Jack is one of the labels -

BERTON:

It's one of our -

GRAINGER:

- you do use.

BERTON:

- labels for this.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

BERTON:

So I, I don’t know whether we didn’t want to conflict with somebody
else so he -

GRAINGER:

OK.

BERTON:

-made up a label.

GRAINGER:

So this, this is -

BERTON:

That’s - Andrew would have -

GRAINGER:

This is February, 2013.

BERTON:

Right.

GRAINGER:

Had you signed some sort of exclusivity agreement with someone to sell
you wines in China? Your Berton Vineyard wines at that point in time?

BERTON:

I don’t think Royal Shield - yep. I think they came into - that came into
being maybe the next year.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BERTON:

Actually - yeah. I, I don’t think so. I don’t know. We wouldn’t have
been offering those wines if we hadn’t exclusivity.
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GRAINGER:

OK.

BERTON:

So - because that’s Bonsai which is our flagship wine, so we wouldn’t
have been offering that to these people if we had an -

GRAINGER:

So -

BERTON:

- arrangement with -

GRAINGER:

Someone else?

BERTON:

For - yeah. For sure.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BERTON:

That just wouldn’t have happened.

GRAINGER:

Ultimately Andrew sent you an email in relation to a number of things. It
was about the costings. So in, in essence, Andrew has packaged all the
emails together and sent them to you and to Jamie Bennett.

BERTON:

Right.

GRAINGER:

And this deals with the, the commission payment to Mr Maguire to a
third party I'll, I'll show you this bundle. It's commission reference
D-1-0-5-1-5-8-0-7.

BERTON:

Ta. OK. So that follows on from his last discussion or his last email
where he's talking about 3 per cent.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

BERTON:

So here he's telling us what the commission is. It's to pay a company
called G8way International. Yep. I think that's who we paid it to
(UNDECIPHERABLE) so - that looks like -

GRAINGER:

It says here are documents as support the -

BERTON:

That’s all - that, that’s all that.

GRAINGER:

And then the, the question I had there was simply on the, the payment of
the commission to the third party. Did that raise any concerns with you
at the time?

BERTON:

Look, the whole - all the way through it had an, an uncomfortable feeling
about it. I said that right from the start. OK. But you know. You make
a deal, you’ve got to stick with it.

GRAINGER:

Stick with it.

BERTON:

So, as far as I was concerned - yeah. We, we, we paid the commission -

GRAINGER:

To -

BERTON:

-to wherever it had to go.
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GRAINGER:

OK.

BERTON:

Daryl needs to look after it and do the right thing.

GRAINGER:

What he's got to do is, is -

BERTON:

Is declare all - what's appropriate in that circumstance.

GRAINGER:

right.

BERTON:

So, you know. What, what else was I going to do is the question I have
to ask you. What - you know. It was too far down the track. It was
already too far down the track. You look at the history. So, I could say
no, we're not going to pay it but that’s not right, so we just paid it.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BERTON:

Basically though - you know - it as sort of like business that we, we
weren't going to chase because it just didn’t feel right.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BERTON:

Had it all the way through. Now, I hate to say that but it's, it's true how you know. Andrew and I sort of had that discussion. It just - yeah didn’t feel right.

GRAINGER:

Do, do you often get - has it been the case that you’ve had people
introduce Asian clients to you before this - yeah

BERTON:

Shit yeah. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

It happens all the time here?

BERTON:

Yeah, well, not all the time. We try not to have those circumstances
because it just - it's just another mouth to feed and another set of needs
that confuse the issue, generally we -

FOX:

You prefer not to have it.

BERTON:

We'd prefer not to have it.

FOX:

The third party?

BERTON:

Yeah. This circumstance had started because Daryl was a friend. So,
normally if someone rang me up and said - you know - he wants to be a
middle man, you'd just sort of say - well, you know - "OK" and see how
it goes or, or you'd discourage them or say, "I've got no wine". Just
depends on how you - you know - the position your in and how desperate
you are for a sale, but with Daryl it went more than that because there
was a relationship. So, I didn’t realise it had started in 2009, though. I
thought it was the year before. So - you know.

FOX

But, but what may have happened is he may have had some interests - a
flicker of interest in '09 -
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BERTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

- then gone away and then all of a sudden in 2012 -

BERTON:

Yeah, but it -

FOX:

What -

BERTON:

He, he, he came here, so -

FOX:

Substantially -

BERTON:

When, when I was thinking he -

FOX:

Yeah.

BERTON:

- came here - you know - the month before, it wasn’t a month before. It
was 3 years before. This sounds -

FOX:

Yeah, he came - well he came here in 2012 but if he - well, no. He didn’t
but -

BERTON:

No. The, the - Mr Lin or Kent -

FOX:

Yeah.

BERTON:

- those blokes did -

FOX:

Yeah, but is it -

BERTON:

- but Andrew didn’t.

FOX:

Is it possible that Daryl called you before the 20th of August, 2012 and
said -

BERTON:

Quite possible.

FOX:

- these guys are going to turn up?

BERTON:

Quite possible. I, I - otherwise why would I have copied him in on the
email? So there must have been a connection there but I -

FOX:

And certainly not an overhanging connection. He must have been a, a, a
connection that's more recent to that date one would assume.

BERTON:

You, you would - yeah.

FOX:

Because if someone comes in here, would you - would you automatically
be called in if someone walked into the cellar door?

BERTON:

99 times out of a hundred I would be, yeah.

FOX:

You would be. Yeah.

BERTON:

Yeah.
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FOX:

Especially if it looks like it's a whole - if - obviously if it's a wholesale
dealer.

BERTON:

Yeah. Less so today because Jason's here now so he's taken over a lot of
that sort of thing but in those days - you know - there was only one man
standing. So -

FOX:

OK.

BERTON:

I pretty well would've, would've seen them. And Andrew's not here. He
lives in South Australia so he wouldn’t have been able to see them so I
would've done it irrespective of who they are. So - you know - but I've,
I've got no - I've got no record for example of Daryl ringing me. Mind
you I usually use the diary in this environment rather than when I'm
sitting at my desk or -

FOX:

Yep, yeah.

BERTON:

- on the phone and I can't - and I'm out in the middle in the middle of the
vines. So -

GRAINGER:

So, this, this sale to Viking which was - it appears to be either six or eight
containers -

BERTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- in the scheme of your export to China, is that - like a significant export
or is it -

BERTON:

It was in those days, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

BERTON:

Like, going back into - you know - in two - about 5 years ago. 5 years
ago it was significant, yeah. It was important to us. So - you know.
Like, we, we’d been through - you know - we, we started here in 2007.
2008 and '09 we had a global financial crisis so, we're a new company
trying to make it's way and - you know - I - life was tough. So - yeah.
We wouldn’t walk away from business if we could get it for sure. And
by '13 we were - we were - we were recovering. 13 - yeah. By about '13
we sort of found our place sort of in the world and by that stage we, we
really weren't a brand. We were a producer of home labels so that was a
big part of our business.

GRAINGER:

Just out of curiosity, do you produce bulk wine for sale to other bottlers
or exporters? That type of thing?

35

BERTON:

Bulk wine for sale. Well, we produce wine, yes. Do we bottle it for
other exporters? Yes. We have. We don’t - we don’t do it to - no, that’s
not true. Like, for example the - Sandy. Sandy I work with for - since
day one. So he's an exporter and I make his wines for him and they're
exclusive to him. So, to answer your question, yes I do.

40

GRAINGER:

The reason I ask that is that during this investigation we've dealt with
another couple of wineries around the Riverina area.
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BERTON:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And one of them told us that to enter into the China market, their wines
were too expensive and they needed to obtain a less expensive wine for
another winemaker which they labelled and sent off as they're own.

BERTON:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So is that the kind of thing that you -

BERTON:

It certainly does happen and, and in - back in those days we probably
would have done it for sure. I don’t recall having done it for somebody
else but it's possible. You know - for certain - you know. That was - that
was a - that was an important part of our business. B-O-B. Buyers own
brand. Home label business by whatever - how - what - however you
manage it. When - well, whichever route to market. We would've - we
would've been keen to do it for the -

GRAINGER:

OK. I have no indication that it was you who did it but I was just -

BERTON:

OK.

GRAINGER:

- curious about -

BERTON:

It's certainly something that could happen.

GRAINGER:

OK.

BERTON:

And this area - it would be highly possible that this area would do it
because we're, we're a - sort of a low cost. Back in those days we were a
low cost area. So, we were quite favoured by particularly people with a
middle man - you know - because they could maximise and minimize, so
most profit for them.

GRAINGER:

So other than yourself in the area here, there's your one, there's De
Bortoli. Who are the other major producers in the area?

BERTON:

Well, now, now there is Casella obviously next door.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

BERTON:

McWilliam's that - they're, they're probably not as strong as they used to
be. Calabria, used to be Westend Wines. Now they're Calabria. What
do they call it? Orlando, Wickham Hill. Can't remember what they're
called now because they’ve changed hands about six times.

GRAINGER:

Is that for - do you - are you aware - or you may not be that each of those
are more the major producers. Do they do a similar thing? The B-O-B
type -

BERTON:

De Bortoli's probably wouldn’t because they have a strong brand.
Calabria would've. Back in those days they would've for sure. Not for
sure. I, I imagine they would. People like Beelgara would've. Basically
if you didn’t have a strong brand and you were crushing fruit you had to
sell it -
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GRAINGER:

Sell it.

BERTON:

- by one means or another and typically what you, what you do is you,
you establish your brand and you try to maintain a whole - a wholesome
retail price point but your surpluses you have to sell. So, then you put
them into another label and you might sell at the reduced price just to
keep your cash flow coming out and to keep your business alive.

GRAINGER:

Understood.

BERTON:

So guys like, like us that need - I know it's a - it's a bit difficult to know
whether Southern Vales or whatever - I can't even remember what they're
called now - have it. The one - the people that bought the, the old
Orlando Winery. They weren't there in 2013. I think there was
somebody else there at that time. De Bortoli's would've been there.
McWilliams would've been there but McWilliams wouldn’t do this sort
of work, or highly unlikely that they would do it. Westend would do it
unless it's big enough to do this sort of work. Beelgara would've done would've, would've been able to do it. The guys over here. They're,
they're now sold and they're called Dee Vine now.

GRAINGER:

So there's certainly a sufficient number of people being here, here who he
could do it with?

BERTON:

Shit, yeah. Absolutely.

GRAINGER:

All right.

BERTON:

This, this is - this would be your go-to place. It'd be either here or the
Riverland in South Australia that you would go to for entry level own
label business.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. Do you [UNDECIPHERABLE] - I, I have no further questions to
ask you at this point and some of the other issue I'm sure Andrew can
clarify for us.

BERTON:

Sure.

GRAINGER:

But thank you for taking the time to talk to us today. It's appreciated. I'll
finalise the interview now. It is 10 minutes past 10.00. Just in closing,
do you have any complaints about the way Tim and I have conducted
ourselves at all today?

BERTON:

No.

GRAINGER:

Thank -

BERTON:

Certainly not.

GRAINGER:

Thank you for your time and I'll finalise the interview.

BERTON:

Thanks, Paul.
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G'day
From:
To:
Date:

Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
bberton@bertonvineyards.com.au
Wed, 03 Jun 2009 15:14:34 +1000

G'day Bob,
Sorry I missed you last time I was in Griffth - saw Cherie.
Two things: a couple of our Members want to club together to buy some wine for our functions. When
will you have the you beaut deal assorted end of line sale?
Second, I have a very good friend in China who wants to buy a line of wine to import. I think they're
open to price and they're leaving soon. If I give them your contact details, can you negotiate direct or
simply arrange to send a bottle of each product you'd like to flog with some fob pricing?
Hope this finds you well. In Parliament this week - my phone number is 9230 2155. Please give me a
call.
Regards
Daryl
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Re: Wine
From:
To:
Date:

Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
cherie@bertonvineyards.com.au
Wed, 10 Jun 2009 20:03:47 +1000

Gday , thanks for replying so quickly, I will make the offer to colleagues for Their fundraisers, Cherie I
am going to bring the Chinese contact to Griffith in the next few weeks, I know them well money isn't a
problem, they are starting an Australian , China business club in Shenyang Lioning province, when you
quote prices make sure there is agents commission in it , as one can waste so much time with them . I
know their plan and it should work well in the north. Just keep the extra percentage up your sleeve, if it
all works to plan more orders will follow and the opportunity to market direct in china may eventuate for
you.Kind Regards Daryl -----Original Message----- From: "Cherie Berton"
<cherie@bertonvineyards.com.au> To: Cherie Berton <cherie@bertonvineyards.com.au> To: Daryl
Maguire <Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au> Sent: 10/06/2009 5:42:20 PM Subject: Fw: Wine ---- Original Message ----- From: Cherie Berton To: Daryl.Maguire@parliament.gov.au Cc: Bob Berton
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2009 9:27 AM Subject: Wine Hi Daryl Hope you and your family are well
and managing to avoid all the flu viruses etc that are going around at the moment. We always have
mixed dozens available for $35.00 a doz. These are our bits and pieces that come off the bottling line.
We mix them into reds or whites. Freight to Wagga is $12.00 per doz. But I'm sure that one of us will
know someone either coming or going. Hope this helps Regards Cherie
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RE: Gday Cherie, need an updated wholesale list FOB
Melbourne
From:
To:
Date:
Attachments:

Cherie Berton <cherie@bertonvineyards.com.au>
"Maguire, Daryl" <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Fri, 30 Mar 2012 09:31:07 +1100
Berton Vineyard Pricelist - March 2012.xls (683.01 kB)

Hi Daryl
I have attached a price list for you if you need any follow up help don’t hesitate.
Regards
Cherie

From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Thursday, 29 March 2012 11:31 AM
To: Cherie Berton
Subject: RE: Gday Cherie, need an updated wholesale list FOB Melbourne

Gday That's fantastic , many thanks
>>> "Cherie Berton" <cherie@bertonvineyards.com.au> 3/29/2012 11:13 am >>>

Hi Daryl
Hope you are all well and have managed to stay dry over the past couple of weeks.
I will forward your email on to our Asian export rep so he can give you a few prices.
Take care
Regards
Cherie

From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Wednesday, 28 March 2012 9:14 PM
To: cherie@bertonvineyards.com.au
Subject: Gday Cherie, need an updated wholesale list FOB Melbourne
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Sorry to trouble but have another enquiry from China re wine can you flick me a basic wholesale list
FOB Melbourne or Sydney , and I will do my best . regards Daryl
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Export Price List
1st March, 2012

Berton Vineyard
2007 Bonsai Shiraz
2008 High Eden Cabernet Sauvignon
2011 High Eden Sauvignon Blanc
Reserve
2009 Coonawarra Cabernet Sauvignon
2010 Eden Valley Chardonnay
2009 Barossa Shiraz
2010 Botrytis Semillon
Metal Label
2010 Black Shiraz
2011 Sauvignon Blanc
2011 Moscato Frizzante
2011 WhiteViognier
Head Over Heels
2011 Cabernet Merlot
2011 Shiraz
2011 Semillon Sauvignon Blanc
2011 Chardonnay
2011 Pinot Grigio
Wombat Hill
2011 Oaked Chardonnay
2011 Cabernet Merlot
2011 Shiraz
2011 Merlot
Foundstone
2011 Unoaked Chardonnay
2011 Chardonnay Viognier
2011 Semillon Sauvignon Blanc
2011 Pinot Grigio
2011 Shiraz Rose
2011 Shiraz
2011 Merlot
Odd Socks
2011 Semillon Chardonnay Chenin
2011 Shiraz Cabernet Merlot
Barren Jack
2011 Shiraz Cabernet
2011 Semillon Chardonnay

Pallet buy price

Full container price

AUD

AUD

12
12
12

750ml
750ml
750ml

158.65
95.00
95.00

150.30
90.00
90.00

Super Premium Claret
Super Premium Claret
Super Premium Claret

12
12
12
12

750ml
750ml
750ml
375ml

79.80
79.80
79.80
79.80

75.60
75.60
75.60
75.60

Super Premium Claret
Super Premium Claret
Super Premium Claret

6
6
6
6

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

26.93
26.93
26.93
26.93

25.75
25.75
25.75
25.75

Super Premium Claret
Super Premium Claret
Super Premium Claret
Super Premium Claret

12
12
12
12
12

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

41.00
41.00
41.00
41.00
41.00

37.80
37.80
37.80
37.80
37.80

Premium Claret
Premium Claret
Premium Claret
Premium Claret
Premium Claret

12
12
12
12

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

37.80
37.80
37.80
37.80

35.00
35.00
35.00
35.00

Premium Burgundy
Punted Claret
Punted Claret
Punted Claret

6
6
6
6
6
6
6

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

18.90
18.90
18.90
18.90
18.90
18.90
18.90

17.50
17.50
17.50
17.50
17.50
17.50
17.50

Premium Burgundy
Premium Burgundy
Premium Claret
Premium Claret
Premium Claret
Premium Claret
Premium Claret

12
12

750ml
750ml

31.00
31.00

28.00
28.00

12
12

750ml
750ml

31.00
31.00

28.00
28.00

Premium Claret
Premium Claret

Prices Quoted In Australian Dollars A$ - FOB Melbourne
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AUGUST 2012 .
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Bob Berton
@163.com
Andrew Cudmore;
@iprimus.com.au
Pricelist as we discussed yesterday
Tuesday, 21 August 2012 5:11:51 PM
Berton Brochure.pdf
Berton Vineyard Pricelist - August 2012.xls

Good afternoon Kent,
Please accept my apology for not getting this to you last night, but my meeting lasted a lot longer than I
expected yesterday.
I have attached our pricelist for your attention as requested. You will see that we have created some special
prices if you buy in greater quantity, so you have the option to choose how you wish to develop the business.
Andrew Cudmore who is our export sales manager will be able to help you with more of our company history
and with any other information that you may need as we progress our relationship.
It was a great pleasure to meet you, Gordon and Jodie yesterday, and thank you all very much for taking the
time to come and see us. Hopefully we will be able to do some good long term business and I will be able to
also visit you one day.
My very best regards,
Bob

Bob Berton | Managing Director | Phone: +612 6968 1600
Fax: +612 6968 1620 | Mobile:
Location: 55 Mirrool Avenue, Yenda. NSW 2681.
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The Berton Boys
Have It Bottled!

GRIFFITH
YENDA

Darwin

Th e B e rt o n B o ys

• are totally independent,
responsive to meet customers needs
• wines are handmade by a small
group who are intimately
involved with every aspect of the
viticulture and winemaking
process.
• are innovative in design and
packaging

Brisbane

Sydney

Perth

Melbourne

Adelaide

Hobart

EDEN VALLEY

FI NE A US TRA LI AN WI NE S

• produce wines/styles with intense flavour and
distinct varietal characteristics
• are committed as a group to be responsive to
the consumer, searching for wines that over
deliver on flavour, and are great value for money
FI N E A US T R A L IA N W I NE S

“It takes all of us to make a great wine”
Bob Berton,
Managing Director

PH +61(0)2 6968 1600

FAX +61(0)2 6968 1620

wine@bertonvineyards.com.au
www.bertonvineyards.com.au

OUR BEGINNING

OUR STORY

Established by Bob & Cherie
Berton in May 1996 with 75 acres.
The heart of Berton Vineyards is our
vineyard in the High Eden a
subregion of Barossa in South
Australia. This idyllic property sits
at 450m above sea level on gently
rolling hills – except for the
Chardonnay block which is
anything but gentle!!
The first vines were planted in that
spring – ten acres of Shiraz and
seven acres of Chardonnay – but
without any permanent water. It was
not until 1998, after the new dam
was filled, that the vines finally had
a decent drink!!!

Berton Vineyards is continuing to gain an appreciated acceptance in
many countries including The United Kingdom, The Peoples Republic
of China, the USA, Denmark, Holland, Germany, Russia, Canada,
Malaysia, Singapore, India, Iceland, Norway, Switzerland as well as a
growing domestic market. The wines made by the "always thinking and
innovative" Berton Boys from Downunder has developed into an
exciting and diverse portfolio that highlights the fabulous viticultural
reach of this wonderful country.
We at Berton Vineyards strive for our wines to be simply, full
flavoured, totally approachable and great value.

With all this, the vines struggled through their
impressionable years. Lots of love and attention, but the
lack of water really retarded their growth, so much so
that a Swedish friend jokingly told us that we had
planted a bonsai vineyard….the name stuck and later
became the name of our premium Shiraz. With the good
rainfall in High Eden, the vines are in great condition
these days, but we still remember the early days every
time we open a bottle of the Bonsai.
After the dam was full we were able to follow on and
plant Cabernet Sauvignon and lastly some Sauvignon
Blanc. The Chardonnay and Sauvignon Blanc are now
growing happily amongst big white rocks on ancient
podsolic soils – which really makes driving trellis posts
interesting, but that’s another story!!!!
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THE REGIONS
H i gh Ed en

High Eden is a region of rugged beauty straddling the ridge that is
the divide between Eden Valley and the Barossa. At this altitude,
the cool climate provides ideal conditions for the cultivation of
high quality fruit. Surrounded by native yacca grass and watched
over by the Superb Blue Wren, we grow stunning Shiraz,
Cabernet Sauvignon, Sauvignon Blanc and Chardonnay
- amongst the best in the region.
R i ve ri n a

The Riverina is the cornerstone of the New South Wales wine
industry. The history of its viticulture can be traced from
1912. Growing 55 percent of the varietal grapes in New South
Wales and 15 percent of the total grape
production within Australia, the Riverina
is at the heart of the Australian Wine
Industry. The climate is very hot and dry
with winter dominant rainfall.

The Winery

The Berton Boys are a team of unique individuals that share the
passion for wine. Frank Sergi, Chairman of Directors, Chief
Winemaker/Director - James Ceccato, Finance Director – Jamie
Bennett, Sales Director – Paul Bartholomaeus - Bob Berton,
Managing Director.
In total they have almost 100 years experience in the wine
industry, and together are close knit and determined team.
Berton Vineyards offers expertise in winemaking, viticulture,
– creating a pro-active, efficient and responsive team to our
customer needs.
More importantly, the team is still small enough to know each of
their customers personally and to value them as friends.

The Winery is located in the New South
Wales regional township of Yenda which
has a population of around 1,600 people
and is 580km south west from Sydney
and 500km North West of the Melbourne
CBD.
The Winery was established in 1945 and
it has close ties with the development of
the Riverina as a major Australian
viticultural area. The facility has the
capacity to crush and bottle approximately 20,000 tonnes
annually and has a storage capacity of 14 millon litres.
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Export Price List
1st August, 2012

Btles/case

Size

Pallet buy price
AUD

500 case price
AUD

Full container price (1176
cases)
AUD

Berton Vineyard
2009 Bonsai Shiraz

12

750ml

165.50

2009 High Eden Cabernet Sauvignon

12

750ml

98.50

93.50

2011 High Eden Sauvignon Blanc

12

750ml

98.50

93.50

2009 Coonawarra Cabernet Sauvignon

12

750ml

85.00

79.10

2010 Eden Valley Chardonnay

12

750ml

85.00

79.10

2009 Barossa Shiraz

12

750ml

85.00

79.10

2012 Cabernet Merlot

12

750ml

49.00

43.00

39.80

2012 Shiraz

12

750ml

49.00

43.00

39.80

Reserve

Head Over Heels

Outback Jack
NV Classic Dry Red

12

750ml

-

28.00

NV Classic Dry White

12

750ml

-

28.00

* Prices quoted un Australian Dollars AUD - FOB Melbourne per case
* Pallet quantities are 65 cases per product
* If chinese importer labels required and quantity is less than 500 dozen please add A$3.50 per case to the pallet price
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FW: Viking Global Investment / Berton Vineyards in China
From:
To:
Cc:
Date:

Andrew Cudmore <andrew@bertonvineyards.com.au>
"Berton, Bob" <bberton@bertonvineyards.com.au>
"Maguire, Daryl" <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Fri, 19 Oct 2012 16:15:55 +1100

Copy in.
From: fuqiang yin [mailto:fuqiang.yin@vikinginvestment.com]
Sent: Friday, 19 October 2012 3:35 PM
To: Andrew Cudmore
Subject: RE: Viking Global Investment / Berton Vineyards in China

Dear Andrew,

Sorry Andrew, we still cannot agree with your offer. Also we are very likely starting to
export the other Australia wines now. Sorry about that. Hopefully we could cooperate in the
future.

Best Regards,
On 17.10.2012 19:09, Andrew Cudmore wrote:
Dear Mr Yin,
I have had another close look at our product costs this afternoon and the implications on
providing bonus stock in each container to help reduce the average price per case.
We have gone through this again in detail with our Managing Director, Bob Berton and on
closer examination it confirms that we will need to stick with our previously advised
discounted offer for products b), c),& d). Product a) will increase to 11% FOC stock due
to the saving with the screw cap cost.
In summary:
a). Berton Vineyard 2011 Barossa Shiraz - 11% FOC stock - i.e. average CIF Dalian
price for the 1008 cs /cntr = $31.96 p.c.
b). Head Over Heels 2012 Cabernet Merlot - 8% FOC stock - i.e. average CIF Dalian
price for the 1008 cs /cntr = $35.15 p.c.
c). Berton Paddock 2012 Shiraz Cabernet - 7% FOC stock - i.e. average CIF Dalian
price for the 1008 cs /cntr = $40.39 p.c.
d). Ashwell Valley 2012 Classic Dry Red - 6% FOC stock - i.e. average CIF Dalian price
for the 1008 cs /cntr = $78.14 p.c.
The same conditions apply as previously stated in my earlier email of 10 October below
except that the product a.) would now be in a super premium screw cap bottle and the
other 3 products would remain in super premium cork mouth bottles.
As discussed we would also require a 15% deposit for the total volume of 14 containers
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with the balance to be paid against shipment of each container. I understand speaking to
Robin that if you wish to proceed this could be acceptable, thank you. This would total
around $87K.
We very much look forward to the possibility of starting up this new business with you.
Please let me know if this final proposal can be acceptable?
We look forward to hearing from you.
Best regards
Andrew

Andrew Cudmore | Phone: +61 8 82392499 |
Mobile:
| Fax: +61 8 82392899 |
Location : 262 Melbourne Street, North Adelaide SA 5006
Skype | a.c.cudmore
Website | www.bertonvineyards.com.au
From: fuqiang yin [mailto:fuqiang.yin@vikinginvestment.com]
Sent: Wednesday, 17 October 2012 2:43 PM
To: Andrew Cudmore
Subject: RE: Viking Global Investment / Berton Vineyards in China
Importance: High

Dear Andrew,
Unfortunately we are not going to change the discount rate which they stay on 16% 14%
12% 12%. We are willing to pay 5% of total price as a deposit and will pay
off the balance after each container has been shipped. Also please advise me how many
bottles you could produce for another Berton Vineyard wines (other than Barossa Shiraz
but same price), I forgot the name.

* All products included a super premium bottle
* All products include a plain white carton with ink-jetted
* All products include a screw cap bottle

b. Head Over Heels 2012 Cabernet Merlot - 12 % FOC stock
c. Berton Paddock 2012 Shiraz Cabernet - 10 % FOC stock
d. Ashwell Valley 2012 Classic Dry Red -10 % FOC stock
* All products include a cork and printed Berton Vineyards capsule
* All products included a super premium punted cork mouth bottle
* All products include a plain white carton with ink-jetted markings

Volume 27

168

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT
E15-0078-049-0001

On 17.10.2012 11:14, Andrew Cudmore wrote:
Hello Robin,
Thanks for your email, can I call you to discuss? Please let me know what is the
correct to reach you?
I have tried calling again this morning on 0430 791 106 but still no answer?
I look forward to talking to you later this morning hopefully.
All the best
Andrew
Andrew Cudmore | Phone: +61 8 82392499 |
Mobile:
| Fax: +61 8 82392899 |
Location : 262 Melbourne Street, North Adelaide SA 5006
Skype | a.c.cudmore
Website | www.bertonvineyards.com.au
From: fuqiang yin [mailto:fuqiang.yin@vikinginvestment.com]
Sent: Wednesday, 17 October 2012 2:04 AM
To: Andrew Cudmore
Subject: RE: Viking Global Investment / Berton Vineyards in China

Dear Andrew,

This is Robin. I just back this late afternoon. I am sorry I forgot Berton Vineyard
Reserve Shiraz is already exclusively distributed by another company. So forget this
request. We come back to Berton Vineyard Barossa Shiraz.
Regarding to two options, we select option(1) , however only for Berton Vineyard 2011
Barossa Shiraz rather than each product:

a. Berton Vineyard 2011 Barossa Shiraz - 16% FOC stock
* All products included a super premium bottle
* All products include a plain white carton with ink-jetted markings
* All products include a screw cap bottle

b. Head Over Heels 2012 Cabernet Merlot - 14 % FOC stock
c. Berton Paddock 2012 Shiraz Cabernet - 12 % FOC stock
d. Ashwell Valley 2012 Classic Dry Red -12 % FOC stock
* All products include a cork and printed Berton Vineyards capsule
* All products included a super premium punted cork mouth bottle
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* All products include a plain white carton with ink-jetted markings

After I come back, Mr Yin will go to China this Thu to meet some Chinese distributors
to introduce the wines from yours and other wineries' further. He wil stay in China for a
week, he is keen to make
an agreement with you during this period otherwise he have to only recommend other
wines. Please contact me anytime through email or phone (That mobile number is Mr
Yin's number, I will hold his phone
all the time when I am in Australia). As I said before, the Chinese wines market
is facing intense competition. One of our distributors show us Dry Red from Bordeaux
with super premium punted
cork mouth bottle and beautiful packing only costs 40RMB (around $6.15AUD) per
bottle. That's ridiculous distributor said France wines are better than Australia (at least
Chinese people think so) so he only offered
us 30RMB(around $4.6AUD) per bottle on the same level wines. We all know his
wines are shit on that price range but he is not a single case in China. Chinese people
really does not know too much about wines.
We are facing lots of competitions now so that we must reduce our cost. Please
understand that. Finally thanks again. Looking forward to hearing from you!

Btw, how many bottles of Berton Vineyard 2011 Barossa Shiraz could be produced
now (rather than buy from others)?
On 16.10.2012 13:26, Andrew Cudmore wrote:
Dear Mr Yin,
Thanks you for your email.
During our meeting we had discussed that unfortunately we cannot supply the same
Barossa Shiraz label which you took away as a sample. This product (Berton
Vineyard Reserve Shiraz) is already exclusively distributed by another company in
China who we have been working with for quite a few years. As discussed we can
however provide you with the attached Berton Vineyard Barossa Shiraz label in either
a cork or screw cap bottle and still produce it and have it ready to ship at the end of
this year. If we are able to get your order finalised in the next one or two days.
The price reduction changing (1) from a cork to a screw-cap bottle is exactly the
same as it would be (2) changing from a super premium bottle to a premium bottle,
(refer yesterday’s email). The price saving for both of these options is the same.
If you choose both options (1) & (2) then the price saving will double.
By choosing one of these options we would be able to increase the amount of FOC
stock.
The only way we can increase the amount of FOC stock, from our offer in the email
of 12 Oct below is for you to select either option (1) or (2) or both for each product.
I will then reply straight away with a firm revised offer by increasing the FOC stock to
the maximum level that we can provide.
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We simply cannot offer the amount of FOC stock you have requested if we are to
use super premium cork bottles.
If the average price needs be improved please therefore let me know which of the
above options for each product you would prefer.
I will be pleased to talk to Robin if you need any further explanation in regard to this.
Thank you again and we look forward to hearing from you.
Best regards
Andrew

Andrew Cudmore | Phone: +61 8 82392499 |
Mobile:
| Fax: +61 8 82392899 |
Location : 262 Melbourne Street, North Adelaide SA 5006
Skype | a.c.cudmore
Website | www.bertonvineyards.com.au
From: fuqiang yin [mailto:fuqiang.yin@vikinginvestment.com]
Sent: Monday, 15 October 2012 4:57 PM
To: Andrew Cudmore
Subject: RE: Viking Global Investment / Berton Vineyards in China

Dear Andrew,
Really appreciate your reasonable offer. I still have got an alternative solution.
We keep the b c d unchanged as my last quote. For a , we can order them as they are
which means they will not need cork any more. It is definitely reduce some costs
from producing of cork for you. Also, how many bottles of a you have in stock (I
mean the ones have bottled). I may purchase all of them so that we can save time in
producing cork and bottling. Also we can start exporting at the end of the year which
earlier than I expected. So the alternative requirement below:
a. Berton Vineyard 2011 Barossa Shiraz - 16% FOC stock
* All products included a super premium punted cork mouth bottle
* All products include a plain white carton with ink-jetted markings

b. Head Over Heels 2012 Cabernet Merlot - 14 % FOC stock
c. Berton Paddock 2012 Shiraz Cabernet - 12 % FOC stock
d. Ashwell Valley 2012 Classic Dry Red -12 % FOC stock
* All products include a cork and printed Berton Vineyards capsule
* All products included a super premium punted cork mouth bottle
* All products include a plain white carton with ink-jetted markings

Looking forward your reply.
Btw, Robin will back Australia tomorrow as delay occurs.
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Best Regards,
On 15.10.2012 14:13, Andrew Cudmore wrote:
Dear Mr Yin,
Thanks for getting back to us. This request is not easy because as you have
mentioned there is no point doing this unless we can both find a way to make
some profit, even if it is a small profit.
There is one way that I think could help us get closer to the prices you need and
for us therefore to be able to increase the amount of FOC stock we can offer.
Would it be possible for you to accept a Premium punted cork bottle for products
c & d below? We would still provide a Super Premium punted cork bottle for the
higher priced products a & b.
The Premium punted cork bottle is still a superior premium bottle, it is a taller
bottle than the famous Grange Hermitage wine is sold in and the same size bottle
as all the famous JacobsCreek products are sold in. Refer attached for an image
of the bottle and the actual specifications.
The other advantage is that with the premium cork bottle for products c & d we
can fit 1176 cases in the container however with the super premium bottle for
products a & b only 1008 cases can be loaded into each container.
If this premium punted cork bottle can be acceptable for products c & d only I
could come back to you with another revised offer.
Please let me know if this going to be possible?
Best regards
Andrew
Andrew Cudmore | Phone: +61 8 82392499 |
Mobile:
| Fax: +61 8 82392899 |
Location : 262 Melbourne Street, North Adelaide SA 5006
Skype | a.c.cudmore
Website | www.bertonvineyards.com.au
From: fuqiang yin [mailto:fuqiang.yin@vikinginvestment.com]
Sent: Monday, 15 October 2012 2:56 AM
To: Andrew Cudmore
Subject: RE: Viking Global Investment / Berton Vineyards in China

Dear Andrew,
Thanks for your understanding my situation. I am not confused any more after
your explanation. Now I think we are getting closer. But the prices still need
negotiate further.
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I hope I could get more discount based on your quote:
a. Berton Vineyard 2011 Barossa Shiraz - 16% FOC stock
b. Head Over Heels 2012 Cabernet Merlot - 14 % FOC stock
c. Berton Paddock 2012 Shiraz Cabernet - 12 % FOC stock
d. Ashwell Valley 2012 Classic Dry Red -12 % FOC stock

Hopefully we can make a deal soon, otherwise we have no way but cooperate
with other wineries. Currently the Chinese wine market is not good enough as I
expected, I have to find out some ways to make profits.

Best Regards,

On 12.10.2012 18:21, Andrew Cudmore wrote:
Dear Mr Yin,
Apologies for any confusion here, what I meant by saying “…… 4 products to you
in for the suggested full discounted prices below” I was referring to the prices you had
stipulated in your email below of 9th October alongside the a…., b…, c…., d…
products in red print . We could not match these prices.
Our alternative new amended offer is detailed in my email below in blue print dated 10
Oct 18:06pm.
In reconfirming what this says:
We would invoice you are the original CIF Dalian prices, please refer attached. (please
accept me apologies for the incorrect mention of FOB in the earlier email below, this
was a typing error).
All the conditions as detailed in the blue bullet points below being the same as the bullet
points on the attached price list would remain unchanged. This includes super premium
punted cork bottles and CIF Dalian pricing.
“FOC” means FREE OF CHARGE stock. Therefore what we are offering to help
reduce the price for each product is a certain amount of FOC stock in each container.
Specifically this would be:

a. Berton Vineyard 2011 Barossa Shiraz - 10% FOC stock - i.e. you would
pay for 907 cases and 101 cases would be FOC = 1008 cases / cntr
b. Head Over Heels 2012 Cabernet Merlot - 8% FOC stock - i.e. you would
pay for 927 cases and 81 cases would be FOC = 1008 cases / cntr
c. Berton Paddock 2012 Shiraz Cabernet - 7% FOC stock - i.e. you would
pay for 938 cases and 70 cases would be FOC = 1008 cases / cntr
d. Ashwell Valley 2012 Classic Dry Red - 6% FOC stock - i.e. you would pay
for 948 cases and 60 cases would be FOC = 1008 cases / cntr
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for 948 cases and 60 cases would be FOC = 1008 cases / cntr
This would of course reduce the cost of your average price per case for each
container by the amount mentioned above.
I hope this now makes sense and can be acceptable to you.
Please let me know if there is anyfurther queries you have in relation to this
offer.
In reconfirming what is mention in my last email please also note:
This FOC stock is offered for the above stated volume for the first 6 months of
2013 only, in order to help introduce the products to the market, under the
following conditions:
- Viking Global agree to enter into a formal contract agreement for the total 14
containers
- 15% deposit be paid for the total contract amount
- Balance to be paid for each container on its shipment date.

Thanks again, Andrew
Andrew Cudmore | Phone: +61 8 82392499 |
Mobile:
| Fax: +61 8 82392899 |
Location : 262 Melbourne Street, North Adelaide SA 5006
Skype | a.c.cudmore
Website | www.bertonvineyards.com.au
From: fuqiang yin [mailto:fuqiang.yin@vikinginvestment.com]
Sent: Friday, 12 October 2012 2:10 PM
To: Andrew Cudmore
Subject: RE: Viking Global Investment / Berton Vineyards in China

Dear Andrew,
I am going to figure out some questions in your reply. I quote some words from
you reply below:
"Unfortunately we are not able sell these 4 products to you in for the
suggested full discounted prices below"
"still invoicing at the previously mentioned attached FOB prices"
1. so the discount price you give me is not including the super premium punted
cork bottle?
2. all the discount is based on the FOB rather than CIF? I think the price we
discussed is always CIF.
3. what is "FOC promotional stock"?

Anyway, thanks for your understanding my situation. Looking forward your
replying.

Best Regards,
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On 12.10.2012 11:56, Andrew Cudmore wrote:
Dear Robin,
Thank you very much for your reply. I have tried to contact you on our
local mobile and guessed you were probably travelling in China. I hope
the trip is going well.
Please send my regard to Mr Yin. I very much look forward to hearing
from you. When you get back if you want to call my mobile at any
time, over the weekend or evening there is no problem.
Thanks again
Andrew
Andrew Cudmore | Phone: +61 8 82392499 |
Mobile:
| Fax: +61 8 82392899 |
Location : 262 Melbourne Street, North Adelaide SA 5006
Skype | a.c.cudmore
Website | www.bertonvineyards.com.au
From: Fuqiang Yin [mailto:fuqiang.yin@vikinginvestment.com]
Sent: Friday, 12 October 2012 11:19 AM
To: Andrew Cudmore
Subject: Re: Viking Global Investment / Berton Vineyards in China

Dear Andrew ，
This is Robin. Currently I am in China for business trip so Mr Yin cannot
pick up your phone as he cannot speak English. I am discussing with Mr Yin
and will response you asap. Also I will back on this weekend so that we can
communicate through phone. Sorry about that.
在 10/10/2012 ， 18:06 ， Andrew Cudmore
<Andrew@bertonvineyards.com.au> 写道：

Dear Mr Yin,
Thank you for your reply. As you’re aware although we are a mid sized
winery we think the quality of our wine and prices are as competitive as
any in the Australian wines industry. Generally the 2012 vintage
production of red varieties was down around 10 to 15% across the
industry. This was certainly the case with our winery and consequently
we have a home for virtually all of the red wine we have in stock. In fact
we forecast that we will need to bring some more red stock into the
winery later in the year to fulfil the demand.
This means in developing new business relationships with companies
such as Viking Global Investment and supplying super premium bottles
with corks our margins are going to be tight and like you it doesn’t make
sense to develop new non profit business.
We also very much enjoyed meeting you during your recent visit and
would be delighted to start up a long term relationship with your
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would be delighted to start up a long term relationship with your
company if we can somehow reach an agreement on the pricing.
Unfortunately we are not able sell these 4 products to you in super
premium punted cork bottle for the suggested full discounted prices
below.
However we will agree to meet you half way by offering the following
FOC promotional stock in each container on the conditions stated below,
still invoicing at the previously mentioned attached FOB CIF prices:
a. Berton Vineyard 2011 Barossa Shiraz - 10% FOC stock
b. Head Over Heels 2012 Cabernet Merlot - 8% FOC stock
c. Berton Paddock 2012 Shiraz Cabernet - 7% FOC stock
d. Ashwell Valley 2012 Classic Dry Red - 6% FOC stock
* Prices quoted in Australian Dollars AUD - CIF Dalian per case (12 x
750ml)
* Prices are for full container loads per product being 1008 cases
* All products include a cork and printed Berton Vineyards capsule
* All products included a super premium punted cork mouth bottle
* All products include a plain white carton with ink-jetted markings
This FOC stock is offered for the above stated volume for the first 6
months of 2013 only, in order to help introduce the products to the
market, under the following conditions:
- Viking Global agree to enter into a formal contract agreement
for the total 14 containers
- 15% deposit be paid for the total contract amount
- Balance to be paid for each container on its shipment date.
Due to the packaging specifications and wine quality you require please
note that this is our final offer.
If you are okay with this amended offer we very much look forward to
starting up this new business with you.
I look forward to your positive reply.
Kind regards
Andrew

Andrew Cudmore | Phone: +61 8 82392499 |
Mobile:
| Fax: +61 8 82392899 |
Location : 262 Melbourne Street, North Adelaide SA 5006
Skype | a.c.cudmore
Website | www.bertonvineyards.com.au
From: fuqiang yin [mailto: fuqiang.yin@vikinginvestment.com]
Sent: Tuesday, 9 October 2012 1:56 PM
To: Andrew Cudmore
Subject: Re: Urgent Registration Required for Exporters to China
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Dear Andrew,
Really sorry for my late reply. We were in a business trip this weekend
and just back today. I am glad to receive your final price list however
this does not mean I have confirmed. Recently the wine market in China
is very disordered, some distributors priced vey cheap so we have to
reduce price ever if this label has never been sold in China(the price is
even lower if it has been sold in China). We have sent the samples to
China however we received the response of price is not satisfied which
means it is not much profits we can make. So under this circumstance,
we hope you could provide lower price for us, otherwise we
cannot order such quantities. We could negotiate with the price:

a. Berton Vineyard 2011 Barossa Shiraz $70.24 per case
b. Head Over Heels 2012 Cabernet Merlot $36.87 per case
c. Berton Paddock 2012 Shiraz Cabernet $32.5 per case
d. Ashwell Valley 2012 Classic Dry Red $29.91 per case
* Prices quoted in Australian Dollars AUD - CIF Dalian per case (12 x
750ml)
* Prices are for full container loads per product being 1008 cases
* All products include a cork and printed Berton Vineyards capsule
* All products included a super premium punted cork mouth bottle
* All products include a plain white carton with ink-jetted markings
You and Daryl are really kind people so that we would love to deal
business with you. But we cannot make a non-profit business. We may
order a small amount if your price is non-negotiable but most of our
orders may transfer to the orther wineries, hopefully you can understand.
We have visited some wineries this weekend and get some good offers
which price is lower than yours. Really sorry about that but we have no
choice. Anyway, you are still my first priority, looking forward your
reply!

Best Regards,

On 08.10.2012 13:26, Andrew Cudmore wrote:
Dear Mr Yin,
I hope you had an enjoyable weekend and all is well with you.
We have received the following advice from the Australian Wine and
Brandy Corporation (AWBC).
The Chinese Quarantine Inspection authority (AQSIQ) has
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The Chinese Quarantine Inspection authority (AQSIQ) has
implemented Decree 55 under the new Food Safety Laws. The
measures require that importers and exporters register with the
AQSIQ via an online form. The measures will come into force on 1
October 2012 but the registration process is open now. Only
shipments from registered companies and agents will be allowed into
China from that date.
We need to get Viking Global Investment Pty Ltd registered with the
AQSIQ via their online form so we can export our products to you.

Could you therefore please kindly send the following information
to us straight away in both English and Mandarin:
1) Name
2) Address
3) Contact Person
4) Telephone/Fax
5) Email
We will then arrange to get Viking Global Investment registered on
this site.
Thank you very much for your help with this.
Kind regards
Andrew
Andrew C

| Phone: +61 8 82392499 |
Mobile:
| Fax: +61 8 82392899 |
Location : 262 Melbourne Street, North Adelaide SA 5006
Skype | a.c.cudmore
Website | www.bertonvineyards.com.au

I am using the Free version of SPAMfighter.
SPAMfighter has removed 930 of my spam emails to date.
Do you have a slow PC? Try free scan!

I am using the Free version of SPAMfighter.
SPAMfighter has removed 933 of my spam emails to date.
Do you have a slow PC? Try free scan!
I am using the Free version of SPAMfighter.
SPAMfighter has removed 935 of my spam emails to date.
Do you have a slow PC? Try free scan!

-Fuqiang Yin DirectorViking Global Investment Pty Ltd
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Fuqiang Yin DirectorViking Global Investment Pty Ltd

6C Brockhoff Drive,Burwood, VIC 3125

T:03 9808 2698

M:

Email:fuqiang.yin@vikinginvestment.com

ABN:86153079611

I am using the Free version of SPAMfighter.
SPAMfighter has removed 935 of my spam emails to date.
Do you have a slow PC? Try free scan!
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Andrew Cudmore
Bob Berton
FW: G"day Andrew and Bob , GOOD NEWs ! Kent who came to visit with Gordon Tse has confirmed he
wants to order
Monday, 18 February 2013 3:01:11 PM

Daryl’s reply FYI.
From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:
@iprimus.com.au]
Sent: Monday, 18 February 2013 2:08 PM
To: Andrew Cudmore
Subject: Re: G'day Andrew and Bob , GOOD NEWs ! Kent who came to visit with Gordon Tse has
confirmed he wants to order

Hey , that's great news , I ve just told Gordon that Kents stuffing around has caused him to
loose the initiative with the China market, can you come back as soon as possible with the
offer and labels , Gordon is here for a few more days and is keen to get the order under
way .
Kind regards Daryl
Sent from my iPad
On 18/02/2013, at 1:35 PM, Andrew Cudmore <Andrew@bertonvineyards.com.au>
wrote:
Hi Daryl,
Good to hear from you again. I hope everything is going well with you.
Since we made this offer to Kent Lin last August we have sold quite a bit of
our surplus red wines which means most of the reds we have in stock at the
moment are now under allocation for our regular customers.  In addition the
two Heed Over Heels products we had offered have now been given to
another customer exclusively for China for 12 months who have finally
placed a large order only last Friday.  
We of course still want to try and do the business with Kent and are
reviewing our wine stocks and other possible labels we can offer to replace
the HOH labels.
We will get back to you shortly with the amended proposal.
By the way you will be pleased to know the customer that placed the order
last Friday was in fact Viking Global Investments. Mr Yin.   He contacted me
again in late January (because nothing happened with his "French supplier"
last year). He has been very difficult to negotiate with wanting to debate and
argue about every issue, however we now have a signed Sales Contract (8
containers for shipment between April 13 and Feb 14) and the first part of
his deposit arrived into our account this morning.  I will give you a call to
provide further details shortly.
It looks like things are slowly starting to happened which is great.
Kind regards
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Andrew

Andrew Cudmore | Phone: +61 8 82392499 |
| Fax: +61 8 82392899 |
Mobile:
Location: 262 Melbourne Street, North Adelaide SA 5006
Skype | a.c.cudmore
Website | www.bertonvineyards.com.au

-----Original Message----From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:
@iprimus.com.au]
Sent: Monday, 18 February 2013 10:13 AM
To: Andrew Cudmore
Subject: G'day Andrew and Bob , GOOD NEWs ! Kent who came to
visit with Gordon Tse has confirmed he wants to order
Remember he came to visit in sept oct last year with my friend Gordon
Tse .  Bob looked after them ,Gordon is in Australia now and confirmed
the order will be up to 3 containers . I will ensure they get the
information to you as quickly as possible . Can you or Bob send me the
original quotation so Gordon can get the orders confirmed etc , kind
regards Daryl

Sent from my iPad
I am using the Free version of SPAMfighter.
SPAMfighter has removed 1082 of my spam emails to date.
Do you have a slow PC? Try a free scan!
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Andrew Cudmore
Bob Berton
Jamie Bennett
Viking Global reconciliation.
Tuesday, 24 June 2014 3:28:10 PM
sales confirmation.pdf
SAX023L0SXQUE.PDF
SAX023L0T9Z90.pdf
ARR093L0TCIE9.pdf
Kent who came to visit with Gordon Tse has confirmed he wants to order .msg
Wine invoice.msg

Hi Bob,

As discussed we have agreed to pay Daryl McGuire commission for introducing Mr Yin (Viking Global
Investments) to us last year. Originally we talked about 5% but after Mr Yin negotiated cheaper prices we
decided on a total of 3%.

Daryl has asked that this commission be paid in one lump sum after all 8 containers Mr Lim ordered were
shipped. The SC for the 8 containers is attached, together with a record of what's shipped and what's been paid.

In summary:

*

We have shipped 6 containers (6,374 cs) totalling $227,782.00 - we have been paid for this.

*
Next month we will ship the 2 remaining containers which have in our warehouse (2016 cs) totalling
$68,586.56 - we have also been paid for this in full, refer attached trial balance
*

Therefore commission owing is $8,891.06 (= 3% of $296,368.56).

Daryl has recently requested this commission be paid to a company called G8wayInternational Pty Ltd via a
colleague of his Phil Elliott. Refer attached email.

All the other supporting documentation is attached.

Are you okay if we obtain the appropriate claim from G8wayinternational and process this full payment before
the close of this month? Please advise how GST should be structured in regard to this payment?

I will give you a call to discuss.

Thanks
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On 18/02/2013, at 1:35 PM, Andrew Cudmore <Andrew@bertonvineyards.com.au> wrote:
Hi Daryl,
Good to hear from you again. I hope everything is going well with you.
Since we made this offer to Kent Lin last August we have sold quite a bit of our surplus red
wines which means most of the reds we have in stock at the moment are now under
allocation for our regular customers. In addition the two Heed Over Heels products we had
offered have now been given to another customer exclusively for China for 12 months who
have finally placed a large order only last Friday.
We of course still want to try and do the business with Kent and are reviewing our wine
stocks and other possible labels we can offer to replace the HOH labels.
We will get back to you shortly with the amended proposal.
By the way you will be pleased to know the customer that placed the order last Friday was in
fact Viking Global Investments. Mr Yin. He contacted me again in late January (because
nothing happened with his "French supplier" last year). He has been very difficult to
negotiate with wanting to debate and argue about every issue, however we now have a
signed Sales Contract (8 containers for shipment between April 13 and Feb 14) and the first
part of his deposit arrived into our account this morning. I will give you a call to provide
further details shortly.
It looks like things are slowly starting to happened which is great.
Kind regards
Andrew

Andrew Cudmore | Phone: +61 8 82392499 |
Mobile:
| Fax: +61 8 82392899 |
Location: 262 Melbourne Street, North Adelaide SA 5006
Skype | a.c.cudmore
Website | www.bertonvineyards.com.au

-----Original Message----From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:
@iprimus.com.au]
Sent: Monday, 18 February 2013 10:13 AM
To: Andrew Cudmore
Subject: G'day Andrew and Bob , GOOD NEWs ! Kent who came to visit with
Gordon Tse has confirmed he wants to order
Remember he came to visit in sept oct last year with my friend Gordon Tse . Bob
looked after them ,Gordon is in Australia now and confirmed the order will be up to 3
containers . I will ensure they get the information to you as quickly as possible . Can
you or Bob send me the original quotation so Gordon can get the orders confirmed
etc , kind regards Daryl

Sent from my iPad
2
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I am using the Free version of SPAMfighter.
SPAMfighter has removed 1082 of my spam emails to date.
Do you have a slow PC? Try a free scan!

3
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Export Price List
1st February, 2013

Btles/case

Size

Pallet buy price
AUD

500 case price
AUD

Full container price (1176
cases)
AUD

Berton Vineyard
2009 Bonsai Shiraz

12

750ml

166 30

2009 High Eden Cabernet Sauvignon

12

750ml

99 30

94 30

2011 High Eden Sauvignon Blanc

12

750ml

99 30

94 30

2009 Coonawarra Cabernet Sauvignon

12

750ml

85 80

79 90

2010 Eden Valley Chardonnay

12

750ml

85 80

79 90

2010 Reserve Barossa Shiraz

12

750ml

79 90

2012 Cabernet Merlot

12

750ml

43 80

40 60

2012 Shiraz

12

750ml

43 80

40 60

Reserve

Edengate

Outback Jack
NV Classic Dry Red

12

750ml

-

28 80

NV Classic Dry White

12

750ml

-

28 00

* Prices quoted un Australian Dollars AUD - CIF Shanghai per case - a part of a mixed full 20 foot container order (i.e. 1176 cases)
* Pallet quantities are 65 cases per product
* If chinese importer labels required and quantity is less than 500 dozen please add A$3.50 per case to the pallet price
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ANDREWC
SAX02

Berton Vineyards Pty Ltd
Sales By Debtor/Stock Item

13:30

24/06/2014
Page 1 of 1

Sequence : Debtor
Selection Criteria
Debtor
Year 2014 From Month July

From
VGI001

To
VGI001

To June

Debtor Alias
Name
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------VGI001 VIKING Viking Global Investments
................................................................................................................
Stock Item Description
Unit
Quantity
Sales
Cost
Profit
% Litres
F12DREAVACH1 Ashwell Valley 2012 C750 Range
2342.0000 74709.80 45703.19 29006.61 38.83 21078
SEA - CHINA - BVS
YTD
2342.0000 74709.80 45703.19 29006.61 38.83 21078
F13CMEHOHCH1 Head Over Heels 2013 C750 Range
1018.0000 39728.80 26858.82 12869.98 32.39
9162
SEA - CHINA
YTD
1018.0000 39728.80 26858.82 12869.98 32.39
9162
F13SHIHOHCH1 Head Over Heels 2013 C750 Range
1008.0000 39304.80 22365.80 16939.00 43.10
9072
SEA - CHINA - BVS
YTD
1008.0000 39304.80 22365.80 16939.00 43.10
9072
----------------------------------------------------------------Debtor VGI001 Range Totals
4368.0000 153743.40 94927.81 58815.59 38.26 39312
YTD Totals
4368.0000 153743.40 94927.81 58815.59 38.26 39312
................................................................................................................
----------------------------------------------------------------Grand Totals Range
4368.0000 153743.40 94927.81 58815.59 38.26 39312
YTD
4368.0000 153743.40 94927.81 58815.59 38.26 39312
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- End of Report -----------------------------------------------------------
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ANDREWC
SAX02

Berton Vineyards Pty Ltd
Sales By Debtor/Stock Item

13:39

24/06/2014
Page 1 of 1

Sequence : Debtor
Selection Criteria
Debtor
Year 2013 From Month July

From
VGI001

To
VGI001

To June

Debtor Alias
Name
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------VGI001 VIKING Viking Global Investments
................................................................................................................
Stock Item Description
Unit
Quantity
Sales
Cost
Profit
% Litres
F12CMEHOHCH1 Head Over Heels 2012 C750 Range
998.0000 38880.80 24991.12 13889.68 35.72
8982
SEA - CHINA - BVS
YTD
998.0000 38880.80 24991.12 13889.68 35.72
8982
F12SHIHOHCH1 Head Over Heels 2012 C750 Range
1008.0000 39304.80 24305.10 14999.70 38.16
9072
SEA - CHINA - BVS
YTD
1008.0000 39304.80 24305.10 14999.70 38.16
9072
----------------------------------------------------------------Debtor VGI001 Range Totals
2006.0000 78185.60 49296.22 28889.38 36.95 18054
YTD Totals
2006.0000 78185.60 49296.22 28889.38 36.95 18054
................................................................................................................
----------------------------------------------------------------Grand Totals Range
2006.0000 78185.60 49296.22 28889.38 36.95 18054
YTD
2006.0000 78185.60 49296.22 28889.38 36.95 18054
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- End of Report -----------------------------------------------------------

Volume 27

191

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION
RECORD
5

BETWEEN

SENIOR

INVESTIGATOR

PAUL

TIME:

1:45PM

PRESENT:

SENIOR INVESTIGATOR, PAUL GRAINGER
CHIEF INVESTIGATOR, TIM FOX
GEOFFREY BLACK

GRAINGER:

This is an electronically recorded interview between Paul Grainger and Mr
Geoff Black. We’re currently at the property of Riverina Oils. The date is
the 8th of July 2019. The time is 1:45pm by my watch. Other than myself
there are two other people present, being Mr Black and Tim Fox. For the
purpose of voice ideal, I’ll ask you state your name Geoff?

BLACK:

My name’s Geoffrey Neil Black.

GRAINGER:

Tim?

FOX:

Tim Fox.

GRAINGER:

Thank you Geoff, Tim. Geoff have you given your consent to have your
voice recorded?

BLACK:

I have.

GRAINGER:

And Geoff, is Neil with an I or an E-A?

BLACK:

N-E-I-L.

GRAINGER:

Thank you. And your date of birth?

15

25

INTERVIEW

GRAINGER AND CHIEF INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX AND GEOFFREY BLACK AT
RIVERINA OILS ON 8TH JULY 2019

10

20

OF

BLACK:
GRAINGER:

And your address?

BLACK:

30

in Cootamundra.

GRAINGER:

And your best contact number?

BLACK:

is my personal mobile.
work mobile number –

GRAINGER:

Thank you.

BLACK:

- which is probably best.
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GRAINGER:

Thanks Geoff. By way of background the Commission is conducting an
investigation into allegations that since 2012, Mr Daryl Maguire the
former Member for Wagga Wagga engaged in conduct that involved a
breach of public trust by using his public office including his duties as a
Member of the NSW Parliament and the use of Parliamentary resources to
improperly gain a benefit for himself, for other people and a company
known as G8way International. The interview we’re conducting today will
form part of the Commission’s evidentiary holdings in this matter. As I
told you there’s no determination as to how this will progress but if it, a
decision is made to progress, to progress the matter, you may be called to
give evidence and this interview may be tendered. Do you understand that?

BLACK:

I do.

GRAINGER:

Geoff this is a voluntary process. You’re not under any obligation to take
part. So if you don’t want to take part, you don’t have to.

BLACK:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And Geoff do you agree that I told you that under the ICAC Act it’s a
criminal offence to wilfully make a false or misleading statement to an
officer of the Commission?

BLACK:

You did.

GRAINGER:

You understand that?

BLACK:

I do.

GRAINGER:

O.K Geoff. Now Geoff I’ll just ask you a bit of your background, tell us
about yourself –

BLACK:

My, my, my recent background is in, is my previous employer was
Cootamundra Oilseeds. I was CEO of the company for 20 years. I started
with the company back, around about 1993 as General Manager. In 1994
I think it was I became CEO or General Manager then, then CEO of the
company. So it was a small company and the largest cold press oil
processor in Australia but a small company in that I did basically all hiring,
firing, sales, purchasing, etc myself. I was there for 20, 20 years after, after
18 years I become very ill and, and spent two years of ill health and at that
time was forced to retire from my position as CEO of the company because
of ill health. I had a small period of time away from the oil seed industry
and I was approached by this company, Riverina Oils 18 months ago, sorry
two and a half years ago, to become an, an employee here. I currently
market the, I’m responsible for the, for the trade or the marketer of the
canola mill for the, for the company.

GRAINGER:

In July 2016 what, were you employed at that point in time?

BLACK:

July 2016, July 2016, I would have been self-employed I would have
thought.

GRAINGER:

O.K what were you doing at that point in time?
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BLACK:

I was, I was consulting, 2016 let me think. Sorry in July 2016 I was
employed by, I was employed by Minildra. I, I’m reasonably confident
that it would’ve been at, at, that around about that time. I had a six month
stint with the, in-between my Cootamundra Oilseeds and Minildra I had a,
a, between Cootamundra Oilseeds and this company, I had a six month
stint working on a project for the Minildra Company and I would think
roughly then, yes.

GRAINGER:

O.K. Was that Sydney based or here in the Riverina?

BLACK:

No everything in Cootamundra.

GRAINGER:

O.K. Do you know Daryl Maguire?

BLACK:

I do know Daryl Maguire.

GRAINGER:

Tell me about how you know Daryl?

BLACK:

I know Daryl Maguire firstly through a, the fact that he was the, the, he
was the head of Harvey Norman in Wagga Wagga many years ago. He
knew my parents. I come from a little town called Humula up near
Tumbarumba. He knew my parents very well because my parents were
customers of Harvey Norman in Wagga Wagga. Because of their age I
used to actually pick up and various furniture items from the store and I, I
first met him then. Since then I knew Daryl Maguire as the Local Member.
As part of my role as CEO of Cootamundra Oilseeds I, I had trips, sales
trips to China and I was part of a group of businessmen from Wagga
Wagga that went to China because Wagga Wagga and Kunming are sister
cities. I had been invited by, by, by the Council of Wagga Wagga to, to go
to China and I think I may have met Daryl Maguire first as a, as a Politician
when that, when that occurred. So, and I’ve known him pretty well since
then.

GRAINGER:

O.K. Pretty well socially you know him or?

BLACK:

I have, I, I don’t know Daryl Maguire as a, on a business sense. I have, I
have had lunch with him when various Chinese delegations that were
relevant to my employment came to this area but I, you know, I do, I know
him slightly socially in the fact that you know if, again through my position
of CEO at Cootamundra, if I attended a function in Wagga Wagga and
Daryl was there I did know him that way yes.

GRAINGER:

O.K. Someone you would say hello to but –

BLACK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- not best friends –

BLACK:

No, no, no.

GRAINGER:

A couple of things you’ve said then. Your trip to Kunming with Daryl,
with –

BLACK:

No I didn’t go with Daryl.
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GRAINGER:

- with the Council sorry.

BLACK:

With the Council yes.

GRAINGER:

Was that tour with Miss Wagga Wagga entrants went on that trip?

BLACK:

No it was, it was when Wagga Wagga started exhibiting as such and
businesses from Wagga Wagga and the Riverina started exhibiting at
expo’s at Kunming.

GRAINGER:

O.K.

BLACK:

So I can’t tell you the name of Mayor at the time but it was, it was a
Mayoral visit and we’ll, as part of you know the Department of State and
Regional Development Wagga, part of the Wagga Wagga State and
Regional Development as a, from a having a business in Cootamundra I
was invited to attend over there on a, on a sales mission so.

GRAINGER:

Did Daryl go on the trip as well?

BLACK:

No.

GRAINGER:

No?

BLACK:

He did not.

GRAINGER:

O.K. And you said that, you mentioned before that you’ve been to China
a few times have you?

BLACK:

I have, I have.

GRAINGER:

Have you been with Daryl at all?

BLACK:

Never.

GRAINGER:

O.K.

BLACK:

I’ve never, I’ve never actually travelled with Daryl anywhere to be honest.

GRAINGER:

O.K. Mr Black, our interest revolves primarily around a meeting you
attended in Parliament House in around about July 2016. Do you recall
that?

BLACK:

I, I do recall it if you can tell me what the, what the meeting was about.

GRAINGER:

O.K. We understand from records we’ve reviewed that the meeting was
dealing with a thing called a Shenzhen Asia Pacific Development
Corporation or Association. Do you recall that?

BLACK:

I do recall that.

GRAINGER:

O.K. Just tell us what you remember about it.

BLACK:

I, I have a close Chinese friend who I met on that, well I have a close
Chinese friend who resided in Wagga Wagga who I had been away on a
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trade mission with, who, that I had remained friends with, had, had rang
me and said, and said Geoff I’m in town, I’m back in town –

5

GRAINGER:

Is that Gordon Tse?

BLACK:

It is Gordon Tse.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

BLACK:

Gordon and I have known each other as I said from, from basically from
back in, through, through my role as a CEO in, in because, Gordon was in
the, was in the food industry. He was a restaurateur, he was also a trader
and he was part of a trade mission to China which we attended together
and Gordon re, re, moved residence from Wagga Wagga to, to Guangzhou
and stayed in the food industry and from time-to-time I would price Canola
Oil to him which is the business I’m in. Gordon rang me and said “Look
I’m in, I’m in, I’m in Sydney, would you like to catch up” and I said “Yes
mate I would” and he, he said “Look where’s the easiest place for you?”
and I said “Whatever suits you.” He said “Look I’m going, I’m having
lunch with Daryl Maguire, you’re quite welcome to attend” which I did
do, and that was that meeting.

GRAINGER:

O.K so let’s step through that. You’re speaking to Gordon and he, Gordon
invited you to lunch –

BLACK:

He did.

GRAINGER:

- did he tell you where lunch was going to be?

BLACK:

He, he, he did not say, well at the time he didn’t. He said “Come to lunch
with me” he said but, he said “We’ll meet at, at Parliament House” and,
and that’s exactly where we met.

GRAINGER:

O.K so you met at Parliament House?

BLACK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

In the foyer or somewhere else in Parliament?

BLACK:

We met in the foyer and we actually had lunch at Parliament House.

GRAINGER:

O.K and was that in the member’s dining room or in the café that’s there
or somewhere else?

BLACK:

I think it’s the member’s dining room but I, you know I don’t know
Parliament House that well to be honest.

GRAINGER:

Overlooks the park in the back?

BLACK:

Yes that’s it.

GRAINGER:

O.K.

BLACK:

That’s exactly where it was.
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GRAINGER:

So you, you’ve gone there for lunch and what happened after that? You’ve
eaten downstairs?

BLACK:

We, we ate there. Now first, look my recollection is this, I was, I was
firstly, I met Gordon and I met another Chinese lady from, who was
resided in Perth that I knew through other business over in the oils or not
so much in the oil seed game but in the, you know through business
transactions. I met her as well and this was through a friendship with
Gordon. Nothing to do with what we’re talking about. I met another
Australian based Chinese gentleman. My memory says his name is Jeff
Lai L-A-I I think, from memory, his wife, and I met another tall Chinese
gentleman from China that I did not know and I also met a representative
from Papua New Guinea whether, whether he was the Ambassador to
Papua New Guinea was in the (indecipherable) staff of the Papua New
Guinea I don’t know. And we met for an informal conversation. It was a
meet and greet, you know, what do you do here, blah, blah, blah. And I
can’t tell you exactly where we sat in Parliament House for that meeting
but it was, it wasn’t what I would call a full, a business meeting. It was an
introduction.

GRAINGER:

O.K.

BLACK:

It was identified that Jeff Lai who is, was, was I presume, I think a friend
of Gordon’s was, was a importer or exporter or of grain products to China.
His wife was also in the business of freight and we, we the three of us
discussed you know, how we may be able to, to do business together.

GRAINGER:

O.K.

BLACK:

He knew (indecipherable) industry.

GRAINGER:

So the, the lunch has taken place downstairs –

BLACK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

How did it transition into this meeting somewhere else?

BLACK:

Look it, we, we, we actually met and I, I, as I said I’m just trying to recoup,
recollect exactly where it was. I’m, I can’t tell you whether we, we spoke
before or after this meeting re, I was, I was told, well I’ll tell you with a,
Gordon said to me “Geoff we are, there’s some, there’s some Chinese,
there’s some people from China who are looking to do some work with aid
into Polynesian” and I said, “O.K, good, yes” and he said “And, and you
know, this I’ll be you know, basically this is where we’re at” and this was
done basically in, in a, not in a formal manner, this is what we’re planning
on doing. We’re looking at, looking at, at aid, at aid into the Polynesian
area. A discussion took place between the gentleman from Papua New
Guinea and, and the members that were there. At that time I do recollect
that Daryl Maguire did say for the, for the purpose of this meeting “I need
to let you all know here that I’m happy to, I need to make it very clear to
you that I’m here as a facilitator, i.e. if this is what you people are going
to be doing that’s well and good but I, I will not be part of this”. As in I’m
a Parliamentarian, it’s just not something I, but if I can help, help you, you
work together, well and good.
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GRAINGER:

O.K.

BLACK:

And we basically the, the meeting, the meeting took two directions in that
the, the chap from, from and, and quite a lot of the conversation was in
Chinese as well so but, but the, the chap from Papua New Guinea and, and
the tall Chinese chap and a couple of the other Chinese spoke about there
product. I basically, mostly spoke with Mr Lai about you know how, you
know the edible oil industry in Australia and, and more to the point Canola
Meal industry in Australia because there’s quite a lot of Canola Meal
exported into China, where we’re now able to do business and basically
that’s pretty well as far as the meeting went I, I wasn’t, there was nothing,
nothing more serious about the conversation than that it was, it was a look
this is going to happen, this is what we’re going to do but it’s a fair way
into the future and, and end of story and I wasn’t there a hell of a long time.

GRAINGER:

Just going through some of the things you said then. Did Gordon tell you
during lunch or before lunch or when, that you were going to go and have
this meeting? Was it, what’s the timeline?

BLACK:

He’d rang me, he usually ring, he used to usually ring me two or three days
before he was coming to Australia. Often we’d meet, often we’d meet here
in or Cootamundra for a game of golf or, or in Wagga Wagga for, for a
meeting so you know being Wagga based you know we’d, we’d known
each other for a long time. At this time he said “Look I, I, I’m not coming
to Wagga, you know can you meet me in Sydney?” and I said “Yes I can”
and I, I think I probably would’ve had two days’ notice. I probably, I
probably wasn’t told until a very short period of time exactly where we’re
doing and what we’d be doing cause you know Gordon’s a, Gordon’s a
type of businessman that has plenty on his plate and he would usually say
“Yeah” so I, it’s not something that was planned many days before.

GRAINGER:

O.K so when you went to Parliament House were you aware that you were
going to have this meeting after lunch?

BLACK:

I was aware that I was going to meet with some friends of business. There
was no, there was, yeah.

GRAINGER:

O.K so you’ve, you’ve had lunch and Daryl had lunch with you, is that
right?

BLACK:

He, correct.

GRAINGER:

And then you’ve gone somewhere else to have this meeting?

BLACK:

We did.

GRAINGER:

And was it a large room or small room or?

BLACK:

My memory was that it was a reasonably small room.

GRAINGER:

And in that room you said you had Mr Li –

BLACK:

Yes, Lai, yes.

GRAINGER:

His wife –
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BLACK:

Correct.

GRAINGER:

Someone, did someone translate the conversation?

BLACK:

There was, there was a, a Chinese gentleman yes.

GRAINGER:

O.K. Independent to Gordon the translator, is that right?

BLACK:

I don’t, look I don’t know the man so I –

GRAINGER:

O.K.

BLACK:

- yeah.

GRAINGER:

You mentioned that there was someone, another, another women that was
there?

BLACK:

There was, there was one lady, there was yes. There, there was another
Chinese lady.

GRAINGER:

And who was that Chinese lady? Someone from Perth did you say?

BLACK:

Her name was Zoe Wong.

GRAINGER:

O.K and you know Zoe Wong do you?

BLACK:

I’ve known Zoe for quite a while in that she is re- I think she was either
related to or she had connections in the, in the, in here in Wagga Wagga.
She worked in real estate in Perth.

GRAINGER:

O.K at that time did she?

BLACK:

I, I believe so, yeah.

GRAINGER:

O.K.

BLACK:

That’s, that’s how I knew, I knew her as more of as a friend of Gordon
Tse’s family here in Wagga Wagga. So I sort of pretty well knew, you
know most of the family here as well.

GRAINGER:

O.K.

BLACK:

That family.

GRAINGER:

There was Gordon –

BLACK:

There was Gordon.

GRAINGER:

- and was any other people there?

BLACK:

There was, there was, there was a, as I said there was a, a member of the
Papua New Guinea, you know, I, I don’t know, I’m, I’m, I’m going to say
Government. I, I, you know I don’t know whether it was the ambassador,
the Australian, the Papua New Guinea ambassador to Australia or what he
was. He was part of, he was something to do with Papua New Guinea.
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GRAINGER:

Do you recall his name?

BLACK:

No I don’t but I may have his business card.

GRAINGER:

O.K. At, now other than those people was there any, anyone else there?

BLACK:

Not that I recall.

GRAINGER:

O.K. So you’ve, you’ve gone to this meeting and you’ve indicated that the
discussion was around a, aid role into the, into the Pacific area?

BLACK:

That’s correct.

GRAINGER:

And so, just walk me through what was actually said that, not word-forword but best to your recollection what, how the conversation progressed?

BLACK:

It was from what I can recall, a discussion of, of, of that there was some
interested, Chinese interested Chinese parties that, that were interested in
forming a group to assist with aid in the Polynesian Islands and I said “O.K
so be it” be quite honest with you I said “Yeah, well O.K” I said “Well
what’s, what’s you know” they said “We’ll, we’ll probably end up there
may be business out of this but our, our, our core part of, of what we want
to do is form a group that can develop aid, Chinese aid into the Polynesian
Islands”, and as I said the only representative from the Polynesian Islands
or (indecipherable) was the, was the chap from, from New Guinea.

GRAINGER:

So the conversation took place was it about what subjects? It was –

BLACK:

It was very little, to be quite honest it was for mine, as a former CEO there
was a lot of pie in the sky discussion about you know how we, we can, we
can do this, we can help this, we can do that but there was, it was very
informal, it was from what I can, from well what I would gather was in it’s
infancy in that it, to me it didn’t make a lot of sense and I, I basically
dismissed the whole thing as a, not as a joke but as something that I didn’t
think was about to happen. I was more, look I was more, I was, I was
concentrating more on, on discussions with, with this Mr Lai that I’d met,
Jeff Lai, that, that we could probably be doing business together.

GRAINGER:

O.K so was that on the side-lines?

BLACK:

It was on the side-lines, yes. I probably spoke more to Jeff prior to that,
you know in that day prior to, when on our introduction we, we, we
basically introduced ourselves and we, and we did speak at lunch and, and
I, look I, I, it was so long ago I can’t really recall whether I spoke to him
after, after the, after we’d left Parliament House about it or something like
that but it was, you know I, I have an email trail here from Jeff in that Jeff
inquired last week where, what the pricing of canola oil was and what
would it cost to get into you know to export it at such and such and that’s
–

GRAINGER:

O.K.

BLACK:

- and that’s the, that’s the business we’re dealing.

GRAINGER:

You said there, so at lunch was only you, Daryl and Gordon –
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5

BLACK:

No, no, that was, that was the, no we were all at the luncheon.

GRAINGER:

Everyone was at lunch?

BLACK:

As far as my, I, as far as I recall everybody was at the luncheon.

GRAINGER:

O.K.

BLACK:

I can’t, I honestly cannot recall whether the Papua New – I don’t believe,
I don’t think the chap from Papua New Guinea was at the luncheon.

GRAINGER:

With the conversation about the aid to the Polynesian Islands, what was
discussed, what particular –

BLACK:

I, I, I there wasn’t a lot of detail discussed. It was, the a majority of the
discussion was an introduction between the group and the chap from Papua
New Guinea. He sort of relayed about life with Papua New Guinea, how,
you know how our, you know basically our what, what happened from
supermarkets etc. It basically was an introduction into where he lived, the
lifestyle in Papua New Guinea blah, blah, blah you know. There was very
little, there was no, there was, from, there, there wasn’t, there was no
discussion of things like size of the aid, where the aid was going to be
distributed, any of this sort of stuff. At one point in time I was asked if I
would be interested in being a facilitator towards this if this project were
to be successful and I indicated that I would not. Basically because look
for mine it sounded like it was just pie in the sky.

GRAINGER:

Did, was there any discussion about why China through these people
wanted to supply aid to the Pacific Islands?

BLACK:

I, I just, look I was in a room with quite a few people I didn’t know but I
said “You know, why, yeah?” and “Yeah well we can see merit in this”
and I, for mine, I repeat again I, I just thought it didn’t make sense to me.

GRAINGER:

With, what was Mr Maguire’s role in the whole - ?

BLACK:

His, his role was, was probably, he did not have a hell of a lot to say at all.
He did as I said he did iterate that, “Look I’m here to connect yourselves
together” and but that is it and that is as far as my role will go. Now the
Chinese tall, the Chinese chap whom I can’t recall his name, and I don’t
know whether I do have his business card, I may do, he spoke in Chinese
so it had to be translated and he spoke with the, with the fellow from Papua
New Guinea and, and realistically you know Daryl, Daryl’s role in the
conversation was, from my memory, wasn’t large.

GRAINGER:

So I ‘m just trying to understand why the Member for Wagga Wagga was
involved in these discussions with Gordon Tse, Mr Li, some Chinese
people and the Pacific Islands.

BLACK:

I don’t know. I, I for mine, yeah, I thought the same thing but the fact that
he, the fact that Mr Tse came from Wagga Wagga and the fact that he knew
Mr Maguire was you know, was out of the fact that yeah, that he was
facilitating and I, I really don’t know but yeah at no time did I get the
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impression that, that Mr Maguire was, was, was going to be part of this,
this aid project, but yeah.
GRAINGER:

O.K. When I was telling you about the Commission’s investigation I
mentioned a company called G8way International. You heard of that
company?

BLACK:

I’ve never heard of it. No I haven’t. I’m surprised, no.

GRAINGER:

You heard of a gentleman by the name of Phillip Elliot?

BLACK:

No I have – Phillip?

GRAINGER:

Elliot.

BLACK:

Elliot. No.

GRAINGER:

O.K.

BLACK:

I’d remember that.

GRAINGER:

Geoff I, I have a set of minutes that I’m going to show you in a second
which are minutes that we have obtained about what occurred at this
meeting. Now, the minute taker was listed as Zoe Wong and it lists a
number of people being present there. I’ll show this to you in a second. In
one of my emails to you I asked whether you knew a Mr Mark Hosking
and Mr Hosking is one of the people who was actually listed as being in
attend, in attendance at this meeting. But what I’ll do I’ll, I’ll give you a
copy of these in a second to read through but before I do that Tim do you
want to clarify anything before we go ahead?

FOX:

How long was the meeting?

BLACK:

It wasn’t that long. For mine, and I’m guessing here, between half an hour
and an hour – something like this. It wasn’t long.

FOX:

And did you all leave together or did you leave early so?

BLACK:

No we, we didn’t, I, I can’t, I can’t recall whether I left on my own or
whether I did leave, whether I took, whether I, I can’t remember whether
I left alone or not to be honest with you. I definitely didn’t leave in this
group as far as I can recall. As I said you know I, as I said I dismissed, to
be honest I dismissed the meeting as, as a, as a waste, well waste of my
time and, and a bit of a joke, and I just yeah it’s not something that stayed
100 per cent in my mind.

FOX:

So when you left had the meeting concluded and, or did you walk out of
the room and leave everyone in the room or was people, were people
milling around outside? Do you recall?

BLACK:

No I don’t. Look I don’t. I was, no I, I just, I cannot at this point I just can’t
recall whether I did or whether I didn’t to be honest. Whether there was
still, no I just, whether I, I don’t know whether I may have, you know, said
“Look that’ll do me I’ve, I’ve, I’ve seen enough” I don’t know
(indecipherable) “I’ve seen enough but I’ve, look I’ve, I’ve got other
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things to do and I’ll move on” but I, I don’t remember leaving the, in a
group. No I don’t.

5

10

FOX:

O.K.

BLACK:

Cause I was driving my own vehicle.

FOX:

So had you parked at Parliament House or nearby?

BLACK:

I parked nearby in a parking station.

FOX:

So the, the group that was notionally being formed or, had already been
formed. Whatever, where, whatever stage he was at, do you recall it being
given a name?

BLACK:

No at no time, no.

FOX:

And do you recall there, at any time during the meeting any person being
allocated specific tasks within this notional group or, or even specific
roles?

BLACK:

No the meeting didn’t get that far. It was to be honest it was a very informal
meeting. Now I, I don’t know whether I, whether I’m on the wrong track
here in that I, that you’re talking about a meeting that I wasn’t at but this
meeting was a very, very impromptu and, yeah very short meeting. It, it –

FOX:

Well it was impromptu to you –

BLACK:

Yeah.

FOX:

But did, does that mean that, but, one assumes that it wasn’t impromptu
for the other, some of the other people there.

BLACK:

It may, may not have been, but yeah –

FOX:

Yep.

BLACK:

But for me it wasn’t, yeah.

FOX:

Was it what you expected from a, a catch up lunch with Gordon?

BLACK:

That’s pretty well what it is, yeah and I, for mine, yeah O.K you know I’ve
known Gordon a long, long time and, and Gordon will often introduce to
me to you know to various, various friends and I’ve often I’ve met people
from all over the world but I, I wasn’t you know I, you know I’d really, I
didn’t expect to be, to be meeting these people. Anyway –

FOX:

O.K.

GRAINGER:

Other than the aid to the Polynesian countries was there any business
discussed other than you and Mr Li?

BLACK:

No there, there wasn’t other than, you know the, we will be looking at
opportunities where we, you know, we can assist with aid, and, and, and
you know there may be other business opportunities that we can, we can
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doing in the, in the Polynesian Islands and I said “Well look” for mine I, I
just couldn’t, I couldn’t see that you could be. I’m in the oilseed game,
maybe I, I, I was out of touch with it but I, yeah it just didn’t make sense
I’m sorry.
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GRAINGER:

O.K. What I’ll show you now is this document to the minutes. It’s a fair,
it’s, it’s a number of pages and its Commission reference is D-1-0-5-3-63-1-8. This is a copy that has been translated from Mandarin into English.
I’ll, what I’ll ask to do is, is have a read through it and, and see how that
accords with your recollection of the events.

BLACK:

(begins to read document) Consul General, yeah well I was right in Mr –
Gordon Tse. For the life of me I can’t remember a chap called Mr Mark
Hosking being there. Yeah I –

GRAINGER:

You’ve had a chance –

BLACK:

- I’ve just, I’ve scanned through most of it, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Geoff the content of those minutes are somewhat more detailed than your
memory.

BLACK:

They are, yeah, I, look, a lot of this I don’t to be honest with you, I don’t
believe, I don’t believe, I don’t remember a hell of a lot of this being, how,
how would I like to word it, a lot of it looks very trumped up as far as I
can see.

GRAINGER:

O.K.

BLACK:

If you know where I’m coming from.

GRAINGER:

So you think the minutes don’t represent what actually occurred? Is that
what you’re saying?

BLACK:

No the, the meeting definitely occurred but look I, for mine I read that as
a, I don’t know whether I’m using the wrong terms in trumped up as in it
to mine, my memory of the meeting wasn’t that, that all of that was there.
I, I believe, yeah my memory of the meeting was that those minutes have
been, have been, have been written and I’ll, we’ll call it like a sales pitch
type situation if you know where I’m coming from. You understand what
I’m trying to say?

GRAINGER:

Yes.

FOX:

Yep.

BLACK:

Yeah look –

GRAINGER:

Embellished would that be –

BLACK:

The, they were embellished and those are the minutes that I would be
probably you know, it, it, I’m not going to be racist in saying this but it
was, it was how I would write the minutes if I wanted to impress a, a, a
Chinese consortium or a businessman. My, some of what is in here, I do
recall. I’ll be honest, you know.
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GRAINGER:

Which parts do you recall?

BLACK:

Oh look I, the meeting was there –

GRAINGER:

Yes.

BLACK:

I remember the, I remember the you know, the people that I’ve said were
there, were there. I’d still for the life of me do not remember Mark Hosking
but if I don’t remember, I don’t remember him, but everyone I do
remember the Consul General. He was the Consul General. I knew him
from Papua New Guinea and I, somewhere if I haven’t thrown it out I do
have a tie that he did give everybody there. I didn’t get a scarf so I’m a bit
disappointed.

FOX:

If you look at the time, just –

BLACK:

Yeah but it’s got to –

FOX:

It’s got mid – midday –

BLACK:

- to reminder but –

FOX:

- to 4:30. What time do you think you got to Parliament House?

BLACK:

I, I definitely would’ve been there around that time.

FOX:

O.K. So this is a, this is, this seems to reflect that the meeting took place,
this says in a meeting room but it, what you’re saying is if this is true, the
meeting they’re talking about a meeting that took place over lunch –

BLACK:

Yeah.

FOX:

- and then retired into a meeting room after lunch and continued.

BLACK:

And it says 4:30. My memory, my memory says that it didn’t go for that
long. Now I, I may and I, I still can’t, the fact that there’s I, I did park in a
car park. Did I leave before that meeting finished? I can’t tell you. But I,
I, I certainly don’t remember being there until 4:30 but yeah –

GRAINGER:

Is –

BLACK:

- not, not that it matters.

GRAINGER:

Is the fact that, that your memory may be deficient in some of these areas
as in your, you’ve forgotten some of things that occurred?

BLACK:

Yeah look I could’ve, look, for mine as a, as I’ve said a couple of times, I,
I, I dismissed the whole thing as a bloody joke to be honest with you. You
know, some of what has been written here could’ve been translated also
could’ve been said, said in Chinese and translated as well but for mine they
look the, the minutes to me look a bit trumped up. I don’t know, I don’t,
the you know quite a bit of it in, in that you know in that the, the Mr
Sumasy Singin I Singin I don’t, I don’t remember him saying as much as
is in the, these minutes and, and to be quite frank I wasn’t particularly that
interested either.
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GRAINGER:

After the meeting, so you’ve let’s, let’s, let’s just move on from this. Now
you’ve, the meeting’s finished –

BLACK:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- you said you’re reasonably friendly with Gordon Tse. Did you speak to
Gordon about it and say “What was all that about?”

BLACK:

Look I, I said “Gordon, you know” he said “Look this, this could be, you
know, this could be fantastic. This could be a golden opportunity here for
(indecipherable)” and I said “Gordon I’m, I’m just look, you think that I
might be, I might be the perfect person to be you know, to be in this, you
know in this business” I said “But I’m just, I’ve got a you know, I just
really don’t want to do it. I’m not interested”.

GRAINGER:

O.K so this is after the meeting you spoke to Gordon. Is that right?

BLACK:

I, I spoke, yes it would’ve been. Now when I told him I can’t tell you but
I you know, I don’t, did this, I dismissed the whole thing just as a, as
something that wasn’t going to happen.

GRAINGER:

So what, what did Gordon want you to do?

BLACK:

His, he didn’t actually outline it. He said “Look you know” he said
“You’ve you know, we, we’re going to, we’re going to need somebody to,
to you know oversee you know the, the, the aid that, that goes, you know,
that is going to be going to these Islands” and I said “But I’m you know,
again I’m not your person to be overseeing this type of thing, you know,
you need a Financial Controller or something I don’t” he said “But you
know we need, we’re going to need somebody that needs to be going to
these Islands to make sure that it’s, that it’s, you know that everything is
going O.K”. And I said “Well again, you know, I, I, I iterated to him that
I had had a lot of years of ill health and that I didn’t believe my health was
good enough for me to even be considering that role. And I let it go.

GRAINGER:

Did you speak to him again after that time about it at all?

BLACK:

I, I, look I probably did, I don’t know. I don’t know. In, in, I didn’t speak
with him in any serious great manner about, about it. Because I, I, I
dismissed it as something that wasn’t going to happen.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall speaking to Mr Maguire about it at all afterwards?

BLACK:

I definitely did not.

GRAINGER:

O.K so after this meeting in Mr Maguire’s office, did you have occasion
to meet with him after that at all?

BLACK:

I don’t, I don’t think I saw Daryl again, no. No I don’t think I have.

GRAINGER:

O.K.

BLACK:

Yeah.
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GRAINGER:

And just to, just for clarity. Is Zoe Wong that’s mentioned in here, you said
she’s a real estate agent in Perth. Is that –

BLACK:

She, her, how I knew her was that she, she had, she had real estate business
in Perth.

GRAINGER:

O.K.

BLACK:

Her daughter, her daughter was either, her daughter either, her daughter
either, herself either came to Wagga I, I met her socially, you know
sometime many years ago and I knew that she was working in, in, in some
form of real estate business in Perth.

GRAINGER:

Do you have contact details for her at all?

BLACK:

I believe that she moved back to, at the, at the time, at or around that time
she moved back to China. I would have her email address.

GRAINGER:

Alright well I might ask you to just forward that to me after.

BLACK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- we’ve, we’ve, when you have an opportunity –

BLACK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- to do so.

BLACK:

Yeah.

FOX:

I just got a couple of questions here. You, you see Geoff at the beginning
it’s got people present. Daryl Maguire, Secretary General of the NSW
Government, Parliamentary Secretary of the ANZAC Centenary,
Chairman of the NSW Parliament Asia Pacific Friendship Group and
Honorary Chairman of the SAPCDA. Do you recall any of those things
being said about Mr Maguire or by Mr Maguire at this meeting?

BLACK:

Nothing, that’s what I was a little bit surprised about in this, you know, in
this document, you know, that the formalising of such. I, again I don’t
know whether it was Mr Maguire grandstanding as such. Saying “Look
you know, I’m, I’m here to you know because of this”. I wasn’t aware that
he had declared that he was, was you know the Honorary Chairman of the
SAPCDA but again I iterate that I, I to be honest I wasn’t that interested in
the, in the conversation.

FOX:

The Asia Pacific Friendship Group. Is that something you’ve heard of
before in the context of your relationship with Mr Maguire?

BLACK:

No I haven’t. I, I should probably yeah, I should probably state that I, I
haven’t travelled with Mr Maguire. I haven’t been overseas with Mr
Maguire. My dealings with him have been either in a, you know, a
meeting, a luncheon at Parliament House where I have had lunch with him
on, I’d say at least three occasions through, through his friendship with
Gordon Tse and my friendship with Gordon Tse and I, and I, and I know
him here in Wagga Wagga but I’ve never, you know I’ve never travelled
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with him and I’ve probably never, you know, I, I, I, I, I’ve never delved
into his, into his background to know that he, yeah, the Chairman of the
Parliament Asia Pacific Friendship Group. I, I don’t know of it, no.
GRAINGER:

O.K. Other than this occasion you said you had two other occasions you
think or perhaps more –

BLACK:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- lunch with Gordon and Mr Maguire.

BLACK:

I have.

GRAINGER:

What do you recall the discussions in those meetings?

BLACK:

Valiant, Valiant motor cars. Morris Minor motor cars many, Daryl’s
they’ve always been on a social front. Probably I have, I don’t recall ever
having a business type meeting with Daryl.

GRAINGER:

O.K and what’s the relationship in Daryl and Gordon?

BLACK:

Daryl, Daryl and Gordon were basically, Gordon, Gordon spent quite a lot
of time in Wagga Wagga. Gordon was a successful businessman in Wagga
Wagga. Gordon spent a lot of time raising money for charities etc here in
Wagga Wagga and I believe that that’s how Daryl and Gordon became
friends.

GRAINGER:

O.K.

BLACK:

So yeah.

GRAINGER:

Alright. Geoff at this point in time I have no further questions to ask you.
Thank you for taking the time to talk to us.

BLACK:

That’s fine.

GRAINGER:

I’ll finalise the interview now. The time is 2:38PM.
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Meeting Minutes 20 July 2016
Meeting
Agenda

Minute Taker

People
present

1. Reporting on the progress in the preparation
of establishing SAPCDA;
2. Formal meeting with the Consul General of
Papua New Guinea in Australia and
discussing future cooperation opportunities;
3. Preparatory work arrangement for the next
stage, and duties and schedules of
preparatory team members;
4. Discussion on the future development plan of
SAPCDA and how to obtain government
support from all the countries;
Zoe Wong

Date
and
Time

20 July 2016
12pm -4.30pm
(The Consul General
of
Papua
New
Guinea, Mr. Sumasy
Singin joins
the
meeting at 12.30pm
and left at 1.30pm.)

Location
of
Meeting

Meeting
room,
Parliament of New
South
Wales,
Sydney
Mr. Daryl Maguire - Secretary General of the NSW government, Parliamentary
Secretary for the ANZAC Centenary, Chairman of the NSW Parliament Asia Pacific
Friendship Group, Honourary Chairman of SAPCDA;
Mr. Sumasy Singin - Consul General of Papua New Guinea in Australia;
Mr. Gordon Tse - Former Deputy President of AustCham Southern China, Justice
of the Peace, Honourary Citizen, first point of contact at the Australian ConsulateGeneral, Guangzhou, initiator of multiple charity events;
Mr. Haoyuan Li - Chairman of the Board, Shenzhen Jiurun Group
Mr. Geoff Black, Mr. Mark Hosking - successful Australian businessmen, guest
business representatives
Ms. Zoe Wong - Interpreter and minute taker

Meeting Minutes:
Background of meeting:
The preparatory work to establish SAPCDA officially commenced in Shenzhen in March 2016, when
Mr. Daryl Maguire MP visited Shenzhen to meet with Mr. Tse and Mr. Li, etc. to establish the
preparatory team for SAPCDA. Maguire MP agreed to assume the position of Honourary Chairman
of SAPCDA, responsible for the communication with the South Pacific countries.
SAPCDA is a non-government organisation, and has rich enterprise and business resources in China.
The purpose of establishing SAPCDA is to open up extensive business cooperation, information
sharing and mutual development with the South Pacific Island countries in areas such as tourism,
marine resources, agricultural resources, mineral resources and real estate, and at the same time,
to actively participate in charity events that assist with the development of the backward areas in
the island countries.
This is the first meeting in Australia since the preparatory team was established. It will look at the
preparatory work completed so far, and is of extreme importance to the progress of future SAPCDA
work.

XIAOMAN ZHENG
l'Gbpl CPN6CL37U
CHINESE -> ENGLISH

VALID TO 4/10/2020
SIGNATURE:
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1.

Reporting on the progress in the preparation of establishing SAPCDA;

DM: In the past three months, through the NSW Parliament Asia Pacific Friendship Group, I
contacted many countries and did a lot of work, which achieved key development. At the moment,
seven countries have largely confirmed their intention of strategic cooperation. They are Papua
New Guinea, Solomon Islands, Samoa, Vanuatu, Tonga, Fiji Islands, and Kiribati. Papua New Guinea
has officially signed the letter of intent with us the day before yesterday. I have invited the Consul
General of Papua New Guinea to join our meeting today, in order to push forward future work.
With the other six countries, I have reached verbal agreement with them in the teleconference and
will meet with their consuls general in Canberra to sign the agreement in writing as soon as I am
available.
The South Pacific region covers an oceanic area as wide as one sixth of the total area of the earth,
but the countries are scattered and some have not formally established diplomatic relations with
China. Therefore, it is not straightforward on the foreign policy level to establish cooperation with
all the countries at the same time, which will slow down the progress. With that in mind, I was
selective in choosing the countries to establish intention of cooperation with SAPCDA. In the
countries selected, apart from Solomon Islands and Kiribati, which have not established diplomatic
relations with China, the other five countries all have political and economic relationships with
China, and they are in the leading position among the South Pacific island countries. In particular,
Papua New Guinea, being the most populated country with over eight million people, has rich
resources and is keen to establish business exchange with China. Once these countries start to work
with SAPCDA, I believe other island countries will quickly follow. At this stage, we should focus on
the business cooperation with the seven countries to demonstrate to the other countries.
Mr. Li: Thanks to Maguire MP for the large amount of work that he has done for SAPCDA, our
preparatory work has made delightful progress. In the past three months, I have communicated on
multiple occasions with the relevant authority that assesses and approves mass organisations
regarding the establishment of SAPCDA, and have always received support and positive feedback.
When we have signed the strategic cooperation agreement with these countries, we will basically
be able to obtain the approval to establish SAPCDA. Of course, the application process still needs
to be completed, and it will take some time to receive the approval. We can only formally start on
SAPCDA after receiving the legal approval document, as this is very important in China. We hope
that SAPCDA will not only work well in Shenzhen, but also organise business events across China to
raise the influence of this trade promotion association.
I have prepared one floor in my office building in Nanshan District, Shenzhen as SAPCDA's office
and business exhibition hall. The renovation has been completed and is ready for use once the
Association is officially established.
GT: I agree with Maguire MP. At this stage, our focus should be on building cooperative
relationships with the seven countries to bring trade promotion work into operation as soon as
possible and then apply the experience to the whole region.
2.

Formal meeting with the Consul General of Papua New Guinea in Australia and discussing
future cooperation opportunities:
XIAOMAN ZHENG
CPN6CL37U
CHINESE -> ENGLISH
VALID TO 4/10/2020
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At 12.30pm, Mr. Sumasy Singin, the Consul General of Papua New Guinea in Australia, joined the
meeting as invited.
SS: I am very pleased to have this opportunity to meet with everyone today. Before today, Maguire
MP has already spoken to me regarding the purpose of SAPCDA and future cooperation plans. I
think this is a very good project which will promote the non-government business exchange
between the two countries. I have signed the strategic cooperation agreement with SAPCDA on
behalf of the Papua New Guinea government. (See appendix for agreement)
The rich resources in Papua New Guinea create significant opportunities to work with China in areas
such as natural gas, petrol, minerals, tourism and trade. Papua New Guinea has seen rapid
population growth in recent years and with over eight million people, it has become the most
populated country after Australia in the South Pacific region. Our economy is also developing very
fast, so we have great potential in cooperating with China in many areas.
I would also like to take this opportunity to update everyone on us in China. Recently we opened a
visa office in Beijing to facilitate applications for business and other types of visas. We also offer a
one-month visa on arrival for Chinese tourists. Two weeks ago, we launched direct flights between
Beijing and Port Moresby, the Capital of Papua New Guinea. There are two flights per week and
transfers from Guangzhou and Hong Kong to Port Moresby. It is now a lot more convenient to go
to Papua New Guinea for business or holiday.
In November 2018, the APEC Leaders Summit will be held in Port Moresby, which will be the first
time for Papua New Guinea to hold an APEC summit. Leaders from 21 countries will gather in Port
Moresby. In the next three years, Papua New Guinea will need significant funds to renovate
airports, build roads, five-star hotels and supporting facilities, so I think the Summit will have a
positive impact on Papua New Guinea's reputation and economic development, and these positive
factors will bring more business opportunities to Papua New Guinea.
Before I came here, I collated information on large and medium-sized projects for holiday hotels
and real estate, which are trying to acquire funds and partners. I am happy to email the information
to those who are interested after the meeting.
DM: Many thanks to Mr. Sumasy for attending our meeting. He has been very supportive of SAPCDA
and is the first to sign the cooperation agreement on behalf of a country. In my opinion, when
SAPCDA is up and running, the first thing to do is to arrange a team to Papua New Guinea to look
for local business opportunities and invigorate the economic interactions between the two
countries.
Mr. Li: We are honoured to have Mr. Sumasy at our meeting and are thankful for his detailed
introduction on Papua New Guinea. For historical reasons, Chinese businessmen do not know much
about Papua New Guinea, and have little knowledge of investment policies, taxation, limitation on
overseas investors purchasing land and resources, time limit on land ownership, and legal
protection. To facilitate future business events, I think it essential to hold a promotion event on
Papua New Guinea in Shenzhen. In addition, I would also like to understand the investment volume
of the large investment projects that Mr. Sumasy has mentioned.
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SS: Mr. Li raised a very good suggestion. It is possible to have an investment promotion event in
future in Shenzhen. I graduated from the University of Melbourne in Australia, and I am a practising
lawyer, so I am also able to answer your legal questions. Please feel free to contact me at any time.
The legal system in Papua New Guinea is very similar to that of Australia, but land use is limited to
99 years, and overseas investors can hold no more than 49% of shares in resources related projects.
Investment and taxation policies are extensive, so I will not be covering them one by one here.
Regarding the large hotel investment projects, the investment volume is around AUDIO to 20
million. Of course, this range of figures is for your reference only, as the exact amount will be
specified in project discussions and the government will not be involved in these business activities.
In future business exchanges, the government can introduce state level commerce committees and
business authorities to SAPCDA. They hold a large amount of information on investment projects
and have good relationships with government agencies, so they should be able to provide you with
convenient trade and business conditions and help to facilitate your communication with the local
government.
DM: I believe SAPCDA members are interested in your projects, so please email me the material
after the meeting to allow us to conduct project research. When SAPCDA is officially established in
Shenzhen, we will invite you to come to our ceremony. We will also organise a business visit team
to Papua New Guinea as soon as possible.
SS: Thank you! I have not been to Shenzhen but will make sure to visit you when there is an
opportunity.
The meeting with Consul General Mr. Sumasy Singin ended at 1.30pm. After the meeting, the
Consul General gave everyone a Papua New Guinea business and investment guidebook, as well
as a tie and a scarf printed with Papua New Guinea national flag and emblem as a souvenir.
3.

Preparatory work arrangement for the next stage, and duties and schedules of preparatory
team members:

DM: I will complete the signing of the cooperation agreement with the other six countries before
the end of July. I have scheduled to meet with the Consuls General for Fiji and Vanuatu in Canberra,
and if everything goes well, the signing will be done this week.
From 1 to 7 October, I will bring a team to Shanghai to cut the ribbon for an Australian trade
exhibition centre. If the timing is right, I will visit Shenzhen after the 7th and invite the
representatives of the countries that have signed the agreement to come to the opening ceremony
of SAPCDA and cut the ribbon.
I appreciate that all the representatives have busy business schedules, so the invitation must be
sent out to the guests in advance to allow sufficient time for the trip to be arranged. I will invite
guests from the South Pacific countries, including representatives from Australia and New Zealand.
I have spoken to the Consul of New Zealand, who is very supportive of this project and welcomes
SAPCDA to hold events in New Zealand in future.
Mr. Li: I will ask my colleagues in China to follow up on the assessment and registration. If the
agreement is initialled with the seven countries at the beginnma. af August, hopefully, tha
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registration approval can be obtained at the end of August or beginning of September. The opening
ceremony can then be arranged. In terms of guests, we will invite representatives from the Chinese
government and eminent businessmen. The ceremony (if everything goes smoothly) is likely to be
held in the second week of October. The exact date will be confirmed in the first half of September,
so that invitations can be sent out and guests can be confirmed to cut the ribbon. The opening
ceremony needs to be a high-end, spectacular and brilliant one.
In terms of looking for SAPCDA members, I will utilise my resources in the business cycle of
Shenzhen to find influential entrepreneurs to join us. The initial members will all be business elites,
who will follow the purpose of SAPCDA and lead the business communication with the seven
countries. I would like to seek Maguire MP's opinion on the staffing of the preparatory team.
DM: Based on the current progress, we do not require more staff at the moment, as long as your
assistant Simon keeps up with daily communication and paperwork. When SAPCDA is officially
established, we will recruit more people, but for now we need to keep our expenses low.
GT: I agree with Maguire MP. Simon is responsible for daily email correspondence and
communication, and I will also be contacting, communicating and interacting with Maguire MP and
Mr. Li, to ensure the information shared between you is accurate and timely.
Today I introduced my old friend Geoff to everyone. He has been running business in Australia for
many years and has a wealth of business connections, experience and event organisation capability.
The business communication between SAPCDA and the island countries will often require local
planning, organising and hosting in Australia, and Geoff is more than happy to be SAPCDA's contact
in Australia to coordinate our work.
For member recruitment, I will also use my contacts in Guangzhou and Australia to attract members
that share the same views and are influential in the business cycles.

Lastly, everyone agreed on the ceremony date to be in the second week of October 2016. In the
next two months, all the preparation will work towards this goal.
Maguire MP raised again the suggestion to organise a business visit team to Papua New Guinea.
Mr. Li thought that this project could not be confirmed now and further discussion would be
required after members had been recruited and the material on Papua New Guinea investment
projects had been reviewed. Maguire MP agreed to follow up with the Consul General of Papua
New Guinea on the project material after the meeting. Everyone agreed to put the Papua New
Guinea business visit into schedule after SAPCDA is established.
4.

Discussion on the future development plan of SAPCDA and how to obtain government
support on the policy level from all the countries:

DM: Through the NSW Parliament Asia Pacific Friendship Group, SAPCDA will be able to connect
with the South Pacific island countries and develop extensive business cooperation in areas such as
tourism, marine resources, agricultural resources, mineral resources and real estate. As the
Chairman of the NSW Parliament Asia Pacific Friendship Group and Honourary Chairman of
SAPCDA, I will help expedite the work at SAPCDA by reasonably using the long-term network I have
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built with government officials such as the consuls general and commercial counsellors. However, I
would like to reiterate here that the government agencies will not involve directly in non
government business events, so what the government can do to support is to introduce state level
trade associations or industrial associations to connect with SAPCDA and to share resources by
providing data on economy, trade, resources and tourism. They will also assist with the
communication with local government agencies regarding relevant projects, to offer SAPCDA
maximum convenience in the trade and business space.
Mr. Li: The future development plan of SAPCDA is to build long-term systematic communication,
where economic and trade and cultural exchanges are held regularly, up-to-date business and trade
information are shared, and comprehensive services are provided to Chinese and island business
personnel in investment, business visit, trade and project operation.
We understand that government cannot participate in non-government business events, and this
is the same with the Chinese government. The government supports non-government exchanges
to promote the economic and cultural exchanges between the two countries, but what the
government can actually do is limited to providing guidance and support through policy. Based on
previous experience, a lot of national policies that benefit economic and trade exchanges were
proposed by non-government trade associations and formulated by the government based on
thorough research and analysis.
South Pacific island countries are very rich in tourism, mineral and agricultural resources, and have
many undeveloped areas, which creates great potential for the business and trade with China. What
SAPCDA should be able to do is to utilise our rich enterprise and business resources in China to build
high-level connections and to establish communication with the target regions in the South Pacific
countries to look for projects with development potential and to connect project to funds. While
looking for projects, the Association can also collate data and information regularly on trade,
resources, transportation, tourism and real estate, which can be used in industrial research reports
to submit to the government, as well as in business proposals or suggestions to both governments
regarding a certain project. This could gain mutually beneficial policies for business exchanges and
government support in projects.
GT: I agree with you both. A successful trade association can contribute significantly, but its success
is not possible without government support from the policy perspective. With the current resources
we have, the SAPCDA development plan is certainly realistic and feasible. While we are focusing on
business exchanges, we should remember that most of the island countries are still economically
backward and need our help and support. SAPCDA should actively participate in relevant charity
events to help with the development of the backward regions.

Everyone present had a lively discussion of the future development plan for SAPCDA. Specially
invited business representatives Geoff and Mark shared their knowledge and experience in the
business interactions with the island countries, and offered their suggestions on future participation
in the operation of the trade association.
The meeting came to a successful conclusion at 4.30pm.
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INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION

5

RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN SENIOR INVESTIGATOR PAUL
GRAINGER OF THE INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION
AND THE HON. NIALL BLAIR. CONDUCTED ON THE 28 FEBRUARY 2019 AT 52
MARTIN PLACE SYDNEY.
ALSO PRESENT: TIM FOX, CHIEF INVESTIGATOR, ICAC
SEAN O’CONNELL, CHIEF OF STAFF TO MINISTER BLAIR

10
GRAINGER:

This is an electronic record of interview between Paul Grainger from the
ICAC and the Hon. Niall Blair, the Minister for Primary Industries,
Regional Water and Trade and Industry. The date is the 28th February
2019. We’re currently at 52 Martin Place, Sydney. Other than myself there
are three other people present and for the purposes of voice identification
I’ll ask you to state your name. Starting with you Mr Blair.

BLAIR:

Niall Mark Blair.

O’CONNELL:

Sean Harold O’Connell.

FOX:

Tim Fox.

GRAINGER:

And Sean, you’re the Chief of Staff to Minister Blair, is that correct?

O’CONNELL:

I am. Yes, I’ve been (UNINTELLIGIBLE) position since 2015.

GRAINGER:

Mr Blair do you – have you given us consent to record this interview
today?

BLAIR:

I have.

GRAINGER:

And Sean, do you consent to having your voice recorded?

O’CONNELL:

I do.

GRAINGER:

Thank you. For the purpose – so you fully understand the scope of the
Commission’s investigation, we are conducting an investigation into an
allegation since 2012 Mr Daryl Maguire, the former Member for Wagga
Wagga engaged in conduct that involved a breach of public trust by using
his public office, involving his duties as a Member of the NSW Parliament
and the use of parliamentary resources to improperly gain a benefit for
himself. A company known to be Gateway International and any other
associated parties or persons. Mr Blair, do you agree I informed you that
this is a voluntary process. You are under no obligation to take part?

BLAIR:

Agree.

GRAINGER:

Do you agree that I informed you that this interview will form part of the
Commission’s investigation holding, evidentiary holdings that is?

15

20

25

30

35

IN-CONFIDENCE
[D10581875]
Volume 27

Transcribed by TRaiti 11/7/2019

Proofed by MZreik on 29/10/2019
215

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

5

10

15

BLAIR:

Correct.

GRAINGER:

And may be used by the Commission at a later date.

BLAIR:

Agree.

GRAINGER:

Do you agree that I advised you that prior – that pursuant to the ICAC Act
it is a criminal offence to deliberately provide a false or misleading
statement or information to an officer of the Commission exercising their
function under the Act. Any information you provide in this interview
today needs to be true to the best of your knowledge and belief – and sorry
that – I told you that.

BLAIR:

Yes, agree.

GRAINGER:

And so no misunderstanding, both Tim and I are officers of the
Commission and this interview is a function under our Act. Minister, can
I ask your full name again please?

BLAIR:

Niall Mark Blair.

GRAINGER:

And your date of birth?

BLAIR:
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GRAINGER:

Thank you. Minister Blair I understand you’re a member of the Legislative
Council and have been so since 26 March 2011?

BLAIR:

That’s right.

GRAINGER:

I’ve obtained a copy of the print out from Parliament showing your
Parliamentary history.

BLAIR:

Mm hm.

GRAINGER:

Could you have a look at that and just tell me if that is correct.

BLAIR:

Eh, with – as – as best of my knowledge that the information on there that
includes very specific dates and days and years I believe that to be correct.

GRAINGER:

So I’m not so much concerned about the date –

BLAIR:

Sure.

GRAINGER:

- or of the positions you held during those times.

BLAIR:

That’s, yeah that’s right.

GRAINGER:

Okay and you are currently the Deputy Leader for Government in the
Council – Legislative Council?

BLAIR:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Right, United World Enterprises and for this one I’ve just put the reference
–
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BLAIR:

Sure.

GRAINGER:

- for your information that’s the Commission reference D10542103. The
company United World Enterprises, we understand that on the 18th of
August 2017 a meeting occurred between Charlie Cull from your office,
Susan Calvert – Calvert from Trade and Investment and Representative of
UWE. We just like to get an understanding of how that meeting occurred.
What was the catalyst?

BLAIR:

So happy to provide you with some information. I’ve been able to find a
text exchange on my phone that I still have and I’m – if you like I’m happy
to read through the exchange. So on 17 August 2017 at 1.46 or 13.46, 1.46
pm or 13.46, I received a text message from Daryl. ‘G’day Niall are you
able to talk about an issue with exporter that needs our help regards Daryl’.
My immediate response to him was ‘Just in meetings. I’ll get Charlie from
my office to call ASAP and then I’ll call later, NB’. He responded ‘Ta,
spoke to him’. I then responded, ‘Great’. He then replied we’re – ‘We’re
on it. Got a serious problem with an exporter needs our help. I did explain
to Charlie, all good. Meeting him tomorrow with exporter and Austrade
Rep Martin Place’ and then my response was a thumbs up. So I believe
that’s the catalyst, the day before. There’s no information in here from who
the company was and as I said I referred it to Charlie as would be, I guess
the normal case, with – with an enquiry that requires some detail and then
I didn’t hear anything back from Daryl. The next exchange I had from here,
looks like it was in September.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Do you recall if the day in question where you received a text
message was a Parliamentary Sitting day?

BLAIR:

Oh look we can check the – I could check the Parliamentary Sitting record.
We can also check my diary which is again a published public record but
I – August probably was a sitting period. We don’t – we don’t sit during
school holidays but we could – we could check.

GRAINGER:

So how would you describe your relationship with Mr Maguire, are you
close, do you interact regularly or –

BLAIR:

Well he spent my name wrong if that gives you an indication. No, as you
can – I can flick through my phone and see that the previous text exchange
I had with him was 26 August 2016. So it’s almost a year between text
messages. So I wouldn’t say – I mean Daryl is a Member of the Country
Liberal Party. I’m the Member of the National Party. You probably
couldn’t get two more opposing entities. So definitely not close.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Had you ever received a request like this from Mr Maguire before?

BLAIR:

Again I’m going through – I’ll – the 23rd of June 2016 it was about Wagga
levee banks. August 2016 it was giving me some free advice on how I
should be conducting my job. In relation there was also information in grey
- relation to greyhounds. So it was not a common practice but you’ve also
got to remember that I only became the Minister responsible for Trade in
2017. So prior to that it would only be on water issues or – or - Ag issues
more broadly.
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GRAINGER:

Mm hm, okay. So the meeting took place on the 18th of August. I
understand, as I said before, Mr Cull and a representative from the
Department met with Mr Maguire and a representative of UWE. After that
meeting did – were you (UNINTELLIGIBLE) of the meeting at all?

BLAIR:

I can’t really recall. I think it was – it was just one of those things that I
leave for my staff to take care of and – and because the Department was
involved as well. We did have another exchange that goes on in September
and I just said, ‘Are you happy with the China Trade issue outcome, NB’
and he said ‘Haven’t heard no result yet. Still working on it’ and then I
said ‘Okay I’ll chase it up. Just as long as you’re getting service from my
guys’ and then he came back and said ‘Gone to Japan and Korea looking
for finance partners, your guys are fantastic, couldn’t do enough for us’
and I gave a thumbs up and he still - and then he said ‘Still not easy but
new investor has been asked by Bright to make an offer to SDG for the
51%.’ I don’t even know what that means and then we didn’t have another
exchange until February. So –

GRAINGER:

Okay so the case – is it the case that you had no knowledge of UWE or
what the issue was?

BLAIR:

No, I’ve never heard of them. Never heard of them. So yeah again it’s –
it’s the sort of level of detail that would be handled here and then I - it’s
my understanding that after – after all of the – the Daryl stuff became –
became public knowledge, that’s when Sean and the office went back and
looked through any interactions that we had had and that’s when this
popped out because I think they were named then.

GRAINGER:

On the 29th of August a letter was sent to Mr Cull that was written by Mr
Maguire. You weren’t copied into this email but from what I can see the –
it was actually forwarded to you later in the day. I’ll just show you the
actual – there’s two versions. There’s a version from Mr – Mr Maguire’s
office to Charlie Cull and to Mr Lui, UWE, and the second document is a
copy of the email from Mr Cull to you and to Sean attaching the letter.

BLAIR:

Mm hm.

GRAINGER:

I’ll show you both of those. For the transcript. They are a letter from
Meagan Tuck to Shi Mingfang at Brightfood.com. Dated the 29th of
August 2017 at 17:06:05 and the attachment is Bright Foods China and the
second email is an email from Charlie Cull to Sean O’Connell and Niall
Blair dated 29 August 2017 at 5:08pm attaching the same letter. Just look
at those (UNINTELLIGIBLE) please Minister.

BLAIR:

Mm hm, it’s the same letter.

GRAINGER:

Same letter, yeah.

BLAIR:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

It’s been forwarded to you basically.

BLAIR:

Yep.
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GRAINGER:

Do you recall receiving – reading the letter when you received it?

BLAIR:

Oh, this is probably the – I guess the stuff that we were checking before
we went to China. Is that right Sean? Yeah I can’t – I – I can’t remember
specifically reading the actual letter but the fact that Charlie has said he’ll
pass it on to Trade, I felt that it was probably in amongst the system. So I
mean to be clear I don’t respond to – to letters directly. They go through
either a drafted response from the Department to come up for me for
consideration and I honestly can’t recall reading the letter as such but if
it’s been passed on to Trade I would have taken it was in the system.

GRAINGER:

So just dealing with the – with the words contained in the letter.

BLAIR:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

That’s perhaps what we want to get to the crux of in some ways.

BLAIR:

Mm hm.

GRAINGER:

Here we have a Member of Parliament and a Member for Wagga Wagga
writing to a foreign company which on face appears to be an internal
shareholder dispute in relation to the company.

BLAIR:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And there’s some word in the letter I want to ask you about.

BLAIR:

Mm hm.

20

GRAINGER:

The paragraph starts with ‘I seek an appointment with you in Shanghai on
the 7th of September’. It says delays causing issues for the operators,
farmers and loss of face for my political leaders who have supported this
joint venture with SDG China very publicly’. Now are you aware of any
issues in relation to loss of face by political leaders?

25

BLAIR:

No.

GRAINGER:

So the next paragraph down, it speaks about, you must understand unless
– it goes on to say – I’ll read it in full. ‘You must understand unless the
agreement is honoured and a replacement shareholder installed quickly
they can partner with UWE to purchase additional crops and finance
extension plans. Failure of the venture will most likely leave twenty
unemployment and raise very serious questions about our Government
both State and Local future joint venture with Chinese companies. Now
from your perspective at that date as the Minister of Trade would – for
Trade in NSW would that have caused you with some concern?

BLAIR:

I – well I wouldn’t have thought that Daryl speaks on behalf of the
Government in relation to that and I don’t think that, no.

GRAINGER:

So is it –

BLAIR:

So I guess am I – do I take what he is saying here seriously? No.
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GRAINGER:

Was it the case as the Minister for Trade of NSW that you had concerns
about serious questions and damaging future joint venture with Chinese
country - companies?

BLAIR:

No. Our relationship with China is – is – is much more advanced and
significant than what would suggest this letter may be putting at risk.

GRAINGER:

So the context of the letter and what I’m after is a bit of advice about
responsibilities in Government. We have the Member for Wagga Wagga
citing trade issues with a Chinese company in relation to a shareholders
bid, is that something that should have been done by their Local Member?

BLAIR:

Um, it would be highly unusual. If it was the fact that, I mean, it would be
up to the shareholders I’d imagine to sort that out themselves.

GRAINGER:

Okay, the – it’s our understanding that the company in question, United
World Enterprises, operates in Leeton which does not fall into Mr
Maguire’s electorate. Did at any time Mr Maguire discuss with you his
relationship with this company?

BLAIR:

No.

GRAINGER:

There wasn’t one at all or the reason for why he was advocating for them?

BLAIR:

No.

GRAINGER:

In relation to the context of this letter and I’ve taken on board that you
don’t have a distinct recollection of reading it. Do you recall now having
again read it now that this is something you would have raised with say in
cabinet?

BLAIR:

No.

GRAINGER:

No?

BLAIR:

No. As I said my – and again to the best of my recollection and also noting
the – the level of correspondence that I would get – the fact that Charlie
has said that he’ll pass this on to Trade. I felt that the letter would have
been put into the system and it would be dealt with the normal channels.
More than likely a standard or a response that would have been drafted by
Trade and sent back to – to the local Member. That’s what this Trade is
here, responses that are drafted by the Department, checked, go through an
Advisor and then come to me for recommendation to sign so it’s certainly
not a cabinet – a cabinet discussion.

GRAINGER:

I suppose from a – a pecking order type situation Mr Maguire on face
appears to be delving into your portfolio responsibilities. Did that cause
you any concern?

BLAIR:

No. I get plenty of free advice and people delving into – look I’ve – I’ve –
I’m not concerned because I think that I’ve basically dismissed the fact
that whatever’s in that letter will be taken care of through the correct
channels. So remembering we get correspondence usually from electorate
offices that quite often are on behalf of individuals or companies that will
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come through and usually they are one sided, heavily one sided. They’ll
go through the normal process, the Department as I said usually does the
first cut that comes up here for checking and then that’s when I’ll sign off.
I had – Daryl, I can best describe as an old woman. Alright, Daryl
catastrophised everything that – that – any of the exchanges that I’ve had
with him it was always free advice or something is, you know, needs to be
dealt with and dealt with now and my – to the best of my recollection I
would had comfort the fact that, number one, I have full faith in Charlie
as being one of the most diligent and by the book staff that I’ve had and
the fact that it had been put through the Department and even from the
exchanges that we know that the Department was going to be in those
meetings then I have faith in that.
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GRAINGER:

We understand that Mr Cull raised it with both Sarah Cruickshank and a
Policy Officer at the Premier’s Office Maddy McClure.

BLAIR:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall ever speaking to them in relation to the issue?

BLAIR:

No.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Um -

FOX:

So just so we’re clear, that issue was the prospect of Daryl going to China
and making representations. That’s all we were led to believe so the
concerns were that you were going on a Trade delegation. That he was
going to go and make his own representations I understand presumably as
a self-claimed representative of the Government?

BLAIR:

Sure.

FOX:

Do you recall any conversations around that issue?

BLAIR:

So just to put into context before I would go on a Trade trip there would
be probably three to four different versions of the itinerary that would
change a lot and I was brought in basically in the days leading up to the
trip for the final run through of the itinerary. So I wouldn’t be – it would
not be normal for me to be involved in discussions at that officer level
between my office and the Premier’s Office or with the Department.
Basically we – I’ll discuss some of these matters with – with Sean, my
Chief of Staff. There will be a rough plan as to what the trip would look
like with a lot of that detail. I wouldn’t be involved in those normal
discussions. So Maddy is our designated person in the Premier’s office for
Charlie to liaise with on such matters and that’s why again if those
conversations were being had at that level I’d have some comfort with that,
yep.

GRAINGER:

We understand you went to Shanghai around this time roughly?

BLAIR:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Did you – do you recall speaking with the representatives of the Shanghai
Dairy Group or Bright Foods at all?
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BLAIR:

Not that I’m aware of, I don’t think. Did we meet with them?

O’CONNELL:

So my recollection is we – we had – I think there was the – one of the
reasons that we were interested in this was there was a prospect of them
being in one of the meetings and my - my clear recollection is that there
was no one there that – that raised any issue in relation to – to this.

GRAINGER:

Sure.

O’CONNELL:

So it’s I guess almost in the absence of a particular comment in relation to
the local issue that - I mean we met up with a range of people. We’ve got
notes and things like from the (UNINTELLIGIBLE) I’ve got - yeah I don’t
recall any specific – any specific company raising this issue.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BLAIR:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

On your trip to China at this time did any other Parliamentarian travel with
you?

BLAIR:

No.

GRAINGER:

At any stage was there a – an approach by Jonathon O’Dea to travel with
the group at all?

BLAIR:

Not with us, Jonathon O’Dea didn’t come – didn’t – wasn’t asked to come
with us.

O’CONNELL:

Yeah well I can’t say that it might not have been an option at some point
but I don’t recall that specifically coming up. (UNINTELLIGIBLE) you
wouldn’t normally – you - it was the Minister’s first Trade Mission. You
wouldn’t normally take a Parliamentary Secretary mainly for the fact that,
you know, it’s an extra – extra cost really and presumably would – would
have come out of our budget to be frank. So yeah I don’t recall that coming
up specifically but it’s not unusual that they might have made a bid for –
to come along but I – I don’t recall any specific –

BLAIR:

No.

O’CONNELL:

- conversations.

GRAINGER:

At this stage I’ve got nothing further to ask (UNINTELLIGIBLE) I wanted
to clarify with you. Tim, do you have anything?

FOX:

Just to clarify that the only communication you had with Daryl about this
issue is by text message, no (INAUDIBLE) you can’t recall any telephone
calls or any face to face meetings?

BLAIR:

Oh not, not that I’m – I mean to be frank I – it was only after the initial
contact from you to my Chief of Staff that I even bothered to look to see
if I still had the text message. I – I don’t – look so Daryl, Daryl - I’m in a
different house than him as well. So it’s not like we would be sitting in a
chamber and he would come up and start talking or something. We – we’re
pretty strict with our diary and any appointments that we have. I don’t
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recollect any specific meetings that he requested to talk about this stuff. So
I don’t recollect any phone calls but in saying that we’re talking about, you
know, some time ago. So again I’ve got comfort that it was being handled
by a staff member that is I think very diligent. We probably all dismissed
Daryl to a degree in the fact that it’s – it’s Daryl, we’ll put him through the
Department and it will take care of it from there and yeah but I – I mean
unless – unless there are some phone call conversations I don’t specifically
recollect any conversations with him in relation to it and as I said I’m –
I’m probably – I was surprised that I still had the text message exchange.

5

10

15

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BLAIR:

So.

GRAINGER:

Minister, thank you for taking the time to speak to us. We understand it’s
fairly busy period at this point in time, the day before shut down.

BLAIR:

What do you know about dead fish?

GRAINGER:

(LAUGHS) Not much. The time is now 10.35am and I’ll conclude the
interview.

END OF INTERVIEW
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INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION
RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN INVESTIGATOR CAROL WONG AND
MARK COURE AT PARLIAMENT HOUSE NSW ON MONDAY THE 5TH OF
5

NOVEMBER 2018
TIME:

9.10A.M.

PRESENT:

INVESTIGATOR CAROL WONG, ICAC
SENIOR INVESTIGATOR PAUL GRAINGER, ICAC
MARK COURE

WONG:

This is an electric record of interview between ICAC Investigator Carol
Wong and Mark Coure, spelt as C-O-U-R-E, at Parliament House located
at 6 Macquarie Street, Sydney. For voice identification can everyone in
the room please state your name and position starting with you Mark?

COURE:

Mark Coure, Member for Oatland.

WONG:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Paul Grainger, Senior Investigator, ICAC.

WONG:

And Carol Wong, ICAC Investigator, thank you. So today is Mon, is
Monday the 5th of November 2018 and the time is now 9.10am. So Mark
as discussed before the recording, the Independent Commission Against
Corruption is investigating an allegation. And so this allegation is that
since 2012 Mr Daryl Maguire, former M.P. engaged in conduct that
involved he breached a public trust by using his public office. So involving
his duties as a member of the New South Wales Parliament and the use of
Parliament resources to improperly gain a benefit for himself, a company
known as Gateway International, International Proprietary Limited and
associated persons.
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The interview conducted to, today will be voice recorded. Do you consent
to having your voice recorded?

30
COURE:

I consent.

WONG:

Thanks. Thank you. I need to advise you that pursuant to the Independent
Commission Against Corruption Act, it is an offence to del, deliberately
provide false or misleading information to an officer of the Commission
exercising their functions under the, the Act. The information, any
information you provide in this interview must be true and correct, to the
best of your knowledge and belief. Do you understand this?

COURE:

Correct.
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WONG:

Thank you. This interview is, is voluntarily. You are under no obligations
to say or do anything as anything you say or do, will be recorded and
maybe used in evidence. Do you understand that?

COURE:

Correct.

WONG:

The evidence you provide is for the purpose of the Commission’s
investigation or it could be used in a criminal prosecution that may occur
after the Commission’s investigation. Do you understand that?

COURE:

Correct.

WONG:

Under the provisions of the ICAC Act it is a criminal offence to wilfully
make false or misleading statements to an officer of the Commission
exercising an official function under the Act. So anything you tell us has
to be true. Do you understand that?

COURE:

Uh-hmm.

WONG:

Um, and just for clarification so Paul and I are Commission officers
exercising the functions, official functions under the Act. So can I just get
you to briefly, kind of provide me, just to know of your parliamentary role,
pretty much how you started and –

COURE:

Sure, um argh, I’m a Member of Parliament since 2011 and Member for
Oatland. Parliamentary Secretary for Transport and Infrastructure and was
re-elected 2015. So elected 2011 and re-elected in 2015.

WONG:

Sure, okay. And what about your role with the Asia Pacific Friendship
Group?

COURE:

Yeah so I’m the, so I’m Secretary of that at the moment and you would
have seen through two folders that we provided you that there are a number
of other people on the executive. There’s also a number of people that
over that over that eight, seven and a bit year period –

WONG:

Uh-hmm.

COURE:

- have performed secretarial duties and that could involve anything from
running events to organising events or even organising the reports.

WONG:

Okay and how, when did you first commence that role as a Secretary of
the, of the APFG?

COURE:

Oh that’s a very good question. The end of 25th, 2011 I think it was.

WONG:

End of 2011?

COURE:

Yeah.

WONG:

Okay.

COURE:

That should be in the folders.
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WONG:

Sure, okay. And can you maybe give me a brief description or what can
you tell me about the New South Wales APFG?

COURE:

Yeah so the AFPG was formed, my understanding and the best of my
knowledge, was formed in the 1990s by Members of Parliament at the
time. Now they were people like Helen Sham Ho OAM. People like John
Hunter and then people like John Aquilina all Members of Parliament at
the time with Helen Sham Ho being a Member of the Upper House.
Aquilina I believe now is Ambassador overseas. But, but effectively those
three –

WONG:

Mmm-hmm.

COURE:

I’m just trying to think if there was a 4th or 5th one but that’s my
understanding. Formed in the 1990s, it would’ve been the 1990s because
Helen left Parliament in 2000. To the best of my knowledge 2001 or it
could, it could be a bit later than that. So it’s, it’s been around now for,
for that period of time.

WONG:

Uh-hmm.

COURE:

Twenty, I would’ve thought 25 plus years.

WONG:

Okay and what type of like activities are involved with the APFG?

COURE:

Generally in a nutshell –

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

- and again you would’ve seen from the report, the reports that we provided
in those folders. It, its, those activities will involve anything from
welcoming a new Consul or, or Ambassador, mostly Consul into, into
Sydney. So that could be like, I have organised over a period of time, in
the last couple of years anyway. You know lunch with the, the Consul for,
Consul-General for China or Korea or Taiwan. Coming in here, you know
introducing, you know either the Executive. So in most cases you know
we’ve had, and I looked at my diary when I did the reports for you, you
know we, we organised a, a lunch, well I organised and lunch with, with
any of those new Ambassadors or Consul-Generals that come in.

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

So it’s about, they’re some of the activities we’ve done, we, we do an end
of the year, sort of, morning or afternoon tea here in Parliament. You
inviting all the Consul-Generals and I’m organising that at the moment.
It’s the first time I’ve done that –

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

- it’s next week I think or the week after. And they’re some of the activities
that we do, or I do in particular. The broader group you would’ve seen
through the report, you know in some cases, would’ve done some fund
raising for you know overseas countries. So I remember I helped put one
on for Nepal after the earthquakes and that was just a matter or just booking
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the room. I don’t know if there was any, I don’t, well we didn’t, we didn’t
actually control the money I don’t think but, but in fact, the ambassador,
the consul-general was there, the Nepalese community was there, they all
come. So we effectively, I think the booked the room from memory. You
know what others have done are all detailed in the report. You know we
do a little bit for, for very undeveloped countries. I think it’s PNG, I think,
but, but effectively that’s all we are.

5

WONG:

Okay.

COURE:

I mean, you know I suppose at the end of the day it was created and, and
you know we still do this today. To build links with the New South Wales
Parliament and those through the Asia and Pacific Region.

WONG:

Okay and do those activities also kind of involve so, just that you’ve
mentioned, they’re, a lot of activities are like forming relationships
between two countries between Australia –

COURE:

Yeah –

WONG:

- and for example -

COURE:

- that’s effectively what it is.

WONG:

Yeah.

COURE:

It’s building relationships.

WONG:

Okay. So a lot of cultural activities and what about, I guess, networking in,
like networking in general and are there any like trade, like for example
improving like the trade relationships between companies. Sorry not
companies but countries –

COURE:

The countries well look, not, not really –

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

- in terms of networking absolutely. And that’s effectively what it’s there
for it – it is there for networking.

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

You know it’s to build up of, of not so much trade, cause we –we’re New
South Wales Parliament –

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

- but, but more so cultural links. You know more so links between you
know Sydney and a country overseas or, or whatever.

WONG:

Mmm – hmm, yep.

COURE:

You know over the years, you know as I’ve said, you know it’s, it’s not
just trade it’s, it’s, it’s culture, it’s art, it’s, it’s just, it’s that community or
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parliament to parliament link, or country to country link. Does that make
sense?

5

WONG:

Yep. I’ve got something –

COURE:

Sure.

WONG:

- a, just a document here –

GRAINGER:

While Carol’s (UNINTELLIGABLE) just one question being is foreign
affairs and trade, the federal department involved in your activities at all?

COURE:

No I don’t think so. Yeah I don’t think so. I’m not aware of it.

WONG:

Okay. So just showing you document number D10512822, so this is just
some information that was provided to the, the APFG information for
Premier that appears to give an overview of, of what the APFG is. Can I
just get you to, if have a look at document and see if that information is
pretty much in line with what you’ve told us.

COURE:

Yeah, yep. So it is, well here we go, yes I was right. So the founding
chair, Jeff Hunter. I don’t know who, what I said before but it was, I think
it was a Hunter –

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

COURE:

John I might have said.

WONG:

Mmm – hmm.

COURE:

Helen Sham Ho was a, was a founder as well. Sonia, Daryl, as you can
see here, Sonia’s been here from 2009. They’re the office bearers.

WONG:

Yep.

COURE:

I was right, yes, formed in 1999. As I said there are, you know a number
of countries that you know, we try and create interaction with.

WONG:

Mmm – hmm.

COURE:

Consular (UNINTELLIGABLE) yep, Patricia Broderick and, and Paul
who I mentioned this before did many of the, and as you’ve seen, all the
emails I provided and reports that I provided was, was probably that person
who did many of the, how can I put it the special projects or even
secretarial duties of the, of the thing.

WONG:

What exactly is Patricia’s role in the APFG?

COURE:

Well she, this is, this is interesting. She effectively did all the reports and
you would’ve seen them in all the documents that we provided. I don’t
know much about her at all. I don’t know, I don’t know if she worked in
here, I mean, she tried since I’ve known her. But I don’t know if she ever
worked in here, I don’t know if – well I don’t think she ever worked for
Daryl –
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WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

- but, but she was always the, the, the contact for the group in most cases,
in some cases, the contact for the group. You know she would always sort
of meld together the, the report and, and then I would look at it and might
add a few things in like, you know I attended a Chinese New Year event
in my own capacity as a Member of Parliament. But you know probably
would’ve put that down as also representing the APFG as well. But I
suppose at the end of the day to, to, to draw out what we’d done and to
make it a, a, a report that looked like we were actually doing stuff which
we were.

WONG:

Okay.

COURE:

But from what I’ve seen here on page 1 at least, it pretty much summaries
what I’ve said before. In terms of pages 2 and 3, yeah she, well I don’t
know about this contact, these, these events that were before I was elected
but there were, there were events with, with you know raising I suppose
awareness and, and assistance I suppose with you know East Timorese,
mmm.

WONG:

Okay. So I’ve got some other documents –

COURE:

Sure.

WONG:

- (UNINTELLIGABLE)

COURE:

Do you have the reference (UNINTELLIGABLE)

WONG:

Yes, yep. Feel free –And in general like who are the stakeholders of the
AFPG? So I’m assuming you might be hosting I think a dinner oh sorry
like a lunch for Consul-Generals, are any for instance, business
organisations in Australia, would they for instance seek assistance from
the APFG?

COURE:

No, no, not, not really, not to my knowledge. So for example this, this
event that I’m hosting here is, is a low key event. We’ll have probably
about, I would’ve probably, think – thought we would have had 10 consul
officials plus the executive of the APFG –

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

- and then we’ll probably just open it up to Members of Parliament who
are members of the APFG.

WONG:

Okay.

COURE:

That’s generally what we’ve done in previous years. We did another one
last year, I think it was last year, and that was in the Reed Room here in
Parliament and there were quite a few, and I didn’t organise this one, it
could’ve been Daryl or it could’ve been someone else. But there was,
from, from memory there was, there was a few more than ten, and there
was, you know, consular officials from, from all over, we even had Canada
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there for some reason. But yeah it, it just, it’s something that happens in
November December each year.
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WONG:

Okay cool.

GRAINGER:

You said the executive of APFG, you’re the secretary –

WONG:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- who is the treasurer?

COURE:

Ah treasurer was, it’s Anna Watson now –

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

COURE:

- and previous to that it was Jonathan O’Dea.

GRAINGER:

Okay and that, and Daryl was the Chairman –

COURE:

Chairman.

GRAINGER:

- of parliament, who holds that role now?

COURE:

Ah Jonathan, he’s acting Chairman.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Is that the total executive, the – the three office holders?

COURE:

Sonia Hornery is Vice President.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

COURE:

And Shaoquett Moselmane was the Vice President.

WONG:

Okay. So I’ve got three documents here. So I’ll show you, so from our
understanding there’s been at least, since 2015, there’s been three APFG
policies that kind of govern the activities of the APFG, from our
understanding.

COURE:

(UNINTELLIGABLE) reports?

WONG:

The policies, the APFG policies –

GRAINGER:

So it’s the (UNINTELLIGIBLE) set by Parliament.

WONG:

(INAUDIBLE) The Parliamentary
(UNINTELLIGIBLE) APFG.

COURE:

Are they the, the annual reports?

WONG:

Not the annual reports. I’ll just give you – show you this document, so it’s
-

COURE:

It’s in the -
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WONG:

Oh not that’s fine (UNINTELLIGABLE). So from our understanding this
is the latest policy. So it’s the Parliamentary Friendship Groups policy,
the reference for this document is D10515640, I’ll just show you.

COURE:

Uh-huh.

WONG:

And have you seen this document before.

COURE:

It’s probably been emailed across but no I’m not, to be honest –

WONG:

Okay.

COURE:

- I’m not, so – haven’t printing it off and read it.

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

I have seen the – a pr - the application forms before.

WONG:

Mmm – hmm.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

COURE:

‘Cause we formed, friends of Egypt, Parliamentary friends of Egypt and
I’m in the process of forming the Parliamentary friends of Greece as well.

GRAINGER:

The document itself sets out the, the criteria or the way that the friendship
group should operate –

WONG:

Sure.

GRAINGER:

- in terms of the Parliament’s involvement in that.

COURE:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

It makes some specific requirements in there about what it should or should
not do.

COURE:

Sure. Okay. Mmm – hmm.

WONG:

So I might just show the policy which before that date.

COURE:

Sure.

WONG:

So this policy is current as of April 2015 –

COURE:

Mmm – hmm.

WONG:

So it’s document, document number D10521915. We’ll just take you to
number 8, number 7 and number 8 –

COURE:

Mmm – hmm. Could I have a look?

WONG:

Yep, sure. So number 7 sets out the, the reporting requirements for the,
for friendship groups.

COURE:

Mmm – hmm.
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WONG:

And then also I think –

COURE:

So that includes here official crest on par, on parliamentary
communication, which I think we done –

WONG:

Mmm – hmm.

COURE:

- some of if not all. Email address, the activities of parliamentary
friendship group must not confer or be seen to be conferring a material
benefit to a commercial endeavour. Presiding officers must notified in
writing of any overseas travel to be undertaken, and the reporting
requirements.

GRAINGER:

So that would the presiding officers of each house so the speaker and –

COURE:

Yeah.

WONG:

Okay. And so who keeps the records of the APFG activities or meetings
that occurs in, in one, one calendar year?

COURE:

It’s, it’s really a collection of people I mean, I know I’ve, you know’ I’ve
given everything just by searching email what came in and out and –

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

- you know everything that I could possibly think of. But you know in
terms of yeah, you know detail, events or, or, or things that for example go
or others may or may not have done –

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

- well that’s up to them.

WONG:

Okay.

COURE:

Yeah.

WONG:

So it’s really just whoever in the group has, has done an activity and then
for example, Patricia might say okay we’re putting the report together,
we’ve got activities –

COURE:

Yeah, that’s effectively it.

WONG:

- just let me know and I’ll -

COURE:

Yep.

WONG:

- put that into the report, okay, okay. And so you’ve previously mentioned
that Patricia Broderick she prepares the reports –

COURE:

Well you would’ve seen that in the, in the folders that I provided.

WONG:

Okay. Sure. And just in general like who makes up the, the members of
the APFG, are they all members of Parliament?

COURE:

Yes, so the - in most cases they are.
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WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

There are only members over the years, and they would be former people,
members that have actually helped set this up in the 1990s.

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

So you know people like Jeff Hunter, people like Helen Sham Ho, so
former members of Parliament –

WONG:

Okay.

COURE:

- that have moved on, who set this up. There were, there was an honorary,
and I’m just trying to jog my memory, there was an honorary member and
that could’ve been the (UNINTELLIGIBLE). I think that was actually
(UNINTELLIGIBLE) where he wasn’t a member of Parliament.

WONG:

Okay.

COURE:

He wouldn’t have been a member here. Let me double check.

WONG:

Sure. And I’m not, a majority of the members of the APFG, members of
Parliament, and what about Con, Consul-Generals for example, are they
also part of the APFG?

COURE:

Well they change every couple of years so, so they, they get invited to an
end of year event. We’ll put on devon sandwiches and tea and coffee or
something for them but –

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

- you know nothing flash. But you know we, we try and keep a database
of, of Consul-Generals. I mean the invite that I sent out a couple of weeks
ago –

WONG:

Mmm – hmm.

COURE:

- for, for next week or the week after’s event, we’ll just, we just use the
internet, quick email to a generic email address and the Consul-General of
China or whatever.

WONG:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

So the Consul-General’s themselves are not a mem, are not members of
the AFPG?

COURE:

No, no, no. Well you see the membership is about $50.00.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

COURE:

And I haven’t really done the renewal form, this last year, I don’t think I
did one last year. Didn’t do one this year cause there’s only like you know
this year and virtually next year. But it’s roughly about $50.00 -.

GRAINGER:

Mmm – hmm.
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COURE:

Yeah.

WONG:

Okay.

COURE:

I think, and it was in the folder and I remember printing it off but I think
one year it was a renewal form for, for a, for two years or something.

WONG:

So just in general I will, will get you to touch on the governance of the
APFG so in a nutshell, so what’s the role of the, of executive members so
for example like you, Jonathan and formerly like Daryl Maguire, what
would be discussed during like executive meetings?

COURE:

Yeah it’s a good question look in most cases it would be you know, you
know holding an end of year event. You know if there was a new ConsulGeneral in town who’s just been replaced, his (UNINTELLIGABLE) as
one that’s been replaced and if we’re close to them –

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

- as in, you know I define by close you know we’ve seen them at a lot of
multicultural events. We might bring them in for you know a quick lunch
or something and you know divided the cost between whoever attends so
it could be me, Daryl or Jonathan or Sonia or Anna Watson, or it could be
just Daryl and Jonathan.

10

15

You know if there’s an incoming, as, as I said an incoming Consul-General
that’s come in, we might welcome them into Parliament so we’ve done
that a few times over the years. You know that, you know, anyone of the,
from any one of the Asia Pacific countries.

20

25

WONG:

Okay. And –

COURE:

Mostly the main ones.

WONG:

Yeah. And do these funds, so you mentioned like, does anyone share the
costs or does, does it come out of like an, for example like an APFG fund
or anything?

COURE:

So just two things. If I was to organise a dinner or lunch, and mostly it’s
a lunch, it’s a quick lunch when Parliament’s sitting cause no-one has that
much time, we’d probably just divide the costs, in fact we would definitely
divide the costs.

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

So if it’s myself and one or two other members of the executive and say
two people from the, a Consulate of any sort, we’d virtually just half the
bill.

WONG:

Okay.

COURE:

Yeah.

WONG:

Yep.
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COURE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So it wasn’t billed back to the AFPG –

COURE:

No, no, no, no, no.

GRAINGER:

- a personal expense.

COURE:

Yeah, yeah a personal expense, yeah.

WONG:

Good.

COURE:

So the, the APFG has a bank account as you’re aware of and you would’ve
done your own investigations. I don’t know other than what’s in those
reports, (UNINTELLIGABLE)the reports, what is in there at the end of
every, every year.

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

And you would’ve seen some of the emails of you know me emailing Anna
or Jonathan or whoever about the, the amounts that, that is in that account.
So you know effectively I’m the glue that puts it all together I suppose
that’s probably one way of putting it.

WONG:

Okay.

COURE:

I don’t know how much is in there currently but you would’ve seen it in
some of the reports that I provided, I think it’s nine, could be seven.

WONG:

Okay. And the majority of the fund – or are all of the funds just
membership –

COURE:

Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah. So that’s, that’s the only income we get, we would
get membership fee and again that will then pay as I said a couple of times,
for that end of year event which is November, yeah.

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

Yeah.

WONG:

Okay. Um –

COURE:

Or if there is surplus funds and there’s a, a natural disaster in Nepal we
might give a, a token $500 or a $1,000 or something.

WONG:

And just, just remind me, I guess like the decision-making process with
the, with the group and also like executive of the APFG. If there’s
anything relating to say overseas travel that relates to APFG activities –

COURE:

Yep.

WONG:

- who, how is that decision made?
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COURE:

So in most cases that’s, in most cases an email sent out or it could be a
very quick meeting over a coffee –

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

- that would last more than 15 20 minutes and it could be someone saying,
‘look I’m going to ‘x’ country next week or the week after. You know
we’ve got you know it could be a, they’re, they’re in need of you know
upgrades to I don’t know a hospital or a school’ – you know love to donate
something to the school, you know and, it would be just a you know, yeah
whatever you, yeah, sort of thing. There was a couple of emails that I
might’ve provided I’m sure I did provide where I think from Daryl there
was when we went through them, where Daryl sent an email out saying
that you know we’re looking at purchasing ‘x’ amount of equipment, there
was some big colour pictures I provided, just need approval for this.

WONG:

Okay.

COURE:

And I think in most cases it was a couple hundred dollars.

WONG:

Sure.

COURE:

I think.

WONG:

And would that, for example, come out of the APFG fund or would it come
out of Daryl Maguire’s bank account.

COURE:

That I don’t know.

WONG:

Okay.

COURE:

I always thought I’d be under the assumption that it would come out of
APFG.

WONG:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

If Daryl’s seeking approval to spend the money.

COURE:

Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah.

WONG:

Okay.

GRAINGER:

And so the, the, what Carol’s asked in relation to the decision-making
processes, you said it could be a 15 minute chat over a cup of coffee
somewhere, is that the executive members that would chat or?

COURE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay, and what if a member of the APFG who wasn’t on the executive
wanted to do something, how would that be handled?

COURE:

To sum it up, a member of the APFG –

GRAINGER:

Who is not an executive member.
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COURE:

I don’t think that’s ever come up.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

COURE:

Yeah. It’s pretty casual.

GRAINGER:

Mmm, mmm.

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

COURE:

Yeah.

WONG:

And so the APFG members I guess the ones who aren’t on the executive
board –

COURE:

Mmm.

WONG:

- of the APFG, what type of activities would they usually engage
themselves in, apart from the end of year function?

COURE:

Look to be honest, you know it’s, it’s basically end of year function.
There, there might be, and if you look at the reports –

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

- you know there might be you know throughout the year, the odd
charitable event where you know, we’ll, we’ll, we’ll - you know one year,
I don’t think it was last year it could’ve been the year before we did
something with the Marists in East Timor. I think we invited you know
the – the members, it will either be a free event or could have been
something that we’d charge a normal amount. You know and that could
be just a charitable event for whatever the Marists Foundation was, it was
in some of the documents that you’ve shown me. But it’s in those folders
that you know we could’ve raised some money for them.

WONG:

Okay. Okay so I don’t -

COURE:

And from memory that was a Fountain Court.

WONG:

Right.

COURE:

That was a couple of years ago.

WONG:

Okay. So under the APFG, sorry not the APFG, the Parliamentary
Friendship Group’s policy that we’ve just previously discussed, are you
aware of it’s permitted for APFG members to assist individual businesses
by making up representation on their behalf to overseas officials?

COURE:

That’s, I don’t think in the Parliamentary policy -

WONG:

Mmm.
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COURE:

- itself.

WONG:

Okay.

COURE:

And certainly not something I have done –

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

- as secretary, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Are you aware if it has been done by anyone else?

COURE:

Yeah I, I don’t know, no I’m not, yeah. You know as, and this is probably,
and, you know, someone probably (UNINTELLIGIBLE) for an
introduction. One of the reasons why I particularly became a part of this
group was the ethnic diversity of my electorate. And if you’re familiar with
the seat of Oatley before the redistribution which had all the Hurstville and
most Hurstville, there were a lot of Chinese in my electorate and you know
there still is 15% Chinese, both Cantonese and Mandarin. And that’s why
I jumped on the opportunity of being part of this group and being part of
this executive. I‘ve often wondered why, and this probably leads into your
question down the page there, what the link is between some members of
this executive and the Asia Pacific area.

GRAINGER:

Mmm-hmm.

WONG:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

So from your understanding down to the, the question that Carol posed
about advocating for particular businesses with overseas government –

COURE:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- or entities, have you encountered a discussion amongst the executive
about doing that over time?

COURE:

I’m not aware of one, I’m not aware of one, no.

GRAINGER:

Would it be something that would be permitted by the APFG executive?

COURE:

I don’t, I don’t know. Depending on the company and if the company
wanted to invest in Australia. You know if it was, you know, ideal for the
infrastructure projects we’re building or - or you know the, the future
growth of New South Wales, you know we, we, we might, I, I don’t know
(UNINTELLIGABLE).

GRAINGER:

Okay.

WONG:

And are you aware or, or is it common for APFG executives to lead
business delegations? So Australia businesses, business owners to trips
overseas?

COURE:

Yeah from time to time, it’s, it’s not something I have done but it –

WONG:

Mmm.
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COURE:

- from time to time there, there may, might have been opportunity.
Probably not so much as part of the executive (UNINTELLIGABLE) the
association or the –

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

- the Friend Group but, but Daryl may have from time to time done so.

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

I don’t know if he has or not, I don’t know how many he has, if he has at
all. But it, it wouldn’t surprise me if, if something like that did occur.

WONG:

And do you recall any instances that, that he has done that?

COURE:

Oh look he’d always, he’d always comment that you know he’s had a
recent trip to China –

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

- in some cases only the sort of prodded or probed but you know there’d
always be a recent trip -

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

- to China. There is a photo in his office which was just on the, across
there actually, of him in, in China, maybe Shanghai or somewhere with a,
a restaurant (UNINTELLIGABLE) called Wagga.

GRAINGER:

Yes.

COURE:

Yeah you’ve probably seen that photo too.

GRAINGER:

Barry O’Farrell’s in that photo.

COURE:

Yeah, yeah, was he? Yeah. So.

GRAINGER:

So in those trips when Daryl had travelled to China, was that done with the
blessing or knowledge of the APFG, Friendship Group (INAUDIBLE) –

COURE:

In most cases the knowledge afterwards so never the blessing before.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So you couldn’t say it was an official APFG trip?

COURE:

Oh look, I wouldn’t have thought so to be honest. He may have said that,
you know, he’s obviously the President of, or Chairman of the Asia Pacific
Friendship Group and Parliamentary Secretary for whatever he was
Parliamentary Secretary for –

GRAINGER:

(INAUDIBLE) and something else.

COURE:

Yeah, yeah, yeah. But, but, I mean he would have probably, you know
they like protocol in China and if you’ve got a business card that’s you
know double sided I’m sure I’ve got one here somewhere, with all the titles
of, some are long, and they would’ve loved all that and um -
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GRAINGER:

Do you have like Daryl’s ones here do you?

COURE:

No, no, no I’m just talking about –

GRAINGER:

(UNINTELLIGIBLE)

COURE:

No, no, no not mine, no. A community group member that has a doublesided business card, it just has every positions he’s part of –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

COURE:

- so you know in most cases, if not all cases, as I said before we would
have known probably after the event.

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

Yeah.

WONG:

And I guess just on the topic of Daryl Maguire, how, how did you meet
Daryl Maguire?

COURE:

That’s a good question. I met Daryl in the Lakemba by-election –

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

- when he was the opposition whip. Now that would’ve been 2009 or 2010
and I was the, the, the co-ordinator I suppose. And I probably would’ve
met him before that in 2, actually I would’ve been before that in the 2007
election with Nola Fraser who was our candidate in Macquarie Fields.

WONG:

Mmm. And how would you describe your relationship with Daryl
Maguire.

COURE:

Good question. I never thought of that. Just a Member of Parliament.

WONG:

Okay. Did you -

GRAINGER:

A colleague?

COURE:

Yeah a colleague. I mean he was Whip for, for the first couple of years
when he got elected.

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

So if there were issues, as whips do, he’d come and see me or I’d come
and see him. But you know the minute, I mean he’s not someone I’d have
lunch with I can tell you.

WONG:

Mmm. Would you describe your relationship with Daryl Maguire maybe
just, like you said discussing about activities about the APFG?

COURE:

Pretty much to be honest.

WONG:

Okay.
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COURE:

I mean he’s not someone that I would call for lunch, you know what I
mean?

WONG:

Uh-hmm.

COURE:

I mean there’s a core group of people here that would pick up the phone
and have lunch with.

WONG:

Okay.

COURE:

I know it’s, it’s, a lot of the members of Parliament here you know we’ve
grown up with basically, you know, during the young Libs twenty
something years ago.

WONG:

Yep.

COURE:

You know he’s just a – he’s just Daryl Maguire.

GRAINGER:

Is that on factional lines or just based on friendships?

COURE:

It’s a bit of both, yeah. Yeah a bit of both.

GRAINGER:

Where did Daryl sit in the factional -

COURE:

I knew you’d ask that, not with us, not with me.

GRAINGER:

(UNINTELLIGIBLE)

COURE:

Well I don’t, this is the, I don’t know it. He, I don’t think he ever sat with
anyone.

GRAINGER:

Mmm-hmm.

COURE:

You know he was very close to former leaders, one of them in particular.
But –

GRAINGER:

Mr O’Farrell?

COURE:

Correct. But I don’t, I don’t know where he sat –

GRAINGER:

Mmm-hmm.

COURE:

- yeah.

GRAINGER:

So from a, a factional perspective if he’s not in the faction that you’re in,
(INAUDIBLE) –

COURE:

Oh no, no, not, (UNINTELLIGIBLE)

GRAINGER:

Which, which is oh what, interests, left right, with the, where do you sit?

COURE:

Oh me?

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

COURE:

Oh where do I sit, I’m a moderate.
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GRAINGER:

Moderate.

COURE:

Yeah moderate yeah.

GRAINGER:

So he’s not in the moderates from your knowledge, that leaves only a
couple of options left doesn’t it really so –

COURE:

Yeah, yeah but there was a whole group of them which, who were just not
factional at all.

GRAINGER:

Right.

COURE:

You know I mean he, probably, you know was close to some people on
either side. I mean he was never really factional I mean he was just a, you
know a country Liberal MP that you know, just did what he had to do I
suppose. Yeah, so he wasn’t really ever really close to anyone else.

WONG:

Okay. And do you recall if Daryl became a member of the APFG first or
was it before you or after?

COURE:

That’s a good question, I wouldn’t, I wouldn’t know –

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

- would not know at all. I would’ve, I would’ve thought to be President in
2000 and 11 or 12, whenever the first meeting was –

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

- since we were elected, I would have thought he was a member before
that.

WONG:

Okay.

COURE:

Okay.

WONG:

And so he was a Chairman of the APFG in what, in which year, in?

COURE:

Well I would’ve thought, whenever the first meeting was, 2011, 2012
whenever that was.

WONG:

Was it 2011? Yep, okay. And what is your understanding of Daryl
Maguire’s role as the Chairman of the APFG, how would you describe his,
his role?

COURE:

You know like, like the principles of the association or the Friendship
Group. You know building links with Asian Pacific countries.

WONG:

Mmm – hmm.

GRAINGER:

The links are the type you described before, ethnic?

COURE:

Yeah, yeah, yeah cultural you know friendship links, yeah, yeah.

WONG:

Has there been any in past, since 2011, has there been any approaches
from, for example, Australian businesses to approach the APFG directly
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to, to say assist with, you know I don’t know, overseas trips or maybe like
contacting officials overseas? Has, has there been any instances your
aware of, that has happened?

5

COURE:

Look I don’t recall companies –

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

- but, but certainly there might have been foundations or charitable
organisations or community associations for example –

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

- who, you know there could be a natural; disaster and I, I use Nepal as an
example because it’s a more recent one where there was a disaster in
Nepal, an earthquake either last year or the year before. You know a
couple of us worked with, with the Nepalese community, the ConsulGeneral, we did an event here, they brought all their people. We, I don’t
think we donated any money personally, the association that is –

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

- the Friendship Group. But they know them to charge them money and
then donate that to the Nepalese.

WONG:

Okay.

COURE:

That was the Nepalese community, you know. You know creating the, the
space for them; putting on some food for them; doing a couple of speeches.
There would’ve been no money through the account I don’t think but, you
know really just, from my end anyway that’s probably where, that’s
probably what I can recall.

WONG:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

Carol asked you before, I think we established that if someone was to travel
overseas on an APFG trip there’d be a notification requirement to the
speaker or –

COURE:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- the, the President of the Upper House. In general terms, as a member of
Parliament –

COURE:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

If Parliament’s not sitting and you intend to go overseas, do you have to
tell someone?

COURE:

Me personally or if, if not –

GRAINGER:

Does the Premier have to know, does the whip have to know or?

COURE:

No, no particularly.
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GRAINGER:

Cause time’s your own basically is it?

COURE:

Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah. Yeah basically, mmm.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

COURE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And do, and this might be a naïve question, do you have leave entitlements
as a member of Parliament?

COURE:

No.

GRAINGER:

You don’t?

COURE:

No.

GRAINGER:

So you just, you manage your own time basically.

COURE:

Manage your own time, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

COURE:

Yeah.

WONG:

We’ve just got a few documents –

COURE:

Sure.

WONG:

- of some trips that Daryl Maguire has been on so if we can show you some
of these documents.

COURE:

Paul if that’s too cold for you I can turn it off –

GRAINGER:

That’s fine.

COURE:

Carry on.

WONG:

Okay. So this is a trip that Daryl Maguire went to Shenyang in China.
This is between the 3rd to the 9th of May, 2012. And I’ll just read this
document with reference number 10516783, I’ll just let you have a look at
that email. Just double-check.

GRAINGER:

This one here.

WONG:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

(UNINTELLIGABLE).

WONG:

Yeah, okay. And then at the bottom I think Daryl Maguire –

COURE:

Yep.

WONG:

- states the email to Lydia Zhang, ‘Mark Coure suggested to the NSW
government to set up office in Shenyang’.
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COURE:

Well he’s referring to correspondence that I wrote. I may still actually
have that not on behalf of this group but as a member of Parliament, that I
write to the Trade Minister at the time which was Andrew Stoner about
setting up a New South Wales trade office in Shen, Shenyang. In fact I
don’t think it was actually Shenyang I think it was Shenzhen, but anyway.

GRAINGER:

You may have a copy of that still?

COURE:

I can, I can find out, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay if you could, could you provide it to us please.

COURE:

Yeah, yeah I will make a note of that. It’s actually I think it was Shen zh-,
Shenzhen-

WONG:

Shenzhen okay.

COURE:

- not Shenyang but anyway, so a letter to Stoner. And that came about,
Shen-zhen. And that letter came about a documentary on, no it wasn’t
Four Corners it would’ve been Foreign Correspondent, about Shenzhen,
Shenzhen. So I think you’ve got the city incorrect but I can find that letter
for your I’m sure.

WONG:

Sure, thank you. Okay.

GRAINGER:

Sorry just before you go, what was the purpose of your, of your suggestion
in setting up this trade office linking?

COURE:

Yeah, it was one of the fastest growing cities in China.

GRAINGER:

Mmm – hmm.

COURE:

And it was something that I’d watched on Foreign, Foreign Correspondent.
The letter was, what was that email, what date was that email?

WONG:

19th of March 2012.

25

COURE:

Yeah so I did a letter to Stoner, 11 or 12, following that Foreign
Correspondent show on the ABC. It’s a brilliant city. I looked at and also
mapped out, in addition to that I mapped out both our trade offices and
Consul and, oh sorry Consul and trade offices throughout China and
thought that was a missing part of China that needed something.

30

GRAINGER:

So is the New South Wales operate trade offices independent to the
Commonwealth?

COURE:

Yeah but I think they’re all, I think, I think now they’re all in the same
building I think, yeah, yeah. And the whole idea of that was to try and get
some Chinese media I think from memory so, yeah.

WONG:

So this email, it’s an email from Daryl Maguire to a person named Bob
Tuck and to another email addressed, another gmail address. So this email
is dated the 9th of May 2012, reference number is D10439804. I’ll just,
just have a read of this email so –
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Maguire forwards this email from
@yahoo.com to Bob
Tuck with a proposal about, he refers it to a co-operation with APFG for
aviation training.
COURE:

Mmm – hmm. Yeah.

WONG:

Are you aware that Daryl Maguire travelled to China during this time? Did
you have a, did you have any, ever have the – have any ques –
conversations with him about this trip?

COURE:

I, I don’t know, I don’t recall.

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

I don’t know who Richard Chen is.

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

And I wasn’t aware that he was looking at some sort of co-operation of, of
aviation services.

WONG:

Okay. And -

COURE:

To my knowledge.

WONG:

- Sure. And does this appear to fall within the scope –

COURE:

I wouldn’t have thought so.

WONG:

- of APF, APFG activity?

COURE:

Yeah, no I wouldn‘t have thought so.

WONG:

No okay. If this - so this is the first time you’ve heard of this –

COURE:

My understanding, yeah.

WONG:

This university, the Shenyang Aeronautic University?

COURE:

Yeah.

WONG:

Okay. And there’s also a reference to, let me just have a look, so just
reading through here it says, APFG will provide the, sorry I’ll just
withdraw that. So, SAU, the University and APFG will set up the cor, I
think it should be, Co-operative Programs for educating pilots for private
licences. That, is that any type of APFG activity?

COURE:

Negative.

30

WONG:

Okay. So I’ve got a number of emails so Daryl Maguire travels to China
with a delegation that includes his parliamentary staff between the 9th to
the 20th of July 2012. So he goes, goes to a number of cities in China so
that includes Hangzhou, Yiwu, Jinzhou and Shanghai. Do you recall him,
speaking to him about such a trip?

35

COURE:

It probably would have been in passing but nothing I don’t think formal.
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WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

That’s 2012 isn’t it?

WONG:

In 2012.

GRAINGER:

(INAUDIBLE) Daryl was a whip then.

COURE:

Yeah. What, what period?

WONG:

So I’ll just show you this document which was an itinerary.

COURE:

I mean he could of, and I don’t have, you’ve, you’ve got that information.
He could’ve put it in one of the reports that we prepared.

WONG:

Mmm-hmm.

COURE:

Check the reports that we prepared but –

WONG:

Sure.

COURE:

- I don’t, I don’t recall to be honest.

WONG:

Okay.

COURE:

And I really do mean that.

WONG:

Okay. So the (UNINTELLIGIBLE) this document –

COURE:

How many cities did he go to?

WONG:

There was a numb, there’s a few, there’s, at least we know of, is Hangzhou,
Yiwu, Jinzhou, Shanghai so that, at least four.

COURE:

Who has time to go to China? (INAUDIBLE)

GRAINGER:

That’s a very good question.

WONG:

So this email chain dated the 19th of June 2012 is –

COURE:

So that was a year after I was elected – lets have a look.

WONG:

There’s a list of people who attended this trip.

COURE:

So can I go through them?

WONG:

Yeah sure.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

COURE:

So the first one is Phillip Elliott, I don’t know him. Daryl Maguire, I do.
Graeme Sayer, is that how you pronounce it?

GRAINGER:

Mmm – hmm.

COURE:

I don’t know him. Hanna Maguire, I don’t know her. I presume a relative.

Volume 27

252

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

GRAINGER:

No, she’s a reporter from the local media in Wagga.

COURE:

Oh, okay. Nicole Stupak, I don’t know that person.

GRAINGER:

She also went by the name of Nicole Hatton.

COURE:

Oh I do know Nicole, I haven’t seen her in a long time. I do know Rebecca
Cartwright and Julian McLaren or McLaren, I don’t know. Can I have
look?

WONG:

Yeah sure go ahead, you can go through that email. So that email kind of
gives you a picture of who attended (UNINTELLIGABLE) itinerary, like
the cities that they attended but what we wanted to show you was this email
who. It’s an email chain between a person called Oton Wu who is from,
what we understand, is from Destination NSW -

GRAINGER:

In Shanghai.

WONG:

- in Shanghai, yep. And so the reference for this email is D10522209 –
sorry it’s a bit hard to read.

COURE:

(INAUDIBLE).

WONG:

So Maguire’s telling Oton, Oton Wu that he’s addressing the, the Liaoning
Provincial Mayors and leaders function, yeah –

COURE:

Yeah Liaoning, yep Provincial Mayors and leaders function yeah I saw
that.

WONG:

- yep, hosted by the Governor of the L, is it Liaoning? Lia -

COURE:

Ah yeah I think Liaoning, yep.

WONG:

Liaoning, yep. Is this part of the functions as Chairman of the APFG?

COURE:

Yeah probably. I mean at the end of the day it’s, it’s building that, that
link or that relationship with the Asia Pacific countries so. I, I probably
would’ve included that in –

WONG:

Mmm-hmm.

COURE:

- in, in some of the functions that we may or may not do. I don’t know
who paid for this trip.

GRAINGER:

Is there any requirement if Mr Maguire is travelling overseas and he’s
speaking on behalf of the New South Wales Government, does he actually
tell somebody he’s going to do that?

COURE:

Is there a requirement? I, I don’t know. I would’ve thought there would
have been. You would’ve thought there would have been.

GRAINGER:

Mmm. I mean common sense would say someone –

COURE:

Yeah.

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

Volume 27

253

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

5

GRAINGER:

- someone’s going to need to know that a member of Parliament is in China
–

COURE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- speaking about New South Wales generally.

COURE:

Yeah but I mean you know there are community groups and events every
night here in Sydney –

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

COURE:

- and there’s always an opportunity for me to speak if I wish to speak
(UNINTELLIGIBLE). If the organiser says to me at the very last minute,
‘oh can you do us a favour, can you just say you represent the government’,
yeah sure no worries I’m part of the government.

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

I, I don’t know if something is less formal as that occurred. It doesn’t like
it did. But I would have thought he would have spoken to –

GRAINGER:

Someone.

COURE:

- someone, the Premier’s Office, a Premier, whoever the Premier was at
the time.

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

In this case it was probably O’Farrell’s office.

GRAINGER:

Mmm – hmm.

WONG:

And would that be something that would be included in the APFG Annual
Report?

COURE:

Only if it’s been brought to the attention of either myself –

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

- as Secretary or Patricia Broderick.

WONG:

Sure. And do you recall having discussions with Daryl Maguire about
such a trip, or such a meeting or that he was addressing the Liaoning
Government officials?

COURE:

Oh, I, I don’t, I don’t know really to be honest. You would’ve seen there,
you’ve got the reports –

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

- whatever was submitted. I think from memory that trip may have been
in the report.

WONG:

I’ve actually got the –
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COURE:

Yeah.

WONG:

- so what year was –

COURE:

2012?

WONG:

- 2012 so I do have the 2012 report with me.

COURE:

Or it could’ve been the year after, 2013.

WONG:

Okay. My understanding is it 2013 you’d report for the 2012, that’s the
year before, is that correct?

COURE:

Say that again.

WONG:

So 2013, in 2013 you’d be reporting for activities that happened –

COURE:

In 2012, yeah.

WONG:

- in 2012.

COURE:

That’s correct.

WONG:

This one was redacted so I wasn’t sure which one’s –

COURE:

Mmm.

WONG:

- they were. So this is doc, document reference D10518613 which was,
these are documents within the folders that you provided to us on section
22 notice so I’ll just (INAUDIBLE).

COURE:

Thank you.

WONG:

Okay.

COURE:

So this would have formed the basis of the report.

WONG:

Mmm – hmm.

COURE:

Which um, mmm – hmm, presented by Patricia –

WONG:

Mmm – hmm.

COURE:

- Ms Broderick mmm holds the glue together.

WONG:

Yep, sure.

COURE:

Which doesn’t mention that.

WONG:

So it doesn’t, so just confirming this report, are you satisfied that, that this
report in, for 2012, Daryl Maguire’s meeting with the Liaoning officials
isn’t reported in the APFG –

COURE:

Ah that is correct.

WONG:

Okay.
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COURE:

That is correct.

WONG:

Okay. And from your understanding that is something that should have
been reported.

COURE:

I would’ve have thought so, yeah I would’ve thought so, definitely. I can’t
see anything here.

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

Mmm – hmm. Okay.

WONG:

Thanks. If I can just get you to have a look at, sorry, just tell us a little bit
about there, is it called the Twinning Program?

COURE:

The what program?

WONG:

I’ll just show you.

GRAINGER:

The Twinning with the Prime Minister.

WONG:

Twinning. So we understand that there was a, there’s a Twinning program
where, from our understanding is a program between our Commonwealth
Parliament and also New South Wales where they like provide, like aid
assistance or some type of like relief to other, other countries such as the
Solomon Islands. So there’s –

COURE:

You know more than I do.

WONG:

So there was one, lets have a look. So Maguire back in April 2013
travelled to the Solomon Islands. So I’ll just show you this document,
reference number D10512611. So (UNINTELLIGABLE).

COURE:

Can I, can I go through this?

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

WONG:

Sure.

GRAINGER:

Take your time.

COURE:

Does this program still exist?

GRAINGER:

Apparently. I think it’s managed by David Blunt.

COURE:

Oh is it? I think it’s in the Upper House.

GRAINGER:

I’m sure Helen Minnican has some involvement too.

COURE:

Yeah, yeah, yeah. Yeah I, I’m not saying that I don’t know, but I’m not
saying that I know anything about this to be honest.

WONG:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall anything you did, you did know about the Twinning
program, were you aware that Daryl travelled to the Solomon Islands?
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Yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

COURE:

Yes, yes I am aware of visits to the Solomon Islands –

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

COURE:

- over the years and that’s detailed in the reports that we’ve provided you
a couple weeks ago.

WONG:

Okay. Just looking through 2013 report, just give me one sec.

COURE:

Mmm-hmm. Take your time.

WONG:

So this report was also part of the, the material that you provided for us.

COURE:

Yep.

WONG:

Sorry just – and it doesn’t appear that this Twinning program was included
in the report.

COURE:

No, if that’s, if that’s something between parliaments –

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

- then that would not have been part of the Asia Pacific Friendship Group
I would have thought.

WONG:

Okay. ‘Cause we understand there was another, another trip to the
Solomon Islands. The attendees included Don Harwin, Lynda Voltz,
Daryl Maguire, David Blunt and Mark Jones. This is the Twinning
program to Solomon Islands again.

GRAINGER:

In 2016.

WONG:

2016 –

COURE:

Yeah.

WONG:

- sorry.

GRAINGER:

So you, it has nothing to do with the APFG.

COURE:

No, no, no, no. And you would’ve seen here in the reports in the trade
seminars, national days, reception events.

WONG:

Okay so this, this was also from the material that you provided to us.

COURE:

Yeah.

WONG:

So I think with this trip, this one was included in the APFG annual report.

COURE:

Oh was it. Mmm – hmm. (UNINTELLIGIBLE) Twinning Program, yeah.
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WONG:

Mmm. And I’m not trying to trick you or anything but is there any reason
why this, this program later was included in the report?

COURE:

I, I have no idea to be honest with you.

WONG:

Okay.

COURE:

- yeah.

GRAINGER:

So you’ve already said to us before and please tell me if I’ve got this
correct, that each individual member of the executive would send items to
Patricia Broderick to be included in the report, is that how it worked or?

COURE:

Yeah basically that’s how it worked. I mean the report would –and you
would have seen there’s email trail here of, of Patricia with the report. In
most cases Daryl, this is how I thought of it, Daryl would present Patricia
with a list of things that he’d want for the report.

WONG:

Yes.

COURE:

Daryl, or one of his staff, would then send out a quick email to everyone
to include anything else in the report. They’d provide it to me. I would
do, I’d have a look at it. I may include the odd event that I would go to, to
you know, I suppose beef up the report, (UNINTELLIGABLE) to beef up
the report. We’d do a covering letter, talk about the importance of the Asia
Pacific area and that’s it.

WONG:

Mmm. So that’s, let’s get to the next year so this is the year 2014 –

COURE:

Mmm.

WONG:

- so there was a email from an entity to Daryl Maguire, so it’s the, the
subject is, ‘2014 Australia China Agriculture Trade and Investment
Centre’. This is from a business based in Kingsgrove called United World
Enterprises –

COURE:

Mmm-hmm.

WONG:

- Proprietary Limited. Also known as UWE, are you –

COURE:

Mmm-hmm.

WONG:

- aware of this company.

COURE:

Yes I am.

WONG:

Yep and how, how do you know about UWE?

COURE:

Well Kingsgrove is just a little bit out of my electorate.

WONG:

Mmm-hmm.

COURE:

In 2014 I had, as I said, most of Hurstville in my electorate so it’s literally
a suburb or two away.
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WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

He was given, and you might want to just check this, he was given a trade,
New South Wales Trade Expo award by, by the government a while back.

WONG:

Mmm. Sorry so who’s they, is this the –

COURE:

Argh and then, well the person that owns this company Jimmy –

WONG:

Is it Jimmy Liu?

COURE:

Ah Jimmy Liu, yeah. So that’s how I came to, to know him.

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

So it was a trade expo award –

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

- in 2012 or 2013 and being in Kingsgrove, yeah.

WONG:

Mmm. And is that the first time you recall meeting or, or knowing about
Jimmy Liu?

COURE:

Yeah so I met, I met Jimmy probably around that time. Probably
immediately after, in fact definitely after he got his trade expo award.

WONG:

Mmm okay.

GRAINGER:

And what was Daryl’s relationship with Jimmy?

COURE:

Yes well I saw that in your email actually. That’s, that’s something I could
never work out. I mean I visited you know Kingsgrove once, possibly
twice, cause it was a big thing I thought. A big company in my electorate
or near my electorate getting a trade expo award. I could never work out
the link between those two. I would see him in the foyer like you were
today. I’d say, ‘Gidday, nice to see you’, and I’d just walk off. But he, I
saw him here a couple of times. I just, I don’t know the link.

WONG:

So you saw Jimmy Liu and Daryl Maguire together?

COURE:

Well I saw, oh well, possibly. But I saw Jimmy downstairs in Parliament.
So he was here a couple of times over the last sort of seven years. Probably
seeing other members of Parliament. Probably seeing Mr Maguire, I don’t
know. But there was a link, I don’t know what the link was.

WONG:

Okay. So I’ll just show you this email, it’s reference number –

COURE:

He was in the Grain and Feed and Fodder or something.

GRAINGER:

Oaten Hay?

WONG:

Oaten Hay.

COURE:

Mmm?
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GRAINGER:

Oaten Hay.

COURE:

Oaten Hay.

WONG:

And also cattle -

GRAINGER:

And cattle and a couple of other things.

WONG:

Mmm-hmm. So the reference number for the email is D10462420, so I’ll
just show you his letter between the UWE representative to Maguire, Daryl
Maguire –

COURE:

Uh-hmm.

WONG:

So it appears that UWE is inviting Daryl to this event that’s occurring in
October 2014.

COURE:

And where’s event here or overseas?

WONG:

In Shanghai.

COURE:

Oh it is too. Yeah. Uh-hmm.

WONG:

Are you aware that Daryl Maguire was invited to this event?

COURE:

No unless it was in, in any of the reports that we provided.

WONG:

Okay.

COURE:

Yeah.

WONG:

We’ll go through the reports but did you receive an invitation for this event
in Shanghai?

COURE:

Probably not, I don’t know, I don’t recall to be honest.

WONG:

Okay. So it’s 2014 –

COURE:

‘2014

WONG:

(UNINTELLIGIBLE). We’ll get to the report in a sec but I’ll just show
you another document. So it’s document number D10522259. So there
was a meeting between yourself, Jonathan O’Dea with UWE at the Golden
Century Seafood Restaurant –

COURE:

Uh-hmm.

WONG:

Do you recall that meeting?

COURE:

I do, yes. And that would’ve been with a group of people –

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

- not just us three, but a group of people. It would have been 2014 I think
from memory.
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GRAINGER:

Seventeen.

COURE:

Seventeen. 2017.

WONG:

Yeah so the date –

COURE:

Last year.

WONG:

Yeah so the date of the dinner was on the 26th of January 2017.

COURE:

(UNINTELLIGABLE)

WONG:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Australia Day.

COURE:

Uh-hmm, okay.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall going to that, that (INAUDIBLE)?

COURE:

There was one that we went to, there would‘ve been a big group of people
I can check for you.

GRAINGER:

Someone by the name of Benjamin Chow went as well.

COURE:

Yes he was the one that invited me. Actually that’s, I think that was 2014.
Yes, no you’re right.

GRAINGER:

Whose Ben Chow?

COURE:

Benjamin Chow is a member of the Liberal Party, Chinese community
leader, but also Liberal Party, Community Leader as well, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Which, which (UNINTELLIGABLE) would he be in?

COURE:

Hornsby or something, yeah.

WONG:

And what was the reason for this dinner at, at the Golden Century
restaurant?

COURE:

That’s a very good question I, I, I don’t remember but it was just probably
just, I, I don’t know, I, I, I don’t really recall.

WONG:

Mmm. Do you -

COURE:

(INAUDIBLE) I - I go out every night and, chair events every night –

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

- and, but I, I’m sure I can find out for you.

WONG:

Do you recall –

COURE:

Who else was there?

WONG:

- who else was there.
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COURE:

I don’t think Daryl was there in end.

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

But, you know I do recall Jonathan, I do remember Benjamin but, but who
who else I don’t, I don’t remember.

WONG:

Do you recall the events that happened during that dinner? Was it just a
dinner where, like were there any speeches, was there –

COURE:

There could’ve been speeches, there could’ve been people from overseas,
we could’ve talked about how good we are in trade and investment and,
and all that sort of stuff.

WONG:

Mmm, okay.

COURE:

Yeah.

WONG:

Do you recall if Jimmy Liu was there himself?

COURE:

I, I don’t know I presume he was, I, I don’t know –

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

- yeah.

WONG:

Mmm. Do you remember if any UWE rep, representatives were there?

COURE:

There, there could’ve been. There could’ve been a delegation from, from
overseas. There could’ve been representatives from UWE, there could’ve
been –

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

- yeah.

GRAINGER:

So we, from what we’re aware Mr Maguire, yourself, Mr O’Dea were
invited throughout this whole (UNINTELLIGIBLE)

COURE:

Yeah, yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Were you not aware of any other MPs were invited so –

COURE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

It would be fair to assume that this, here on this invitation had something
to do with the APFG?

COURE:

Yes but I mean, that, that then creates a cloud. I mean, you know in most
cases, not all cases I’m there is a Member of Parliament with a community
that has 15 to 25% Chinese. I, certainly Daryl’s intent would’ve been
invite the APFG executive maybe but certainly I would’ve been there as a
Member of Parliament.

WONG:

And what about Jonathan?
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COURE:

Well see he knows you know Benjamin Chow, he’ll know some of the
Chinese Community leaders that are there.

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

But he and I are active in the Chinese community. It could’ve been, I
probably would’ve seen that as an invitation from members, as members
of parliament.

WONG:

Mmm, as opposed to the AFPG?

COURE:

I would’ve thought so.

GRAINGER:

Mr O’Dea’s electorate is on the North Shore –

COURE:

Davidson.

GRAINGER:

- yeah Davidson, yeah.

WONG:

So now I’ll show you another document –

COURE:

I need to give this one back.

WONG:

Yep. It’s this one. Okay so just first of all, were you aware that Daryl
Maguire went to a city in China called Kunming back in around June
2015?

COURE:

Um unless it’s in the report.

WONG:

So I’ll just get –

COURE:

I’m having more trouble dealing with my own calendar let alone his.
[Sound of a phone ringing] That’s the phone (UNINTELLIGABLE).

WONG:

Okay. So this is reference number D10436748. So Daryl Maguire went
on a trip with a, an official delegation which included a lot of Wagga
Wagga Council officials and councillors including the Mayor. And then
there was another, another business delegation and I’ll just show you this,
which, show you the names of the participants and also the itinerary of
what, what occurred on that trip.

COURE:

A lot of people on this trip?

WONG:

Mmm. So, I guess from your understanding do you, do you know why
Daryl Maguire would go on this trip? What’s, are you aware if it was like
an APFG activity or?

COURE:

Well no it looks like a Council driven activity.

WONG:

Mmm, okay.

COURE:

Again unless it’s, unless it was provided in the report that sort of said that,
you know in addition to this council trip I participated in ‘x’, ‘y’ and ‘z’ –

WONG:

Mm.
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COURE:

- as a member of Wagga plus member of the APFG. I, I don’t know.

WONG:

I’ll just you something.

GRAINGER:

I might just go back to Mr Liu for one thing (UNINTELLIGIBLE) and you
indicated that you are able to make the connection between Jimmy Liu and
Mr Maguire, what it actually was. And this is, sorry this is more of a broad
question as a member of parliament. Would it be appropriate for a member
of parliament to write to a company in China advocating for a business
deal with say UWE?

COURE:

I personally would probably say that was inappropriate. It’s not, not one
I’ve done I would’ve thought. Definitely not part of the APFG and in fact
when you clarify probably, it definitely not part of your role as a member
of parliament.

GRAINGER:

So when you write to anyone –

COURE:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- so if, if you, you as an individual puts in writing to someone as a Member
of the public, the connotation will be different there. If Mark Coure, from
your address, wrote to someone saying, “Well I think it’s a good idea doing
business with this person” –

COURE:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- that has a certain set of, I suppose, (UNINTELLIGABLE) and weight
doesn’t it.

COURE:

Mmm, I would’ve thought so.

GRAINGER:

But if you write on a letterhead –

COURE:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- as a Parliamentary Secretary for various things and the, the Chairman of
the APFG advocating for a business relationship between a Chinese entity
and a –

COURE:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- and a Australian based country –

COURE:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- company, that has another connotation doesn‘t it?

COURE:

I would have suggested that, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, okay.

WONG:

So just on that topic we’ve got another letter that, was written in the hand
of Daryl Maguire –
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COURE:

You, you keep talking I’m just going to make a cup of tea.

WONG:

Sure.

COURE:

Sorry.

WONG:

I’ll let you just get your tea first.

COURE:

Sorry I’m listening.

WONG:

(UNINTELLIGABLE) okay. So I’ll just show this letter which is similar
to the type of letter that Paul just mentioned. Daryl Maguire making
representations on, on behalf of a, a company or a business, Australian
business to an official overseas. So I’ll just show you this letter, so it’s
reference number D10444701. So this is on behalf of a gentleman by the
name of Mr William Luong, have you heard of this person before?

COURE:

William?

WONG:

William Luong. It’s spelt as (spells) L-U-O-N-G.

COURE:

I don’t think so.

WONG:

And he owns a, a company known as the Australian China Beverages Food
and Health Supplement Products Association Proprietary Limited.

COURE:

I don’t think it rings a bell.

WONG:

I’ll show this letter.

COURE:

Mmm.

WONG:

As the Chairman of the APFG, would you expect him to write such, like,
like a, a letter of this sort?

COURE:

Probably, um probably not. I mean essentially the, the functions of this
group as I’ve mentioned before –

WONG:

Uh-hmm.

COURE:

- is, is, is building friendship and rapport with, with you know Asia Pacific
countries.

WONG:

Okay.

COURE:

You, you know from time to time, you know you’d get a company that
comes across your desk that is in your electorate or that you may know of
and you think well, you know, maybe they could, you know, assist the
New South Wales government with some project, pardon me. But for
something like, for someone overseas to be doing that, to a company here
in Australia, I’ve not come across something like that.

WONG:

Okay. Just quickly does the APF, APFG have like a shared mail box or is
there a contact email for the APFG?
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COURE:

No I’m not aware of one to be honest.

WONG:

Okay.

GRAINGER:

So this is the letter that Carol showed you which D10444701. Mr Maguire
is writing to a, a Chinese entity asking him to continue, to continue
business relationships or negotiations with this company run by Luong.

COURE:

Yeah I don’t know any of those companies and I don’t know why, having
just read that again by Paul, it sounds like that they’re in a relationship
already perhaps and they’re looking at having that renewed perhaps. But
I’m not aware of any of those companies.

GRAINGER:

Okay and it’s certainly it’s not something that was discussed at the APFG
–

COURE:

Hundred percent.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

COURE:

No, 100%, no.

GRAINGER:

And the question arises whether it’s something appropriate for a Member
a Parliament to do, in the, in the first instance?

COURE:

Yeah I’d certainly question it. You know unless it’s, as I said, it’s a
company overseas that you’ve witnessed some state of the art technology
of on a recent family trip or paid trip or whatever and you think oh maybe,
you know whatever that technology is, maybe we could benefit here as a
state or country. You know it could be, I don’t know, top of the art solar
panelling or whatever –

GRAINGER:

Sure.

COURE:

- you know maybe that’s different but for two, and in, and in that case you
would like, you would speak to the Minister.

GRAINGER:

Minister. Mmm.

COURE:

Pick up the phone to the Minister and say, ‘look you know while I was
overseas on a family trip I saw ‘x’, ‘y’ and ‘z’. These guys are coming
out, can we have five minutes’, you know. Tell him, that they’ll tell you
how could they are and all that sort of stuff. But between two companies
I mean that’s questionable in my view, personally.

GRAINGER:

Was, was Mr Maguire someone, and this, and I suppose there’s sort of
certain protocols within, within the operation of government and you
mentioned you as a Secretary may write to a Minister about something that
you found, and it may have been beneficial for the state.

COURE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Are there, are there certain protocols that have to be abided by within the
framework of the government? So people don’t get their noses out of joint.
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COURE:

Well I think there is but I think in most cases it’s common sense.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

COURE:

And I think that’s the key there. You know I mean, you know, you, you
don’t, you don’t want to create the situation where there is perceived
favouritism or you don’t want to create an issue where you know, you’re
using your, your position inappropriately. And certainly from you know
that letter that I’ve just seen now which I very quickly read, it sounds like
there’s already an agreement between these two, but you know
recommending that the agreement continue, correct me if I’m wrong.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

COURE:

Not something I will do.

GRAINGER:

With, in your experience and you’ve being in parliament since 2011 I think
you said and you –

COURE:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- Mr Maguire I think he started in 1999 –

COURE:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- from my recollection.

COURE:

Yes he did.

GRAINGER:

And there was a period of time that he was the Whip –

COURE:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- for the party in, in opposition did he continue in Government as the
Whip?

COURE:

Ah.

GRAINGER:

He did I think from memory.

COURE:

Yes two years I think, just check your figures on that one but I think it was
two years.

GRAINGER:

Now is Mr Maguire a, from your experience and this is a personal
comment, someone who internally within the party and the Government
sort of played by the, the rules as in the, the appro, the - talking with
Ministers when something needed to be done played by the internal rules
as set by the incumbent government.

COURE:

Yeah I think so. I think, I think it’s fair to say so, I mean I, I wouldn’t know
of any example where other than from what I’ve read in the paper from,
from this inquiry.

GRAINGER:

Sure.
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COURE:

But, but other than that now I, I pretty much, I mean I can’t pin point
anything –

GRAINGER:

Mmm-hmm.

COURE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

This, is the Whip as being the person who I suppose is not the, no the
overseer of government business but is the sheriff –

COURE:

The Whip’s -

GRAINGER:

- Sheriff of the department?

COURE:

- yeah I was going to say the word sheriff –

GRAINGER:

- (INAUDIBLE) department.

COURE:

The shepherd actually, it’s more the shepherd.

GRAINGER:

Do they personally hold weight within the structure of the government?

COURE:

Yeah I would say so, yes, yeah.

GRAINGER:

So when you finish your tenure finishes, does that authority continue after
that or it finishes when you finish?

COURE:

I don’t think so, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

COURE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Thank you.

WONG:

All right so Mark have you heard of, have you heard of an organisation or
association known as the Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial
Development Association also SAPCDA for short?

COURE:

Look I might of, I might of.

WONG:

Okay.

COURE:

And when I say I might of, you know that’s just last month’s worth of
meetings and it’s, I might of.

WONG:

Okay. Okay. Have you heard of a gentleman by the name of Ho Yuen Li
who is associated with this association?

COURE:

It doesn’t ring a bell, no.

WONG:

It doesn’t ring a bell, okay. I’m just going to show you some
correspondence which is an email dated the 4th of May 2016, reference
number D10437994 which is an email from Daryl Maguire to Trevor
Garland who I think was an honorary Consul General –

15

20

25

30

Volume 27

268

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

5

10

15

20

25

30

COURE:

Consul-General.

WONG:

Consul-General.

COURE:

Um Pacific –

WONG:

The Solomon Island.

COURE:

- no, Solomon Islands.

WONG:

Solomon Islands. He also sent this email to the Consul-General of Samoa
and Samsay Singin, and I think that’s from PNG –

GRAINGER:

PNG, Samsay Singin is from PNG.

WONG:

Samsay Singin yeah so I’ll just show you that email.

COURE:

Mmm-hmm. Can I jump in with a quick question?

GRAINGER:

Sure.

COURE:

Or to answer a quick question that you’re probably going to ask. MOU?

WONG:

Yep and so I’ll just show you the MOU –

COURE:

And who’s it between?

WONG:

Yeah so it appears that there was an –Maguire’s tried to get the ConsulGenerals of these countries so including like PNG, Samoa –

COURE:

Mmm.

WONG:

- to sign this memorandum of understanding with this association known
as SAPCDA so I’ll show you –

GRAINGER:

Mr Maguire in his parliamentary returns indicated that he was Honorary
Chairman of this SAPCDA organisation.

WONG:

So I’ll just show you the MOU –

GRAINGER:

For what that’s worth.

COURE:

I’ve never heard of it.

WONG:

So this document’s reference number is D10441991.

COURE:

Can I just clarify, who did he indicate that to?

GRAINGER:

The department in his returns.

COURE:

Okay never heard of it.

WONG:

Thank you.

COURE:

You can have that one back.
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WONG:

Sure.

COURE:

I should check out his returns. Just to clarify he said he was the Honorary?

GRAINGER:

The Honorary Chairman. I think there’s two on his return that he’s an
Honorary Chairman of there’s this one, and the other one’s name eludes
me at present. It may have been the Australian China Beverages
Association which is to do with Mr Luong.

COURE:

Oh, this doesn’t ring a bell. Mr Khan, who’s Mr Khan?

GRAINGER:

He’s also a Consulate-General from one, Fiji perhaps.

COURE:

Come to my, come to my event next week, they’ll all be there? There is
about 10 of them. I think it’s next week or the week after, um I’ve, I’ve
not seen this before.

WONG:

Okay.

COURE:

I, I don’t know what this is.

WONG:

Yep, okay.

COURE:

Yeah.

WONG:

So I guess you wouldn’t say this an activity that falls under, under the
APFG –

COURE:

I wouldn’t have thought so.

WONG:

- activities?

COURE:

No.

GRAINGER:

So in essence there’s the MOU is attempting to orchestrate an agreement
between a number of Pacific Islands countries –

COURE:

(UNINTELLIGIBLE)

GRAINGER:

- and a Chinese entity.

COURE:

Yep. Now that’s not to say, and I just want to clarify this as a Member of
Parliament, I wasn’t at an MOU signing. We go to one every couple of
months for something, I don’t know what it could be. That’s not –

GRAINGER:

I think it’s fairly safe to say you weren’t at it.

COURE:

Yeah okay.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

COURE:

And I’m not familiar with it at all.

WONG:

Okay. And just, with this, in relation to this –

COURE:

Hopefully I’m helpful, am I helpful today?
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GRAINGER:

Mmm.

WONG:

Yeah. To this SAPCDA so Daryl Maguire has written to the, to Ho Yuen
Li –

COURE:

Okay.

WONG:

- who’s associated with this, with this Association. So this is a letter from
Maguire to Ho Yuen Li, the reference for this letter is D10437993. I’ll just
show you, and the letters addressed under -

COURE:

Asia Pacific Friendship Group.

WONG:

Chairman, Chairman of the APFG yeah.

COURE:

So this line here that says, ‘In this regard I can confirm that, I can confirm
my APFG is most willing to assist in the formation of the group using our
available resources.’ The formation of the group is Shenzeng Aust –
Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development Association.

WONG:

That’s right.

COURE:

Okay.

WONG:

So would you regard this as an APF, an APFG –

COURE:

No, god no.

WONG:

No?

COURE:

Of course not, no.

WONG:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Did you recall ever discussing with Daryl about the APFG involvement or
purported APFG involvement entity?

COURE:

Not to my knowledge.

WONG:

We also are aware that Daryl Maguire also travelled to a number of
countries in the Pacific Islands in relation to this, this asso, this SAPCDA,
and also met with the, a number of government officials overseas in,
including government officials from Fiji. So I’ll just show this document,
it’s reference number D10438242.

COURE:

Could I ask who is Adriana Lions?

WONG:

He was a, she was a former electorate officer for Daryl Maguire.

COURE:

This is April, April last year.

WONG:

Mmm-hmm

COURE:

Vanuatu, (INAUDIBLE) Fiji, Fiji, Fiji, Tonga. He’s done them all hasn’t
he. Samoa.
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WONG:

Okay. And then there was also on this trip, Daryl also went to the Good
Samaritan Hospital in the Solomon Islands –

COURE:

Yes I am aware of this.

WONG:

Okay. So I think, we believe that he also went to the Pacific Islands and
delivered some goods to the hospital.

COURE:

That is correct.

GRAINGER:

Those two that you (UNINTELLIGIBLE) -

COURE:

Yes, yes that is correct.

WONG:

Okay.

COURE:

So there would’ve been a series of emails that I provided in those folders
that was a –

WONG:

Mmm-hmm.

COURE:

- you know, heading to whatever it is (UNINTELLIGABLE) where was
it?

GRAINGER:

Solomons.

WONG:

(INAUDIBLE) goods.

COURE:

Solomon Islands, heading to Solomon Islands, just need some approval for
the purchasing of whatever it is was, hardware, or pictures I provided Paul.
Please provide a quick approval and I think we all did, I think I was the
last to approved it –

WONG:

Okay.

COURE:

- but we all approved it, it was a quick yes.

WONG:

Sure, okay. And were you aware that Daryl Maguire was going to these
other –

COURE:

No.

WONG:

- countries in the Pacific Islands?

COURE:

Not to my knowledge [Sounds of phone ringing].

WONG:

I’ll show you another email which is from Adriana, Adriana Lions on
behalf of Daryl Maguire to Louise Waterhouse, do you know who Louise
Waterhouse is?

COURE:

No.

WONG:

No. Okay. Well she’s just a, I think she was an Honorary Consul for
Tonga. So I’ll just show you this document so it’s D10441970.

COURE:

(UNINTELLIGABLE) No I don’t know who though, Ms Waterhouse is.
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WONG:

Okay. Thank you.

GRAINGER:

Ms Waterhouse is a member of the (UNINTELLIGABLE) Waterhouse
family.

COURE:

Oh is she?

GRAINGER:

Yes.

COURE:

Oh really, oh okay, interesting.

WONG:

But also Honorary Consul for Tonga. I’ll just show you another, a letter
from, under the hand of Daryl Maguire, so it’s reference number
D10442347. There you go.

COURE:

Mmm-hmm. Mmm.

WONG:

So in this letter Daryl Maguire sends, sends this letter to Jimson Tanagada
–

COURE:

Who’s that?

WONG:

So he’s one of the officials from the, I think it’s the Minister of Rural
Development in the Solomon Islands.

COURE:

Oh sorry it’s down the front there (INAUDIBLE).

WONG:

Yep. So he invites Jimson to the, to join the SAPCDA which is now called
the Shenzhen Council for the Promotion of Asia Pacific Commerce and
Trade.

COURE:

Mmm-hmm

WONG:

So there’s been a name change.

COURE:

‘The Association will cover your delegation’s accommodation costs while
in Fiji’. That wouldn’t been our Friendship Group, that’s the Association
of the Shenzhen Council Promotion of Asia Pacific Commerce and Trade.
Is that right?

GRAINGER:

That’s correct.

WONG:

From this letter – yes.

COURE:

Yeah, yeah, yeah.

WONG:

Okay. Are you aware that Daryl Maguire was having these meetings with
Consul-Generals?

COURE:

No.

GRAINGER:

And Ministers of the Solomon Islands government?

WONG:

(UNINTELLIGABLE)

COURE:

Yeah, no. In what capacity?
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GRAINGER:

Well that’s our question.

COURE:

All right.

GRAINGER:

And the fact it’s been written on formal letterhead and signed with a
signatory block of –

WONG:

The Chairman of the New South Wales –

GRAINGER:

- Asia Pacific Friendship Group, you might also note where it was sent to
at gmail.com.

COURE:

That would’ve been his email address wouldn’t it?

GRAINGER:

Or –I’d like to think the Minister of the Solomon Islands (INAUDIBLE)
-

COURE:

Oh yeah, yes, yes, it’s a 100 percent. Yes an official email, yeah. Look
none of this comes to mind now, certainly check the reports that we
provided to parliament about the activities of the Asia Pacific Friendship
Group. But I doubt very much there’s a separate entity that, sorry I doubt
very much that any of us knew about this separate entity.

GRAINGER:

But would –

COURE:

- that’s been run on the side it seems.

GRAINGER:

Exactly now that’s, so that’s the question from, and I suppose we’d have
to ask someone higher in Government this question but I’ll – I’ll ask you
(UNINTELLIGABLE) –

COURE:

Are you suggesting Paul I’m not higher in Government?

GRAINGER:

No, I’m, I’m just going to put that in context that perhaps the relevant
Minister would be my (INAUDIBLE)

COURE:

That was a joke.

GRAINGER:

We, we have the Member for Wagga Wagga, who is the Chairman of the
AFPG obviously he’s Parliamentary Secretary at the same time.

COURE:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

He, he appears to be advocating for commercial arrangements between
sovereign gov, governments and China, Chinese entities, on the, under the
auspicious of his being a member of this parliament and the APFG. If, I
suppose there’s two questions, and you may not know you’ve indicated to
me that the APFG were not aware of, of these taking place. If this was to
be, this type of activity who in government, this is State government,
would have any knowledge of this if it was an official function?

COURE:

Well I don’t know if anyone would.

GRAINGER:

I would think it’d be more Commonwealth but if –
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COURE:

Well I’m thinking ASIO. From what I’ve seen here acting on behalf of
you know the Shenzhen Provincial Government perhaps. And you know,
governments across the Asia Pacific, you know your point about the gmail
account, this is, this is quite big.

GRAINGER:

So if, for, for a, and I’m not sure how the, the Cabinet’s made up and you
know if it’s possible to do certain things –

COURE:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- currently but, but foreign affairs is clearly a Commonwealth government
function.

COURE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

From a State government perspective, would it be Premier and Cabinet
who got involved in that if, were to be involved?

COURE:

So we’ve had Minister for Trades –

GRAINGER:

Yes.

COURE:

- for a period of time.

GRAINGER:

Niall Blair (UNINTELLIGABLE)?

COURE:

Niall Blair’s the current one, lovely chap. Before him was Troy Grant I
think but Andrew Stoner was –

GRAINGER:

Yes.

COURE:

- pretty much for the first four years and Niall Blair lasted two and I think
there was someone else in between, Stuart Ayres had a year as Trade
Minister. And, and effectively, I, I don’t know, I mean there’s trade and
then there’s being Trade Minister and I think, then there’s the State
equivalent which is, you know, primary school sort of stuff. You know
we’ve got, you know what I mean –

GRAINGER:

Yep, fully understood, yes.

COURE:

- yeah, so, so the department is industry, and commerce and industry. Now
I don’t know if anyone would’ve had any knowledge of this type of activity
and you know, it, it’s not something that I’d, I would, would sit
comfortable with me if this was going on. You know this is clearly a
separate association being run on the side masked by the fact that he was
Asia Pacific Friendship Group Chairman. You know, and it’s certainly
falling, fooling I should say, fooling the, the government’s oversees from
what I’ve seen.

GRAINGER:

I suppose, and you understand we’d have to, we have to sort of bottom out
whether there was some official knowledge from a ministerial perspective
or the whole of government with this going on.

COURE:

Oh shit yeah, yeah. Yeah, yeah, yeah, I got you, yeah.
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GRAINGER:

Okay.

COURE:

So I, I would say to, you know provide some advice, you know certainly
have a chat to previous trade ministers in particular Andrew Stoner. You
know what, just can I have a look, I don’t know what the date of that letter
was but.

WONG:

So it’s March 2017.

COURE:

Oh it was only last year, I wasn’t aware of that.

GRAINGER:

So that’ll be Mr Blair’s still at that point in time, I think would it not?

COURE:

Yeah he would’ve just been selected, hmm.

WONG:

I don’t have anything else, did you?

GRAINGER:

No, not at this stage.

COURE:

Can I ask you a question?

GRAINGER:

You may, it might be, it may be best if we do that, that’s not part of this –

COURE:

Yeah, yeah okay, yeah, sure.

GRAINGER:

- (INAUDIBLE) recording process. So we’ll finalise the interview now –

COURE:

Okay.

WONG:

So Mark is there anything else you’d like to tell us about this matter?

COURE:

No, no. I think, I, I spent many days and weeks providing all the material
that you needed –

WONG:

Yes.

COURE:

- and hopefully it’s comprehensive enough. If anything does come to mind
or if there’s any other material that I find –

WONG:

Mmm.

COURE:

- I’ll certainly email it across.

WONG:

Sure we might just get that email that we mentioned earlier about Shen,
Shenzhen (INAUDIBLE) Andrew Stoner –

GRAINGER:

Trade (INAUDIBLE) Andrew Stoner –

COURE:

Yeah, yeah, yeah. Yeah look let me find that letter.

GRAINGER:

(INAUDIBLE) that’ll be fine.

WONG:

Okay.

GRAINGER:

At, at your own time but there’s no problems.
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WONG:

Yeah. Okay. So Mark is the information you have provided in this
interview true to the best of your knowledge and belief?

COURE:

Yes, correct.

WONG:

Has any threat, promise or inducements been made to you, made in regards
to the information and involvement in the interview here today.

COURE:

No.

WONG:

No. I wish to remind you that this interview is subject to a current ICAC
investigation and everything discussed in this interview remains
confidential, do you understand that?

COURE:

Correct.

WONG:

So the time is now 11.03 and I’ll just switch off the inter, the recorder.

5

10

INTERVIEW ENDS
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APFG Information for Premier
From:
To:
Date:
Attachments:

@bigpond.com>
PATRICIA BRODERICK <
"denise.bradley@premier.nsw.gov.au" <denise.bradley@premier.nsw.gov.au>
Sun, 17 Nov 2013 19:35:30 +1100
preminfo.docx (112.49 kB)

Dear Denise
Attached is information regarding the NSW Parliament Asia Pacific Friendship Group as you requested for the Premier.
If you need any further advice please do not hesitate to contact me.
Thank you for all your assistance.
Kind regards
Patricia Broderick
Special Projects Officer
NSW Parliament Asia Pacific Friendship Group
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NEW SOUTH WALES PARLIAMENT ASIA PACIFIC FRIENDSHIP GROUP
The New South Wales Parliament Asia Pacific Friendship Group is a
Group of Members of Parliament with a common interest in the areas
surrounding Australia. The Group was founded in December 1999.
CHAIRS:
Mr Jeff Hunter MP. December 1999 – March 2009 (Founding Çhair)
Ms Virginia Judge MP, March 2009 – December 2009
Ms Sonia Hornery MP, December 2009 – 2011
Mr Daryl Maguire MP - 2011 OFFICE BEARERS
Chair
Secretary
Treasurer
Vice President

Daryl Maguire MP
Mark Coure MP
Jonathan O’Dea MP
Hon Shaoquett Moselmane MLC
Hon Helen Sham-Ho

Special Projects
Officer Patricia Broderick (since 2008. Honorary Member)
Çountries represented include:
Bangladesh, China, Cook Islands, Egypt, Fiji Islands, India, Indonesia,
Japan, Kiribati, Korea, Malaysia, Mongolia, Nepal, New Zealand, Papua New
Guinea, Philippines, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Tonga,
United Kingdom,United States of America, Vanuatu, Vietnam
The Group has as its focus an opportunity for interaction of Members of
Parliament and the Consular Corps, and a high interest in the nations
surrounding Australia, with a particular interest in assistance to
underpriviledged areas.
In 2010 the NSW Parliament APFG widened its interest to assist the smaller
nations surrounding Australia with the introduction of Business, Trade and
Networking Forums at Parliament House, Sydney. The introductory Forum
was opened by the Governor of New South Wales , Her Excellency Professor
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Marie Bashir AC CVO. Guest Speakers were Professor Ian Goulter, ViceÇhancellor and President – Charles Sturt University. Mr Les Worland,
International Marketing, Casella Wines.
The Second Forum was held in 2010 and was promoted by the Consulate for
the Solomon Islands.
Then in 2013 the third Trade Seminar showcased Papua New Guinea, via the
PNG Consulate.
Through these Forums it is the aim of the NSW Parliament Asia Pacific
Friendship Group to strengthen the ties and friendships constructively built up
through the Group and to pursue opportunities for trade and commitment
throughout the Asia Pacific Region, through the networking of business, trade
and tourism connections, and particularly to nurture and encourage the
smaller countries and to focus on opportunities.
EAST TIMOR
A special interest project of the NSW Parliament Asia Pacific Friendship Group
is the Marist Teacher Training College in Baucau, East Timor. The aim of the
college is to teach East Timorese teachers to go out and teach other East
Timorese.
East Timor has a high rate of illiteracy and to successfully govern, this new
Nation needs to be literate. Mr Jeff Hunter MP and the Hon Paul Lynch MP
visited the College in Baucau.
In 2006 the first fifty East Timorese graduated as teachers – and this high rate
has continued each year since then. Some of these graduates are now
completing their Masters Degree at the College.
We have held Cocktail functions to aid the College in 2005, 2006, 2007,
2008, 1010 Guest of honour at our last fundraiser was in 2012 was the
Hon Tim Fischer.
A number of fundraising ventures have been carried out, including
fundraising for victims of the Boxing Day Tsunami.
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September 2007 - Following an earthquake in Togyakarta, Indonesia the
Skyjuice Foundation, in conjunction with the NSW Parliament Asia
Pacific Friendship Group and others, installed a SkyHydrant Water
Filtration Unit for the Wonosari Village and assisted to provide asccess
to safe water for the community of Kramatjati.
Relief for the cyclone victims in Samoa - fundraiser.
Support for the Bali Hati school in Ubud Bali February 2008
PAMA Childrens Home, Khitchakhut, Thailand, June 2009
Support for housing in the Philippines
Support for the Solomon Islands
Support for Papua New Guinea
The APFG are co-sponsors to the Eyes on China Medical Mission. Group
of Australian doctors and nurses travel once a year to different
provinces in China and do free cataract operations on poor people and
they raise money from the Chinese community here in Sydney which
goes towards the cost of equipment and lenses. Members of
Parliament have travelled with the doctors.
HOC MAI VIETNAM
Under the auspices of the Hoc Mai Foundation of the University of
Sydney and the Asia Pacific Friendship Group, a delegation travelled to
Vietnam to witness the significant opening of a newly refurbished
building in the grounds of a major surgical hospital in Hanoi.
Traditionally, several times a year the APFG hosts round-the-table
gatherings of Consuls and MPs of the Group. This in itself provides a
Forum for strengthening the ties and understanding in our Region.
The NSW Parliament Asia Pacific Friendship Group continues to stretch
out a hand to help - particularly to the small nations in need, who are
our neighbours. We do not see ourselves as a mechanism for raising
money; we cannot do that, but what we can do is to provide a basis
where people who are in the position to offer assistance may do so, if
they wish.
Patricia Broderick
Special Projects Officer
NSW Parliament Asia Pacific Friendship Group
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Parliamentary Friendship Groups Policy
Policy Summary
Status

This policy is current as at August 2017.

Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to provide a framework and guidelines for the approval of
Parliamentary Friendship Groups by the Presiding Officers.

Scope

This policy is applicable to all Members of Parliament.

Availability

This policy is available on the Parliament’s intranet.

Policy
Owner

Serjeant-at-Arms, Legislative Assembly
Usher of the Black Rod, Legislative Council

Related
Policies

Parliamentary Remuneration Tribunal Annual Report and Determination of 20 May 2016.

Review
Process

This policy is to be reviewed each parliament.

Approval

The Hon John Ajaka MLC, President
The Hon Shelley Hancock MP, Speaker

Date

August 2017
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Parliamentary Friendship Groups Policy
1.
1.1

2.
2.1

Objects of policy
The objects of this policy are:
(a)

to provide a framework and guidelines for the approval of Parliamentary
Friendship Groups by the Presiding Officers in accordance with paragraph 1.1.12
of the Parliamentary Remuneration Tribunal Annual Report and Determination of
20 May 2016, and

(b)

to protect the reputation of the Parliament by establishing membership, record
keeping and reporting requirements to enhance the accountability of approved
Parliamentary Friendship Groups.

Definitions
A Parliamentary Friendship Group is:
(a) an all-party group which has been approved by the Presiding Officers to be
recognised as a Parliamentary Friendship Group under this policy, or
(b) other parliamentary groups which have been deemed Parliamentary Friendship
Groups, for not more than one parliamentary term, by the Presiding Officers under
this policy.

2.2

For the purposes of this policy “Presiding Officer” includes a Deputy President or Deputy
Speaker delegated to exercise the authority and responsibilities under this policy for
any period or purpose.

2.3

For the purposes of this policy “Member” is a Member of the NSW Parliament and
“member” is a member of a Parliamentary Friendship Group.

3.
3.1

Approval process
A group may apply to the Presiding Officers for recognition as a Parliamentary
Friendship Group.
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3.2

Applications are to be submitted to both Presiding Officers on the form attached as
Schedule 1. When preparing an application, guidance may be sought from the Usher of
the Black Rod or the Serjeant-at-Arms regarding the requirements of the policy.

3.3

The application must include a list of at least 15 Members who support the application.

3.4

Where it appears that the purpose or proposed activities of a new group might overlap
with an existing Parliamentary Friendship Group covering a country or region, the
application will only be considered if it is supported by at least 15 Members and also
has the support of the relevant consulate.

3.5

Approvals are for the term of the Parliament and will lapse 90 days after the first
meeting of the new Parliament following an election.

3.6

A Parliamentary Friendship Group recognised in the preceding Parliament may apply to
continue in the new Parliament. If an application to continue is received and approved
within 90 days of the commencement of the new Parliament, the Parliamentary
Friendship Group will continue.

4.
4.1

Criteria for approval
To receive approval from the Presiding Officers the Parliamentary Friendship Group
must satisfy all of the following criteria:
(a)

membership is open to all Assembly and Council Members;

(b)

the Parliamentary Friendship Group must be parliamentary in character
(including groups with an interest in the study of Parliament);

(c)

the Parliamentary Friendship Group membership must consist of at least 15
current Members of Parliament;

(d)

the aims and activities of the Parliamentary Friendship Group must be non-party
political, and its membership must consist of representatives of at least 2 political
parties;

(e)

the aims and activities of the Parliamentary Friendship Group must be clearly
defined;

Parliamentary Friendship Groups Policy
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(f)

5.

the Parliamentary Friendship Group must not undertake activities of a commercial
nature (other than obtaining sponsorship for charitable donations).

Inaugural meeting

5.1

Following approval from the Presiding Officers to form a new Parliamentary Friendship
Group, an inaugural meeting must be held in Parliament House on a sitting day to which
all Members are invited with 7 days’ notice. The inaugural meeting is to be chaired by
the President, Speaker, Deputy President or Deputy Speaker.

5.2

At its inaugural meeting the Parliamentary Friendship Group must elect a Chair, and
one or more Deputy Chairs at least one of which must be a Member from a Government
party and one from an Opposition party, and if the Parliamentary Friendship Group
holds a bank account, a Treasurer. Each Parliamentary Friendship Group can decide
whether other positions are to be elected.

5.3

Each Parliamentary Friendship Group must decide whether the office holders hold their
position for the life of the Parliament or are to be elected annually at an Annual General
Meeting of which all members are notified.

5.4

Following the inaugural meeting the Chair must complete and submit to the Presiding
Officers the Inaugural Meeting form, providing details of the members present at the
meeting, office holders elected, financial arrangements, and to confirm compliance
with this policy. When preparing the Inaugural Meeting form, guidance may be sought
from the Usher of the Black Rod or the Serjeant-at-Arms regarding the requirements of
the policy.

6.

Membership of a Parliamentary Friendship Group

6.1

A subscription for membership may be charged, although is not required. If a
subscription is charged the Parliamentary Friendship Group may decide that voting
rights be restricted to financial members.

6.2

A Parliamentary Friendship Group may offer Associate Membership to former
Members, Members’ staff and current Parliamentary Staff. Associate membership may
be offered to former Parliamentary staff with the approval of the Presiding Officers.
Associate members may not hold the office of Chair, Deputy Chair or Treasurer.

6.3

The Presiding Officers may attend any meeting of a Parliamentary Friendship Group.

Parliamentary Friendship Groups Policy
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7.

Conduct of Parliamentary Friendship Groups

7.1

A Parliamentary Friendship Group must use ‘NSW Parliament’, ‘NSW Parliamentary’ or
similar in its title.

7.2

A Parliamentary Friendship Group may use the official crest of the Parliament of New
South Wales on official documentation.

7.3

A Parliamentary Friendship Group may apply for a parliamentary email address with the
name of the Parliamentary Friendship Group used in the email address.

7.4

The activities of a Parliamentary Friendship Group must not confer or be seen to be
conferring a material benefit to a commercial endeavour.

7.5

The Presiding Officers must be notified in writing of any overseas travel to be
undertaken under the auspices of a Parliamentary Friendship Group at least 21 days
prior to departure. The Usher of the Black Rod or the Serjeant-at-Arms will notify DFAT
of the travel arrangements.

8
8.1

Reporting requirements
By 31 March of each year following approval, the Chair must submit a report to the
Presiding Officers covering the calendar year ending 31 December, detailing:
(a)

activities undertaken, including a record of the dates of meetings held,

(b)

details of any bank accounts held and the office holders who are signatories to
those accounts,

(c)

a statement of income received (if any) from subscriptions, sponsorship,
donations or other sources; and of expenditure (a bank statement/s covering the
period would be sufficient),

(d)

the current Members of Parliament that are members of the Parliamentary
Friendship Group at the end of the financial year,

(e)

details of any ‘in kind’ services or gifts received, including hospitality.

Parliamentary Friendship Groups Policy
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8.2

The Presiding Officers must be advised in writing of changes in office holders.

8.3

It is desirable that minutes are taken of all formal meetings held.

8.4

The Presiding Officers will publish on the Parliament's intranet and website under the
‘Members’ section a list of all approved Parliamentary Friendship Groups and a contact
person for each Parliamentary Friendship Group .

8.5

On request, the Usher of the Black Rod and the Serjeant-at-Arms are to allow Members
access to the annual reports of Parliamentary Friendship Groups.

9.

Independence of Parliamentary Friendship Groups

9.1

The office holders of the Parliamentary Friendship Groups are responsible for all
decisions made and all commitments entered into by the Parliamentary Friendship
Groups. The Parliament accepts no responsibility for any liability incurred by activities
of the Parliamentary Friendship Groups.

9.2

Parliamentary Friendship Groups may not draw upon the resources of any of the three
Departments, other than the usual support provided under the Rooms Bookings Policy
for any Member booking a room. No financial resources of any Department are to be
used to contribute to any Parliamentary Friendship Group. However, once the
Parliamentary Friendship Group is approved, a Member's staff may provide
administrative assistance to the activities of the Parliamentary Friendship Group.

9.3

Membership of a Parliamentary Friendship Group by a person who is not a current
Member of either House does not entitle that person to any rights not held by any other
member of the public (for instance they do not have car parking rights, nor are they able
to use the parliamentary crest on business cards).

10. Use of entitlements and benefits
10.1 The Parliamentary Remuneration Tribunal Annual Report and Determination of 20 May
2016, permits additional entitlements, excluding Electoral Allowance, to be used “for
the purpose of facilitating the efficient performance of the Parliamentary duties of
Members”. The guidelines for use of such entitlements includes participation in a
Parliamentary Friendship Group provided that, such group is approved in writing by the
President of the Legislative Council and the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly.
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POL17/02

Page 7 of 8

Issued August 2017

Compliance with this policy is mandatory

Volume 27

288

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

10.2 A condition of ongoing approval of a Parliamentary Friendship Group is that Members
not use additional entitlements to attend sporting events or cultural performances, or
to bestow hospitality at such an event.
10.3 When undertaking activities under the auspices of a Parliamentary Friendship Group,
Members must be mindful of the Code of Conduct for Members and the Members’
Handbook.
10.4 Members are responsible for declaring any benefit they receive as a result of
Parliamentary Friendship Group membership where applicable under the scheme for
disclosure of pecuniary interests.

11. Revocation of approval
11.1 The Presiding Officers reserve the right to jointly revoke approval to any Parliamentary
Friendship Group so long as the Parliamentary Friendship Group is provided the reasons
for the proposed revocation in writing and with 21 days’ notice.
11.2 When issuing a notice of revocation, the Presiding Officers must notify all members of
the Parliamentary Friendship Group. The revocation of approval may be cancelled
where a Parliamentary Friendship Group is able to appropriately mitigate the concerns
of the Presiding Officers.
11.3 Failure to comply with the requirements in 7.5 in relation to undertaking overseas travel
may result in immediate revocation of approval status.

12. Further information
Further information can be obtained from the Usher of the Black Rod or the Serjeant-at-Arms.
The related forms, as listed below, are available separately on the intranet.
• Parliamentary Friendship Group – Application Form
• Parliamentary Friendship Group – Inaugural Meeting Form
• Parliamentary Friendship Group – Reporting Form
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FW: PF Asia Pacific
ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga
<electorateoffice.waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
To:
Nicole Hatton <nicole.hatton@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Date:
Wed, 17 Jun 2015 16:56:29 +1000
Attachments: Parliamentary Friendship Groups policy - including the application form.pdf (1.27 MB)
From:

Hi Nicole
Daryl said to forward to you. He would like you and Patricia Broderick to action urgently.
Margaret.
From: Brian Lindsay
Sent: Thursday, 11 June 2015 4:15 PM
To: Daryl Maguire
Cc: ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga
Subject: PF Asia Pacific

Dear Daryl
Further to our conversation yesterday, the President has advised the Consul General of Korea
this morning that approval to establish a Parliamentary Friends of the Peaceful Reunification of
Korea will not be approved without the support of the Parliamentary Friends of Asia-Pacific. The
President stated that he believed that all the aims and activities of the proposed new group
could be met by the existing PF of Asia Pacific.
The Consul General may now seek to raise the matter with you.
You will likely have received correspondence from the Serjeant-at-Arms regarding the need for
existing Friendship Groups to obtain approval to continue in the new Parliament from the
Presiding Officers. I am advised by the Deputy Usher that as far as she is aware, PF of Asia Pacific,
is yet to submit an application to continue. For your assistance the policy with form at the end is
attached. It’s the same form for new and existing groups, but existing groups only need to
complete certain sections of the form. The form must be received within 90 days of the first
sitting day (which I believe is the start of that LA-only sitting week in early August). I would be
grateful if you or the Secretary of the group could submit the form as soon as possible (it will
make it easier in conversations with the Korean CG if we can confirm that the Asia Pacific group
has been approved to continue in the new Parliament).
Kind regards
Brian
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Parliamentary Friendship Groups Policy
Policy Summary
Status

This policy is current as at April 2015.

Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to provide a framework and guidleines for the approval of
Parliamentary Friendship Groups by the Presiding Officers.

Scope

This policy is applicable to all Members of Parliament.

Availability

This policy is available on the Parliament's intranet.

Policy
Owner

Serjeant-at-Arms, Legislative Assembly
Usher of the Black Rod, Legislative Council

Related
Policies
Review
Process
Approval

Parliamentary Remuneration Tribunal Annual Report and Determination of 11 June
2014.
This policy is to be reviewed each parliament.

The Hon Don Harwin MLO'

The Hon Sh^ley Hancock IWP

President

Speaker

Date
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Parliamentary Friendship Groups Policy
1.

Objects of policy

1.1

The objects of this policy are:
(a)

to provide a framework and guidelines for the approval of Parliamentary
Friendship Groups by the Presiding Officers in accordance with paragraph 1.1.12
of the Parliamentary Remuneration Tribunal Annual report and determination of
11 June 2014, and

(b)

to protect the reputation of the Parliament by establishing membership, record
keeping and reporting requirements to enhance the accountability of approved
Parliamentary Friendship Groups.

2.

Definitions

2.1

A Parliamentary Friendship Group is:
(a) an all-party group which has been approved by the Presiding Officers to be
recognised as a Parliamentary Friendship Group under this policy, or
(b) other parliamentary groups which have been deemed Parliamentary Friendship
Groups, for not more than one parliamentary term, by the Presiding Officers under
this policy.

2.2

For the purposes of this policy "Presiding Officer" includes a Deputy President or
Deputy Speaker delegated to exercise the authority and responsibilities under this
policy for any period or purpose.

2.3

For the purposes of this policy "Member" is a Member of the NSW Parliament and
"member" is a member of a Parliamentary Friendship Group.

3. Approval process
3.1

A group may apply to the Presiding Officers for recognition as a Parliamentary
Friendship Group.
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South Wales

'\^X^J
3.2

Policy Series

Prior to seeking approval for the establishment of a new Parliamentary Friendship
Group, a 'notice of intention' meeting must be held to which all Members are invited
with 7 days' notice.

The meeting should discuss the purpose and activities of the

proposed group, whether associate membership will be allowed and identify potential
office bearers. This meeting must be held in Parliament House on a sitting day.
3.3

Applications are to be submitted to both Presiding Officers on the form attached as
Schedule 1. When preparing an application, guidance may be sought from the Usher
of the Black Rod or the Serjeant-at-Arms regarding the requirements of the policy.

3.4

The application must include a list of at least 5 Members who support the application.

3.5

Where it appears that the purpose or proposed activities of a new group might
overlap with

an

existing

Parliamentary Friendship Group, the views of that

Parliamentary Friendship Group may be sought by the Presiding Officers before
approval is given for the new group to be formed.
3.6

Approvals are for the term of the Parliament and will lapse 90 days after the first
meeting of the new Parliament following an election.

3.7

A Parliamentary Friendship Group recognised in the preceding Parliament may apply
to continue in the new Parliament.

If an application to continue is received and

approved within 90 days of the commencement of the new Parliament, the
Parliamentary Friendship Group

will continue and will not be required to hold a

'notice of Intention' meeting.

4. Criteria for approval
4.1

To receive approval from the Presiding Officers the Parliamentary Friendship Group
must satisfy all of the following criteria:
(a)

membership is open to all Assembly and Council Members;

(b)

the Parliamentary Friendship Group

must be parliamentary in character

(including groups with an interest in the study of Parliament);
(c)

the Parliamentary Friendship Group

membership must consist of at least 5

current Members of Parliament;

Parliamentary Friendship Groups Policy

Page 4 of 11

Issued April 2015

Compliance with this policy is mandatory

Volume 27

295

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

Parliament of New South Wales
\ '^NSW^ / Policy Series

(d)

the aims and activities of the Parliamentary Friendship Group

must be non

party political, and its membership must consist of representatives of at least 2
political parties;
(e)

the aims and activities of the Parliamentary Friendship Group must be clearly
defined;

(f)

the Parliamentary Friendship Group

must not undertake activities of a

commercial nature (other than obtaining sponsorship for charitable donations).

5.
5.1

Inaugural meeting
Following approval from the Presiding Officers to form a new Parliamentary Friendship
Group, an inaugural meeting must be held in Parliament House on a sitting day to
which all Members are invited with 7 days' notice. The inaugural meeting is to be
chaired by the President, Speaker, Deputy President or Deputy Speaker.

5.2

At its inaugural meeting the Parliamentary Friendship Group must elect a Chair, and
one or more Deputy Chairs at least one of which must be a Member from a
Government party and one from an Opposition party, and if the Parliamentary
Friendship Group

holds a bank account a Treasurer. Each Parliamentary Friendship

Group can decide whether other positions are to be elected.
5.3

Each Parliamentary Friendship Group must decide whether the office holders hold
their position for the life of the Parliament or are to be elected annually at an Annual
General Meeting of which all members are notified.

5.4

Following the inaugural meeting, the Presiding Officers must be advised in writing of
the election of the position holders.

6.

Membership of a Parliamentary Friendship Group

6.2

A subscription for membership may be charged, although is not required. If a
subscription is charged the Parliamentary Friendship Group may decide that voting
rights be restricted to financial members.
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Parliament of New South Wales
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•

6.3

1

Wi:

A Parliamentary Friendship Group may offer Associate Membership to Former
Members, Members' staff and current Parliamentary Staff. Associate Membership
may be offered to former Parliamentary staff with the approval of the Presiding
Officers.

Associate members may not hold the office of Chair, Deputy Chair or

Treasurer.

7.

Conduct of Parliamentary Friendship Groups

7.1

A Parliamentary Friendship Group must use 'NSW Parliament', 'NSW Parliamentary' or
similar in its title.

7.2

A Parliamentary Friendship Group may use the official crest of the Parliament of New
South Wales on official documentation.

7.3

A Parliamentary Friendship Group may apply for a parliamentary email address with
the name of the Parliamentary Friendship Group used in the email address.

7.4

The activities of a Parliamentary Friendship Group must not confer or be seen to be
conferring a material benefit to a commercial endeavour.

7.5

The Presiding Officers must be notified in writing of any overseas travel to be
undertaken under the auspices of a Parliamentary Friendship Group at least 21 days
prior to departure. The Usher of the Black Rod or the Serjeant-at-Arms will notify
DFAT of the travel arrangements.

8
8.1

Reporting requirements
By 31 March of each year following approval, the Chair must submit a report to the
Presiding Officers covering the calendar year ending 31 December, detailing:
(a)
(b)

activities undertaken, including a record of the dates of meetings held,
details of any bank accounts held and the office holders who are signatories to
those accounts,

(c)

a statement of income received {if any) from subscriptions, sponsorship,
donations or other sources; and of expenditure (a bank statement/s covering
the period would be sufficient).
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(d)

the current Members of Parliament that are members of the Parliamentary
Friendship Group at the end of the financial year,

(e)

details of any 'In kind' services or gifts received, including hospitality.

8.2

The Presiding Officers must be advised in writing of changes in office holders.

8.3

It is desirable that minutes are taken of all formal meetings held.

8.4

The Presiding Officers will publish on the Parliament's intranet and website under the
'Members' section a list of all approved Parliamentary Friendship Groups and a
contact person for each Parliamentary Friendship Group .

8.5

On request, the Usher of the Black Rod and the Serjeant-at-Arms are to allow
Members access to the annual reports of Parliamentary Friendship Groups.

9.

Independence of Parliamentary Friendship Groups

9.1

The office holders of the Parliamentary Friendship Groups are responsible for all
decisions made and all commitments entered into by the Parliamentary Friendship
Groups. The Parliament accepts no responsibility for any liability incurred by activities
of the Parliamentary Friendship Groups.

9.2

Parliamentary Friendship Groups may not draw upon the resources of any of the three
Departments, other than the usual support provided under the Rooms Bookings Policy
for any Member booking a room. No financial resources of any Department are to be
used to contribute to any Parliamentary Friendship Group. However, once the
Parliamentary Friendship Group

is

approved,

a

Member's staff may provide

administrative assistance to the activities of the Parliamentary Friendship Group.
9.3

Membership of a Parliamentary Friendship Group by a person who is not a current
Member of either House does not entitle that person to any rights not held by any
other member of the public (for instance they do not have car parking rights, nor are
they able to use the parliamentary crest on business cards).
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10. Use of entitlements and benefits
10.1 The Parliamentary Remuneration Tribunal Annual report and determination of 11 June
2014, permits additional entitlements, excluding Electoral Allowance, to be used "for
the purpose of facilitating the efficient performance of the Parliamentary duties of
Members". The guidelines for use of such entitlements incudes participation in a
Parliamentary Group such as the Asia Pacific Friendship Group; provided that, such
group is approved in writing by the President of the Legislative Council and the
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly.
10.2 A condition of ongoing approval of a Parliamentary Friendship Group is that Members
not use additional entitlements to attend sporting events or cultural performances, or
to bestow hospitality at such an event.
10.3 When undertaking activities under the auspices of a Parliamentary Friendship Group,
Members must be mindful of the Code of Conduct for Members and the Members'
Handbook.
10.4

Members are responsible for declaring any benefit they receive as a result of
Parliamentary Friendship Group membership where applicable under the scheme for
disclosure of pecuniary interests.

11. Revocation of approval
11.1 The Presiding Officers reserve the right to jointly revoke approval to any Parliamentary
Friendship Group so long as the Parliamentary Friendship Group is provided the
reasons for the proposed revocation in writing and with 21 days' notice.
11.2 When issuing a notice of revocation, the Presiding Officers must notify all members of
the Parliamentary Friendship Group.

The revocation of approval may be cancelled

where a Parliamentary Friendship Group Is able to appropriately mitigate the concerns
of the Presiding Officers.
11.3 Failure to comply with the requirements in 7.5 in relation to undertaking overseas
travel may result in immediate revocation of approval status.
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12. Further information
12.1 Further Information can be obtained from the Usher of the Black Rod or the Serjeantat-Arms.

The Hon. Don Harwin MLC

The Hon. Shelley Hancock MP

President

Speaker
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Schedule 1: Application form
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PARLIAMENTARY FRIENDSHIP GROUP
APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL

Please refer to the Parliamentary Friendship Groups Policy when completing this form. There are certain
approval criteria set out in section 4 of the policy that must be addressed.
Should you have any queries about how to complete this form, please contact the Usher of the Black Rod
(9230 2976) or the Serjeant-at-Arms (9230 2224).

Application for a new Parliamentary Friendship Group

Application to continue a Parliamentary Friendship Group from the previous Parliament
If you are continuing a Parliamentary Friendship Group from the previous Parliament refer to
section 3.7 in the policy and only complete:
, • Part 1: Contact information
• Part 6: Compliance with the Parliamentary Friendship Group Policy
• Part 7: Signature of Chair
PART 1: CONTAa INFORMATION
Name of Parliamentary Friendship
Group

Postal address

Contact person

Contact person

Contact number

Email address

PART 2: AIMS OF THE PARLIAMENTARY FRIENDSHIP GROUP
Purpose of the Parliamentary Friendship Group
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Activities of the Parliamentary Friendship Group: for example, hosting visiting delegations, fundraising for
charitable activities, liaising with consulates

PART 3: OFFICE HOLDERS
Chair

Deputy Chair

Treasurer

Office holders are elected

Life of the Parliament

Annually

PART 4: CURRENT MEMBERS OF THE PARLIAMENTARY FRIENDSHIP GROUP
Please list all the current Members of the Parliamentary Friendship Group (consisting of at least 5 Members, and
this should include the office holders listed in Part 3)
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PART 5: FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY
Does the Parliamentary Friendship Group have a bank account?

Yes

No

Signatories to the account:

Is there are subscription fee charged?

Yes

No

PART 6: COMPLIANCE WITH THE PARLIAMENTARY FRIENDSHIP GROUP POLICY

I

j I have read the Parliamentary Friendship Group Policy.
The activities and membership of the Parliamentary Friendship Group comply with the Parliamentary
Friendship Group Policy.
I understand the annual reporting requirements in section 8 of the Parliamentary Friendship Group
Policy.
PART 7: SIGNATURE OF CHAIR
Signature of Chair

Date

Please send the application to:
C/- Usher of the Black Rod
Legislative Council
Parliament House
Macquarie Street
SYDNEY NSW 2000

OR

C/- Serjeant-at-Arms
Legislative Assembly
Parliament House
Macquarie Street
SYDNEY NSW 2000

PRESIDING OFFICERS APPROVAL

Hon Don Harwin MLC
President of the Legislative Council

Hon Shelley Hancock MP
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly

Date:

Date:

Volume 27

304

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

Re:
From:
To:
Date:

Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
"zhang, lydia"
@hotmail.com>
Mon, 19 Mar 2012 15:37:41 +1100

Gday I have already advised Barry to visit Shenyang , you should ensure the provincial government invite him now !! . Also we are arranging air
plane tickets to come to Shenyang the meet the Mayor and go to Wuai market , we intend to arrive Friday 4th may and exit Monday 7th May what
dates will Humphry return to Sydney ?
>>> lydia zhang
@hotmail.com> 3/19/2012 3:14 pm >>>
Hi Daryl:
Mark Coure MP suggested to the NSW government to set up office in Shenyang, it was in the newspaper, do you know anything about this. Barry
is visiting Beijing in Sept this year, I think you should suggest this trip including Shenyang, and you need to play a major role in this visit. It is good
that state government understand the importance of Shenyang.
Regards;
Lydia
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Fwd: Re: Suggestioins about cooperation , Bob can you consider and get back
to me
From:
To:
Date:

Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
"Tuck, Bob" < @bigpond.com>, butteredcat01@gmail.com
Wed, 09 May 2012 19:58:02 +1000

>>> ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga 5/7/2012 4:16 pm >>>
>>> chen yongqing <yongqingchen@yahoo.com> 07/05/12 4:08 >>>
Dear Mr. Daryl:
It was my great pleasure of know you and your colleagues in Sydney Hotel yesterday.
As agreed at the meeting, I would like to put up the following suggestions for cooperation for your reference.
As general aviation is the booming business in China, and Shenyang is the leading city for aviation, SAU is appointed by the provincial government
to eduate the students for general aviation. SAU is looking for a partner as APFG for cooperation.
I. SAU and APFG will set up the coopeative programs for educating pilot for private liscences, aircraft maintenance engineers, airport controllers,
aeronautical losgistics engineers, etc, anything that could be related to general aviation. The location is in SAU.
II. SAU will provide the classrooms, facilities, some of the teachers.
III. APFG will provide the curriculum, teaching materials, and some of the teachers.
IV. The initial target of the admission for each year is 1000 students, and will increase according to the market needs.
V. Two sides will discuss the benefits of the program at further meetings.
The similar programs are started by TAFE with Suzhou University, Nanchang Aeroanutical University, and Victoria University with Liaoning
University
Hope you will have a nice trip in China and reply me at your convenience.
Sincerely
Richard Chen
Dean of International Cooperations
Shenyang Aerospace University
No.37 Daoyi South Avenue,Daoyi Development District, Shenyang China 110034
Tel:8624-89724898 Fax:8624-89724298
Mobile:
Http://en.sau.edu.cn
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RE: China trip in July
From:
To:
Date:

Julian McLaren <julian.mclaren@sfg.com.au>
"Hatton, Nicole" <nicole.hatton@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Tue, 19 Jun 2012 10:46:15 +1000

Nicole, you should get my Visa app and passport in today’s mail.

From: Nicole Hatton [mailto:Nicole.Hatton@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Tuesday, 19 June 2012 9:58 AM
To: Julian McLaren
Subject: Re: China trip in July

No Problems,
Daryl advised me you are applying for a Qantas Club Membership. Or have you just applying for a QF
Frequent Flyer?
Nicole
>>> Julian McLaren <Julian.Mclaren@sfg.com.au> 6/17/2012 8:19 pm >>>
Nicole
chat with Daryl. Lock it in. As discussed, we'll leave tuesday. My qantas frequent flier number is
. Did you want for me to send visa application direct to you?
Regards, Julian
Sent from my iPad
On 14/06/2012, at 12:35 PM, "Nicole Hatton" <Nicole.Hatton@parliament.nsw.gov.au> wrote:
Hi Julian,
If you decide to travel we can move the trip by one day and you can travel with Rebecca and
myself on Tuesday, 10 July.
Otherwise, you may want to travel on the next trip and we can deliver the your package to Du
Wei.
Please advise ASAP as I need to start firming up dates.
Regards,
Nicole
>>> Julian McLaren <Julian.Mclaren@sfg.com.au> 6/13/2012 3:55 pm >>>
Hi Nicole
I haven't quite made my final decision on this trip. If I were to go, I would not be able to leave
until Tuesday.
Regards
Julian McLaren, CFP ®
Private Client Adviser
Shadforth Financial Group Limited
julian.mclaren@sfg.com.au | www.sfg.com.au
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P: 02 69317488 F: 02 69317487
Office address: 161-169 Baylis Street, Wagga Wagga NSW 2650
Postal address: PO Box 104, Wagga Wagga NSW 2650
Financial Planning Investment Advice Share Market Trading
Superannuation Funds Lending Insurance

Portfolio Management Services

Self Managed

From: Nicole Hatton [Nicole.Hatton@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Wednesday, June 13, 2012 2:33 PM
To: butteredcat01@gmail.com; gsayer@riverinabec.com.au; Julian McLaren
Subject: China trip in July
Hi All,
I am organising the next trip to China in July.
This is the proposed itinerary:
8 July Sunday:
Sydney to Hangzhou - Daryl/phil/Julian/Graeme
9 July Monday:
Sydney to Hangzhou - Nicole/Rebecca/Sarah
9 July Monday:
Hangzhou
10 July Tuesday:
Phil/Graeme to visit Uni
Daryl/Nicole/Rebecca/Julian visit Yiwu
11 July Wednesday: travel to Shenyang
12 July Thursday:
Drive to Jingzhou - Daryl/Julian/Nicole/Rebecca/Humphrey/Lydia Overnight
Shenyang - Uni Phil/Graeme
13 July Friday:
Travel back to Shenyang PM
14 July Saturday:
Wuai Markets
15 July Sunday:
Wuai markets
Restaurant site - Rebecca/Nicole
16 July Monday:
Shenyang/Beijing - Julian/Rebecca/Nicole/Graeme/Sarah Julian - meeting with Du Wei in Beijing
17 July Tuesday:
Beijing - Great Wall - Nicole/Rebecca
18 July wednesday: Forbidden city/ Square am
Flight to Sydney
16 July Monday:
Shenyang/Sichuan - Daryl/Phil
17 July Tuesday: Chengdu
18 July Wednesday: Flight back to Sydney
You will all need to apply for a Chinese Visa. I have attched the application form.
If you could complete and send back up with Daryl on the weekend for submission next week.
Phil and Julian have already had a visa, so I will only require the form and photo and of course
passport. Graeme I will also require a copy of your drivers licence as well.
Any questions please do not hesitate to contact myself by email or mobile 0404 093 765.
Nicole
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DII Tony Zhang's email address
From:
To:
Date:

"Oton @ Shanghai office" <oton.wu@sydneyaustralia.com.cn>
"Maguire, Daryl" <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Fri, 13 Jul 2012 19:05:39 +1000

Daryl Tony Zhang's email address is tony.zhang@sydneyaustralia.com.cn Oton Wu Regional Director
Destination New South Wales Address: Room 2208, 22/F CI
uare, 1168 Nan
Shanghai. Direct
hai office : 86/21/5292 8833
China mobile:
Australia mobile:
-----邮件原件----- 发件人: D
aguire
[mailto:Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au] 发送时间: 2012年7月13日 11:34 收件人:
oton.wu@sydneyaustralia.com.cn 主题: Re: 答复: Oton to meet MP Daryl Maguire on 13 July G'day
Oton confirming our meeting Pudong 2 pm we will meet in foyer just text me when you arrive Sent from
my iPad On 10/07/2012, at 11:26 AM, "Oton @ Shanghai office" <oton.wu@sydneyaustralia.com.cn>
wrote: > Daryl > > I will be there on 13 July at 1400 then. For the Beef or trade investment matter,
since we have NSW's DII in the same premise and they are specialize for that matter, I would pass on
your question to them upon receiving more info for the arrangement u want to make. > > Oton Wu >
Regional Director > Destination New South Wales > Address: Room 2208, 22/F CITIC Square, 1168
anghai. > Direct Li
office : 86/21/5292 8833
China mobile: >
Australia mobile:
> > > > -----邮件原件----- 发件人: Daryl Maguire
[mailto:Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au] > 发送时间: 2012年7月10日 9:15 > 收件人:
oton.wu@sydneyaustralia.com.cn > 主题: Re: Oton to meet MP Daryl Maguire on 13 July > > Hello
Oton, thanks for your response , I will be giving a speech around lunch time and then attending a lunch
I expect we can meet around 2 pm as we are flying to Shenyang in the afternoon at 5. I am going to
email you some contacts in the Hongchow district I met at Parliament a few weeks ago . > I would like
to arrange for one of my group to meet with them. They are proposing NSW put in a display of
wholesale olds and said they may be in a position to assist with Beef importation licences . I would like
to arrange for one of my group to meet with them if possible or perhaps you could arrange for this to
happen in the
g while I am giving a speech . I will send you the details and we can discuss.
My mobile >
> > Sent from my iPad > > On 09/07/2012, at 12:28 PM, "Oton @ Shanghai
office" > <oton.wu@sydneyaustralia.com.cn> wrote: > >> Mr. Maguire >> >> I would be available to
meet u after your lunch appointment on 13 > July. Pls >> adv the timeslot and I will meet u in Pudong
Shangri-la lobby. >> >> Oton Wu >> Regional Director >> Destination New South Wales >> Address:
Room 2208, 22/F
Square, 1168 Nan J
ai. >> Direct Line i
ce :
86/21/5292 8833
China mobile: >>
Australia mobile:
>> >>
>> >> -----邮件原件
>> 发件人: Daryl Ma
.Maguire@parliam
u] >>
发送时间: 2012年7月6日 11:45 >> 收件人: oton.wu@dnsw.com.au >> 抄送: aca349@163.com;
lydia_zhang@hotmail.com >> 主题: Hello Oton >> >> My name is Daryl Maguire MP Member for
Wagga Wagga and Government Whip > in >> NSW , I am also Chairman of NSW Parliaments Asia
Pacific Friendship > Group . >> I will be in Shanghai to address the Liaoning Provincial Mayors and >
leaders >> , function is hosted by the governor of Lioaning . I am also > travelling to >> Jinzhou to
inspect the world horticultural expo site which I am > encouraging >> NSW to participate in. I would like
to meet you and have a discussion > 13 th >> at pudong shanhgrila hotel after lunch . We fly to
Shenyang that > evening . >> Can you make it to meet me that day ? Kind regards Daryl >> >
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Cl [RI< ASSISTANT, TABLE AND SERJFANl AT ARMS

11 January 2013
File ref: D13/00415
LAG3722-2

Mr Daryl Maguire MP
Chair
Asia Pacific Friendship Group
Government Whip
Member for Wagga Wagga
76 Morgan Street
WAGGA WAGGA NSW 2650

Dear Mr Maguire
You are currently listed as the contact person for the Asia Pacific Friendship Group. This
letter is to advise that according to paragraph 4.5 of the Parliamentary Friendship Group
Policy, the Chair of the Group is required to submit a brief report to the Presiding Officers
detailing:
•

Activities undertaken in the year ended 31 December 2012, including dates of
meetings held;

•

Details of any bank accounts and the signatories to those accounts ;

•

A statement of income received (if any) and of expenditure;

•

The current Members of Parliament who were members of the Group at 31
December 2012.

In accordance w ith the policy, it would be appreciated if this information could be prov ided
by 31 March 2013.
If you have any questions regarding the reporting requirements, or about the policy in
general, please do not hesitate to contact me on 9230 2224.
Yours sincerely

Leslie Gonye
Clerk-Assistant, Table and Serjeant-at-Arms

Parliament House · Macquari e Street · Sydney NSW 2000 · Australia
Phone: (02) 9230 2224 · Fax: (02) 9230 2333 · Email les.gonye@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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NSW PARLIAMENT ASIA PACIFIC FRIENDSHIP GROUP REPORT FOR 2012

For the benefit of our new Members - I would like to briefly cover our involvement with
some of our projects. Because of a subsequent political announcement, it was
disappointing that many of our Members were unable to attend our cocktail party in
March in support of education in East Timor. Because of that I am providing some
background.
Also for the benefit of new Members I would like to mention that we have previously
often lent our support whenever and wherever we could to countries in times of
crisis. Eg . The tsunami.
We also began trade seminars - the inaugural seminar was attended by the Governor
HE Prof Marie Bashier, and the subsequent trade seminar was promoted by The
Solomon Islands.

Teacher Training College, Baucau, East Timor.
When East Timor gained it's Independence in 1999, It was left with no educational
facilities and an illiteracy rate of around 70%. To be able to successfully self govern it
needed to be literate.
The Teacher Training College is the only fully accredited teacher training college in East
Timor and the goal is to train East Timorese to become teachers who will then go out to
teach their fellow East Timorese. The College has long been an interest of the NSW
Parliament APFG . This year another 47 students will graduate with their Bachelor of
Teaching .

On March 28 we held a Cocktail Party in support of the Teacher Training College in
Baucau, East Timor in the Jubilee Room at Parliament House. Guest Speaker was
Hon Tim Fischer AC, Former Deputy Prime Minister. &. Former Australian
Ambassador to the Holy See.
Tim has a particular interest in East Timor having led the delegation to observe the
referendum in East Timor in 1999. A College representative gave an update on
progress at the College. There was a very good attendance and it was a happy and
successful evening.
Although we in the Parliament cannot adequately fundraise - what we can hope to do
is to run a successful and informative function such to attract and interest people who
are in a position to give financial and structural assistance - and I believe we have
been successful in that direction.
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,
In April the Executive of the NSW Parliament APFG met with the Principal of the
Teacher Training College, during a visit to Sydney - when the Executive had the
opportunity to be brought up to date first hand re students and education , and discuss
the teaching and developments at the College, and progress in the construction of new
teaching rooms ,
Another 47 students have graduated this year with their Bachelor of Teaching .
I have received a briefing on the college dated 4 November, which I would like to
circulate to you , for your information.

PAMA Orphanage - Thailand .
At the request of the APFG executive, I have remained on the Committee for the
PAMA Orphanage in Chantaburi, Thailand which was under our patronage and I had
concerns in it's administration - of a new venture.
Though the Orphanage building was near to completion , my concern Was in the
difficulties being encountered in the proper selection process of live in staff. Also I
was concerned that financial accountability was adequate. It is one of the difficulties in
helping overseas facilities but without the ability to carry out proper oversight.
After much negotiation, the property has now been transferred to Hands Across the
Water Thailand Foundation, Chairman , Peter Baines. Peter was with the Forensic Dept
of the NSW Police for 20 years and led the Forensics team to Thailand in 2005 during
the tsunami - working in and around Phuket identifying victims and returning them to
their families. At that time he became connected to orphans from the tsunami resulting in the formation of orphanages and Hands Across the Water.
PAMA will now operate through Hands Across The Water. In conjunction with
COSA.
COSA stands for - The Children's Organisation of Southeast Asia - an international
organization which works towards the prevention of Child Trafficking and sexual
exploitation within the Northern regions of Thailand. The centre will be jointly funded by
Hands/PAMA and COSA.
The children will be under the legal guardianship of COSA.
In recent weeks Peter Baines. And Dr Abbey (founder of PAMA) have visited the Hill
Tribes Communities north of Chiang Mai, working to provide a safe haven for
vulnerable children. - PAMA House in Chantaburi will become a home for girls
whose current existence is one that can't be tolerated or ignored
It has been a continued and tireless effort to reach this Present situation and I am
really happy to report this result.
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BALI HATI school. Bali
The Bali Hati school has been taken over by another group in Bali. Our associate in
Sydney no longer has the direct contact - and shared the concerns that financial
accountability should be Transparent

Our efforts have been working towards transparent accountability on the use of APFG
funds.
The APFG has been examining processes to ensure that monies raised are being spent
for maximum benefit for the "clients"; evaluating the results of the current projects to
better inform
and develop future fundraising projects/goals for the NSW Parliament APFG .

Over these past few years - a lot of the projects we have undertaken have yielded great
results And that leads me to thank each one of you for your support - I know that there are
times when commitments are tight - but you still come and give us your support.
For my part I have always believed that it is Australia who should be supporting the
That remains my focus.
small nations around us, and not leave it to other interests.
- the APFG still has things to do and is committed to developing new projects and
fundraising that will really assist the people
- where we would hope that our efforts might assist substantially.
Patricia Broderick
Special Projects Officer
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Asia Pacific Friendship Group
TITLE LAST NAME

Hon

Mr
Hon
Mr
Ms
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Hon
Hon
Hon
Ms
Hon
IYII

Dr
Mr
Mr
Hon
Mr
Hon
Mr

Mr
Mr
Hon
Mr
Mr
Mrs
Hon
Mr
Mr
Mr
----

Mr
Hon
Hon
Mr
Hon
Mrs

Ajaka MLC
Ayres MP
Berejiklian MP
Bromhead MP
Burney MP
Casuscelli MP
Conolly MP
Cornwell MP
Coure MP
Doyle MP
Edwards MP
Elliott MP
Evans MP
Fazio MLC
Ficarra MLC
Foley MLC
Gibbons MP
Harwin MLC
Hornery MP
Kean MP
Lee MP
Lynch MP
MacDonald
Maclaren-Jones MLC
Maguire MP
Moselmane MLC
Notlev-Smith MP
O'Dea
Owen MP
Parker MP
Patterson MP
Pe.rrottet MP
Perry MP
Primrose MLC
Rohan MP
Rowell MP
Sidoti MP
Soence MP
Tebbutt MP
Toole MP
Veitch MLC
Voltz MLC
Ward MP
Westwood MLC
w1111amsMP

FIRSTNAME
John·
Stuart
Gladys
stephen
linda
Charles
Kevin
Andrew
Mark
Bryan
Garry
David
Lee
Amanda
Marie
Luke
Melanie
Don
Sonia
Matt
Geoff
Paul
Scot
Natasha
Daryl
Shaoquette
Bruce
Jonathon
Tim
Robyn
Chris
Dominic
Barbara
Peter
Andrew
Jai
John
Chris
Carmel
Paul
Mick
Lynda
Gareth
Helen
Leslie

POSITION

Secretary

Chair

Treasurer

I
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Phone

Member of the Legislative Council
Member for Penrith
Member for Willoughby
Member for Myall Lakes
Member for Canterbury
Member for Strathfield
Member for Riverstone
Member for Charlestown
Member for Oatley
Member for Campbelltown
Member for Swansea
Member for Baulkham Hills
Member for Heathcote
Member of the Legislative Council
Member of the Legislative Council
Member of the Legislative Council
Member for Meriai
Member of the Legislative Council
Member for Wallsend
Member for Hornsby
Member for Parramatta
Member for Liverpool
Member of the Legislative Council
Member of the Legislative Council
Member for Wa1:ma Wa!l!la
Member of the Legislative Council
Member for CoOQee
Member for Davidson
Member for Newcastle
Member for Maitland
Member for Camden
Member for Castle Hill
Member for Auburn
Member of the Legislative Council .
Member for Smithfield
Member for Wollondilly
Member for Drummoyne
Member for The Entrance
Member for Marrickville
Member for Bathurst
Member of the Legislative Council
Member of the Le!lislative Council
Member for Kiama
Member of the Legislative Council
Member tor Port Macquarie

Lib
Lib
Lib
Nat
ALP
Lib
Lib
Lib
Lib
Lib
Lib
Lib
Lib
ALP
Lib
ALP
Lib
Lib
ALP
Lib
Lib
ALP
Lib
Lib
Lib
ALP
Lib
Lib
Lib
Lib
Lib
Lib
ALP
ALP
lib
Lib
Lib
lib
ALP
Nat
ALP
ALP
Lib
ALP
Nat
I
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Report of the Asia Pacific Friendship Group for 2012.
• Office Holders

Chair:
Treasurer:
Secretary:

Daryl Maguire MP
Jonathan O'Dea MP
Mark Coure MP

• Activities undertaken in the year ended 31 December 2012
Australia and NSW's trade and cultural relationship with our neighbours in Asia and the
Pacific are important. For example, the trade relationship between China and Australia is
currently valued at more than $US110 billion. The Asia -Pacific Friendship Group develops
relationships with representatives of NSW and representatives from nations throughout the
Asia-Pacific region, with a move to develop deeper links with our close neighbours for the
benefit of NSW. This is also underpinned by the many local communities with strong ties to
countries of the Asia - Pacific region.

Throughout 2012, the Asia-Pacific Friendship Group ran a number of events to raise the
profile of the group. In general terms these included:
•
•
•
•
•

Welcoming a number of consulate missions;
Participation in a large number of consular functions;
Members participating in meetings and briefings for visiting Parliamentary
delegations;
Funding raising activities;
On 21 November 2012 Christmas Drinks were held in the Government Party
Room from 5-7pm for members of the Asia Pacific Parliamentary Friendship Group
and Consuls.

Moreover, the group itself has generated interest from a number of Parliamentarians, both
current and former. This interest highlights the important relationship NSW has with the
Asia-Pacific region and is something acknowledged by all members.
The Friendship Group is building towards more deeper and enduring relationships with
various nations in the Asia-Pacific region.
• Details of bank accounts and the signatories of those accounts
Mr Daryl Maguire MP and Mr Jonathan O'Dea MP
• Statement of income received
Please find attached.
• Current members of parliament who are members of the group at 31 December
2012
Please find attached.
5. Treasurer's report:
The balance of the APFG as at 31 December 2012 was$????.
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6. Secretary's report:
45 members belong to the APFG, with 6 new members joining during 2012.

The executive held X meetings during the year on [dates]????
7. General Business:
The assistance and support provided on a voluntary basis by Patricia Broderick is
acknowledged and greatly appreciated.

Mark Coure MP
Secretary
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28

th

November 2013

Ms Rhonda Miller
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly
NSW Parliament House
Macquarie Street
SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Clerk,

Report of the Asia Pacific Friendship Group for 2012.
• Office Holders

Chair:
Treasurer:
Secretary:

Daryl Maguire MP
Jonathan O'Dea MP
Mark Coure MP

• Activities undertaken in the year ended 31 December 2012
Australia and NSW's trade and cultural relationship with our neighbours in Asia and the
Pacific are important. For example, the trade relationship between China and Australia is
currently valued at more than $US110 billion. The Asia -Pacific Friendship Group develops
relationships with representatives of NSW and representatives from nations throughout the
Asia-Pacific region, with a move to develop deeper links with our close neighbours for the
benefit of NSW. This is also underpinned by the many local communities with strong ties to
countries of the Asia - Pacific region.

Throughout 2012, the Asia-Pacific Friendship Group ran a number of events to raise the
profile of the group. In general terms these included:
•
•
•
•
•
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Welcoming a number of consulate missions;
Participation in a large number of consular functions;
Members participating in meetings and briefings for visiting Parliamentary
delegations;
Funding raising activities;
On 21 November 2012 Christmas Drinks were held in the Government Party
Room from 5-7pm for members of the Asia Pacific Parliamentary Friendship Group
and Consuls.
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Moreover, the group itself has generated interest from a number of Parliamentarians, both
current and former. This interest highlights the important relationship NSW has with the
Asia-Pacific region and is something acknowledged by all members.
The Friendship Group is building towards more deeper and enduring relationships with
various nations in the Asia-Pacific region.
• Details of bank accounts and the signatories of those accounts
Mr Daryl Maguire MP and Mr Jonathan O'Dea MP
• Statement of income received
Please find attached.
• Current members of parliament who are members of the group at 31 December

2012
Please find attached.

s. Treasurer's report:
The balance of the APFG as at 31 December 2012 was $2,836.83.
6. Secretary's report:
45 members belong to the APFG, with 6 new members joining during 2012.

The executive held X meetings during the year on [dates]????
7. General Business:
The assistance and support provided on a voluntary basis by Patricia Broderick is
acknowledged and greatly appreciated.

MARK COURE MP
Member for Oatley
Secretary I Asia Pacific Friendship Group
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FW: International Visiting Delegation from China - 15 April
2013
From:
To:
Cc:
Date:
Attachments:

Rebecca Cartwright <rebecca.cartwright@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
@gmail.com
Wed, 03 Apr 2013 15:14:37 +1100
Confirm details of the official meetings.docx (33.14 kB); Twinning review (to June
2012).docx (414.31 kB); 120720 Solomon Islands briefing.docx (5.21 MB)

I have been asked about this visiting delegation to meet with the Minister for Health and a
luncheon on the 15 April – I take this is a separate luncheon and if so I am I organising this lunch
at Parliament. Wanted to ask you before speaking to Lydia as have no idea what she will come
out with… The Minister cannot attend but the can have representatives to meet with the
Delegation.
I have cc my personal email in case you need to email me after working hours - I will see it as it
comes to my phone too.
Attached is an updated program for you and a brief re the Twinning’s and Solomon Is not sure if
you wanted them now.
Cheers Becky
From: Zarina Begum (SCHN) [mailto:zarina.begum@health.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Wednesday, 3 April 2013 2:55 PM
To: Rebecca Cartwright
Subject: FW: International Visiting Delegation from China - 15 April 2013
Importance: High

Re-sending
ZB
From: Zarina Begum (SCHN)
Sent: Wednesday, 3 April 2013 2:53 PM
To: 'rebecca.cargwright@parliament.nsw.gov.au'
Cc: MCKENDRICK, Claire (cmcke@doh.health.nsw.gov.au); 'Andrew.Kirk@minister.nsw.gov.au'
Subject: International Visiting Delegation from China - 15 April 2013
Importance: High
Dear Rebecca
I am glad to hear that you are the primary contact to arrange visit for international delegation on behalf
of . Daryl Maguire. Please find correspondence (read below) in relation to the China visit. Appreciate if
you can update me regarding the lunch at the parliament house .We are happy to arrange
representatives from MOH to have lunch with the visiting delegation at the parliament house. Let me
know if you need my assistance.
I look forward to hear from you.
Zarina Begum
Special Projects Manager | Community Relations and Marketing
Protocol and Overseas Visitors Program (OVP)
Cnr Hawkesbury Road and Hainsworth Street, Westmead NSW 2145
Tel 02 9845 3492 | Fax 02 9845 3829 | Mob
| zarina.begum@health.nsw.gov.au
www.health.nsw.gov.au
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From: MCKENDRICK, Claire [mailto:cmcke@doh.health.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Wednesday, 3 April 2013 12:58 PM
To: Zarina Begum (SCHN)
Subject: FW:

Hi Zarina,
I’ll give you a call now to discuss
Kind regards
Claire

From: Andrew Kirk [mailto:Andrew.Kirk@minister.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Wednesday, 3 April 2013 12:27 PM
To: MCKENDRICK, Claire; NOBLE, Shaune
Cc: Teresa Anderson
Subject: FW:

Claire/Shaune
Is the MoH able to assist with logistics for this delegation?
I have cc’d Teresa Anderson as they wish to visit RPA.
Andrew Kirk
Chief of Staff
Office of the Hon Jillian Skinner MP
Minister for Health
Minister for Medical Research
_________________________________________________

Level 31, Governor Macquarie Tower, 1 Farrer Place, Sydney NSW 2000
Email: Andrew.Kirk@minister.nsw.gov.au
Mobile:
GMT: 9228 5229
Parliament: 9230 3080

From: lydia zhang [mailto
@hotmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, 2 April 201
M
To: Andrew Kirk
Cc: daryl maguire; humphrey@aca-capital.com
Subject:

Dear Mr Kirk:
The CEO of Shenyang Fifth hospital is visiting Sydney on the 15th April, they wish to
visit Royal Prince Alfred Hospital in the morning 8;30am to 10am. Shenyang government is
building an international hospital, inviting an advance foreign hospital to be their strategic
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partner. The reason for the visit is to seeking opportunity for co-operation.
Shenyang Fifth People's hospital established in 1956, the hospital has 800 beds and 55
departments. It also responsible for 33 national research topic. The total employee of the
hospital is 1420, 93% are professionals including 277 professors. The hospital also provides
teaching facility to Dalian medical University and Shenyang Medical University to produce
medical professionals. The total revenue for the hospital is more than $46 million Australia
dollars per year.
It will be total 5 people visit your hospital, they are :
Mr Yian, Director of Tiexi district
Mr Su, Deputy minster of Health department
Mr Ma, CEO of The Fifth People's hospital.
Lydia Zhang ACA capital Investment Pty Ltd
Translator
After the hospital visit, we would like to return to Parliament house to joint a lunch function
organising by Mr Daryl Maguire . We wish to meet leaders of hospital and Health minister
to express our interest for co-operation. We can arrange the invitation for the lunch function
if you would organise minister and other colleagues 's time.
Quality Health service has very strong demand in China. Shenyang city has 9 consulate
office and more than 10,000 foreigners working and living in the city , the province has more
than 40 million population. The market of high quality health service is just opening, this is
a very good opportunity to export NSW health service to China as well as many posibilities
like staff exchange to solve hospital staff shortages.
Thanks again for your assistance, your help is highly appreciated .
regards;
Lydia Zhang

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
This email has been scanned for the NSW Ministry of Health by the Websense Hosted Email Security System.
Emails and attachments are monitored to ensure compliance with the NSW Ministry of health's Electronic Messaging Policy.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Disclaimer: This message is intended for the addressee named and may contain confidential information.
If you are not the intended recipient, please delete it and notify the sender.
Views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender, and are not necessarily the views of the NSW Ministry of Health.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
This email has been scanned for the NSW Ministry of Health by the Websense Hosted Email Security System.
Emails and attachments are monitored to ensure compliance with the NSW Ministry of Health's Electronic Messaging Policy.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity
to whom they are addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, please delete it and notify the sender.

Views expressed in this message and any attachments are those of the individual
sender, and are not necessarily the views of The Sydney Children's Hospitals
Network
This note also confirms that this email message has been virus scanned and although
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no computer viruses were detected, The Sydney Children's Hospitals Network
accepts no liability for any consequential damage resulting from email containing
computer viruses.
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Date

Time

CPA Delegation

3 April 2013

1:00 pm

Mr Daryl Maguire MP, Member
for Wagga Wagga and Sir Trevor
Garland

4 April 2013

1:30 pm

Mr Daryl Maguire MP, Member
for Wagga Wagga and Sir Trevor
Garland

5 April 2013

1:00 pm

TBC
Tomorrow

TBC

Volume 27

SI leaders to meet

Venue for
meeting

Comments/Contact

Henderson
International
Airport

Arrival from Brisbane on
Solomon Airlines Flight IE 701

Speaker of National
Parliament Sir Allan
Kemakeza

Speakers Lounge
National
Parliament
Building

Check Executive Personal
Secretary (EPS ) to Speaker
,Ms Freda Rifasia ,ph 28520

Mr Daryl Maguire MP, Member
for Wagga Wagga and Sir Trevor
Garland

Govt Whip Hon Steve
Abana

Paul Tovua
Complex
National
Palriament.

Check Executive Personal
Secretary to Prime Minister
Ms Lemu Darcy ,
ph 22202/20609

Mr Daryl Maguire MP, Member
for Wagga Wagga and Sir Trevor
Garland

Hon Elijah Doro Muala
Minister of Commerce
,Industries ,Labour and
Immigration

Suzie just
confirmed that
Minister
Doromuala will
leave for overseas
tomorrow and
DPM will be the
caretaker Minister
but he will arrive
on 2/4/13. So she
(Suzie) advised
that she will
confirm that
appointment
either on 2/4 or
3/4/13.

Check Executive Personal
Secretary to Minister of
Commerce ,Industries ,Labour
and Immigration Ms Susie
Wale, ph 22856
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8 April 2013

10:00 am

Mr Daryl Maguire MP, Member
for Wagga Wagga and Sir Trevor
Garland

Hon Samuel Manetoali
Minister of Culture and
Tourism

5 April 2013

8:45 am

Mr Daryl Maguire MP, Member
for Wagga Wagga and Sir Trevor
Garland

Hon Charles Sigoto
Minister of Health and
Medical Services

Minister of Health
and Medical
Services Office,
Ministry of Health
and Medical
Services

Check Executive Personal
Secretary to Minister of
Health and Medical Services
Ms Margaret Kisita - 20830

5 April 2013

8:30 am

Mr Daryl Maguire MP, Member
for Wagga Wagga and Sir Trevor
Garland

Hon Gordon Darcy Lilo,
Prime Minister of
Solomon Islands

Prime Minister
Lounge, Paul
Tovua Complex,
National
Parliament.

Check Executive Personal
Secretary to Prime Minister
Ms Lemu Darcy ,
ph 22202/20609
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TBC

Check Executive Personal
Secretary to Minister of
Culture and Tourism, Ms Lilly
Tinoni28603/7637667/7495855
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Twinning – the experience of the New South Wales, Bougainville and Solomon Islands
parliaments.
(This is a revised and updated version of a paper presented at the Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association conference held in London in June 2011)

Introduction
All state and territory parliaments within the Australia region of the Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association are twinned with one or more parliaments in the Pacific region. The
Australian Parliament and the New Zealand Parliament are not twinned with any specific
parliament but provide support to the other twinning relationships.
The New South Wales Parliament has a partnership arrangement with the parliaments of the
Autonomous Region of Bougainville (the Bougainville House of Representatives) and Solomon
Islands (the National Parliament of Solomon Islands).

The National Parliament of Solomon Islands, Honiara; Bougainville House of Representatives, Buka; New South Wales Parliament, Sydney.

The New South Wales Parliament applied for and has received funding to support the
partnership arrangements from the Australian Agency for International Development (AusAID),
under its Pacific Public Sector Linkages Program. The funding, for a three year period to April
2013, allows practical support for strengthening the parliaments of Bougainville and Solomon
Islands, through staff placements, secondments and other activities.
The New South Wales Parliament's current activities with the National Parliament of Solomon
Islands and the Bougainville House of Representatives are the latest development in a long
tradition of participating in training and development projects aimed at supporting parliamentary
democracy in the Asia-Pacific region and beyond.
In this paper, the twinning arrangements between the three parliaments are examined. The
purpose of the paper is to share the lessons learnt and the experience gained after the first two
years of the funded twinning arrangements, for the benefit of those parliaments undertaking
similar funded arrangements in their own region. The paper is timely as the Australian
Parliament recently applied for and received funding under the Pacific Public Sector Linkages
Program to support activities between most of the Pacific parliaments and their Australian
counterparts.

1
Volume 27

325

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT
E17-0144-AS-2-16-PR-0002

Twinning explained
The genesis of the twinning concept
The idea of close relations between parliaments and sharing of expertise and support existed
before the CPA formalised twinning arrangements between specific parliaments. The NSW
Parliament, for example, has provided technical assistance and support to parliaments within the
region for many years, from East Timor to the Cook Islands. This assistance has usually been at
the request of the CPA or other organisations such as the Centre for Democratic Institutions
and the United Nations. A particular concentration of activity between the NSW Parliament and
the Solomon Islands developed following the commencement of the United Nations
Development Program's Parliamentary Strengthening Project in Solomon Islands in 2004, an
initiative arising in conjunction with the Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands. These
activities, however, did not occur within a formalised and structured arrangement between
specific parliaments that would allow for a strategic approach to capacity building and
development within parliaments.
The impetus for the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association developing formal liaisons
between specific parliaments arose from the success of twinning arrangements between the
Scottish Parliament and Malawi in 2005, as part of a broader Government to Government
twinning arrangement. Within Australia and the Pacific, a number of twinning-like arrangements
were already in existence – between Tasmania and Samoa, and between Western Australia and
the Cook Islands, for example, as well as between NSW and Solomon Islands.
At a meeting in Cyprus in April 2007 the CPA Executive Committee approved and
recommended to Branches the twinning concept. The Secretary-General of the Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association wrote to all branches world-wide in June 2007 encouraging them to
enter into twinning arrangements.
The CPA Australian Region agreed in principle to the suggestion and formalised a list at a July
2007 meeting of the Management Committee, drawing on the existing ties between Australia and
the Pacific Regions as a foundation. Over the following twelve months Australian Branches
formed their own twinning arrangements and the list was confirmed in July 2008.
The NSW Parliament's twinned parliaments of Solomon Islands and Bougainville are an example
of the way in which existing ties were used as a basis for the new twinning arrangements.
Ongoing activity with the Solomon Islands parliament in the period before the twinning concept
was formalised made that parliament an obvious choice, and the geographical proximity of the
Autonomous Region of Bougainville (which until autonomy had been the North Solomons
Province of Papua New Guinea) and socio-cultural similarities made this new parliament a good
fit.1

However, the geographical proximity on a map does not equate to easy travel between the two parliaments – travel
from Buka to Honiara involves transit through Port Moresby, a considerable back-tracking made necessary by a lack
of direct air links between Bougainville and its near neighbour.
1

2
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Rationale and objectives
The rationale for twinning arrangements between specific parliaments, rather than between
regions as a whole, is to lend a structure to the previously ad hoc nature of placements and
attachments within the region and to allow enduring professional relationships to develop
between the twinned parliaments.
The objectives of the CPA's twinning arrangements are succinctly stated in the partnership
agreements signed between twinned parliaments:
... to promote collaboration, cooperation and understanding between the [Bougainville
House of Representatives/National Parliament of Solomon Islands] and the Parliament
of New South Wales for the mutual benefit of both parliaments.2
The partnership agreements also provide guidance as to the kinds of activities that might lead to
the development of 'friendly relations' between the parliaments:
a. Exchanges of information regarding the work of the two parliaments and on
matters of common interest;
b. Training activities between the parliaments that promote parliamentary
development;
c. Exchanges of visits between the two parliaments as a means of fostering links
between parliamentarians and parliamentary staff; and
d. Meetings between representatives of the parliaments at conferences or seminars
they may attend.
These broad guidelines allow individual twinning arrangements to be tailored to meet the needs
of specific parliaments.
Twinning in the Australia and Pacific
Only state and territory parliaments within Australia are twinned with Pacific parliaments. The
Australian and New Zealand parliaments provide over-arching support to the twinned
parliaments. The scale of the Australian and New Zealand parliaments is much larger than
Pacific parliaments and makes comparisons harder – although one of the clear lessons from the
first stages of the twinning arrangements between NSW, Solomon Islands and Bougainville is the
importance of acknowledging the different scale and resources of the different parliaments as
even State and Territory parliaments are typically larger (in staffing) and better resourced than
their counterparts.

Text taken from the Parliamentary Partnership Agreements signed between the Bougainville House of
Representatives and NSW and the National Parliament of Solomon Islands in November 2009. A formal signing
ceremony was held in both Bougainville (July 2010) and Solomon Islands (July 2011), with the Presiding Officers of
the parliaments publicly signing the Agreement.
2
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The twinning arrangements in Australia and the Pacific are:
Australian Capital Territory - Kiribati
New South Wales - Bougainville and Solomon Islands
Northern Territory and Norfolk Island - Niue
Queensland - Papua New Guinea and Vanuatu
South Australia - Tonga
Victoria - Fiji, Nauru and Tuvalu
Tasmania - Samoa
Western Australia - Cook Islands

Map showing Australia and Pacific Regions

Map of Australia and Pacific region. The Autonomous Region of Bougainville is to the west of the Solomon Islands.

CPA Twinning and 'the Twinning project'
The CPA twinning arrangements are whole-of-parliament arrangements, involving Members and
staff alike. Senior staff of the NSW Parliament, with impetus from the then Project Manager of
the Solomon Islands Parliamentary Strengthening Program and with the support of the then
Presiding Officers, decided that there was merit in making the institution of parliament a focus,
on the grounds that while Members come and go (in the case of Bougainville and Solomon
Islands at a high rate of turnover – some 50% in Solomon Islands elections, and 70% at the
most recent Bougainville election), the institution remains. A strong institution with experienced,
capable and confident staff working in a well-resourced environment will support Members as
they perform their role.
4
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One potential limitation to the twinning arrangements between the parliaments is a common one
– resources. The NSW Parliament's primary responsibility is to support the two Houses (the
Legislative Assembly and Legislative Council) and its resources are necessarily directed to that
end. Opportunities to support activities with twinned parliaments have been limited to those
situations where a third party organisation has been able to provide funding (the Centre for
Democratic Institutions, World Bank and UNDP, for example) or in rare situations where there
is funding available within the internal Parliament budget. This is a common problem even for
relatively well-resourced parliaments such as Australian state and territory parliaments, which are
not immune from the need for budget discipline and efficiency dividends. Costs associated with
twinning activities can be substantial – a typical staff attachment, for example, requires flights,
accommodation, living allowance, medical costs and sometimes vehicle hire, not cheap options
in the region. The NSW Parliament decided it needed a more secure source of dedicated funding
to support the kinds of activities required.
AusAID is the Australian Government's development aid agency. One of its initiatives is the
Pacific Public Sector Linkages Program, intended to support links between public sector agencies
within the region. The NSW Parliament applied for and received funding from the Pacific Public
Sector Linkages Program for a three year period, from April 2010 to April 2013. The conditions
attached to funding provided through the Pacific Public Sector Linkages Program mean that
activities conducted using the funding must be directed at institution strengthening and capacity
building among staff.
The proposal put to AusAID by the NSW Parliament was for an initial three-year period, with
some costs met by the NSW Parliament and its twinned parliaments (mostly 'in kind' costs –
staff time) and the majority of funding to be provided by AusAID. AusAID approved the
proposal and agreed to provide $844,356 (exclusive of Goods and Services Tax of 10%) over the
three year period. The funds are not equally distributed over the three-year period, reflecting the
need to prepare activities carefully before implementing them, and reflecting a proposed
'twinning conference' to diffuse the lessons of the twinning agreements to other parliaments in
the region. The AusAID rules specify that funds cannot be used to recruit staff in the Pacific
parliaments, but can and have been used to recruit a NSW-based project coordinator.
The process of applying for and receiving the funding was time-consuming and meticulous.
Preparations began in 2009 with an initial application in June 2009 (the Activity Concept). Once
the Activity Concept was approved, a more comprehensive application was submitted in
December 2009 (the Activity Details). A final funding agreement was signed in April 2010, at
which point twinning activities could commence. The funding process involved extensive liaison
with the partner parliaments to identify priorities and objectives, and with third party
organisations with an active interest in the region – organisations such as the UNDP/RAMSI in
the Solomon Islands, the CPA's Australian and Pacific region secretaries, the Public Sector
Governance and Accountability Research Centre (formerly based at La Trobe University, now
Deakin University), and the Australian National University based Centre for Democratic
Institutions. This extensive liaison has provided a good foundation for future collaboration
between parties with similar objectives in the region.

5
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Funds from the 'Twinning project' are principally directed toward staff secondments and
attachments – capacity building among staff of the twinned parliaments is the primary means by
which the objective of a strong parliamentary institution can be met. An example of the capacity
building model envisaged at the time of the project's inception is provided below. The example is
based on the Bougainville House of Representative’s priority to expand the capacity of the
Office of the Clerk:










An initial placement of a relevant (experienced and with excellent communication skills)
NSW Parliament staff member in the Bougainville House of Representatives to work
closely with the Bougainville Office of the Clerk. During the placement, the NSW
Parliament staff member will work with the Bougainville Clerk to identify the immediate
needs of the Office of the Clerk and will develop a secondment program for the
Bougainville staff member identified.
The NSW Parliament staff member, on their return to NSW, will then work with the
project coordinator and senior staff of the NSW Parliament to ensure the secondment
program is effective.
During the secondment, the Bougainville staff member will be an integral part of one of
the Procedure Offices of the NSW Parliament and will be expected to meet work targets,
gaining practical experience, and will participate in a formal mentoring program. The
NSW Parliament staff member and the Bougainville staff member will work together to
develop an achievable action plan to expand the Bougainville Office of the Clerk once
the secondment has concluded.
Following the secondment the Bougainville staff member will maintain professional
relationships with the NSW Parliament through the formal mentoring network and will
deliver training to Bougainville parliamentary staff and members on parliamentary
practices and procedures, while implementing the action plan in conjunction with the
support of senior Bougainville parliament staff.
A follow-up placement of the NSW Parliament staff member some time after the
conclusion of the secondment may be necessary to support the Bougainville staff
member in implementing the action plan.

This capacity building model was designed to ensure that any secondments (of staff from the
two Pacific parliaments) followed a program that had been tailored to meet the specific needs
and take account of the resource limitations of the parliament from which the staff member had
been seconded. Sending a NSW Parliament staff member over for an attachment prior to the
secondment serves a number of important functions – it gives direct exposure to the actual work
conditions and expectations in the Pacific parliament; it provides an opportunity for delivering
training to a large number of staff; it improves relationships between individuals and thus
strengthens the links between the parliaments in the long term.
As this paper will reveal, this capacity-building model was tried and found to have limitations
that have been addressed in subsequent activities.
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Background to the three parliaments
The NSW Parliament is a well established, well resourced bicameral parliament in a country with
a long tradition of parliamentary democracy. The National Parliament of Solomon Islands and
the Bougainville House of Representatives are considerably newer unicameral institutions in
countries which have only relatively recently adopted parliamentary democracy as a form of
social organisation.
Table comparing the three twinned parliaments

Name of
parliament
Number of houses
Number of
members
Number of staff

Sitting days per
year
Annual budget (A$)

New members at
last election

New South Wales

Solomon Islands

New South Wales
Parliament
Bicameral – Legislative
Assembly and
Legislative Council
134 members (41 in
Legislative Council, 93
in Legislative
Assembly)
595 staff
185 (Department of
Parliamentary Services)
90 (LC - 51 are
Secretary/Research
Assistants to Members)
320 (LA - 253 are
Electorate officers)
(from 2009-2010
Annual reports)
64 (LA)
51 (LC)
(from 2009-2010
Annual reports)
A$121 million
(net cost of services
2009-2010)

National Parliament of
Solomon Islands
Unicameral

33 of 93 (LA)
35% new members
9 of 21 (LC – only half
elected every election)
21% new members

Autonomous Region of
Bougainville
Bougainville House of
Representatives
Unicameral

50 (including an
indirectly elected
Speaker)

41 (including an indirectly
elected Speaker)

71 (including 10 staff at
Opposition and
Independent offices)

25

115 (in 2010)

12 days (approx)

A$3.11 million (approx SI$23,670,796.20) (2010)
A$5.47 million (approx SI$38,306,339) (2011)
includes offices of
Opposition and of
Independent Group
22 out of 50
44% new members

A$2.5 million (approx K6 million)

34 out of 41 (including
President and Speaker)
83% new members

Sources: 2010 Annual Reports (NSW Parliament); National Parliament Office (Solomon Islands), Office of the
Clerk (Bougainville)

One significant difference between the parliaments is the very strong party system within New
South Wales that effectively provides organisational support and education to its members (once
they are elected) in parliamentary practices and procedures – at least to the extent that they are
needed to meet the party's objectives. While there are party systems within both Solomon Islands
7
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and Bougainville, these parties typically do not have an organisational structure and are often no
more than a loose and changing alliance of individual members. This fact, combined with the
very high turnover of new members, means that individual members only have the staff of the
parliament to look to for support and advice in the pursuit of their legislative and representative
roles. Indeed, an understanding by newly elected members of what the role of a member is in a
parliamentary democracy cannot be assumed.
Another key difference is evident in Bougainville – following the Bougainville Crisis, a conscious
decision was made by parties to the Bougainville Peace Agreement and the Bougainville
Constitution that the parliament should be a post-conflict 'unity' parliament. Accordingly, the
way in which the parliament operates is not as confrontational as it is in most established
parliaments, it is generally polite and supportive.
Other stakeholders
There are a number of stakeholders in the region whose activities affect the twinning
arrangements between the parliaments. In Solomon Islands the biggest stakeholder is the
Parliamentary Strengthening Project (PSP), a United Nations Development Program-run and
Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands-funded, initiative. It has been operating in
Solomon islands since 2004, the first five year Phase concluded in 2007 and the Second Phase is
due to conclude in 2012. A third Phase has been agreed, a full project document drafted, and
resource mobilisation will commence later in July. The PSP has made a substantial difference to
the effectiveness of the parliament as an institution. Since it began there has been a large number
of new staff recruited and new operating procedures implemented. It has a large budget and
considerable flexibility within that budget to recruit new staff, an option not open to the
Twinning project. The UNDP in Papua New Guinea has indicated that a Parliamentary
Strengthening Project in that country may be re-started at a sub-national level in Bougainville (a
PSP in Papua New Guinea was established at the same time as the Solomon Islands PSP but did
not continue).
The Centre for Democratic Institutions has a mandate to support the strengthening of
democratic processes and institutions in Southeast Asia and the Pacific through knowledge
sharing and interchange between Australia and its close neighbours. CDI’s focus is on
parliamentary governance and political parties, with special attention to the quality of electoral
processes and the promotion of women’s representation.
Papua New Guinea and its National Parliament are an obvious influence on the
Autonomous Region of Bougainville. Bougainville is a former province of Papua New Guinea
and continues to rely on Papua New Guinea for funding, under an arrangement enshrined in the
Bougainville Peace Agreement. A referendum on independence can take place between 20152020. One complication arising from this status is the relationship between the Autonomous
Bougainville Government – formed from the Bougainville House of Representatives and headed
by a directly-elected President – and the Administration, a public sector which continues to be
directly funded and controlled by the Papua New Guinea public sector. This creates challenges
for accountability – the Administration has not always recognised the right of Ministers of the
ABG to set policy directions, so parliamentary committees face challenges in exerting their right
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to call public servants to give evidence. This creates a situation where the Parliament's main
challenge is holding the Administration to account, rather than the Executive.
The PNG National Parliament is a large and well-established parliament that provides an
obvious source of expertise and comparison for the Bougainville House of Representatives.
Some of the recent activities of the Twinning project therefore recognise the need for
establishing and maintaining strong relationships between the two parliaments into the future.
The Secretariat of the Pacific Community is a regional intergovernmental organisation whose
membership includes both nations and territories. It provides 'technical and policy advice and
assistance, training and research services'3 to its members. The Secretariat is liaising with the
National Parliament of Solomon Islands in relation to their Information and Communication
Technology strategy.
The World Bank and the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association headquarters in the
United Kingdom also provide assistance, both directly through study programs and development
workshops and indirectly through sponsoring attendance of Members and staff at relevant
courses and programs.
Twinning project priorities
During the planning stages of the Twinning project, both Bougainville and Solomon Islands
identified similar priorities – improving parliamentary procedures and procedural support;
improving the capacity of committee offices to support committee activities; improving
information support services (Hansard, Information Technology and Library), and enhancing
education programs and community outreach. The Solomon Islands additionally identified
developing and implementing effective Human Resources policies, and the Bougainville House
of Representatives specifically identified the Public Accounts Committee as needing expert
support and guidance. The workplans developed for 2010-2011 reflect those priorities.
Activities since April 2010
Even before the Twinning project was formally funded through the Pacific Public Sector
Linkages Program in April 2010, there had been a considerable amount of collaboration and
cooperation between the three parliaments. The work put in to gain the funding from AusAID
has ensured that the project started with a good understanding by the Clerks and senior
parliamentary staff of all parliaments of what was required and what is possible.
A summary list of activities conducted since April 2010 is provided below, followed by a detailed
explanation of some of the specific activities to provide examples of the kind of activities the
Twinning project delivers.

Secretariat of the Pacific Community Website, available at: www.spc.int/en/about-spc/welcome-to-spc.html
(accessed 21 June 2011)
3
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Activities – Twinning
1. May 2010 – ongoing – Recruitment and appointment of a Twinning Project Coordinator.
2. March 2011 – ongoing – Recruitment of a Twinning Project Research Officer, Mr John
Taupongi, on a temporary part-time basis to undertake research and writing tasks
associated with the Twinning project.
Activities – Bougainville
1. June 2010 - Visit by a NSW Parliament delegation (the Hon Diane Beamer MP; Les
Gonye, Clerk Assistant – Committees, Legislative Assembly; and Simon Johnston,
Twinning Project Coordinator) to participate in the 2010 new Members induction
following the 2010 election of new Members to the Bougainville House of
Representatives. This activity was co-funded by the Centre for Democratic Institutions as
part of CDI's commitment to assist with the induction of new members.
2. July 2010 – Visit by a NSW Parliament delegation (the Hon Amanda Fazio MLC,
President, Legislative Council; Hon Richard Torbay MP, Speaker, Legislative Assembly;
Russell Grove, Clerk, Legislative Assembly; Julie Langsworth, Clerk Assistant –
Procedure, Legislative Council; Simon Johnston, Twinning Project Coordinator) to
ceremonially acknowledge the partnership agreement between the parliaments, and to
participate in a Committee workshop for new Members.
3. September - November 2010 – Secondment of Edwin Kenehata, Education Officer with
the Bougainville House of Representatives, to the Legislative Assembly Procedure Office
and the NSW Parliament Education and Community Relations Section.
4. February 2011 – the NSW Parliament hosted the Bougainville Public Accounts
Committee Chair, the Hon Cosmas Sohia, who was returning to Bougainville from
Victoria where he and other staff attended a week-long PAC Summer Residency
Program, involving PAC Member staff and Audit Offices from countries around the
world. The Bougainville delegation’s attendance at the Summer Residency Program was
made possible with funds from the Twinning project. During the Hon Cosmas Sohia's
time in Sydney, he met with the current Auditor-General, Mr Peter Achterstraat, NSW
Public Accounts Committee staff and former NSW Public Accounts Committee Chair,
Paul McLeay MP.
5. February 2011 – the NSW Parliament hosted the Centre for Democratic Institutions'
Effective Parliamentary Committee Inquiries Course, a week-long intensive course aimed
at parliamentary staff of the Asia-Pacific region and sponsored by the World Bank and
the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association. Three of the participants were from the
Bougainville House of Representatives, with one Bougainville participant sponsored
from Twinning project funds.
6. February 2011 – Six staff from Bougainville and Solomon Islands (Emily Kupenga (SI),
Douglas Pisi (B), Pais Otima (B), Wilson Orisi (SI), Lloyd Bera (SI) and Peter Topura
(B)) stayed on after participating in the Effective Parliamentary Committee Inquiries
Course for a three-day program in collaboration with the committee staff of both NSW
Parliament Houses to build on the lessons learnt the previous week, and to develop
10
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practical responses to the challenges they face as committee staff in their home
parliaments.
7. March 2011 - One of the main priorities for the Bougainville House of Representatives is
to make their Public Accounts Committee active – for many years its activities have been
limited by a lack of resources and the lack of a Bougainville Auditor General. The
Twinning project is assisting the Bougainville House of Representative's attempts
through activities described above and follow-up activities in March, when four NSW
Parliament staff (Simon Chalmers (ITS), Vicki Buchbach (LA Committees), Susan Want
(LC Procedure) and Simon Johnston (Twinning project coordinator)) travelled to Buka
to observe a sitting of the House and assist the staff with implementing procedure office
enhancements (commenced following the 2010 secondment of Edwin Kenehata to the
NSW Parliament), PAC strengthening and IT needs.
8. May 2011 – Attachment of Committee Director, Beverly Duffy (LC), with the
Bougainville House of Representatives Public Accounts Committee. The month long
attachment coincided with the PAC's first ever public inquiry, into government housing.
A report was produced and tabled in the House.
9. May 2011 – Attachment of two staff of Bougainville House of Representatives (Joel
Tukana and John Bosco) with Papua New Guinea National Parliament, with a focus on
Information Services (Hansard and Library/Research). This activity recognises the
importance of relationships between parliaments in the locality.
10. June 2011 – Study visit to NSW Parliament by a Bougainville delegation, the Speaker,
Hon Andrew Miriki, and the Clerk, Mr Robert Tapi. The study visit was co-sponsored by
the Commonwealth Parliament's Education Trust Fund.
11. July-August 2011 – Attachment of Committee Director Rachel Callinan (LC) with the
Bougainville House of Representatives Public Accounts Committee. The month long
attachment coincided with the PAC's second public inquiry, into the circumstances
surrounding the purchase of the MV Sankamup.
12. July 2011 – Short courses on information technology and office administration held in
Bougainville for staff of the House of Representatives.
13. September 2011 – Study visit to Papua New Guinea Parliament by Moses Havini,
Director-Committees, to strengthen links between the Committee offices of both
parliaments.
14. October-November 2011 – Secondment of Procedure Officer Peter Topura with the
NSW Parliament Legislative Assembly and Legislative Council Procedure Offices.
During the secondment Peter identified practices of the House of Representatives that
could be reviewed and developed an action plan to review them, which was endorsed by
the Clerk and Speaker and led to a Standing Orders Committee inquiry. Technical
assistance during the inquiry was provided by NSW Parliament when requested.
15. November - December 2011 – Attendance of Edwin Kenehata, Assistant Clerk and
Education Officer, at the 2011 Australasian Parliamentary Educators Conference in
Brisbane. Edwin also spent one week with the NSW Parliament to build on the work
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done by Peter Topura (on proposed revisions to the Standing Orders and practices of
the House of Representatives).
16. May-June 2012 – Installation of a Local Area Network in the House of Representatives,
collaborative project by local IT company and IT staff with the House of
Representatives.
17. June 2012 – Visit of the NSW Parliament President, Hon Don Harwin MLC; David
Blunt, Clerk of the Legislative Council; Ronda Miller, Clerk of the Legislative Assembly;
and Simon Johnston, Twinning project coordinator to Bougainville to assist in the
delivery of procedural workshops for Members on changes to the Standing Orders and
practices of the House arising from the Standing Orders Committee review (arising from
secondments of Peter Topura and Edwin Kenehata in 2011) and to observe the sitting of
the House.
Activities – Solomon Islands
1. June/July 2010 - Visit by the Twinning Project Coordinator to meet with staff of the
National Parliament of Solomon Islands and plan activities under the Twinning
arrangements.
2. October 2010 – Placement of NSW Parliament Procedure Office staff with the National
Parliament of Solomon Islands to assist in establishing a Procedure Office. The two
experienced NSW Parliament staff, Susan Want (Director – Table Office, Legislative
Council) and Jeff Page (Parliamentary Officer – Table, Legislative Assembly) worked
closely with David Kusilifu, (Director Committees – Solomon Islands) to develop a
secondment program for Mr Kusilifu.
3. October/November 2010 – Secondment of David Kusilifu, (Director Committees –
Solomon Islands) with the NSW Parliament's Legislative Council Procedure Office.
4. February 2011 – the NSW Parliament hosted the Centre for Democratic Institutions'
Effective Parliamentary Committee Inquiries Course, a week-long intensive course aimed
at parliamentary staff of the Asia-Pacific region and sponsored by the World Bank and
the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association. Three of the participants were from the
National Parliament of Solomon Islands. . Relates to Bougainville activity number five
above.
5. February 2011 – Six staff from Bougainville and Solomon Islands (Emily Kupenga (SI),
Douglas Pisi (B), Pais Otima (B), Wilson Orisi (SI), Lloyd Bera (SI) and Peter Topura
(B)) stayed on after participating in the Effective Parliamentary Committee Inquiries
Course for a three-day program in collaboration with the committee staff of both NSW
Parliament Houses to build on the lessons learnt the previous week, and to develop
practical responses to the challenges they face as committee staff in their home
parliaments. Relates to Bougainville activity number six above.
6. March 2011 – Attachment of NSW Parliament Procedure Office staff member Jenelle
Moore (LC) to assist in the implementation of plans developed by David Kusilifu for the
establishment of a Procedure Office in the National Parliament of Solomon Islands.
12
Volume 27

336

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT
E17-0144-AS-2-16-PR-0002

7. July 2011 - Visit by a NSW Parliament delegation (the Hon Don Harwin MLC,
President, Legislative Council; Hon Shelley Hancock MP, Speaker, Legislative Assembly;
Russell Grove, Clerk, Legislative Assembly; Lynn Lovelock, Clerk, Legislative Council;
Simon Johnston, Twinning Project Coordinator) to ceremonially acknowledge the
partnership agreement between the parliaments, and to consult with staff of the National
Parliament on future activities (Coordinator).
8. July 2011 - Attachment of NZ Parliament Hansard Manager Lynlee Earles to support
management of the NPSI Hansard staff and assist with implementation of
recommendations arising from the internal review of Hansard (the NZ Parliament
Hansard uses the same FTR system as the Solomon Islands parliament).
9. July - August 2011- Secondment of Florence Naesol, Deputy Clerk, and Lisi Vave,
Human Resources Manager with focus on human resources policy development and
implementation, and strategic planning.
10. October 2011 – Attachment of Deborah Brown, Manager, Reference and Information
Services with the NSW Parliament to assist with a review of the NPSI Library.
11. March 2012 - Visit by four Solomon Islands Committee Chairs (Hon Stanley Festus
Sofu, Hon Selwyn Riumana, Hon Silas Tausinga, Hon James Tora) and David Kusilifu,
Director – Committees. The visit included a forum hosted by the NSW Branch of the
Australia Pacific Friendship Group. The visit was part of the official visits program of
the Australian Parliament (the International Program).
12. May 2012 – Secondment of Ian Rakafia, Human Resources and Strategic Support
Manager, with a focus on strategic planning and human resources management to
strengthen Ian's understanding of these aspects of his role (Ian was appointed in March
2012).
13. March/April/May 2012 – Secondment of Jean Resana, Procedure Officer, to the
Department of the Legislative Council's Procedure Office to fill a temporary vacancy.
The secondment also provided an opportunity to build on the progress made toward the
establishment of a Procedure Office within the National Parliament of Solomon Islands.
Case studies
In this section, some of the activities described briefly above are explained in more detail. The
case studies demonstrate the way activities are part of a continuum – building on progress made
in previous activities and ensuring there is follow-up to consolidate the progress made. The
Twinning project relies on an ongoing dialogue between parliaments to ensure activities are
relevant and responsive to the self-identified priorities of the partner parliaments.
1) Bougainville – Improving procedural support for Members
The secondment of the Bougainville Education Officer, Mr Edwin Kenehata, to the NSW
Parliament Education and Community Relations section, and to the Legislative Assembly
Procedure Office. Edwin's secondment was nearly 12 weeks in duration, and was the first
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substantial activity of the Twinning project. It was also the first trial of the capacity-building
model which was to form the backbone of future Twinning activities.
Edwin had been working for the Bougainville House of Representatives for a little more than
one year prior to the secondment. Before being employed by the parliament, he was a primary
school principal. Among the activities he conducted as the Bougainville Education Officer were
hosting school visits and delivering a weekly radio program 'Inside Parliament'. Edwin's
secondment was preceded by a visit of the Twinning Project Coordinator to the Bougainville
House of Representatives in July 2010, during which time Edwin was identified by the Clerk,
Robert Tapi, as an appropriate person to undertake a secondment, with the dual aims of
comparing Education programs and gaining experience in the functions and operation of a
Procedure Office.
During his nearly 12 week secondment, Edwin was primarily located within the Legislative
Assembly Procedure Office, and was allocated a role within the Procedure Office to perform
when the House was sitting. He was introduced to a mentor, the Clerk Assistant – Committees,
Mr Les Gonye, who had previously travelled to Bougainville and had extensive experience of
both Procedure and Committee work within the Legislative Assembly. His direct supervisor
within the Procedure Office was Mr Jeff Page, who coincidentally had also spent a considerable
period of time in Bougainville serving as an Australian member of the peace keeping force
established following the Burnham Declaration in July 1997. Edwin's time in the NSW
Parliament overlapped with the secondment of the National Parliament of Solomon Islands'
David Kusilifu, Director of the Public Accounts Committee, who was seconded to the
Legislative Council's Procedure Office in preparation for the establishment of a Procedure
Office in Solomon Islands. This provided an opportunity to form a relationship between two
staff who have important roles within the two parliaments. It also provided an opportunity for
both Edwin and David to compare notes on their experiences with someone from a similar
cultural context.
Edwin also spent time observing the activities of the Education and Community Relations
section, and assisted the team in preparing for the Parliamentary Educators Conference, hosted
in 2010 by the NSW Parliament. Edwin participated in the conference and delivered a wellreceived presentation which was attended by staff from other sections of the parliament as well
as attendees of the conference. The challenge of delivering education on the role of parliament in
a post-conflict society was made very clear during Edwin's presentation, and it provided a sharp
contrast to the kinds of challenges faced in Australian parliaments.
In addition to the experience gained (and shared) within the NSW Parliament, Edwin also had
the opportunity to participate in a review of the recent 2010 Bougainville elections, organised by
the Australian National University's State, Society and Governance in Melanesia Program.
Edwin's secondment and the subsequent review provided helpful pointers for fine-tuning future
activities. On the positive side, the secondment illustrated that the Twinning project is a two-way
street – there is much to learn on all sides. The opportunity to really get to know a colleague
from a different culture and context is a valuable one, and provides people with a new frame of
reference for their own work. On the negative side, the secondment period was felt to be too
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long for the objectives – Edwin was already an experienced educator and, beyond a comparative
experience, was unlikely to learn much more about how to perform that role in Bougainville. In
relation to gaining experience in the role and function of a Procedure Office, Edwin's experience
of Bougainville's practices and procedures was limited and the technical detail and specificity of a
NSW Parliament Procedure Office was far greater than that required in the Bougainville Office
of the Clerk.
Following the secondment and review, it was decided that future activities with Bougainville
House of Representatives should have more emphasis on providing experienced staff to work
with the House of Representatives to deliver training and develop processes that suit local
conditions, rather than providing long secondments exposing staff to a level of sophistication
currently out of reach.
2) Solomon Islands - Procedure Office
The secondment of David Kusilifu to the NSW Parliament's Legislative Council Procedure
Office for a four week period in October-November 2010 was preceded by a one-week visit of
two experienced NSW Parliament Procedure officers who worked with the Clerk and David
Kusilifu to develop a program for the secondment that would lead toward the establishment of a
Procedure Office in the National Parliament of Solomon Islands. During his secondment, David
developed an action plan for implementation on his return, and following the secondment there
was a follow-up attachment of an experienced NSW Parliament Procedure officer to assist in the
implementation process.
David's four week secondment coincided with an active sitting period in the NSW Parliament,
which provided him with practical experience. He was given specific tasks to perform and acted
as one of the Procedure team. David is an experienced member of the National Parliament team
and already had considerable understanding of parliamentary procedures and concepts.
David commented that the week-long placement of two experienced Procedure Office staff
(Susan Want, LC and Jeff Page, LA) with the NPSI provided a focus for his subsequent
secondment to the LC Procedure Office and a good starting point. It allowed him to define a
clear task to pursue during the secondment – designing a Procedure Office structure and
function to implement on his return – and allowed for Susan to prepare a tailored program that
met his needs and took into account conditions on the ground in the NPSI. He suggested that
mid level staff were the most appropriate people to send on placements as they would more
easily work with the staff of the NPSI – high level staff (i.e. Clerks) could intimidate the NPSI
staff and create more of a ceremonial tone to the placement rather than a business-like tone.
David had been involved in the NPSI's early discussions with the UNDP/RAMSI Parliamentary
Strengthening Project on what a Procedure Office would do and look like, so was quite well
prepared for the secondment. He also met with the Clerk and Heads of Department before
undertaking the secondment so that all parts of the NPSI were informed of the nature of his
secondment and he could undertake tasks on their behalf while here – such as meeting with IT
and Library staff. The briefing session also helped the NPSI understand the role of a Procedure
Office and how it would affect the other departments.
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3) Strengthening Public Accounts Committee in Bougainville
The Bougainville PAC has been in existence since the establishment of the first Bougainville
House of Representatives in 2005. Until this year (2011) however, it had not conducted an
inquiry. Unlike most Public Accounts Committees, it cannot draw on the reports and expertise
of an Audit Office or Auditor-General, as there is no Bougainville Auditor-General (while there
is provision for one in the Constitution, the position has not yet been filled – resource
limitations) and the reports of the Papua New Guinea Auditor-General on Bougainville are not
timely or easily available. Another complicating factor is the ambiguous relationship between the
Parliament and the Administration – while the Constitution clearly establishes parliamentary
oversight over the Administration, the Administration remains a part of the PNG public sector
structure and receives direction and funding through that connection. This is not a problem
confined to parliamentary oversight – Ministers in the Autonomous Bougainville Government
have had difficulty ensuring their policy directives are implemented by the public sector for the
same reasons. Until a Bougainville Public Service is established (dependent on the capacity of the
Autonomous Region to support it financially and administratively) or the PNG Government
establishes a more direct acknowledgement of the relationship between the Bougainville House
of Representatives and the public sector in Bougainville, the issue of accountability to parliament
will not be as clear as it is in more established jurisdictions, including New South Wales.
There is a strong desire among Members of the Bougainville House of Representatives for the
Public Accounts Committee to be strong and active. It is seen as an important accountability
tool in the absence of an active Auditor-General or Ombudsman. Community concerns over
misappropriation or misuse of funds are not being addressed, and there is a perception that
nothing is being done to investigate misuse.
One of the challenges of working in this area for staff from well-established parliaments is
understanding the complexities of the governance relationship. There is a Public Accounts Act
operating in Bougainville, and it gives the Committee similar powers to those in other
jurisdictions – to call witnesses, for example – but enforcing those powers is problematic. For
committee officers used to witnesses understanding and respecting committee powers, this can
require a significant re-adjustment.
PAC activities in the past have involved the participation of PAC Members and staff in the
Public Sector Governance and Accountability Research Centre's Summer Residency Program for
Public Accounts Committees, and visits to PACs in the region. This provides a good opportunity
to meet and compare experiences with other PACs, but there is little opportunity to apply that
knowledge to the particular circumstances that apply in Bougainville. In February 2011,
therefore, after the Chair of the PAC, the Hon Cosmas Sohia, and two members of staff
participated in the PAC Summer Residency Program in Victoria, the staff then undertook the
(NSW Parliament-hosted) Centre for Democratic Institutions Effective Parliamentary
Committee Inquiries Course, which provides a grounding in more general, practical, committee
skills. Following that Course, the Bougainville staff spent three days with their equivalents from
the Solomon Islands and New South Wales Parliaments to consider solutions to the practical
challenges facing the Bougainville PAC. At the conclusion of this intensive period, there were
some practical suggestions for action and a better understanding in the NSW Parliament of the
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challenges to be overcome. The involvement of the Solomon Islands staff provided a nearneighbour example of an active PAC that had faced some of the same problems in the recent
past.
It was evident from the committee courses and workshops held in Australia that while there was
a good understanding among PAC staff of the principles of committee inquiries, there was very
little experience of conducting inquiries. This impression was reinforced following a NSW
Parliament visit to Bougainville in March, during which an experienced NSW Parliament PAC
Director worked with the Committee secretariat to develop terms of reference for a potential
inquiry and an inquiry plan. The Clerks of the Bougainville and NSW Parliaments agreed that a
longer term attachment from an experienced Committee director would provide guidance to the
secretariat as they conducted the inquiry and prepared the draft report. In May 2011, the PAC
conducted an inquiry into government housing, and held a public hearing with witnesses from
the Administration. The presence of a Committee director with extensive experience in guiding
staff as they conduct inquiries was invaluable in providing confidence and support to the
secretariat as they gained the experience they will need to conduct future inquiries.
The report was tabled in parliament in June 2011. At the meeting during which the PAC adopted
the report, they also adopted new terms of reference for a second inquiry into the circumstances
surrounding the sale of a ferry, the MV Sankamup and the purchase of another, the MV
Sankamup II. Recognising the need to further consolidate the experience and confidence of the
PAC secretariat, a NSW Parliament Committee director again provided support and guidance for
a one-month period in July and August 2011. Since that secondment, the PAC has successfully
undertaken and concluded a third inquiry (into
Is Twinning working?
One of the main challenges to the Twinning project is ... how do you prove it is having an
impact? The overall objective of the project is to 'ensure that each parliament fulfils its legislative,
representative and oversight roles'. But there are many factors beyond the Twinning project that
will impact on the achievement of this objective. Accordingly, while a number of output
indicators were developed to satisfy the reporting requirements to AusAID, outcome indicators
were more difficult to determine. Qualitative analysis is currently the only practical way to gauge
the effectiveness of the Twinning project.
The question of measuring the performance of parliaments is a vexed one, with challenges not
limited to emerging parliaments. Benchmarking projects have struggled to find outcome
measures that reflect 'success'. What is 'success' in the parliamentary context? From the point of
view of parliamentary staff, it must relate to how consistently the procedures are used and
applied, and how efficiently and effectively the Members are supported in their use of procedure.
From a broader view, success of a parliament might be related to how the actions of the
parliament relate to improvements in the society as a whole – arising from effective
accountability measures, well-balanced legislation, carefully considered and debated policy.
There is a primary outcome and three related outcomes the Twinning project is intended to
deliver. The proposed outcomes of the Twinning project, as stated in the project outline
provided to AusAID, are:
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Primary outcome:
1. Strengthening of the Solomon Islands and Bougainville parliaments to improve
institutional capacity to support the functions of parliament, specifically:
a. the legislative function
b. the representative function
c. the scrutiny and oversight function.
Related outcomes:
2. Improve the skills and competencies of parliamentary officers in counterpart parliaments
through a combination of practical experience and training, enhancing the effective
administration of the counterpart parliaments (capacity building) to enable Members of
Parliament to effectively perform their duties.
3. Consolidate the existing strengths of the Solomon Islands and Bougainville parliaments
and strengthen the relationship between both Melanesian parliaments (institutional
strengthening).
4. Ensure the Solomon Islands and Bougainville parliaments are self-reliant in the longer
term once the Activity is completed, with enduring professional relationships between
both parliaments and the NSW Parliament – formalised by Parliamentary Partnership
Agreements (sustainability).
Reporting for the Twinning project is broken into output areas, with output indicators for
specific outputs. One output area is capacity building and skills exchange, with the specific
outputs (with indicators in parentheses):
a) Delivery of training for partner parliaments by NSW Parliament staff and relevant
experts, through short-term placement. (Number of placements (from the NSW
Parliament) successfully completed)
b) Secondments of staff of partner parliaments to the NSW Parliament for periods of up to
three months. (Number of secondments (from counterpart parliaments) successfully
completed)
a) Intensive workshops in specialist subject areas held both at partner parliaments and the
NSW Parliament. (Number of training workshops and intensive specialist workshops
attended by the secondees; number of staff subsequently trained by secondees on their
return to their parliament).
The output indicators give a sense of the level of activity conducted under the Twinning project,
but don't give a direct indication that they are bringing about the desired outcomes. The
description of activities undertaken, provided above, is the source of data for the output
indicators.
How do we measure effectiveness?
The Twinning project has a reporting requirement to AusAID as a condition of funding, which
provides an annual structure to reviewing the effectiveness of the project. The monitoring and
evaluation framework developed to meet the reporting requirements has an emphasis on output
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and input indicators rather than on outcome measures, for reasons that are canvassed above.
There is also a strong qualitative element to the reporting, based on participant interviews and
reviews.
Each activity has a report prepared by the participant providing feedback on its effectiveness.
The project coordinator reviews the report and conducts interviews with the participants and
other key stakeholders to determine the effectiveness and identify ways to improve future
activities. The flexibility of the Twinning arrangements allows for changes to the design of
activities in response to feedback received through this feedback process. The case studies
provided illustrate that lessons learnt from the first secondment had an immediate effect on
future secondments, and brought about a change in the assumptions underlying the secondment
model initially proposed. Accordingly, at least in relation to the Bougainville parliament, the
focus is on attaching NSW Parliament staff to the Bougainville parliament to extend the
influence of their experience to a broader range of staff and to provide practical instruction and
guidance in a directly relevant context.
The Twinning program is effective. It is building capacity within the Twinned parliaments, both
immediately and directly through engagement with participating staff, and indirectly and longterm through the development of linkages between staff of the parliaments.
Benefits for participating parliaments
Benefits for the National Parliament of Solomon Islands
(taken from consultation with the Clerk, Mrs Taeasi Sanga, and former National Parliament
Office (NPO) staff member Mr John Taupongi)






Specific focus on the capacity building of NPO staff – both the UNDP project and NPO
itself have put a lot of emphasis in previous years on specific types of support to
Parliament, but are now in the process of redirecting focus with capacity building of the
staff and institution as the number one priority. The Twinning Project fits into this very
well.
Motivation of staff members – in such an underdeveloped Public Service as that of SI, of
which the NPO is part, attachments to prestigious offices abroad, and regular placements
of, and communications with, experts holding such offices tend to have a significant
positive impact on staff motivation/morale. Previously, this was recognised but it hinged
entirely on funding and timing of regional or international (fully funded) initiatives. The
Twinning Project now provides a more certain, relevant and long term mechanism to use
this method of cultivating confidence and motivation amongst local staff members.
Progress in procedural support – this has been NPO's top priority since 2006 and an area
which has seen major challenges, but one which primarily depended on legal officers on
an as the need arises basis. The establishment of the procedures office through the
initiative of the Twinning Project has drawn efforts to date together with a team
dedicated solely to procedural support. This will ensure that precedents and business of
the House are managed in a centralised and continuous manner, which will create in-built
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institutional mechanisms that do not depend entirely on individual officers (as the case
used to be).
Valuable second opinion – on many occasions in previous years when the Clerk and
Speaker faced unprecedented challenges, they needed urgent second opinions from sister
parliaments and were only able to have access to the views of the Clerks of the NSW
Parliament and Federal Parliament through the personal connection of the then UNDP
Project Manager. With the Twinning Project in place, the Clerk and Speaker of the SI
Parliament now have a direct access to the vast experience and knowledge of the NSW
Parliament officers whenever other unprecedented circumstances arise in the future
where there is no local assistance available.

Benefits for the Bougainville House of Representatives
(taken from a video interview with the Clerk, Mr Robert Tapi, in Sydney on 30 June 2011)
Bougainville is a post-conflict parliament. It has many challenges and is still new and learning.
The Twinning arrangement provides opportunities to be exposed to more experienced
parliaments and to create a mentoring relationship between staff of the parliaments.
The resources available through the Twinning arrangement allow for training and guidance to be
delivered to the staff in the Bougainville setting, and give our staff confidence and enthusiasm.
I see the benefits for my staff and am satisfied that the Twinning arrangement is working.
Benefits for New South Wales Parliament
There have been many benefits of the Twinning project to date. The objective of the project is
to 'ensure that each parliament fulfils its legislative, representative and oversight roles', which
places the emphasis on the parliaments of the Solomon Islands and Bougainville as relatively
new parliaments. However, there have been clear benefits for NSW Parliament staff
participating.
One benefit for staff of the NSW Parliament is that involvement in Twinning (through an
attachment to a Twinned parliament or through activities related to a secondment) requires them
to see beyond their own working environment and consider the application of the principles they
apply in their roles to different working environments. What NSW Parliament staff bring to the
Twinning project is extensive experience working within a well-resourced parliament with wellestablished and well-understood practices and procedures, and a mature political system with a
low turnover of Members (usually – NSW in 2011 experienced a larger than usual turnover of
Members). Applying that experience in a different environment forced NSW Parliament staff to
reconsider the basis of their expertise and acknowledge the importance of the structure – usually
taken for granted and assumed – that allows them to develop that expertise. Accordingly, NSW
Parliament staff developed an appreciation for the need to compromise, to be flexible, to find
creative solutions.
Working with relatively new parliaments has also provided NSW Parliament staff with an
opportunity to consider what the foundation of a parliamentary service is – what procedural
rules and processes are essential? What degree of complexity is required to support a parliament
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during its sittings? It gives staff an opportunity to revisit the principles of parliamentary
democracy.
Working in new parliaments also provides suggestions for how things could be done better –
sometimes hundreds of years of parliamentary tradition do not result in the best way to do things
but merely the established way to do things. Some of the ideas that NSW Parliament staff have
been exposed to in the Twinned parliaments may eventually be introduced into the NSW
Parliament. Indeed, the outreach work conducted by the Bougainville and Solomon Islands
education units to educate and inform the broader community about the role and function of the
parliament (and in the case of Bougainville to provide accurate information to assist the
population make an informed choice when the time comes for a referendum on independence at
some point between 2015-2020) has inspired the Legislative Council to follow the Solomon
Islands model of 'piggy-backing' education with Committee inquiries conducted in regional areas,
taking Parliament to the people where they live.
What does the future hold for Twinning?
Lessons for other parliaments
Twinning arrangements between parliaments can work. They need understanding – of the needs
of the developing parliaments, of the expectations of all parties and the differing context within
which each parliament operates. A good relationship between the Clerks of the parliaments is
important, and the support of the Presiding Officers is essential. Good coordination of activities
is also important - to ensure there is a good match between personalities, capacities and
priorities.
Other Australian parliaments and their activities
The Australian Parliament recently applied for and received funding through AusAID to support
twinning activities between the parliaments of Kiribati, Tonga, Tuvalu, Samoa, Cook Islands and
Vanuatu and their Australian partner parliaments Australian Capital Territory, South Australia,
Victoria, Western Australia and Queensland. The Bougainville, Solomon Islands and NSW
Parliaments' experience with twinning will provide a useful source of information and guidance
for these new activities.
New South Wales/Solomon Islands/Bougainville activities in the future
An emphasis on strengthening the procedural support capacity of the Bougainville and Solomon
Islands will remain a focus for the next year, and is so fundamental to the function of
parliaments that it will remain so for the rest of the Twinning relationship. For Bougainville,
additional priorities are establishing a Local Area Network within the parliament and ensuring
the IT section can support the increased complexity that goes with IT improvements. Capacity
building in the Committee section will continue, and an expanded role for the currently small
library section is planned.
Solomon Islands will additionally be concentrating on developing Human Resources policies that
will allow more direct performance management and flexibility in managing staff within the
confines of the public sector's General Orders, which will continue to apply to the parliament.
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One of the future activities will be a conference to consolidate and disseminate the lessons learnt
from the Twinning arrangements between the three parliaments. The Twinning conference will
be held in Honiara on Friday 27 July 2012, following the 43rd Presiding Officers and Clerks
Conference, hosted this year by the National Parliament of Solomon Islands. The conference
will be co-facilitated by all three parliaments and is targeted at parliaments in the Australia and
Pacific region. The Twinning conference is timely, following on from the recent successful
applications for funding to support Twinning arrangements in other parliaments. Additionally, a
Twinning workshop will be held in the week following the Twinning conference. The workshop
will involve staff of all three parliaments who have been involved in Twinning activities since the
commencement of the project in 2010. The focus of the workshop is to strengthen the networks
between the parliaments, especially the two Pacific parliaments. The two parliaments have a lot
to give each other and face similar challenges.
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Appendix One – Background to Solomon Islands and Bougainville
Brief background to the Solomon Islands
Solomon Islands is a scattered Melanesian archipelago situated in the southwest Pacific Ocean,
east of Papua New Guinea and approximately 2,000 kilometres to the north-east of Australia. Its
landmass of 28,400 square kilometres extends over nearly 1,000 islands comprising nine main
island groups. These include the Solomon Islands, Ontong Java Islands (Lord Howe Atoll) to
the north, Rennell Islands to the south and the Santa Cruz Islands, about 500 kilometres to the
east. The capital, Honiara, is located on Guadalcanal, which is the largest island.
The population of Solomon Islands, estimated to be around 510 000, is predominantly
Melanesian (about 95%) although there are also smaller Polynesian, Micronesian, Chinese and
European communities. There are 63 distinct languages in the country, with numerous local
dialects. English is the official language of Solomon Islands but Solomons Pijin is the common
language for the majority of people.
Solomon Islands is governed by the National Parliament of Solomon Islands. The National
Parliament comprises 50 members, elected for a four-year term under a ‘first past the post’
voting system. The Prime Minister (currently the Hon Danny Phillip) is elected by a simple
majority of Members of Parliament. In addition to the national government, there are nine
provincial assemblies, each led by a premier. The Speaker is not an elected member of the
Parliament but is elected by Members of the National Parliament. The current Speaker is Sir
Allen Kemakeza.
The Autonomous Region of Bougainville
The Autonomous Region of Bougainville, formerly known as the North Solomons Province, is
an autonomous region of Papua New Guinea and is the largest of the Solomon Islands group, to
which it ecologically and geographically belongs. The region comprises the large islands of
Bougainville and Buka, and assorted outlying islands including the Carterets. The parliament and
government are located in Buka, although Arawa, on Bougainville Island, remains the gazetted
capital of Bougainville and has been identified by the current Autonomous Bougainville
Government as the future seat of the parliament and government. The population of
Bougainville is approximately 200,000. There are at least 19 separate languages in Bougainville,
but tok pisin is the common language.
The Autonomous Region of Bougainville elects the 40 Members of the House of
Representatives. A directly elected President (currently the Hon John Momis) forms the
Autonomous Bougainville Government and heads a Bougainville Executive Cabinet of 14
members. The Autonomous Bougainville Government public sector (the Administration) is
responsible for providing government services to the people of Bougainville. There are a total of
41 seats in the House of Representatives – a President, 33 seats representing single-member
constituencies, 3 reserved women’s seats and 3 reserved ex-combatants seats. The Speaker is
elected by the House of Representatives and is not directly elected by the populace. The four
members of the Papua New Guinea Parliament for the region (North, South and Central
Bougainville, plus one Regional representative who in other provinces of PNG would be the
Governor of the province) are able to participate in sittings of the House of Representatives but
cannot introduce motions or vote, and their presence does not count for the purposes of
establishing a quorum.
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Solomon Islands
Note: This background information has been prepared for the information of Members and staff of
the NSW Parliament travelling to the Solomon Islands. It has been prepared by staff of the NSW
Parliament from a variety of sources, identified on page five.
Introduction
Solomon Islands is a scattered Melanesian archipelago situated in the southwest Pacific Ocean, east
of Papua New Guinea and approximately 2,000 kilometres to the north-east of Australia. Its
landmass of 28,400 square kilometres extends over nearly 1,000 islands comprising nine main island
groups. These include the Solomon Islands, Ontong Java Islands (Lord Howe Atoll) to the north,
Rennell Islands to the south and the Santa Cruz Islands, about 500 kilometres to the east. The
capital, Honiara, is located on Guadalcanal, which is the largest island.
The population of Solomon Islands, estimated to be around 510 000, is predominantly Melanesian
(about 95%) although there are also smaller Polynesian, Micronesian, Chinese and European
communities. There are 63 distinct languages in the country, with numerous local dialects. English is
the official language of Solomon Islands but Solomons Pijin is the lingua franca for the majority of
people.
In the post-war period, people and business links between Australia and the Solomon Islands have
grown steadily and there are now estimated to be around 700 Australians resident in Solomon
Islands, mainly in Honiara.
History
Solomon Islands’ first contact with Europeans was in 1568, when the Spanish explorer Alvaro de
Mendana de Neira visited the islands. Whaling boats and traders began to visit the archipelago
during the nineteenth century, followed closely by missionaries. The northern Solomon Islands
became a German protectorate in 1885 and the southern Solomon Islands a British protectorate in
1893. Rennell Island and the Santa Cruz Islands were added to the British protectorate in 1898 and
1899. Germany ceded most of the northern Solomon Islands protectorate (excluding Buka and
Bougainville) and Ontong Java Islands to the United Kingdom between 1898 and 1900. Buka and
Bougainville became part of German New Guinea, (later incorporated into Papua New Guinea).
The whole territory, known as the British Solomon Islands Protectorate, was placed under the
jurisdiction of the Western Pacific High Commission (WPHC), with its headquarters in Fiji.
The Solomon Islands were invaded by Japan in 1942, but after a fierce battle on Guadalcanal, most
of the islands were recaptured by US forces after 1943. Australians were involved in the struggle to
liberate the islands from Japanese occupation. After the Second World War the protectorate’s capital
was transferred from Tulagi Island to Honiara. In January 1953 the WPHC also moved to Honiara.
Under a new Constitution introduced in October 1960, a Legislative Council and an Executive
Council were established for the protectorate’s central administration. Initially all members of both
bodies were appointed, but from 1964 the Legislative Council included elected members. Another
Constitution, introduced in March 1970, established a single Governing Council of 17 elected
members, three ex officio members and (until the end of 1971) up to six public service members. A
new Governing Council of 24 directly elected members was formed in 1973, when a ministerial
system was introduced.
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A further new Constitution, adopted in April 1974, instituted a single Legislative Assembly
containing 24 members who chose a Chief Minister with the right to appoint his own Council of
Ministers. A new office of Governor of the Protectorate was also created, to assume almost all of
the functions previously exercised in the territory by the High Commissioner for the Western
Pacific.
Solomon Mamaloni, leader of the newly founded People’s Progressive Party (PPP), was appointed
the first Chief Minister in August 1974. The territory was officially renamed the Solomon Islands in
June 1975, although it retained protectorate status.
Britain granted Solomon Islands internal self-government in January 1976, with the Chief Minister
presiding over the Council of Ministers in place of the Governor. Elections were held in June for an
enlarged Legislative Assembly, and in July the Assembly elected one of its members, Peter
Kenilorea, to the position of Chief Minister. Solomon Islands became an independent state on 7 July
1978. At independence, Solomon Islands joined the Commonwealth with Queen Elizabeth II as its
Head of State, represented by a Governor General. The Legislative Assembly became the National
Parliament and designated Peter Kenilorea the first Prime Minister.
The Constitution contains comprehensive guarantees of fundamental human rights and freedoms,
and provides for the introduction of a ‘leadership code’ and the appointment of an Ombudsman
and a Public Solicitor. It also provides for the ‘establishment of the underlying law, based on the
customary law and concepts of the Solomon Islands people’. Solomon Islands citizenship was
automatically conferred on the indigenous people of the islands and on other residents with close
ties with the islands upon independence. The acquisition of land is reserved for indigenous
inhabitants or their descendants.
Governance
Solomon Islands is governed by the National Parliament of Solomon Islands. Today, the unicameral
National Parliament comprises fifty members, elected for a four-year term under a ‘first past the
post’ voting system. The Prime Minister is elected by a simple majority of Members of Parliament
(but note that the former Speaker clarified publicly that the meeting of Members to elect the Prime
Minister is not a 'proceeding of Parliament'). The current Prime Minister is Hon Gordon Darcy Lilo.
Party structures in Solomon Islands are fluid. In addition to the national government, there are nine
provincial assemblies, each led by a premier. The Speaker is not an elected member of the
Parliament but is elected by Members of the National Parliament. The current Speaker is Sir Allan
Kemakeza.
Further information about the National Parliament of Solomon Islands can be found at:
www.parliament.gov.sb.
Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands (RAMSI)
Although ethnic tensions have ebbed and flowed for many years, they escalated on Guadalcanal
Island in December 1998. Many Guadalcanal people resented the influence of settlers from other
islands and their occupation of land. The settlers, mostly from Malaita, were drawn to Honiara and
its environs by economic opportunities. Fighting broke out in 1998 when the Isatabu Freedom
Movement began to force Malaitans out, accusing them of taking land and jobs. Around 20,000
people abandoned their homes, with many subsequently leaving Guadalcanal. Violent clashes
involving rival militant groups destabilised the Solomon Islands government and undermined
national institutions and coherence. One of the rival militia groups, the Malaitan Eagle Force, staged
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a coup in June 2000 and forced the then Prime Minister, Bartholomew Ulufa'alu, to resign, saying he
had failed to deal with the crisis, which had left up to 100 dead.
An Australian-brokered peace deal was signed in October 2000. However lawlessness continued and
in April 2003, the Solomon Islands Prime Minister wrote to the then Australian Prime Minister,
John Howard, requesting Australian assistance. Following consultations between the governments
of Solomon Islands, Australia and New Zealand, a comprehensive package of strengthened
assistance to support the Solomon Islands Government – the Regional Assistance Mission to
Solomon Islands (RAMSI) – was proposed and unanimously endorsed by a meeting of the Foreign
Ministers of the Pacific Islands Forum. RAMSI was debated and unanimously endorsed by the
Solomon Islands Parliament, welcomed by the President of the UN Security Council, commended
by then UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, and supported by the Commonwealth Ministerial
Action Group and then Secretary-General McKinnon.
RAMSI is a long-term commitment aimed at helping create the conditions necessary for a return to
stability, peace and a growing economy. Further information is available on the RAMSI website, at:
www.ramsi.org.

Useful websites and other information:
National Parliament of Solomon Islands (available at www.parliament.gov.sb)
DFAT Country Brief (available at: www.dfat.gov.au/geo/solomon_islands)
Europa World Year Book 2008 (available at: www.europaworld.com/entry?id=sb&go_country=GO
Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands (available at: www.ramsi.org)
Central Intelligence Agency website (available at: www.cia.gov/library/publications/world-leaders1/world-leaders-s/solomon-islands.html)
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Appendix One – Maps
Map of Solomon Islands

Regional map showing relative locations of Solomon Islands, Papua New Guinea,
Bougainville and Australia
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Appendix Two – Results of the August 2010 election
Source: Solomon Islands Star, 16 August 2010
There are 25 new MPs and 25 former MPs (in bold)
1. Mr. Job Dudley Tausinga: North New Georgia - 1,419 votes (former MP)
2. Mr. Seth Gukuna: Rennell Bellona - 882 votes (former MP)
3. Mr. Silas Tausinga: West New Georgia-VonaVona - 1,487 votes (New MP
4. Mr. Milner Tozaka: North Vella La Vella - 1,225 votes (former PM)
5. Mr. Gordon Darcy Lilo: Gizo/Kolombangara - 1,942 votes (former MP)
6. Mr. Snyder Rini: Marovo - 2,520 votes (former MP)
7. Mr. Charles Sigoto: Rannogga/Simbo - 1,485 votes (New MP)
8. Mr. Lionel Alex: South Vella La Vella - 997 votes (New MP)
9. Mr. Danny Phillip: South New Georgia Rendova - 1,579 votes (New MP)
10. Mr. Steve Laore: Shortlands - 1,073 votes (New MP)
11. Mr. Connelly Sadakabatu: North West Choiseul - 1,408 votes (New MP)
12. Mr. Manasseh Sogavare: East Choiseul - 1,913 votes (former MP)
13. Mr. Elijah Doro Muala: South Choiseul - 635 votes (New MP)
14. Mr. Bodo Dettke: North West Guadalcanal - 2,228 votes (New MP)
15. Mr. Moses Garu: West Guadalcanal - 1,006 votes (New MP)
16. Dr Derek Sikua: North East Guadalcanal - 2,535 votes (former MP)
17. Mr. Martin Sopage: North Guadalacanal - 1,489 votes (former MP)
18. Mr. Joseph Onika: East Central Guadalcanal - 1,133 votes (New MP)
19. Mr. David Pacha: South Guadalcanal - 1,941 votes (former MP)
20. Mr. Peter Shanel Agovaka: Central Guadalcanal - 2,526 votes (former MP)
21. Mr. Braddley Tovosia: East Guadalcanal - 1,630 votes (New MP)
22. Mr. Matthew Wale: Aoke/Langalanga - 1,681 votes (former MP)
23. Mr. Toswell kaua: Baegu/Asifola - 1,037 votes (former MP)
24. Mr. Jackson Fiulaua: Central Kwara'ae - 2,936 votes (New MP)
25. Mr. Peter Tom: West Kwaio - 1,550 votes (former MP)
26. Mr. Sam Iduri: West Kwara'ae - 1,451 votes (former MP)
27. Mr. Andrew Hanaria: East Are' Are - 1,000 votes (New MP)
28. Mr. Stanley Festus Sofu: East Kwaio - 3,973 votes (former MP)
29. Mr. Manasseh Maelanga: East Malaita - 2,845 votes (former MP)
30. Mr. Steve Abana: Fataleka - 1,954 votes (former MP)
31. Mr. Martin Mokolo Kealoe: Malaita Outer Islands - 736 votes (New MP)
32. Mr. Rick Houenipwela: Small Malaita - 1,677 votes (New MP)
33. Mr. Walter Folotalu: Lau/Mbaelelea - 2,370 votes (former MP)
34. Mr. Jimmy Lusibaea: North Malaita - 3,091 votes (New MP)
35. Mr. John Maneniaru: West Are 'Are - 1,281 votes (New MP)
36. Mr. Namson Tran: West Honiara - 4,499 votes (New MP)
37. Mr. John Moffat Fugui: Central Honiara - 1,240 votes (New MP)
38. Mr. Douglas Ete: East Honiara - 3,178 votes (New MP)
39. Mr. Commins Aston Mewa: Temotu Nende - 1,467 votes (New MP)
40. Mr. Martin Magga: Temotu Pele - 897 votes (former MP)
41. Mr. Clay Forau Soalaoi: Temotu Vatud - 602 votes (former MP)
42. Mr. Hypolite Taremae: Central Makira - 1,360 votes (New MP)
Page 6 of 8
Volume 27

353

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT
E17-0144-AS-2-16-PR-0002

43. Mr. Dick Ha'amori: West Makira - 871 votes (New MP)
44. Mr. James Tora: Ulawa/Ugi - 641 votes (former MP)
45. Mr. Alfred Ghiro: East Makira - 1,480 votes (New MP)
46. Mr. Varian Lonamei: Maringe/Kokota - 1,385 votes (former MP)
47. Mr. Samuel Manetoali: Gao/Bugotu - 2,479 votes (former MP)
48. Mr. Selwyn Riumana: Hograno/Kia/Havulei - 1,461 votes (former MP)
49. Mr. Dickson Mua: Savo/Russells - 1,840 votes (New MP)
50. Mr. Mark Kemakeza: Ngella - 1,966 votes (former MP)

Speaker: Sir Allen Kemakeza
Prime Minister: Hon Danny Philip
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Appendix Three - Staff of the National Parliament of Solomon Islands
Note: this is not a complete list of all staff.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.

Clerk
Deputy Clerk
Director - Procedure
Director – Committees
Senior Legal Officer
Committee Secretary, Constitution Review
Committee Secretary, Parliamentary House
Committee Secretary, Foreign Relations
Human Resources and Strategic Support
HR Corporate Support Officer
Committee Secretary
Committee Administration Officer
Senior Librarian
Assistant Librarian
Senior Administration Officer
ICT Officer
ICT Officer
Civic Education Officer
Civic Education Officer
Chief Accountant
Financial Controller
UNDP Logistics and Administration
Chief Editor
Assistant Editor
Principal Reporter
Sergeant-at-Arms
Media Officer
Cameraman/Media

Florence Naesol,
and Taeasi Sanga, Clerk

Taeasi Sanga
Florence Naesol
David Kusilifu
Celsus Talfilu
Albert Kabui
Stanley Hanu
Alice Willy
Albert Kabui
Ian Rakafia
Joycelyn Kilua
Wilson Orisi
Jean Resana
Boniface Supa
Ray Sibisopere
John Ada
Sunjay Dhari
Gavin Bare
Patterson Lusi
Marisa Pepa
Henry Baeoro
Lloyd Bera
John Niuman
Clera Pita
Liam Sau
Rexford Kouto
Chris Forau
Joy Rikimae
Steven Hachi

Solomon Islands Parliament
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FW: 2014 Australia-China Agricultural Trade and Investment
Conference
From:
To:
Date:

ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga <electorateoffice.waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Rebecca Cartwright <rebecca.cartwright@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Tue, 26 Aug 2014 15:28:42 +1000

Hi Rebecca
Daryl asked me to forward this email to you. It is to go with his application for leave.
Thanks.
Margaret
From: Richard Templeton [mailto:richard@uwecommodities.com]
Sent: Monday, 25 August 2014 5:33 PM
To: ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga
Subject: 2014 Australia-China Agricultural Trade and Investment Conference

Dear Mr Maguire
Please find attached an invitation letter to the 2014 Australia-China Agricultural Trade and
Investment Conference.
This prestigious event will be a unique opportunity to see first-hand the existing and potential
trade between these two countries.
The location for this year’s event will be the Shanghai International Convention Centre and will be
held on the 14th of October 2014.
Your timely response to this invitation would be greatly appreciated by the 29th of August 2014.
Hoping to see you there.
Regards
Richard
Richard Templeton
UNITED WORLD ENTERPRISES PTY LTD
Unit 6, 192 Kingsgrove Road
KINGSGROVE NSW 2208
Ph +61 2 9554 8899
Fax + 61 2 9554 8988
Email: richard@uwecommodities.com
Website: www.uwecommodities.com
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Re: Dinner at Golden Century Seafood Restaurant
From:
To:
Date:

Mark Coure <mark.coure@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Sun, 22 Jan 2017 08:43:41 +1100

Okay. I'm attending and I have Jonathan also attending.
Thanks for keeping me posted. I'll certainly pass on your apology.
Regards

Mark Coure MP
Member for Oatley
P: (02) 9580 9349 | F: (02) 9580 9103 | W: markcoure.com.au
A: 24 Pitt Street, Mortdale NSW 2223
NOTICE – This email is solely for the named addressee and may be confidential. You should only
read, disclose, transmit, copy, distribute, act in reliance on or commercialise the contents if you are
authorised to do so. If you are not the intended recipient of this email, please notify the sender by
email immediately and then destroy any copy of this message. Except where otherwise specifically
stated, views expressed in this email are those of the individual sender. The New South Wales
Parliament does not guarantee that this communication is free of errors, virus, interception or
interference.
On 22 Jan 2017, at 7:29 am, Daryl Maguire <Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au> wrote:
G'day Mark I will try to get there but it does look unlikely at this point
Sent from my iPad
On 20 Jan 2017, at 9:57 am, "Mark Coure" <Mark.Coure@parliament.nsw.gov.au> wrote:
Jonathan Odea is attending. Please pass onto Jimmy.
Regards

Mark Coure MP
Member for Oatley
P: (02) 9580 9349 | F: (02) 9580 9103 | W: markcoure.com.au
A: 24 Pitt Street, Mortdale NSW 2223
NOTICE – This email is solely for the named addressee and may be confidential. You should
only read, disclose, transmit, copy, distribute, act in reliance on or commercialise the
contents if you are authorised to do so. If you are not the intended recipient of this email,
please notify the sender by email immediately and then destroy any copy of this message.
Except where otherwise specifically stated, views expressed in this email are those of the
individual sender. The New South Wales Parliament does not guarantee that this
communication is free of errors, virus, interception or interference.
On 16 Jan 2017, at 5:07 pm, Sophie Duan <sophie@uwecommodities.com> wrote:
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Hi Mark / Daryl / Benjamin
Jimmy is delighted to invite you all to join him for dinner at 6.30 pm Thursday 26 January at Golden
Century Seafood Restaurant with a Chinese delegation of 5.
Please see the venue details below:

Golden
Century Seafood Restaurant
Address : 393-399 Sussex St, Sydney NSW 2000
Phone : (02) 9212 3901
Can you please confirm if you will be free to attend?
Thank you.
Sophie

Commercial Manager

United World Enterprises Pty Ltd
Unit 6, 192 Kingsgrove Road
Kingsgrove NSW 2208
P: +61 (2) 9554 8899
F: +61 (2) 9554 8988
E: sophie@uwecommodities.com
W: www.uwecommodities.com
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Scan Data from [FXBC6CBD]
From:
To:
Date:
Attachments:

Volume 27

waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Nicole Hatton <nicole.hatton@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Fri, 17 Jun 2016 12:09:07 +1000
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Mr Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga

NSW

GOVERNMENT

Parliamentary Secretary for Corrections, Emergency Services,
Veterans and The Centenary of ANZAC

16 June 2016

Ms Shu Zhen Tong
Chairman
Fujian Wang Guo Trading Co. Ltd
136 East Road
City Century Square office Building A#307
Fuzhou, JiangsuSun

Dear Ms Tong
I understand you have been in discussion with Mr William Luong, from Australia and China
Beverages Food and Health Supplement Products Association Pty Ltd located at Suite
3702, Level 27, MLC Centre, 19 Martin Place, Sydney to supply Australian Products in
China.
In December 2015 the China-Australia Free Trade Agreement commenced and with
Australian pollution free food and first class produce the continuation of these discussions
would be beneficial to both the Australia and China Beverage Food and Health Supplement
Products Association and Fujian Wang Guo Trading Co
I extend to you an invitation to continue those discussions with Mr Luong in Australia.

Yours sincerely

Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
Chairman - NSW Parliament Asia Pacific Friendship Group

Phone: (61 2) 6921 1622
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Good morning Gentelmen ,
From:
To:
Cc:
Date:

daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au
@solomedic.net>,
@samoacgs.com.au,
Trevor Garland <
@norfobest.com>
"王晓牧 Simon Wang" <
Wed, 04 May 2016 09:19:07 +1000

@gmail.com

Good Morning Consuls Generals, Gentlemen ,I have received the draft copy of the proposed MOU and have edited it . I am happy with the final
document which I will send to you soon for your appraisal.
Have you managed to contact your respective Peak commercial organisation in Somoa, Solomon Islands and PNG ?
We discussed also obtaining a report on the dynamics of each country , economic opportunities challenges , social requirements , ect .
We should aim to be in agreement by next Monday as I would like to get these MOU s agreed to and actioned next week and have the reports
available for the Schengen board of management .
I will then decide how we get the documents signed either by you as their representative in Australia ,emailed to them to sign or I fly to each
country meet them and sign .
The latter would take a little more to arrange , but the priority is to get basic agreement ASAP.
Can you please advise how discussions are progressing with Fiji, Vanuatu, ? And if they are interested in Joining the group .
Your prompt response would be appreciated ,
Kind Regards Daryl
Sent from my iPad
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RE: Confirm - tele-conversation at 1pm today
From:

Adriana Lions <"/o=parl/ou=exchange administrative group
(fydibohf23spdlt)/cn=recipients/cn=alionsc1a">
To:
Onorina Fugawai <onorina@fijiconsulategeneral.org.au>
Date:
Wed, 05 Apr 2017 11:53:09 +1000
Attachments: SAPCDA MOU.docx (25.95 kB)
Hi Onorina
I apologise the attachment didn't come through - it should work this time.
Kind regards
Adriana
Adriana Lions
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
(02) 6921 1622
-----Original Message----From: Onorina Fugawai [mailto:Onorina@fijiconsulategeneral.org.au]
Sent: Wednesday, 5 April 2017 11:52 AM
To: Adriana Lions
Subject: RE: Confirm - tele-conversation at 1pm today
Importance: High
Hi Adriana
I have called them twice on that number and got through both times.
Their site is http://vcci.com.vu/ you can go on their contact page and contact them from there.
Also, I don't have the attachment and would you have the list of the delegation please?
Kind regards
Onorina
Onorina Fugawai
Business Development Officer
The Consulate General of The Republic Of Fiji Suite 13-14, L11, 100 Walker St NORTH SYDNEY
NSW 2060
T: (02) 9900 0772
F: (02) 8904 0376
"Buy and Support Fijian Made"
Email Disclaimer: This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for
the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. This message contains confidential
information and is intended only for the individual named. If you are not the named addressee you
should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if
you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. If you are not the
intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance
on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited. The contents of this email, unless expressly
stated, do not comprise the views of, or any representation by the GOVERNMENT OF FIJI or
the CONSULATE GENERAL OF THE REPUBLIC OF FIJI IN SYDNEY. Anti-virus measures have
been installed on this electronic mail system but liability for virus damage suffered by any recipient as a
result of this transmission cannot be accepted.
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-----Original Message----From: Adriana Lions [mailto:Adriana.Lions@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Wednesday, 5 April 2017 11:49 AM
To: Onorina Fugawai <Onorina@fijiconsulategeneral.org.au>
Subject: RE: Confirm - tele-conversation at 1pm today
Hi Onorina
Daryl has asked me to forward you the attached Memorandum of Understanding for the Shenzhen
Asia Pacific Commercial Development Association.
He thinks that this should help in answer to your queries. He also added that the intention is to firm
partnerships with each country to develop opportunities.
I hope this helps.
The second email address you provided bounced back as well and the phone number rang out,
without a message bank. Do you have any other suggestions for contacting Vanuatu re the Chamber
of Commerce?
Thank you.
Kind regards
Adriana
Adriana Lions
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
(02) 6921 1622
-----Original Message----From: Onorina Fugawai [mailto:Onorina@fijiconsulategeneral.org.au]
Sent: Wednesday, 5 April 2017 11:28 AM
To: Adriana Lions
Subject: RE: Confirm - tele-conversation at 1pm today
Importance: High
Hi Adriana
The phone number is
The email address should be apoulekone@vcci.com.vu
You can try ringing and speak with a lady called Lei.
I look forward to receiving the details from you at your earliest convenience.
Kind regards
Onorina
Onorina Fugawai
Business Development Officer
The Consulate General of The Republic Of Fiji Suite 13-14, L11, 100 Walker St NORTH SYDNEY
NSW 2060
T: (02) 9900 0772
F: (02) 8904 0376
"Buy and Support Fijian Made"
Email Disclaimer: This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for
the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. This message contains confidential
information and is intended only for the individual named. If you are not the named addressee you
should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if
you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. If you are not the
intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance
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on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited. The contents of this email, unless expressly
stated, do not comprise the views of, or any representation by the GOVERNMENT OF FIJI or
the CONSULATE GENERAL OF THE REPUBLIC OF FIJI IN SYDNEY. Anti-virus measures have
been installed on this electronic mail system but liability for virus damage suffered by any recipient as a
result of this transmission cannot be accepted.
-----Original Message----From: Adriana Lions [mailto:Adriana.Lions@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Wednesday, 5 April 2017 11:25 AM
To: Onorina Fugawai <Onorina@fijiconsulategeneral.org.au>
Subject: RE: Confirm - tele-conversation at 1pm today
Good morning Onorina
Thank you for your email.
I am waiting on some information from Daryl regarding the delegation details. I will get them to you as
soon as possible.
Thank you for the contact details for the Vanuatu Chamber of Commerce. The email address you
provided has bounced back - can you confirm that this is the correct address?
Also, are you able to advise if there are any other codes I need to use to call the Vanuatu phone
number you have provided?
Thank you.
Kind regards
Adriana
Adriana Lions
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
(02) 6921 1622
-----Original Message----From: Onorina Fugawai [mailto:Onorina@fijiconsulategeneral.org.au]
Sent: Wednesday, 5 April 2017 11:13 AM
To: Anna Raratabu; Adriana Lions
Subject: RE: Confirm - tele-conversation at 1pm today
Importance: High
Hi Adriana
Looking forward to receiving the information on delegation as I need to lock in these meetings as soon
as possible.
I will be away from the office tomorrow and return on Friday morning.
We were also asked to provide you details for the Vanuatu Chamber of Commerce and contact details
are as follows:
Contact Name: Astrid Poulekone
Email: a.poulekone@vcci.com.vu
Telephone No: +678 27543
Kind regards
Onorina
Onorina Fugawai
Business Development Officer
The Consulate General of The Republic Of Fiji Suite 13-14, L11, 100 Walker St NORTH SYDNEY
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NSW 2060
T: (02) 9900 0772
F: (02) 8904 0376
"Buy and Support Fijian Made"
Email Disclaimer: This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for
the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. This message contains confidential
information and is intended only for the individual named. If you are not the named addressee you
should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if
you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. If you are not the
intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance
on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited. The contents of this email, unless expressly
stated, do not comprise the views of, or any representation by the GOVERNMENT OF FIJI or
the CONSULATE GENERAL OF THE REPUBLIC OF FIJI IN SYDNEY. Anti-virus measures have
been installed on this electronic mail system but liability for virus damage suffered by any recipient as a
result of this transmission cannot be accepted.
-----Original Message----From: Anna Raratabu
Sent: Wednesday, 5 April 2017 10:28 AM
To: Adriana Lions <Adriana.Lions@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Cc: Onorina Fugawai <Onorina@fijiconsulategeneral.org.au>
Subject: RE: Confirm - tele-conversation at 1pm today
Hi Adriana,
During tele-conference between MP Maguire and Mr Khan, Mr Maguire mentioned he would send
across more information about the delegation he is bringing and proposed items for discussion so we
can secure a meeting with Fiji Chamber of Commerce and PIPSO. And I have to follow up on this info
with you.
Thank you again Adriana and looking forward to receive those Info at the earliest.
Kind regards
Anna
Fiji Consulate General
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Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development Association

Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development
Association
Memorandum of Understanding

1. Principle and Core Value
The principle of Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development Association
(SAPCDA) is to engage to developing countries to promote the commerce
and trade as well as charitable projects.
The Parties agree to the following principles for the relationship:


Trust based relationship – a partnering relationship built on each party
working the basis of trust, respect and understanding.



No surprises approach – a partnering relationship built on each party
behaving with integrity and in good faith, with appropriate knowledge and
information sharing.



Open communication – a partnering relationship built on each party
discussing issues openly, being open to constructive feedback, and
understanding and respecting each other’s knowledge, expertise,
operating environment, and capabilities.



Flexible – a partnering relationship built on each party taking an open
approach on differences of views and opinions and being flexible
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Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development Association

regarding the resolution of any issues which may arise.

2. General Agreements
The basic agreements of operation include:


SAPCDA consists of successful business men, women and companies,
who look forward to investing in Asia Pacific countries in sectors including
tourism, real estate, mineral resources, ocean resources, as well as the
generosity donate to charitable organization.



Nation members have responsibility to share the potential investment
projects, list of resources, needs of community and special projects of
charitable nature that SAPCDA can assist to fund. Identify and
communicate any future trends, developments in the Local area.



SAPCDA has full responsibility and voting right to review and select the
worthwhile projects that nation members submit. SAPCDA makes
decision base on the amount of fund required, return of investments, risks
of investments etc. For charitable projects, decision will be based on the
priority of urgency, influence to the community, amount of fund required.



There is no expectation of contribution by any of the nations invited to be
members of SAPCDA. Nation membership will be in honorary capacity



SAPCDA will review all investment and charitable projects annually, a
comprehensive financial report will be presented to the board and nation
members representative
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Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development Association
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Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development Association

3. Code of Conduct
SAPCDA and its nation members agree to:



Endeavour to work together on all issues where it is agreed the
community will benefit from a collaborative approach in a supportive
manner.



Make every effort to accommodate, acknowledge or fairly represent any
dissenting view between the Parties.



Agree to act co-operatively and in good faith on issues of information and
disclosure. Innovations, operational actions, discussions and confidential
commercial information must not be shared with any third parties without
the approval of both Parties. However, information in the public domain
may be further distributed among usual channels and networks.



Acknowledge each Parties unique accountabilities and responsibilities.



Agree to investigate joint initiatives and opportunities between the two
Parties. These may involve other parties where appropriate.



In the case of disagreement and following consultation in good faith,
nothing in this MOU shall prevent the Parties from making decisions in
their own interests. At times, both Parties will agree to disagree.
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Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development Association

4. Signature and Stamp

_____________________________
_____________________________
Daryl Maguire
Hon. President of SAPCDA

Li Ming Hao
Chairman of SAPCDA

_____________________________
_____________________________
XXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

_____________________________
_____________________________
XXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development Association

_____________________________
_____________________________
XXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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Fwd: Letter to Mr Li Ho Yuen
From:
To:
Date:
Attachments:

Daryl Maguire <"/o=parl/ou=exchange administrative group (fydibohf23spdlt)/cn=recipients/cn=amaguired63">
"王晓牧 Simon Wang" <simon.wang@norfobest.com>
Fri, 17 Jun 2016 10:06:10 +1000
img-160616232827-0001.pdf (581.96 kB); ATT00001.htm (168 bytes)

G'day Simon here's the letter , regards Daryl
Sent from my iPad
Begin forwarded message:
From: "Nicole Hatton" <Nicole.Hatton@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
To: "Daryl Maguire" <Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Subject: Letter to Mr Li Ho Yuen
Do you want me to mail original as well or is this being emailed only?
Nicole Hatton
Office of Daryl Maguire – Parliament House Sydney
Member for Wagga Wagga
Ext: 2712
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Daryl Maguire
Member for Wagga Wagga
Parliamentary Secretary for Corrections, Emergency Services,
Veterans and The Centenary of ANZAC
76 Morgan Street (PO Box 2184) Wagga Wagga 2650
Tel: 02 6921 1622 or 1300 768 378
Fax: 02 6921 4424 Email: waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Web: www.maguireriverinamedia.com.au

16 June 2016

Parliament House Macquarie Street Sydney NSW 2000
Tel: 02 9230 2155

Mr Li Ho Yuen
Ke Yuan Rd
NANSHAN SHENHEN
Dear Mr Li Ho Yuen

I write to thank you for your warm hospitality when I visited Shenzhen recently and
confirm the discussions we had regarding the formation of the Shenzhen Asia Pacific
Commercial Development Association.
I can confirm on my return to Australia I have met with Papua New Guinea, Solomon
Islands, Fiji and Samoa who have all given in principal support to joining the
Association. Commitments have been given by Fiji to extend the invitation to
Vanuatu and Tonga to join. This meeting will be arranged by Fiji in Canberra soon.
General agreement has been reached by the government representative that they
will arrange for Peak Commerce Representative bodies of each country ie Chambers
of Commerce to partner with SAPCDA and was agreed this organisation is to be
independent and free of Government influences except to assist in its formation.
In this regard I can confirm my APFG is most willing to assist in the formation of the
group using our available resources.
I am very excited about the opportunities this new co-operative will bring to our Asia
Pacific neighbours such as the ones who have already agreed to join and as time
goes on more will see the opportunities available and co-operate.
In my initial discussions the General Council of New Zealand agreed to assist in any
way possible to ensure this cooperative arrangement is a success.
I look forward to meeting you again in Sydney where we can finalise arrangements,
etc. and begin this MOD process with the countries I have already mentioned.
You

sincerely

riendship Group
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FW: Melanesian Islands Trip Draft Itinerary
From:
To:
Date:
Attachments:

Adriana Lions <adriana.lions@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Fri, 17 Feb 2017 13:48:27 +1100
Melanesian Islands Trip Draft Itinerary.docx (18.19 kB)

From: Adriana Lions
Sent: Tuesday, 14 February 2017 3:19 PM
To: Daryl Maguire
Subject: RE: Melanesian Islands Trip Draft Itinerary

Hi Daryl
Please see updated itinerary including accommodation information.
I note the accommodation in Tonga is only 3 star. I sourced all accommodation through Qantas
so you’d be able to accumulate points, but can change this if you like?
Are you sure you don’t need a PA to accompany you on this trip? I could make myself available to
visit the Melanesian Islands!
Adriana
From: Daryl Maguire
Sent: Tuesday, 14 February 2017 2:31 PM
To: Adriana Lions
Subject: Re: Melanesian Islands Trip Draft Itinerary

Correct
Sent from my iPad
On 14 Feb 2017, at 2:27 pm, "Adriana Lions" <Adriana.Lions@parliament.nsw.gov.au> wrote:
Hi Daryl
Do you want to stay in the Capital Cities of each country?
From: Daryl Maguire
Sent: Tuesday, 14 February 2017 12:46 PM
To: Adriana Lions
Subject: RE: Melanesian Islands Trip Draft Itinerary

Need to find out the average accommodation costs in each island 5 star
From: Adriana Lions
Sent: Tuesday, 14 February 2017 12:43 PM
To: Daryl Maguire
Subject: RE: Melanesian Islands Trip Draft Itinerary

Of course. I should note that that weekend coincides with the Easter Long Weekend, which is
from Friday 14 – Monday 17 April.
Is that OK?
From: Daryl Maguire
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Sent: Tuesday, 14 February 2017 12:32 PM
To: Adriana Lions
Subject: RE: Melanesian Islands Trip Draft Itinerary

Can I come home Sunday from Somoa so I get a day there instead of a few hours
From: Adriana Lions
Sent: Monday, 13 February 2017 5:06 PM
To: Daryl Maguire
Subject: Melanesian Islands Trip Draft Itinerary

Adriana Lions
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
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Friday 7 April – Sunday 16 April 2017

Thursday 6 April

Parliament

FRIDAY 7 APRIL

Flights
Fly SYDNEY to PORT VILA (Vanuatu)

10.55am – 3.10 pm (3h 15 min)

0 stops

Air Vanuatu

$580

Accommodation
Warwick Le Lagon, Port Vila, Vanuatu

Garden View Room

4.5 star

2 nights total

Cost - $602

Volume 27

379

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

Qantas Points Earned – 1,803

Close to Parliament House

Breakfast included

https://hotel.qantas.com.au/properties/87124?adults=1&checkIn=2017-0407&checkOut=2017-04-08&children=0&infants=0&offer_id=227703_556069

SATURDAY 8 APRIL

Port Vila (Vanuatu)

SUNDAY 9 APRIL

Flights
Fly PORT VILA (Vanuatu) to SUVA (Fiji)

12.30pm – 3.55pm (2 h 25 min)

0 stops

Fiji Airways

$152

Accommodation
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Grand Pacific Hotel, Suva, Fiji

Deluxe Room, Park View

4.5 star

2 nights total

Cost - $544

Qantas Points Earned – 1629

Close to the Government Building

https://hotel.qantas.com.au/properties/164000?adults=1&checkIn=2017-0409&checkOut=2017-04-11&children=0&infants=0&offer_id=200761767_209406068

MONDAY 10 APRIL

Suva (Fiji)

TUESDAY 11 APRIL

Flights

Fly SUVA (Fiji) to TONGA

1.15pm – 6.05pm (3h 50 mins)

1 stop
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Fiji Airways

$481

Accommodation
Tanoa International Dateline Hotel

Superior Room

3 star

2 nights total

Cost - $349

Qantas Points Earned – 1044

Close to Royal Palace of Tonga

https://hotel.qantas.com.au/properties/247047?adults=1&checkIn=2017-0411&checkOut=2017-04-13&children=0&infants=0&offer_id=201626090_208134244

WEDNESDAY 12 APRIL

Tonga

(No flights from TONGA to FIJI)

THURSDAY 13 APRIL
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Flights
Fly TONGA to SUVA (Fiji)

4.50pm – 7.00pm (3h 10 min)

1 stop

Fiji Airways

$342

Accommodation
Grand Pacific Hotel, Suva, Fiji

Deluxe Room, Park View

4.5 star

1 night total

Cost - $272

Qantas Points Earned – 813

Close to the Government Building

https://hotel.qantas.com.au/properties/164000?adults=1&checkIn=2017-0409&checkOut=2017-04-11&children=0&infants=0&offer_id=200761767_209406068

FRIDAY 14 APRIL (GOOD FRIDAY)
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Flights
Fly SUVA (Fiji) to APIA (Samoa)

10.25am – 4.30pm (5h 5 mins)

1 stop

Fiji Airways

$532

Accommodation
Sheraton Samoa Aggie Grey’s Hotel & Bungalows

Superior Room

4.5 stars

2 nights total

Cost – $437

Qantas Points Earned – 1308

Close to Government House

https://hotel.qantas.com.au/properties/221880?adults=1&checkIn=2017-0414&checkOut=2017-04-16&children=0&infants=0&offer_id=201482973_207403499

SATURDAY 15 APRIL (EASTER SATURDAY)
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Apia (Samoa)

SUNDAY 16 APRIL (EASTER SUNDAY)

Flights
Fly APIA (Samoa) to SYDNEY

6.10 am – 9.45 am (6 h 35 min)

0 stops

Virgin

$586

Total Costs:

Flights:

$2,673

Accommodation:

$2,204

TOTAL:

4,877
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RE: Delegation of the NSW Parliament Asia Pacific
Friendship Association
From: Adriana Lions <"/o=parl/ou=exchange administrative group
(fydibohf23spdlt)/cn=recipients/cn=alionsc1a">
To:
Louise waterhouse <louise@waterhouse.to>, Lakai Fonua <admin@tongachamber.org>
Cc:
Dorina Kioa <ceo@tongachamber.org>, Victorina A Kioa <dorina.kioa@gmail.com>,
Madalene Petelo <coordinator@tongachamber.org>, Suliana Pahulu
<training.officer@tongachamber.org>
Date: Tue, 11 Apr 2017 16:13:23 +1000
Good afternoon Mr Fonua
Please accept my apology for the late response.
Mr Maguire has asked whether you would be available to meet him tomorrow, Wednesday 12
April at 2.00pm at the Tanoa International Dateline Hotel?
This is where Mr Maguire and his delegation are staying.
Thank you.
Kind regards
Adriana
Adriana Lions
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
(02) 6921 1622

From: Louise waterhouse [mailto:louise@waterhouse.to]
Sent: Monday, 10 April 2017 3:25 PM
To: Lakai Fonua; Adriana Lions
Cc: 'Dorina Kioa'; 'Victorina A Kioa'; 'Madalene Petelo'; 'Suliana Pahulu'
Subject: Re: Delegation of the NSW Parliament Asia Pacific Friendship Association

Dear Adriana,
As you can see below the TCCI is looking forward to the Hon Daryl McGuire's visit.
Would you be able to kindly lease directly with Lakai with regard to the best schedule. As you will
have seen they will actually be at the Tanua for an event on the evening of the group's arrival...
I have not heard from the HRH the Princess Royal's office as so I assume she is unavailable.
I will let you know if this changes.
Kind regards
Louise
Sent from my BlackBerry 10 smartphone on the Telstra Mobile network.
From: Lakai Fonua
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Sent: Monday, 10 April 2017 14:01
To: 'Louise Waterhouse'
Cc: 'Dorina Kioa'; 'Victorina A Kioa'; 'Madalene Petelo'; 'Suliana Pahulu'
Subject: RE: Delegation of the NSW Parliament Asia Pacific Friendship Association

Dear Louise,
I trust you had a good weekend. This is just to kindly follow up on the schedule of meetings for
Hon McGuire and his delegation. Or would you prefer us to contact Adriana directly for that? If
so, could you please forward me her email address.
Malo ‘aupito,
Lakai
From: Lakai Fonua [mailto:admin@tongachamber.org]
Sent: Friday, 7 April 2017 11:12 AM
To: 'Louise Waterhouse' <louise@waterhouse.to>
Cc: 'Dorina Kioa' <ceo@tongachamber.org>; 'Victorina A Kioa' <dorina.kioa@gmail.com>;
'Madalene Petelo' <coordinator@tongachamber.org>; 'Suliana Pahulu'
<training.officer@tongachamber.org>
Subject: RE: Delegation of the NSW Parliament Asia Pacific Friendship Association
Importance: High
Dear Louise,
Thank you for your email and the information therein.
The Chinese Embassy in Tonga is holding a Reception to farewell H.E. Huang Huaguang
(Ambassador Extraordinary & Plenipotentiary of the People’s Republic of China to Tonga) on the
same evening, Wednesday 12th April 7:00pm at Tanoa International Dateline Hotel, same hotel
the delegation will be staying at. The Chamber President, other members of the Council, and a
majority of the business community will be at this Reception, so I will have to come back to you
on dinner Wed night.
Perhaps you could kindly advise their schedule once Adriana forwards it to you, then for their
free time we can coordinate meetings with the best prospects for this partnership.
Malo,
Lakai

Molisi Tonga Building, Tupoulahi Rd
Fasi-moe-Afi
P O Box 1704, Nukuálofa
TONGA
Tel: +676 25 168
Fax: +676 26 039
Web: www.tongachamber.org

From: Louise Waterhouse [mailto:louise@waterhouse.to]
Sent: Thursday, 6 April 2017 8:26 PM
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To: 'Lakai Fonua' <admin@tongachamber.org>; 'louise Waterhouse' <louise@waterhouse.to>
Cc: 'Dorina Kioa' <ceo@tongachamber.org>; 'Victorina A Kioa' <dorina.kioa@gmail.com>;
'Madalene Petelo' <coordinator@tongachamber.org>; 'Suliana Pahulu'
<training.officer@tongachamber.org>
Subject: RE: Delegation of the NSW Parliament Asia Pacific Friendship Association
Hi Lakai,
The Hon Mr Daryl McGuire has suggested dinner on Wednesday evening – although their flight
does not get in from Fiji until 6pm.
Which would probably mean dinner at 8 or even 8.30 – is that OK?
They are happy to look at investment opportunities and projects in Tonga that the Chamber of
Commerce may wish to show the delegation.
The delegation is very flexible.
Their main aim is to meet and hopefully have a good understanding so that the non-binding
MOU which I have attached can be signed.
Their goal is to leave Tonga with this Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development Association
(SAPCDA) Memorandum of Understanding signed and to make contacts for the next stage, which
is a visit to Shenzhen.
Kind regards

Louise

Louise S.R. Waterhouse
Hon Consul

Consulate General of the Kingdom of Tonga
Level 6, 73 Walker St, (P.O. Box 238)
North Sydney, NSW 2059, Australia
Ph: + 61 2 9936 2028 Fax: +61 2 9936 2099
From: Lakai Fonua [mailto:admin@tongachamber.org]
Sent: Thursday, 6 April 2017 3:25 PM
To: louise@waterhouse.to
Cc: Dorina Kioa <ceo@tongachamber.org>; 'Victorina A Kioa' <dorina.kioa@gmail.com>;
'Madalene Petelo' <coordinator@tongachamber.org>; 'Suliana Pahulu'
<training.officer@tongachamber.org>
Subject: Delegation of the NSW Parliament Asia Pacific Friendship Association
Importance: High
Greetings Louise,
In light of the impending visit by the Hon Daryl McGuire and his delegation next week, can I
please enquire on the details of the visit.
We would be more than happy to assist any way we can, so could you kindly please advise any
other details you have of their visit. You’ve already forwarded the travel & accommodation
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information, but we would really appreciate the following if you have them please:
-

Number in delegation
Will they need pick up & drop off – airport/hotel/airport
Schedule of meetings
Places they may want to visit
Anything else we can arrange

Look forward to hearing from you.
Malo & kind regards,
Lakai

Molisi Tonga Building, Tupoulahi Rd
Fasi-moe-Afi
P O Box 1704, Nukuálofa
TONGA
Tel: +676 25 168
Fax: +676 26 039
Web: www.tongachamber.org
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Correspondence from Daryl Maguire MP
Adriana Lions <"/o=parl/ou=exchange administrative group
(fydibohf23spdlt)/cn=recipients/cn=alionsc1a">
To:
@gmail.com
Date:
Fri, 31 Mar 2017 16:45:45 +1100
Attachments: DOC310317-001.pdf (648 kB)
From:

Good afternoon Minister
Please see attached.
Kind regards
Adriana
Adriana Lions
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
(02) 6921 1622
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Maguire
Member for Wagga Wagga
Parliamentary Secretary for the Centenary of ANZAC,
Counter Terrorism, Corrections and Veterans.
76 Morgan Street (PO Box 2184) Wagga Wagga 2650
Tel: 02 6921 1622 or 1300 768 378
Fax: 02 6921 4424 Email: waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Web: www.maguireriverinamedia.com.au

Hon. Jimson F. Tanangada
Minister
Ministry of Rural Development

Emai 1:

Re:

Parliament House Macquarie Street Sydney NSW 2000
Tel: 02 9230 2155

@ginail.coin

Invitation to join a meeting with the Shenzen Council for the Promotion of Asia
Pacific Commerce and Trade

Dear Minister
After meeting in the Solomon Islands and subsequent emails and phone calls, I now write to
officially invite you and a small delegation to meet in Suva, Fiji, arriving on the afternoon of
Sunday 9 April 2017, to further discussions about the formation of the Shenzen Trade Group.
In my capacity as Honorary Chairman I have arranged for a delegation from Shenzen to travel to
Fiji, Samoa, Tonga and Vanuatu with the aim of formalising agreements for them to participate.
Fiji have already signed the Memorandum of understanding and the expectation at the
culmination of this visit is that all countries will join.
As has been explained, there is no cost to the Solomon Islands or any other country to take part.
The terms and conditions I’ve already given to you. I believe this is an outstanding opportunity
for Pacific Island countries to engage in commerce and trade with our largest Asian neighbour
and enjoy common benefits in commerce, trade, culture exchange, innovation and agricultural
advances.
The Association will cover your delegation’s accommodation costs whilst in Fiji attending the
meeting. We will arrange your accommodation upon confirmation of your attendance.
I look forward to your prompt reply and to meeting again.

DARYL MAGUIRE MF *
C/armai/WsW
rmaiJWSW Paifiamfnt
Pailiamlnt Asia Pacific Friendship Group

1 March 2017
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INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION

5

RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN SENIOR INVESTIGATOR PAUL
GRAINGER, INVESTIGATOR CAROL WONG AND SARAH CRUICKSHANK AT
SAMUEL GRIFFITH CHAMBERS, SYDNEY ON 10TH JULY, 2019.
TIME:

3:30PM

PRESENT:

PAUL GRAINGER
CAROL WONG
SARAH CRUICKSHANK

GRAINGER:

This is an electronic record of interview between Paul Grainger and
Sarah Cruickshank. We’re currently at Samuel Griffith Chambers in
Sydney. The date is the 21st of June, 2019. Sorry that’s incorr- is
that correct – no it’s the 10th of July, 2019. The time is now 3:30PM
by my watch. Other than myself there are three other people present
being Sarah Cruickshank, Hugh White Barrister for Ms Cruickshank
and Carol Wong. For voice ID (UNINTELLIGABLE) I’ll ask
everyone to state their name starting with you Sarah Cruickshank.

CRUICKSHANK:

Sarah Cruickshank.

GRAINGER:

Thank you.

WHITE:

Hugh White.

GRAINGER:

Thank you.

WONG:

Carol Wong.

GRAINGER:

Thank you. And Hugh you’re acting as legal representative for
Sarah –

WHITE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- is that correct? Thank you. Sarah have you given your consent to
record this interview?

CRUICKSHANK:

Yes I have.

GRAINGER:

Sarah just to adopt a couple of things formally, as I told you before
the interview will form part of the Commission’s evidentiary
holdings in this matter. There’s no determination about how this
matter will progress, however when a determination is made the
contents of this interview may be used or disclosed by the
Commission without further notice to you and the Commission – if
the matter goes to public inquiry may call you as a witness to give
evidence. They may – may also tender this interview subject to the
Commissioners and Counsel Assisting. Do you understand that?

CRUICKSHANK:

Yes I do.

GRAINGER:

Sarah do you agree that I advised you that pursuant to the
Independent Commission Against Corruption Act it is a criminal
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offence to wilfully make a false or misleading statement to an officer
of the Commission exercising their function under the Act.
Anything you tell us today should be true to the best of your
knowledge and belief.
5

CRUICKSHANK:

Yes you did.

GRAINGER:

Thank you. And so there’s no misunderstanding both Carol and I are
Commission officers the conduct of the interview is one of our
functions under the Act. And again this is a voluntary process if you
don’t want to take part or you want to stop or want a break please tell
me, if you wish to converse with Hugh please tell me and we’ll
suspend the interview and go from there.

CRUICKSHANK:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

CRUICKSHANK:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Sarah the Commission is investigating an allegation since
2012 Mr Daryl Maguire, the former member for Wagga Wagga
engaged in conduct that involved a breach of public trust by using
his public office involving his duties as a member of New South
Wales Parliament and the use of Parliamentary resources to
improperly gain a benefit for himself, for others and a company
known as G8Way International.

CRUICKSHANK:

Okay.

GRAINGER:

That’s the scope of our investigation. Now the matter I want to talk
to you about is one of the lines of inquiry in that investigation. Now
Sarah by way of background your current position?

CRUICKSHANK:

I’m the Premiers Chief of Staff.

GRAINGER:

And how long have you held that role?

CRUICKSHANK:

Since she became Premier in January 2017.

GRAINGER:

Okay and what duties does a Chief of Staff undertake?

CRUICKSHANK:

That’s a very long answer. My primary role is running the office
that supports the Premier that involves looking after about thirty-five
staff.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

CRUICKSHANK:

I also advise the Premier, I also advise other senior ministers on
certain matters of policy and cabinet and basically look after the
ministry essentially. And indirectly I’m responsible for about 210
ministerial staff.

GRAINGER:

Okay and your role is independent to that of the – of DPC is that
correct?

CRUICKSHANK:

I’m actually on secondment from DPC.

GRAINGER:

Okay.
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5

CRUICKSHANK:

Yeah. So I’m an employee of the Department of Premier and
Cabinet.

GRAINGER:

And Cabinet –

CRUICKSHANK:

Yeah. And I have been since 2015.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So within the hierarchical structure of the Premiers office
who do you report to?

CRUICKSHANK:

The Premier.

GRAINGER:

Okay and how many direct reports do you have to you?

CRUICKSHANK:

Four direct reports and then there’s probably ten policy advisors and
different break ups of policy advisors, media, administration, but all
35 people don’t report directly to me. I’m responsible for them, but I
have obviously a team structure in place that.

GRAINGER:

Okay. It – it – just to clarify you said in your answer previously in
relation to your role that you have responsibility for the ministry –

CRUICKSHANK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

What did you mean by that?

CRUICKSHANK:

When ministers have issues that they want to raise with the Premier
sometimes they’ve had initial conversations with the Premier,
sometimes they’re thinking about things that they want to raise with
the Premier they will often come to me and have a conversation
about how to - I think that will be received, you know what issues
should we think about those sorts of things. There’s probably two
distinctions, so that’s the ministers themselves and then the staff
there’s a technical responsibility that I have, so I’m the delegate on
behalf of the Premier that employs all ministerial staff.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

CRUICKSHANK:

So they’re in the Ministry obviously.

GRAINGER:

And how does that relate to people who are backbenchers, what’s
your role with them?

CRUICKSHANK:

Next to nothing.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

CRUICKSHANK:

Yeah. The only time backbenchers come into play is if the Premier
is going and visiting certain electorates and then various members of
my team will organise a visit for her to those electorates.

GRAINGER:

And the responsibilities you described in relation to the ministry
does that stretch to Parliamentary secretaries as well?

CRUICKSHANK:

It’s a good question because it possibly technically does, but in
practice I haven’t been doing anything with parliamentary
secretaries.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Daryl –
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5

CRUICKSHANK:

(INAUDIBLE) no I certainly am not involved with any of their
office setups or their staff so in practice no.

GRAINGER:

Mr Maguire, you know him do you?

CRUICKSHANK:

Yes I do.

GRAINGER:

And how do you know him?

CRUICKSHANK:

Well I knew him as an MP obviously once I started in the role with
the Premier, but I actually met him probably twenty years ago when
I was involved in politics which, you know, when I was in the New
South Wales division of the Liberal Party and he was a member of
the division of the Liberal Party and I think a newly elected MP at
the time. So I have known him, but not well. I’ve known of him.

GRAINGER:

So is it – is it correct that you – your knowledge of him revolves
around politics only?

CRUICKSHANK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay. There’s no – there’s no social relationship –

CRUICKSHANK:

No.

GRAINGER:

- or anything like that?

CRUICKSHANK:

Not at all.

GRAINGER:

Okay. I suppose this is a broad question but in the scale of business
at the Premiers office, was Mr Maguire a frequent visitor, an
infrequent visitor?

CRUICKSHANK:

Infrequent.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

CRUICKSHANK:

On a scale like that. The one qualifier I would say, which goes for
all MP’s, is that when Parliament sits. Obviously any member of
parliament can walk into the office, I don’t remember noticing him
do it particularly often, but I’m sure he did because that’s usually the
only time MP’s get a chance to see the Premier or other ministers so
that – they kind of roam around talking to people a bit.

GRAINGER:

So on Parliamentary sitting days do you – yourself re – relocate to
Parliament House?

CRUICKSHANK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Again this is – in your experience with members of
Parliament from those who are say on the – on the scale of
cooperation or being annoyance, how would you rate Mr Maguire on
that scale?

CRUICKSHANK:

I’d probably put him half way on the scale. I would – I would – I
would say he was by no means to use your words, by no means the
most annoying.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.
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CRUICKSHANK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

My words yeah.

CRUICKSHANK:

But – but – yeah your words, definitely not my words. Proactive
MP’s seeking to raise issues yeah probably around the middle. To
be fair there are some MP’s you don’t hear from.

GRAINGER:

Okay,

CRUICKSHANK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

The company UWE what do you know about it?

CRUICKSHANK:

Well I actually didn’t know anything about it until I read this letter
you’d attached.

GRAINGER:

Okay, alright. In m - just in relation to that are you aware of any
dispute between UWE and a Chinese entity in 2017 August? Do you
know the background (INAUDIBLE) –

CRUICKSHANK:

Dispute I – I – I’m not aware of what the dispute was, but I’m aware
that the interaction that I had with Charlie Cull in Minister Blair’s
office was off the back of Daryl believing that a company hadn’t
done something and promised to do in his electorate.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

CRUICKSHANK:

The details of a dispute no.

GRAINGER:

Alright, so your understanding so – so I’m clear that –

CRUICKSHANK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- of UWE and this dispute solely has come from conversation with
other people?

CRUICKSHANK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

There nothing that was on the radar of the Premiers office or
anything like that at all?

CRUICKSHANK:

Well certainly not on my radar –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

CRUICKSHANK:

- yeah I can't account for every other person in the office
unfortunately.

GRAINGER:

Yeah sure.

CRUICKSHANK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

The – the entity in question UWE did you do any sort of research
into who they were or what it was about?

CRUICKSHANK:

No I didn’t,

GRAINGER:

Okay. Were you aware that the facility that was in question is
actually located in the electorate of Murray?
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GRAINGER:

No I wasn’t. I had understood the reason that Daryl had been
expressing an interest in it was in fact because it was in his own
electorate, but I didn’t know it was in the seat of Murray no.

GRAINGER:

It’s actually an Adrian – it was Adrian Piccoli’s electorate at the
time.

CRUICKSHANK:

Oh okay no –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

CRUICKSHANK:

- (UNINTELLIGABLE) sorry.

GRAINGER:

Do you know why Mr Maguire became involved in this matter at
all?

CRUICKSHANK:

No I don’t.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall asking anyone about why Maguire was involved,
Charlie Cull or anyone like that?

CRUICKSHANK:

I don’t recall asking him why he was involved, I’m assuming you’re
gonna ask me a question about what Charlie arose with me?

GRAINGER:

Eventually yeah.

CRUICKSHANK:

Yeah – yeah, so - so the short answer is no I don’t know –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

CRUICKSHANK:

- why and I didn’t ask why.

GRAINGER:

Are you aware of any relationship between Maguire and UWE –

CRUICKSHANK:

No.

GRAINGER:

- and its owner Jimmy Lui?

CRUICKSHANK:

No.

GRAINGER:

Okay. You – you’ve – I’ve sent you a copy of the letter in question
what was your understanding of what the purpose of that letter was?

CRUICKSHANK:

So I don’t think I’ve seen the letter before you sent it to me. So
when I read that letter I thought oh okay that is – that specifically
refers to the incident that I was made aware of which was that Mr
Maguire wanted to fly over to China to confront a company to ask
them why they hadn’t followed through on a deal –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

CRUICKSHANK:

But the letter itself I don’t think I actually ever saw it before you sent
it to me.

GRAINGER:

So it might be best if you tell us how you became involved whole
arrangement –

CRUICKSHANK:

Sure.

GRAINGER:

- thing that was going on.
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CRUICKSHANK:

Yeah sure so one afternoon I think it was, afternoon or evening in
the office my trade advisor Maddie McCure came into my office and
said I’ve just has Charlie Cull on the phone Minister Blair and his
office are very concerned Daryl Maguire wants to fly over to China
later this week or early next week to confront someone and of course
they’re very concerned that that’s going to impact their trade mission
which one of the things I look after is making sure ministers have
their official trade missions approved when they go overseas. To
which I said well that’s ridiculous, the Ministers going over to
China, we’re not going to have, I mean this is add-libbing
(UNINTELLIGABLE) –

GRAINGER:

Sure, yeah.

CRUICKSHANK:

- I can't remember my exact words, but my tone of it was that’s
ridiculous, not going to have a backbench MP going over to China
on the eve of a ministers trip when it’s an official visit tell him he
can't do it. And that was dutifully relayed to Charlie.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

CRUICKSHANK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And what happened after that?

CRUICKSHANK:

I believe I was told then, maybe a day later that Daryl was no longer
going.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

CRUICKSHANK:

Yeah. I think that – I think, but this is my recollection, I think there
were further conversations between Minister Blair’s office and Daryl
and my guess is they probably said we’ve spoken with the Premier’s
office and they don’t think you should go or something like that and
then I was just told he wasn’t going.

GRAINGER:

Did you raise it with the Premier?

CRUICKSHANK:

No.

GRAINGER:

Other than talking with Charlie Cull in Minister Blair’s office did
you discuss the letter with anyone?

CRUICKSHANK:

No I don’t think I’d seen the letter.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

CRUICKSHANK:

(UNINTELLIGABLE)

GRAINGER:

Did you discuss the issue with anyone than other than Maddie
McCure what did you say her name was?

CRUICKSHANK:

Maddie McCure.

GRAINGER:

McCure.

CRUICKSHANK:

I actually am not sure, I probably did say to people in the office I
can't believe this has happened, what a ridiculous idea I probably
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did. That’s the nature of when you’re in an office and you just go
phew whatever so I don’t – I don’t know.

5

GRAINGER:

Okay. Do you recall you spoke to Mr Maguire about it yourself?

CRUICKSHANK:

I don’t think I did. I don’t think I had to.

GRAINGER:

Okay. I just want to go through a couple things in the letter now
You have a have a copy, but I have a copy for Hugh here.

WHITE:

Oh thanks.

GRAINGER:

This is actually the version of the let - email (UNINTELLIGABLE)
letter was sent. You weren’t carboned into this Sarah, but it was sent
to –

CRUICKSHANK:

Yeah Charlie (INAUDIBLE) -

GRAINGER:

- Charlie Cull.

CRUICKSHANK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

There’s a copy for you.

WHITE:

Thank you.

GRAINGER:

Now the letter itself when you (UNINTELLIGABLE) coming from
my reading of the letter we have Mr Maguire, who’s the member for
Wagga Wagga writing to a party secretary in China. So is – is there
some protocol within Government that I suppose from diplomatic
perspective people writing to representatives of foreign
governments?

CRUICKSHANK:

That is also a very good question. I’m not sure if there is a protocol
that says that you don’t, but in my experience, nobody writes ad hoc
letters to party political leaders in my experience. And so, for
example if the premier or a minister was to contact someone senior
in government in another country that would usually be done in
consultation with the department of foreign affairs and trade.

GRAINGER:

So would you say this was unusual?

CRUICKSHANK:

I would say I haven’t seen it before.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

CRUICKSHANK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay paragraph four of the letter it speaks about and it starts, I seek
appointment with you in Shanghai on Thursday to discuss the
serious implication for UWE and the state of New South Wales. Are
you aware of any serious implications to the state of New South
Wales?

CRUICKSHANK:

No I’m not.

GRAINGER:

Would Mr Maguire have been privy to any senior – oh sorry serious
implications to the state of New South Wales?

CRUICKSHANK:

No he wouldn’t.
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GRAINGER:

He goes on to say the delay is causing issues for the operators,
farmers, loss of face by my political leaders.

CRUICKSHANK:

I don’t know who that is. I don’t know who he is referring to.

GRAINGER:

Who have supported this STD China very publicly. So you have no
idea that is, who that loss of face would be?

CRUICKSHANK:

No I don’t, no.

GRAINGER:

Did Mr Maguire have any portfolio responsibility to deal with these
matters of, I suppose, trade?

CRUICKSHANK:

No certainly not trade.

GRAINGER:

Okay. The paragraph five goes on to say that very – last few lines
says leave twenty unemployed and raise very serious questions by
our government both state and local about future joint ventures with
Chinese companies.

CRUICKSHANK:

As I said normally a letter sent to an organisation like this would be
done in partnership –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

CRUICKSHANK:

- with DFAT.

GRAINGER:

So again, from – use – using your words for something you hadn’t
seen before?

CRUICKSHANK:

No. No.

GRAINGER:

Would it be something you would have counselled against writing?

CRUICKSHANK:

Ah yes if I’d known a letter was being written, yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So Maguire has asked for an appointment with these people
in China, if he was to fly over there would he have been acting as an
agent of the New South Wales Government?

CRUICKSHANK:

No. And that’s the very reason why when it was raised with me that
he was proposing to fly over my immediate interpretation was hang
on, we have a trade minister who has an official role who as it
happens about to go to China. We do not have random people
popping in.

GRAINGER:

When you read the context of this letter it appears that Mr Maguire is
advocating for basically a private enterprise with a Chinese
Government entity as the l – a member of Parliament. So he’s
writing about a commercial agreement between two companies.

CRUICKSHANK:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

On my reading of it, I’m just asking for comment from you. If,
having read that, would you say it was appropriate for Daryl to write
that using his Daryl Maguire MP Member for Wagga Wagga
Parliamentary letterhead?
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CRUICKSHANK:

I would say no. The one thing I would say is, although you’ve said
that it’s not in his electorate haven’t you?

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

CRUICKSHANK:

Yeah. So, no I’ll leave my answer as no.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And –

CRUICKSHANK:

My only qualifier –

GRAINGER:

Yes.

CRUICKSHANK:

- was going to be local MP’s obviously can advocate on behalf of
you know activities or whatever within their local electorate, but you
still wouldn’t use this kind of language in doing so. It would simply
be I am very concerned about the future of this particular, whatever,
business prospect I would ask that we could meet soon to discuss or
something. You wouldn’t use this sort of language, to your point it
actually wasn’t in his electorate.

GRAINGER:

With – and we understand Mr Maguire didn’t end up going after –

CRUICKSHANK:

No he didn’t.

GRAINGER:

- some negotiation with the Mr Blair’s office.

CRUICKSHANK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And perhaps your intervention. With – and I think I asked you this
before, but if Mr Maguire was to fly to China what is there – what
check and balances in place within, I suppose, government when
people who are backbenches fly off to foreign lands and advocate.

CRUICKSHANK:

So the short answer is they shouldn’t and because he is a
backbencher he would have had to registered his leave with the
Chief WIP and there’s a process that you go through with that.

GRAINGER:

He wasn’t parliamentary secretary at this point in time.

CRUICKSHANK:

Yeah, but parliamentary secretaries don’t have travel budgets
attached to them so therefore I don’t have overview of them, but I
haven’t come across an example where a backbencher MP would fly
over in an official capacity so therefore the ipso facto of that would
be he would’ve had to pay for that himself too, there wouldn’t have
been a source of funds for him to do it, yeah.

GRAINGER:

So taking that one step further, if Mr Maguire had flown to China at
his own expense, but was there as a person representing – purporting
to represent the New South Wales government what checks and
balances are in place to sort of monitor that or understand what’s
going on?

CRUICKSHANK:

It depends on whether or not you know. Because even with
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade who, when you do an
official visit you supposed to check in with them so they know you
are going and they give you a briefing etcetera – etcetera, if he didn’t
do any of that you wouldn’t necessarily know -
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GRAINGER:

Okay.

CRUICKSHANK:

- that he’d gone.

GRAINGER:

There’s no requirement to report back?

CRUICKSHANK:

You’re now asking me a question that I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

CRUICKSHANK:

Because he’s an MP as opposed to a Minister, if he was a minister
yes there’s a requirement always so there’s protocols around every
minister, so any minister who wants to go overseas needs to get
permission in advance, they need to explain what it is that they’re
doing, they need to identify the source of funds, they need to have
the support of their secretary to you know support the varsity of why
they’re visiting, you know, there’s a whole lot of checks and
balances and then when you come back you have to do a full report
because backbench MP’s are actually run by the, what are they
called, Department of Parliamentary Services and the presiding
officers I’m ac- I actually don’t know what codes of conduct are in
place are for them. Yeah I just – I don’t actually know whether or
not there would have been a report back.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Alright. I’ve got nothing further to ask. Carol do you have
anything?

WONG:

Me neither.

GRAINGER:

That’s it. That’s all (UNINTELLIGABLE), so Sarah thank you for
your time. I’ll finalise the interview now it is 3:51PM. Thank you.

10

15

20

INTERVIEW CONCLUDED

Volume 27

402

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

Bright Foods
Meagan Tuck <"/o=parl/ou=exchange administrative group
(fydibohf23spdlt)/cn=recipients/cn=mtuckad1">
To:
shimingfang@brightfood.com
Cc:
jimmy@uwecommodities.com, charlie.cull@minister.nsw.gov.au
Date:
Tue, 29 Aug 2017 17:06:05 +1000
Attachments: Bright Foods - China.pdf (663.83 kB)
From:

Good afternoon
Please find attached letter from Daryl Maguire MP – Wagga Wagga for your URGENT attention
and reply
Many thanks
Meagan Tuck
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
Ph: 0269 211622
Fx : 0269 214424
Mo:
E: waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION
RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN SENIOR INVESTIGATOR PAUL
GRAINGER AND CHIEF INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX OF THE INDEPENDENT
5

COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION AND ANDREW CUDMORE AT YENDA
ON 13 DECEMBER 2018
TIME:

10:17AM

PRESENT:

INVESTIGATOR PAUL GRAINGER
CHIEF INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX
ANDREW CUDMORE

GRAINGER:

This is an electronic interview between Paul Grainger and Mr Andrew
Cudmore.
We're currently at the Berton Vineyards at 55
Mirrool Avenue, Yenda, New South Wales. The date is the 13th of
December, 2018. The time is 10.17am. Other than myself, I'll ask
each of the people present to state their names, starting with you
Andrew.

10

15

CUDMORE:

Andrew Cudmore.
GRAINGER:

Tim.
20

FOX:

Tim Fox.
GRAINGER:

Thank you. Andrew, have you given consent to have this
interview recorded?
CUDMORE:

Yes, I have.
GRAINGER:

Andrew, can I have your full name, please?
25

CUDMORE:

Andrew Collier Cudmore.
GRAINGER:

And can you spell name for me.
CUDMORE:

C-O-L-L-I-E-R.
GRAINGER:

Thank you. And Cudmore is C-U-D-M-O-R-E. Your date of birth.
CUDMORE:
30

GRAINGER:

Your current residential address.
CUDMORE:

, north Adelaide,
5006.
GRAINGER:

And your best contact number.
CUDMORE:

Which is my mobile,
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GRAINGER:

OK. Andrew, do you agree that prior to the commencement of this
interview, I informed you that under the ICAC Act, it is a criminal
offence to deliberately provide false or misleading information or a
statement to an officer of the commission?

CUDMORE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And I've indicated to you that both Tim and I are both officers of the
commission.

CUDMORE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

This interview forms part of our duties or function under the act. So
anything you tell us today needs to be true.

CUDMORE:

OK.

GRAINGER:

Yep. We are looking at an inves - an allegation that since 2012, Daryl
Maguire, the former member for Wagga Wagga, engaged in conduct
which involved the breach of the public trust by using his public office
involving his duties as a member of the New South Wales Parliament,
and the use of Parliamentary resources to properly gain a benefit for
himself. A company known as G8way International, and any associated
people. Now, Andrew, I note from your business card, you are - you are
the export manager for Berton Vineyards.

CUDMORE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

How long have you held that position for?

CUDMORE:

Since January 2008.

GRAINGER:

So you're a long standing employee.

CUDMORE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Are you based here in Yenda?

CUDMORE:

No, I'm based in Adelaide. I think I'm the only employee that's not based
in New South Wales.

GRAINGER:

OK. Is that a good thing?

CUDMORE:

I, I think it's a good thing, but nothing against New South Wales of
course. But I just decided not to move to Griffith and stay and undertake
my role in Adelaide.

GRAINGER:

Have you always held the position of export manager?

CUDMORE:

Yes, but when I was appointed with the company, the export manager
was the title. These days, I'm more specifically looking after the USA
region and the Asia region in particular, and branded products for Berton
Vineyards.

GRAINGER:

Do you have a background in Viticulture and, and wine export?
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CUDMORE:

I've got a - not, not so much viticulture, but I do have a background in
wine export, having worked in wine exports since 1989, formally with
Pernod Ricard for 12 years. And thereafter, with a company called
Global Wine Marketers for 7 years before I joined Berton.

GRAINGER:

OK. So the matter we're interested in was a, a sale of wine to a company
by the name of Viking Investments, I think it was called.

CUDMORE:

Viking Global.

GRAINGER:

Global.

CUDMORE:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Yes, and which we understand, Mr Maguire had some stake or
involvement in. So what I might ask you to do is from your recollection
of the events, just tell us what happened.

CUDMORE:

OK. Daryl Maguire was introduced to me by Bob Berton, who I
understand knew Daryl and was a, a friend or an acquaintance of his.
And I was asked to assist with an export transaction from a company that
was introduced to our company by Daryl Maguire. The companies name
- there, there, there were different companies, and because it was such a
long time ago, I - off the top of my head, I can't remember exactly the
names of all the companies, but the principal company that we were
dealing with was a company called Viking Global Investments. And that
was an initial order looking at this correspondence, the enquiries dated
back to August 2012. The initial order, I think, I've got a copy of the
correspondence here. We confirmed our orders with a thing called a
sales confirmation, and that was confirmed with this company, and I just
have to look up these, these bits of paper I've got in front of me. Here it
is. On the 11th of February 2013. And that particular order was for - it
was quite a large order, it was around six containers, totalling 296 odd
thousand dollars.

FOX:

So are they 20 foot containers?

30

CUDMORE:

Yes, they are. So it's $296,368.56 to be precise. And it was confirmed to
us by a signature from this company on the 13th of February, 2013. And
part of the negotiation with that was to provide a commission on that
order to a company called - and again, I've got to look this up, a company
called G8way International.

35

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

CUDMORE:

So that was the initial order. We processed that order after negotiating it
since, I suppose August through to February. I'd have to have a look
exactly when that was shipped, but it would have been in March, 2013, I
think. And then thereafter, we received two other orders in 2014, both
for one container each from what I've been able to look up from those,
our records. So we then received an invoice claim for commission to pay
this company called G8way International.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.
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CUDMORE:

The fellow who we were told to liaise with was a gentleman by the name
of Phil Edwards - Elliott, and he sent us the claim, which we eventually
paid. And, and I've got copies of the correspondence to that effect in
front of me and can give you all the dates. But I understand you've got
that in your records anyway.

GRAINGER:

I have some, though I'll be curious to see what you have with
you correlates with what I have.

CUDMORE:

OK.

GRAINGER:

So we can do that after you've -

CUDMORE:

Sure.

GRAINGER:

- completed.

CUDMORE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So breaking that, that down, you were introduced to Mr Maguire by Bob,
Bob Berton.

CUDMORE:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And when you were dealing with Mr Maguire, what did you understand
Daryl to be?

CUDMORE:

I understood him to be a local member of the Parliament.

GRAINGER:

Is that something Daryl told you, or is that something that you'd sort of
come to?

CUDMORE:

I - honestly, my, my recollect - I'm, I'm not sure who told me that, but I, I
became, early in the piece, aware of that. And I, I can't recall whether it
was Daryl or Bob that told me.

GRAINGER:

So with, with Daryl, when you were talking to him, did he tell you how
he was involved, how he had come to be involved with organising this
purchase of wine?

CUDMORE:

My - and, and again, this is a long time ago, but my understanding was
that he had travelled to China, had met this company, and was trying to
assist them to purchase some wine he knew of us through his association
with Bob, and therefore approached us.

GRAINGER:

How much interaction did you have with Mr Maguire?

CUDMORE:

A number of phone calls where he, he - we talked directly, and it would
appear from looking at all this correspondence, that we had quite a
number of emails going backwards and forwards as well.

GRAINGER:

So in the relation to the correspondence of Mr Maguire, what email
address were you sending, or he was sending you emails from?
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CUDMORE:

Now, I have to go and look it up on my laptop, because it's, it's just got
Daryl Maguire here. It hasn't actually got his address but.

GRAINGER:

Is there any part of an email chain there that may display his address?

CUDMORE:

Let me have a quick look, but I can certainly go and get my laptop and
give you an answer to that very quickly, if - but I know where - here we
go. No, that's Pau - no, that's - I don't think so looking at this, but it - it'll
be easier to look on my computer -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

CUDMORE:

- to, to gain, to learn what that says.
@iprimus.com.au.

GRAINGER:

In that case, we probably don't have those emails. So may I ask you for a
copy later on.

CUDMORE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

With your contact, when you're both talking on the phone, and by email
with Mr Maguire, what were the conversations about?

CUDMORE:

The conversation was to assist this company to, to provide wine to the
predominantly, that's what it was about.

GRAINGER:

OK. So wha - with, with Mr Maguire, he's obviously a Member of
Parliament. Would be, from your experience, normal for someone who
introduced company A to company B as intermediary to continue being
involved in the negotiation between the two parties?

CUDMORE:

That has often happened. I've been working in the export industry as I
told you since 1989, so I have a long experience for this sort of stuff, and
it, it varies. But sometimes some parties who provide an introduction
and we give a commission to, for example, for that or an ongoing whatever the arrangement is. Will liaise with us for a certain period of
time to set things up, so to speak. And, and that's pretty much what
occurred in this case, that the most unusual circumstance here was that
Daryl Maguire was a Member of Parliament talking about commission.

GRAINGER:

OK. So let's just deal with that now, did he directly discuss with you
commission?

CUDMORE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. And what do you recall? Was that - was that in an email or on the
telephone?

CUDMORE:

Both. I, I, I have correspondence with him relating specifically to the
commission and his instructions, the - on the amount of the commission
that, that we should be paying it to a third party.

GRAINGER:

To G8way.

CUDMORE:

Mm.
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GRAINGER:

So what do you recall Daryl telling you verbally on the phone?

CUDMORE:

Hell, that's, that's difficult being, being five years ago, but -

GRAINGER:

Your best.

CUDMORE:

I, I, I mean, we, we discussed it - primarily, he was trying to assist this
company, get a footing in the wine industry. A lot of these companies do
that so that they can - it, it assists them with their - visa applications in
Australia, and they need to be seen to be doing some sort of transaction
within Australia. And that's common place, and we will have had a lot of
inquiries in regard to that. So I viewed this transaction as one of those
circumstances. And he gave me the impression that he was trying to
assist these people, start up some new business, and, and I guess that was
primarily the reason for it. The, the commission request was, in my
mind, a little unusual in the circumstances. I, I did discuss that with Bob,
but we had no way of knowing whether he was travelling on tax payer
funded airfares, or whether he was travelling privately. And we didn't
ask that question, because it really, you know, Member of Parliament, it
wasn't - it was an awkward question to ask. So I discussed that with Bob.
We decided just to finish, you know, follow through with the transaction.
Rather unusually, there were two other orders a year later, just one
container orders. And in preparation for this meeting, I looked at the
correspondence, and I can't find that we paid him any commission, or in
fact, he'd claimed for any commission, again, through this third party. So
I don't think that occurred, however it certainly occurred with the first
larger transaction of six containers.

GRAINGER:

So the first order was for six containers.

CUDMORE:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And the later were for a container on each order. Is that the case?

CUDMORE:

That would - that is the case. From what I've been able to look up, and
briefly yesterday, as I said, in preparation for our discussion. So I - I've
got copies of those orders here. And that occurred in June 2014. So
there was a fair bit of - a year or so that, that went by since then. In fact,
I, I remember travelling down to Melbourne to meet with these rather
unusual Chinese people from the company. The guys name was Mr Lin,
I think. And again, I'll have to look up the correspondence to be more
specific about that, but that was - that was his name. And so - - -

GRAINGER:

Lin, or Yin?

CUDMORE:

Sorry, Yin, Y, Y-I-N, sorry.

GRAINGER:

Did he go by the anglicised name, Kent?

CUDMORE:

I, I - I'd have to check the correspondence to be sure about that. It, it
rings a bell, but I'm not sure -

GRAINGER:

OK.
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CUDMORE:

- but I'm not - I'm not sure. I, I haven't poured through all this stuff.

GRAINGER:

I understand, that's our job.

CUDMORE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

With - so just run me through. You've had the first contact with Daryl.

CUDMORE:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

You've had a series of telephone calls and some email correspondence,
and you formed a view that he was trying to promote or get a foothold for
this company in the wine business.

CUDMORE:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

I'm assuming that's not the wine business in Australia, that's the wine
business in China.

CUDMORE:

It, it, it was - it was for that company to transact trading between
Australia and China. And, and often, these guys do this to assist with
their - with their visa applications, from what I can understand.

GRAINGER:

So just enlighten me about what that is. They have to have a certain
volume of business with Australia to company to qualify for a visa or -

CUDMORE:

I, I, I'm not certain about that, but I, I - that's what - that has always been
my understanding, yep. And, and a huge amount of Australian wine that
goes into China goes through these types of companies.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

CUDMORE:

They either use our labels or they use their own labels to undertake these
transactions, these sorts of transactions.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall in the range of the conversations with Mr Maguire in the
emails when the commission was first brought up? Was it like - did he
set it out in the first time he spoke to you, he was after money, or when
roughly in the - in the range of time?

CUDMORE:

It, it would appear that, that - and this is the first bit of correspondence
that I have here. But there is a discussion about commission, it's internal.
Let me just have a look, here, Bob. So I think Daryl Maguire bought a
couple of guys Kent Lin, L-I-N, and Gordon Tse to this winery.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

CUDMORE:

Met with Bob on the 20th of August, 2012. Daryl's given them a palette
price, blah, blah, blah. "Hi Bob, I've left messages and haven't been able
to get a reply back from Daryl today, therefore based on, da, da, da, da.
Please look at the terms at the bottom of the attached page to see if my
interpretation of what was discussed is correct. One of the bullet points
here is I've added a commission of seven per cent as three dollars," blah,
blah - and then it talks about in discussing the possible commissions
with Daryl a while ago, he seemed OK with the suggestion of five to
seven per cent.
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At the end of the day for this big transaction, we negotiated that down to
three per cent, I understand. And again, I'd have to look through this in
more - in more detail, but - so it would appear that the issue of
commission was discussed from the outset.
5

GRAINGER:

So that's the first correspondence you've had in relation to this
transaction. Is that the case?

CUDMORE:

That's the first one. Again, I looked at this stuff briefly yesterday, and
there is a, a chronological chore. And that's - and that's the first bit that I
could find.

GRAINGER:

That's, that's, uh, an email chain between yourself and Bob Berton.

CUDMORE:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Which commences on the 20th of August, 2012, at 6.02pm. And the first
part is an email from Bob Berton to you about Daryl's guests.

CUDMORE:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And then, subsequently, the email chain is up to the 21st, where at five sorry, at 3.15 - 3.13pm, where you've indicated that, "I've included a
commission of $3.50 per the case of all proceeds of Outback Jack. I've
added a commission of 7 per cent to the two OJ Outback Jack products."

CUDMORE:

Yep.

20

GRAINGER:

"As 3.50 seems to blow the price of too much of a price point. And
discussed the policy commission with Daryl a while ago, he seemed OK
with the suggestion of 5 to 7 per cent." So that infers that sometime
before the 21st of August, 2012, you had a conversation with Daryl about
this issue.

25

CUDMORE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK.

CUDMORE:

And, and I've got a list of chronological emails. This is the next one.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

CUDMORE:

I've had another discussion with him, or this same sort of thing is
discussed.

GRAINGER:

Do you call - was Daryl calling you on your mobile phone, or did - that where you did your business?

CUDMORE:

He, he would have been calling on my - on my mobile phone.

GRAINGER:

And have you had that mobile phone for the entire - that number the
entire time you worked for the company?

CUDMORE:

Yes, yep.
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GRAINGER:

OK.

CUDMORE:

And I, I've got landline in my Adelaide office as well, but he would
almost certainly called me on my mobile the whole time.

GRAINGER:

With this transaction, did you ever meet Daryl himself?

CUDMORE:

That's a good question. I, I, I don't think I did, no. I don't think I did.

GRAINGER:

Have you ever, ever been to Parliament House in Sydney?

CUDMORE:

No.

GRAINGER:

No.

CUDMORE:

I, I, I - I'm pretty sure though that I, I looked his - up his, the image of
what Daryl looks like on the - on the internet at some point. So I've got a
rough idea of what he looks like.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

CUDMORE:

But I don't think we met, because he came to the winery, I wasn’t here at
that time, I was back in Adelaide.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh. When he came to the winery and you - in the email you showed
me from Bob to you, which was on the 20th of August, the email from
Bob says, "The meeting went well. Mr Tse and Mr Yin came." Did
Daryl come to - on that day as well?

CUDMORE:

My, my understanding is that he did, but I, I'm not certain. I, I'd have to
check with Bob about that, and also look more closely at this
correspondence.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

CUDMORE:

But my, my recollection is that he did.

GRAINGER:

OK. With -

CUDMORE:

But I'm not -

GRAINGER:

100 per cent certain -

CUDMORE:

- 100 per cent certain, yep.

GRAINGER:

You indicated before this you travelled to Melbourne to see Mr Yin.

CUDMORE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

How did that come about?

CUDMORE:

That was in my attempt to try to get some more business with them. The
first order was good, and we - it would have been good for us at the time
of our - developing out business to continue that business with them.
And so I went down there, as I often do, to have a face to face meeting
with these people to find out if they wanted to continue to trade with us
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and build their business. But I got the impression this guy was, you
know, it was a visa application thing, and he had a certain amount of
business he needed to do. And then once that was done, probably wasn't
- we probably weren't going to see him again, and that's in fact what
happened.

5
GRAINGER:

Was he a resident of Melbourne, was he living there?

CUDMORE:

Hell, I, I, I think I went to an office, but I, I'm honestly not certain. I'm
not certain. I should recall that. I can't recall a lot - a lot of these guys,
Chinese guys, operate out of a, a residential house sometimes that they
own -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

CUDMORE:

- and that's their office. Certainly, that's the case with our major trading
- Chinese trading partner at the moment who is based in Melbourne.
With this guy, I can't recall exactly where I went, but I know that I met
with him.

GRAINGER:

OK. Did -

CUDMORE:

And, and I also met a fellow at that office that he was - that worked for
him that was handing the business over to him. That, that, that he was
handing the business over to. In other words, this other guy was trying to
- was, was engaged by Mr Yin to, to, to further grow his business. So
that's the guy that I primarily met with.

GRAINGER:

Had you dealt with Mr Yin in the terms that's agreed with with Daryl?
With Daryl, had you been dealing with Yin directly?

CUDMORE:

Yes, yes.

GRAINGER:

So you had some sort of a rapport up with him at that point in time.

CUDMORE:

Yes, yes.

GRAINGER:

So -

CUDMORE:

The
Again, I don't have copies of all that correspondence.
correspondence I've got here specifically relate to the commission issue,
yeah.

GRAINGER:

I've got some copies of emails between yourself and Mr Yin, in which
Daryl was copied into. Was he, do you recall, with the initial order, the
six containers. Was there a significant discussion about price points and
backwards and forwards and -

CUDMORE:

Yes, there was.

GRAINGER:

And he was looking for a cheaper price?

CUDMORE:

I'm, I'm not sure how it all played out, but typically, we provide a price
list, and there is negotiation in regard to that. I can't recall the specific
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details about this
correspondence.

pouring

through

the

So with - do you recall though, with the - with the negotiations, whatever
the - whatever they were, was Mr Maguire in your conversations with
him advocating for the purchaser - sort of trying to get the deal across a
line by advocating for what the purchaser was seeking?

CUDMORE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So price point wise and in terms -

CUDMORE:

Yep, Mr Maguire, he was sort of a wanting to help us and the customer.
But primarily, the customer would get the deal across, I'm assuming.

GRAINGER:

So obviously, the, the deal went ahead for the first 6 containers of wine.

CUDMORE:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And you had discussed the payment of commission. We've ascertained
that from the documentation we have that the commission was negotiated
by Mr Maguire initially. And then you said you ended up paying the
commission to a third party, G8way International.

CUDMORE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And how did that come about?

CUDMORE:

We were instructed to, to pay the commission to that person, and they
would be putting a claim in.

GRAINGER:

Who, who gave those instructions?

CUDMORE:

Daryl, I'm assuming, but I just - let me have a look through this. Sorry.
I'm just trying to find the trail that actually confirms that, but almost
certainly that's what's happened. All right. I just got to go back and have
a look at this to find the most relevant bit that you - that's gunna help you
guys. Viking Global. I'm just trying to find where - here we go. From
Phil Elliott. "Hello Andrew, I have attached blank invoice. Daryl has
suggested that you have had an agreed rate, including GST, when you
advised me of what, I will forward the amended invoice." So this Phil
Elliott has contacted us on instructions from Daryl. I've attached a blank
- the date of that email is 25th of June.

GRAINGER:

25th of June.

CUDMORE:

Whatever, 2000 -

GRAINGER:

2014.

CUDMORE:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Yep, and what, what is the next email?
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CUDMORE:

And then the next email is this one, where I've gone back to this guy
explaining the commission.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

CUDMORE:

"Thanks for this, da, da, da, da commission for the introduction of Viking
Global being 3 per cent. Da, da, da - that's the amount, thanks again. It's
further orders from Mr Lin." Now, what's behind that, that's a blank
invoice that he -

GRAINGER:

OK.

CUDMORE:

And, and I've gone back and said, "Put that information into here," which
he has done. And then he sent it back attached, was forward, he says
there's the claim, the information that I provided, just put it in there.
Subsequently, these emails confirm the payment arrangement.

GRAINGER:

OK. No problems at all.

CUDMORE:

OK.

GRAINGER:

Just in that, that chain of emails, I have another one here which
we obtained from Mr Elliott's computers, which is in April 2014.
It's two months before the June ones. So I'll just show you this
one. It's commission reference D-1-0-5-1-5-7-9-01 dated the 29th of
April, 2014.

5

10

15

CUDMORE:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Just have a read of that one.

CUDMORE:

And that's to me, OK. OK. “After discussion with our mutual friend
Daryl I seek your advice as to exactly what you require on my invoice.
Would you be kind enough to provide details covering some or all of the
supply. Further please advise if your agreed price including gst. It’s
likely I’ll be in meetings, blah blah, OK.” I don't know why I, I
haven't got a copy of that. All, all of this correspondence was back
loaded in our system here, and it's also on, on a really out-of-date laptop
that I've got in my office that takes about an hour and a half to crank up,
and the wading through it is a laborious task. But there might be, that,
almost certainly, there'd be a copy of that in there.
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GRAINGER:

So in the timeline of what you provided to us here, and seeing it in
April 14, Elliott has contacted you by email on the face of the document
here.

CUDMORE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And has asked you a series of questions. Particularly, "What am
I invoicing you for? What is the price? Please tell me something
about it so I can - I can do an invoice."

CUDMORE:
1
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GRAINGER:

Subsequently to that, some 2 months later, Mr Elliott has again sent you
an email with a blank invoice attached -

CUDMORE:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- asking for some similar information. It's suggested that you have an
agreed rate of putting GST in the advised role for the amended invoice
that followed up. You've sent a reply back to him the same day with a
who to, the commission rate, what's to be on it. And then the same day, a
completed invoice had come back you in that case.

CUDMORE:

Yes, yes.

GRAINGER:

So the payment appears to have been negotiated over a period of
2 months, from what we have at this point in time.

CUDMORE:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So at that point in time, did, did you have some concern about the whole
- who this would have been structured? Mr Maguire - I'll, I'll rephrase
that. Did Mr Maguire tell you why it was - the commission was being
paid to a third party?

CUDMORE:

No. He didn't, no. And that's a very good question. And did I have
some concerns? I, I suppose I - I did. And we might have discussed
those internally, but I can't recall that we did, because the whole issue
about Mr Maguire receiving a commission was discussed early days by
me with Bob.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

CUDMORE:

And we, you know, the decision was taken to, to pay him the
commission, because for the reasons that I mentioned earlier without
asking him specifically what's going on.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

CUDMORE:

Which, you know, that's - I, I, suppose that's the - down to our directors
in our company -

GRAINGER:

Yeah, that's all right.

CUDMORE:

- in regards to all that sort of stuff.

GRAINGER:

Did you ever have a - did you ever speak with Phil Elliott personally on
the - on, on the telephone?

CUDMORE:

I, I, I honestly can't recall. I - I may have, but I can't specifically recall
speaking to him.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

CUDMORE:

Being five years ago, my memory's not so fantastic these days.
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GRAINGER:

So the - this invoice was finally sent to you on the 25th of June, 2014.
And I assume it was paid shortly thereafter.

CUDMORE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

The indications that I have from records provided to us indicate that it
was paid on or around the - I actually don't know. It doesn't, doesn't give
me the date.

CUDMORE:

Yeah, I, I -

GRAINGER:

Sorry, 24th of the 6th, 2014, which is after - which is a day - you may be
able to tell me -

CUDMORE:

I, I can. I've got an email here from Phil Elliott, 11th of July, 2014. "Just
a quick note to confirm the receipt of payment, many thanks."

GRAINGER:

So in July it was - it was paid.

CUDMORE:

11th of July, we paid it, there it is there. "I have paid the invoice
request," this is from our administration manager to myself, Bob, and
our finance director, Jamie Bennett, dated the 11th of July.

GRAINGER:

So in relation to the other two containers of wine ordered by Viking
Global -

CUDMORE:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- when did that occur? So I'm trying to - at the time you're travelling to
Melbourne, and the subsequent 2 containers.

CUDMORE:

That could - order number two is here. It's dated the 23rd of June,
2014. And -

GRAINGER:

So it's 2 days before the invoice was sent in.

CUDMORE:

If that's when the order was confirmed, it would have been shipped after,
after that date. It normally takes a month or so to prepare these orders.

GRAINGER:

So you had travelled to Melbourne at this point in time prior to that -

CUDMORE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- to that order being placed.

CUDMORE:

I, I had, and - yes, I had. And I'm just trying to confirm whether - I think
it was Mr Yin that I met with, but it might have been his offsider as well.
There was another guy there. And I need to look up the correspondence
to find out who that was.

GRAINGER:

That's all right.

CUDMORE:

Yeah. Here it is - here it is. Yep. "Regarding your visit on Monday the
13th, we can arrange a meeting time. Our office address is suite 202,
Jells Road, Wheelers Hill." So that's where I went.
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GRAINGER:

So just -

CUDMORE:

Victoria.

GRAINGER:

Which month was that, sorry?

CUDMORE:

That is June, 2014. And so that meeting was on 30th of June.

5

GRAINGER:

OK. So the, the invoice that you've produced, and so you've provided
information to - back to Phil Elliott on the 25th of June. And your email
of that date at 12.00, 12.01pm provides Mr Elliott with the address of
Berton Vineyards. And some wording for documents, and it says to, "Be
at three percent commission for the sale of 8400 cases of wine."

10

CUDMORE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Now, your six containers of wine, does that equate to 8400 cases?

CUDMORE:

I'm, I'm gunna have to check to see whether they're 12 packs or six packs.

GRAINGER:

OK.

CUDMORE:

And how that fits in, but my recollection was around six containers.
It might have been - let me have a look.

GRAINGER:

And the reason I ask -

CUDMORE:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- is that the wording says "for the period April 2013 to June 2014."

CUDMORE:

OK. Yep, so it's going to relate to that first order, I understand, which is
the one that we had the - but with, with these orders, we don’t all ship
them all at once, they, they get shipped over a period of time. There are
stamps - there is - how many containers is this? Yep. So I - it's 2000,
4000, 5000, six, seven, yeah. There would be about 8000 ca - that's the
quantity roughly.

GRAINGER:

OK.

CUDMORE:

And they are 12 pack. So it, it, it might have been more than
six containers.

GRAINGER:

So the, the - just - and the reason I'm asking is just to clarify that the last
two containers that you negotiated yourself with Viking Global, relating
to your trip to Victoria, was there commission paid to G8way on those?

CUDMORE:

I, I don't think there was, and we can't find - I don't think there is any
email record of commission relating to those last two orders.

GRAINGER:

That, OK.

CUDMORE:

I don't think so. Again, if, if there was, it's going to be on that laptop of
mine, and it's going to take a long time to get it out. But I don't think - I
don't think - we have no record of a payment to this company -
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GRAINGER:

After this.

CUDMORE:

- apart from this.

GRAINGER:

OK.

CUDMORE:

And, and these guys keep much better records likely than I do on my
laptop.

GRAINGER:

So after the, the transaction had taken place, and the payment had been
made, you indicated you received an email from Mr Elliott.

CUDMORE:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Did you have any further dealings with either Daryl or Mr Elliott after
that?

CUDMORE:

Certainly not Mr Elliott after that. The odd phone call from Daryl. He
rang me about, about a year ago, I think, or earlier this year about
something, a new customer or something like that. And nothing followed
up in regard to that. I certainly didn't follow him up concerning that,
because it really wasn't very interesting for us.

GRAINGER:

Was it another Chinese customer?

CUDMORE:

It was, yep.

GRAINGER:

And you recall the details of what he was after?

CUDMORE:

No, it was just an enquiry, a basic enquiry, "Would you be prepared to do
more business? Have you got some wine still available?" That's that
type of thing. And I honestly can't remember the date. I didn't take notes
of the conversation. I have a vague recollection that that's what occurred,
and he would have rung me on my mobile and I haven't spoken to him
for four and a half years.

GRAINGER:

OK.

CUDMORE:

It was a, a bit out of the blue. We're doing substantial business with our
own branded products in China at the moment. Last month we shipped
16 containers of just branded wine. So this sort of business is not as
interesting as it was back then for us.

GRAINGER:

Just - and you have - you said you have no idea of the date, but a rough
idea, earlier this year?

CUDMORE:

I, I think it would have been about July.

GRAINGER:

This year?

CUDMORE:

Yep, but I, I, I didn't take a note. It was a brief conversation, and I think
he contacted me. In fact, he did, I'm sure he rang me. And it was just a
general enquiry about wine.
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GRAINGER:

All right. At this stage, Andrew, I have no more questions for you.
Andrew, thank you for taking the time to speak to us. Just in closing, do
you have any complaints with the way Tim or I conducted the interview
today?

CUDMORE:

Absolutely not, no.

GRAINGER:

Andrew, thank you for your time. I'll finalise the interview now. It is
11.00am.

CUDMORE:

OK.
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Andrew Cudmore
From:

Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Andrew Cudmore
Tuesday, 24 June 2014 2:58 PM
Bob Berton
Jamie Bennett
Viking Global reconciliation.
sales confirmation.pdf; SAX023L0SXQUE.PDF; SAX023L0T9Z90.pdf; ARR093L0TCIE9.pdf;
Kent who came to visit with Gordon Tse has confirmed he wants to order ; Wine invoice

Hi Bob,
As discussed we have agreed to pay Daryl McGuire commission for introducing Mr Yin (Viking Global Investments) to us
last year. Originally we talked about 5% but after Mr Yin negotiated cheaper prices we decided on a total of 3%.
Daryl has asked that this commission be paid in one lump sum after all 8 containers Mr Lim ordered were shipped . The
SC for the 8 containers is attached, together with a record of what's shipped and what's been paid.
In summary:
We have shipped 6 containers (6,374 cs) totalling $227,782.00 - we have been paid for this.
Next month we will ship the 2 remaining containers which have in our warehouse (2016 cs) totalling $68,586.56
- we have also been paid for this in full, refer attached trial balance
Therefore commission owing is $8,891.06 (= 3% of $296,368.56).

•
•
•

Daryl has recently requested this commission be paid to a company called G8waylnternational Pty Ltd via a colleague of
his Phil Elliott. Refer attached email.
All the other supporting documentation is attached.
Are you okay if we obtain the appropriate claim from G8wayinternational and process this full payment before the close
of this month? Please advise how GST should be structured in regard to this payment?
I will give you a call to discuss.
Thanks
Andrew

1
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Export Price List
1st February, 2013

Btles/case

Size

Pallet buy price
AUD

166.30

500 case price
AUD

Full container price ( 1176
cases)
AUD

Berton Vineyard
2009 Bonsai Shiraz

12

750ml

2009 High Eden Cabernet Sauvignon

12

750ml

99 .30

94.30

2011 High Eden Sauvignon Blanc

12

750ml

99.30

94.30

2009 Coonawarra Cabernet Sauvignon

12

750ml

85 .80

79.90

20 IO Eden Valley Chardonnay

12

750ml

85 .80

79.90

Reserve

Edengate
20 l O Reserve Barossa Shiraz

12

750ml

79.90

20 12 Cabernet Merlo!

12

750ml

43.80

40.60

2012 Shiraz

12

750ml

43 .80

40 .60

Outback Jack
NY Classic D1y Red

12

750ml

-

28 .80

NV Classic Dry White

12

750ml

-

28.00

I• Prices quoted un Australian Dollars AUD - ClF Shanghai per case - a part of a mixed full 20 foot container order (i.e. l 176 cases)
• Pallet quantities are 65 cases per product
• If chinese importer labels required and quantity is less than 500 dozen please add A$3.50 per case to the pallet price
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Berton Vineyards l'ty Ltd

PO Box 584 (Mtrrool Rel)
Ycnda. NSW 2681 Australia
Tel: ·t 6 l (0) 2 6968 1600
Fax: +61 (0) 2 6968 L620
Email:

_ _ -,-- ____AM (i;NDE~ SALES CO~F~l_lMA}'ION
Our Hdcrcncc No I VGlOOOJ

BUYER:
Viking Global lm cstmcnt
Suite 202/202 Jells Road
Wheelers llill, Vic J 150
Tel: 16139561 2616

,,-i'l!()iliOt 3 ··-

Order Date - Shipment Date:
Payi11cnl Terms

-r

Proposed Shipment Schedule:

1mdn.:\\ 1~hl:1-tom ir!\:.~an ls.com nu

Special
Conditions

•
•

•
•

As per the agreed attached
schedule April 2012 to February
-----2013
Curr~ncy
----Final arh,,ork to be approved by Vikin~ Global Investment .

.. ,

· --

2013/ 14
- - - - - --i
$40Kc lcposit on conlinnation ofo~·dcr. iull
payment t'or HOJ J Cab Mcrlot & Shiraz containers
rccci,cd rc~pcctivcly in Miu-ch & April before
shipment. Bulancc payable prior to shipment for
rcmainin°Sc 6 containers. Refer
attached
··-- - · -

AUD

St1pcr Premium punted screw cap claret bottles except for Ashwell Valky Ory Red which will have a Premium punted
screw cap bottle. l'lain white carton with ink jct markings.

Subject to AWBC approv:11
Please t·emit funds to National Australia Bank, 322 Sanna Avenue, Griffith, New South Wales, Australia, 8S8
082-632 , AC #

151,Swift AC#

_Qcstin-;tion ["'o~,lian Ol" Tianj,!_lt, Ch!n~~- - - - .

--=o/--~-- - ~-- .~-~-,· -~-.. - - -- -=·___, - -·- ·!

C nit Price

Vintage
2012

-

.
Produc,!_ D~cription_ __ _ _ _1_
1
ITOII Cabernet Mcrlot
_ __

.Q!y_ _ ~- .Q F Dalian ot_:_Tiar!i.!!1_ ~- Unit

_ !?ac!rnging_ _

927
42.i 0_ _ ___ L Case
12 x 750ml
20 12
. llOIICabernet Mcflo! ____ - - - - ·
81
____ l·OC_ ·---4------2012 __ HOlLShira:;,, _____
.
. 927 . - - + - - ..._4~.:...~0- ..
. Case 1 12 x 750ml
2012
IIOTTShiraz _ _ _ _ _
81
.,_____ FOC
i
--iOi:i _ _ _ltO[l Shi.i~ _ _ _ _-_-_-·
·-l854 - ___ - 4~10- t . ·_ Case l l2 x 750ml
013
II OH Shiraz
l62
Foc- - - - r
'

2012

-

·-~1iraz.C'abcrnel

.· ·ucrto~D.'addO£k..

---·-=-

---~-

Berton Paddock Shiraz Cabernet _ _ _

2Qj 2_- - Ashwc_ll_Va!Lcy_Qrf fc<l ___ Ashwcl I \.:.~J!ey Dry _Rc2._______

2012

J.8i6 =.-- l 40

. . 3ii}f>
FOC

~r

._ _

--'----

-i2iT __j_ ____ : ) !.:_~0l 4~__ ~

FQ.I_ ~ _ _ _

I

19J04.80
_2 ~609.6_0 _

ta,e ' 12 x 7~ml_

~ Case i

I

68,~8~56 --

12 x 759~ni'f_=70.56~)fi_-=. ___ ___

TOTAL INVOICE VALlJll'.
J\cccpted for and on hehalf offkrton Vincynrds Pty ltd:

-·-----· ~- 1[\ '-\~.......'·l. ~--~---.,
.. '.~ \ "·

Volume 27

'

Linc Total

39,304.80

-·I·

----1---

-- 20·1?

l

i\UD 2%.368 .56

i\cccpted for and on bclrnl for Viking Glob::11 t,wcstment

\\\.e \\~:.:.

DAl'l '. :
/>Ll:'ASE SJGiY ;/,VI) J-iLf 11;(( 'K

~

..

ro +6/ 8 8239 2899

AS

-~ - - 0 · _

soox AS l'OSSll3Ui1

Di\TE:

I 3 /2-- / 1-0 I
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Andrew Cudmore
From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:

Phil Elliott <phil@g8wayinternationa1.com.au>
Tuesday, 29 April 2014 4:23 PM
Andrew Cudmore
Wine invoice

Hello Andrew
I am currently doing some business in Tasmania so please excuse me sending this via ipad.
After discussion with our mutual friend Daryl I seek your advice as to exactly what you require on my invoice to you.
There have been containers provided and containers still waiting.
Would you be kind enough to provide details of your invoice requirements and the amounts in question covering some
or all of the supply and I will issue this upon return to my office Thursday morning.
Further please advise if your agreed price included or excluded gst for our services and this will also be reflected It is
likely I will be in and out of meetings tonight and most of tomorrow but will check emails regularly Many thanks Phil
Elliott Managing Director G8waylnternational Pty Ltd
Sent from my iPad
No virus found in this message.
Checked by AVG - www.avg.com
Version : 2014.0.4714 / Virus Database: 3972/7731 - Release Date: 06/23/14
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Andrew Cudmore
From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:
Attachments:

Andrew Cudmore
Tuesday, 21 August 2012 4:15 PM
Bob Berton
Re: Daryl return phone call
Berton Vineyard Pricelist - August 2012 (Daryl Maguire).xls

Hi Bob,
Daryl just called .
I ran through the suggested price list with him.
•
•
•
•

He is happy with $3.50 for the BV and Reserve range
He suggest only $2 .00 for the HOH products
He was pleased with 7% for the OJ range
It was discussed we put the price of the OJ range up as it's easier to come down later if need
be.

3 levels of commission sounds a bit messy however. Alternatively we could simply have two levels ....
$3.50 and then give him $2.00 for both the HOH and OJ ranges . This would mean a slightly higher
price for the OJ range or sightly less margin for us.
I've amended the attached price list accordingly.
Please let me know if you need any other information.
Thanks
Andrew

From: Andrew Cudmore

Sent: Tuesday, 21 August 2012 3:13 PM
To: Bob Berton
Subject: RE: Daryl guests

Hi Bob ,
I've left messages and haven't been able to get a reply back from Daryl today.
Therefore based on what you 've mentioned below I have put together a proposed price list.
Please look at the terms on the bottom of the attached page to see if my interpretation of what was
discussed is correct.
•

I've included a commission of $3.50 per case of all products except Outback Jack

•

I've added a commission of 7% for the two OJ products, as $3 .50 seems to blow the price out
too much for this price point.

In discussing the possible commissions with Daryl a while ago he seemed okay with the suggestion
of 5 to 7%.
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Please let me know if you want me to amend the price list or do anything further at this point.
Thanks
Andrew

-----Original Message----From: Bob Berton
Sent: Tuesday, 21 August 2012 1:23 PM
To: Andrew Cudmore
Subject: RE: Daryl guests
Hi Andrew,
Can I have the price list asap please - need to get it to Kent yesterday .. .
Thks
Bob
-----Original Message----From: Andrew Cudmore
Sent: Monday, 20 August 2012 6:45 PM
To: Bob Berton
Subject: RE: Daryl guests
Hi Bob,
All sounds great. Thanks a heap for helping sort out these guys.
Just to clarify was the talk that they are looking to take HOH & OJ under these labels or under their
own labels?
I'll get the price list sorted and run it by you before sending it on to Daryl.
Cheers
Andrew

-----Original Message----From: Bob Berton
Sent: Monday, 20 August 2012 6:02 PM
To: Andrew Cudmore
Subject: Daryl guests
Hi mate,
Meeting went well this morning . I've been tied up all afternoon with energy consultants so have had a
chance to report.
Two guests, Kent Lin wholesaler and Gordon C? Restauranteur.
2
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!Sent is the main man looking to buy three 20' at a time.
Wines are;
Outback Jack red and white,
HOH cabernet Merlot, Shiraz
Reserve Shiraz and Bonsai Shiraz
He wants us to send him pricing before confirming order.
I told him that reserve and bonsai are not available under other labels and also that they are not
exclusive to him and he's ok with that.
Also that we will have quantity breaks in pricing .
Daryl has given them pallet price and added $3.50 for himself.
So can you prepare a pricelist and discuss with Daryl so we can send first thing in morning.
No minimum qty on reserve and Bonsai , minimum 500 cases of HoH and OJ at the pallet price+ 3.50
if they need chinese back labels, and FCL price + Daryl margin if they take 1176 cases of either - so
please discuss this margin with him .
I think that's all
Cheers
Bob

Sent via BlackBerry® from Telstra

I am using the free version of SPAMfighter.
SPAMfighter has removed 884 of my spam emails to date.
Get the free SPAMfighter here: http://www.spamfighter.com/len
Do you have a slow PC? Try Free scan http://www.spamfighter.com/SLOW-PCfighter?cid=sigen

I am using the Free version of SP AMfighter.
SPAMfighter has removed 886 of my spam emails to date.
Do you have a slow PC? Try free scan!
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Export Price List
1st August, 2012

Btles/case

500 mixed cases per
brand
AUD

Full mixed container price
AUD

Size

Pallet buy price
AUD

750ml

165.50

153.80

Berton Vineyard
2009 Bonsai Shiraz

12

2009 High Eden Cabernet Sauvignon

12

750ml

98.50

93.50

2011 High Eden Sauvignon Blanc

12

750ml

98.50

93.50

2009 Coonawarra Cabernet Sauvignon

12

750ml

85.00

79.10

2010 Eden Valley Chardonnay

12

750ml

85.00

79.10

2009 Barossa Shiraz

12

750ml

85 .00

79.10

2012 Cabernet Merlot

12

750ml

46.00

43.00

39.80

2012 Shiraz

12

750ml

46.00

43.00

39.80

NV Classic Dry Red

12

750ml

-

30.00

27.80

NV Classic Dry White

12

750ml

-

30.00

27.80

Reserve

Head Over Heels

Outback Jack

I*

Prices quoted un Australian Dollars AUD - FOB Melbourne per case

* Pallet qunatities are 65 cases per product
* Mixed full container quantities are 1176 cases

* If chinese importer labels required add A$3.50 per case
* 500 case price is for 500 mixed cases of Head Over Heels and/or 500 mixed cases of Outback Jack
* Mixed container price for Head Over Heels and Outback Jack includes a minimum of 500 mixed cases of one or both brands
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~ndrew Cudmore
From:
Sent:

Phil Elliott < phil@g8wayinternational.com.au >
Wednesday, 25 June 2014 9:43 AM
Andrew Cudmore
invoice
berton vineyards.doc

To:

Subject:
Attachments:

Hello Andrew
I have attached a blank invoice with bank details included.
Daryl has suggested that you have had an agreed rate (including gst) and when you advise me of that I will forward the
amended invoice to allow for inclusion in the current financial period.
Thank you for your support and we wish you continued success
Regards
Phil

Phil Elliott
Managing Director
T/F : (02) 69 257 437
M:

abn: 14 160 593 242
acn: 160 593 242
PO Box

Mount Austin NSW 2650

G~

~'o} yy~y
International

www.g8wayinternationa1.com .au

No virus found in this message.
Checked by AVG - www.avg.com
Version : 2014.0.4714 / Virus Database : 3972/7733 - Release Date : 06/24/14
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G8way International Pty Ltd
ABN 14 160 593 242
PO Box
MT AUSTIN NSW 2650
admin@g8wayinternational .com.au

International

TAX INVOICE

0269 257437

INVOICE # BERT20132506
DATE: DECEMBER 11, 2018

TO: BERTON VINEYARDS

Order#

QUANTITY

Authorised by

TERMS

Andrew

Payment on
receipt

DESCRIPTION

UNIT PRICE

TOTAL

1

SUBTOTAL
GST
SHIPPING & HANDLING
TOTAL DUE

Make all cheques payable to G8waylnternational or via direct deposit
BSB 012 823
a/c
961
G8waylnternational
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Andrew Cudmore
From:

Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Andrew Cudmore
Wednesday, 25 June 2014 12:01 PM
Phil Elliott
Bob Berton
RE: invoice
berton vineyards.doc

Hello Phil,
Thank you for this. Please include the following on the attached invoice and return it me today if you are able to and we
will arrange settlement of the agreed commission this week.

To: Berton Vineyards Pty Ltd
55 Mirrool Avenue,
Venda, NSW 2681
Commission for the introduction of Viking Global Investments (Mr Lin) being 3% on the sale of 8,400 cases (12 x 750ml) of Berton Vineyards wines with a total value of $296,368.56 during
the period April 2013 to June 2014.
Commission
GST
Total

$8,891.06
889.11
$9,780.17

Thanks again for your assistance with the introduction to Berton Vineyards of Mr Lin and his company Viking Global
Investments. We hope to get some further orders from Mr Lin.
Kind regards
Andrew

Andrew Cudmore Phone: +61 8 82392499 I
Mobile:
I Fax: +61 8 82392899 I
Location: 262 Melbourne Street, North Adelaide SA 5006
Skype I a.c.cudmore
Website I www.bertonvineyards.com.au

From: Phil Elliott [mailto:phil@g8wayinternational.com.au]

Sent: Wednesday, 25 June 2014 9:43 AM
To: Andrew Cudmore
Subject: invoice

Hello Andrew
I have attached a blank invoice with bank details included.
Daryl has suggested that you have had an agreed rate (including gst) and when you advise me of that I will forward the
amended invoice to allow for inclusion in the current financial period.

1
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T_hank you for your support and we wish you continued success
Regards

Phil

Phil Elliott
Managing Director
T/F: (02) 69 257 437
M:

abn: 14 160 593 242
acn: 160 593 242
PO Box

Mount Austin NSW 2650

G

~o) w~Y
~ International

www .g8wayi nte rnatio na I.com .au

No virus found in this message.
Checked by A VG - www.avg.com
Version: 2014.0.4714 / Virus Database: 3972/7733 - Release Date: 06/24/14

2

Volume 27

433

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

G8way International Pty Ltd
ABN 14 160 593 242
PO Box 7373
MT AUSTIN NSW 2650
admin@g8wayinternational.com.au

TAX INVOICE

0269 257437

INVOICE # BERT20132506
DATE: DECEMBER 11, 2018

TO: BERTON VINEYARDS

Order#

QUANTITY

Authorised by

TERMS

Andrew

Payment on
receipt

DESCRIPTION

UNIT PRICE

TOTAL

1

SUBTOTAL
GST
SHIPPING & HANDLING
TOTAL DUE

Make all cheques payable to G8waylnternational or via direct deposit
BSB 012 823
a/c
961
G8waylnternationa I
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Phil Elliott
Andrew Cudmore
Wine invoice
Tuesday, 29 April 2014 4:53:11 PM

Hello Andrew
I am currently doing some business in Tasmania so please excuse me sending this via ipad.
After discussion with our mutual friend Daryl I seek your advice as to exactly what you require on my invoice
to you.
There have been containers provided and containers still waiting.
Would you be kind enough to provide details of your invoice requirements and the amounts in question
covering some or all of the supply and I will issue this upon return to my office Thursday morning.
Further please advise if your agreed price included or excluded gst for our services and this will also be
reflected
It is likely I will be in and out of meetings tonight and most of tomorrow but will check emails regularly
Many thanks
Phil Elliott
Managing Director
G8wayInternational Pty Ltd
Sent from my iPad
----No virus found in this message.
Checked by AVG - www.avg.com
Version: 2014.0.4714 / Virus Database: 3972/7731 - Release Date: 06/23/14
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Andrew Cudmore
From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:

Andrew Cudmore
Friday, 11 July 2014 2:59 PM
Phil Elliott
RE: wines into China account

Hello Phil,
Glad to hear you received the payment, apologies it took a little longer than expected to get to you .
Kind regards
Andrew

Andrew Cudmore I Phone: +61 8 82392499
Mobile:
I Fax: +61 8 82392899 I
Location: 262 Melbourne Street, North Adelaide SA 5006
Skype I a.c.cudmore
Website www.bertonvineyards.com.au

From: Phil Elliott [mailto:phil.elliott@riverinastrata.com.au]

Sent: Friday, 11 July 2014 2:28 PM
To: Andrew Cudmore
Subject: RE: wines into China account
Hello Andrew
Just a quick note to confirm the receipt of payment.
Many thanks and look forward to assisting in any way we can into the future
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Andrew Cudmore
Louise Pisan
Friday, 11 July 2014 10:10 AM
Andrew Cudmore
Bob Berton; Jamie Bennett
RE: berton vineyards inv bert20132506

From:

Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Hi Andrew
1 have paid the invoice as request.
Regards
Louise

Louise Pisan I Administration Manager
Phone: (02) 6968 1600 Fax: (02) 6968 1620
Location : 55 Mirrool Avenue, Yenda. NSW 2681.

Visit our website

Like us on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter

From: Andrew Cudmore

Sent: Wednesday, 25 June 2014 3:26 PM
To: Jamie Bennett
Cc: Louise Pisan; Bob Berton
Subject: RE: berton vineyards inv bert20132506

Hi Jamie,

Okay, please let me know when you're able do the calculations later in the week whether the payment is able to
go through before the end of the month so I can give Phil Elliot an indication of when it's likely to be made.
If it helps Viking Global have made an unexpected/unbudgeted payment to us today of $17K today with a
second payment for the same amount expected tomorrow. This is full payment for a new container they
ordered this week that is not expected to be bottled for 3 or 4 weeks yet.

Thanks

1
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SALES CONFIRMATION

FINF 4 \Jllt T R AI Ui, N WINF'R

Berton Vineyards Pty Ltd

BUYER:

Our Reference No

VGI0002

PO Box 584 (Mirrool Rd)
Yenda, NSW 2681 Australia
Tel: +61 (0) 2 6968 1600
Fax: +61 (0) 2 6968 1620
Email:
andrew@bertonvinevards.com.au

Viking Global Investment
Suite 202/202 Jells Road
Wheelers Hill, Vic 3150

Order Date
Shipment Date:
Payment Terms
Currency

23/06/2014
2014
Full oavment orior to 30 June 2014
AUD

Special
Conditions

•
•

•
•

Destination
Vinta!!e

2013
2013

Proposed Shipment Schedule:

July 20 14. Final date in July to be
confirmed,

Final artwork to be approved by Viking Global Investment .
Super Premium punted screw cap claret bottles Plain white carton with ink jet markings .
Subject to AWBC approval
Please remit funds to National Australia Bank, 322 Sanna Avenue, Griffith, New South Wales, Australia, BSB
082-632, AC#

151,Swlft AC#

Dalian or Tianiin. China
Product Descriotion

Berton Paddock Shiraz Cabernet
Berton Paddock Shiraz Cabernet

Otv
938
70

Unit Price
CIF Dalian or Tianiin

36.56
FOC

Unit

Packal!in2

Line Total

Case

12 X 750ml

34,293.28

TOTAL INVOICE VALUE

Accepted fo r and on behalf of Berton Vineyards Pty Ltd:

Volume 27

AUD 34,293.28

Accepted for and on behalf of Viking Global In.vestment

438

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

Andrew Cudmore
From:

Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Andrew Cudmore
Monday, 30 June 2014 4:15 PM
Cassandra Anderson; Jason Wood
Luke Beltrame
FW: Forthcoming Visit
SC.pdf

Hi Cass,
Attached is the confirmed order for the last Container of Berton Paddock. Same specs as previouslyexcep for one
amendment to this please ... they wan to use the Berton printed carton for this last container.
Jase despite our last conversation this afternoon to replace this with a container of Barren Jack he changed his mind at
the last minute and decided to stick with this one unfortunately.
This container to be shipped in the first week of August together with the 2 container of BP we have in the warehouse
as well as the additional container of Barren Jack just order today.
One other order to follow in a minute for a container of Barren Jack for shipment at the same time.
Thanks
Andrew

Andrew Cudmore I Phone: +61 8 82392499 I
Mobile:
1 Fax: +61 8 82392899 I
Location: 262 Melbourne Street. North Adelaide SA 5006
Skype I a.c.cudmore
W cbsite www.bertonvineyards.com.au

From: fuqiang yin [mailto:fuqiang.yin@vikinginvestment.com]

Sent: Sunday, 29 June 2014 12:03 AM
To: Andrew Cudmore
Subject: RE: Forthcoming Visit

Hi Andrew,

I have attached the signed SC from Mr Yin. Please contact Mr Yin's new assistance Roger
you

when

arrive the office on Monday. Thanks!

1
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On 26.06.2014 10:44, Andrew Cudmore wrote:
Hi Robin,

Please thank Mr Yin very much for sending this payment. That is good news about the Sales Confinnation.

I look forward to catching up with you and Mr Yin on Monday.

Kind regards

Andrew

Andrew Cudmore I Phone: +61 8 82392499 I
Mobile:
I Fax: +618823928991
Location: 262 MeJboume Street, North Adelaide SA 5006
Skype I a.c.cudmore
Website I www.bertonvineyards.com.au

From: fuqiang yin [mailto:fugiang.yin@vikinginvestment.com]
Sent: Wednesday, 25 June 2014 9:44 PM
To: Andrew Cudmore
Subject: RE: Forthcoming Visit

Hi Andrew,

Just let you know Mr Yin will send the SC back this Fri. Also we have transferred another $17146.64
so that all amount
of $34293.28 for our order has been paid. Thanks!

On 24.06.2014 11 :35, Andrew Cudmore wrote:
Hi Robin,

2
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Thanks for your email and for advising about the payment arrangements for this new container.

At the moment we only have limited volumes of the 2013 Shiraz Cabernet left and are forecast in a few
weeks to move over to the 2014 vintage, therefore we would like to arrange to bottle this new container
of 2013 Berton Paddock Shiraz Cab at some stage in July if we can. The winemakers will want us to
get this remaining volume out of the tanks and into the bottle by then . Therefore it's going to be best to
organise this container as a separate order if possible, so if you are able to persuade Mr Lin to send us
the signature on the SC (VGI0002) please at some point this week in the next few days it would be
perfect.

Regarding next Monday I've booked my flight and a hire car. I have another appointment in the city
that morning so I can be at Jells Road at around 2:00pm to 2:30pm if that is going to be okay with Mr
Yin. l will have the rest of the afternoon available to meet with Mr Yin as J won't be returning to
Adelaide until the next day. On Monday evening I have another dinner appointment in the city.

I hope this is all okay. I'm assuming you will be at the meeting on Monday and look forward to
catching up with yourself and Mr Yin .

Best regards

Andrew

Andrew Cudmore I Phone: +61 8 82392499 I
Mobile:
I Fax: +61 8 823928991
Location: 262 Melbourne Street. North Adelaide SA 5006
Skype I a.c.cudmore
Website I www.bertonvineyards.com.au

From: fuqiang yin [mailto:fuqiang.yin @vikinginvestment.com]
Sent: Tuesday, 24 June 2014 12:52 AM
To: Andrew Cudmore
Subject: RE: Forthcoming Visit

Hi Andrew,

Thanks for your reply. I may not get back SC tomorrow as Mr Yin usually does not response
very quickly during his business trip. But I have transferred the funds $17146.64 into
Berton's account and the second installment will be paid tomorrow(daily limit is $20,000).
Also as this order is not urgent so that you do not have to worry about the timing of
3
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production. I believe Mr Yin is going to order more wines during the meeting on 30th June, so
he may prefer put all new orders together in one SG. Anyway, that's not a problem
if you cannot produce on July for us.

Regarding to your visit on Mon 30th, we can arrange a meeting time once your flight has been
booked, that's fine. Please come to our office on the address: Suite202/202 Jells Road,
Wheelers Hill VIC 3125.

Also thanks for your samples. Looking forward to seeing you!

Best regards,

On 23.06.2014 17:33, Andrew Cudmore wrote:
Hi Robin,

Thanks very much for getting back to me over the weekend .

We can do one more container of the 2013 Berton Paddock Shiraz Cabernet at the same price
as before. Our production run is pretty much booked full for July however we can squeeze this
production in on Friday 1 I th July of we can arrange to get the signed SC back by tomorrow as
well as organise the payment by the end of this month as you 've kindly confirmed below.

To meet this schedule we would need to receive back the signed SC by tomorrow if we can to
give us enough time to order the labels for delivery to reach us by the 11 th • If this is all okay
please send back the signed SC either by scan/email or fax 08 8239 2899. I've also attached
the corresponding invoice to help with the payment.

Regarding the visit on Monday 30th that is fine thank you. I will book the flights and get back
to you to try and fix a time on that day either mid-morning or mid-afternoon. I will also
arrange to visit a couple of other people while I am in Melbourne so I will come back shortly
with a proposed time on that day if that is convenient.
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_ Regarding samples I have sent l O bottles for delivery to the Burwood address below which
-.should arrive either this Thursday or latest by Friday, They have been sent via Australia Post
£parcel - 3D£0004333,

Please reconfirm that the meeting is to be at this address at Burwood?

Thanks very much for your help with this.

Kind regards

Andrew

Andrew Cudmore I Phone: +61 8 82392499 I
Mobile:
I Fax: +61 8 82392899 I
Location: 262 Melbourne Street, North Adelaide SA 5006
Skype I a.c.cudrnore
Website I www.bertonvineyards.com.au

From: fuqiangyin [mailto:fugiang.yin @vikinginvestment.com] Sent: Saturday, 21 June 2014 1:07 AM
To: Andrew Cudmore
Subject: Re: Forthcoming Visit

Hi Andrew,

Mr Yin will not be in Australia until 28th June, so probably Mon 30th would be
suitable. I will contact Mr Yin and get you back asap
to confirm your visit date. Also, Mr Yin want to order one more container of Berton
Paddock Shiraz Cabernet, all the conditions are
exactly same to the order in JAN-APR. Please let me know if you have enough stock
to do that. A full payment will be made to you
at the end of June if you can confirm our order. We will request to ship those three
containers(including two containers still in your warehouse)
together to China once the new order completed.

Thanks for your arrangement of samples. Please send to the address below:
5
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·,
6C BROCKHOFF DRJVE, BURWOOD VIC 3125

Thanks a lot! We are looking forward to seeing you.

Best regards,
On 20.06.2014 13:09, Andrew Cudmore wrote:

No virus found in this message.
Checked by A VG - www.avg.com
Version: 2014.0.4592 / Virus Database: 3972/7726 - Release Date: 06/23/14

No virus found in this message.
Checked by AVG - www.avg.com
Version: 2014.0.4714 / Virus Database: 3972/7738 - Release Date: 06/24/14

No virus found in this message.
Checked by A VG - www.avg.com
Version: 2014.0.4714 / Virus Database: 3986/7756 - Release Date: 06/27/14
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INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION
RECORD
5

OF

INTERVIEW

BETWEEN

SENIOR

INVESTIGATOR

PAUL

GRAINGER AND CHIEF INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX OF THE INDEPENDENT
COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION AND CHARLIE CULL AT ICAC OFFICES
ELIZABETH STREET SYDNEY ON 20 FEBRUARY 2019
TIME:

10:11AM

PRESENT:

SENIOR INVESTIGATOR PAUL GRAINGER
CHIEF INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX
SOLICITOR DANIEL MENDOZA JONES
CHARLIE CULL

GRAINGER:

This is a recorded interview between Senior Investigator, Paul Grainger of
the ICAC and Mr Charlie Cull. Day is the 20th of February, 2019. The
time by my, my watch is 10.11am. We are currently at the ICAC offices
in Elizabeth Street, Sydney. Other than myself, there are three additional
people present. And for voice identification, I'll ask each person to state
their name, starting with you, Charlie.

CULL:

Charlie Cull.

GRAINGER:

Daniel.

JONES:

Daniel Mendoza Jones.

FOX:

Tim Fox.

GRAINGER:

Thank you. Charlie have you given your consent to have your voice
recorded today?

CULL:

Yes, I have.

GRAINGER:

And Daniel, are you happy to have your voice recorded today if necessary?

JONES:

Yes, I am.

GRAINGER:

Thank you. Charlie, just to put some things on the record that I said prior
to the commencement of this recording, do you agree I advised you this is
a voluntary, voluntary process, you are under no obligation to take part?

CULL:

Yes, I understand that, yes.

GRAINGER:

And do you agree that I advised you the Commission is not exercising its
coercive powers at this time?

CULL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Do you agree I advised you that the interview will form part of the
Commission's evidentiary holdings, and may be used by the Commission
at a later date?

CULL:

Yes.
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GRAINGER:

Do you agree that I also advised you that pursuant to the ICAC Act, it is a
criminal offence to deliberately provide false or misleading information to
an officer of the Commission -

CULL:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- exercising their function under the Act? Any information you provide in
this interview needs to be true and correct at the best of your knowledge
and belief.

CULL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

You understand all that?

CULL:

I understand.

GRAINGER:

OK. And Daniel, I'll just put on the record, we've agreed prior to this
interview, that if you need to provide some advice to Charlie, we'll suspend
the interview, and you can provide advice, and we can reconvene
afterwards.

JONES:

Thank you.

GRAINGER:

OK. Charlie, can I start with your full name please.

CULL:

Charles Christian Cull.

GRAINGER:

Your date of birth.

CULL:
20

25

GRAINGER:

Your best contact number.

CULL:

Probably my private number,

GRAINGER:

And an email account number - email account.

CULL:

Gmail is

GRAINGER:

OK. And a - your home address please Charlie.

CULL:

Is

GRAINGER:

Thank you. Charlie, just so you're fully aware of the Commission's
investigation, I'll read it to you.

CULL:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

The Commission is conducting an investigation into an allegation that
since 2012 Mr Daryl Maguire, the former Member for Wagga Wagga,
engaged in conduct that involved a breach of public trust by using his
public office involving his duties as a Member of the New South Wales
Parliament, and the use of Parliamentary resources, to improperly gain a
benefit for himself, a company name known as G8way International, and
any other associated persons.

CULL:

What was the name of the company, sorry?

GRAINGER:

G8way International.

CULL:

OK. Yeah.
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GRAINGER:

Now the focus of our interview today is a company called Universal UWE.

CULL:

United World Enterprises.

GRAINGER:

That's right. That's it. Correct. Um, and we'll get into that company
shortly.

CULL:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

Just for way of background, just give me a quick overview of your
employment history please.

CULL:

So I'm currently the Senior Policy Advisor for Minister Blair. I've been
with Minister Blair since late February, early March, 2017. So it's 2 years
- 2 years now. Prior to that, I was a Senior Policy Advisor with New South
Wales Farmers.

GRAINGER:

OK. And your, your role as a Policy Advisor, Senior -

CULL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- what does it actually do?

CULL:

I still don't exactly know how to answer that question. For the purposes of
this discussion, I deal with any, any matter that a - an MP might raise to
do with exports, investment, or any matter that the Department of Industry
deals with, and involves exports overseas, investment into New South
Wales. If the Minister is travelling overseas to represent the state, I
co-ordinate his planning and logistics through the Attorney and
Department of Industry, matters like that.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So your role is - differs to that of a Parliamentary Liaison Officer.
Is that correct?

CULL:

Yeah. I - a Parliamentary Liaison Officer spends most of their time
interacting with other Parliamentary Officers, typically following up
correspondence. It's a much more procedural role. Mine is, I suppose
much more policy-focused, policy development. I attend events with the
Minister. Guide the Minister in how to respond to correspondence, shape
media, all those - just things like that. Those which are - a Parliamentary
Liaison Officer would do.

GRAINGER:

OK. Just turning to Mr Maguire.

CULL:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall when you first met Mr Maguire?

CULL:

No, I don't.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

CULL:

No.

GRAINGER:

I assume it would be whilst you were in the position of - or employment
of Mr Blair.

CULL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Would that be correct?
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CULL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

You have - you don't recall meeting him whilst you were - prior to -

CULL:

No, no. I don't think I'd met him prior - I was aware of him, but I'm - and
there's a possibility I may have met him tangentially at some point, but I
had no - certainly had no substantive involvement with him prior to
working with Minister Blair.

GRAINGER:

OK. So what is your - other than the UWE matter, do you recall dealing
with Mr Maguire as a member of Mr Blair's staff previously?

CULL:

No, I don't. Others in the office had. I'd been through my, my phone
records to, to check my - to check my recollection. There's no - as far as I
can find, there's nothing that I'd previously dealt with Daryl on this before.
Oh, sorry, there's nothing that I'd dealt with before with Daryl, prior to this
matter. Again, there may have been - there may have been some small
matter that was quickly resolved, but it, it, yeah, not that I can recall.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. And Mr Maguire's electorate - previous electorate here - electorate
of Wagga Wagga, are you aware of the boundaries of that electorate?

CULL:

No, I'm not.

GRAINGER:

All right.

CULL:

All I know is that it doesn't take in Albury, and that was about as far as I
looked into it.

GRAINGER:

OK. Now the company, United World Enterprises, what can you tell me
about that?

CULL:

So I, I convened a meeting involving representatives from United World
Enterprises on the 18th of August with Daryl. So Daryl approached the
Minister with a - what he described as a - an electorate issue. And the
Minister - as he would do with any other matters said, "Can you help Daryl
in dealing with it." So I coordinated a meeting in our offices with Daryl,
Steven Foote, Jimmy Liu, and Graham Steer, who was - described him as
a Board member of UWE. Also there was Susan - was Susan Calvert, who
was Director in the Department of Industry at that time. As far as I know,
UWE did oat and hay. And most of what I know about it, I pulled off
Google. And the Department was able to send me a little bit of background
on it, I think immediately prior to the meeting. I think I knew - I, I know
that they were 50 - they were 51 per cent owned by Shanghai Dairy Group,
which was in turn owned by Bright Food, or Bright Foods - I'm not quite
sure which one it is - and that's, that's about all I really know about its
business.

GRAINGER:

So I'll, I'll step us through that -

CULL:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- in a second. But prior to being asked by the Minister to coordinate a
meeting, was UWE on your radar at all or -

CULL:

I never, never heard of it, no.

GRAINGER:

OK. So just stepping through, you said that you were asked by the Minister
to coordinate a meeting.
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CULL:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall what the conversation was?

CULL:

The Minister sent me a text message, saying that Daryl had been in touch.
Can you get onto Daryl.

GRAINGER:

OK.

CULL:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And so the text message from the Minister -

CULL:

here. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- was Parliament sitting at this point in time, do you recall?

CULL:

It was the day before this 17th. I could - I just have to check the
Parliamentary Sitting Calendar.

GRAINGER:

OK. Yep.

CULL:

I can - no, I actually can't recall

GRAINGER:

So on Parliamentary, Parliamentary Sitting Days, do you attend the
Parliament, or do you stay in Martin Place?

CULL:

The whole office kind of decamps from Martin Place to, to the Parliament.
But because my, my portfolio isn't typically front line, I spend a lot of the
time just bunkered down, doing things. I'm not - I don't run - out and about
in the Parliament building as much as other advisors would.

GRAINGER:

All right. So the Minister has sent you a text message.

CULL:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

He asks you to ring Daryl.

CULL:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Or contact Daryl.

CULL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Please, I don't know to put words in your mouth you know, correct me
if I say something incorrect, all right so. Did you contact Daryl?

CULL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. Well -

CULL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

By phone, or email. How did that take place?

CULL:

I think I called him. I couldn't be certain, but I, I assume that's what I
did. The Minister provided me with Daryl's contact details, which
is not unusual for something like this. I called Daryl, and understood
as much as I could about whatever the issue was, and said I'd convene a
meeting, which happened to be on the next day.

GRAINGER:

OK. So what - do you recall - with your best recollection -

CULL:

Mmm.
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GRAINGER:

- what did Mr Maguire say. Just - so I said, he said, if you possibly could.

CULL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

The best you can do.

CULL:

No, I'm sorry. For that - in that first conversation, I, I, I'm not going to be
able to, to give you anything helpful on that, I'm sorry.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

CULL:

I can probably - there were a - Mr Maguire called me quite a few times
about this. I did make - this is the funny bit - I did make very, very detailed
notes. But I actually left my notebook in the back of a taxi one day, which
is incredibly embarrassing, 'cause I've never, I've never lost a, a work
notebook before, and it happened to be this particular one. But the - Daryl
is a curious individual, and is not - is not the world's clearest
communicator. And so the content of my various conversations with him
about this matter, I would say they were generally quite muddled. I was
never left really clearly understanding what, what the issue was at any
particular point in time, regard that, you know, there's a - there were a
number of stages where I had conversations with Daryl. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. So with that - just going, stepping back again.

CULL:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Initially, when you were told to contact the Minister, you indicated that it
was a - an electorate problem.

CULL:

Yeah. And I think it would -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

CULL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

You were told that by the Minister?

CULL:

Yeah. He said it was a - I think he - I, I can check my phone if you'd like,
but I think he said it was an export, an export matter, or, or words to that
effect.

GRAINGER:

OK.

CULL:

Not, not, not anything out of the ordinary - - -

GRAINGER:

OK.

CULL:

- as far as he was concerned.

GRAINGER:

With your conversation - and we'll just deal with the first conversation.

CULL:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

I understand you don't have a great recollection -

CULL:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- of what was said.

CULL:

Yep.
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GRAINGER:

- but do you recall any time during that conversation, Mr Maguire
indicating how he was involved in the UWE?

CULL:

No. The - at no - at no point in any of the conversations that I had with
Daryl did I understand that he had any involvement with UWE beyond
being the local member. And as you asked earlier, I'd actually - I don't
know where the boundaries to Wagga are, so I, I never checked whether
the, the business actually fell within the boundaries of his electorate, which
probably would have been a sensible thing to do. Just a minute. I'll just
turn my phone off. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

It doesn't fall in the boundaries of the electorate. It's a few suburb - a few
towns away, shall we say.

CULL:

OK.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

CULL:

So yeah, I, I - that's interesting to learn.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

CULL:

I had no reason - I had no - I was given no information that would have
indicated this was anything other than a, a local matter, where he was
representing a local constituent issue. As you might see from the timeline
that I think you were provided -

GRAINGER:

Yes.

CULL:

- I, I did find the intensity and manner of his involvement unusual. And
so I, I did try and understand - try and understand a little better why that
would have been the case, but I, I wasn't able to -

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

CULL:

- to really understand that any further.

GRAINGER:

So is it - in your role, you said initially that part of your role is to deal with
representations from politicians.

CULL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So was this something out of the ordinary?

CULL:

Yes. And I've had very - I've had very - to be honest I'd actually had very
few in two years, because most local members are - particularly
regional members, are focused on issues like water matters, or, you
know, dairy farmers, or much more run of the mill things. Export
businesses tend to come through other channels.
But this notwithstanding that, in the context of my and everyone else's
involvement, I think it, it stands - it probably stands out as an unusual
engagement.

5

10

15

20

25

30

35
GRAINGER:
CULL:
40
GRAINGER:

Volume 27

And the portfolio Mr Blair has, it is - what, what actual responsibilities
does he have?
Yeah. He has Regional, Water, Trade and Industry, which is what I have
looked after, and Primary Industries, which includes Sharks and Fishing.
Does trade form a great component of the day to day work of the Minister?

451

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

CULL:

No. It, it doesn't. And partly because it is a, a small - a small team within
the New South Wales Government that deals with it. And partly because
when the Minister took on that portfolio responsibility in - whenever that
was, whenever I came aboard, like early 2017 - its - part of my role, it was
to basically just deal with as much of that as possible, and, like, kind of
keep the burden off the Minister. It's mostly mundane - relatively mundane
business that perhaps you would argue wouldn't be changed, whether it
was a Liberal or a Labour Government, so it's not typically contentious.
So part of my role, I think regardless of what portfolio I'm, I'm in, is to, to
make sure that the Minister has sufficient capacity to deal with the issues
that he critically needs to deal with. And so the Trade and Industry areas
that I deal with are not - have not been the most critical issues for him.

GRAINGER:

Is that because trade is mostly administered by the Federal Government?

CULL:

Yeah. Trade is mostly administered by the Federal Government, and, and
we haven't had any substantive rain for a while, and there's been fish kills,
and everything else that consume people's time.

GRAINGER:

Now, just going back to the phone call with Mr Maguire, on the 17th I
think you indicated -

CULL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- it was.

CULL:

Yep. I think so. I'm happy to - happy to double check that for you. OK.

GRAINGER:

If you could, that'd be appreciated. Oh, we'll do it -

CULL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

We can do it after you've (UNDECIPHERABLE) [14:32:15].

CULL:

That's fine.

GRAINGER:

A meeting was then arranged for the following day. Is that what occurred?

CULL:

Yes. In fact, sorry, I've got the text.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

CULL:

I've got screenshots of the text -

GRAINGER:

Oh, that's right.

CULL:

- transcripts here actually. 'Cause I wasn't - I did try and sort of find a call
log, but I couldn't work out how to do that. OK. So these are the - these
are the texts. So I've texted -

GRAINGER:

OK. So just for the purpose of the transcript, Charlie has provided me,
from the filed documents he's brought to the interview, screenshots of a
series of text messages, the first of which starts on 17 August, at 4.15pm,
a text message to Mr Maguire. And a series of text messages after that.
This is - bear with me while I just read them. And Mr Maguire asked to
meet with the Minister -

CULL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- himself? He did?
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CULL:

I, I think so. I, I couldn't be certain, but I, I think he did.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh. And did that occur?

CULL:

No. No, no - at no point - no point to my knowledge did Daryl formally
meet with the Minister on this - I, I saw it as my, my role to keep, like any
other matter, to, to deal with this as a - as a run of the mill constituent
matter, and it was not, not something that was particularly deserving of the
Minister's attention. At the same time as this was going on, we were about
to take the Minister to China, and so we had preparations for that going on.
And even before he was about to go to China, he had budget estimates,
which is typically the - probably the most intense time for any Government
Minister. So this was just another, another item, and, and so I sought to
deal with it as much as possible myself.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, and, and messages - yeah, it's the meeting the following day, at
about 10 o'clock, in, I assume, correct me if I'm wrong, in Martin Place?

CULL:

Yes. At our offices in Martin Place.

GRAINGER:

OK. So who attended, do you recall?

CULL:

Yeah. So Steven Foote, Jimmy Liu, Graham Steer, Daryl, and New South
Wales Trade and Investment Executive Director, Susan Calvert -

GRAINGER:

OK. So -

CULL:

- and myself. I've got business cards - photocopies of -

GRAINGER:

Yeah. OK.

CULL:

- business cards - a picture of them.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. Just from your recollection, just run me through what occurred at
the meeting. So -

CULL:

Yeah. So the meeting - in the meetings, Susan and I attempted to get an
understanding of what the issue was that they had, which is where they
talked us through the ownership structure with Shanghai Dairy, that they
were - they were having some problem with. At no stage had it - were we
really able to work out exactly what the problem was. And I think they I would imagine it was owned by Bright Food - and they basically asked
for, they asked for our assistance in resolving the problem, even though
we weren't entirely sure what the problem was. And they did also ask - I
think, I think in the meeting, and certainly subsequently over email, that
Minister Blair make himself available when he was in China to meet with
representatives of Bright Food - or possibly Shanghai Dairy, but I think
certainly Bright via the emails. I can check that - to kind of unlock
whatever the problem was.

GRAINGER:

So who spoke at the meeting?

CULL:

That's a good question. I couldn't recall in great detail, but say Steven
spoke - Steven spoke most. Graham may have spoken a bit. I don't recall
Jimmy speaking a lot.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

CULL:

Yeah.
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And what about Daryl?

CULL:

A little, but not a lot. But I, I wouldn't - I wouldn't really want to - yeah.
I, I don't - I can't recall any great detail, I'm sorry.

GRAINGER:

OK. So when - when Mr Maguire was there in this meeting -

CULL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- did you form a view about what role he was attending in?

CULL:

As far as I indicated earlier - as far as I was aware - he was representing
this company as a - as a Local Member or as a constituent, yeah. Yeah, as
a constituent matter.

GRAINGER:

OK. So is it the case that you formed the view that he was acting as a
Member of Parliament?

CULL:

Yes. I understood that to be the case, yes.

GRAINGER:

And during the meeting, you mention a number of companies, Bright
Food, Shanghai Dairy Group -

CULL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- and of course we're discussing UWE. Did you form a view as to UWEs
- what, what business they were in?

CULL:

The only business that was discussed with us was the supply of hay to
China

GRAINGER:

And the other two companies, Bright Foods, and Shanghai Dairy Group,
were you told who those companies were?

CULL:

Look, I may have - I may have been told. I did attempt to, to Google them,
to find a little bit more out, but like all Chinese companies, their web pages
aren't particularly helpful.

GRAINGER:

And so you, you - did you come to the view they were China, China based
companies.

CULL:

Chinese based companies, yes.

GRAINGER:

Was that from your own research, or something you were told?

CULL:

Certainly told. Yeah, I believe I was told that, and, and I may have done
some subsequent research to, to try and determine that further. I mean, we
have - we've got correspondence - we went to our - as a part of trying to
unpick what the - what the problem was, and, and whether there was any
role for, for Government in unpicking whatever it was, we asked our - we
asked for the assistance of Austrade. So we went to the Austrade Senior
Commissioner in Shanghai and said can you go and knock on the door of
Bright Foods, and get a meeting and help trying to understand this. And
so the correspondence that I saw back then indicates obviously Bright is a
Chinese based business, Shanghai Dairy, owned by them, but to, to, to my
understanding was a Chinese based business. Yes.

GRAINGER:

So UWE, as you said, are involved in the export of hay to China.

CULL:

Yes.
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GRAINGER:

And from what you've indicated that there's some business relationship
with Bright Foods and Shanghai Dairy Group. Is that the case?

CULL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

What did you understand that, that tripartite relationship to be?

CULL:

Yeah. So as I - as I recall it, we were - we were told that UWE was
51 per cent owned by Shanghai Dairy Group, and that Shanghai Dairy
Group was, in turn, owned by Bright Food.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh. OK. And, and you were indicating trouble understanding the
nature of the problem -

CULL:

So I - so we were told that Shanghai Dairy - UWE, and Shanghai Dairy
had reached an agreement, but Shanghai Dairy were gunna divest
themselves of their ownership, and that there was some, something to do
with an audit, or a process, or something that was holding up the
divestment. And I understood that UWE were - something along the lines
that they were looking for fresh capital for, for the business to keep going,
and Shanghai had maybe held that up, or something like that. And so as a
part of unlocking this - all of this - that was why they wanted Minister Blair
to meet with Bright to pass the message down the chain to, to get Shanghai
Dairy to move.

GRAINGER:

From what you described to me, it sounds like a simple commercial matter
more than anything else. Am I -

CULL:

Yeah, no, that's -

GRAINGER:

- reading that wrong, or -

CULL:

No, no. That is - and that's the advice that was provided by the Department.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

CULL:

So Susan Calvert, I think in the correspondence that I'll give to you, I, I
think twice noted that this was really a commercial issue. And a
commercial issue between China and Australia to hit log jams and
Governments get involved. But as much as we could understand it, and I,
I, like, I don't think we ever got to a particularly great understanding, we
never really quite understood what the role for Government was.

GRAINGER:

So from that first meeting, when you left the meeting, when it was
concluded, what was your understanding of what this delegation, shall we
say, Mr Maguire, go from the meeting, wanted, either you and, or the
Minister to do?

CULL:

They, they wanted us to assist in unlocking whatever the issue was with
Shanghai Dairy, possibly through Bright Foods.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh. Had you encountered, in your time in the Ministerial Office,
anything like this before?

CULL:

No. No.

GRAINGER:

So it was unusual?

CULL:

Very unusual.
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GRAINGER:

So in, in the, the - in your role as Senior Policy Advisor, do you report to
who, the Chief of Staff?

CULL:

Chief of Staff.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. To Chief?

CULL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Did you have a conversation with Sean O'Connell about it?

CULL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

What did you tell Sean?

CULL:

I kept him up to date about every development.

GRAINGER:

OK. Did you raise your concerns about -

CULL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- how unusual it's all -

CULL:

Yes. He and I discussed that at multiple points.

GRAINGER:

OK. And what was the - I suppose the, the fruit of those discussions?

CULL:

Sean is a, a seasoned and experienced Chief of Staff, and I think he, he
shared my perspective that it was strange. He advised me to keep rigorous
notes, which I then left in the back of a taxi. But I, I think this - I don't
know that the substance of my, my recollection would really change
because of the - as I said at the start - because of the sort of convoluted
nature of the whole thing. So Sean and I shared a, a mutual suspicion that
this was quite strange, and, and as a result, we were very wary, wary of the
matter.

GRAINGER:

Mmm. Did you brief the Minister about this?

CULL:

No.

GRAINGER:

No. So did -

CULL:

I, I may have - I may have talked to him in passing that, that the Daryl
thing was still going, but it - certainly nothing of - nothing of substance.

GRAINGER:

At the end of the 18th of August meeting, did you give any undertaking to
the people in UWE and Daryl

CULL:

Sorry, I'll, I'll just -

GRAINGER:

So -

CULL:

Sorry, I'll just add to that last matter side of thing. At, at no stage did I
formally - I'd say - like, I never had a set down meeting as like right
Minister, we need to step through this, but I, you know, in sort of corridor
conversations, and so on. And I, I, you know, kept him vaguely up to date
that this was an issue, and I, I may have told him that Daryl wanted him
to, to meet with some group in China, but I, I may not have, 'cause as I said
before, I was mostly trying to keep it away from the Minister, partly
because I was suspicious of the matter. So, I suppose I could summarise
it this way, I had no, I sought and had no substantial Minister - engagement
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with Minister Blair on the issue, and, and didn't really seek any, any
guidance from him.
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GRAINGER:

As a part of your role to, how should we say, triage items -

CULL:

Yeah. Absolutely.

GRAINGER:

- should or should not go to the Minister.

CULL:

Yeah. Absolutely, yeah.

GRAINGER:

So at the end of the 18th of August meeting, did you give any undertakings
to Mr Maguire and his delegation about would or would not occur?

CULL:

No, I think - in the meeting, I remember I mostly tried to deflect things,
because they were seeking for the Minister to, to visit, Bright or, or
Shanghai, and I think at one stage Daryl said, thump the table, I'm sure.
Whether that was in that meeting or in subsequent phone conversations,
that we just need to, like, get in there and I could tell them straight. So
mostly I tried to deflect any decision, and, and give us time to gather
information, which is I think what the outcome was. I can - I can have a
look through the, the notes, 'cause we did get a response relatively quickly
from Steven Foote later that evening, where he, he said, look, if the
Minister is happy to meet with Shanghai Bright Foods Group then we're
happy to come over, and - so I think I - from my recollections, I spent most
of that first meeting trying to lead them away from that idea, and certainly
didn't commit to, to do anything like that.

GRAINGER:

OK. So after that meeting of, of the 18th, and you
indicated that subsequent to, to the meeting at
the
(UNDECIPHERABLE) [14:45:57] I think you said, what happened
after that?

CULL:

So at that point, I tried as much as possible to pass it over to the Department
to deal with the substance of it, to try and - to try and work it out. So they
engaged our New South Wales Government representative in China,
who also had conversations with Austrade. And they tried to assist
UWE in understanding the issue. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. So this is going on in the background. You've had - engaged the
Department of -

CULL:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- of Trade Investment.

CULL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And they've used their person in China to try and gather some information.

CULL:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

That information came back to you at what fashion?

CULL:

I've got email correspondence.

GRAINGER:

OK. And were you keeping Mr Maguire appraised of what was going on?

CULL:

I don't know about appraised. It's - I did have a number of
conversations with him. I certainly - I don't know that I was looking to
keep him updated,

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

Volume 27

457

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

but he - we did have conversations, because he was pushing for the
Minister to meet - continue to push for the Minister to meet in China. And
once it became clear that that wouldn't occur, he started to say, well, I'm
going to get on a plane and come to China, and I'm gunna turn up in
Shanghai at the same time as the Ministers there. And so then the, the
large - from that point, my efforts went from - I left the picking of whatever
the issue was to the Department, and most of my energy went into
dissuading Daryl from travelling to China.

5

GRAINGER:

We'll come, we'll come to that issue.

CULL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Did you have a number of phone calls with Daryl during that time?

CULL:

Yes, I did.

GRAINGER:

OK.

CULL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall any of the conversation during those calls, in broad terms -

CULL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- quite frankly?

CULL:

So in - I'd - the, the most - the thing that stands out the most to me in that
was that as a part of saying I'm gunna come to Shanghai and sort this out,
he indicated that he, he could also come to Beijing, and he knew people in
Beijing who would - and I think he may have even known the - a chunk of
the party organisation, and I think I may have referenced that in an email
to the Premiers Office, the actual name of, of that. But he - the, the
implication was he knew people with influence in Beijing, see, in the
Communist Party or in the Government somewhere that he didn't want to
do it, but he was, you know, if he had to he was gunna come to Beijing
and, like, that would help to get it sorted. And, and so my response- so I
didn't really respond to that, but it's in the - it's - it was in the context of a
number of sort of - as I said - he's an unusual man, and so he kind of like well, yeah, what's going on.

GRAINGER:

Did - did Mr Maguire hold particular sway within the party that you were
aware of?

CULL:

Not, not that I'm particularly aware of. I represent a Nationals Minister -

GRAINGER:

Yes

35

CULL:

- and Mr Maguire was a, a Liberal. So we did seek the assistance of the
Premier's Office in dissuading Daryl, partly because they are Liberals,
which seem - and I'm not really party to the conversations that they, they
had with him, but our, our combined effects managed to keep him in
Australia.

40

GRAINGER:

OK.

CULL:

I should say that I'm also not a - I'm not a Member of the Nats I'm not a
member of the Libs, so I, I'm not particularly -

GRAINGER:

Au fait in -
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CULL:

Yeah. I don't really care enough.

GRAINGER:

I understand that around the 29th of August, Mr Maguire wrote a letter,
which was sent to China -

CULL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- and a copy was sent to you.

CULL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So in the context of what you've been saying, you know, in relation to the
phone calls and the, the, I will use the word threats -

CULL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- to go to China -

CULL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- and sort this out.

CULL:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Were they before, or after, or how do they fit in the timeline
with this letter do you recall?

CULL:

No, I'm sorry, I'm not - I'm not gunna be able to recall that.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall the letter I'm talking about?

CULL:

Yeah, I do. And I've, I've got a copy of that to give to you as well. I was
also provided with a - as you'll see in the correspondence I'll give you - I
was given a draft of the letter.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

CULL:

The draft, I, I think - I think what happened was Daryl might have called
me the morning of - the letter was sent. It was sent late in the evening I
think - from the email correspondence. He might have called me the
morning of, and, and said, I'm gunna - I've got this draft letter. He then
didn't send it to me - to me till I think something like 2.30. I've had a, a
number of things on in the afternoon and I, I didn't really get to it, and then
he subsequently, to my surprise - I'm - I do remember feeling surprised,
and seeing the, the final signed thing, turn up in my inbox. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. So just for the purpose of the transcript, this is a letter that
was attached to an email sent by Meagan Tuck, who is a staffer of Mr
Maguire's office in Wagga, to Shi Mingfang, at Bright Foods.
Jimmy, at UWE Commodities, and Charlie Cull, yourself. And it's
dated 29 August 2017, at 17:06:05, with attachment called Bright Foods,
dash, China. It's from Commission property record E-17-0-1-1-AS-2-5-1-1. So just - I think, you know, you have a copy of -

CULL:

- Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

- the same letter there that I'm dealing with. I'll just go through the letter.

CULL:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall reading the letter when you received it?

15

20

25

30

35

40

Volume 27

459

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

5

10

CULL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. So this is a letter on Mr Maguire's Parliamentary letterhead,
addressed to Shi Mingfang, the Party Committee Secretary of the
Chairman of the Board of Bright Food, I'm assuming -

CULL:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

- given the email address. And the letter details a number of things. What
I'm particularly interested in is in paragraph that starts with, I seek an
appointment with you in Shanghai -

CULL:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- on 7 September, 2017.

CULL:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

Discussed a serious implications for UWE in the state of New South
Wales. The latest causing issues for the operators, farmers, and loss of
face by my political leaders, who are supporters, Joint Venture, with the
SDG China very publicly.

CULL:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

Now the comment there about the loss of face in my political leaders -

CULL:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- are you aware of any loss of face by anyone in relation to this?

CULL:

No. But in, in doing some of my own research on the issue, I, I did - I was
aware - or maybe Daryl told me that Stuart Ayres went and opened the
facility of theirs, and so I think I dug up, and again I've got a copy for you
here, some correspondence, or an, an article that covered that, and Mr
Ayre- Mr Ayres spoke of that in Parliament, which is not an unusual thing
if a Minister visits something regionally, and it's a, you know, ribbon
cutting, or whatever it is, that you then speak about it in Parliament so
someone knows you done it, otherwise you - no-one knows. So that's, that's
not unusual. And I think that I also did dig up - I know that there was, I
think, Barry O'Farrell, and another Minister - there's a photo of them at the
UWE facility, and I've got that here somewhere. But that's sort of
tangential. I'm not - and certainly there was no concern of loss of face, or
anything on our - on our behalf, and -

GRAINGER:

From the Minister -

CULL:

Nah

GRAINGER:

- your Minister's Office.

CULL:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK.

CULL:

Not at all.

GRAINGER:

That's what we were going to ask you to comment on that.

CULL:

Yeah.
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GRAINGER:

The next paragraph speaks about the requirement for - I'll read it for the
record. You must understand that unless the agreement is honoured, and
a replacement shareholder installed quickly, they can partner with UWE
to purchase additional crops, and finance existing plans, failure of the
venture will most likely leave 20 unemployed and raise very serious
questions by our government, both State and Local about future joint
ventures with Chinese companies.

CULL:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

From your perspective, and your portfolio was that a concern?

CULL:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK. Then it goes on about Mr Maguire flying to Shanghai to meet face to
face and to seeking some input from Bright Foods to fi- to solve the
problem. So you, you indicated before that Mr Maguire was advocating
before, at some point in time he was going to fly to China.

CULL:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

He was going to meet with people in Shanghai, and he indicated Beijing -

CULL:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- about this issue. And then you said you'd spent most of your time trying
to convince Mr Maguire not to go.

CULL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Just run me through exactly what happened from that point forward. So
actually - so we've - you've received a letter.

CULL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

What happened after that?

CULL:

Yeah. OK. So I'll - I think I'll be guided by correspondence I've got, 'cause
that's the - that's the best aide for my memory.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. OK.

CULL:

And I - and therefore the timeline that I've prepared - so we got a letter on
the 29th. And what I've got here is - in a lead-up to that, and, and after
Mr Maguire repeatedly requested my Minister's involvement with the
issue. And then basically I - we continued to seek information on the
matter through the Department, hoping that that - a bit of extra information
might sort of talk Daryl off the ledge, so to speak. And I kept the Premier's
Office in the loop about that as well. So I do have correspondence correspondence to that effect that I had a plan going forward, and if - I was
hoping that a bit more information might help dissuade Daryl from
travelling.

GRAINGER:

So were you con- what were your concerns about Daryl travelling?

CULL:

Mostly reputational damage. The Minister – that - another New South
Wales Parliamentary representative would turn up in Shanghai at the same
time as the Minister, and, and cause trouble.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.
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CULL:

And giv- given his - the nature of his engagements with our office, yeah, I
could just see that as kind of causing chaos, which is not what you want if
you've, you've got a carefully orchestrate a trip into China.

FOX:

Can you just - and, and just on that.

CULL:

Mmm.

FOX:

If a Member of Parliament attends overseas functions -

CULL:

Mmm.

FOX:

- and those functions relate to trade -

CULL:

Mmm.

FOX:

- and it may be trade with companies in his local area -

CULL:

Mmm.

FOX:

- is that something that your office would normally sanction, or at least be
made aware of?

CULL:

No. In, in a - in a perfect world, we'd have a complete idea of what was
going on, and people would seek our advice, but the reality is that a lot of
MPs have lots of engagements, and actually very - in my experience, very
rarely do they reach out - seek input from our office on, on speeches or
engagements.

FOX:

Talking specifically about now -

CULL:

Yeah

FOX:

- overseas -

CULL:

Overseas travel.

FOX:

Yeah.

CULL:

Yeah -

FOX:

But if someone was to go - and I'm talking now specifically about China.

CULL:

Yes.

FOX:

So if someone was to go to China - we'll start with that one.

CULL:

Uh-huh.

FOX:

And so that - and to go China, and, and talk about potential commercial
opportunities.

CULL:

Mmm.

FOX:

Is that something that your office would normally be made aware of?

CULL:

Yes. But it's actually surpri- was - it has been surprisingly informal. So I
suppose to address - to address that question generally, and then to come
to China, so if the - if the Premier, or the Treasurer, or anyone else is
travelling - for example, another Minister - their office, through the
Department typically coordinates their programme, and they will usually
seek advice from, from the trade people, and our overseas staff, and, and
that happens to a greater and - or lesser extent, depending on the, the
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Minister, and how much they, they back their own advice versus the
Department of Trade, and so on. So if a - yeah, if a Minister was going to
China, they would probably - their Department would probably seek
engagement through the Trade Team, and I would find out either through
the Trade Team, or their, their office would tell me - something like that,
yeah.
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FOX:

Assuming we're just talking about a member here -

CULL:

Yeah.

FOX:

- not a Minister.

CULL:

If, for a member, I haven't - I haven't had any - oversight of any member's
travel to China in any capacity. I, I can't recall - I can't recall providing
any advice on any, any individual member's travel to China.

GRAINGER:

OK. When you received this letter, I think you said before, you were
shocked

CULL:

Yes. A surprise.

GRAINGER:

Surprised.

CULL:

Surprised.

GRAINGER:

And what was surprising?

CULL:

Both the content, and I think when I'd seen the draft, the way that things
can move in Government offices, you draft something, and then they can
move slowly.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

CULL:

I was surprised that Daryl had sent me a draft at 2.30, and sent the final at
5 o'clock. It was - it seemed quite aggressive, yeah.

GRAINGER:

And the content of the letter, was that surprising to you?

CULL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Which portions?

CULL:

I think, to be honest, the whole thing. Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

In what aspects? I'm just trying to examine

CULL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- and what -

CULL:

Yeah. Yeah, it's just -

GRAINGER:

- is unusual about this letter from your perspective.

CULL:

Yeah. Sure. I'll just pull it up again, sorry.

GRAINGER:

You’ve read a version of it?

CULL:

Thank you. With the demanding nature of seeking an appointment is
surprising. The - I found - found the mention of embarrassment strange.
It's - just as a, a strange business tactic. It's a - and I don't know whether
Daryl thought - I - what I was thinking over it was does Daryl think this is
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a tactic to - because of a sort of Chinese cultural thing, they they're losing
face. And - but I still - I found it strange that he would be so aggressive in
seeking an appointment. Yeah.
FOX:

Mmm. Did you have a view on the proportionality of some of the
statements in relation to the scale of the business involved?

CULL:

I probably didn't - I don't think I really reflected on that particularly much,
no.

GRAINGER:

When you received the letter, what did you do with it?

CULL:

That's a good question. I'm not sure if I provided it to the Premier's Office.
I have to - I have to check. And I may not have - I may not have
correspondence -

GRAINGER:

Internal (UNDECIPHERABLE) [15:02:22]

CULL:

Yeah, internally. I, I probably chatted with Sean O'Connell about it -

GRAINGER:

There is an email that you sent it to Sean.

CULL:

Ah, OK. Great.

GRAINGER:

So -

CULL:

Yeah, then probably not much more -

GRAINGER:

(UNDECIPHERABLE) [15:02:32]

CULL:

- about that. There wasn't much to, to do really.

GRAINGER:

The, the email in question is dated the 29th of August, 2017, 5:08 pm.

CULL:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

You’ve sent it to Sean O'Connell and Niall Blair -

CULL:

Oh, OK.

GRAINGER:

- and it says, For information, I'll pass it on - this one to Trade.

CULL:

OK.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall speaking to either Sean or Minister Blair about the content
of the, the unusual content of the letter?

CULL:

No, I don't recall that, but I, I wouldn’t be surprised if I did.

GRAINGER:

OK. So in, in the Premier's Office, you were dealing with the Premier's
Office -

CULL:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

- prior to receipt of the letter, were you, to try and dissuade Mr Maguire?
Or was that dealing with the Premier's after receipt of the letter?

CULL:

I couldn't be certain of the time, I'm sorry.

GRAINGER:

Mmm. So who in the Premier's Office were you dealing with?

CULL:

Maddy McCure, principally, and a little bit with the Chief of Staff,
Sarah um, goodness.

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

Volume 27

464

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

GRAINGER:

OK.

CULL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

(UNDECIPHERABLE) [15:03:37]

JONES:

Charlie, I just wonder whether you're clear on when Paul says dissuading,
he's dissuading about the travel, or dissuading from sending the letter,
must be-

GRAINGER:

Sorry.

JONES:

Just clarifying (UNDECIPHERABLE) [15:03:45]

GRAINGER:

Both.

CULL:

Yeah. Right. I don't - I didn't really engage with Daryl on the, the, the
letter.

GRAINGER:

OK.

CULL:

I didn't - I don't - I, I don't think I gave - really gave him any advice on that
all, yeah (UNDECIPHERABLE) [15:02:22]

GRAINGER:

Let's just deal with the Premier's Office first.

CULL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. You deal with - you name two people, Mattie someone -

CULL:

Maddy - Maddy McCure.

GRAINGER:

So it's Matthew, is it?

CULL:

Sorry, M-A-D-D-Y.

GRAINGER:

Ma, oh, Maddy.

CULL:

Maddy.

GRAINGER:

OK. And, and what is Maddy's role in the Premier's Office?

CULL:

She's a Policy Advisor, and she has been my sort of - my contact person in
the office.

GRAINGER:

OK. And the Chief of Staff.

CULL:

Sarah, Chief of Staff, yes.

GRAINGER:

Sarah -

CULL:

So Cruickshank.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

CULL:

Cruikshank.

GRAINGER:

OK. So let's just go through what you did with both of those people - Yes.

CULL:

- first Maddy. What were the discussions, and what overt steps did you
take with her in relation to Mr Maguire?
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CULL:

Yeah.
I'll just - sorry, I'll just see if I can pull up my
emails if I have it. Much as I got. Anyway, you probably got more
than me. So generally, the discussions with the Premier's Office
were about whether they - firstly to make them aware, because we
thought there was a, a risk around the way that Daryl was operating
that it could become a, a political issue if he turned up in Shanghai
at the same time as the Minister. So we thought that was - Sean and I
thought that was an - enough of a risk that we should tell the Premier's
Office, and then we sought, sought their assistance in making sure
that Daryl didn't travel.

GRAINGER:

OK. So was that with Maddy or with Sarah?

CULL:

Both.

GRAINGER:

Both. OK. So do you recall the conversations - so - OK, let's go back.

CULL:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

The conversation with Maddy, were they by email, or by phone -

CULL:

Some email. Some phone.

GRAINGER:

OK. And with Sarah Cruickshank, were they email or by phone?

CULL:

I don't - I don't think I chatted with Sarah on the phone. It would have
been - it would be very unusual for a Policy Advisor to chat with the Chief
of Staff on the phone, especially in the Premier's Office but she is in some
email correspondence.

GRAINGER:

OK. So do you - you've got -

CULL:

I've got copies of it.

GRAINGER:

- copies of all the correspondence with you, have you?

CULL:

Yeah. As much as I can find -

GRAINGER:

OK. Well -

CULL:

- on the email system.

GRAINGER:

- I can go through it later and sort of obtain the information I need for that.
So what, what was the next thing you recall happening?

30

CULL:

So at some - at some point - and I don't recall exactly when it was - but we
did manage to, to sort of convince Daryl that he didn't have to travel, which
was great as far as I was concerned. And so the Minister went to - the
Minister travelled to China from the 4th of September. And basically, the
- as far as I was concerned, the matter kind of petered away.

35

GRAINGER:

OK.

CULL:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So you said Daryl didn't travel. How would you come - become aware
that Daryl did not go overseas?

CULL:

I - that's an interesting question to ask. I - in phone calls with him, he told
me that he wasn't going to travel for this matter. I mean, he might have
travelled otherwise, but, yeah.
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GRAINGER:

So he threatened to, and then told you he was not going to.

CULL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. Was that as in he was - sorry, I'll rephrase that. Was - did you form
a view that the threat to go was a, a stunt to force an action?

CULL:

I - look, it could have, it could have been, but at that - I, I couldn't have
ever dealt with it as a stunt. I had to deal with it as it - as it was, yeah.

GRAINGER:

And when he indicated to you that he was not going to go -

CULL:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- in what sort of tone was that? Was it a conciliatory or -

CULL:

No, not conciliatory. It's just kind of - look, I'm, I'm not - I've decided I'm
not going.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

CULL:

OK. Great.

GRAINGER:

OK. Did you ever meet with Daryl, other than the first meeting -

CULL:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- face to face about this issue?

CULL:

I don't think I did, no. I - like, I - yeah, no, I - not to, not to my recollection.

GRAINGER:

So ultimately the Minister went to China, and he did not meet with the
Bright Food -

CULL:

He did not -

GRAINGER:

- or Shanghai Dairy -

CULL:

He did not meet with Bright Food or Shanghai Dairy. Bright Food was because as to the best of my understanding, it was quite a large business.
They were invited to a - an investor, round table, the Minister held, I think
in Shanghai. I sought clarification from the Department on this. As far as
we're aware, they didn't attend.

GRAINGER:

Now, the - there were some - from documents I've read, there was some
issue about an audit -

CULL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- or something. Explain, can you explain that to me?

CULL:

No, I wish I - I wish I could.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

CULL:

I think, from, from reading my correspondence, and refreshing my
memory, there was debate over whether an audit had happened, or hadn't
happened, and whether - or whether someone was coming out to do an
audit, or not do an audit. That was one of the things we never really figured
out.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.
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CULL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So throughout this whole time, did Mr Maguire indicate to you that - I'll
rephrase it. Through the time, did Mr Maguire tell you of any relationship
he had with the proprietors of Bright Food?

CULL:

No.

GRAINGER:

Did you form a view?

CULL:

No. Just that it was a little bit odd.

GRAINGER:

Mmm. UWE, I should have said, not Bright Food.

CULL:

Ah, OK. Sorry, no.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

CULL:

No.

FOX:

So you, you, you proceeded - just to confirm - on the basis that this was a
company that was based in his electorate, and that was the nature -

CULL:

Yes.

FOX:

- and basis of his interest.

CULL:

Yes. Yeah, not - notwithstanding that with - that it was the intensity of his
- that he was unusual.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall Mr Ayres office being involved in this at all at any time?

CULL:

I sought - I sought some guidance from Minister, Minister Ayres office
about whether they could help me understand why it was that Daryl was
so involved in this. So I, I called Michael Haynes, the Advisor, in their
office, and said, "Can you shed any light on this." I think I've got email
correspondence somewhere in here that he comes back and says he chatted
with his boss, and he had no, sort of didn't really have any - anything to
shed on that. And the only - the only reason I called them was I think I'd
stumbled across the, the - something in Google that showed that he'd turn
up, or maybe Daryl had told me the Minister hasn't been down to, to launch
it, so I asked the question.

GRAINGER:

OK. Did you, other than Premier's and Minister Ayres' office, did you
make any other inquiries with any other Minister's office about this issue?

CULL:

No, not that I - not that I can recall.

GRAINGER:

What about Austrade. Who did you deal with in Austrade?

CULL:

I didn't deal with anyone personally in Austrade. From recollection, I think
it was Liu Bing. It was a lady who's - was at that stage, Austrade's head of
China, STC. But I, I, I don't think I put that anywhere in email
correspondence, and so I'd have to check that if you, if you wanted that for
sure.

GRAINGER:

And Austrade is a Commonwealth Government -

CULL:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- Agency. How did you - Ms Bing -
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CULL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- how did you know her?

CULL:

At that stage, I don't know that I'd met her. But our representative in China
was chatting with her.

GRAINGER:

OK. Your State Government -

CULL:

Our State Government representative.

GRAINGER:

And who was that person?

CULL:

Tony - I'll just check, but I think it was Tony - Tony Cheng.

FOX:

The - what did the - just going back to what you gave us earlier -

CULL:

Yes.

FOX:

- the first document, which is a screenshot from the phone. There's - the
6th of September, 2017, "Gooday" - this is from Daryl -

CULL:

Uh-huh.

FOX:

- I think. "Gooday, Jimmy" - that's Jimmy Liu, I assume.

CULL:

Uh-huh.

FOX:

And it's Tony Zhang's mobile.

CULL:

Yes.

FOX:

And so you provide a mobile of overseas -

CULL:

Uh-huh.

CULL:

Yes.

FOX:

- on the 6th of September. So Tony Zhang is the New South Wales Trade
and Investment representative in -

CULL:

Shanghai.

FOX:

In Shanghai.

CULL:

Yes. I think that's right. Yep.

FOX:

And he's the person who conducted any inquiries on behalf of the
Department.

CULL:

Yeah. Here we go. So Tony - yeah, Tony was trying to - trying to facilitate
the conversation between UWE and it's Chinese counterparts. So Susan
was - and her team were working with, with Tony to, to - and, and Austrade
to, to help - to understand what was going on, or help conversations to
happen, and may be what happening. Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. Is Susan still in the same role within Trade and Investment?

CULL:

No. She left some time ago.

GRAINGER:

OK. In Government still or (UNDECIPHERABLE) [15:13:53]

CULL:

I'm actually not sure.
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GRAINGER:

OK. All right. No, I've got nothing further, Tim. Do you want to ask
anything further?

FOX:

No.

GRAINGER:

No. Charlie, is there anything else you wish to say about the matter at this
point in time?

CULL:

I don't - no, I don't think I've got anything else. I'm, I'm happy to assist
you with anything further. I - our office - so I've got things like the Hansard
stuff that I discussed with you. Our office did also later receive
correspondence from a lady called Tania Jins -

GRAINGER:

Yes.

CULL:

- which I think - I understand -

GRAINGER:

Forwarded to us, yes.

CULL:

Yeah. You've then - forwarded to you. So we - because -

GRAINGER:

That was in relation to UWE (UNDECIPHERABLE) [15:14:39]

CULL:

In relation -

GRAINGER:

(UNDECIPHERABLE) [15:14:39]

CULL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

(UNDECIPHERABLE) [15:14:39] to some of the growers.

CULL:

Yes. So we - I think because we had provided, through DPC, to you, a, a
summary of things, and hadn't heard anything back at that point, we dealt
with that as expediently as possible in this run of the mill business, and
wrote back to Miss Jins, and to the - the Minister wrote to the Federal
Treasurer, referring the matter on, 'cause she was seeking ASIC
intervention. So I've got a copy of that correspondence for you as well.

GRAINGER:

Thank you. Now you have a folder of documents you're brought with you.

CULL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Are you happy to provide that to the Commission?

CULL:

Yes, very happy. So the emails I have are, are all of the - all the relevant
emails that I can find on my system. There may be more, 'cause I did - I
did delete a whole lot of emails from that period. Just a big kind of
clean-up thing. But these are the ones that - for whatever reason, still exist,
or have popped back up. So, yeah, as far as I'm able to find, these are, this
is every email that I've got kept.

GRAINGER:

Thank you. Daniel, do you want to put anything on the record at this point
in time?

JONES:

No. Thanks, Paul.

GRAINGER:

OK. I'll just close the interview now Charlie. Again, thank you for coming
and speaking to us. Appreciate it. Do you have any complaints about the
way the interview's been conducted today?

CULL:

No.
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GRAINGER:

Have the answers been given of your own free will?

CULL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Are they true to the best of your knowledge and belief?

CULL:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And have Tim or I held any threat, promise or inducement to take part in
this interview today?

CULL:

No.

GRAINGER:

Charlie, and thank you. I'll finalise the interview now. The time is 11.11
by my watch.
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Bright Foods
Meagan Tuck <"/o=parl/ou=exchange administrative group
(fydibohf23spdlt)/cn=recipients/cn=mtuckad1">
To:
shimingfang@brightfood.com
Cc:
jimmy@uwecommodities.com, charlie.cull@minister.nsw.gov.au
Date:
Tue, 29 Aug 2017 17:06:05 +1000
Attachments: Bright Foods - China.pdf (663.83 kB)
From:

Good afternoon
Please find attached letter from Daryl Maguire MP – Wagga Wagga for your URGENT attention
and reply
Many thanks
Meagan Tuck
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
Ph: 0269 211622
Fx : 0269 214424
Mo:
E: waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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Daryl >
iMessage
17 Aug 2017, 4:15 pm

Ta Charlie , we are aiming for
1030 or a little earlier, just
getting people to a·lign diarys ,
will send you an email spelling
out the problem later today
1

Thanks. Sounds good.
17 Aug 2017, 7:28 pm

Confirming Jimmy Liu and I
meet you between 10/1030 can
you log in with Security please

111'1 la)
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Daryl >

17 Aug 2017, 8:59 pm

Ta
1 Sep 2017, 12:14 pm

G'day Charlie I thin k I :have
identified the real proble.m
relates to, an Audit in Jan feb ,
not the expected one tal ked
about in the Juily Board
meeting
1

1

6 Sep 2017, 11:10 am

G'day Jimmy needs Tony
Zhang's mobile
1

6 Sep 2017, 1:10 pm
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Daryl >

G da.y Charlie I think I have
identified the real problem
relates to an Audit in Jan feb ,
not the expected one talked
about in the July Board
meeting
1

6 Sep 2017, 11 :10 am

G da y Jimmy needs Tony
Zhang•s mobUe
1

1

6 Sep 2017, 1:10 pm

8 Dec 2017, 10:17

am

Hi Daryl, sorry I didn't get back
to you, best to give Darcy a call
(water adviser)

,.,,

Read 8/12/17

-
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INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION

5

RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN CHIEF INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX,
SENIOR INVESTIGATOR PAUL GRAINGER, TANYA DAVIES AND ROBERT
MANGIONI AT WATSON MANGIONI LAWYERS, SYDNEY 14TH AUGUST, 2019.
TIME:

10:09AM

PRESENT:

PAUL GRAINGER
TIM FOX
TANYA DAVIES
ROBERT MANGIONI

GRAINGER:

The time is 10:09AM on the 14th of August, 2019. My name is Paul
Grainger and we’re currently at the offices of Watson Mangioni
Lawyers in Castlereagh Street in Sydney. Other than myself there
are three other people present, that being Tim Fox, Tanya Davies and
Robert Mangioni. Tanya have you given your consent to have your
voice recorded?

DAVIES:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And Robert you’re happy to have your voice recorded?

MANGIONI:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So for the purpose of voice identification I’ll just ask each person to
state their full name starting with you Tanya?

DAVIES:

Tanya Davies.

GRAINGER:

Tim?

FOX:

Tim Fox.

GRAINGER:

Robert?

MANGIONI:

Robert Michael Alexander Mangioni.

GRAINGER:

And Robert you’re here as legal counsel for Tanya is that correct?

DAVIES:

Correct.

GRAINGER:

Tanya so you’re aware of the scope of the Commission’s
investigation I’ll read it to you. The ICAC is conducting an
investigation into an allegation that since 2012 Mr Daryl Maguire,
the former Member for Wagga Wagga, engaged in conduct that
involved a breach of public trust by using his public office involving
his duties as a member of the New South Wales Parliament and the
use of parliamentary resources to improperly gain a benefit for
himself and others. So prior to the interview we had some brief
discussions and I’ll just adopt those formally now. Do you agree
that I informed you this interview was voluntary?

DAVIES:

Yes.
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GRAINGER:

And you understand you’re under no obligation to take part of this –
in this interview?

DAVIES:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

The Commission is not conducting an investigation into your
conduct, at this time you’re not considered an effected person. You
are not under any obligation to answer my questions so please tell
me if you do not want to answer a question and I will suspend the
interview until we can progress.

DAVIES:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

If you wish to speak to Mr Mangioni prior to answering any question
please tell me, I’ll again suspend the interview and you can seek that
interview prior to continuing. Do you agree – I’ve – do you agree I
informed you that the interview will form part of the Commission’s
holdings in this matter and it may be used when a determination is
made about how the matter will progress. That could be a public
inquiry, it could be a public report, it may not progress at all. So you
need to be aware of those facts.

DAVIES:

Yes -

GRAINGER:

Okay

DAVIES:

- I am.

GRAINGER:

And do you agree I advised you that pursuant to the ICAC Act it is a
criminal offence to deliberately provide false and misleading
information to an officer of the Commission exercising their
functions under the Act. Any information you provide in this
interview today needs to be true to best of your knowledge and
belief, do you understand that?

DAVIES:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay. For the purpose of background can you just tell me your full
name Tanya?

DAVIES:

Tanya Davies.

GRAINGER:

Your date of birth?
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DAVIES:

35

, you probably know it anyway.

GRAINGER:

And do you use mobile phone number

DAVIES:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Is that your personal mobile?

DAVIES:

Yes, there was a time when I was a Minister I had another mobile
phone, but just for the duration of being a Minister.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Tanya can you give me a brief overview of when you went to
Parliament and your role since you entered Parliament please?
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DAVIES:

I was elected as the Liberal Member for Mulgoa 2011 under the then
leadership of, it was Barry O'Farrell as opposition then - then he was
elected as Premier at that time. And I then ran again for the Liberal
Party 2015 under what was then Mike Baird as the Premier was
elected. And then under Premier Berejiklian in March of this year
was re-elected for the third time as the Member for Mulgoa.

GRAINGER:

Have you held portfolio responsibilities previously?

DAVIES:

Yes – yes. When Mike Baird became Premier I was appointed as
Parliamentary Secretary for Youth Affairs and Homelessness and
that was working for Minister Brad Hazzard as he was the FACS
Minister and then the upper house John Ajaka as he had
responsibility for youth. So I was working for those two Ministers
as a Parliamentary Secretary. Then in - when Premier Berejiklian
was elected within the party room as Premier so that was two years
before the last election in 20 – 20 – sorry 2019 she asked me to
become Minister for Mental Health, Women and Ageing. So for the
last two years of the previous full term of Government I was a
minister under Premier Berejiklian.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And I understand that since the most recent, the 2019 election
you are now the chair of the ICAC com – committee is that correct?

DAVIES:

Yes, so that was put through the Parliament officially – check the
record for the date. So Chair of the Parliamentary Committee on the
ICAC and then Deputy Chair of the Public Accounts Committee.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Thank you Tanya. And your electorate is Mulgoa?

DAVIES:

Yes. Thank you.

5

10

15

20

25

UNKNOWN FEMALE: No problem.

30

35

DAVIES:

Please note lovely lady bringing in coffee.

GRAINGER:

(LAUGHS)– yes. And Mulgoa is located in Western Sydney is that
correct?

DAVIES:

Excuse me, yes it is.

GRAINGER:

And what suburbs, in general terms what’s the – what are the
boundaries of Mulgoa?

DAVIES:

So it has changed over the last eight years, so you want the
boundaries as they currently are?

GRAINGER:

Yes.

DAVIES:

Or before and since (INAUDIBLE) –

GRAINGER:

Before – prior to this election.

DAVIES:

Okay prior to this election so the boundaries are Regentville,
Glenmore Park, St Clair, Erskine Park, Horsley Park, then it goes
Mulgoa, Wallacia then into bits of half of Luddenham and then sort
of half of Kemps Creek then Abbotsbury, Cecil Hills, Middleton
Grange.
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GRAINGER:

And that’s prior to the election this year?

DAVIES:

Yes – yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Does the Western Sydney Airport – sorry I’ll rephrase that,
prior to this year’s election did the Western Sydney Airport fall
within your electorate?

DAVIES:

No.

GRAINGER:

Okay. You are a but – the electorate.

DAVIES:

Correct. Elizabeth Drive is the boundary.

GRAINGER:

It falls into Camden is that correct?

DAVIES:

Yes it does.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

DAVIES:

It was in my electorate back in 2011 when I had a different outline of
Mulgoa, but in the previous term not – not since this election, but
2015 the electorate boundaries were readjusted and that airport fell
into Camden.

GRAINGER:

Which was Mr Patterson’s electorate I that correct?

DAVIES:

At the time –

GRAINGER:

Yes. Mr Maguire, other than knowing Mr Maguire through the
Parliament, do you know him – did you know him before you
entered into Parliament at all?

DAVIES:

No.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Just tell me – describe your relationship with Mr Maguire for
me please.

DAVIES:

So when I was elected in 2011 he was already in Parliament and he
had the role of Government whip and that role is the – in the
Parliament it’s to basically corral the backbenches to make sure that
they adhere to their required attendance in Parliament, chamber
duties, he had an oversight function in terms of making sure we were
on our feet particularly as new members of which I was and at 2011
there were a lot of new members at Parliament, so he had a lot on his
plate to make sure we got up to speed in terms of what a
Parliamentarian is – is meant to do in Parliament. So he would
always be checking that we turned up on time, that we were on our
feet giving statements in the house about our electorate. Then his
other role that he did in the early part was to come out – oh he
visited me, okay. I can't speak for anyone else, but I know he visited
me when my – had the original electorate boundary and that was in
my office in St Marys at the time. Basically to have a look at how
it’d been structured, meet staff and then sit down and talk to me
about what is my plan in order to get re-elected in 2015 at the time,
so it was four years later. So he essentially was doing like a KPI
check –
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GRAINGER:

Sure.

DAVIES:

- in terms of, you know, how many meetings you are having, how
many community events are going to, how much door knocking are
you doing? Basically keeping us on a campaign footing to try to
secure re-election in 2015. And at – the – the – the main thing that I
do remember from that conversation we had which was eight years
ago was his advice to me which was avoid sitting behind this desk as
much as you can. Be out in the community. Be seen, be engaging
etcetera etcetera and that’s the only thing I really recall him saying to
me over eight years ago in that capacity. And other than him just
making sure we did our duty in Parliament I - I didn’t have any
ongoing conversation with him about any issues. None whatsoever.
During that term for the first year the Parliament, Barry O’Farrell
made the Parliament sitting schedule four days a week. And it was
very long sitting schedule, at the time our daughter was four and was
missing me a lot so what I would do is on the last sitting day of the
year I’d take her out of school and I’ll bring her in with me to give
her a special mummy daughter day and take her to the café, take her
around the building to show her a bit what mommy does including
going to the whips office of which Daryl Maguire was the Whip.
Now you can go there today and see the lolly jars sitting in the
Whip’s office. And so she would go and she’d take lollies and then
I’ll take her into see Daryl say hello. What Daryl would do is give
Laura some little trinkets from China, ‘cause he’d been overseas in
China and that’s what she remembered from her time visiting
Parliament with Mum, the lollies and the China trinkets. And that’s
the length and breadth –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

DAVIES:

- of my involvement with Daryl. And then it changed a bit when I
became a Minister.

GRAINGER:

Okay so tell us about that.

DAVIES:

So as Minister for Mental Health I did a lot of travel around the state
looking at mental health units, talking with the staff, meeting with
advocacy groups in terms of mental health. Wagga Wagga Hospital
had a new mental health facility that had recently been opened and
so I went down there as part of my role as Minister for mental health
to have a look at the facilities, talk to the staff and he – I always had
a staff member with me so the staff member accompanied me down
and Daryl basically just drove us around his community just to – to
show us kind of a bit of how the community is structured in terms of
the main street, but also the – the country areas it was quite – quite
close to the main areas. And also highlight some issues in terms of
ongoing vandalism and graffiti in terms of the youth issue, law and
order. And then – and – and that was about it in terms of my role as
a Minister working with him as a local MP.

GRAINGER:

So succinctly how would you describe your relationship with Daryl?
What’s a word you’d say professional, friendly, friendship?
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DAVIES:

Just professional.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Within the – within the party itself when the different partly
factions are present how do you fall –

DAVIES:

Factions?

GRAINGER:

- well –

DAVIES:

Didn’t you hear Prime Minister Turnball declare there were factions?

GRAINGER:

I have heard that.

DAVIES:

Sorry go on.

GRAINGER:

Where did Mr Maguire fall in relation to yourself the same –

DAVIES:

No.

GRAINGER:

- professional area?

DAVIES:

No.

GRAINGER:

No. Now the, what I refer to as the Waterhouse land, do you know
about that land at all?

DAVIES:

I do not know the exact location of the land, I don’t know the DP lot
–

GRAINGER:

Sure.

DAVIES:

- in terms of what land they own, so I couldn’t – if you gave me a
map I couldn’t say, “Oh that’s their land”.

GRAINGER:

So I’m trying to judge your awareness of the land itself roughly
where it’s located, now how did you – I referred to it as the
Waterhouse land how did you become aware that the Waterhouse
family owned a portion of land near the airport?

DAVIES:

I recall at the beginning of last year some time, I don’t know the
date, but Daryl Maguire did approach me in Parliament, I remember
it was outside the Whip’s office at the time and he called me ‘Tan’,
that was how he referred to me as ‘Tan’. I didn’t ask him to call me
that, but that’s just what he did. And he just said, “Hey Tan I need
you to have a meeting with some of your constituents, in relation to
the land that they own in your electorate and it’s link – it’s linked
with being close to the airport and the Aerotropolis development”.
And I just went, “Okay” ‘cause I – I have a principle of if you are a
constituent you have a right to come and meet with me. You don’t
need to go via other means to do so that’s my role is to meet –

GRAINGER:

Sure.

DAVIES:

- with my constituents and so I just said yeah okay.

GRAINGER:

Did he give you any details as to why –

DAVIES:

No.

GRAINGER:

- (INAUDIBLE).
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DAVIES:

No.

GRAINGER:

So you recall this being late last year?

DAVIES:

No – no – no the beginning of – the beginning of last year –

GRAINGER:

So –

DAVIES:

- 2018 –

GRAINGER:

’18.

DAVIES:

Yeah so the beginning part.

GRAINGER:

And do you recall if it was a parliamentary sitting day?

DAVIES:

It would have been ‘cause we were in Parliament.

GRAINGER:

Okay was Mr Maguire the Whip then?

DAVIES:

No. No, it was Chris Patterson.

GRAINGER:

Okay, and you recall the conversation was outside of the Whip’s
office, is that correct?

DAVIES:

Yes there’s like a corridor, so it has a couple of clerks, the
Parliament, and then it has like the oppositions whips office, their
staff, and then the Leader of the house office and then the Whip,
deputy Whip, Secretary’s office at the end.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

DAVIES:

So it was in that corridor.

GRAINGER:

And other than yourself and Mr Maguire was there any other person
present?

DAVIES:

That would have heard that conversations? N –

GRAINGER:

No.

DAVIES:

Not – there’s people moving around all the time, but in terms of
hearing what was said I – I don’t believe so.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So you’ve had this conversation with Mr Maguire about him
asking you to meet with some constituents?

DAVIES:

Yeah he said Louise Waterhouse’s name –

GRAINGER:

Oh he did, yes? Okay.

DAVIES:

Yes – yeah. And that stood out because I know the Waterhouse it’s
quite a commonly known name in the general community just the
Waterhouse in terms of racing, that’s what I associated in my mind
to remember the conversation.

GRAINGER:

I – I don’t expect it to be word perfect, but can you give me a – a
rough indication of what he said to you?

DAVIES:

Ah very rough –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.
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DAVIES:

“Hey Tan, I need you to meet with some constituents and Louise
Waterhouse about the land in Western Sydney they got some issues
with the airport and the Northern Road, can you meet with them”.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

DAVIES:

That’s it.

GRAINGER:

And did you agree?

DAVIES:

Yes – yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

DAVIES:

‘Cause he mentioned constituents.

GRAINGER:

Mm.

DAVIES:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

So what was the next thing that happened after that in relation to it?

DAVIES:

Ah you’re asking me to remember - look I – I don’t recall exactly
what happened in terms of dates or action, but I do know I met with
Louise and she brought either one or two other landholders to my
office in – in what was now St Clair electorate office to have a
meeting to talk about the – the issue they were having and what they
were wanting to achieve.

GRAINGER:

And what was that?

DAVIES:

What was what, the issues?

GRAINGER:

Yeah what the – what were their concerns and what were they trying
to achieve?

DAVIES:

Yeah, so what they wanted to do, the – the Northern Road, with – I
don’t know how much you know about the airport site itself, but the
Northern Road as it currently exists was travelling through the
airport site and so the – the governments needed to realign the
Northern Road it get it outside of the airport boundary and that – the
realigned Northern Road was going to be further west of where it
currently is. That brought it closer to the landholdings that these
people had including Louise Waterhouse. What – what I was I guess
a bit surprised about in terms of the meeting was when they said that
they actually represented quite a large number of landholders.
‘Cause until meeting with her and – and the one or two other
constituents I didn’t realise that they were actually like a big group
that were presenting this issue and this request. What they wanted
was under the current plans as they were at the time there was a
roundabout located on – on the re – the planned realigned Northern
Road what they wanted was – can I draw a picture?

GRAINGER:

Mm, sure.

DAVIES:

Is that all right? Just –

GRAINGER:

Actually I have a map that may assist you.
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DAVIES:

Yeah it’s – it’s not detailed enough.

GRAINGER:

Not detailed enough?

DAVIES:

Yeah I’ll just turn it on the back –

GRAINGER:

I have a map of your electorate if that assists as well?

DAVIES:

Mm, yeah, no.

GRAINGER:

No.

DAVIES:

I’ll just draw on the back.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

DAVIES:

Okay so – okay so as I – as I recall they – so – so this is – this is the
airport, that’s an aeroplane she represented landholders up here okay,
and that was a boundary line and there was another landholder here
and the – the roundabout that was being proposed was down in this
location which would have given access or ability to get access to
this particular landholder. What they came to me it was a request to
have – oh and – and act – at the time they said that this particular
roundabout location was directly aligned with one of the runways.
So in putting their argument to me for why they wanted it moved, I
think it was three hundred and fifty metres northwards, they wanted
it placed here, that’s the other runway, so that all the other
landholders could also be ab – have the opportunity to – to activate
their land, rather than just have this landholder benefit from this
access point. In the course of having discussion they - I do recall her
saying two other things, one if they moved it further northward it
would position the roundabout in the middle of the runway which
would, um what’s the word, which would effect a lowering of the
terrorist risk because if you – if you can get – sort of get a run up
from the roundabout you could cause some damage into the runway,
but if it was in the middle you – you’ve got more – it’s a bit more
challenge to get some sort of major I don’t know truck or something.
That was her argument. Then the other thing she said was given the
plans the Government have to activate this part of western Sydney as
the third parkland city the vision to green the city further, the Nepean
River’s down here, she said she was prepared to come to the table to
talk about how we can work with government to get public access
through their land holdings to the Nepean River from – from this –
from the Northern Road. So that’s essentially what – she was doing
most of the talking, but she was saying she was representing all these
other landholders.

GRAINGER:

So what was she seeking to do with her land? What was the
proposal they wanted?

DAVIES:

Oh I have to go back and read her letter, but it was – look – to
commercialise it. I mean an – anyone out there when – when the
Governments are investing billions, and they are investing billions of
dollars the opportunity to actually activate your land from being a
dormant piece of dirt into a commercialised operation you know
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means an uplift of value and dollars so what they proposed in terms
of what they wanted to do with it I’d have to go back and read what
she had identified in her letter I don’t recall, but certainly it was this
– it was to benefit from the airport.
5
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GRAINGER:

During the conversation in your electorate office with Louise was
Daryl Maguire mentioned at all?

DAVIES:

No.

GRAINGER:

Um –

DAVIES:

Oh no, not that I recall.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

DAVIES:

No.

GRAINGER:

So what was the next thing that happened after that meeting?

DAVIES:

I – because she – Daryl asked me to meet with Louise Waterhouse
and my constituents she wasn’t a constituent per say so I – when –
when I write to ministers I – I try and identify the constituent that
I’m representing, so I – I think I wrote back to Daryl just asking who
do I – who do I, you know, make mention of in terms of the main –
the - the main person that I’m making these representations for, and
he came back with her name again.

MANGIONI:

And this is the email that you provided and we’ve provided –

DAVIES:

Yeah.

MANGIONI:

- prior to this meeting.

DAVIES:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yes.

DAVIES:

Yeah – yeah – yep. Anyway so I – I – I thought the argument – from
my perspective the argument to me made sense in terms of I – I was
concerned about the terrorist link she raised and also about the
fairness in terms of being able to provide opportunities for – for
more constituents rather than just favouring one. So I – I wrote to
the – the airport CEO at the time, because it had a concern around
the safety and – and I guess I just wanted to bring it to his attention
that – to make sure that that had at least been ticked off or – or
considered or addressed, I thought that was you know valid for him
to be aware of and then in terms of the actual road construction and
the design of – of the intersections I then copied that letter to a
couple of the state ministers so they were aware of the concerns and
the request made by Louise and co.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Did you speak to Chris Patterson about it at all?

DAVIES:

Not that I recall.

GRAINGER:

Okay. In the – in the meeting with Louise and you’ve indicated that
when Daryl asked you it was for Louise and some of your
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constituents did you actually identify who the other constituents
were?
DAVIES:

Look at – at the time when were, you know, come into the office and
go to sit down and yeah we introduce ourselves, but I – I don’t recall
documenting their names, they just showed me on the map that they
presented, you know, where they were living.

GRAINGER:

Okay, and this land at the time fell within your electorate did it?

DAVIES:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

DAVIES:

Yes definitely, around Park Road.

GRAINGER:

Ehm. Was it on the boundary at all? Or was it fairly and squarely
within?

DAVIES:

No – no it was on the boundary.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

DAVIES:

On the - because the – if you have a look at – do you want to show
me – grab me the electorate map. So there’s a road called
Matingara.

MANGIONI:

What – what date’s this?

GRAINGER:

This is the current –

DAVIES:

This is the current alignment of the electorate, yeah. So this is
Wallacia and then Green – and it’s Green – Greendale Road here.
So there’s a road here called Matingara –

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

DAVIES:

- Road and it ends, and then there’s just a straight line drawn.
(UNINTELLIGABLE) so it’s just parkland like there’s no road,
there’s no creek nothing like this, it’s just a straight and – and until it
hits the Northern Road, and then it follows the Northern Road so
they indicated to me that they – that they represented land holdings
in this vicinity.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOX:

Just on that you in – you said earlier that Louise Waterhouse was not
a constituent per say, where did you come to understand she had land
there? Was she – did she have land in that block you just indicated
or was it outside of that - your constituency?

DAVIES:

My understanding at the time was that she had landholdings because
I couldn’t understand why she would be involved if she didn’t have
landholdings, but she came to this meeting with other constituents
that owned that – that actually lived there –

FOX:

Right.

DAVIES:

- and they were trying to get their land activated as well.
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FOX:

So what representation did or representations did she make about the
land that she owned?

DAVIES:

Well she didn’t.

FOX:

Right. Okay that’s just what I wanted to clarify so she never said I
own this parcel of land, it was all – she was – she was acting as a
spokesperson for the two other con – persons who you understood or
would – because you were told, actually owned land in your
constituency?

DAVIES:

Correct I – I because she, excuse me, because she was involved in
this matter I guess just drew the link that she – she obviously has
land somewhere.

FOX:

Right.

DAVIES:

But I was actually more focused on hearing from the constituents
‘cause they’re the people that either vote for you or vote –

GRAINGER:

Against you.

DAVIES:

- against you and – and I have an obligation to my constituents not
anyone that may be representing them (INAUDIBLE) –

MANGIONI:

But also to clarify that question from Tim –

DAVIES:

Yep.

FOX:

- Tim’s sort of focusing on the specifics of the people in the room
you – you told us earlier that you were a bit surprised when they met
with you and they said we represent quite a large number of land
holders. So you – so they were there whilst they might have had two
people there they told you they were representing quite a large
number of land holders.

DAVIES:

Yeah like they were – they were present in the meeting, but they had
done the – like I think I said before that they – they had a map, like a
blown up version of the map and they had indicated the various land
holders –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

DAVIES:

- constituents who were I guess working with – with them on this
Syd West Group, and I can't remember the name of it. And I
suppose those two – I think there were two constituents were saying
look we are here speaking up on behalf of, you know, all these other
people in your electorate and so I went, “Oh okay”.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So three people came to the meeting is that right?

DAVIES:

It was definitely Louise, and definitely someone else and – and I – it
could have been a second person so –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

DAVIES:

- at – at least one or two constituents.
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GRAINGER:

Okay. There’s a particular name for the development that Louise
Waterhouse wanted to achieve, do you recall that name at all?

DAVIES:

I – no not – not – not accurately.

GRAINGER:

If I was to mention the Smart West Sydney does that assist you?

DAVIES:

Ah that – yeah that – I mean that could have been what she referred
to it as, gain I’d have to look back at the documents –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

DAVIES:

- to be certain.

GRAINGER:

I’ve got – I have an extract here of a – a document prepared by
Smart West Sydney, the Waterhouse Group through a planning
consultant and they use a indication of the relationship between the
Waterhouse land and the airport, so in light of what you said about
the electorate map I might just show this to you it’s Commission
reference E17/0144/AS-10-12-PR-0001 that’s just our internal –

DAVIES:

Oh okay.

GRAINGER:

- document management system.

DAVIES:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

The – the area shaded in blue is land owned by the Waterhouse
family that they were seeking to develop in relation to the airport.
Now can you tell me that – where that fits in to this electorate map?

DAVIES:

Yeah well it – it wouldn’t, it’s down in Camden – Camden area. So
the – I th – that may be Matingara there.

MANGIONI:

Well that – that report – that’s included in it, that blue portion –

GRAINGER:

Yes.

MANGIONI:

- is that above that line that you’re just point to?

DAVIES:

Yeah – yeah it would be yeah. I – I – oh it’s just hard to see.

GRAINGER:

Yeah it’s a it hard to –

DAVIES:

That’s – I think that’s the – no actually I think – oh what’s the name
of that development Green – Green Hills. There’s a development
like a one acre, like executive style living development within
Wallacia. I think that is it which comes down to here, so I think
somewhere – don’t want to draw on it, but –

GRAINGER:

You can draw on it there’s no problem.

DAVIES:

Oh some – somewhere kind of in that vicinity is Matingara and then
you draw – draw a line across.

GRAINGER:

So based on that view the small rectangular portion would fall within
your electorate?

DAVIES:

Yes.
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GRAINGER:

Okay.

DAVIES:

Yes it would.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

DAVIES:

But as I mentioned before when – when they said that you know we
represent you know the thirty or forty land holders in terms of their
project group, the one or two other constituents that were in that first
– first meeting when I was talking to about they were clearly
constituents. And – and they indicated.

GRAINGER:

Did they leave you a copy of the map at all? Are they –

DAVIES:

No.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

DAVIES:

No.

GRAINGER:

So we’ve – we’ve – we’ve had the meeting in the electorate office
and you indicated you wrote to the CEO of the airport corporation
and a couple of Ministers, state based Ministers.

DAVIES:

Yeah so the letter – the letter I wrote to the airport CEO I cc’d to
Ministers rather than generating differently worded letters, yeah.

GRAINGER:

So after those letters have been drafted what was the next thing that
happened?

DAVIES:

They were posted.

GRAINGER:

Ehm, was there any further correspondence with Louise?

DAVIES:

Not that I recall no.

GRAINGER:

What about Daryl?

DAVIES:

No, not that I recall.

GRAINGER:

Did you receive a response from the relevant Ministers you’d written
to?

DAVIES:

Oh I’ve got – I do recall getting a response back from the federal –
the federal Minister. The Minister Pavey, at the time, was the roads
Minister. And not – not the other two ministers which was Stuart
Ayres was the then Minister for Western Sydney and, excuse me,
Andrew Constance was – ah no I forget his title. He was some – he
had some –

FOX:

Transport?

DAVIES:

Transport yeah – yeah thank you. So I got back reply from Pavey in
terms of roads, and then the federal Minister. And at that time when
I read their responses I then could see that this group, Louise and et
al had already been engaged with the various agencies or – or
departments to try to get their – their proposal identified or
recognised or – or what they wanted to try and achieve they’d
already been working on it, but I wasn’t aware of that at the time –
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GRAINGER:

Okay.

DAVIES:

- when I first met with them. I’ll just identify the email that was
provided to me this morning by Robert, we have a copy of the same
email from another source, it’s Commission reference D10567904
and you touched about – you touched on this before in relation to the
actions you took. I’ll just ask you to have a look at that it – it – it –
you seen it, you provided it to me through Robert this morning –

DAVIES:

Oh yeah – yeah.

GRAINGER:

So this is dated the 19th of March, 2018. Does that fit within your
recollection of the time period?

DAVIES:

Ah roughly, yeah.

GRAINGER:

The last line of the email is from Daryl – from Tan, from you sorry
to Daryl – “Please forward her contact details I don’t have them”. Do
you recall receiving them at all, the contact details for Louise?

DAVIES:

I don’t - I don’t recall receiving them. No I don’t recall receiving
them.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Did you come to an understanding why Mr Maguire was
involved with these landholders at all?

DAVIES:

No.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall ever being given a presentation of some sort, a – a
document or something detailing the Waterhouse project?

DAVIES:

Ah –

GRAINGER:

Other – other than (INAUDIBLE) –

MANGIONI:

(INAUDIBLE) about this thing that you described as Smart West
Sydney?

GRAINGER:

Yes. Other than that, the meeting in your office –

DAVIES:

Like a separate –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

DAVIES:

- formal presentation power point –

GRAINGER:

No – no – even an informal one, someone had passed you a
document in relation to it?

DAVIES:

Not that I can recall.

GRAINGER:

During the course of this investigation we have had access to Mr
Maguire’s phone. In part of the – the – the data in the phone, there
are a series of chat messages, iMessages between iPhones. And I’d
just like to show these to you and get your recollection of how this
fit into scheme of what we spoken about today.

DAVIES:

Ehm.
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GRAINGER:

This is a Commission reference E17-0144-AS-7-1-PR-0003. This is
what we call a extract report from a mobile phone. We have the
mobile phone, run some computer software over it and we take out
the data from that phone. This is a replica of what is contained
within it. These messages are messages between the phone which
was used by Daryl Maguire and the mobile number that I asked you
to identify before, the one ending in 25.

DAVIES:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

There’s three in total, I’ll just show those to you. I’ll start from the
top and work down Tanya. So it appears on the 12/3/2018 at
10:24AM, Mr Maguire sends you a message asking, “Can you call
me please”. The following day on the 13th at 4:34PM he sent you a
message saying “When you get it print it, don’t forward it forward it,
go see your neighbour and discuss with him. He knows and is
waiting”. And then the following day you’ve asked Mr Maguire to,
“Talk to me after question time please, Tanya”. I’m interested in the
middle message if you recall that at all? The – so he’s saying that,
something’s going to be sent to you don’t forward it, go and see your
neighbour and discuss it with him.

DAVIES:

I – I don’t r – I mean I don’t recall any of that. Obviously it took
place, what – what it – he’s referring to I don’t know, it terms of
print it I’m – I don’t know what –

GRAINGER:

That was.

DAVIES:

- what that was.

GRAINGER:

Go and see your neighbour, do you have any idea what that may
have been?

DAVIES:

Oh he – he could have been referring to Chris Patterson, as in the
electorate neighbour. Yeah so again I – I don’t recall, you know, I –
I just don’t recall what it was that I had to print it off.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

DAVIES:

Yeah I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

So within your electorate of Mulgoa the – we established before that
the electorate below is Camden which was Mr Patterson.

DAVIES:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

The electorate surrounding you we have Wollondilly at this period of
time 2018 –

DAVIES:

Jai Rowell -

GRAINGER:

Who was the member, Jai Rowell –

DAVIES:

Jai – Jai Rowell.

GRAINGER:

Blue Mountains?

DAVIES:

Ah when was this, this was last year or the year before?
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GRAINGER:

Yes last year.

DAVIES:

So that would have been Trish Doyle, the Labor member Trish
Doyle.

GRAINGER:

Penrith?

DAVIES:

Stuart Ayres.

GRAINGER:

Londonderry?

DAVIES:

Prue Car.

GRAINGER:

Ehm. So in terms of this conversation I – it’s possibly the electorate
of Camden it has the airport within it –

DAVIES:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- and some of this land appears from what we discussed before the
Waterhouse land appears to be within that electorate as well.

DAVIES:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Ah –

MANGIONI:

But you’re drawing a pretty long bow there from this email.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

MANGIONI:

This email doesn’t indicate it’s got anything to do with the airport –

GRAINGER:

Um –

MANGIONI:

- the text, sorry the text, anyway.

GRAINGER:

The – you don’t recall discussing it with Mr Patterson?

DAVIES:

No.

GRAINGER:

If you turn over the page these are two SMS messages from Daryl
Maguire to Louise Waterhouse, it’s the second one I have an interest
in. If you look at the date and time, it’s the 14/3/2018 which is after
the middle message on the day the page before.

DAVIES:

Sorry there’s just – can I just check the date.

GRAINGER:

Sure.

DAVIES:

So this -

MANGIONI:

It’s 12th –

DAVIES:

12th - 13th

MANGIONI:

13th sorry.

DAVIES:

Oh the 14th, yep, 14th and then on the 14th –

GRAINGER:

On the 14th –

DAVIES:

Okay –

GRAINGER:

Befo –
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DAVIES:

- he then writes to –

GRAINGER:

Before Ayres and before you ask him to talk to me before question
time please.

DAVIES:

So that’s three o’clock or quarter to three – yeah – yeah – yeah – so
he says – sorry –

GRAINGER:

It says – he says –

DAVIES:

To Louise –

GRAINGER:

(UNINTELLIGABLE) Louise, I think I fixed your issue, the two
locals have taken action this morning. Sit tight and lobby Lucy only,
leave the other to me as they are very aware of the close relationship
of a large landholder and the Commissioner. So in relation to that the
two locals, I’m taking to be yourself and someone else that may be
incorrect in the terms of the message – this morning sit tight and
lobby Lucy only. Now the question I have in relation to that was at
that point in time do you recall if particularly what he was referring
to as it was some conversation on that day or was it some action you
has taken?

DAVIES:

Sorry I’m not quite following your question (INAUDIBLE) –

GRAINGER:

So – so what I’m – what I’m trying to find - by this day Maguire’s
telling Waterhouse the two locals are on side.

DAVIES:

Right.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

DAVIES:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And this is after the message we looked at before when he’s told you
when you get it don’t forward it go and see your neighbour and
discuss with him he knows this is waiting.

DAVIES:

All right yep.

GRAINGER:

So at – at this point in time has there been some – have you made a
decision or have you done something that would give Mr Maguire
that impression that you may have been onside?

DAVIES:

No.

GRAINGER:

No? Okay. The – the last sentence ‘they are very aware’, that’s the
collective, so the two locals, are very aware of the close relationship
of the largest landholder and the Commissioner. Now are you aware
of any relationship between Louise Waterhouse and Lucy Turnbull?

DAVIES:

No.

FOX:

Tanya is it fair to say that if it – I know you weren’t part of that
conversation, but from what you told us so far, the most that, from
what you said, the most he could be referring to is the fact that you –
you may have agreed to meet the constituents. So him saying the
two locals are on side if say one of those is referring to you the most

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

Volume 27

498

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

he could be really in reality from what you’re saying to us, and from
our records is the most he could be transposing across, extrapolating
to – should I say extrapolating is that you’d said alright I’ll meet the
constituents?
5

DAVIES:

Yeah ‘cause that’s in the beginning of March.

FOX:

Sure.

DAVIES:

Yeah.

MANGIONI:

I think it’s a little misleading just for the record to describe this email
as saying that the two locals are onside ‘cause what it says is the two
locals have taken action.

FOX:

Okay sorry –

MANGIONI:

Any – anyway – no that’s all right –

FOX:

- (INAUDIBLE) said that so –

MANGIONI:

Yeah.

15

FOX:

- to say so – just to clarify then to picking up Roberts point, my
words, onside, the actual words are taking action the only action that
you took was to say to Daryl yes I’ll have a meeting with the
constituents and – and you followed through with that and actually
had a meeting and after that you wrote the letters.

20

DAVIES:

Well the letters – the letters came after this –

FOX:

That’s right, so I’m just in summation that’s – if anyone was to say
well what was the action –

DAVIES:

Well what does it mean by onside is that what you –

FOX:

No forget that, my words –

MANGIONI:

Forget onside

FOX:

- forget – they’re my words.

MANGIONI:

- it doesn’t.

FOX:

Action.

MANGIONI:

- yeah those words aren’t there –

DAVIES:

Alright sorry.

MANGIONI:

Tim’s just focusing now on the words that are there which is the two
locals that have taken action –

DAVIES:

Oh taken action.

MANGIONI:

- and he’s trying to summaries what that action is with you.

DAVIES:

Oh okay.
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FOX:

(INAUDIBLE) what his – I’m just trying to say as far as you’re
aware and from what you told us and what we understand is that any
action that he refers to would just be yes I’ll have a meeting –

DAVIES:

To meet with them.

FOX:

- yes I met, I listened to their concerns, I to collected those concerns
in a letter to the relevant person – what I considered being the
relevant person.

DAVIES:

Ah yeah, but the letter –

FOX:

Came later yes I accept that.

DAVIES:

- the letter came after that, yeah.

FOX:

But at – so at that time yeah –

DAVIES:

So in terms of the act –

FOX:

Action – the only action that could have –

DAVIES:

- taken action is to agree to meet with them.

FOX:

Yeah was to agree – agree to meet –

DAVIES:

Yeah.

FOX:

- and then w – and followed on to you did – you did actually meet.

DAVIES:

Ehm.

FOX:

Okay.

DAVIES:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

So – so what I was trying to establish before was whether you would
have that conversation with Mr – Mr Maguire prior to him sending
the message to Louise Waterhouse that you would write to these
relevant people about Waterhouse’s concerns.

DAVIES:

Oh I don’t recall the timing of – look what I do definitely recall is
when he asked me would you please meet with Louise and some
constituents.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

DAVIES:

I do definitely recall that conversation.

30

MANGIONI:

Yeah and sorry I don’t want to be annoying, but I don’t think L – I
don’t think Tanya actually said that she told Daryl Maguire that she
would write to anybody I think in terms of the timeline. It was the
discussion in Parliament house that she’s already dealt with and then
my recollection is she said nothing further.

35

GRAINGER:

Mm.

MANGIONI:

Anyway.

GRAINGER:

Did you ever come to an understanding of any relationship between
Mr Maguire and Mr Waterhouse – oh sorry Ms Waterhouse?
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DAVIES:

No.

GRAINGER:

Did it cause you any concern that Mr Maguire had asked you to
speak with Waterhouse and all the constituents?

DAVIES:

No.

GRAINGER:

Did it not seem strange?

DAVIES:

No. From time to time other Members of Parliament ask you to
meet with certain groups or a certain person because they know that
person through other means. So it’s not out of the ordinary.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Tanya I have no further questions at this point do you have
anything you want to clarify?

FOX:

Yeah I just want to clarify one thing around this time, so we’re
talking about March 2018 –

DAVIES:

Yeah.

FOX:

- we’re you involved in dialogue with Daryl about any other issue –
any other topic, I mean other than, “HI Daryl, how you doing”, we –
did you have conversations with him about any live issue other than
this one?

DAVIES:

Not that I can recall.

FOX:

Okay.

DAVIES:

No.

GRAINGER:

Tanya again thank you for coming and taking part today. Just in
closing I have few questions we often find that after an interview
that people reflect on what’s been discussed and something comes to
their mind that may be relevant, if that does occur it would be
appreciated if you could tell Robert and pass it on to us, it may assist
us.

DAVIES:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

Do you have any concerns about the conduct of either Tim or I in
this interview today?

DAVIES:

Excuse me. No, you’ve been very nice.

GRAINGER:

Do you –

DAVIES:

You don’t probably hear that very often do you?

GRAINGER:

Robert do you have any concerns about the conduct of the interview
today?

MANGIONI:

No – no.

GRAINGER:

Tanya have the answers been given of your own free will?

DAVIES:

My –

GRAINGER:

Yes – yes have the answers – yes.
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DAVIES:

Yes – yes. Yep.

GRAINGER:

Have either Tim or myself offered you any inducement to take part
in this interview?

DAVIES:

No.

GRAINGER:

Or have we threatened you in anyway or promised you anything to
take part in the interview?

DAVIES:

No.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And have the answers you’ve given been true to the best of
your knowledge and belief?

DAVIES:

Yes

GRAINGER:

Again thank you Tanya, if you have any q - any questions yourself at
this point in time?

DAVIES:

In terms of from here going forward when could I expect you to
decide whether this goes on further or I’m required further
(INAUDIBLE) –

GRAINGER:

That’s not a decision that Tim and I make that’s up to the
Commissioners to make the determination and I can't give you a
timeframe I’m not privy to that information I’m sorry.

DAVIES:

Okay.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

DAVIES:

Cool.

GRAINGER:

I’ll finalise the interview now it is 11:00AM.
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Re: Contact person
From:
To:
Date:

Tanya Davies <tanya.davies@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Mon, 19 Mar 2018 08:07:56 +1100

Pls forward her contact details. I don't have them
Sent from my iPhone
> On 19 Mar 2018, at 7:44 am, Daryl Maguire <Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au> wrote:
>
> Louise Waterhouse
>
> Sent from my iPhone
>
>> On 19 Mar 2018, at 5:12 am, Tanya Davies <Tanya.Davies@parliament.nsw.gov.au> wrote:
>>
>> Hi Daryl
>>
>> I am writing formally to Minister Roberts regarding our landowner group after a brief discussion last
week
>>
>> Who is the best person to include as a contact person in this letter to ensure future
meetings/landowner discussions etc, involve this group?
>>
>> Thanks
>> Tanya
>>
>> Sent from my iPhone
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UFED version
Internal version
Selected manufacturer
Selected device name
Machine name
Connection type
Is encrypted
Backup password
Extraction type
Extraction ID
Time zone settings (ID)
File System (2)
Extraction start date/time
Extraction end date/time
Unit identifier
UFED version
Internal version
Selected manufacturer
Selected device name
Machine name
Extraction type
Extraction ID
File System (3)
Extraction start date/time
Extraction end date/time
Unit identifier
UFED version
Internal version
Selected manufacturer
Selected device name
Machine name
Extraction type
Extraction ID
Logical (1)
Extraction start date/time
Extraction end date/time
Unit identifier
UFED version
Internal version
Selected manufacturer
Selected device name
Machine name
Extraction type
Extraction ID
Report type

12/09/2018 09:37(UTC+10)
12/09/2018 09:51(UTC+10)

Apple
iPhone 8 Plus

File System
_Australia/Sydney
12/09/2018 10:02(UTC+10)
12/09/2018 10:03(UTC+10)

SIM Card
SIM
File System

12/09/2018 10:03(UTC+10)
12/09/2018 10:04(UTC+10)

SIM Card
SIM
File System

12/09/2018 10:01 +10:00
12/09/2018 10:02 +10:00

SIM Card
SIM

SIM

1
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Connection type
Logical (2)
Extraction start date/time
Extraction end date/time
Unit identifier
UFED version
Internal version
Selected manufacturer
Selected device name
Machine name
Extraction type
Extraction ID
Report type
Connection type
Logical (3)
Extraction start date/time
Extraction end date/time
Selected manufacturer
Connection type
Extraction software version
Is encrypted
Extraction type
Extraction ID
Logical (4)
Extraction start date/time
Extraction end date/time
Selected manufacturer
Connection type
Extraction software version
Is encrypted
Extraction type
Extraction ID

12/09/2018 10:02 +10:00
12/09/2018 10:02 +10:00

SIM Card
SIM

SIM

12/09/2018 08:23
12/09/2018 08:29
Apple

12/09/2018 08:39
12/09/2018 08:57
Apple

Plugins
#

Name

1

UFED Logical Report Reader

Author

Version

Cellebrite

2.0

Cellebrite

2.0

Reads the report generated by the UFED

2

Physical Analyzer Report Reader
Reads report generated by the Physical Analyzer

3
4
5
6

Pre Project
Garbage Cleaner
Project Processor Finisher
Post Project

Contents
Type
Chats
iMessage:
SMS Messages

594

Included in report

Total

1

319

(11 Deleted)

1

168

(11 Deleted)

2

2605

2
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Chats (1)
* These details are cross-referenced from this device's contacts

iMessage:

594 (1)

#
1

Deleted
Start Time: 12/03/2018 10:24:46 AM(UTC+11)
Last Activity: 15/05/2018 1:23:43 PM(UTC+10)
Number of attachments: 0
Source: iMessage:
594
Source Extraction: Logical (3)
Body file: chat-1.txt
Participants:
594

025
Tanya Davies*

594

Can you call me please
Status: Sent
Delivered: 12/03/2018 10:24:47 AM(UTC+11)

12/03/2018 10:24:46 AM(UTC+11)

Source Extraction:
Logical (3)

594

When you get it print it , don't forward forward it , go see your neighbour and discuss with
him , he knows and is waiting
Status: Sent
Delivered: 13/03/2018 4:34:49 PM(UTC+11)

13/03/2018 4:34:47 PM(UTC+11)

Source Extraction:
Logical (3)

025 Tanya Davies

Talk to me after QT please. Tanya
Status: Read
Read: 14/03/2018 2:59:46 PM(UTC+11)

14/03/2018 2:47:41 PM(UTC+11)

Source Extraction:
Logical (3)

3
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SMS Messages (2)
* These details are cross-referenced from this device's contacts

#
1

Folder
Inbox

Party
From
788
Louise Waterhouse *

2

Sent

Direction:
Incoming
To
788
Louise Waterhouse *
Direction:
Outgoing

Time
14/03/2018
11:17:54
AM(UTC+11)

14/03/2018
11:16:06
AM(UTC+11)

All timestamps

Status

Message

Read:
14/03/2018
11:17:54
AM(UTC+11)

Read

OK. If you have time to chat I am here. But
understand you are Sitting today.
Source Extraction: Logical (3)

Sent

I think I have fixed your issue the 2 locals have
taken action , this morning ,sit tight and lobby
Lucy only ,Leave the other to me as they are very
aware of the close relationship of the largest
landholder and the commissioner
Source Extraction: Logical (3)

Deleted

4
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INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION

5

RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN CHIEF INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX,
SENIOR INVESTIGATOR PAUL GRAINGER AND CHERYL DOUGLAS AT
WAGGA WAGGA POLICE STATION ON 9TH JULY, 2019.
TIME:

1:53PM

PRESENT:

PAUL GRAINGER
TIM FOX
CHERYL DOUGLAS

GRAINGER:

Electronic record of interview between Paul Grainger and Chery
Douglas. Today is the 9th of July, 2019 and the time by watch is
1:38PM. We’re currently at the Wagga Wagga Police Station.
Other than myself there are two other people present that being
Cheryl Douglas and Tim Fox, for the purpose of voice ID I’ll state –
ask them to state their name starting with you Cheryl.

DOUGLAS:

Chery Douglas.

GRAINGER:

And Tim.

FOX:

Tim Fox.

GRAINGER:

Thank you. Cheryl have you given consent to have this interview
recorded?

DOUGLAS:

Yes I have.

GRAINGER:

Cheryl just for our records your full name please?

DOUGLAS:

Cheryl Lee Douglas.

GRAINGER:

Your date of birth?
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DOUGLAS:
GRAINGER:

Your current address?

DOUGLAS:
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GRAINGER:
DOUGLAS:
GRAINGER:
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, Wagga Wagga.
And what’s your best contact number Cheryl?
.
Okay. Cheryl as indicated the Commission is conducting
investigation into allegations of corrupt conduct involving the former
member for Wagga Wagga Mr Daryl Maguire. Part of that
investigation at this state relates to the employment of Chinese
nationals in various businesses around the Wagga Wagga area. One
of those businesses relates to your previous employee Great
Southern Electrical. We’d like to ask you a number of questions in
relation to that and obtain your recollection of certain events. A
couple of things I have to tell you as I explained to you before that
the investigation is on-going, there’s been no determination made
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about how it will finalise, but there is possibility that the
Commission may conduct a public inquiry if that does occur you
may be called to give evidence in relation to this interview.
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DOUGLAS:

Sure.

GRAINGER:

And Cheryl this is a voluntary you don’t have to take part unless you
want to. You can get up and walk out the door you’re more than
(UNINTELLIGIBLE) welcome, you’re entitled to do that if you
wish to, okay.

DOUGLAS:

Yep, no that’s fine.

GRAINGER:

Alright. Now Cheryl you’ve indicated to us prior to recording
you’re currently employed at the Charles Sturt University, is that
correct?

DOUGLAS:

That’s correct.

GRAINGER:

But prior to that who were you employed by

DOUGLAS:

Great Southern Electrical.

GRAINGER:

And how long were you there for?

DOUGLAS:

Eighteen months.

GRAINGER:

Okay and what role did you perform there?

DOUGLAS:

I was the payroll manager, I looked after HR, I looked after systems
and compliance. I did general administration and I also organised
Shaun’s appointments and travel and things like that.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And where exactly did you work? What location?

DOUGLAS:

Bowman.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

DOUGLAS:

32 Bowman Road, Bowman.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Now just getting to the – the point of employment. From
time to time did Shaun employ people of Chinese background?

DOUGLAS:

Only one that I know of –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

DOUGLAS:

- during the time I was there.

GRAINGER:

And h – what do you know about that person?

DOUGLAS:

I know her name was Amber.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

DOUGLAS:

That was her English name. I can’t remember what her long Chinese
name I’m sorry. But a lady called Maggie used to pop in to see
Shaun from time to time and then one day he said to me that Amber
was going to be on a fixed contract and I had to organise her payroll
information, induction information and that she would be – when I

20

25

30

35

Volume 27

533

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

asked where she would be working so I could get her desk ready
Shaun advised that she would be working from home.

5

10

GRAINGER:

Okay. So let – let’s take that a couple steps back. You said you met
– you’re – you’re aware of Maggie.

DOUGLAS:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And do you know Maggie’s surname?

DOUGLAS:

No I don’t I’m sorry.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So did you meet Maggie at – only at the office, did Maggie
come into the office?

DOUGLAS:

Yes she did.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So was that prior to Amber starting to work for the company?

DOUGLAS:

Yes I think she came in to see Shaun about three or four times.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

DOUGLAS:

Before she actually brought Amber into the office. They both had a
meeting with Shaun and it was after that meeting that Shaun asked
me to organise Amber’s payroll information and set her up, for her
fixed contact.

GRAINGER:

On the – on the system okay. And how long was the contract for, do
you remember?

DOUGLAS:

Six months.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And what role was Amber to – to perform?

DOUGLAS:

Shaun just told me she was doing some finance consultancy work.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Did she ever come and work at Bowman?

DOUGLAS:

No. I only ever saw her the once.

GRAINGER:

And that was the time that Maggie came in –

DOUGLAS:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

- with her. Did Shaun have any other work premises where this
person was likely to actually work from?

DOUGLAS:

She may have worked at D&M Electrical which is another business
that Shaun owns in Copland Street, in Wagga. Or the Griffith or
Ulladulla depots I wasn’t aware though.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And you said she was to do some financial type work is that –
do you know anything further about what she was to do?

DOUGLAS:

No that’s – that’s all I was told.

GRAINGER:

Okay, alright. And you mentioned Maggie you’ve – you indicated
you met her more than once is that correct?

DOUGLAS:

Yes that’s correct.
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GRAINGER:

So how many other times have you met Maggie?

DOUGLAS:

She probably would have come in three or four times before Amber
was employed and then twice after Amber’s contract finished.

GRAINGER:

Okay so what happened then, when – after Amber’s contract had
finished, what happened then?

DOUGLAS:

I just finalised all her paperwork, archived her file and then Maggie
came into the office, I can’t remember the dates I’m sorry, about six
months later. I’m the person that answers the –

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

DOUGLAS:

- we’re upstairs and the reception is downstairs, so they hit a bell
downstairs and I run down and get it. So she came in and asked for
Shaun I told her that he was in a meeting, I said did she want to leave
a message, she looked quite agitated. I knew it was Maggie because
I remember seeing her she didn’t offer her name and then she’s
declined to leave any message and left. And then a short while later
she came back in again and asked for Shaun I said he was away, she
declined to leave a message again and that was the last time I saw
her.

GRAINGER:

Okay so the – the – the two times were they on the same day, or
separate days?

DOUGLAS:

No separate days.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So the first time she came in you’ve indicated you cant
remember the date, it was about six months after Amber finished
was that this year?

DOUGLAS:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

DOUGLAS:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And then do you remember which part of the year it was?

DOUGLAS:

Oh it was early in the year, it could have been in maybe January
when Shaun was away on holidays perhaps.

GRAINGER:

Ehm – ehm, okay.

DOUGLAS:

But it was early in the year.

GRAINGER:

And he wasn’t there that day from your recollection, no?

DOUGLAS:

No – no.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

DOUGLAS:

No he wasn’t.

GRAINGER:

Okay.
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DOUGLAS:

Because I went upstairs and told my colleague that Maggie had
dropped in to see Shaun ‘cause she asked me who was at the door so
I advised her that Maggie had come in to see Shaun.

GRAINGER:

Okay was – you said that she was a bit agitated, do you know what
she was agitated about?

DOUGLAS:

No – no I thought she might have been agitated about Amber or
something I’m – I’m not sure.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And she left then?

DOUGLAS:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Did she come back that day at do you remember?

DOUGLAS:

No, no I don’t – I don’t think so. No not that I remember.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And then the second time she came back do – was that –
obviously after this first time we’ve discussed, how much after you –
do you remember was it a period of weeks or months or?

DOUGLAS:

Oh it was only a matter of weeks.

GRAINGER:

Ehm okay.

DOUGLAS:

And it was only very short again. She didn’t leave her name or a
message or anything for Shaun.

GRAINGER:

Ehm, okay. And that’s the last time you saw her was it?

DOUGLAS:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Did you know what Maggie’s role was? What she actually
did?

DOUGLAS:

I just knew – thought she was an employment consultant.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And the – the person Amber that Shaun asked you to do the
employment records for the (UNINTELLIGIBLE) contract and set
her up in the payroll did she have a tax file number and the normal
things that you’d have for a employee?

DOUGLAS:

Yeah she did, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And was she paid for the duration of her contract – contract.

DOUGLAS:

Ah yes she was.

GRAINGER:

And was she paid into an Australian bank account do you know?

DOUGLAS:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, okay. Did you ever discuss with Shaun what this person was
actually doing?

DOUGLAS:

No – no I didn’t, but I know that in – in that six months she did go to
China for a holiday because as she was a casual Shaun asked me not
to pay her for that time she was away. And then when she returned
we had just picked it up again and –
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GRAINGER:

Okay.

DOUGLAS:

- till her contract finished.

GRAINGER:

How long was she away roughly?

DOUGLAS:

Oh about a month.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And within Great Southern what’s used to manage the
payroll, what software system?

DOUGLAS:

It’s MYOB.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And that keeps leave records and everything as well does it?

DOUGLAS:

Yes it does and copies of payslips.

GRAINGER:

And things like that?

DOUGLAS:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

Okay, alright. So if – if any (UNINTELLIGIBLE) – anyone else –
I’ll rephrase that. Were you the only person who looked after new
staff, like setting them up in the system and that type of stuff, the
wages and things like that?

DOUGLAS:

Yes I was. Otherwise if I was away or I needed assistance my
colleague Paige she’s the Chief Financial Officer she would help me.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Alright. On the (UNINTELLIGIBLE) the times that Maggie
came to see Shaun did you say at all what it was about?

DOUGLAS:

No.

GRAINGER:

Just asked to see Shaun?

DOUGLAS:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOX:

Just a couple of things, what – what’s the time frame that you
worked at Great Southern?

DOUGLAS:

From August 2016.

FOX:

Yeah.

DOUGLAS:

To April this year.

FOX:

Okay. So the employment of Amber was in what year do you think?

DOUGLAS:

2017.

FOX:

2017. Alright and then that was just for a six month period, but then
the – the interaction with her again when she came to visit Shaun, he
wasn’t there, that was definitely in 2019 early on?

DOUGLAS:

Yes.

FOX:

Yeah okay. When you set this person up as – as an employee did
you also – did she get a email address?
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DOUGLAS:

Ah yeah –

FOX:

Did she get (INAUDIBLE) –

DOUGLAS:

- she did because her payslips had to go to an email address.

FOX:

Right okay so she had a email account with Great Southern?

DOUGLAS:

Ah no it was a private email account.

FOX:

Right okay that’s what – so she – she didn’t get – she wasn’t
allocated a Great Southern email account -

DOUGLAS:

No.

FOX:

- so she could correspond with people within the business or
externally on behalf of the business?

DOUGLAS:

Ah she might have been but I didn’t do it.

FOX:

So you were given a private email address in order to email her the
payslips?

DOUGLAS:

Yes.

FOX:

Alright. And you said there was another business D&M Electrical.

DOUGLAS:

Ehm.

FOX:

Did – was the – did that have it’s own payroll – do they – did you
(UNINTELLIGIBLE) the HR for that at Great Southern?

DOUGLAS:

No D&M did their own payroll.

FOX:

Alright so – but it would be unusual for her to go and work for D&M
then and be paid for Great Southern?

DOUGLAS:

Could have been yes.

FOX:

But it would have been unusual wouldn’t it for that to happen?

DOUGLAS:

No a couple of our staff that are D&M were paid by Great Southern
Electrical –

FOX:

Right okay.

DOUGLAS:

- a couple of the directors.

FOX:

Right. Alright. So you said earlier, Paul asked you what – what you
had – you thought she did and you said finance and consulting?

DOUGLAS:

Yes.

FOX:

Who told you that?

DOUGLAS:

Shaun.

FOX:

Okay and when they – when she very first turned up were – did you
Maggie and Shaun all have a conversation?
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DOUGLAS:

No, no Shaun and Maggie and Amber had a conversation only and
then when they meet – meeting finished Shaun came out and asked
me to start the payroll for Amber.

FOX:

Okay and is that when he told you what she was going to be – the
sort of work she might be doing?

DOUGLAS:

Yes.

FOX:

But she was definitely going to work for home. Is that – was that all
– that’s the only conversation?

DOUGLAS:

Yes – yes after I’d asked him where to set her up –

FOX:

Yeah.

DOUGLAS:

- he said she would be working from home.

FOX:

Right okay.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall if she was – what she was paid was it a – like if the
contract had a fixed salary to it or was it on a – a –

DOUGLAS:

A casual rate –

GRAINGER:

- yeah.

DOUGLAS:

- it was twenty something dollars an hour.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Okay.

DOUGLAS:

It was like an administration type rate.

GRAINGER:

Okay, did Shaun ever tell you whether the person had or was looking
for a visa?

DOUGLAS:

No.

GRAINGER:

- (INAUDIBLE) the country, to come to Australia?

DOUGLAS:

No.

GRAINGER:

No. Okay. And did you ever speak to Amber at all yourself?

DOUGLAS:

No. No the – when she came with Maggie and had the conversation
with Shaun, Amber didn’t speak to me at all.

GRAINGER:

Alright.

FOX:

Was she shown around the premises at all or was it literally just in
Shaun’s office and then back downstairs and out as far as you’re
aware.

DOUGLAS:

It was, well as far as I’m aware it was just in the meeting room
upstairs and then back downstairs.

FOX:

Okay.

GRAINGER:

Ah Cheryl I have nothing further ask you at this point, that’s all I
needed to clarify with you.

DOUGLAS:

That’s alright.
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GRAINGER:

Well thank you for coming and seeing us in your lunch hour I
appreciate it.

DOUGLAS:

That’s alright.

GRAINGER:

The time is now 1:53PM and I’ll finalise the interview.

INTERVIEW CONCLUDED
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INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION
RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN SENIOR INVESTIGATOR PAUL
GRAINGER AND CHIEF INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX OF THE INDEPENDENT
5

COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION AND SHAUN DUFFY AT BOMEN ON 12
DECEMBER 2018
TIME:

4:17PM

PRESENT:

SENIOR INVESTIGATOR PAUL GRAINGER
CHEIF INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX
SHAUN DUFFY

GRAINGER:

This is an electronic record of interview between Mr Shaun Duffy and
Paul Grainger, being conducted on the n- 12th of December, 2018. The
time is now 4.17pm. We're currently at the premises of
Bowman
Street, Bowman.

DUFFY:

Bomen. Bomen.

GRAINGER:

Bowman? Bomen? Bomen Street, Bomen.

DUFFY:

Bomen Road, Bowman.

GRAINGER:

Bomen Road, Bomen.

DUFFY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Yep. Other than myself, there are two other people present. And for
voice ID, I'll ask them to state their name. So, you, Shaun.

DUFFY:

Shaun Duffy.

GRAINGER:

And Shaun, is Shaun S-H-A-U-N?

DUFFY:

Correct.

GRAINGER:

Yep. Tim?

FOX:

Tim Fox.

GRAINGER:

Shaun, have you given your consent to have this interview recorded?

DUFFY:

Yes, I have.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Could I ask you to state your full name for me, please.

DUFFY:

Shaun Bruce Duffy.

GRAINGER:

Your date of birth.
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DUFFY:

It's

GRAINGER:

Your current residential address.

DUFFY:

5

, Wagga Wagga.

GRAINGER:

And your best contact number, please.

DUFFY:

Is

GRAINGER:

Okay. Shaun, before the - I commenced recording the interview, we
discussed a number of issues. I'll formalise them on the record now.

DUFFY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

I've indicated to you that I have spoken to your legal representative, who
is not present today. And I've forgotten the gentleman's name, sorry.

DUFFY:

It's Zac Tankard.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

DUFFY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

I've indicated to Mr Tankard that during the course of this interview, if I
form a view that you have committed a criminal offence of any kind, to
my knowledge, I will suspend the interview and allow you to seek some
legal advice.

DUFFY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Is that in concurrence with your understanding of what the agreement
was?

DUFFY:

Yes. Yep.

GRAINGER:

Shaun, do you agree that I have told you that this is a voluntary process?

DUFFY:

I agree, yes. Yep.

GRAINGER:

Yes. And do you agree that I told you that the Commission is not
exercising a power to force you to do something at this time?

DUFFY:

I understand, yes.

GRAINGER:

You do. And do you agree that I have informed that, pursuant to the
ICAC Act, it is a criminal offence to deliberately provide false or
misleading information to an officer of the Commission performing their
function under the Act? Any information you provide me needs to be
true and correct to the best of your knowledge and belief. Do you
understand that?

DUFFY:

I understand, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. And Shaun, do you agree that I have advised you that both Tim
and I are Commission officers?
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DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And the conduct, for your information, of this interview, is one of our
functions under the Act?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Now, I've al- do you agree I've also advised you that the interview and
the contents of it form part of the Commission's evidentiary holdings, and
may be later used in a hearing conducted by the Commission, or a further to the Commission's investigation, or even a criminal prosecution
that comes from the Commission's investigation.

DUFFY:

I understand.

GRAINGER:

Do you understand all that?

DUFFY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So you're fully aware of the scope of the Commission's investigation, this
is it. Okay?

DUFFY:

Yep.

GRAINGER;

The ICAC is conducting an investigation that since 2012,
Mr Daryl Maguire, the former member for Wagga Wagga, engaged in
conduct that involved the breach of public trust by using his public
office, involving his duties as a member of the New South Wales
Parliament and the use of parliamentary resources to improperly gain a
benefit for himself and a company known as G8way International and
any associated persons. You understand that?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Other than the recording that's taking place now, is there any, any other
independent recorder being used in the room at this point in time?

DUFFY:

No.

GRAINGER:

Shaun, can I ask for your current position in this company?

DUFFY:

I'm managing director.

GRAINGER:

And what's the company called?

DUFFY:

The company is called Great Southern Electrical.

GRAINGER:

Was it formerly known by another name?

DUFFY:

No.

GRAINGER:

Is there a company, D&M Electrical?

DUFFY:

Yes. There is a company D&M Electrical, yes.

GRAINGER:

Is that separate to this one, is it?
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DUFFY:

It's owned by this company. And used to be owned by my wife and I.
But, yeah. It used to be owned by, yeah. It used to be owned by my wife
and I, and previous to that, it was owned by parents. So, it was the
original company, yeah.

GRAINGER:

A company. So, it - is Great Southern Electrical the current company
you're the managing director of?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Owns D&M Electrical?

DUFFY:

It owns D&M Electrical. It also owns TFL Design. Yeah. Yeah, two
companies.

GRAINGER:

So, is Great Southern Electrical a listed company?

DUFFY:

No, it's not.

GRAINGER:

And you're the managing director.

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Who are the other directors of the company?

DUFFY:

There's one other director, Gary Smith.

GRAINGER:

And are shares apportioned in that directorship? You own a certain
number of shares, and -

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- Gary owns a certain number of shares?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

DUFFY:

So, there, there are other shareholders as well, but no other directors.

GRAINGER:

No other directors. So, I don't need to know the shareholders. Is, is
either - Mr Maguire a shareholder in the company?

DUFFY:

No.

GRAINGER:

No. Okay. How long has this company, Great Southern Electrical, been
in existence for?

DUFFY:

Since 2005.

GRAINGER:

So, there have been D&M Electrical and this company - been trading
concurrently?

DUFFY:

Yeah, correct. D&M Electrical started trading in 1976. It was my father
and his business partner. Now, they ran an electrical contracting
company for, for years. And then in 1995, the State Government decided
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to make network, or building networks, contestable, i.e. it was privatised,
it could go out to private contractors. So, we - as D&M Electrical, we
started doing that work amongst other work at that time. And then by
2005, we'd realised that that type of work was a lot bigger than our
traditional contracting work. So we started Great Southern Electrical.
Yeah.
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GRAINGER:

So, D&M - is it fair to say D&M Electrical is the smaller of the
operations?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And it does more domestic type work?

DUFFY:

It does more, oh, well, domestic commercial, yeah. It does main, mainly
maintenance work.

GRAINGER:

And you - who controls the day-to-day operation of D&M?

DUFFY:

There's a number of people. There's no one controller there at the
moment. That's the issue. I've got a manager coming back from the
coast in March next year to, to take over the management of, of
D&M Electrical, yeah.

GRAINGER:

And so, ultimately, whoever manages that company, they answer to you?

DUFFY:

Yes. And it was only in 20 - at the end of 2015 or two thousand - the
start of 2016 that I came across to this business. So prior to that, I was
with D&M. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, who was in your position prior to you coming in this company?

DUFFY:

My, my father.

GRAINGER:

Your father?

DUFFY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, it's, it's a company, basically a family business.

DUFFY:

It's basically a family business. But this - I mean, this company is a
bigger company, and it's a - it's, it's either got the potential to go public or
be bought out. And that's the aim, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Now, what exactly does - from a D&M - I'll deal with both of them
individually, it's probably easier to do. So, D&M, does it operate solely
in the Riverina area?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And Great Southern, does it operate in a larger area?

DUFFY:

Yes. It basically covers the southern end of New South Wales.

GRAINGER:

All the way to the Victoria border?
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DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And how far west?

DUFFY:

Broken Hill.

GRAINGER:

So, you've got a significant portion of the state?

DUFFY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Do you do business with China?

DUFFY:

I used to.

GRAINGER:

And what did you used to do with China? Just in broad terms.

DUFFY:

Look, I went across to China with Daryl -

GRAINGER:

Before we get to that part of it, just in broad terms, what did you do with
China?

DUFFY:

With China, we imported one wind turbine. Which ended up being a
disaster for us. And we were importing LED tubes for, like, the - LED
tubes to retrofit fluorescent tubes. Which did work for a while, until they
changed the components on us and of course, in Australia, you can't sell,
you can't sell them unless you've got Department of Fair Trading
sign-off, which means they have to know what's going into them. And
our friends in China decided to change the components without telling
us. So, that, that ended that. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, you, your, your business relationship was to import items from China
for use in your business?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Was that D&M?

DUFFY:

D&M, yeah. It had nothing to do with Great Southern.

GRAINGER:

Great Southern. Okay. So, simpl- it was simply a, a, a method by which
you could import goods to service your business.

DUFFY:

Yes. Yes.

GRAINGER:

Alright. And you've m- we've mentioned Daryl Maguire. Do you know
Daryl?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And how would you describe your relationship with Daryl?

DUFFY:

Currently or before?

GRAINGER:

Well, let's deal with before and work forward.
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DUFFY:

Oh, well, I thought Daryl was a pretty good guy, pretty good friend
before, yeah. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And so, we're talking in what time period?

DUFFY:

From about, well, I can't remember when it was. I had an invitation to
Parliament House to a function for Daryl. Now, it was back when
Barry O'Farrell was Premier. So it was a little while ago. And, sorry,
what was the question again?

GRAINGER:

You, you, you've, your answer to the question in relation to Mr Maguire,
you said, "Now or then", basically. So, we're dealing with the, "Then",
part of it, at this point in time.

DUFFY:

Yep. Right. Yeah, well, I thought he was quite a friendly guy. He was
good for the community. He was good for, for the electorate. He was
good for Wagga. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Was he a personal friend?

DUFFY:

He was. Oh, yes and no. I mean, we went to his place, and he came to
our place once. But he wasn't, like, a, a, a good friend. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

I understand you, you either were or are still a member of the local
Liberal Party branch?

DUFFY:

I was a member.

GRAINGER:

You no longer are?

DUFFY:

No.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And when did that end?

DUFFY:

When he - when all this came out.

GRAINGER:

Going back to - and you said -

DUFFY:

Well, actually, I shouldn't say that. I probably am still a member. But
I'm not, you know, I'm not -

GRAINGER:

Not a financial member.

DUFFY:

Well, yes, I am, because I did actually renew after he finished. But then I
thought to myself, I'm, I'm done. I'm - this is a dirty business.

GRAINGER:

Your relationship, from what you've said - and please correct me if I'm
wrong - has changed with Mr Maguire since Mr Maguire appeared in the
Commission. Is that the case?

DUFFY:

Well, I haven't seen Mr Maguire since he appeared in the Commission.

GRAINGER:

But is that what changed the relationship between you two?

DUFFY:

Yes.
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GRAINGER:

So, up until Mr Maguire came to the Commission in July, August this
year, I think it was?

DUFFY:

Well, it was July, because I - we'd just come back from Adelaide, and
there was a message on our phone from the National Party saying, "Vote
one National for the State Election." I'm going, "What the hell is going
on?" So then we Google'd it and it all came out.

GRAINGER:

All right. So, up until that point in time, you recall you were with
Mr Maguire?

DUFFY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And you socialised occasionally with him?

DUFFY:

Yeah. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And you've indicated you visited his house on a couple of occasions?

DUFFY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Now, do you know a person, the name of Phil Elliott?

DUFFY:

Yes, I do.

GRAINGER:

How do you know Phil?

DUFFY:

Well, I was introduced to Phil as Daryl Maguire's campaign manager,
basically.

GRAINGER:

And has the, sort of, the relationship gone on from there? And how
would you describe your relationship with Phil?

DUFFY:

Well, I don't - like, as I said, I, I don't - I think I met Phil once at Daryl's
place, and I've seen Phil at a few Liberal Party meetings, but that's, that's
about all.

GRAINGER:

So, no, no socialising or -

DUFFY:

Not, no. I wouldn't say, no.

GRAINGER:

Yep. Going to Phil's place for a beer, that type of thing.

DUFFY:

No. I went to his, I went to his partner's place, but they don't live there
anymore, and disconnected a, a spa so Daryl could take it away. But
that's, that's it.

GRAINGER:

With - so, you've thrown me now, saying that.
thoughts again now.

DUFFY:

Sorry.

GRAINGER:

That's alright.

DUFFY:

It's been really a bad picture.
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GRAINGER:

Now, the company, G8way International, do you know of that company?

DUFFY:

Look, I, I didn't when I saw your email. I didn't remember it. But then I
did - I spoke to somebody else and they said, "Yeah, he mentioned
G8way International when were in Shenyang." Because there was a, a
shop front there that they were going to try and stop with local produce.
And they were talking about G8way International then.

GRAINGER:

Okay, well, I'll come back to that, that trip, and we can go through that
then, okay?

DUFFY:

Yep, yep.

GRAINGER:

Now, and a person by the name of - have, have you ever done business
with G8way yourself?

DUFFY:

No.

GRAINGER:

No? Or with Phil, no?

DUFFY:

No.

GRAINGER:

Other than removing his spa.

DUFFY:

Yeah. Removing his spa, yeah. That's a good picture for you.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. Do you know -

DUFFY:

But there was no one in it at that time.

FOX:

That was my next question.

GRAINGER:

Do you, do you know, do you know a person by the name of
Maggie Wang?

DUFFY:

Yes, I do.

GRAINGER:

And how do you know Maggie?

DUFFY:

Maggie was in -

GRAINGER:

Just, just, just briefly, is it introduced by someone, or -

DUFFY:

Maggie was introduced to me by, by Daryl.

GRAINGER:

All right. We'll come back to that component of this afterwards. All
right. So, your trip to China. We'll deal with that now. Have you been
to China more than once?

DUFFY:

I think I've been three times.

GRAINGER:

And, and were they, on each occasion, with Daryl?

DUFFY:

The first one was with Daryl, and that was -

GRAINGER:

Just tell us about the first trip.
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DUFFY:

Righto. Well, the first one was an official - I, I don't know whether it
was official or he was just taking a smoke with the coughs, but it was a
trip with Daryl and a number of other people. And we went to Beijing
for a couple of days. And then we caught the train to Shenyang. And we
were there for a little while. Then a mate of mine and I then flew home,
and they stayed there.

GRAINGER:

Pardon me. So, when was this, roughly?

DUFFY:

It was roughly 2012, maybe?

GRAINGER:

And who went on that trip with you?

DUFFY:

There was Daryl, James Maguire, his son.
Myself.
A guy,
Richard Allsopp. Who else was there? Oh, he was in the Council.
Alan Brown.

GRAINGER:

And what was the purpose of the trip? What, why were you going?

DUFFY:

I was just going to look at opportunity, o- basically, over there. Oh, not
even really at that stage. It was just another, I suppose, just to go and
have a look to see what it was like.

GRAINGER:

So, how, how did you know that the trip was going ahead, or going on?

DUFFY:

Richard, Richard told me.

GRAINGER:

Richard Allsopp?

DUFFY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And, and who's Richard, sorry? I don't know, so -

DUFFY:

Oh, he's just a friend of mine.

GRAINGER:

He's a business owner here in Wagga, or -

DUFFY:

He's a business owner, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Which business is it?

DUFFY:

Oh, well, he used to be a business owner. He owned Rundell's Auctions.

GRAINGER:

Rundell's Auctions?

DUFFY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And he went on the trip with you?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And what did you do over there?

DUFFY:

Basically met up with politicians.
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GRAINGER:

Was - did Daryl go as - sorry, so, I'll rephrase that. Did - during the trip,
did Daryl portray himself as a member of Parliament?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And how did he do that?

DUFFY:

What I, I don't know the words he used, but there was a lot of official
functions where he would sit up and have a cup of tea, and they'd take a
photo and, and talk, like, say Australia is a wonderful friend of China's,
and China is a wonderful friend of Australia's, and blah, blah, blah.
Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, did you see Mr Maguire hand out business cards or anything like that,
at all?

DUFFY:

I can't say so.

GRAINGER:

Did you see any printed material there that - like, video screens or
nametags that said Daryl Maguire MP or the - something like that?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

You did?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And would you recall where that was?

DUFFY:

Oh. I think, I think it was in Shenyang.

GRAINGER:

So, I'll just deal with the trip as it evolved. You flew from Sydney to
where?

DUFFY:

Oh, my God. That was a disaster. I flew from Sydney to Beijing via
Hong Kong. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And what was the disaster?

DUFFY:

Oh, the tr- plane was late and I didn't get to Beijing 'til 3 in the morning.

GRAINGER:

Did you go on the flight with Mr Maguire?

DUFFY:

No, I went on a delayed flight. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Was that of your own choice, or was it -

DUFFY:

Yeah, it was on my own choice, yeah.

GRAINGER:

So you went after them, did you?

DUFFY:

Oh, it was on the same day. It was just a different - or, he might've gone
a few days before me, I'm not sure. But it was just a different flight.

GRAINGER:

So, you arrived in Beijing at some ridiculous hour in the morning?
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DUFFY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And what happened then?

DUFFY:

And then, try - I had to find my way to the, to the hotel. But actually, it
was Humphrey - do you know Humphrey?

GRAINGER:

Tell us about - I'll get to Humphrey, but go ahead, yep.

DUFFY:

Well, Humphrey and Lydia were in another car. And they - I rang them,
and they, they gave the driver directions. It was, like, two hours or
something. It was a long way.

GRAINGER:

So, the - I'm talking about - when you're talking Humphrey, it was you
and Lydia Zhang?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And how did you know them?

DUFFY:

Through Daryl.

GRAINGER:

And in what context did you know them? Through what?

DUFFY:

Oh, well, they were just introduced as friends of Daryl's. That's the -

GRAINGER:

Here in Australia or in China?

DUFFY:

No, I met them first in China. Yes. 'Cause I remember, we didn't meet
them in - oh, no, Humphrey might have been in Beijing, I can't
remember. Yeah, he was. Because he caught the train, I think, from
Beijing up to Shenyang.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, all right. So, you've gotten onto the plane in, in Beijing early in
the morning. And you said you rang them because they were -

DUFFY:

Well, they must, they must - no. I'm not - Humphrey was there. I'm not
sure about Lydia.

GRAINGER:

So, Humphrey, we think, came and picked you up at the airport? Is that -

DUFFY:

No, no, he didn't pick me up from the airport. I had to get a cab. But
they rang the cab dri- I rang them and then handed my phone to the cab
driver, and then the cab driver got directions about where I was going.

GRAINGER:

All right. So, for you to ring Humphrey -

DUFFY:

I must have had his number.

GRAINGER:

Known him beforehand of some -

DUFFY:

No, I think - I didn't, I don't think I knew him beforehand. Daryl gave
me his number.

GRAINGER:

Okay.
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DUFFY:

Yeah. I had never met him before that. I - hang on. No, I didn't.
Because I didn't know any of this. I didn't know anything about, about
China or Daryl or anything else prior to this trip to, to China.

GRAINGER:

So, you were on your first trip to China?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And I assume you don't speak Chinese?

DUFFY:

Not really well.

GRAINGER:

Mandarin or Cantonese, one of the two languages, anyway.

DUFFY:

Not really, not really, no.

GRAINGER:

You rung Humphrey, and what did Humphrey do? He assisted you, he
talk, spoke to the cab driver -

DUFFY:

Yeah. He spoke to the cab driver, he got me to the airport. He got me to
the hotel.

GRAINGER:

Hotel. Yeah. And was Daryl staying at the same hotel?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So, after you've had a sl- a sleep, and you've woken up the next morning
-

DUFFY:

Wo- yeah, some idiot rang me at 8 o'clock in the morning and said,
"Come for a swim."

GRAINGER:

Which idiot was that, sorry?

DUFFY:

Richard.

GRAINGER:

Richard, okay, rang you early in the morning. From that day onwards,
just tell us what you did with - and if it was with Daryl.

DUFFY:

It was all with Daryl.

GRAINGER:

So where did you go?

DUFFY:

I know we were on a bus the whole time. And we just, we visited
different places. They said, "Well, where do you want to, where do you
want to go, where do you want to visit?" And I said, "Well, I'd like to go
and see electrical things." So they took me to a couple of electrical
switchboard manufacturers, transformers. Yeah, for a couple of d- a
couple of days in Beijing.

GRAINGER:

So, you, you've gone to places that have interested you.

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Did Richard also have places he wanted to visit?
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DUFFY:

Yeah, he did. We went to a wet market, to a meat market, and -

GRAINGER:

And not your cup of tea?

DUFFY:

No. Not, not my cup of tea, no.

GRAINGER:

Was - other than you and Richard, who else was there at the time? Daryl
was there?

DUFFY:

Daryl was there, Jones was there, and Alan Brown was there.

GRAINGER:

Alan Brown was there.

DUFFY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And who was doing the touring and leading at Beijing?

DUFFY:

Daryl. Well, no, I suppose Lydia - no, well, Lydia wasn't there. So, it
would've been Daryl and Humphrey.

GRAINGER:

And Humphrey. So, well, how did you get around, minibus or something
like that?

DUFFY:

Yeah, bus, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Bus?

DUFFY:

Yeah. No. That wasn't in Beijing. The bus was in Shenyang. I can't
even remember what - hang on. I don't think we did any sight - any
business vent- visits or anything in Beijing. I mean, I remember we went
to the Forbidden City. We went to the place where they had the
Olympics, I can't remember it, but a big circle thing. It was more
sight-seeing in Beijing.

GRAINGER:

Than anything else.

DUFFY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

You then went - did you meet, you said in - when we started this
conversation that the, the trip was a lot about meeting politicians. Did
you meet any in Beijing?

DUFFY:

I don't think so, no. Not that I remember.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall meeting a person the name of Du Wei?

DUFFY:

Yes, I do.

GRAINGER:

And where do you recall - tell me about that.

DUFFY:

He was in Beijing. He was. And went in this building called the
Gold Coin Building. And that's where we met him. And I remember
thinking to myself, how dodgy are these buildings? Like, this building
was only five years old and it was falling down.

GRAINGER:

Did you go into the building?
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DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And Humphrey was with you at that same time?

DUFFY:

Yes, he was. Yes.

GRAINGER:

And why, why did you go to the Coin Building? What was the purpose
of that, do you remember?

DUFFY:

Yeah, because they were going to lease it for some purpose.

GRAINGER:

Who were?

DUFFY:

Daryl? Wanted to lease it to set up an office in Beijing. And that might
have something to do with G8way International. G8way International but I can't - that might be what it is. G8way International were going to
lease that building.

GRAINGER:

The whole building?

DUFFY:

No. Just one floor, I think.

GRAINGER:

A floor. Do you remember what the floor was?

DUFFY:

No, I don't, I'm sorry.

GRAINGER:

And do you remember -

DUFFY:

I remember the ceiling was falling down, but I don't remember the floor.

GRAINGER:

You went in the building?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Did you go all the way to the top?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And did you look at the top floors?

DUFFY:

Yes. Yeah. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall if they were the floors that were going to be leased?

DUFFY:

I'm pretty sure. Because that was the only floors we looked at.

GRAINGER:

And you made a view that the, the building wasn't particularly
constructed?

DUFFY:

No.

GRAINGER:

And, and there was, what, ceilings that, that were coming down -

DUFFY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- and what else?
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DUFFY:

Oh, just paint flaking off, ceilings coming down. There was exposed
wiring. Like, it was pretty - but that's China -

GRAINGER:

Not built to code, is that what you're saying?

DUFFY:

No, not built to a code, no.

GRAINGER:

So, after Beijing - and Du Wei went with you on that - what did you
understand - who did you understand Du Wei to be?

DUFFY:

Du Wei was a relative of someone's, I thought. He was just a guy from
Turramurra, I thought. And he was related to somebody. I can't, sorry -

FOX:

What was his link to Maguire?

DUFFY:

What was his link to Maguire? Good question. Du Wei, Du Wei.
Because I also met Du Wei, Du Wei came out here. Yeah. Look, I'm,
I'm sorry, I can't -

GRAINGER:

Okay, that's fine.

DUFFY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, after you left Beijing, where did you go after that?

DUFFY:

We caught a train from, from Beijing to Shenyang.

GRAINGER:

Shenyang?

DUFFY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And what did you do there?

DUFFY:

Well, that's where we more, more did the industry visits and went out to
dinner with - we thought, politicians. I mean, we really had no idea.
Because we only - didn't speak the language. But they looked pretty
important to me.

GRAINGER:

So, when you get to - went, went to Shenyang, who - did, did Humphrey
lead the group again, or was it someone else?

DUFFY:

No. It was Humphrey and Lydia.

GRAINGER:

At that stage?

DUFFY:

Yeah. Because I remember we got to the train station, and one of their
staff picked us up, and they had a restaurant in Shenyang upstairs of the
building. And then downstairs, they were going to have a shop front with
Australian produce in it.

GRAINGER:

So, this is a, a proposal they had? Or was it something that was already
in existence?

DUFFY:

No, it was a proposal. I mean, it was an empty room. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And you said they, then. Who, who are they?
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DUFFY:

Well, Humphrey and Lydia. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, the top floor was to be a restaurant?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And -

DUFFY:

Well, they were already serving - and that was the thing I couldn't work
out over there. Like, everything was private. You were always in private
rooms, and it wasn't like it was a restaurant open to the public.

GRAINGER:

Had you eaten at the restaurant upstairs?

DUFFY:

Oh, a couple of times, yeah. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Just in a private room?

DUFFY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Was that where you met some of these people who possibly could have
been politicians?

DUFFY:

Yeah. I could've brought photos for you.

GRAINGER:

Did you take any photos?

DUFFY:

Yeah, I did.

GRAINGER:

Well, we'll get to that afterwards. And downstairs was a proposal. Who
had the proposal to run this shop downstairs? Is it -

DUFFY:

Well, I'm pretty sure it was, it was Humphrey and Lydia and Daryl.
Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And what, what, what were you told about that?

DUFFY:

That they were talking to people about bringing produce acr- they were
talking to people around the Riverina about bringing produce to promote
the Riverina in Shenyang. Which I thought was a bit odd, because, like,
what would they know about the Riverina, and why would they care?
And who, who knows if they're going to like vegemite? I mean -

GRAINGER:

A reasonable point. So, you went to the place, you wanted to look at the
electrical things. Richard also went to - you all went as a group, but you
-

DUFFY:

Oh, yeah, we did. We all were dragged along to look at what everyone
else wanted to look at, yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, what did Daryl want to look at?

DUFFY:

Look, I can't remember what Daryl wanted to look at, particularly.

GRAINGER:

Do you remember going to a, a large trade market at all? Which is like a,
a conglomeration of individual wholesalers?
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DUFFY:

Not in Shenyang, no. That was, that was the one he always used to talk
in Guangzhou, I think. I never went there.

GRAINGER:

So, after Shenyang, where did you go after that?

DUFFY:

We came home.

GRAINGER:

Home?

DUFFY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

You flew to Hong Kong and then out? Or -

DUFFY:

Actually, we flew to - Richard and I flew back to Shanghai and then flew
out of there. I can't remember why.

GRAINGER:

So, what was - you indicated your initial purpose of the trip was
curiosity, in some ways.

DUFFY:

Yeah. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And the possibility of some - finding something there to use, but -

DUFFY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- did you -

DUFFY:

Not really knowing what -

GRAINGER:

Yeah. Did you?

DUFFY:

Oh. I thought I did with the LED tubes. But everything else was just too
hard. Because as I said, there's no standards over there. I mean,
everything was cheap, but it was crap.

GRAINGER:

So, on, on that trip, did you initiate your -

DUFFY:

Actually, I went to - you're right. There was a huge market there in
Shenyang. And I went there, yes, you're right. It had everything.

GRAINGER:

Was it called the Wuai Market?

DUFFY:

Yes. Wuai. Yes.

GRAINGER:

As opposed to the other one that was proposed to you, that -

FOX:

That was Wuhai.

GRAINGER:

- Wuhai Market. The Wuai, Wuai -

DUFFY:

Yeah, Wuai. You're right. Yeah, he's actually right. Yep.

GRAINGER:

And on that trip, did you - is that where you purchased the - or arranged
for the shipment of the LED lights?

DUFFY:

No, no, no, no, no. That was in - that was a couple of visits later.
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GRAINGER:

Later.

DUFFY:

That was in Guangzhou.

GRAINGER:

So you came home at Shanghai -

DUFFY:

You wouldn't buy anything there. It was just crap.

GRAINGER:

When was the next time you went to, to China?

DUFFY:

I think it was pretty soon after. Like, in the next six months or
something. And that was - I went and, and Daryl went and Richard went.
But I don't think I ever saw Daryl there. Or maybe we did meet up in
Shenyang and then they went their separate ways and I went to Taizhou.
I can't remember.

GRAINGER:

And was, was the, the second trip that we're talking about now, was that
something that was organised by Daryl?

DUFFY:

It was. But it wasn't - it was far less formal.

GRAINGER:

And you didn't go - all go on the same flight, did you?

DUFFY:

No, I - again, I was on a flight by myself. I think Richard flew in from
Singapore and I don't know what Dar- what Daryl did.

GRAINGER:

And you c- recall meeting him in one place?

DUFFY:

Yeah. We met back in Shenyang, I thought.

GRAINGER:

And what did you do? Is it just, like, you met for a day, you were for a
couple of days with Daryl, or -

DUFFY:

God, you're testing my memory. I think it was a couple of days, I think.

GRAINGER:

But you're not certain. You, you're -

DUFFY:

No.

GRAINGER:

I can see you're struggling to sort of think of -

DUFFY:

Yeah. I remember the first trip, but I don't really, I know - actually, the
second trip, I met up with, I met up with Lydia, I think. That's - I think
so. There was one trip where I met up with Lydia. I didn't fly with her,
but I met her over there. And then there was another trip with a woman
called - a girl called Susan
. And that was the best trip, because,
yeah. She actually knew what she was doing and -

GRAINGER:

So, we'll just finalise the second trip you've been on. You've been to
Shenyang, and then you said you went off somewhere else after that. It
started with T, and you can't name -

DUFFY:

Taizhou.

GRAINGER:

Taizhou.
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DUFFY:

I think. No. Actually, we were there, because I remember Lydia being
there. Yeah. It might've been with, yeah, it might've been Taizhou.
Taizhou.

GRAINGER:

And -

FOX:

Do you know how you spell that, sorry?

DUFFY:

I think it's T, it's either T-H-I-A-Z-O - sorry, Z-H-O-U, I think.

FOX:

Yeah. Okay.

DUFFY:

They're all O, O-U's over there.

GRAINGER:

And what - why was Lydia involved in the second trip?

DUFFY:

Why? Oh, I don't know. She - I get the feeling she wanted me to do
something, but I could never work out what it was.

GRAINGER:

And she's, she and Humphrey are showing you around on two trips now.

DUFFY:

Well, Humphrey wasn't there. I don't - was Humphrey there?

GRAINGER:

The first trip, Humphrey was there.

DUFFY:

The first trip, Humphrey was there.

GRAINGER:

Second trip, we have Lydia there.

DUFFY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And what, what were they getting out of it.

DUFFY:

I don't know. That's the thing. I don't know. I think they were trying to
get something out of me, but I'm not sure what it was.

GRAINGER:

And you think it may have been some business arrangement with them?
Or -

DUFFY:

Yeah, yeah, definitely.

GRAINGER:

Purchasing something through them that you were after?

25

DUFFY:

Oh, no. Because she'd ring me up and say, "Oh, do you want to buy a
block of units in Blacktown?" I'd say, "No, I don't want to buy a block of
units in Banks, Blacktown." But she always seemed to me like she was
after something. She had delusions of grandeur. And I don't think she
was ever going to get there.

30

GRAINGER:

Well, what year was this roughly, do you remember?

DUFFY:

Well, I think it was the same. It's, it's in -

GRAINGER:

Same year?

DUFFY:

- 2012, 2013, something like that.
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GRAINGER:

We mentioned before the, the Wuai Markets are pro, proposed here for
Wagga. Was this around the same time?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And you are aware of, Lydia and Humphrey had an involvement in that
proposal?

DUFFY:

Yeah. Yeah, I did, probably.

GRAINGER:

So, what were -

DUFFY:

I mean, it was in the paper.

GRAINGER:

So, what was your understanding of that?

DUFFY:

That they were funding it. Or finding the finance for it.

GRAINGER:

So, it's something you learned from the media, or someone else told you
that?

DUFFY:

Oh, I think Daryl told me. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And what was Daryl's involvement?

DUFFY:

Well, he was obviously going to get a cut of it somehow.

GRAINGER:

So, I'm putting it - is that a, something you know, or something you've -

DUFFY:

No, well, it's just something I -

GRAINGER:

- you've, you've concluded?

DUFFY:

Concluded. I formed an opinion on it.

GRAINGER:

Was it -

DUFFY:

I don't know how Daryl was going to get anything out of it.

GRAINGER:

So, let's, let's - putting aside what's happened in the Commission
recently, at the time that this was going on, in the trade centre from
Wagga, did you have the same view that Daryl was going to get a cut?

DUFFY:

No, I didn't. No, and sorry. I know where you're going. Yeah, no, I
didn't. No. But I, I'd - look, I know Daryl was passionate about trying to
get pro - Australian produce to China and vice versa, trying to get - I, I
honestly think that he thought at the time it was going to be good for
Wagga, in terms of, in terms of brining people into Wagga. I think his he had good intentions. It was a big, massive project.

GRAINGER:

On one of your trips to China, did you look at importing scooters?

DUFFY:

No. But they took me to a scooter place. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And what was that about? Who took you there?

5

10

15

20

25

30

Volume 27

561

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

DUFFY:

Lydia. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And what, what sort of scooters were they?

DUFFY:

Oh, they were just motorised scooters. Like, like motor bikes. And they
- but they also took me to a car place as well. Like, they took me to a lot
of places. I'm thinking, why -

GRAINGER:

Was there some discussion between you and Mr Maguire about
importing scooters?

DUFFY:

He was going to import scooters. Yeah. I -

GRAINGER:

He was going to do it?

DUFFY:

- I wasn't doing that, no.

GRAINGER:

And was that a discussion you had with him?

DUFFY:

Oh, look. He would've told me in passing or - yeah. It was probably a
discussion we had. But there was also, like, did I just say? There was
also motor cars they were looking at trying to import as well.

GRAINGER:

Chinese vehicles into Australia?

DUFFY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And you said, "they". Who are they?

DUFFY:

Well, I'm pretty sure it was Daryl and Lydia. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And is that something you've formed a view about, or something you
were told?

DUFFY:

No. It would've been something I formed a view about. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Was there a discussion about importing tires?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So, what was that about?

DUFFY:

Oh, well, yeah. Importing Chinese tires. We had to go and see a tire
factory. You're right now. That's, that's what Daryl was looking at.
Yeah, you're right. We went to have a look at scooters and cars and tires
and, yeah. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And do you recall conversing both verbally and with email about - this is
to Maguire - about the importation of these things?

DUFFY:

I, I'd already received an email from a Chinese person. But I don't know
how they got my email address.

FOX:

Was that in relation to any of the subjects of imports and canvas? So,
scooters - you received emails in relation to imported scooters, tires,
cars?
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DUFFY:

No, I think I only got one email about, about tires. Yeah. But I do reyeah, I do remember going to a place and having a look at scooters and
whatever else I - yeah.

GRAINGER:

Do you remember someone by the name of Luyi, uh -

DUFFY:

Louie?

GRAINGER:

L-U-Y-I.

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

What do you recall about that person?

DUFFY:

He was Humphrey's cousin, supposedly. And he was in Taizhou.

GRAINGER:

I'm just going to show you an email. It's dated the 13th of September,
2011. It's from Commission Property reference E15-0078-049-0001. It's
an email chain from you to a person - to Luyi, L-U-Y-I. And you then
sent it off to Daryl Maguire after it appears to bounce back. So what I'm
trying to do is assist you with your recollection of the events here as well
-

DUFFY:

Somehow, with 2012, I always remember.

GRAINGER:

Have a look at that email.

DUFFY:

No, no, no, no, no. Different. This is a girl. Luyi. Yeah. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And, and so, what, what was - just explain the email to me, if you could,
please.

DUFFY:

Well, it's just, she, she worked for a European company. And she was she exported stuff from China into Europe. And she was just - I thought
she was a useful person to know, because she, she spoke fairly good
English. And she seemed to know what she was talking about. And she
was only fairly young.

GRAINGER:

So, did you do business with her?

DUFFY:

No.

GRAINGER:

No?

DUFFY:

No. No, I didn't.

FOX:

How were you introduced to her?

DUFFY:

It was funny, because Daryl reckons he met her on the street. She was
selling stuff on the street.

FOX:

So, that email, where in the timeline - where's, is that be- before you
went to China with Daryl or after you -

DUFFY:

No, that's after I went to China.
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FOX:

So, after you've been to China. So, we're now pushing the, these trips
back to 2011?

DUFFY:

Yeah. It'd be 2011, yeah.

FOX:

Right.

DUFFY:

Yeah.

FOX:

Right. So, that was a contact that Daryl provided you, to get the
circumstances of Daryl's alleged interaction with her. But he put you in
contact with that person.

DUFFY:

Well, she was - 'cause we were staying in this hotel at Shenyang. And
she was apparently selling stuff out on the street. But I, I didn't go. It
was eith- it was Daryl and somebody else were looking for stuff on the
street. Stores and stuff. And Daryl came back and said, "Oh, we met this
girl, Luyi." And he said, "She - I think she'll be a really good contact."
And so, that was jus the context of that. And then another time, she
picked me up from the airport at Shenyang and took me to the hotel.
Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Which trip was that?

DUFFY:

Oh my God. That was the one where I flew into Pudong, stayed the night
and then flew to Shenyang, I think. Which, I don't know whether that's
the second trip, probably.

GRAINGER:

So, the first trip, you went with Daryl.

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

The second trip, you met Daryl at some point in time.

DUFFY:

I don't - well, I don't even know that. I know Daryl was in China at the
time.

GRAINGER:

Time, yep.

DUFFY:

But I don't know that we actually met.

GRAINGER:

The third trip?

DUFFY:

The third trip was with Susan

GRAINGER:

Susan

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So, how did you meet Susan

DUFFY:

Well, Susan
is a, is a girl who - I believe she went to university
here. I believe she did. But she's in accountancy. And she was
introduced to me -
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GRAINGER:

Oh, so, we, we're starting on the immigration now, are we? Is it - that
what this is diverging into?

DUFFY:

Oh, yes and no.

GRAINGER:

Well, tell the story, and we'll - so, she was introduced to you by -

DUFFY:

She was introduced to me by Lydia. And her father lived in Taizhou.
And I remember that it must've been the second trip, Lydia and I ended
up in Taizhou. And Lydia introduced me to her father. And then when
we came back to, back to Australia, I was in - I think I was introduced to
Susan then. But Susan actually works for an accountancy firm in Wagga.

GRAINGER:

So, Susan is a Chinese national?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Or was?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And you met her - Lydia introduced you to her - back here?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

When you met Lydia's father in Taizhou, was he a party official or a
government official of some sort?

DUFFY:

No, he was just, he was a businessman.

GRAINGER:

And what sort of business did he run?

DUFFY:

Oh, I think it - a mechanical business. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, when, when you came back to Australia, Lydia introduced you to
Susan?

DUFFY:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

And what was the basis of that introduction?

DUFFY:

Oh, well, that was the whole immigration thing. I -

GRAINGER:

I'll, I'll come to that again. I just want to bottom out these trips to China
and who was where on what trip. And then we'll come back to the
immigration thing.

DUFFY:

Yeah. Yep. Yep.

GRAINGER:

So, we have the third trip, which we've just spoken about now.

DUFFY:

Yeah. Well, the third trip is when Susan and I went across to China.

GRAINGER:

And Daryl did not go on that trip?

DUFFY:

No. No.
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GRAINGER:

And was it -

DUFFY:

Daryl didn't go. No.

GRAINGER:

Was there a fourth trip?

DUFFY:

No, I think that was it.

GRAINGER:

The last one?

DUFFY:

I think so. I think it's only about three times.

GRAINGER:

So, on which trip did you purchase the LED tubes and the other items
you indicated before?

DUFFY:

The last trip, I believe.

GRAINGER:

That Susan was on?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Did Lydia accompany you all around that trip as well?

DUFFY:

She dropped me off - there was another strange couple. And they drove
me - oh, I think they were in Taizhou, and they were a cou- they were
strange. Because they also had a building which, downstairs, had, like,
crystal figurines in it. Then upstairs was, like, their, their private
smoking, conversing room. It was really strange. But anyway. They
ended up driving me to the airport. And - Hang- Hangzhou, I think.
Hangzhou Airport. Yeah. Can't -

GRAINGER:

And they were friends of Lydia's, were they? Or -

DUFFY:

Yeah, they were friends of Lydia's, yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, that's the three trips. The, the items you purchased from the la- the from the last trip -

DUFFY:

Yeah, well, the last trip was when I was introduced to, to the lighting
people. And that's, yeah, when we decided to start doing business with
them.

GRAINGER:

Did you ever meet a person, name of Gordon Tse, over there?

DUFFY:

No, but I know, I've met Gordon Tse here.

GRAINGER:

Have you?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER

And when - where have you met Gordon here?

DUFFY:

I've seen him at the races. And when there was an argument between
Lydia and I, Gordon got involved with that.

GRAINGER:

So, what was the, the argument with Lydia - Lyd- Lydia about?
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DUFFY:

The whole immigration thing.

GRAINGER:

Okay, so we'll, we'll come to that next. All right. So, you've indicated
that you came back to Australia after the second trip and you were
introduced to, to Susan -

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- by Lydia. Where was that introduction?

DUFFY:

Oh, I'm not sure. It could've been in the Chinese restaurant. I'm not sure.

FOX:

It was in Wagga?

DUFFY:

It was in Wagga, yes.

GRAINGER:

So, Lydia had come here and then - and Susan was already here?

DUFFY:

I believe so, yes.

GRAINGER:

And how was Susan introduced to you?

DUFFY:

Susan was introduced me to as - I can't remember her father's name, but as her - his daughter. And the fact that she was a student and she wanted,
she wanted some work. So then I did - thought, well, that's a good fit,
because we want someone who can speak Chinese to deal with Chinese
people, we already know her father over there, I think we can make this
work.

GRAINGER:

So, she was whose daughter? Lydia's father's daughter? Or -

DUFFY:

No, no. Not Lydia's father's daughter. We met Susan's father in Taizhou.
He was the guy who owned the mechanics business.

GRAINGER:

Okay, yep.

DUFFY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, Susan's father was in Taizhou.

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Not Lydia's father was in Taizhou.

DUFFY:

No, Ly- I've never met Lydia's father, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Why did you go and meet this person in Taizhou to start with?

DUFFY:

Because there was an LED lighting place down there that I had worked
out was pretty good. So that's why I wanted to go to Taizhou.

GRAINGER:

And -

DUFFY:

And it must be a coincidence that she knew people there. I don’t, I don't
know, to be honest.
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GRAINGER:

So, let's -

DUFFY:

Unless she found - she might have found the lighting place. I'm not sure.
But she may have found the lighting place.

GRAINGER:

So, there was - from your recollection, there was no plan to meet Susan's
father until you got to Taizhou?

DUFFY:

Not as a far as I was aware, no.

GRAINGER:

You're, you're - you were going to this LED lighting manufacturer or
wholesaler, and you were diverted to meet Susan's father? Or was it part
of the process in the LED?

DUFFY:

Well, no, it was nothing to do with the LEDs. I was diverted. I think it
was all fabricated.

GRAINGER:

Did you end up going to the LED -

DUFFY:

Yeah, yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

- LED place?

DUFFY:

Yeah. Oh, we did. And we ended up purchasing LEDs from them.

GRAINGER:

From them. So, when you met Susan's father, was there discussions
about Susan needing employment then?

DUFFY:

Not that I recall, no.

GRAINGER:

What did you think this was - you've been taken to this random person -

DUFFY:

Yeah, so did I. I mean, the whole China thing is random. It's all very going over there is very strange.

GRAINGER:

And, and how was he -

DUFFY:

Well, the other thing was that Humphrey's cousin was a mate of his. And
I think that was a reason, I, I think, we were told we were gunna be there.

FOX:

This old thing. Yeah, all right, thank you. Excuse me. Just going to leave
the room.

GRAINGER:

Yep. Tim FOX is leaving the room, and now is 5.08pm. Just,
Humphrey's - just explain it to me again, I'm sorry. I'm a bit - I'm trying -

DUFFY:

Humphrey's cousin, who was also called Louie, lived in Taizhou.

GRAINGER:

And you think was a friend of Susan's father?

DUFFY:

Yeah, was a friend of Susan's father, yeah.

GRAINGER:

You, you know that?

DUFFY:

Yeah, well, they hung out together, yeah. Yeah.
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GRAINGER:

With - you've come back to Australia and there's been an introduction
somewhere between Lydia and Susan. So, tell us about the introduction
and what, what happened. And you said you, you were looking for
someone - were you actually for an employee at that point in time?

DUFFY:

No.

GRAINGER:

No?

DUFFY:

No. No. But then it was all too convenient that this person popped up,
and we just thought of her as someone that we, we could use.

GRAINGER:

So, just, just tell me how it all came about.

DUFFY:

Well, I'm trying to think where we met her. Susan. I think Lydia
brought her in, actually, to work.

GRAINGER:

Are you certain it was Lydia who did that, and it wasn't Maggie?

DUFFY:

No, it wasn't Maggie.

GRAINGER:

It wasn't Maggie?

DUFFY:

No, it was Lydia.

GRAINGER:

Lydia.

DUFFY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

You think they may have come here? Or to, to D&M?

DUFFY:

No, to D&M, yeah. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And you've indicated you weren't looking for an employee.

DUFFY:

No.

GRAINGER:

No? So, what happened?

DUFFY:

Well, I th- again, I can't remember, but I can only think that Lydia could
see the opportunity that we could use someone like Susan to help us with
our dealings in China. 'Cause we, we were trying to deal in China. And
then the, the, the - there was another - they had another, another motive
for her, I presume.

GRAINGER:

We'll get - we'll deal with the factual issues and then we'll -

DUFFY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- we'll go through. So, you've had the meeting. And how was Susan
presented to you? As, as what?

DUFFY:

Just as a graduate accountant.

GRAINGER:

Did you need an accountant?
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DUFFY:

No, not particularly, because we already had a financial person.

GRAINGER:

So, what I'm trying to elicit from you is, is what the conversation, in
broad terms, what it - so, you've met this, this girl's father in, in Taizhou.
You've come back. You've been contacted by Lydia to meet Susan. And
what explanation was given at that point in time? What - in your -

DUFFY:

Yeah, I -

GRAINGER:

I, I, I only say, if it was me, I'd say, "Well, who's Susan and what's it
about?" Did you make those sort of inquiries?

DUFFY:

Well, yeah, it would've been, "Who's Susan and what's it about?" But I
think she was a fairly good fabricator.

GRAINGER:

Lydia was, you're talking about?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So, just, just run me through, just tell me everything that happened. So,
you've, you - from this - you have this meeting. So, tell me the story.

DUFFY:

Well, I can't, I can't remember, actually, when I met Susan, to be honest.
I'm trying to rack my brain to think. But I'm pretty sure she was
introduced in our office.

GRAINGER:

What happened next?

DUFFY:

Well, it was, "Can you - you could use this girl's expertise as being a
Chinese national. She'd be cheap. It's a win-win situation." So, yeah,
we engaged her.

GRAINGER:

So, part of that process, were you asked to provide documentation?

DUFFY:

I don't think so.

GRAINGER:

Were you offered any incentive to employ her?

DUFFY:

No.

GRAINGER:

Did she come and work for your company?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Actually physically work in the location for your company?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER;

And how - was that a normal work week, or what was it?

DUFFY:

Yeah, it was a normal work week. She - but it could only go on for so
long, because again, we didn't, we didn’t really need her.

GRAINGER;

So, what was in it for you?
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DUFFY:

Yeah, good question. Good question. I mean, Lydia said that they would
pay her wages.

GRAINGER:

As part of the introduction process - and I'm assuming this is when - and
correct me if I'm wrong here, please, I don't want to put words in your
mouth, I'm trying to understand what you're telling me. I'm sort of
sensing that you're getting a bit nervous about what we're talking about,
this, this all, as well. So, they've come to see you with a proposal to
employ - so, Lydia has come to you, to see you, with a proposal to
employ Susan. And in that conversation, was it discussed then that they
would pay her wages?

DUFFY:

Oh, I'm pretty sure, yes.

GRAINGER:

So, it was you in this conversation?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And whom else?

DUFFY:

Just me.

GRAINGER:

Just you? And Lydia and Susan.

DUFFY:

Yes. Well, Susan may not have even been there, no.

GRAINGER;

You can't remember?

DUFFY:

No.

GRAINGER:

So, we need to be pretty accurate here -

DUFFY:

Well -

GRAINGER:

- about who was here and who wasn't, best of our recollection.

DUFFY:

Yeah, but I, I can't remember that, to be honest.

GRAINGER:

You recall speaking to Lydia about it, though. Is that correct?

DUFFY:

I don't recall speaking to Lydia, but I must have spoken to Lydia about it,
yes.

GRAINGER:

So, you don't remember the conversation with Lydia.

DUFFY:

No.

GRAINGER:

But you're deducing you must have spoken to her about it.

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And as part of that conversation, was there an offer, as you said before,
for someone else to pay Susan's wages?

DUFFY:

I think so, yes.
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GRAINGER:

Was there any other incentive offered to you as part of that conversation,
as in, a cash incentive, to employ the person?

DUFFY:

No.

GRAINGER:

Were you required to produce a job description or something like that for
the person's position?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So, who asked you to do that?

DUFFY:

Lydia.

GRAINGER:

So, did you create one?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And who did you give that to?

DUFFY:

It would've been Lydia?

GRAINGER:

Do you recall doing that?

DUFFY:

No.

GRAINGER:

You're, you're constructing now, are you? As in, you're - you don't have
a direct recollection -

DUFFY:

I don't have a direct recollection, no.

GRAINGER:

- but you're, you're - from your understanding of the whole train of
events, you're concluding that it must have been given to Lydia. Is that
right?

DUFFY:

Yes. Yes.

GRAINGER:

You employed - do you provide any other document to Lydia? A set of
financial, profit and loss statement?

DUFFY:

I don't remember.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall receiving any information or documents from the
Department of Immigration?

DUFFY:

I would've yes. I don't recall, but I would have, yes.

GRAINGER:

With those documents, did you complete them?

DUFFY:

I don't recall.

GRAINGER:

The - Susan came and worked for you?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Was the money paid for her salary from another party?
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DUFFY:

Only afterwards. And it wasn't all paid.

GRAINGER:

So, what were you - how long was Susan employed for?

DUFFY:

I think maybe 8 weeks.

GRAINGER:

And for that eight weeks, did you pay her for the 8 weeks' work?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And what was her salary?

DUFFY:

Oh, it would've been - I don't know, I'm guessing it would've been
probably 30,000 a year. So it wouldn't have been much.

GRAINGER:

And the job description that you had written for Susan, what exactly was
it?

DUFFY:

I don't recall it.

GRAINGER:

It was, it was an accountancy type situation? Or -

DUFFY:

Yeah, it would've been an assistant accountant or something like that.

GRAINGER:

Did Susan actually come to work every day?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

What did she do?

DUFFY:

Well, for example, one day, we, we drove down to Barnsdale and had a
look at a job down there. And she was doing research for me for solar
stuff. She was doing research for LED tubes. Research for wind
turbines. Yeah. She was doing stuff. But again, it was a strange
situation, because it's not the stuff that she was trained in. But it's stuff
that we wanted done, if you know what I mean.

GRAINGER:

So, you gave her some level of employment but not, perhaps, in the
skillset that she had from university.

DUFFY:

No. No.

GRAINGER:

Which was accounting.

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And you said she worked for you for 8 weeks?

DUFFY:

Oh, probably it wasn't even 8 weeks.

GRAINGER:

So, what, what do you think it was, how long?

DUFFY:

It might've been 5 weeks.

GRAINGER:

So, why did she leave?
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DUFFY:

Well, she said the visa had come through or whatever it was, and she no
longer had to work for us.

GRAINGER:

Do you - did she tell you what sort of - so, did you have a conversation
about the basis upon which all this was - what was going on?

DUFFY:

Yeah, well, that's why I had an argument with Lydia, because she told me
that Lydia had charged them an exorbitant amount of money for this.

GRAINGER:

So, let, let's - we'll get into that now and we'll come to the next point. So,
in the 5 weeks or whatever she worked for you, when did this
conversation occur? Towards the end, the beginning, the middle?

DUFFY:

Yeah, towards the end.

GRAINGER:

So, what, what, what - tell me about the conversation. What was said?

DUFFY:

Oh, well, I just abused Lydia because I said, "You are using this person
-"

GRAINGER:

No, no, no. Not, not the conversation with Lydia. The one with Susan
where you found out -

DUFFY:

Oh, well, Susan told me that Lydia was charging them an exorbitant
amount of money -

GRAINGER:

What, what was the amount? What was the amount?

DUFFY:

Well, it was something like 80 to 100,000 to facilitate this visa.

GRAINGER:

So, Lydia, to your knowledge, was she a migration agent?

DUFFY:

No.

GRAINGER:

And did Susan say - you said they - Lydia was charging "them". Who
was "them"?

DUFFY:

Her father.

GRAINGER:

Her father?

DUFFY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Was her - and her father is in, in -

DUFFY:

Taizhou.

GRAINGER:

- China. You - that person you met -

DUFFY:

Yeah. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, she's told you about this exorbitant amount of money that had been
charged. What did you do then?

DUFFY:

I abused Lydia.
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GRAINGER;

You rang her?

DUFFY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And what, what did you say?

DUFFY:

Oh, I just said it's, "It's, it's not on." Like, "Susan is a lovely girl. She's and you're charging this exorbitant amount of money." And we didn't
really speak after that.

GRAINGER:

And you indicated before that Gordon Tse became involved.

DUFFY:

Yeah, as China, China mediator.

GRAINGER:

How did Gordon become involved?

DUFFY:

I asked him to become involved.

GRAINGER:

Was Gordon here in Wagga, then?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

I'm having trouble connecting the dots here about, about all the different
people involved. So -

FOX:

So, this must've been around about 2011, then. This must've been really
early. This was very early on in the piece. In, in the piece of your China
experiences. So, this must've been immediately after you - this is
immediately after the second trip.

DUFFY:

No. This is after the -

FOX:

That's when you said you went to Taizhou and met the dad.

DUFFY:

Yeah.

FOX:

You -

DUFFY:

But then I also went to Taizhou with her.

FOX:

Yeah. That was the third trip.

DUFFY:

Yeah.

FOX:

That was the one where you actually bought - so, we're talking around
2011. Before Gordon left town and went to Guangzhou.

DUFFY:

As in, left town and gone to Guangzhou?

FOX:

Right.

DUFFY:

I don't know.

FOX:

Okay.

GRAINGER:

Why did you call Gordon?

5

10

15

20

25

30

Volume 27

575

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

5

10

15

20

DUFFY:

Because I wanted him - I can't remember. There was, was some piece of
paper with the agreement on it. But it was written in - and Susan wasn't
there at the time, that's right. And Lydia, Lydia - I think Lydia gave it to
me, or I took it from her, and I wanted someone to interpret it for me.

GRAINGER:

So, Lydia had given you a piece of paper?

DUFFY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And what did you understand that piece of paper to be?

DUFFY:

Well, I understood it to be the agreement between her - between Lydia
and, and Susan's father.

GRAINGER:

And was this before or after you had the disagreement with Lydia on the
phone?

DUFFY:

It was during. It was part of the disagreement.

GRAINGER:

This sounds to me like this, this disagreement ran over a period of a time.

DUFFY:

It did, yeah. It wasn't just all -

GRAINGER:

It wasn't one phone call.

DUFFY:

No. No. No.

GRAINGER:

So, you, you've been told this by Susan. Did you then call Lydia, or was
Lydia here in Wagga, or what, what were the sequence of events?

DUFFY:

No, I probably called her and abused her on the phone. And then -

GRAINGER:

And then -

DUFFY:

- it all escalated from there.

GRAINGER:

So, it escalated from there. What happened next?

DUFFY:

Well, I - somehow, I got this agreement, I - or, this piece of paper. And I
don't know what it was, because it was in Chinese. So I asked Gordon,
could he come and - actually. Did someone else recommend that Gordon
do it? I can't remember. Anyway -

GRAINGER:

Was, was Daryl involved in this melee somewhere?

DUFFY:

Oh, probably. Yeah, I think so. But I can't, I can't tell you how.
Because he ended up having an argument with her as well.

GRAINGER:

You've got the document and you indicated that you think that someone
recommended that you speak to Gordon about it. Did you do that?

DUFFY:

Yeah, Gordon came to the office.

GRAINGER:

And did he read the document?

DUFFY:

Well, he said he couldn't speak - he couldn't read Mandarin.
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GRAINGER:

So, Gordon is from Hong Kong, is he? He's Cantonese?

DUFFY:

I don't know.

GRAINGER:

Know? Okay. All right.

DUFFY:

I don't know. I, I thought he was born in Batlow.

GRAINGER:

With - so, he couldn't read the document?

DUFFY:

Well, he couldn't - as far as I know, he couldn't read the document.

GRAINGER:

Read document. So, what did you discuss with him?

DUFFY:

Well, I just said, "Lydia is a bad person. I don't want anything more to
do with her."

GRAINGER:

Did Gordon do something then?

DUFFY:

No, I don't think so. He just said, "Well, just keep away from her." I
think.

GRAINGER:

So then, you've indicated that Daryl had an argument with Lydia as well.

DUFFY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

How did that come about?

DUFFY:

I don't know. To be honest, I don't know the story with that. All I know
is they, they, yeah, went their separate ways.

GRAINGER:

So, how did you know that happened?

DUFFY:

Daryl told me that she's a crazy woman.

GRAINGER:

Was the disagreement with Daryl and Lydia as a result of this issue with
you? Or -

DUFFY:

I don't believe so. But then again, I don't know.

GRAINGER:

The 5 weeks that Susan worked for you, you paid her the pro rata amount
of her $30,000 a year, whatever it was?

DUFFY:

Yeah, whatever it was.

GRAINGER:

Did you pay the superannuation, or -

DUFFY:

Yeah, we paid everything, yeah.

GRAINGER:

You indicated that after the fact, you were paid that money - some money
back?

DUFFY:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

Where did that come from?
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DUFFY:

Lydia's credit card. Apparently.

GRAINGER:

Okay, so just, did she come into the office and you swiped the credit
card?

DUFFY:

No, she - no. She paid - she direct debited into the account.

GRAINGER:

So, she made a direct payment into your company account?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Did you issue an invoice for that or something?

DUFFY:

I think we did, yeah. We had to, because she - yeah.

GRAINGER;

So, what was the invoice for?

DUFFY:

Would've been for training services.

GRAINGER:

Do you still have a copy of that invoice?

DUFFY:

Oh, I don't know. I don't know. We would have somewhere, in my old -

GRAINGER:

Okay. So, the invoice says she - was there a discussion about the
amount, the amount of money that needed to be paid?

DUFFY:

Oh, there would've been a discussion. She said, "Well, I can't get that for
you." And then she said, "I'll give you this." So, that was it.

GRAINGER:

Is this after the argument with Lydia?

DUFFY:

Well, it was all part of the same -

GRAINGER:

Okay, it's all one big argument, is it?

DUFFY:

Yeah. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

You've issued an invoice to Lydia as an identity or to someone else?

DUFFY:

No, it would've been to Lydia as an identity.

GRAINGER:

As a person?

DUFFY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

For training services for Susan -

DUFFY:

Susan

GRAINGER:

-

DUFFY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Now, you said Susan is still here in Wagga?

DUFFY:

I believe she is, yeah.
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GRAINGER:

And do you know who she works for?

DUFFY:

She works for Friedlieb Byrne, I think. It's - accountants.

GRAINGER:

Friedlieb Byrne, are they? They -

DUFFY:

Friedlieb Byrne, yeah.

GRAINGER:

How much of a shortfall was there between your invoice amount and
what you were paid?

DUFFY:

Oh, it was probably, I don't know, it might've been half, it might've been
a bit more than half. I'm not sure. It wasn't a lot of money.

GRAINGER:

It wasn't a lot?

DUFFY:

No. Well, because she's only earning $30,000 over 12 months. So, she
was only with us for one month. Well, yeah. It's not -

GRAINGER:

Did you form a view that it was necessary for Susan to work for you to
obtain the visa?

DUFFY:

No. Oh, look. Possibly, but it wasn't a primary reason. The primary
reason was to get Susan to come and do some work for us.

GRAINGER:

Have there been other instances of immigration matters?

DUFFY:

I don't really want to answer that question.

GRAINGER:

From, from - are you happy to answer any other questions I ask you?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Just not about immigration matters. Is that the case?

DUFFY:

No, you can ask me other questions.

GRAINGER:

Had enough of that? Finished?

DUFFY:

No, you can ask me whatever -

GRAINGER:

I, I can ask you that?

DUFFY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay. But not about immigration? Or -

DUFFY:

Well, yeah, you can ask me, but if I think that it will -

FOX:

Can I just ask you one - a couple of questions. Is - you met Maggie
Wang at some point?

DUFFY:

Yes.

FOX:

Is there any connection to your knowledge between Lydia Zang and
Maggie Wang?

15

20

25

30

Volume 27

579

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

5

10

15

20

25

30

DUFFY:

No. Not that I know of.

FOX:

All right.

GRAINGER:

How did you meet Maggie Wang?

DUFFY:

At Parliament House. Daryl introduced me.

GRAINGER:

And was that in Daryl's office.

DUFFY:

No, it was at a function for Daryl.

GRAINGER:

Was it a - what sort of function was it?

DUFFY:

It was at a function for Daryl's longevity in the -

GRAINGER:

Was it his 10 year in Parliament function?

DUFFY:

Might've been his 10 year in Parliament, yeah.

GRAINGER:

And had you, at this stage - you said before when you started that you'd
said it requires you - friendship, social arrangement with Daryl. Were
you invited because of that reason, or because you had joined the
Liberal Party you were invited? Or -

DUFFY:

I wasn't in the Liberal Party at that stage.

GRAINGER:

Then? Okay. No.

DUFFY:

It was just - yeah. Friendship thing.

GRAINGER:

Friendship thing?

DUFFY:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

You introduced Maggie at, at a function at Parliament House. You had
paid to go to that function, had you?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And that was a, a normal donation for a fundraiser for members of
Parliament. Is that correct?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

It's so many dollars per head, but - at a table.

DUFFY:

Yep. Yep. Oh, it was - yeah, it was just a cocktail party.

GRAINGER:

Cocktail party.

DUFFY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, who introduced you to Maggie?

DUFFY:

Daryl.
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GRAINGER:

And when was this, roughly?

DUFFY:

Sort of at the end of the, end of the function.

GRAINGER:

No, as in, when was the function? What time, what, what year?

DUFFY:

Oh, that's - it was after my last trip to China. And it - like I said, it was
just before Barry O'Farrell resigned as Premier.

GRAINGER:

So, Daryl was assisting you with some issue you had with Fire to the
Rescue. When was that run? So, in the scheme of the timeline of events,
when was this?

DUFFY:

2008, maybe? Maybe 2009? I'd have to have a look.

GRAINGER:

So, you mentioned - you met Maggie in 2008 or 2009?

DUFFY:

No, no, no. The Fire Rescue -

GRAINGER:

Oh, the fire rescue thing. Well, there's email I have here that indicated
that was ongoing in 2013 -

DUFFY:

Oh, so it was - oh. Yeah, I thought it was a long time ago.

GRAINGER:

And for, for what it's worth, it appears you joined the Liberal Party in
around about the 6th of February, 2014. According to the -

DUFFY:

That'd be right.

GRAINGER:

According to the branch minutes.

DUFFY:

Yep.

FOX:

How did, well, he introduce you? What did he introduce Maggie as?

DUFFY:

He introduced Maggie just as a good friend. And then Maggie said to
me, "Look, I work for the AFP." It's - I don't know whether she does or
not. And she said, "I also am in immigration agent. If I ever - if you
ever need some, some help with that."

GRAINGER:

Did you talk with - to her for a while?

DUFFY:

Not really, no. No.

GRAINGER:

And, and what happened - when did you next hear from Maggie?

DUFFY:

I'm trying to think of that. I mean, she used to Wagga quite a bit. And
maybe I was introduced - she may have been at a function at Daryl's. I'm
thinking.

GRAINGER:

When did the immigration aspect of Maggie commence?

DUFFY:

Probably 2015, I'm thinking, yep.

GRAINGER:

And how did that come about?
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DUFFY:

She was - she approached me about it.

GRAINGER:

Here in Wagga?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

She was the person in Wagga?

DUFFY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And what, what happened?

DUFFY:

Well, she - I suppose she explained to me how the immigration thing
worked, yeah.

GRAINGER:

And what, what did she tell you?

DUFFY:

Well, basically she said to me, "I, I will find these people for you that
you could use in your business, and you sign a training contract for up to
8 weeks", I think it was. "To train these people in the, in the way to
business in Australia."

GRAINGER:

And who were the people? Who were the people that, that she was -

DUFFY:

Well, they were Chinese nationals.

GRAINGER:

Were there students, or -

DUFFY:

No, there weren't necessary students. They were all kind of people, I
think. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Did she - and what else did she explain about the training contact? Was
there an incentive payment with the, the training contract?

DUFFY:

Well, there was paying - payment for the contract, yes.

GRAINGER:

And what was that? Between the updated $80,000, you said, wasn't it?

DUFFY:

No, that was Lydia.

GRAINGER:

That was the first contract?

DUFFY:

Yeah. Different. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

I'm a bit confused.

FOX:

No, no. Their 80,000 that, that he's mentioned is in relation to what he
was told Lydia was charging Susan
's father. So, that's separate.
And to - now we've moved on in about - so, it must've been about two, a
couple of years between Lydia and -

DUFFY:

Yeah, it was a couple - I think it was a couple years.

FOX:

And Maggie Wang.

DUFFY:

Yes.
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FOX

No relationship.

DUFFY:

Not that I'm aware of, no.

GRAINGER:

So, with Maggie emplacing people for you to train with in your
organisation, was - what were the terms of the training contract then?

DUFFY:

That we would train them for a sum of money.

GRAINGER:

What was the sum of money?

DUFFY:

Well, it varied. And this is where it becomes uncomfortable.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, I think at this stage, what I'll do is I'll finalise the interview. I've
finished speaking to you. The time is now 5.36pm. And the interview is
concluded.
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E15-0078-049-0001

RE: Re:-Delegated
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
@iprimus.com.au
Tue, 13 Sep 2011 16:29:03 +1000

From:
To:
Date:
thanks

From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Tuesday, 13 September 2011 4:11 PM
To: Shaun Duffy
Subject: Re:
@163 not 5
>>> Shaun Duffy <sbduffy@dandm.com.au> 13/09/2011 4:00:34 PM >>>

Hi Daryl
Tried to send the below email and it bounced back. Is this the correct address?
Cheers
Shaun
From: Shaun Duffy
Sent: Tuesday, 13 September 2011 3:54 PM
To: 'luyi_trendhouse@165.com'
Subject:

Hi LUYI
I met you in Shenyang whilst visiting with Daryl, James, Alan and Richard. I am interested in
purchasing Generators, Solar kits and Wind turbines from China. I understand that you are doing
some work as an agent for Daryl and am wondering if you could do the same for me?
I look forward to your reply.

Regards
Shaun Duffy
Manager
D&M

Electrical
Communications

Ph: 02 6925 3060
Fax: 02 6925 3259
Email: sbduffy@dandm.com.au
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INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION
RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN INVESTIGATOR PAUL GRAINGER AND
INVESTIGATOR CAROL WONG OF THE INDEPENDENT COMMISSION
5

AGAINST CORRUPTION AND REG FISK AT LEVEL 7, 255 ELIZABETH STREET
SYDNEY ON 12 FEBRUARY, 2019.
TIME:

9:58AM

PRESENT:

INVESTIGATOR PAUL GRAINGER
INVESTIGATOR CAROL WONG
REG FISK

GRAINGER:

This is an electronic record of interview between Paul Grainger and
Mr Reg Fisk. The date of the 12th of February, 2019. The time is now
9.58am. For voice ID, I'll ask everyone present to state their name,
starting with you, Reg.

FISK:

Reg Fisk.

GRAINGER:

Carol?

WONG:

Carol Wong.

GRAINGER:

Thank you. Reg, have you consented to having your voice recorded?

FISK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Reg, we just to need to advise you, under the provisions of the ICAC Act,
criminal offences made out if you wilfully provide false or misleading
information to an officer commissioned to exercising a function -

FISK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- under the Act.

FISK:

I fully understand that.

GRAINGER:

OK. In relation to - can you tell me your full name, please?

FISK:

Reginald Turner Fisk.

GRAINGER:

Your date of birth?
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GRAINGER:

Best mobile number or contact number?

FISK:

5

GRAINGER:

And do you have an email, Reg?

FISK:

Yes, but I don't use it very frequently;

GRAINGER:

Thanks Reg. Just so you're aware, the allegation we're investigating is
that - it's alleged that Mr Daryl Maguire - the former member for Wagga
Wagga - engaged in conduct that involved a breach of the public trust by
using his public office, involving his duties as a member of the New
South Wales Parliament, and the use of parliamentary resources to
propagate a benefit for himself, a company known as G8Way
International Pty Ltd, and other associated persons. Reg, could you give
me a brief precis of your employment history within Government?

FISK:

Well I started - New South Wales Government? -

GRAINGER:

New South -

FISK:

- or is it -

GRAINGER:

New South Wales.

FISK:

New South Wales Government. I came across here in '88, October '88,
and worked in the cabinet office until October '89 when I moved into
state development. I was in state development and its successors from
then until 2012 - when I took a VR, that VR wouldn’t enable me to work
within the government again without paying it back, so I volunteered for
39 weeks to work for Duncan Gay, and he put me on the payroll - I must
admit it's a fairly low rate - after that until we left together, after he lost
his portfolio in the beginning of February 2017.

GRAINGER:

And what role did you hold, hold in Duncan Gay's office?

FISK:

I was principal advisor.

GRAINGER:

OK. Just - and what - what did the principal advisor do?

FISK:

I was involved in providing advice on a whole lot of stuff that came
through, particularly things like WestConnex, but also on cycles, car
share, whole other road planning, 'cause my background's architecture,
so, I understand - and I was council alderman and deputy mayor of the
city (UNDECIPHERABLE) South Australia for 13 years, including
chairing its planning committees for 10 years - more than 10 years. So, I
was involved in major projects and planning, but I also provided advice
to Duncan on everything that went to cabinet -

GRAINGER:

OK.

FISK:

- and I think I was unique within the - in the ministers' offices - in that
respect. I don't think any other minister - other than the premier - was
getting that, which meant that I quite often picked up large mistakes in
some of the cabinet submissions.
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GRAINGER:

Within the structure of the office, the position of principal advisor, that
fell below the chief of staff?

FISK:

Yes, the chief of staff and deputy chief of staff are technically above me.
My salary was about 70 odd thousand dollars a year.

GRAINGER:

OK. Who were - who was the chief of staff and deputy at that time?

FISK:

What time – what date are you -

GRAINGER:

Towards -

FISK:

- talking about?

GRAINGER:

- the end of August – let’s talk about, around about November 2016.

FISK:

It would've been Andrew Huckel and the deputy chief of staff - now,
what was her name? She's now working for one of the federal ministers,
deputy premier, deputy Prime Minister – Siobhan McCarthy.

GRAINGER:

OK. Within the office, were there people - a person by the name of
Clementine Julian?

FISK:

Yes, she was there. She was the parliamentary liaison officer.

GRAINGER:

PLO?

FISK:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. And John McCormack?

FISK:

John McCormack?

GRAINGER:

Mmm. Do you know that name at all?

FISK:

I know the name, but I don't think there was a John McCormack in there.

GRAINGER:

OK. We'll come to that in a second. Now -

FISK:

I know the name, but I - it's within the parliamentary sphere but there
was no John McCormack within Duncan's office at that time, to -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

FISK:

- my knowledge. There was a John, uh, McGowan - earlier.

GRAINGER:

Yep. I'll, I'll find the email. We can clarify the name of -

FISK:

McCormack, I think worked - did he work for the minister for planning?

GRAINGER:

It may be.

FISK:

But it wasn't in Duncan's office.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.
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FISK:

McGowan was actually the guy that came from one of the, the former
leaders of the government in the upper house - when there was a change
in that - and he provided advice on that.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FISK:

But, after the 19 - oh, sorry, 2015 election - I think he moved to
Anthony Robert's office.

GRAINGER:

Alright. Clementine Julian, did she remain in Melinda Pavey’s office?

(PHONE RINGING)
FISK:

Excuse me. No. She's now - she's working in parliament. Can I call you
back? I'm at ICAC. My twin brother in -

GRAINGER:

Yep.

FISK:

- South Australia. Sorry about that.

GRAINGER:

It's all right. So, Clementine now works for the parliament itself, does
she?

FISK:

She was working in - for one of the - one of the members in the upper
house -

GRAINGER:

OK.

FISK:

- as his assistant.

GRAINGER:

Now, Daryl Maguire - how did you first come to know Mr Maguire?

FISK:

He was the Premier's parliamentary secretary and he was very interested
in changes in registration for historic vehicles - to match the registration
systems they have had operating in South Australia for about 40 years,
and Victoria for about 20 years.

GRAINGER:

So, he was the parliamentary secretary to Barry O'Farrell?

FISK:

Barry O'Farrell. And then, I think he became deputy speaker - or
something of that - I'm not sure which order that was, but he was
certainly parliamentary secretary to the Premier at the time.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, first meet him during that time?

FISK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Did you maintain a – how would I put it -

FISK:

Cordial relationship?

GRAINGER:

Yeah, yep - with him?

FISK:

Yeah. It was reasonable. I was very conscious of the fact that the
Liberal Party ministers hold their portfolios at the gift of the Premier,
unlike the Labour Party, and therefore, I always saw my function in

10

15

20

25

30

35

Volume 27

588

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

Duncan's office, of trying to keep the Premier in, and his parliamentary
secretary reasonably on sight.

5

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh. And when Mr Maguire left the role of parliamentary secretary
to the Premier, did you maintain contact with him at all?

FISK:

Sporadically, because it took about four years to change the registration
of historic vehicles in New South Wales. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FISK:

The public service - having been a public servant for over 40 years - I
don't understand what I'm about to say - why it occurs - but, the public
service immediate response to any change is, "No", and you've got to
gradually convince them that there might be some merit in making the
change, and even when other states have preceded the change that's been
suggested here, in fact, even they've got a model which works extremely
well, the immediate response is, "No, we're not gunna do it", even if it
results in more money to, to the government, and a better regulation of
the system. So - yep.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. When do you recall being the last time you actually spoke with
Daryl Maguire? Can you recall that?

FISK:

Oh, it'd be about three years ago.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FISK:

I haven't spoken to him since Duncan lost his portfolio.

GRAINGER:

Now, when I contacted you, and you reiterated again - this morning - that
the, the, the, the question we're looking at is a property at
181 James Ruse Drive, Camellia. You indicated that you don't recall that
property at all - or anything about it - so, what I'll do now, Reg, is I'll
provide you with a small bundle of documents and ask you to have a read
of those -

FISK:

Yeah, sure.

GRAINGER:

- and then, we can go from that point -

FISK:

Sure.

GRAINGER:

- forward today.

WONG:

Thanks.

FISK:

Who's Charlie Demian?

GRAINGER:

Well, I'll come to that.

FISK:

There was an email from Ian, someone, who is this -

GRAINGER:

Yeah, there is. In the first couple of emails, you're not involved in. I've
put them in there for context.

10

15

20

25

30

35

Volume 27

589

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

FISK:

Right. Do I need to read them?

GRAINGER:

Nah. You'll probably get the gist of it when you get to the one dated the
21st of December, 2016.

FISK:

So, as, as, as I understand it, from reading that, and it still doesn't ring
much of a bell, I'm afraid, what they were seeking, a faster determination
from transport for New South Wales, with regards to transport
arrangements -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

FISK:

- and access to the property.

GRAINGER:

Correct.

FISK:

Alright? So, where's, where's my email? To Reg Fisk, Daryl – that
surprises he sends letters to people called, "Girlfriend". It's the same
thing -

GRAINGER:

Same, the same chain.

FISK:

The -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

FISK:

- same chain?

GRAINGER:

Yes.

FISK:

So -

GRAINGER:

There’s a next, following email again dated the 18th of January.

FISK:

Dear Daryl, yes, right. I vaguely recollect some of this now.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

FISK:

I remember he sent the email, saying that Clem was away, but, beyond
that - right. These appear to be copies of the same thing, obviously.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. It's, it's a chain of emails, yes.

FISK:

Yeah. Dear Adriana. Yeah. That's why Siobhan McCarthy's CC'ed in
that, because she was the deputy chair, and I think, at that stage, in
January, Andrew Huckel would've probably been on leave, because he's
got schoolkids. Right. Now your questions.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. Now as we, as you identified yourself - the request from Mr
Demian, who is a developer – I’ll give you some background. 181 James
Ruse Drive, Camellia is a former Hardie asbestos site.

FISK:

Oh, yeah. You mentioned that -

GRAINGER:

Which is -
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FISK:

- when you spoke to -

GRAINGER:

Which -

FISK:

- me.

GRAINGER:

- is heavily asbestos contaminated.

FISK:

I can imagine.

GRAINGER:

Mr Demian was seeking to develop the former site into a large housing
area -

FISK:

Right.

GRAINGER:

- and to do so, he'd need certain access requirements to be met, to get
actual - into the site.

FISK:

Yep. And transport - I assume from those documents - and I vaguely
recollect - was looking at it - they’d been dragging their feet - according
to that - as well, and they were part of a general review to look at the
planning requirements associated with the development.

15

GRAINGER:

What - the issues in question are not so much pertinent to us - that
Mr Demian was experienced, was experiencing. What we are more
interested in is why Mr Maguire was advocating for Mr Demian. Mr
Maguire is a member for Wagga Wagga, Camellia is certainly not in
Wagga Wagga.

20

FISK:

Right.

GRAINGER:

So, what I was trying to review, do you recall any conversation with Mr
Maguire as to why he was pushing this?

FISK:

No, but that wouldn't surprise me. Having worked in the industry, what
was state development, and that, that, that's - at the early stage, would've
been under the deputy Premier, that was then transferred to the premier's
cluster of portfolios, and he was - either then or previously parliamentary secretary to the Premier. I wouldn't have been at all
surprised if he was advocating on behalf of something outside of his
portfolio, but within the industry cluster.

GRAINGER:

I think, in 2016, Mr O'Farrell had definitely left -

FISK:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

And then -

FISK:

Absolutely. And that was, might be -

GRAINGER:

I think, in this point in this time, Mr Maguire was the parliamentary
secretary for counterterrorism, corrections, and ANZAC - or something
on those lines - so (UNDECIPHERABLE)

FISK:

May have been, but, I, I, I, I wouldn't have even asked the question -
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GRAINGER:

OK.

FISK:

- because associated with the Premier or deputy Premier, having worked
in that portfolio, it was quite common if there was a development that
was seen as advantageous to the state, that they would ask questions
about how we would expedite it - or whatever the case may be. So, that
wouldn't have even crossed my mind.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, is it your experience - and so I'm, I'm clear with this - that it's
not unusual for a person who previously held a position of parliamentary
secretary to later continue to inquire about -

FISK:

I wouldn't have even asked the question, because I - when I got the phone
call - and if Clem was away, I would've assumed that it was on behalf of
something that he'd been working on - may have developed a personal
relationship with the people concerned, and they’d rung him up and said,
"Look, we are having problems", as is shown by that, that chain of
emails, and, and you find a way to expedite the process. Now, expedition
doesn't necessarily mean a "yes" or a "no" answer; it simply means a
"yes" or a "no" answer faster. So, that wouldn't have occur - it wouldn't
have occurred to me there was anything improper in him doing that,
because, as I said, he was working in that area, and industry had been
then moved into the Premier's portfolio -

GRAINGER:

OK.

FISK:

- or cluster, I should say - because the, the Minister, actually, is the
Minister for industry, but it's within the premier's cluster.

GRAINGER:

Some of these emails refer to inquiries you made - in relation to
Mr Maguire's request. Do you recall making those inquiries?

FISK:

No, I don't, but, all I would've done was, was phone people within RMS,
and Transport, to say, "What's going on?" "Why is this taking a long
time?" and as you see from that chain of emails, there was a response that
was brought back, that they drafted a letter.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

FISK:

Again, the question would've been, not so much a "yes" or a "no" answer,
but how long is it going to take to get an answer.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall if you discussed it with the Minister at all?

FISK:

Nope.

GRAINGER:

You don't recall it or you -

FISK:

No.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FISK:

I wouldn't have.

GRAINGER:

You wouldn't have? Not important enough?
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FISK:

No, it wouldn't have been important enough and besides which, Duncan
normally took January off as well.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Mm-hmm.

FISK:

Well, parliamentary doesn't sit -

GRAINGER:

That's right.

FISK:

- and they generally go on leave - he was always on call, but I wouldn't
have - now, that was simply a procedural matter that Julian, that
Clementine Julian was looking at, to start with, and I would've just
chased it, to try and find out what was happening to it.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh. The last email in the chain is the one from you to Mr Maguire,
which was dated the 24th of January, 2017 -

FISK:

Right.

GRAINGER:

- and it's the one with a photo of Ed Bark- Blakely

FISK:

What, what is it? The 24th of -

GRAINGER:

January '17.

FISK:

So, that was somewhere in the vicinity of about a week before Duncan
lost his portfolio.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, you, you can - email starts with “Dear Daryl, as discussed last
night - next page across, I think, it’s the very - second last, second or
third last page in the bundle. The email - the photo of this gentleman.

FISK:

(UNDECIPHERABLE) yeah (UNDECIPHERABLE)

GRAINGER:

Yep. Yep.

FISK:

I had a - had a further discussion - is that being discussed?

GRAINGER:

No it’s-

FISK:

(UNDECIPHERABLE)

GRAINGER:

You've missed a page here.

FISK:

I've missed a page?

GRAINGER:

Yep.

FISK:

Right.

GRAINGER:

Nuh. Keep going.

FISK:

I've gone past it.

GRAINGER:

Haven’t got to it yet. Next one. Yep. This is an email from you to Daryl,
dated 24th of January -
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FISK:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- 2017. It’s from commission reference, E-17-O-1-4-4-dash-2 -

FISK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- dash -

FISK:

Is that-

GRAINGER:

that’s

FISK:

yep yep, at the top-

GRAINGER:

P-R-0-0-0-1.

FISK:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

The text, as discussed- Dear Daryl as discussed last night -

FISK:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- do you recall speaking with Daryl at all about this?

FISK:

No, I don't. But, you know, that doesn't mean to say I wouldn't have.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

FISK:

I don't recollect the conversation.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you - in your role as principal advisor, do you, did you attend
parliament when it was sitting?

FISK:

Occasionally, but very rarely.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FISK:

My job was mainly sitting back in 52 Martin Place, quite often by
myself, when parliament was sitting, preparing all of the advices on
cabinet stuff. It generally took each week, about a day, a day and a half,
'cause it was quite often about 1500 pages of documents to read -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh. OK.

FISK:

- and provide advice on each one of those.

GRAINGER:

Alright.

FISK:

Right, what's the, what's the -

GRAINGER:

The question was -

FISK:

How -

GRAINGER:

If you -
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- did -

GRAINGER:

If you -

FISK:

- the conversation occur?

GRAINGER:

If -

FISK:

It might -

GRAINGER:

- you -

FISK:

- have -

GRAINGER:

- recall -

FISK:

- been a tele-

GRAINGER:

Yeah, exactly, that’s one – how it occurred?

FISK:

It might -

GRAINGER:

(UNDECIPHERABLE)

FISK:

- have -

GRAINGER:

(UNDECIPHERABLE)

FISK:

- been a -

GRAINGER:

- recall.

FISK:

- telephone conversation, I don't know. I don't recollect.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FISK:

I honestly don't recollect.

GRAINGER:

Right. Now, do you recall - other than the material provide, I've
provided you here - and from your memory - was there any favourable
outcome generated in relation to this project for Mr Demian?

FISK:

I have not the foggiest notion, because, shortly after that email, 24th of
January, there was a reshuffle, and Duncan lost his portfolio. I think it
was about the 30th of January. I continued to work in Parliament House
until about the 13th of February, because I was doing a whole lot of work
on the Greater Sydney Commission - particularly on the district
plans - providing advice to what's-his-name, Roberts -

GRAINGER:

Anthony Roberts?

FISK:

No, no, not Anthony Roberts. What's the name of the deputy chief
commissioner? He's the economic commissioner.

GRAINGER:

Don't know.
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FISK:

Oh, I can't think of the name now. But, anyway, I was providing
comments on each of the district plans. I provided
comments - eventually - on seven of the eight district plans, and pointing
out - effectively - the number of mistakes in 'em. Each of those
plans - incidentally - is about 140 pages long, and my emails on those
went to about 10 pages of - you know - page number, whatever it is, this
is a mistake, page number that, why have you left WestConnex off the
map between - around the airport, for example, but, you got the light rail
showing - all those sorts of comments -

GRAINGER:

OK.

FISK:

- you know, that was the - that was the general gist of what I was doing.

GRAINGER:

Just so I'm clear, in the 30th of January - or thereabouts - is when
Mike Baird resigned and Gladys Berejiklian became -

FISK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- Premier -

FISK:

That's when -

GRAINGER:

(UNDECIPHERABLE)

FISK:

- Duncan lost his portfolio, and we got all paid two weeks severance pay,
and I continued to work on that stuff - Geoff Roberts, I should say.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FISK:

Geoff is the -

GRAINGER:

Right.

FISK:

- deputy commissioner name. And I rang him and said, "Look, I'm, I've,
I've got to go." But, you know, I can still work - 'cause we've got to
clean it - 52 Martin Place, that's been cleaned already, Mel’s moved in to
that, but I continued work in Parliament House until the 13th - or
whatever it was - of February, 'cause that's when I get paid, and I’ll
finish what I have been doing on these district plans - if they're useful,
and they said, "Yes", and we need them, because others aren't making
comments on the number of mistakes in them.

GRAINGER:

OK. So -

FISK:

Oh, if the outcome of what you're asking would've occurred - probably
after -

GRAINGER:

- the event.

FISK:

- and why would I have any association with that?

GRAINGER:

Sure.
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FISK:

I wouldn't have, and I wouldn't have even been interested, to be quite
candid.

GRAINGER:

OK other than the material - and I've - I take note of your - you don't
recall a great deal of this at all? Other than the material I have shown
you, do you have any recollection about briefing papers or anything like
that at all?

FISK:

Not at all.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FISK:

I picked it up when Clem was away and by the time - you know - this had
reached any particular point, I was - - -

GRAINGER:

You're -

FISK:

- no -

GRAINGER:

- not -

FISK:

- longer -

GRAINGER:

- there.

FISK:

- working there.

GRAINGER:

OK. Carol, do you want to ask anything?

WONG:

I've got no questions.

GRAINGER:

Reg, that's all I need to ask you at this -

FISK:

Fine.

GRAINGER:

- point in time. Thank you for coming and seeing us.

FISK:

It's my -

GRAINGER:

It's -

FISK:

- pleasure -

GRAINGER:

- appreciated.

FISK:

- as I said, I, I, when I started, before you recorded, 'cause I can consider
ICAC to be incredibly important.

GRAINGER:

Thank you. The time is now 10.23am, and I'll finalise the interview.
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FW: Re: 181 James Ruse Drive, Camellia
From:
To:

Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
"Clementine Julian (Clementine.Julian@minister.nsw.gov.au)"
<clementine.julian@minister.nsw.gov.au>
Date:
Thu, 17 Nov 2016 07:18:28 +1100
Attachments: RE_ Camellia, 181 James Ruse Drive PP.msg (57.34 kB)
Girlfriend , here’s the letter and correspondence explaining the problem , can you please try to
get this important project moving asap . call me or come up if something is unclear , regards
daryl
From: Charlie Demian [mailto:c.demian@demian.com.au]
Sent: Wednesday, 16 November 2016 6:41 PM
To: Daryl Maguire
Subject: FW: Re: 181 James Ruse Drive, Camellia

2nd email
Attachments.
Regards
Charlie Demian

PH: 02 88 300 400
FAX: 02 88 300 499
L2/7 Charles Street,
Parramatta NSW 2150
From: Charlie Demian
Sent: Wednesday, 16 November 2016 5:57 PM
To: 'daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov'
Subject: Re: 181 James Ruse Drive, Camellia

Dear Mr Maguire,
RE: 181 James Ruse Drive Camellia
As you may be aware the project referred to above used to be the Hardy Manufacturing Plant
and has not being occupied since its closure due to heavy contamination status.
We have over the past 5 years undertaken numerous investigations to satisfy the EPA, achieving
an Environmental Protection Licence (attachment 1) to remediate the site based on our final
Remedial Action Plans and Site Audit Statements.
And since, we have undertaken further investigations of the foreshore land owned by RMS and
Council as we offered to remediate public land as part of our VPA offer with council.
The Planning Proposal was submitted to council on the 19th October 2012 and attained two
Planning & Environment gateway determinations (attachments 2 & 3) to rezone the land from B5
Business Development to part B4 Mixed Use and part RE1 Public Recreation (10,000.00m²) of a
varying building height of 28m to 126m resulting in a potential of 3,250 residential units and
about 14,000m² of employment space. Also, TfNSW support in principal and a satisfactory
arrangement to provide the necessary road modifications in support of the development (TfNSW
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letters attachments 4 & 5) were achieved. Other government agencies and stake holders
responded favourably.
Council staff reported the application to council regarding the VPA Offer AND Planning Proposal
on the 11th May 2015 (Attachments 6 & 7) which resulted in an altered Gateway Determination
by Planning & Environment dated 24th September 2015 (attachment 3). The council then
proceeded to exhibit the Planning Proposal from 5th December 2015 until 12th February 2016
resulting in minimal objections (2 objectors with irrelevant matters).
On 13th April 2016 we met with the Lord Mayor, interested councillors, Ms Sue Weatherly
(Planning Director) and Mr Greg Dyer (CEO) to discuss a way forward, Ms Weatherley informed us
that all issues were addressed and she will finalise a report for council determination up on
receipt of a reply by TfNSW (attachment 8). A further meeting took place on 29th April 2016with
the Lord Mayor ward councillors and our consultants to request the Planning Proposal be
considered by council and allow the applicant to negotiate a further VPA with TfNSW via Planning
& Environment post council determination and prior to gazettal as per agreement with TfNSW
letter dated 15th April 2015 (attachment 5). In that meeting I understand councillors formally
advised the CEO to report the Planning Proposal to council meeting in late May 2016,
unfortunately council was sacked and I understand council since May 2016 were unwilling to
progress the application until such time a response is received from TfNSW.
We have since April 2016 in consultation with TfNSW successfully completed traffic modelling and
design , comprehensive traffic report and a peer review report, these reports are now submitted
to TfNSW and council. Unfortunately TfNSW is very slow in responding and difficult to acquire
answers or directions from on what and when we are likely to get a determination.
This is a major project with a potential gross realisation of $2.5 Billion with a major impact on
our business’s well being.
I am seeking your support to help achieve a determination by TfNSW in the near future.
Thank you so much for your kind considerations.
Best Regards
Charlie Demian

Mob:
PH: 02 88 300 400
FAX: 02 88 300 499
L2/7 Charles Street,
Parramatta NSW 2150

Volume 27

599

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

RE: Camellia, 181 James Ruse Drive PP
From: Sue Weatherley <sweatherley@parracity.nsw.gov.au>
Charlie Demian <c.demian@demian.com.au>, Greg Dyer <gdyer@parracity.nsw.gov.au>
To:
Paul Garrard <pgarrard@parracity.nsw.gov.au>, Pierre Esber
Cc:
<pesber@parracity.nsw.gov.au>, John Chedid <jchedid@parracity.nsw.gov.au>, John Hugh
<jhugh@parracity.nsw.gov.au>, James Shaw <jshaw@parracity.nsw.gov.au>
Date: Thu, 21 Apr 2016 17:16:56 +1000
Dear Mr Demian,
Thank you for your email. My notes of the meeting was that the PP would be reported to the
Council meeting once the written submission from Transport for NSW and RMS has been received
by Council and provided this does not object to the PP. The other agreement from the meeting
was that all parties would continue to seek to finalise the VPA.
Regards
Sue Weatherley
Director Strategic Outcomes and Development
Parramatta City Council
126 Church Street Parramatta 2150
PO Box 32 Parramatta 2124
Phone: 9806 5101 Mobile:
Email: sweatherley@parracity.nsw.gov.au

From: Charlie Demian [mailto:c.demian@demian.com.au]
Sent: Tuesday, 19 April 2016 12:08 AM
To: Greg Dyer; Sue Weatherley
Cc: Paul Garrard; Pierre Esber; John Chedid; John Hugh; James Shaw
Subject: FW: Camellia, 181 James Ruse Drive PP
Dear Greg,
Thank you for your time on Monday afternoon with the Lord Mayor and Councillors.
We appreciate that you and Councillors understands the need to progress the Planning Proposal
to the department as efficiently as possible. We also note that there are numerous further
assessment process before the application post submission to the Minister.
From the meeting the key items that require further discussion are the following:
1. VPA
Whereas we note that the finalisation of the VPA is not technically required prior to gazettal and
is not a requirement under the gateway approval from the minister we are open to advancing
and finalising negations. We note that the meeting that it was considered that there was perhaps
some delay from our part regarding the finalsation of the VPA. However we can confirm that the
most recent communication from council staff in an email to us on 17 March 2016 stated the
following to us:
‘Finally thank you for your response to our e-mail re the Draft VPA negotiations. As indicated above
we are prioritising the review of submissions from the PP exhibition process as the priority task on

Volume 27

600

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

the 181 James Ruse Drive project and anticipate returning to the VPA issues once that task is
complete.’
Therefore we feel the issue of the VPA is in the hands of council staff. We reiterate however that
we feel the negations for the VPA can be completed simultaneously but outside the processes for
the rezoning application and that there is no legal impediment to such process in the gateway
approval from the Minister.
We make reference of the opinion of council staff that the monetary values of the VPA may not
be sufficient. We also note that Council should consider the issue that as applicants we will be
required to provide significant state infrastructure at future stages of the application outside of
that provided solely to Council. The provision of such infrastructure will be significant.
The policy and provisions of the state regarding VPAs should not be focused on how much value
is achieved commensurate to any land valuation but alternatively they should be considered by
what additional items of public benefit should be provided as a result of the increase in
population in the precinct.
2. Compliance with SEPP 65
We understand council staff have issue with the compliance of the project with the SEPP 65. Our
experienced consultants have provided council staff with detailed reports and advice that the
project does in fact meet the requirements of the gateway and can provide compliance with the
SEPP 65. We further note that such an item is an issue for assessment and we stand by the advice
of our respected consultants. We further note that any area of conflict in interpretation of the
provisions of the SEPP 65 can also be considered by the department post councils report on
advice to the minister on the making of the plan.
3. Advice from TFNSW and RMS
Post the meeting we have made further contact with the agencies regarding time frame for
response to Council. We are advised this response is imminent and that it will not be that
different from that already provided to council in previous response on this application. The
agencies have been working closely with us and our traffic consultant team for the past year in
the finalisation of the detailed network plan which and TMap which will guide future state
infrastructure delivery for the project. We note that the network model which has been
developed is vast and covers an area (up to Church Street) well outside that normally expected in
such an application. The TMap will be completed in draft form on 27 April and a final plan one
week post.
Conclusion
We are seeking to have the item reported to Council late May to enable a final submission to the
Minister for further assessment by the department prior to the making of the instrument. We are
also seeking to recommence negotiations with Council regarding the VPA with a view to have a
final agreement settled prior to gazettal.
NB: Attached above for the ease of reference are minutes of Council Meeting of 11th May 2015
for items 9.2 & 9.3, Amended Gateway Determination & several letters of offer (*VPA) of which
one was adopted by council in principle (item 9.2).
As may be noted from both PCC resolutions & Amended Gateway documents the VPA does not
form part of the PP requirements, but have being available at all times to finalise with Council
staff.
I look forward to hearing from you in order to discuss and finalise this Planning Proposal.
Regards
Charlie Demian
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Demian Group

PH: 02 88 300 400
FAX: 02 88 300 499
L2/7 Charles Street,
Parramatta NSW 2150

Think before you print! Help save our environment.
Attention: This e-mail is privileged and confidential. If you are not the intended recipient please delete
the message and notify the sender. The use, copying or distribution of this message or any information
it contains, by anyone other than the intended recipient is prohibited by Parramatta City Council. Any
views or opinions presented are solely those of the individual sender, except where the sender
specifically states them to be the views of the Council.
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RE: Re: 181 James Ruse Drive, Camellia
From:
To:
Date:

Clementine Julian <clementine.julian@minister.nsw.gov.au>
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Thu, 17 Nov 2016 11:35:41 +1100

Thanks Daryl – yes looking into
From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Thursday, 17 November 2016 7:18 AM
To: Clementine Julian
Subject: FW: Re: 181 James Ruse Drive, Camellia

Girlfriend , here’s the letter and correspondence explaining the problem , can you please try to
get this important project moving asap . call me or come up if something is unclear , regards
daryl
From: Charlie Demian [mailto:c.demian@demian.com.au]
Sent: Wednesday, 16 November 2016 6:41 PM
To: Daryl Maguire
Subject: FW: Re: 181 James Ruse Drive, Camellia

2nd email
Attachments.
Regards
Charlie Demian

PH: 02 88 300 400
FAX: 02 88 300 499
L2/7 Charles Street,
Parramatta NSW 2150
From: Charlie Demian
Sent: Wednesday, 16 November 2016 5:57 PM
To: 'daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov'
Subject: Re: 181 James Ruse Drive, Camellia

Dear Mr Maguire,
RE: 181 James Ruse Drive Camellia
As you may be aware the project referred to above used to be the Hardy Manufacturing Plant
and has not being occupied since its closure due to heavy contamination status.
We have over the past 5 years undertaken numerous investigations to satisfy the EPA, achieving
an Environmental Protection Licence (attachment 1) to remediate the site based on our final
Remedial Action Plans and Site Audit Statements.
And since, we have undertaken further investigations of the foreshore land owned by RMS and
Council as we offered to remediate public land as part of our VPA offer with council.
The Planning Proposal was submitted to council on the 19th October 2012 and attained two
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Planning & Environment gateway determinations (attachments 2 & 3) to rezone the land from B5
Business Development to part B4 Mixed Use and part RE1 Public Recreation (10,000.00m²) of a
varying building height of 28m to 126m resulting in a potential of 3,250 residential units and
about 14,000m² of employment space. Also, TfNSW support in principal and a satisfactory
arrangement to provide the necessary road modifications in support of the development (TfNSW
letters attachments 4 & 5) were achieved. Other government agencies and stake holders
responded favourably.
Council staff reported the application to council regarding the VPA Offer AND Planning Proposal
on the 11th May 2015 (Attachments 6 & 7) which resulted in an altered Gateway Determination
by Planning & Environment dated 24th September 2015 (attachment 3). The council then
proceeded to exhibit the Planning Proposal from 5th December 2015 until 12th February 2016
resulting in minimal objections (2 objectors with irrelevant matters).
On 13th April 2016 we met with the Lord Mayor, interested councillors, Ms Sue Weatherly
(Planning Director) and Mr Greg Dyer (CEO) to discuss a way forward, Ms Weatherley informed us
that all issues were addressed and she will finalise a report for council determination up on
receipt of a reply by TfNSW (attachment 8). A further meeting took place on 29th April 2016with
the Lord Mayor ward councillors and our consultants to request the Planning Proposal be
considered by council and allow the applicant to negotiate a further VPA with TfNSW via Planning
& Environment post council determination and prior to gazettal as per agreement with TfNSW
letter dated 15th April 2015 (attachment 5). In that meeting I understand councillors formally
advised the CEO to report the Planning Proposal to council meeting in late May 2016,
unfortunately council was sacked and I understand council since May 2016 were unwilling to
progress the application until such time a response is received from TfNSW.
We have since April 2016 in consultation with TfNSW successfully completed traffic modelling and
design , comprehensive traffic report and a peer review report, these reports are now submitted
to TfNSW and council. Unfortunately TfNSW is very slow in responding and difficult to acquire
answers or directions from on what and when we are likely to get a determination.
This is a major project with a potential gross realisation of $2.5 Billion with a major impact on
our business’s well being.
I am seeking your support to help achieve a determination by TfNSW in the near future.
Thank you so much for your kind considerations.
Best Regards
Charlie Demian

Mob:
PH: 02 88 300 400
FAX: 02 88 300 499
L2/7 Charles Street,
Parramatta NSW 2150
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Re: 181 James Ruse Drive, Camellia
From:
To:
Date:

Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Clementine Julian <clementine.julian@minister.nsw.gov.au>
Thu, 17 Nov 2016 11:53:17 +1100

��
Sent from my iPhone
On 17 Nov. 2016, at 11:35 am, Clementine Julian <Clementine.Julian@minister.nsw.gov.au> wrote:

Thanks Daryl – yes looking into
From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Thursday, 17 November 2016 7:18 AM
To: Clementine Julian
Subject: FW: Re: 181 James Ruse Drive, Camellia

Girlfriend , here’s the letter and correspondence explaining the problem , can you please try to
get this important project moving asap . call me or come up if something is unclear , regards
daryl
From: Charlie Demian [mailto:c.demian@demian.com.au]
Sent: Wednesday, 16 November 2016 6:41 PM
To: Daryl Maguire
Subject: FW: Re: 181 James Ruse Drive, Camellia

2nd email
Attachments.
Regards
Charlie Demian

<image001.jpg>
PH: 02 88 300 400
FAX: 02 88 300 499
L2/7 Charles Street,
Parramatta NSW 2150
From: Charlie Demian
Sent: Wednesday, 16 November 2016 5:57 PM
To: 'daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov'
Subject: Re: 181 James Ruse Drive, Camellia

Dear Mr Maguire,
RE: 181 James Ruse Drive Camellia
As you may be aware the project referred to above used to be the Hardy Manufacturing Plant
and has not being occupied since its closure due to heavy contamination status.
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We have over the past 5 years undertaken numerous investigations to satisfy the EPA, achieving
an Environmental Protection Licence (attachment 1) to remediate the site based on our final
Remedial Action Plans and Site Audit Statements.
And since, we have undertaken further investigations of the foreshore land owned by RMS and
Council as we offered to remediate public land as part of our VPA offer with council.
The Planning Proposal was submitted to council on the 19th October 2012 and attained two
Planning & Environment gateway determinations (attachments 2 & 3) to rezone the land from B5
Business Development to part B4 Mixed Use and part RE1 Public Recreation (10,000.00m²) of a
varying building height of 28m to 126m resulting in a potential of 3,250 residential units and
about 14,000m² of employment space. Also, TfNSW support in principal and a satisfactory
arrangement to provide the necessary road modifications in support of the development (TfNSW
letters attachments 4 & 5) were achieved. Other government agencies and stake holders
responded favourably.
Council staff reported the application to council regarding the VPA Offer AND Planning Proposal
on the 11th May 2015 (Attachments 6 & 7) which resulted in an altered Gateway Determination
by Planning & Environment dated 24th September 2015 (attachment 3). The council then
proceeded to exhibit the Planning Proposal from 5th December 2015 until 12th February 2016
resulting in minimal objections (2 objectors with irrelevant matters).
On 13th April 2016 we met with the Lord Mayor, interested councillors, Ms Sue Weatherly
(Planning Director) and Mr Greg Dyer (CEO) to discuss a way forward, Ms Weatherley informed us
that all issues were addressed and she will finalise a report for council determination up on
receipt of a reply by TfNSW (attachment 8). A further meeting took place on 29th April 2016with
the Lord Mayor ward councillors and our consultants to request the Planning Proposal be
considered by council and allow the applicant to negotiate a further VPA with TfNSW via Planning
& Environment post council determination and prior to gazettal as per agreement with TfNSW
letter dated 15th April 2015 (attachment 5). In that meeting I understand councillors formally
advised the CEO to report the Planning Proposal to council meeting in late May 2016,
unfortunately council was sacked and I understand council since May 2016 were unwilling to
progress the application until such time a response is received from TfNSW.
We have since April 2016 in consultation with TfNSW successfully completed traffic modelling and
design , comprehensive traffic report and a peer review report, these reports are now submitted
to TfNSW and council. Unfortunately TfNSW is very slow in responding and difficult to acquire
answers or directions from on what and when we are likely to get a determination.
This is a major project with a potential gross realisation of $2.5 Billion with a major impact on
our business’s well being.
I am seeking your support to help achieve a determination by TfNSW in the near future.
Thank you so much for your kind considerations.
Best Regards
Charlie Demian

<image001.jpg>
Mob:
PH: 02 88 300 400
FAX: 02 88 300 499
L2/7 Charles Street,
Parramatta NSW 2150
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RE: 181 James Ruse Drive, Camellia
From:
To:
Date:

Reg Fisk <reg.fisk@minister.nsw.gov.au>
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Wed, 21 Dec 2016 10:11:54 +1100

Dear Daryl
Am chasing now.
Reg.
From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Wednesday, 21 December 2016 9:42 AM
To: Reg Fisk
Subject: Fwd: 181 James Ruse Drive, Camellia

Reg who is following up ? As Clem is away
Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: Clementine Julian <Clementine.Julian@minister.nsw.gov.au>
Date: 17 November 2016 at 11:35:41 am AEDT
To: 'Daryl Maguire' <Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Subject: RE: Re: 181 James Ruse Drive, Camellia
Thanks Daryl – yes looking into
From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Thursday, 17 November 2016 7:18 AM
To: Clementine Julian
Subject: FW: Re: 181 James Ruse Drive, Camellia

Girlfriend , here’s the letter and correspondence explaining the problem , can you please try
to get this important project moving asap . call me or come up if something is unclear ,
regards daryl
From: Charlie Demian [mailto:c.demian@demian.com.au]
Sent: Wednesday, 16 November 2016 6:41 PM
To: Daryl Maguire
Subject: FW: Re: 181 James Ruse Drive, Camellia

2nd email
Attachments.
Regards
Charlie Demian

PH: 02 88 300 400
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FAX: 02 88 300 499
L2/7 Charles Street,
Parramatta NSW 2150
From: Charlie Demian
Sent: Wednesday, 16 November 2016 5:57 PM
To: 'daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov'
Subject: Re: 181 James Ruse Drive, Camellia

Dear Mr Maguire,
RE: 181 James Ruse Drive Camellia
As you may be aware the project referred to above used to be the Hardy Manufacturing
Plant and has not being occupied since its closure due to heavy contamination status.
We have over the past 5 years undertaken numerous investigations to satisfy the EPA,
achieving an Environmental Protection Licence (attachment 1) to remediate the site based on
our final Remedial Action Plans and Site Audit Statements.
And since, we have undertaken further investigations of the foreshore land owned by RMS
and Council as we offered to remediate public land as part of our VPA offer with council.
The Planning Proposal was submitted to council on the 19th October 2012 and attained two
Planning & Environment gateway determinations (attachments 2 & 3) to rezone the land
from B5 Business Development to part B4 Mixed Use and part RE1 Public Recreation
(10,000.00m²) of a varying building height of 28m to 126m resulting in a potential of 3,250
residential units and about 14,000m² of employment space. Also, TfNSW support in
principal and a satisfactory arrangement to provide the necessary road modifications in
support of the development (TfNSW letters attachments 4 & 5) were achieved. Other
government agencies and stake holders responded favourably.
Council staff reported the application to council regarding the VPA Offer AND Planning
Proposal on the 11th May 2015 (Attachments 6 & 7) which resulted in an altered Gateway
Determination by Planning & Environment dated 24th September 2015 (attachment 3). The
council then proceeded to exhibit the Planning Proposal from 5th December 2015 until 12th
February 2016 resulting in minimal objections (2 objectors with irrelevant matters).
On 13th April 2016 we met with the Lord Mayor, interested councillors, Ms Sue Weatherly
(Planning Director) and Mr Greg Dyer (CEO) to discuss a way forward, Ms Weatherley
informed us that all issues were addressed and she will finalise a report for council
determination up on receipt of a reply by TfNSW (attachment 8). A further meeting took
place on 29th April 2016with the Lord Mayor ward councillors and our consultants to request
the Planning Proposal be considered by council and allow the applicant to negotiate a
further VPA with TfNSW via Planning & Environment post council determination and prior to
gazettal as per agreement with TfNSW letter dated 15th April 2015 (attachment 5). In that
meeting I understand councillors formally advised the CEO to report the Planning Proposal to
council meeting in late May 2016, unfortunately council was sacked and I understand council
since May 2016 were unwilling to progress the application until such time a response is
received from TfNSW.
We have since April 2016 in consultation with TfNSW successfully completed traffic modelling
and design , comprehensive traffic report and a peer review report, these reports are now
submitted to TfNSW and council. Unfortunately TfNSW is very slow in responding and
difficult to acquire answers or directions from on what and when we are likely to get a
determination.
This is a major project with a potential gross realisation of $2.5 Billion with a major impact
on our business’s well being.
I am seeking your support to help achieve a determination by TfNSW in the near future.
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Thank you so much for your kind considerations.
Best Regards
Charlie Demian

Mob:
PH: 02 88 300 400
FAX: 02 88 300 499
L2/7 Charles Street,
Parramatta NSW 2150
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181 James Ruse Drive, Camellia
From:
To:
Date:

Reg Fisk <reg.fisk@minister.nsw.gov.au>
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Wed, 18 Jan 2017 10:05:40 +1100

Dear Daryl
The wheels of the bureaucracy move s-l-o-w-l-y. I asked for an update in December and got the
below yesterday afternoon after I chased the second time yesterday. Note that there are shared
responsibilities under the structure and, RMS advice, based on its legal obligations under the Roads
Act, has to be approved by TfNSW.
Hi Reg
Our Land Use team have drafted a letter to the developer. That draft is currently with TfNSW and
PLR team to ensure they are OK with the content.
Regards
Alison
I will keep chasing until something pops out at the end of the sausage machine!
Regards,

Reg. Fisk
Principal Adviser
Office of the Minister for Roads, Maritime and Freight
_______________________________________
Email
Tel:
Fax:

Reg.Fisk@minister.nsw.gov.au
02 8574 5500
02 8574 5501

This message is intended for the addressee named and may contain confidential information. If you are not the intended
recipient, please delete it and notify the sender. Views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender, and are
not necessarily those of the office of the Premier.
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Re: 181 James Ruse Drive, Camellia
From:
To:
Date:

Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Reg Fisk <reg.fisk@minister.nsw.gov.au>
Wed, 18 Jan 2017 10:47:29 +1100

Mate keep pushing ask TFNsw minister to get it done PLO there in Andrews office may help
Sent from my iPhone
On 18 Jan. 2017, at 10:05 am, Reg Fisk <Reg.Fisk@minister.nsw.gov.au> wrote:

Dear Daryl
The wheels of the bureaucracy move s-l-o-w-l-y. I asked for an update in December and got the
below yesterday afternoon after I chased the second time yesterday. Note that there are shared
responsibilities under the structure and, RMS advice, based on its legal obligations under the
Roads Act, has to be approved by TfNSW.
Hi Reg
Our Land Use team have drafted a letter to the developer. That draft is currently with TfNSW and
PLR team to ensure they are OK with the content.
Regards
Alison
I will keep chasing until something pops out at the end of the sausage machine!
Regards,

Reg. Fisk
Principal Adviser
Office of the Minister for Roads, Maritime and Freight
_______________________________________
Email
Tel:
Fax:

Reg.Fisk@minister.nsw.gov.au
02 8574 5500
02 8574 5501

<image001.png>
This message is intended for the addressee named and may contain confidential information. If you are not the intended
recipient, please delete it and notify the sender. Views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender, and are
not necessarily those of the office of the Premier.

Volume 27

612

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT
08b4446e-6678-4246-90c5-6237c5812fbb

E17-0144-2-4-PR-0001

181 James Ruse Drive, Camellia
From:
To:
Date:

Reg Fisk <reg.fisk@minister.nsw.gov.au>
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Fri, 20 Jan 2017 11:45:55 +1100

Dear Daryl
I have had a further discussion with RMS in relation to a rezoning and redevelopment proposal at this site.
I am advised that the lead for consideration of this Priority Precinct is Department of Planning and Environment (DPE) and that the
Transport cluster is working with the DPE on the infrastructure requirements that are needed for the future exhibition of land-use and
infrastructure strategy for this priority precinct that features in the Draft Central West District Plan currently on exhibition.
Approval for redevelopment within this priority precinct will be informed by the overall infrastructure needs for the Greater
Parramatta and Olympic Peninsula See p 3 of the Draft West Central District Plan) which includes the future functionality of the roads
network including James Ruse Drive as part of the Parramatta ring roads system and, also, the future design of the Parramatta light
rail crossing of James Ruse Drive.
The Below is copied from the Department of Planning and Environment’s website and, I have highlighted the next steps section and
coloured the reference to future studies which references their (DPE) expected time frame.

Camellia
Introduction
We are working with local councils and communities to look at opportunities for new jobs, homes and community facilities close to
transport links and the Parramatta CBD.
The Department and the City of Parramatta Council have developed a Land Use and Infrastructure Strategy for the Camellia Precinct,
which will help to revitalise the area and make it a great place to live.
The strategy considers:

How to get involved
Community input is an important part of the planning process.
The public exhibition of the Land Use and Infrastructure Strategy closed on 18 September 2015 . We would like to thank
everyone who completed the online survey or provided feedback. You can view the Camellia Precinct Land Use and Infrastructure
Strategy Consultation Report here .

Next Steps
We will review and consider all issues raised in the submissions to the exhibition as part of preparing the more detailed rezoning
proposal to go on public exhibition in mid-2017.
The rezoning will be informed by further technical studies that will look at the infrastructure needed to support local transport and
access, open space, community facilities and public amenity improvements .

Regards,
Reg. Fisk
Principal Adviser
Office of the Minister for Roads, Maritime and Freight
_______________________________________
Email
Tel:
Fax:

Reg.Fisk@minister.nsw.gov.au
02 8574 5500
02 8574 5501
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181 James Ruse Drive, Camellia
From:
To:
Date:

Reg Fisk <reg.fisk@minister.nsw.gov.au>
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Fri, 20 Jan 2017 11:45:55 +1100

Dear Daryl
I have had a further discussion with RMS in relation to a rezoning and redevelopment proposal at this site.
I am advised that the lead for consideration of this Priority Precinct is Department of Planning and Environment (DPE) and that the
Transport cluster is working with the DPE on the infrastructure requirements that are needed for the future exhibition of land-use and
infrastructure strategy for this priority precinct that features in the Draft Central West District Plan currently on exhibition.
Approval for redevelopment within this priority precinct will be informed by the overall infrastructure needs for the Greater
Parramatta and Olympic Peninsula See p 3 of the Draft West Central District Plan) which includes the future functionality of the roads
network including James Ruse Drive as part of the Parramatta ring roads system and, also, the future design of the Parramatta light
rail crossing of James Ruse Drive.
The Below is copied from the Department of Planning and Environment’s website and, I have highlighted the next steps section and
coloured the reference to future studies which references their (DPE) expected time frame.

Camellia
Introduction
We are working with local councils and communities to look at opportunities for new jobs, homes and community facilities close to
transport links and the Parramatta CBD.
The Department and the City of Parramatta Council have developed a Land Use and Infrastructure Strategy for the Camellia Precinct,
which will help to revitalise the area and make it a great place to live.
The strategy considers:

How to get involved
Community input is an important part of the planning process.
The public exhibition of the Land Use and Infrastructure Strategy closed on 18 September 2015 . We would like to thank
everyone who completed the online survey or provided feedback. You can view the Camellia Precinct Land Use and Infrastructure
Strategy Consultation Report here .

Next Steps
We will review and consider all issues raised in the submissions to the exhibition as part of preparing the more detailed rezoning
proposal to go on public exhibition in mid-2017.
The rezoning will be informed by further technical studies that will look at the infrastructure needed to support local transport and
access, open space, community facilities and public amenity improvements .

Regards,
Reg. Fisk
Principal Adviser
Office of the Minister for Roads, Maritime and Freight
_______________________________________
Email
Tel:
Fax:

Reg.Fisk@minister.nsw.gov.au
02 8574 5500
02 8574 5501
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Fwd: 181 James Ruse Drive, Camellia
From:
To:
Cc:
Bcc:
Date:
Attachments:

Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
"reg.fisk@minister.nsw.gov.au" <reg.fisk@minister.nsw.gov.au>
Adriana Lions <adriana.lions@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Charlie Demian <c.demian@demian.com.au>
Mon, 23 Jan 2017 12:05:01 +1100
image002.jpg (2.07 kB); image001.jpg (56.1 kB); image002.png (250 bytes)

Hi Reg , this needs to happen can you or a PLO arrange meetings ASAP , the response they gave was typical BS , I will have my office follow
up with you today , kind regards Daryl
Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: Charlie Demian <c.demian@demian.com.au>
Date: 23 January 2017 at 11:43:09 am AEDT
To: Daryl Maguire <Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Subject: RE: 181 James Ruse Drive, Camellia

Hi Daryl,
Happy new year;
And thanks again for assisting in this important project.
I have worked on this project for the past 8 years and completed over a 100 reports and investigations/community consultations. The
majority of the local community support this project, from memory council has only ever received 2 objections. There was a satisfactory
arrangement achieved with RMS in April of 2015 and further, a clear direction from the Department Of Planning (gateway
Determinations) that this project may proceed prior to completion of investigations for the Eastern Area of Camellia. The Eastern side
which is divided by the railway corridor (Carlingford Line) will take years to resolve Traffic & Environmental issues such as Asbestos &
Chromium Metals.
Hence, I am not asking for an approval at this stage, I am requesting a satisfactory arrangement in a dual approach where our project is
assessed on existing infrastructure and may be upgraded in due course should the future local road network not be suitable at our cost.
We have been going in this viscous circle for 3 years and have expanded some serious money on surveys, modelling and traffic outcomes
directed by RMS & Transport.
The only way forward is to meet with senior RMS and Transport personal to achieve an outcome based on an arrangement with RMS,
Transport & Department Of Planning & Infrastructure to resolve an acceptable outcome for the development “access” based on existing
Road Networks and vis a VPA secure a monetary sum to underwrite any future road network changes affecting access for this
development that may require modifications.
Any ideas where to next?

Regards
Charlie Demian

PH: 02 88 300 400
FAX: 02 88 300 499
L2/7 Charles Street,
Parramatta NSW 2150

From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Sunday, 22 January 2017 7:26 AM
To: Charlie Demian <c.demian@demian.com.au>
Subject: Fwd: 181 James Ruse Drive, Camellia

Sent from my iPad
Begin forwarded message:
From: Reg Fisk <Reg.Fisk@minister.nsw.gov.au>
Date: 20 January 2017 11:45:55 am AEDT
To: Daryl Maguire <Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Subject: 181 James Ruse Drive, Camellia
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Dear Daryl
I have had a further discussion with RMS in relation to a rezoning and redevelopment proposal at this site.
I am advised that the lead for consideration of this Priority Precinct is Department of Planning and Environment (DPE) and that the
Transport cluster is working with the DPE on the infrastructure requirements that are needed for the future exhibition of land-use
and infrastructure strategy for this priority precinct that features in the Draft Central West District Plan currently on exhibition.
Approval for redevelopment within this priority precinct will be informed by the overall infrastructure needs for the Greater
Parramatta and Olympic Peninsula See p 3 of the Draft West Central District Plan) which includes the future functionality of the
roads network including James Ruse Drive as part of the Parramatta ring roads system and, also, the future design of the Parramatta
light rail crossing of James Ruse Drive.
The Below is copied from the Department of Planning and Environment’s website and, I have highlighted the next steps section and
coloured the reference to future studies which references their (DPE) expected time frame.

Camellia
Introduction
We are working with local councils and communities to look at opportunities for new jobs, homes and community facilities close to
transport links and the Parramatta CBD.
The Department and the City of Parramatta Council have developed a Land Use and Infrastructure Strategy for the Camellia
Precinct, which will help to revitalise the area and make it a great place to live.
The strategy considers:
camellia_strategy_infographic_834x317

How to get involved
Community input is an important part of the planning process.
The public exhibition of the Land Use and Infrastructure Strategy closed on 18 September 2015 . We would like to thank
everyone who completed the online survey or provided feedback. You can view the Camellia Precinct Land Use and Infrastructure
Strategy Consultation Report here .

Next Steps
We will review and consider all issues raised in the submissions to the exhibition as part of preparing the more detailed rezoning
proposal to go on public exhibition in mid-2017.
The rezoning will be informed by further technical studies that will look at the infrastructure needed to support local transport and
access, open space, community facilities and public amenity improvements .

Regards,
Reg. Fisk
Principal Adviser
Office of the Minister for Roads, Maritime and Freight
_______________________________________
Email
Tel:
Fax:

Reg.Fisk@minister.nsw.gov.au
02 8574 5500
02 8574 5501

Description: NSW NOW
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FW: 181 James Ruse Drive, Camellia
From:
To:
Cc:
Date:

Reg Fisk <reg.fisk@minister.nsw.gov.au>
Adriana Lions <adriana.lions@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Siobhan McCarthy <siobhan.mccarthy@minister.nsw.gov.au>
Mon, 23 Jan 2017 16:18:38 +1100

Dear Adriana
As discussed.
Note that the time line is set by DPE and I understand that Camellia and the Greater Parramatta and Olympic Peninsula is the first
Collaboration area identified in Greater Sydney by the Greater Sydney Commission (see also details in 3.2.1 on pps 41-42 of the draft
West Central District Plan from the Greater Sydney Commission, available on its website).
Regards,
Reg. Fisk
From: Reg Fisk
Sent: Friday, 20 January 2017 11:46 AM
To: 'Daryl Maguire'
Subject: 181 James Ruse Drive, Camellia

Dear Daryl
I have had a further discussion with RMS in relation to a rezoning and redevelopment proposal at this site.
I am advised that the lead for consideration of this Priority Precinct is Department of Planning and Environment (DPE) and that the
Transport cluster is working with the DPE on the infrastructure requirements that are needed for the future exhibition of land-use and
infrastructure strategy for this priority precinct that features in the Draft Central West District Plan currently on exhibition.
Approval for redevelopment within this priority precinct will be informed by the overall infrastructure needs for the Greater
Parramatta and Olympic Peninsula See p 3 of the Draft West Central District Plan) which includes the future functionality of the roads
network including James Ruse Drive as part of the Parramatta ring roads system and, also, the future design of the Parramatta light
rail crossing of James Ruse Drive.
The Below is copied from the Department of Planning and Environment’s website and, I have highlighted the next steps section and
coloured the reference to future studies which references their (DPE) expected time frame.

Camellia
Introduction
We are working with local councils and communities to look at opportunities for new jobs, homes and community facilities close to
transport links and the Parramatta CBD.
The Department and the City of Parramatta Council have developed a Land Use and Infrastructure Strategy for the Camellia Precinct,
which will help to revitalise the area and make it a great place to live.
The strategy considers:

How to get involved
Community input is an important part of the planning process.
The public exhibition of the Land Use and Infrastructure Strategy closed on 18 September 2015 . We would like to thank
everyone who completed the online survey or provided feedback. You can view the Camellia Precinct Land Use and Infrastructure
Strategy Consultation Report here .
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Next Steps
We will review and consider all issues raised in the submissions to the exhibition as part of preparing the more detailed rezoning
proposal to go on public exhibition in mid-2017.
The rezoning will be informed by further technical studies that will look at the infrastructure needed to support local transport and
access, open space, community facilities and public amenity improvements .

Regards,
Reg. Fisk
Principal Adviser
Office of the Minister for Roads, Maritime and Freight
_______________________________________
Email
Tel:
Fax:

Reg.Fisk@minister.nsw.gov.au
02 8574 5500
02 8574 5501

This message is intended for the addressee named and may contain confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient, please delete it and notify the sender.
Views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender, and are not necessarily those of the office of the Premier.
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Camellia
From:
To:
Date:

Reg Fisk <reg.fisk@minister.nsw.gov.au>
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Tue, 24 Jan 2017 11:59:59 +1100

Dear Daryl
As discussed last night, the Greater Sydney Commission District Commissioner for the West
Central District, which covers Camellia, is Professor Ed Blakely (see below). I have also included
the GSC contact details at the foot.

District Commissioner – West Central

Professor Edward Blakely
Professor Edward Blakely is Honorary Professor of Urban Policy at the University of
Sydney’s United States Studies Centre and the Chairman of the Future Cities
Collaborative. Professor Blakely is an internationally recognised leader in urban
economic development and has been directly involved in strategic planning, financing
and real estate development and project management for more than 30 years. He
serves on several corporate boards including LandVision Development Corporation,
a multi-million dollar real estate development firm.
Professor Blakely is also well known for his work in metropolitan and regional planning
throughout New South Wales, Queensland, Victoria and Western Australia, as well as
with numerous international agencies including the World Bank.
He serves on the National Academy of Sciences Panel on Urban Development and
Transportation in the United States. He is co-evaluator of the national urban
sustainability strategy of Chile from 2014 – 2018.
Go to the West Central District page
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Contact
Greater Sydney Commission
PO Box 257 Parramatta 2124
info@gsc.nsw.gov.au
Phone: 02 8289 6200
If you have a question or would like to provide your feedback, please contact us at:
engagement@gsc.nsw.gov.au or on 1800 617 681.

Media Contact:
Peter Scott 0466 499 352
Follow us on:
Facebook: facebook.com/greatersydneycommission
Twitter: #greatersydney twitter.com/gscsydney
LinkedIn: linkedin.com/company/greater-sydney-commission
Instagram: instagram.com/greatersydneycommission

Regards,
Reg. Fisk
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INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION

5

RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN SENIOR INVESTIGATOR PAUL
GRAINGER AND CHIEF INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX OF THE INDEPENDENT
COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION AND MARK FLEMING AT 14 FORGE
STREET, EAST WAGGA WAGGA ON 13 DECEMBER, 2018.
TIME:

2:10PM

PRESENT:

SENIOR INVESTIGATOR PAUL GRAINGER
CHIEF INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX
MARK FLEMING

GRAINGER:

This is an electronic record of interview between Paul Grainger and
Mr Mark Fleming. Today is the 13th of December, 2018. The time is
now 2.10pm in the afternoon, and we're currently at 14 Forge Street,
East Wagga Wagga. There's two people other than myself present. Can
I ask you to state your name for voice ID, please. Yeah, mate.

FLEMING:

Mark Fleming.

GRAINGER:

Tim?

FOX:

Tim Fox.

GRAINGER:

Mark, are you happy to have your voice recorded?

FLEMING:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. Can you give me your full name, please.

FLEMING:

Mark Austin Fleming.

GRAINGER:

Your residential address?

FLEMING:

Is

GRAINGER:

And -

FLEMING:

- 2650.

GRAINGER:

- your best contact number, Mark.
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, Wagga Wagga -

FLEMING:
GRAINGER:

35

Volume 27

Mark, I - I need to tell you something, and just related to the part of the
legislation we work under. Under the Act, it creates a criminal offence if
you wilfully make a false or misleading statement to a commission
officer. Anything you tell us today has to be true. If you don't want to
answer something or don't know, just tell us that -
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FLEMING:

OK.

GRAINGER:

- OK? Aright. Thank you. Tim and I are both Commission officers sothe questions we ask today are part of our function, so again if there's
something you don't know, just tell us you don't know.

FLEMING:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Just so you understand the full context of this, the Commission's
conducting an investigation into the former member for Wagga Wagga,
Mr Daryl Maguire, and that allegation is since 2012, Mr Maguire has
potentially engaged in conduct involving a breach of the public trust - or
using his public office involving his duties as a member of the New
South Wales Parliament, and the use of parliamentary resources to
improperly gain a benefit of himself, a company by the name of G8way
International, and any associated persons. Mark, your company is called so, you own a number of companies, I, I understand.

FLEMING:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Yes. And one of those companies is ICG Construction?

FLEMING:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Which is - it’s ICG Wagga Wagga Pty Ltd.

FLEMING:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Can you just briefly explain the corporate - sort of - structure for me?

FLEMING:

Yep. OK. Well, this is a holding company, that sits at the top -

GRAINGER:

Yep.

FLEMING:

- and then there's Wagga - ICG Wagga, which is the trading entity. The
holding company, really, that's where some of our assets sit, like
scaffold, and site sheds, and all that sort of stuff; and then, there's another
company called ICG Fleming, which is a hydraulics fire
service - building
services
type
company,
and
Wagga
PlastaMaster Pty Ltd., which is a dry wall plastering retail - or trade outlet, and we also do fixing as well; so, it's - they, they all - they're three
separate entities.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FLEMING:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So, there's -

FLEMING:

Different companies.

GRAINGER:

Yep. A company called ICG Construction, does that actually exist?

FLEMING:

That's just a trading name.
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GRAINGER:

A trading name?

FLEMING:

That is what ICG Wagga is.

GRAINGER:

OK. So -

FLEMING:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- the corporate entity is ICG -

FLEMING:

Yeah, Wagga.

GRAINGER:

- Wagga, but trades as ICG -

FLEMING:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- Construction?

FLEMING:

That's it.

GRAINGER:

So, in relation to that company, are you the sole shareholder?

FLEMING:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Yep. Has that always been the case?

FLEMING:

No.

GRAINGER:

So, what's the case previously?

FLEMING:

When, when it first started, this is - sort of - I'm only talking roughly
here, right?

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

FLEMING:

I can't give you the exact -

GRAINGER:

That's fine.

FLEMING:

- years -

GRAINGER:

To the -

FLEMING:

- but -

GRAINGER:

- best -

FLEMING:

- say -

GRAINGER:

- of -

FLEMING:

- 12 -

GRAINGER:

- your memory.
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FLEMING:

- years ago, there was three partners, which was the Duck brothers, Nash
brothers, and Fleming. Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FLEMING:

So, we started it, and we traded along for quite a few years, and then, as
they got older, the - those two partners, they wanted to get out, so, they
sold their shares - some staff bought some shares at that time - and Alan
Eldridge actually bought some of the shares off Colin Duff. Yep. So
that's how he got involved in the company.

GRAINGER:

So, Alan Eldridge was a shareholder in the company?

FLEMING:

He was at some stage, yep.

GRAINGER:

And started off - how long, long did that go for?

FLEMING:

That would've been, probably about - as a shareholder - probably about
18 months.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FLEMING:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So, can you give me a rough indication when that finished?

FLEMING:

That would've finished 2 years ago. Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. And so, 2 years ago - 18 months prior to that - he was a
shareholder or something so, it would make -

FLEMING:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- it about '16, 2015, mid-2014.

FLEMING:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Is that about right?

FLEMING:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And what - other than being a shareholder - what activities did
Mr Eldridge do for the company?

FLEMING:

Well, he - before he started, he actually sat on the board for
about - maybe - 12 months, but he wasn't employed - or received any
money at that time, and he bought the shareholding off Colin when
he - sort of - retired, so - yeah.

GRAINGER:

So - and what function did he sit to the board? As a non-executive
member?

FLEMING:

Non-executive, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. And -
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FLEMING:

He wasn't a Chairman or anything like that; he was just a - yeah - a
non-executive -

GRAINGER:

Member.

FLEMING:

- position.

GRAINGER:

Did he - did he do any book work for you or anything like that?
Accounting work or things (UNINTELLIGIBLE)?

FLEMING:

At that time, he didn't, but when he actually bought the shares, he did
become a general manager for a while - yeah - and that's when things
started to get a bit hairy, and that's when we parted companies, so -

GRAINGER:

OK.

FLEMING:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So, he, he – I understand -

FLEMING:

Little leaky.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

FOX:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Well, he's definitely have.

FOX:

Well you’ve got the buckets in the right place

FLEMING:

(Laughs) Yeah.

GRAINGER:

The, the, the term "general manager" used - is that the whole group?

FLEMING:

Nup. Only for the construction -

GRAINGER:

Construction company?

FLEMING:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So the -

FLEMING:

Yep. We never ever parted any of the other -

GRAINGER:

All right.

FLEMING:

- entities. Yep.

GRAINGER:

So, his, his role was to oversee the day-to-day operations of, of
ICG Constructions?

FLEMING:

It was for a while, yeah. Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FLEMING:

And that would've been a maximum of, probably about 8 months, I'd say.
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GRAINGER:

OK.

FLEMING:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Alright. And we understand that that business arrangement has since
dissolved?

FLEMING:

Yes. 2 years ago, yep.

GRAINGER:

And Mr Eldridge has no further interest in -

FLEMING:

Nuh.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FLEMING:

No shares, no - yep. I bought his shares.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

FLEMING:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, so, prior to us attending your office today to do this
interview, I've sent you a copy of a document the Commission had
located, and you had a look at that document?

FLEMING:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- and you indicated to me that you'd never seen that document -

FLEMING:

Never -

GRAINGER:

- before.

FLEMING:

- ever seen it before. Yep.

GRAINGER:

So, we'll just - I'll formally show it to you again -

FLEMING:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- to confirm that.
This is Commission document reference,
D-1-0-5-1-7-0-0-1. Let’s have a look, yep, that’s for you, thank you.

FLEMING:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK?

FLEMING:

I've never ever seen that document before.

GRAINGER:

I think - the last page of the document - there is a, a signature.

FLEMING:

That looks like - is that the same one there or - I don't know, I might’ve,
handwriting-

GRAINGER:

You don't - you don't recognise that signature?

FLEMING:

I don't recognise the signature.
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GRAINGER:

OK.

FLEMING:

Nope.

GRAINGER:

So, if you look at that document - the last page -

FLEMING:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- it's dated the 17th of the 4 - 6th -

FLEMING:

Four -

GRAINGER:

- 2014.

FLEMING:

'14. Yep.

GRAINGER:

It seems to be the signature page for a document that relates to the
employment of - sorry - a visa application for a person - name of
Yueming Hao -

FLEMING:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- which is - which is signed in June 2014.

FLEMING:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

The, the first page of the document - first number of pages - are an
employment contract between Tom Zhang and what is identified as party
B as ICG Constructions. So, dealing with each of those - have you ever
employed someone by the name of Tom Zhang?

FLEMING:

Nuh.

GRAINGER:

And you'll see that there's a, a clause 2 on the first page of the
contract - in relation to being paid $80,000.00 in training fees.

FLEMING:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

Have you received 80,000 -

FLEMING:

Nope.

GRAINGER:

- dollars in training fees? And in relation to Yueming Hao, have you ever
employed someone by that -

FLEMING:

Nuh.

GRAINGER:

- name?

FLEMING:

Nope.

GRAINGER:

Now, have you ever had any need to provide - obtain the services of a
Chinese national for something in the company at all?

FLEMING:

Um -
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GRAINGER:

Would you do business with China?

FLEMING:

Well, with - I don't - I don't do business with China. So, we don't - we're
not an international company - like, we don't buy anything direct from
China or - we have had a Chinese estimator - our first one, we - she was
at university, at Charles Sturt, and she worked here for quite a few years
(UNINTELLIBLE) her name, she was a, a, a qualified
(UNINTELLIBLE) she worked here for several years, and then she
moved to Sydney because there was - yeah - with her - with her child,
and then we - another Chinese estimator, which was Stanley Hu, he'd
come from Singapore, but again, he, he was already in Australia, and
he - you know - he's been living here for quite -

GRAINGER:

Yep.

FLEMING:

- some time, and he worked for us for several years as well; but he's
moved on -

GRAINGER:

Yep.

FLEMING:

- to Canberra.

GRAINGER:

So, both of these people that we -

FLEMING:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

I'm not sure whether Tom Zhang is the same person as the one named in
the immigration form - we haven't determined that yet - but, these people
seem to be relating to employment to obtain a certain class of visa -

FLEMING:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- to stay here. Have you ever emplo- sponsored or -

FLEMING:

Nuh.

GRAINGER:

- employed anyone like that at all?

FLEMING:

With PlastaMaster, we have a guy that's on a work visa.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

FLEMING:

Yep. And I can provide you that information -

GRAINGER:

OK.

FLEMING:

- for that. Yep.

GRAINGER:

It's not, any of these -

FLEMING:

Nuh.

GRAINGER:

- people we’re dealing with?

FLEMING:

It's not.
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GRAINGER:

OK.

FLEMING:

Nope. And that's through PlastaMasta.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FLEMING:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Do you know a person - met a person - name of Maggie Wang?

FLEMING:

No.

GRAINGER:

Nope?

FLEMING:

Nope.

GRAINGER:

What about Mr Phil Elliott? Do you know Phil Elliott?

FLEMING:

No.

GRAINGER:

Nope. These documents were later located in the office of one of
Mr Eldridge's company. Having that said that to you, does that help
you - in any way - recall the signature on the document at all? That
looked like someone in the Eldridge company that's -

FLEMING:

Oh, I wouldn't - I can't really - I don't really - well, not a, a guy that -

GRAINGER:

Remember -

FLEMING:

- remembers signature -

GRAINGER:

- stuff like that?

FLEMING:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FLEMING:

But, I can tell you that there's no-one that's ever worked here has got that
signature. Yep.

GRAINGER:

Did you - were you ever told by Mr Eldridge or someone in his
company - there was a proposal to employ someone from Asia
(UNINTELLIBLE)?

FLEMING:

I don't recall ever having a conversation with Alan along those lines.

GRAINGER:

So, was -

FLEMING:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- it only Alan who worked in the company here?

FLEMING:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

(UNINTELLIBLE)
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FLEMING:

Nuh.

GRAINGER:

- none of the sons actually wor-

FLEMING:

No, no. None of his sons were ever involved in the company. They were
looking at buying me out at one stage. That's when Alan and I split up. I
offered to, to go. I wasn't one to stay with him. Either he bought me, me
out or I'd buy him out, and that was the deal, and he was talking to his
sons, and they were thinking about buying me out, but that never
eventuated.

GRAINGER:

Right. OK.

FLEMING:

So -

GRAINGER:

Would, would - and Alan was the, the - running the - general manager of
the company. If he was to employ someone, would that have been run
past you?

FLEMING:

Yeah. It would've been, yeah. It should've, should've been -

GRAINGER:

OK.

FLEMING:

- for sure, yep.

GRAINGER:

So, he nev- did not have carte blanche - sort of -

FLEMING:

No.

GRAINGER:

- able to do what he wanted to do?

FLEMING:

No. Well, we actually - our accounts woman did the accounts as well, so
we knew what was going in and out. We kept -

GRAINGER:

OK.

FLEMING:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

All right. Mark, I've got nothing else to ask you. Do you want to
(UNINTELLIGIBLE)

FOX:

Yeah. I've just got a question. So, how many employees did you have at
the time Eldridge was involved in the company?

FLEMING:

Probably about 10, I'd say - ten, yep.

FOX:

So it's not like you had a huge -

FLEMING:

No.

FOX:

- workforce and you could -

FLEMING:

No.

FOX:

- miss someone?
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FLEMING:

No.

FOX:

Alright. Now, did Alan Eldridge have full access to company records?
So, electronic- he could go on, he could log on - he

FLEMING:

Absolutely, yes.
Yeah. He had full - yeah. He had all our
documentation, yeah. Yeah, he was on the server. Yeah.

FOX:

So, he - was he based here while -

FLEMING:

Yeah.

FOX:

- he was GM -

FLEMING:

He was based here, yep. But -

FOX:

So -

FLEMING:

- he had - a lot of other company stuff that he was doing -

FOX:

Sure.

FLEMING:

- at the same time, but he was based here, yep.

FOX:

And he had a company email account?

FLEMING:

Yes. Yep.

FOX:

So he could have access any records, financial records -

FLEMING:

Yes.

FOX:

Payroll?

FLEMING:

He -

FOX:

Anything?

FLEMING:

He could've, yep.

FOX:

OK.

FLEMING:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Do you - do you still have a backup of his email account at all?

FLEMING:

Yeah. I send it on to - is it Michael?

GRAINGER:

Michael Riashi has it, does he?

FLEMING:

Yeah. He's got all that.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FLEMING:

Yep.
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GRAINGER:

Well, I'll have to look at the, the case that Mr Riashi has received
with - - -

FLEMING:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- if there's anything there. All right. Mark, I've got nothing further to ask
you. Look, thank you for taking your time to - to speak with us. Sorry
we couldn't get to you yesterday, but, time ran out, that's all.

FLEMING:

Yeah, no, that's no problem. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Mark, I'll, I'll finalise the interview now. It's 2.24pm. Do you have any
complaints about the way Tim and I have -

FLEMING:

No.

GRAINGER:

- conducted ourselves at all?

FLEMING:

Nope. No problem.

GRAINGER:

Thank you, Mark. The time - the interview is now concluded.

FLEMING:

Yep.
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RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN CHIEF INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX,
SENIOR INVESTIGATOR PAUL GRAINGER AND STEVEN FOOTE AT LEVEL 7,
255 ELIZABETH SYDNEY ON 31ST MAY, 2019.
TIME:

10:20AM

PRESENT:

PAUL GRAINGER
TIM FOX
STEVEN FOOTE

GRAINGER:

This is an electronic record of interview between Paul Grainger and
Mr Steven Foote. Steven is with a ‘v’, Foote is (spells) F-O-O-T-E.
The date is the 31st of May, 2019 the time by my watch is now
10:20AM. We’re currently at the ICAC offices in Elizabeth Street
Sydney. Other than myself there are two other people present,
Steven can I get you to state your full name please?

FOOTE:

Steven Michael Foote.

GRAINGER:

Tim?

FOX:

Tim Fox.

GRAINGER:

Steven have you consented to have your voice recorded today?

FOOTE:

I have.

GRAINGER:

Thank you. Steven just to adopt some of things I said prior to the
recording commencing. Do you agree that I advised you this is a
voluntary process?

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And do you agree that I advised you that we are not exercising a
coercive power, that is we’re not forcing you to take play – take part
in the interview?

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

You agree that I advised you that under the ICA – ICAC Act it is a
criminal offence to deliberately provide false or misleading
information to an officer of the Commission exercising our function
under the Act, that’s it –

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Yes?

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So anything you tell us today needs to be true and correct to the best
of your knowledge and belief.

FOOTE:

Yes.
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GRAINGER:

Do you al – do you also agree I informed you this interview will
form part of the Commission’s evidentiary holding and it may be
tendered or used by the Commission depending what the
Commission decides to do with this matter?

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay. For the record the Commission is undertaking investigation to
determine whether Mr Daryl Maguire, the former member for
Wagga Wagga utilised his official functions as a Member of
Parliament and resources of Parliament to benefit either himself, a
company known as G8Way International or any other associated
people.

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Steven can I have your date of birth please?

10

FOOTE:
15

GRAINGER:

Your residential address?

FOOTE:

20

25

GRAINGER:

And your best contact number Steven?

FOOTE:

Is mobile

GRAINGER:

Thank you Steven. Now just going back to a company called UWE,
United World Enterprises.

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Were you an employee of that company?

FOOTE:

I was.

GRAINGER:

And for what period of time were you an employee?

FOOTE:

For four years, so I started with UWE in June of 2014 and I resigned
and left in early July of 2018.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And what positions did you hold in the company?

FOOTE:

I held several, I was an Operations Manager initially and then I
moved to General Manager of another company or another business
unit within the company called UWE Hay and then I was promoted
to the Group General Manager of the three entities. There was
United World Enterprises which was a trading entity, UWE Hay
which is the hay export facility based outside Griffith and UWE
Currabubula Station which is cattle station just outside of Tamworth.

GRAINGER:

No UWE as company, who owns the company?

FOOTE:

I believe it’s owned by Jimmy Liu and Freda Feng.

GRAINGER:

And are they husband and wife?

FOOTE:

Yes.
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GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

There is also, as I understand, there is a third party I don’t know who
that is though who has some kind of equity position I don’t know
who that is though.

GRAINGER:

Alright so within the company can you give me an overview of the
managers – management structure how it’s set up?

FOOTE:

Okay so you’ve got managing director is Jimmy Liu, you have – we
excuse – excuse me the Board of Directors when I was there you had
Jimmy Liu as the managing director, Freda Feng the wife as the
Finance Director and then Graham Steer who was again another
Executor Director. There was another gentleman called Paul
Chrimes based in Melbourne, he was a Director however he resigned
in 2015 so there was just the three of them as – yeah in the – in
United World Enterprises.

GRAINGER:

Is – and that’s the overarching company that owns UWE Hay and
Currabubula Stations?

FOOTE:

Currabubula Station yes, however you may or may not know UWE
Hay was tipped into administration in June of last year, and that’s the
reason why I resigned, why I left.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

UWE Currabubula Station actually was sold on Tuesday on the 28th.
So they’ve - they’ve had to move out of that business as well.

GRAINGER:

Okay. You mentioned Graham Steer is – was he a full time
employee?

FOOTE:

No.

GRAINGER:

So what was his role?

FOOTE:

He’s – what is – Director of the – Director of the company.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

FOOTE:

Yeah, he was there again providing – absent, you know, he was – he
was very rarely clear understanding about the directors of the UWE,
you know I gave Graham, you know, several heads up on what I
thought was some concerning things with regards to the accounts
just to giv –as a responsibility as a general manager to another
director. Things that he wasn’t aware of.

GRAINGER:

Okay. I’ll – we’ll get into what these concerns are as we go along.

FOOTE:

Sure.

GRAINGER:

So prior to the company going into administration in 2017 did you
say?

FOOTE:

2018 –

GRAINGER:

‘18?
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FOOTE:

2018.

GRAINGER:

Was there – was the company partially owned Chinese entity?

FOOTE:

The – it’s a bit complicated I need a whiteboard and an easel to
figure this out for you, but Shanghai Dairy Group was a 51% owner
of a – what’s was called UWE Holdings. UWE Holdings owned
UWE Griffith Property which was the hay property facility and then
there was UWE Hay which was the trading entity. Shanghai Dairy
Group 51% oh yeah – they’re - they were the – the state entity who
owned 51% of that. They did not have a representative or an active
representative of the Board on the UWE Hay or Griffith Property
trading entity and that was the, I guess the – and there was a major
shareholders’ feud between the board for UWE Hay and Shanghai
Dairy Group. Shanghai Dairy Groups concerns were how the books
looked. Certainly back when monies were to be deposited into
accounts for the establishment of the facility. SDG would have put in
3.1 million, UWE was to put in 2.9 and SDG was of the
understanding that they never – they never put in anything. They
only had establishment costs to do with you know, getting some civil
works or some civil you know drawings done, some plans sort of
stuff getting done, but Shanghai Dairy Group’s concern was that
there was never the participation from the UWE side of 2.9 million
to go into the total of six million dollars.

GRAINGER:

Okay so how did Shanghai Dairy Group become involved in the
company?

FOOTE:

I have no idea.

GRAINGER:

Was that before you time?

FOOTE:

It was before my time. They were trading – before I started with
UWE in 2014 they had already traded hay in the past as in – it’s an
export hay facility and they already done some trades.

FOX:

And when you say ‘they’ you mean UWE?

FOOTE:

Yes I do.

FOX:

Right.

GRAINGER:

So I’ll just – I’ll just – for the purpose of the interview we’re
interested in predominately UWE Hay, so I’ll just talk about that for
a while. So what does actually UWE Hay do?

FOOTE:

UWE Hay is the – well what it did –

GRAINGER:

Did –

FOOTE:

- okay well it – it established a – it was 12 hectares of land in – just
outside of Griffith on Irrigation Way. It was to export hay, as in buy
from the local farmers, their production, bring it in, put it through a
hay press to cut it, to clean it, to put it through into a exportable
package and then load it into export containers and ship it off to
China.
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GRAINGER:

Okay. So was it particular type of hay – from a layman’s point of
view was it a particular type of hay?

FOOTE:

Oat – oaten – yes it’s oaten hay - oaten hay.

GRAINGER:

What – what’s oaten hay?

FOOTE:

Oaten Hay well you know oats.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

FOOTE:

Oaten Hay is essentially, as far as cattle are concerned it’s like
candy, it actually encourages them to eat. It has nutritional value
such as – it’s called water soluble carbohydrate which is sugar it’s
quite palatable which encourages the cattle to eat when you put into
a feed ration with corn and barley and even lucerne hay and other
additives as well, the more the cow will eat the high level of milk fat
production the more milk. So you go from you know putting in high
level of wa- water soluble carbohydrate for a cattle they will eat –
they’ll eat more and you – you know you put in a high quality hay
they’ll eat more. You’ll go from say twenty five litres a day to thirty
to thirty-five litres a day. The hay process is – ah yeah well that –
that – that’s essentially what it was and then it’s obviously with –
with China, with the population moving away from powdered milk
the melamine scare I think it was 2009 where alot of like sixteen
babies died and a thousand of kids got sick so they wanted to move
away from the milk powder and go towards more fresh milk
production. Two child policy was – was ramped up so again they
needed more fresh inputs and then the ratification between Australia
and China for hay export was – was done in 2011 and then it just an
exponential growth so that’s why the facility was brought in to feed
– feed the demand to China.

GRAINGER:

So is there a large production area around Griffith of this hay?

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Now this – its on Irrigation Way just outside it’s self is it?

FOOTE:

Seventeen ks yeah.

GRAINGER:

And is there anything else in the area where it’s located?

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

What – what’s it part of?

FOOTE:

It’s part of – what’s it called? W – it was called WRIFT it was The
Western Riverina Intermodal Freight Terminal, it’s the acronym.
WRIFT was started by a gentleman called Paul Pearsall who’s the
manager director of a company called Grain Link. Paul acquired the
land and he also has the majority ownership of – or the area there he
has ove – I believe it’s now three hundred and twenty thousand

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

Volume 27

651

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

tonnes worth of – it’s called bunker storage. You know if you go to
the country you see these big mounds of – of grain with tarps over
the top, they’re called bunkers it’s another way to store grain safely
and securely from the weather. So Paul installed a lot of bunkers
there as a – a – it was call – like – like an independent receivables
site. A lot of sites you have like Australian Wheat - AWB GrainFlow
sites, GrainCorp sites, but Paul’s an independent. There are several
independents and he has I think three other sites or two other sites.
One at Carrathool, one at Temora and then this one at – just outside
of Griffith. In addition to that Links Cargo Services, formerly
Patricks, they had been purchasing the la – the – the – twenty five
hectares of land adjacent to the GrainLinks site and adjacent to UWE
Hay site. There they were to move I think Piccoli over in Piccoli
who was the Minister for Murray at the time, I’m not sure how it all
worked, but they basically were given a mandate to move out of
Griffith Council – Griffith city ‘cause the Links or Patrick’s terminal
is right in the city – right on the centre of the city.
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GRAINGER:

Yep.

FOOTE:

There’s obviously, you know, growth and development and there’s a
lot of agriculture and the like there so they needed a – a larger site. I
think Piccoli gave them a bit of a nudge to get out anyways ‘cause
they wanted to use that property development site for other things.
So Links had moved into – had – had been working with Paul
Pearsall who owned the land to buy that, upto twenty five hectares,
to put in a new intermodal terminal.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

They were – yeah, so.

GRAINGER:

Now you mentioned a – Mr Piccoli who was the local Member for
Griffith at the time.

FOOTE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

From my rec – my recollection.

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And I can't remember who took over from Mr Piccoli – my memory
esc – escapes me. So the – where UWE Hay is located is it win –
within that electorate of Griffith is it?

FOOTE:

Yes and – and Adrian had nothing – very little to do with it, nothing
at all really so. I just – yeah.

GRAINGER:

Now how many people were employed at the – the – the property at
–

FOOTE:

At – at the peak I had thirteen people.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

At – on site. And then roughly five at the head – the head office.
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GRAINGER:

Okay so eighteen at – at –

FOOTE:

at the peak.

GRAINGER:

Okay, and what – do they come towards the end of – numbers reduce
or?

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay and so –

FOOTE:

We had – we went from two shifts to one shift. It came down to the
supply of hay, it came down to the inability for the Managing
Director Jimmy Liu who was the – he was the marketer, he was the
one who was doing the selling, he couldn’t sell, he couldn’t give it
away. That comes down to trading though, that’s nothing – nothing
– I don’t think there’s any concerns there. It comes down to inability
based on your – your cost of goods to become competitive. It’s a
volume business you have to be turning over to create efficiencies
across your supply chain and based on – again the – look – we’re
going into a drought –

GRAINGER:

Yep.

FOOTE:

- the domestic price, we’ve all seen this, you’ve all seen the news
with you know, hay moving from South Australia you know on
trucks all the way up to North Queensland and I mean the domestic
hay price went through the roof and we were uncompetitive, we’re in
completely the wrong spot, yeah so we – we basically went from
yeah at our peak thirteen employees on site, we reduced them by five
down to eight. And then slowly based on, you know, again the lack
of activity by the company and then also to the direction from the
Board back in 2018 early we had to let everybody go after we
finished executing contracts. And then that’s when they tipped into
administration.

GRAINGER:

Okay. The – you mentioned before when you discussed Shanghai
Dairy Group now their – the facility we’re talking about from what I
understand you’ve said it was purchased – the land itself where this
is located – purchased partly by Shanghai Dairy Group and partly
by UWE Holdings?

FOOTE:

No.

GRAINGER:

No? Okay.

FOOTE:

It – it – it’s – the contract for the sale of the land was done directly to
United World Enterprises. Yeah and it was done in September of
2014.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

And it took a remarkably long time to settle because of the
subdivision required and it came to a remarkable amount of
incompetency by Paul Pearsall from GrainLink. Putting it all
together he’s not a property developer, he’s a trader and he’s just got
this land he was trying to do it all himself.
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GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

And he had a lot of problems with – with Links Cargo Services,
Patricks, as well as us, as well as the neighbours. You ask him
before who else was on the site there was also the neighbours to
UWE Hay called Weilin Trade. Yeah they’re another company there
they’re a cotton exporter, they have their own land, they manufacture
cotton modules and they compress it and they put it into a export
container, close the doors and send it off to China.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So ultimately what did Shanghai Dairy Group pay for?

FOOTE:

Well they paid – they paid for – the land – the – the – the – the s –
the purchase of the land didn’t settle until, when was it ‘14, I’m
gonna say ah make it 2017 at some point. Or maybe it’s – forgive
me – I’m not – maybe it was twenty – late 2016 is when it settled.
That money wasn’t set aside, it wasn’t put into a trust it was just
something that, to be honest the h – the far – the farmers hay pay for
it.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

I was buying hay and I was converting that into export contracts and
what ended up happening was again based on what – ‘cause I – I
would do a weekly cash flow and I’ll allocate payments based on
shipments going out moneys coming in against a letter of credit and
then discounting from the bank and then having these funds
available to them distribute to my farmers to Links for payments, my
fumigation companies, allocations of staff wages, superannuation all
this sort of stuff is getting set aside, but the land was actually bought
by the – by UWE ‘cause it was contracted to United World
Enterprises not to UWE Hay not to UWE Hay Holdings and it
finally settled after the subdivision was passed. But– so what did
they buy in short? They were participating in a – they never saw any
profits, they never saw any – the – the business was not making
money until – it started to make money in 2017, but the first – their
investment it never made – never made a nickel really over all.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

It was a loser.

GRAINGER:

Was the hay being exported to Shanghai Dairy Group?

FOOTE:

No. They didn’t buy anything. We all –and they were to assist in
managing the marketing and that was part of the deal, I never saw
the actual deal and if – if there was one it all written in Mandarin
anyways or Chinese characters ‘cause I obviously can't read. But
they didn’t – they didn’t do any marketing at all, they did nothing.
We were – we were left holding the baby in the bathwater butpretty
much to do that and that’s when Jimmy Liu stepped into the breach
and he said he’ll- he’ll do all the marketing.

GRAINGER:

Okay, and you indicated that recently UWE has – has sold
Currabubula Station maybe – this week?
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FOOTE:

Yeah just this week.

GRAINGER:

So what does UWE own now do you know?

FOOTE:

Nothing, they own a couple of computers I reckon. They probably
owe money – they owe money on those too.

GRAINGER:

Daryl Maguire, do you know Daryl Maguire?

FOOTE:

I do.

GRAINGER:

Just tell us how you came about meeting Daryl.

FOOTE:

I first met Daryl in October of 2014. I only just started in, as I said
June of 2014. UWE at the time had money I believe in thatthey –
they were quite profitable. He – Jimmy Liu the Managing Director
of UWE crea – had a conference – he – he – he had a – held a
conference in Shanghai. One of the fancy hotels next to the pearl
tower. Daryl was invited along with, I think up to twenty other
delegates from Australia to give a pre – give presentations to invited
guests of United World Enterprises and it was centred around
agriculture, it was centred around property, it was centred around
immigration, it was centred around all this like you know all these –
all these things. I presented at the conference, I met Daryl – to be
honest I didn’t even know who Daryl was, I was talking to him on
the bus one day after the conference had finished. Daryl did not
present at the conference he was just there as a – as a invited
government, you know, credibility for – for Jimmy Liu ‘cause you
know with the Chinese obviously, you know, having you know
friends within the Government it’s currency for them. It – it’s
something that they can – I know this and bah nah bahI know that
and – and that was one thing that Jimmy liked to sort of throw
around is that he’s – he’s got people in high places. We had come
speak, at the time there Michael Clifton who is the – I think he – he –
he’s part of – one of the head honchoes in Beijing for Austrade, but
all he did was a welcome speech. He wasn’t there for anything more
than that. I think he bugged out you know within the – half - half of
the day. It was only a one day conference.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

Yeah as I said and I met Daryl on the bus, I didn’t even know who
he was to be honest. It – we were heading after the conference to go
into the interior of China to go and visit some of the trading houses
that – or some of the actual – where – where our – like if we were
sorghum wine– sorghum for example, the Chinese use that to make
this god awful thing called bijou sorghum wine where they just – just
ganbei and throw it down. We were – we went into the interior
because UWE was selling the cargos of sorghum to this company
called Jing Brand and we went to their facility to look at their
processes and how they take in the sorghum and then how it all
becomes wine. Daryl was there for that. I don’t know – we went to
a few other – I – I can't really remember to be honest, but I don’t
think it’s material, but that’s when I first met Daryl. I was not
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involved with the UWE Hay project at that time, there was another
fella called Sean Flannery who was doing it. He come back and had
a massive fight with Jimmy Liu the Managing Director and basically
walked out and then UWE Hay on the project fell in my lap.
5
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FOX:

So just on that trip – sorry Paul –

GRAINGER:

You’re right.

FOX:

You said there was a conference, was that conference anything to do
with the oaten hay project, was there any announcement in relation
to the oaten hay project?

FOOTE:

I can't say to be honest, I don’t recall. I – I – no, I don’t know.

FOX:

Okay, was it – was it – was it generally a sales pitch, a networking
and sales pitch –

FOOTE:

Yes.

FOX:

- sort of conference.

FOOTE:

Yes. It – it was essentially trying to garner support for what would
later become an attempt at what’s called an - an association which
UWE essentially would be – would be working under or wor working with. After the conference it would have been again I’m
guessing it would have been probably mid – mid 2015, I can't say
when I don’t remember. But we had a c – we had alike a board –
like a conference, a mini sort of – a – a meeting at the offices of
UWE at the time who were in Kingsgrove. In the afternoon you had
membership – member from Holman Fenwick Willan a lawyers
office, Stephen Thompson was there, Stephen you know basically
just walked out he said, “I don’t want a bar of this”. Benjamin Chow
who’s another, something to do with the g – government whose heaquite involved with Jimmy Liu, Benjamin Chow, there’s another guy
called Herman Chow, whose a – like an accountant, I never knew
what the hell Herman did, but I was – I hired to pay him five grand
as an accrual on my – on my cash flow, I never knew what he did.
Who else? You had Luke Kenneth who was there, who at the time
he used to work for Commonwealth Bank and then he moved to do
his own thing called Harvest – Harvest Link and Advisory Services
or something. Luke actually was the agent who ended up selling
Currabubula on Tuesday.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

FOOTE:

Who else was there? Obviously there was employees from UWE,
myself, the manager for UWE Currabubula station at the time which
was Tim Griffiths who ended up getting fired because there – it was
believed that Tim was stealing inventory he was changing RF –
RFID tags or NLIS tags on – on cattle, bringing in old cattle and
moving heaving cattle out and then just I was not involved in that, it,
but that business again I just picked up the - I tried to clean up the
mess after I you know was told that that was what was happening,
but there’s no proof that it was happening though so it could have
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been just invented. Obviously Jimmy Liu was there, Freda Feng was
there, Graham Steer was there. Ah Daryl wasn’t there, but it was – it
was an association that Benjamin Chow – ‘cause Benjamin Chow
and Daryl I believe are quite close, they do know each other. I don’t
know if you – if – you know you know um yeah Benjamin so okay,
but yeah the association meeting was a farce – it was an absolute
farce, it was essentially there to - created to give a one stop shop for,
and this was Jimmy Liu’s idea, for people from China with money to
call in UWE and to – essentially if you wanted to talk about property
investment we’ve got people, if you want to talk about, you know,
grain trading or – or whatever, well you can talk about us. If you
want to talk about immigration you can talk to us, if you – and that’s
when Stephen Thomas from Holman Fenwick Willan was like – like
he’s like what the fuck, what is this? He says I – we cannot be a part
of this and Stephen ended up saying listen if that’s what is and then –
then they – they – it was a conversation about oh maybe if we
change it, don’t call it an association we’ll call it a club or call – and
it was just nonsense I just sat there through the whole thing just
going what is going on, okay. Anyway Stephen Thompson who was
the again the lawyer in the room he walked out after a break he said,
“This is not gonna go”, apologise to Jimmy he said, “Listen we can't
be a part of this”. Holman Fenwick did – Holman Fenwick Willan
did a lot of work for UWE during the subdivision of that land
though.
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GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

FOOTE:

And I was – I was – I was the one who was managing that, but that
was again a subdivision and it was all, you know legal, and it was all
be-be – I believe they had no issue there.

FOX:

Can I just go back to the trip though.

FOOTE:

Yeah.

FOX:

How long was - were you in China for that trip?

FOOTE:

Oh maybe ten days.

FOX:

Ten days, and was Daryl there the whole time?

FOOTE:

Most of it, I think I’m gonna give Daryl probably seven.

FOX:

He came into the interior?

FOOTE:

Yes.

FOX:

And you guys were all obviously put up in accommodation?

FOOTE:

Yes.

FOX:

At the expense of UWE?

FOOTE:

Yes.

FOX:

And internal flights were paid for by UWE?

FOOTE:

I believe so, I don’t – I can't – I – I don’t know.
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FOX:

And food? Were you all fed or –

FOOTE:

Sure.

FOX:

Yeah so and you were provided with food every – every meal –

FOOTE:

Yes.

FOX:

- as part of being a – part of that delegation.

FOOTE:

Yes.

FOX:

Okay.

FOOTE:

If you’re – if you’re asking if I know if I know if Daryl paid his own
way, I can't say I don’t know –

FOX:

No I’m asking about general what was this – the arrangements –

FOOTE:

Yes.

FOX:

- what – what were the general arrangements?

FOOTE:

Yes.

FOX:

And did Daryl – what was Daryl doing during the interior trip, part
of the trip should I say?

FOOTE:

He was this – he was bas – he was like – he was a passenger, I don’t
– don’t recall him having any meetings to the side or anything like
that he was just basically like us he was viewing, he was looking
around, he was – this is all new taking – taking a couple of photos
and you know holding up a banner whatever that was made you
know for – for everybody and we’re all standing there with a big
smile and all this kind of stuff, but I don’t – I don’t recall Daryl
having any – any other part it in other than – even what I had in it I
was just walking around just having a look. I never seen it before so.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So during that trip, you – you’ve indicated you met Daryl first time
in a bus.

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And did – did you have a conversation with him?

FOOTE:

Yeah – yes.

GRAINGER:

Did he tell you what he did, he’s a Member of Parliament at that
point in time?

FOOTE:

Yes, yeah, yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

Which I felt again quite em – it was - mind you it was like four-thirty
in the morning and I was quite embarrassed because I - it was one of
those things well if I’m the – if I’m the token white guy here, I’m the
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General Manager of something I probably should have known that,
but I didn’t.
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GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

I got to know him obviously over time.

GRAINGER:

Did he tell you why he was there?

FOOTE:

No, I don’t recall.

GRAINGER:

Okay. During that trip, and you start – said at the beginning when
you were talking about it that having someone in Government is like
currency to the Chinese.

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Did Daryl present himself as someone from the Government?

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay and you – you’ve heard him do that?

FOOTE:

He was – he was introduced – Jimmy Liu again in Mandarin or Can
– Canto maybe Mandarin he absolutely – absolutely, he did look –
yeah, he – this is again, this is – is to show strength to the people
who need the support from, either it’s a customer or it was an
investor or someone he would absolutely introduce the – for – like I
mentioned the – the guy was – my joke for myself was I was the
token white guy, you know, I’ve got a university degree, I, you
know, went to a great school and I used to work GrainCorp in the
agri – in the ag-space that is – that – I’m – I knew I was the trophy
for him – you know I’m there – I’m the trophy for Jimmy Liu and
then here’s Daryl Maguire who was the trophy for him too. And
that’s how he presented. I don’t believe Daryl ever introduced
himself as a Member. If he did I don’t remember, but Jimmy
absolutely introduced himself he – he did not – he made no bones
that he was – he had a Government a – a colleague yeah. And then
Daryl never to be honest, I don’t ever sort of, tell them don’t
introduce me or don’t, you know, don’t do that. He’s –

FOX:

What would he say that this Daryl Maguire the Member for
Parliament for Wagga Wagga?

FOOTE:

Yes.

FOX:

Member of the State Parliament or?

FOOTE:

Yes. A number of different ways, sure.

FOX:

Yeah, so those sorts of terms.

FOOTE:

Absolutely.

FOX:

Yeah.

FOOTE:

Yeah.

FOX:

Okay.
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GRAINGER:

But– did that occur all the times that Daryl was introduced to
people?

FOX:

Of course, yes. I mean there are photos of Daryl shaking hands with
Xi Jinping and he – Daryl was happy to show that at the inter –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

FOOTE:

- at meetings too. Like he’s got a photo on his – on his big phone
there with – with Ping, you know shaking hands -

GRAINGER:

I’ve seen that photo yes – yeah –

FOOTE:

There you go, so.

GRAINGER:

And with Daryl how many times do you think you met Daryl
roughly?

FOOTE:

I would have met Daryl a dozen times.

GRAINGER:

And where were those meetings?

FOOTE:

Either at UWE’s office, either at dinner we’d go to Chinatown, I
think twice. And obviously in China the first time I never met him
overseas other than that time. In, and I believe it was twice bef I’m gonna say twice, I don’t recall ‘cause I’m try – and I know there
was a funny time when he was actually on site and I was in the – in
the office, but I’ve met Daryl on site at U – sorry check that three
times, ‘cause he was there at the opening of the fac– opening of the
facility in October of two thousand and – 2015 he was there. I met
him there – then and I already known him obviously from the China
trip the year before and then there was two other times at the site
where he’d driven from Wagga to come here – to – to come to the
UWE site.

GRAINGER:

Did you ever meet him in Parliament House?

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Oh.

FOOTE:

Forgive me yes I did.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

I’m gonna say probably twice in Parliament House.

GRAINGER:

So in – in his office in Parliament House or just in the general area of
Parliament House -

FOOTE:

His – his office isn’t in Parliament – he’s got another office doesn’t
he? In – does he have an office in Parliament? I – I – I only went to
– to public areas I wouldn’t – you know to – I went with – and I
know obviously you might ask about the Minister for Tamworth,
what’s his name?

GRAINGER:

It was – oh Barnaby Joyce you talking about?
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FOOTE:

No – no – no – no – no. He’s federal. The state member for – for
Tamworth is –

GRAINGER:

I know who you’re talking about but can’t think of his name.

FOOTE:

He got caught up in this nonsense too last year as well when he was
–

GRAINGER:

Kevin Anderson?

FOOTE:

Kevin Anderson. Yes, so, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay so you met Daryl with Kevin Anderson in Parliament House?

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

And that was at the time when that photo broke where you’ve got
Daryl getting a little box and there’s the little Chinese fellow on the
other side of it I don’t remember from Haiquan Group which was
that, again, mixture of agriculture, retirement, tourism that was that
whole – it was like a – again it was an association which amounted
to three (UNINTELLIGABLE) nothing.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

And Daryl was there just to add credibility once again to Jimmy and
Kevin Anderson was there, there’s a photo on the internet I even saw
it last night. I’m – I’m in it.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

So.

GRAINGER:

Alright. And that was in the public areas of Parliament House do
you recall one of the say the meeting room?

FOOTE:

Meeting room.

GRAINGER:

In the meeting rooms.

FOOTE:

Yeah it was in the meeting and we walked through the chambers as
well.

GRAINGER:

Okay so what was the purpose of that – that meeting?

FOOTE:

It’s an outstanding question Paul I don’t know. It was – it was to – it
was a signing ceremony to do with an association that Jimmy wanted
to provide and the reason why Kevin Anderson was there was
because it was in Kevin’s electorate and he wanted again to show
power to the people who’s doing the signing with. Again he – he
had plans, Jimmy had plans to build like villas, some sort of property
development on Currabubula Station. That’s what he wanted to do
and there were views that he would – he wanted to do that. That –
that – he wanted to take like paddock one at the front and – which
was the most – the – the most – the flattest paddock and then – and
put villas or whatever and then have that as, excuse me, as a retreat
for Chinese retirees and they could own a – an angus cattle, it was
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just a marketing pitch on that side of it. They can own an angus
cattle, they could – they could buy that – they could they – and then
– and – and at one point in time it would be slaughtered, boxed up
and then sent to China, so.
5
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GRAINGER:

What – what do you know about –

FOOTE:

I – yeah I shook my head for four years mate so.

GRAINGER:

What – what do you know about a relationship between Jimmy Liu
and Daryl Maguire?

FOOTE:

They obviously knew each other prior to my time. I don’t know how
they met. They were obviously semi close because, you know he
came on this - this trip and he was – he was quite friendly with
Jimmy on the trip in October of 2014 so they knew each other, but I
don’t know when they met though. I wasn’t even there when they,
yeah. Whenever Jimmy would have conversations with a lot of
people mind you I – I was never privy to those I said – a lot of the
time Jimmy would be more than pleased to go into his, we used to
call it the dungeon, he’d go into his – into his office, close the door
and he’d have these conversations with maybe Daryl Maguire.
Jimmy was also, and I don’t want to throw anyone under the bus
here, but he’s also close to someone from the police force who’d he
known for a lot of years. I’m gonna have to check – I did – I was
meant to do a google search if I could remember his name but I don’t
know if that means anything here, but I think he’s name is Steven
Woods maybe I think the guys name is, but he was a – like a ranking
up – like a higher member of the New South Wales Police Force that
would come in and it was always – they’d come in they’d close the
door and everyone was would be like what, okay.

GRAINGER:

Into the offices of Kingsgrove?

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

And it would happen, and he’d come in like once every six months
or something like that just – maybe just for a catch up but – but
every time that –like Daryl would go in there it’d be close – behind
closed doors. It would be – and Daryl would come – as I said I saw
Daryl on site maybe two or three times. What they spoke of I can't
say. I wasn’t there, I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

FOOTE:

But he obviously was quite friendly with him and he was obviously
your first port of call when it came to signing cer – this signing
ceremony nonsense that went on for Haiquan Group, which again is
public (UNINTELLIGABLE) it’s on the newspapers out there. For
dinners, for when Jimmy was trying to evolve his
and
essentially bring in other investors from China. Daryl would come
along as well as – as again – I don’t think that Daryl did anything
honestly other than just sit there and talk, but you know my – my –
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my – my – my – you know Jimmy was privately was trying to get
more and more people – more and more investors ‘cause as I saidyou
know in short Jimmy runs a
, and hence he’s had to sell
out because he’s run – the money runs out and he owes a lot of
money. But obviously they were quite friendly.

5
GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

But – yeah.

GRAINGER:

Did you find it strange that I don’t know, actually I’ll go back. To
your knowledge did UWE have any interest or holdings on land or
businesses within Daryl’s electorate.

FOOTE:

No they no, they – not to my knowledge no.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Did you find it strange that the Member for Wagga Wagga
was so invested in –

FOOTE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- in this?

FOOTE:

Considering that – the – Piccoli was the – the Member for – yes.
Also to Daryl had a lot to do with Leeton Shire Council.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

FOOTE:

Which I believe if I have to look at the map, I used to have a map on
my desk actually. At Leeton Shire Council Jackie Kruger who’s the
General Manager for Leeton Shire Council she was involved with
the subdivision nonsense that happened with Paul Pearsall and
GrainLink, but she – I think she found it a bit odd too that she – that
– that – that Daryl Maguire was so heavily invested in trying to get
things moving along initially, but she also saw Daryl as an enabler
trying to get parties to – to come together with this subdivision.

GRAINGER:

Is she still the –

FOOTE:

I believe –

GRAINGER:

- GM of the council?

FOOTE:

Yeah, Jackie Kruger I believe so, yeah lovely lady, yeah so – but I
believe so.

GRAINGER:

Now the hay facility that was built did Daryl have any involvement
in that?

FOOTE:

I sort – I belie –I would say yes, but I can't – and that’s conjecture, I
don’t have any information on that –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

- as in the reason why I say that because as I mentioned prior there’s
a gentleman called Sean Flannery who was the pr – he was the
Project Manager for UWE when I first started and I wasn’t involved
at all with the project. He had done the plans for the site, he done –
he did select the site. He – he knew Paul Pearsall already the guy
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who bought – bought the land off eventually. He – yeah like – how
do I say, sorry I lost my train of thought.
GRAINGER:

I – I’m talking more about the actual construction of the site itself.

FOOTE:

Okay, you – sorry back onto it.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

FOOTE:

Sean was the one who did the initial plans with Yoogali Engineering,
he was the one who I believe ran a little bit of a tender process and
then selected Yoogali. He chose the plumbers, he chose this guys
doing civil works. I – I had nothing to do with it. Again big blow up
between Sean and Jimmy Liu, I was not in that meeting, but we
heard it, it was very loud and there was a lot of their views and Sean
just threw his hands up and he left. And then that’s when it fell into
my lap, I picked up the ball –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

- so I – as far as Daryl being involved with - I can't say.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

I don’t – I wasn’t involved.

GRAINGER:

The – I might show you some documents at this point, just to assist
you. I’ll just grab this – this folder Steven the pages are numbered.
If you have a look at page 1 of the volume, okay. It’s a – it’s a email
from yourself to Daryl.

FOOTE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Dated the 10th of August, 2016. And it’s ref – Commission reference
D10544177. And you’ve said, “I’ve attached the Geotechnical
Report for the site. This may be something your guys in the Tender
need the - for the assessment of the land surfaces”. ‘Your guys’ –
what did you mean by that?

FOOTE:

I’ve got – I’m just gonna show you, I – as I was coming this morning
I – and again when you start talking about this stuff, you start
remembering stuff–

GRAINGER:

Sure yeah –

FOOTE:

Okay so –

GRAINGER:

- I’m not – I’m – I’m not try to – it’s not a memory test I’m just
tryint to –

35

FOOTE:

No I know, but I didn’t – you forget a lot of stuff over time. So I
couldn’t remember Adrian Piccoli’s name, but I remembered and
then during this process with umm, con –I - I searched construction
companies within Wagga okay and this is related to this, and stage
two construction was mine, stage one was not. That’s –

40

GRAINGER:

So this is – this is stage two we’re talk –

FOOTE:

That’s stage two.
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GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

Okay, stage one was not. I wasn’t even with the company when they
already moved to that. Stage two was mine. And stage two was
getting a ten – going through a tender process which Daryl was
heavily involved in.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

He put up – again I – I couldn’t find it in here I don’t remember, but
I do actually remember one of them. Daryl said that you need – and
he was always you need three, you need three, you need three. I
said, “Okay”. So he suggested DG Harper which is this bloke – these
guys here. And I – I was just – and I – I remember the logo that’s a
hundred percent they quoted for the project and they were – they
were an introduction from Daryl.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

Okay. There was another company and I just don’t remember.

GRAINGER:

They’re a Wagga Wagga based engineering company?

FOOTE:

Yes. And they build sheds. We’re – we’re talking about building
hay sheds here, the civil works was a separate company, but this was
only for the hay sheds. I already got the guys who were gonna do
my civil works and that was called Boots Constructions
(UNINTELLIGABLE) yeah – yeah Boot Constructions, they’re –
they – they were – they were good. But again let me just have
another look. But there were two companies that Daryl suggested
outside of the – the guys who did the original construction which
was Yoogali Engineering they’re based in Griffith, okay, they did
the original. The other – other one, again I – I – I tried to look for it
through –I didn’t – I just can't –

GRAINGER:

Okay we – it might be in the bundle here that I can show you as we
go along.

FOOTE:

Okay.

GRAINGER:

So when – when you’re – just dealing with the stage two
construction.

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So how – just tell us how Daryl became involved with that?

FOOTE:

I obviously was pushing forward ‘cause I could see that the site was
– you needed storage we have it was either that was the – that was
the chronic (UNINTELLIGABLE). The reason why we didn’t have
the storage and I don’t know if you’ve have any maps of the site?

GRAINGER:

No, I don’t, there’s not one in there.

FOOTE:

Yeah you do.

GRAINGER:

I do. All right, that’s the site okay.
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FOOTE:

Okay.

GRAINGER:

Can you –

FOOTE:

Can I borrow your pen–

GRAINGER:

Yeah, you’re referring to page nine of the bundle at this point in
time.

FOOTE:

Okay. So these – that’s shed one, two and that’s three. Okay, these
were the constructed sheds.

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

The land that was purchased from Paul Pearsall from GrainLink was
twelve hectares, this is six. This back sec – this back twelve – six
hectares never was used. It was used for storage and for dumping,
you know, waste and stuff like that. Okay. This is the production
shed.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

FOOTE:

Which is – was a concrete –

GRAINGER:

Number one.

FOOTE:

Yeah number one was a concrete slab. Number two and three were
– we just used to put the hay down, then we put the hay on top.
These were the original ones. The reason why Shanghai Dairy
Group the original investors to the project were sceptical of the
monies invested by UWE was because they cost – it was costed to
them that they were gonna see nine sheds, but even if you see it there
today there is only three. One, two, three. The hay press cost one
point, roughly 1.6 million dollars. The civil works on the site you
know, I’m gonna say $400,000 or there abouts. Each shed is worth –
to build a shed two hundred and fifty to two hundred and seventyfive. Plus you’ve got concrete in this one, there’s your three million
dollars. Okay the rest of it, that – so the – you asked me earlier what
did they get out of their money they got three sheds, when they came
on site they asked me, “Steven where are the other sheds?” And
they (UNDECIPHERABLE) like – and I didn’t – I don’t know,
‘cause I didn’t realise again at the time the structure of how much
money was to be put in by each and I was learning as I went.
However stage two construction, this design forgive me, sucks. It
wasn’t good enough because you had – you needed to have only a
minimum of eighteen metres in between the two, in between all the
sheds. For me I’m a – I’m a trader and I’m looking for the best ways
and efficiencies, the pitches on the roof – it was a pitch like this you
need – you need a skeiling of the roof like this. You can load as
much in and you – you can increase the depth of the sheds and you
can increase the width of the sheds. So you still have to maintain
your minimum distances, so I ended up changing up the whole
design and getting it all fit for purpose. I got the drawings initially
done but Yoogali Engineering because they already had the start
they already did it before. Plus they even at the time, said to me
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after, well they actually said to me after he said to me after he said,
“You guys, this is how you should have done it the first place”. You
just lost a lot of storage space here and here, and here – here am I
working desperately on just in time inventory control which if you –
if you got an export facility, hard work. ‘Cause you got weather
delays, you got quality, you know you got to blend, you got to – you
know it’s not easy. So I then changed the design to – to be big sheds
like this running the other way. Big eighty – eighty by six – eighty
by – by – it looks like twenty four. And same the thing along here,
like this –
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GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

- just to make it – sorry these were – these were the bigger ones –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

FOOTE:

- like this. Right. We then took those and then Daryl got involved
like honestly I think Jimmy pushed me towards Daryl.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

I don’t – I can't - that’s again I don’t – I can't say that for sure. Daryl
was involved, I believe again you mentioned –have you got Daryl’s
– my emails with Daryl. I would have forwarded the plans to him.
So you – you – you would – you would have seen the re-design.

GRAINGER:

Yeah I’ve seen –I’ve seen a lot of it yeah.

FOOTE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So. The – so you think that Jimmy may have pushed you towards
Daryl –

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- what did Daryl actually do?

FOOTE:

He took the designs that I – I think what would have happened was I
would not have sent – I would not have known, because again I’m
not a property developer, I’m a trader by trade, I used to work in
hotels and I’m a people person so I don’t – I wouldn’t have known to
send a geo report. No – no idea, I didn’t know what the hell it is. I
do now, but I – I would have been – I would have been called by
Daryl to ask to – to send this.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

He would have said – you – ‘cause his guys would have asked for it,
and the reason why you need it is because you need to know what
you’re putting the footings in.

GRAINGER:

Sure, yeah.

FOOTE:

So you need to know how far - if there’s a geo report tells you how
far before you get to the – to the rock.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.
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FOOTE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

So.

GRAINGER:

So during this process of – of the stage two development do you
recall sending a number of documents to Daryl?

FOOTE:

Yeah – yeah.

GRAINGER:

And did you get feedback from Daryl in relation to those
documents?

FOOTE:

I think it was building towards something maybe. Building towards
a meeting that he ended up holding.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

He – he – he sort of managed the tender process for us.

GRAINGER:

Whilst he was the Member for Wagga Wagga?

FOOTE:

Yes. As in – yes.

GRAINGER:

Did you find that strange?

FOOTE:

I think yes and no, but I don’t know any better I just call it
ignorance.

GRAINGER:

Ehm. Okay.

FOOTE:

Yes and no.

20

GRAINGER:

I mean I guess so, but it was one of things again he was again this is
pure ignorance from my part not knowing what he’s – what he’s
mandating or clearly that he can't do that. I thought he was serving
his – the companies in Wagga so I thought well I didn’t think too
much of it.

25

FOX:

So you mentioned earlier that you’d seen him at the – the Leeton
site.

FOOTE:

Yeah.

FOX:

And was it during this time – during the phase two construction –

FOOTE:

And after yeah.

FOX:

Okay.

FOOTE:

He had – he attended the site. I couldn’t go ‘cause I had something
to do with, I don’t know why, my back blew up that’s why. I’ve had
– I’ve had my back issues and I couldn’t – and it was during the time
I couldn’t – I couldn’t, you know, fly whatever I couldn’t go down
there. So Daryl came from – how did we do this we had – did we
have a conversation over the phone that he was part of like a
conference call that he was managing I think with DG Harper and
with this other one, but he was – he – Daryl came on site and I was
not there I was at the head office in Sydney in Kingsgrove, but I was
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on the conference call – running the call basically asking questions
and I believe again was Jimmy there? I don’t think so, I don’t
remember guys sorry but –
5

GRAINGER:

You’re right.

FOOTE:

- he eventually was there to assist with the strong negotiations with
Yoogali Engineering. Now did he benefit from that? No he didn’t,
simply because we never did anything. Nothing. Nothing ended up
happening. But he was there to assist with moving it along because
he was so involved with the subdivision of the land and trying to
make that happen quickly, he obviously – then Jimmy just goes oh
go to Daryl on the construction too. And I didn’t know any better I
was just like okay well okay.

GRAINGER:

You said then that he was involved with – there’s discussion with
Yoogali Engineering what – what you used the term push along or
influence or – what did you mean by that? What did he do?

FOOTE:

He was – about the design?

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

FOOTE:

If – nothing ever – I don’t think price – we weren’t talking about
prices, we weren’t talking about negotiating prices, he was just
trying to push along the project as in guys you got to make this
happen, you know time is of the essence. And the reason for – the
driver behind that to be honest guys was the fact that we needed to
get these plans for – done, the DA in with Leeton Council to get the
approval, the construction to start, the installation of the sheds before
harvest. That was the key driver –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

That was the key driver. The commitment from that – that Jimmy
Liu had received from again SDG was that they were gonna put
more money in ‘cause there was a board meeting that I was part of,
Daryl was not there. It was just Jimmy Liu, myself then I think three
members from Shanghai Dairy Group, Freda Feng perhaps Tim
Griffiths was there too, who was – used to work for UWE, but it was
all about getting more money invested into the company to build the
sheds to go to stage two.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So when you’re meeting with – we’ll deal with Yo - Yoogali
Engineering, what was Daryl there as?

FOOTE:

I don’t – again only – only just to – to try to move things along,
again as a representative of Jimmy from the Government. Say okay
well now the Government’s involved sort of a thing and thento –
look you know I – I would say you put some ignorance on the
Yoogali guys they would have thought oh okay, you know, we got a
MP coming we’ve got to move guys, we’ve got to make this happen.

GRAINGER:

Did they know that Daryl was an MP?

FOOTE:

Yes. Absolutely.
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GRAINGER:

Do – do and how do you know that they knew?

FOOTE:

I spoke to Chris Lanza who’s the Managing Director of Yoogali
yeah and he – we we – he’s acknowledged that he knew that he was
MP, absolutely. And also to Chris Lanza knew that there were other
guys in the tender process.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Do – with the other companies you said Daryl sort of insisted
there were three in it.

FOOTE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- so the – with the other tend – companies, two In Wagga you
mentioned, did you have meetings with Daryl with them as well?

FOOTE:

I didn’t, no.

GRAINGER:

Okay. But you said you were at a conference call with them?

FOOTE:

With D I believe it was DG Harper I, again I don’t have any of my
contacts anymore from UWE they – they – when you have your
Outlook shut off you lose your contacts too. But yeah again I –it
was over the phone.

GRAINGER:

Okay and in that conversation did Daryl represent himself as a
Member of Parliament, or do you believe they would have known he
was a Member of Parliament –

20

FOOTE:

Absolutely they knew he was a member – of course – Daryl – yeah
absolutely. But would – would – would – did he say that he was –
did he announce himself as, you know, Daryl Maguire, the ma – the
Minister for Wagga? No, but everyone kind of knew who he – knew
who he was.

25

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

But again we’re talking about the design, again I don’t want to
speculate and say we’re talking about prices, I don’t really recall that
we were talking about pricing, but it was again it was a lot to do with
the design and the timeframe because of harvest. ‘Cause it already
gone through one season where we – we lost a lot of hay
opportunities because farmers themselves don’t at least especially
within the region they don’t have a lot of hay for storage and once –
and if you gets two inches of rain on it, it turns into soup and you got
to get it off the ground, you got to get it under cover hence the – and
if you’re exporting you have a higher – higher standard you must
adhere to, hence you got to protect the product.

GRAINGER:

Okay, so you got three tenderers I assume it happens, is that correct?
You have three companies to tender to construct stage two?

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Yes. And did you have a meeting with Daryl in relation to assessing
those tenders?
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5

FOOTE:

Not before I don’t believe but we – he – he was privy to the three –
the three pricing – the – the offers yes he was.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

He knew about – yeah he knew that Yoogali was the cheapest.

GRAINGER:

So just have a look at page 43 of that bundle if you could please.
Which is document D10544177.

FOOTE:

Oh yeah he responded. “As discussed are (UNINTELLIGABLE)
next Thursday to review the tender submissions from the various
construction companies in our office? You can nominate the time
and we will work in with you”. Okay.

GRAINGER:

So do you actually recall Daryl coming to your office to review these
documents?

FOOTE:

Not clearly to be honest. Honestly, not clearly no. “Yes all good I’ll
be there”.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

FOX:

It’s on page 44 –

GRAINGER:

Next – forty - page 44 document D10544177 Daryl indicates he will
be there.

FOOTE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

If you turn the page, page 45 which is the same –

FOOTE:

Yeah okay.

GRAINGER:

- reference number, you’ll see – I might add that the D10544177 is
the bundle number for this bundle of documents. You’ll see another
email resending the submission for Yoogali Engineering to Daryl.
Do you recall when this sorry I’ll just – sorry I’ll just go back. You
indicated nothing actually happened. So stage two was not
constructed?

FOOTE:

No.

GRAINGER:

And how – why – why was that?

FOOTE:

No – there was no money.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Was Daryl and so we’ve got the situation where Daryl’s
involved with potentially accessing the tenders. He sourced two
companies to tender for it.

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

He was involved in assessing those tenders. You said Yoogali
Engineering was the cheapest of those tenderers.

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

The meeting you mention before where Daryl met with Yoogali and
yourself, was that after the tenders had been assessed?
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FOOTE:

No that was - that was during – that was during the process and –
and I – again I was on a conference call in the Sydney office while
Daryl was on site with the – with – with Chris Lanza from Yoogali.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

Sorry Daryl was on site in Griffith at the UWE Hay site and I was in
the Kingsgrove office in Sydney -

GRAINGER:

Alright, okay.

FOOTE:

- at the time.

GRAINGER:

With – so that was during the process is that –

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- so – what – the – Yoogali Engineering tender documents that are
at page 45 are after you’ve had the conversation on a conference call
with Daryl and – and Chris from this company is that right?

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So they’d be reflective of what (UNINTELLIGABLE) was
discussed in that –

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- meeting. So when did you find out that the – the stage two will not
proceed?

FOOTE:

These were prov – these – these – again, documents were
transparently given to Shanghai Dairy Group. What’s the date of
this, this was 2016. The board meeting with SDG that we had was in
July on 2016. It was at UWE office. I gave a presentation on
PowerPoint detailing some conceptual drawings about what it –
where – where we’re up to and where we need to go to get ahead of
the – the export season. We needed more storage it was – that was
the critical point for the business. Yeah this was – this – this
happened after that meeting. The me – the monies for this project
were promised. And I overestimated to SDG how much it was
gonna cost because at the time I was just guessing I didn’t have a
tender. We hadn’t gone into it. So I thought okay well every shed
with – with plumbing, with – with civil works four hundred
thousand. I mean you can see it’s cheaper than that, but anyway but
– yeah this was after, this was all after the – after that meeting and
the reason it – it never happened was because SDG started then
questioning the books of UWE and the initial payment that they
made of 3.1 million dollars they were saying okay you now asking –
you and they agree with it in the board meeting, but then the guys
that Jimmy had who were on the board they were all getting into shit
in China. They were all losing their positions, they were all – and
this was when Ping was really starting to clamp down in corruption
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and they were all – they were all freaking out. A lot – to be honest
none of them apparently – as I understand none of them are there.
No, actually none of them are there, they’re all – I had a meeting in
Shanghai in November of 2017 where I sat there, I spoke for 30
minutes and I sat there for the rest of it just – probably my battery on
my phone was gonna die because I had nothing to do ‘cause these
guys were all just talking in Mandarin yelling and screaming at each
other, but it was none of the guys except for one who was there as –
and – as a witness, but he was sha- a disgraced member of the board
of SDG he was no longer working for SDG. I don’t remember his
name.

5

10
GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

They’re all Mr Xing or Mr Xu or Mr Zhou, but yeah – we – we
never received any monies which is why it never made it to stage –
to stage two.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So were you told that by Jimmy that it was not gonna go
ahead?

FOOTE:

He always promised that it was gonna – it was coming and then –
and then I always had the contingencies I was always gonna buy
deferred hay and I was always gonna put it under – I ended up
buying – I ended up spending ninety – $96,000 on tarps to cover hay
as a contingency ‘cause I knew okay well it’s not gonna happen.
You know it was all talk and no action, so.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So you mentioned before about problems with the
subdivision, was – and you mentioned Daryl was heavily involved
with the subdivision of the land is that correct?

FOOTE:

Yes it was.

GRAINGER:

So just tell us how – what else is involved it was – what do you do?

FOOTE:

Well again, he was trying to push things along. You’ve got Jackie
Kruger’s details here, but he was try - there to push things along.
Again the GrainLink subdivision was managing four parties,
obviously GrainLink themselves, Weilian Trade which is in the
documents, Links Cargo Services and the UWE. Daryl again I
didn’t really think of it at the time as to why, I knew that Daryl was
there at the – at the opening for the thing, but then did I ever
question why he was involved in – he was heavily involved in the
subdivision honestly no it was just business as usual for me. I don’t
know why he was there.

GRAINGER:

Did Adrian Piccoli go to the opening?

FOOTE:

No. No he was not there. Which was again – that at the time Barry
O’Farrell was there. Stuart Ayres was there, the Minister for Trade
and Tourism and Special Events, he was there. But Stuart came
once and he sent a couple of tweets and that’s all he did. Stuart was
never involved in the business at all.
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GRAINGER:

So who – who arranged for those – for Mr O’Farrell and Mr Ayres to
attend?

FOOTE:

I – I – I don’t know. Perhaps Daryl, I don’t know. There is a photo
of – there - or there was, UWE has since moved from the
Kingsgrove address to Mascot, which you probably know about.
There’s a photo of Jimmy receiving an award from 2014 maybe
2013 a photo of him. When – when Barry was the – was the – was –
was the Premier. He’s accepting an award for some awards night,
some award for export for China.

FOX:

The Premier’s award. He used to put it on – on there –

FOOTE:

Correct.

FOX:

- electronic signature.

FOOTE:

Yes.

FOX:

At the bottom.

FOOTE:

Yeah and they were quite –

FOX:

New South Wales Premier’s Office.

FOOTE:

I don’t think – I don’t they ever won they were just finalists. They
never actually won.

FOX:

Right.

GRAINGER:

With – just – just dealing with people who came to the UWE offices,
do you ever recall any other politicians coming? When it was– when
at – it was at Kingsgrove?

FOOTE:

I know you had, if I can just tick ‘em off, Benjamin Chow I don’t
know if he’s really a politician is he, he just works for the
Government. Benjamin Chow was there – pretty of – not super
often, but he was there – I – I probably saw Benjamin a dozen times
at the office. As I said there was this guys from the Police he used to
come along, again I’m just gonna it’s Steven Woods I think. Daryl
Maguire, there was Chinese people in and out all the time I don’t
know any other –

GRAINGER:

(INAUDIBLE)

FOOTE:

- Australian politician’s name.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. I think the local member at the time was Mark Coure. Do
you recall him going at all to the office?

FOOTE:

No.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

For – for - for where?

GRAINGER:

He’s either – he’s either the local member for whatever electorate
Kingsgrove is in or he’s in the adjoining suburb.

FOOTE:

Yes I do.
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GRAINGER:

Yep.

FOOTE:

Yep. Yes. Is he – is he younger looking guy?

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

FOOTE:

Can I –

GRAINGER:

Yeah google his photo yeah.

FOOTE:

I’ll tell you yes – yes –

GRAINGER:

If you look at the parliamentary –

FOOTE:

We had dinner with him too.

GRAINGER:

If you look at the parliamentary website you’ll see a photo of Mr
Coure.

FOOTE:

I don’t remember the name, parliamentary.

FOX:

It’s C-O-U-R-E.

FOOTE:

I’ll just type it in google to C-O-U –

GRAINGER:

- R-E. First name’s Mark.

FOOTE:

Yes. I had dinner with him.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

A couple of times, yeah.

GRAINGER:

At, whereabouts?

FOOTE:

So – I don’t think – I – I – I don’t – I don’t recall seeing him at the
Kingsgrove address. I recall having dinner with him twice at
Chinatown.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Well I’ll just deal with those. So what – what were those
dinners?

FOOTE:

I was the token white guy, I don’t know. I think – I don’t – I don’t
recall why. It was – you had – you had - he had Chinese people
within – he had like potential investors with him – that Jimmy had
potential investors with him. I believe in to– it was always – the –
there was a guy called Mr Goh G-O-H who was the investor to
Currabubula station. He was there. He was there quite often for
things, didn’t – never – hardly ever said much. But any time Jimmy
had an investor or someone he wanted to – he would always have Mr
Goh there. He lives in Kingsgrove so Crows Nest sorry – Crows
Nest.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So lets deal with these dinners. There was – you said you
were at one of them?

FOOTE:

I was at –

GRAINGER:

Both of them.

FOOTE:

Both.
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GRAINGER:

Both of those dinners.

FOOTE:

Both of them, yes.

GRAINGER:

Who else was there, other than the potential investors and Mr Goh?

FOOTE:

Jimmy Liu, Freda Feng, there was one time there was another
gentleman who worked with us called Guy Allen, who was he came
and he went, he was just a trader, he was an older gentleman he used
to work for GrainCorp. He used to work for Louis Dreyfus, but he
was there. Daryl was there, like I – I’m gonna say four dinners with
these things with Daryl. Probably Mark –

GRAINGER:

Coure –

FOOTE:

- Coure, he was there I’m thinking two.

GRAINGER:

Two occasions.

FOOTE:

I’m trying to remember if this is - was Barry O’Farrell there at one?
Yeah he was there at one. Barry O’Farrell was there at one of ‘em.
This was after he wasn’t – he wasn’t a Premier at the time.

GRAINGER:

Ehm, he left the – the Government at that point in time?

FOOTE:

Yeah he had.

GRAINGER:

So what – what were the purposes with these dinners? What were
they for?

FOOTE:

The – investment. Talking about investment. Talking about
investment opportunities in Australian funnelled through UWE.

GRAINGER:

So the – the involvement of these –

FOOTE:

As I said –

GRAINGER:

- Members of Parliament, former members of the Parliament what
function do they have?

FOOTE:

I could only – again I could say with – with – with authority that it
was about credibility to the investor if it had some sort of a financial
gain or some sort of a upside for the actual member or for a previous
member –

GRAINGER:

Sure.

FOOTE:

- I don’t – I can't – I can't say, I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

Okay, it –please correct me if I’m wrong, but in the scheme of
things in the state of New South Wales, investment in UWA – U
Hay to me and what I understand, and I mean I’m layman doesn’t
seem to be particularly large thing.

FOOTE:

As in the – the total cost–

GRAINGER:

Yeah like –

FOOTE:

- compared to four hundred million dollars for something else, yeah
no not at all. It’s – it was –
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GRAINGER:

So I’m just trying to understand why we would have the – the – an
ex-Premier and two sitting Members of Parliament would –

FOOTE:

(INAUDIBLE)

GRAINGER:

- be there if it’s a drop in the bucket in some ways. Can you – no
idea why?

FOOTE:

You’re right I don’t know why either. It’s – you – you – compared
to what else is out there and the other projects I mean I think I just
seen a solar thing here as well. Yeah I agree with you it’s – it’s
small fries it’s a - the turn over for the business was budgeted at
twelve million dollars, we had a gross margin of eight percent or
something, it’s – it’s not a lot, but it’s – it was the beginning and I
guess it’s – you got to understand too with Jimmy Liu’s business he
– it’s –
. Okay he – he brings in investors
and replaces the current investors with new investors and pays them
out and, you know, the other investors are happy to get out because
they know it’s a f – it was – they were –
.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

FOOTE:

Okay. And – and even, yeah. The – the – you – you’ll – I know
you’re gonna – you’re – you’re – I’m assuming you’re gonna
interview Graham Steer as the Director. Graham, his responsibilities
as a director of UWE, UWE Hay oh no he wasn’t on the Board of
UWE Hay, he was a director of UWE United World Enterprises, he
resigned. He’s no longer – you know he’s resigned since. But
Graham was never – Graham wasn’t aware of a lot of the stuff was
going on. There was a – you know I’ll probably say more, you
know, here but – but just to give you understanding of the scope of it
and – and one of the reasons I was jack of all what was going on was
that United World Enterprises recruit a 4.3 million dollar trading
debt.
. Against absurd positions that Jimmy was
taking.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

And losses and foreign exchange, taking positions on foreign
exchange I mean and things that I was not a part of. I was running
the hay business and the United World Enterprises business unit had
gone into 4.3 million dollars of trading debt. And I don’t know
where the money came from to pay that debt back. I stepped into the
breach to – I think at one stage there was fourteen creditor to the
business. And I stepped in because I wanted to protect the Aussies
‘cause I knew that if I left it was gonna fall in a heap so I stayed to
protect the Aussies, and I stayed as long as I could to protect the
farmers. And – and I just got jack of it.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Was there ever any time where the farmers weren’t paid?
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FOOTE:

Yes absolutely. There was a bit over $300,000 worth of trading
debts – excuse me worth of – worth of outstanding invoices to
farmers. There was five growers, there’s a famous photo by one of
the growers called Broadernberg and Strathearn Enterprises where
Broadern he paid for it himself, he has one of his trailers and he
actually painted on side of the trailer, “UWE Hay owes me $158,000
we are not a bank, why won’t you pay us”. And he – and that was
his grain truck and he used to drive that around and people would see
it and it was embarrassing for UWE, embarrassing for Jimmy Liu it
was – it was – being Chinese loss of face. The total debt – look I
sold a bunch of hay during the administration process to pay the
growers out. Or before the – check that that’s wrong. PKF were the
administrators, Brad Tonks was the lead – was the lead on that with
his team. It was managed that I was going to do whatever I could to
sell the inventory I had on site of the hay to pay the farmers.
Because I said, “If you’re looking to resurrect or save this business if
you don’t have the farmers you have nothing”. And I just blood
sweat and tears for the last sort of three years I – and I’m the guy
doing the presentations and rambling – ramming, you know, on
about China and about the growth and about – and getting all the
farmers to come along, but I –and I – and I always pay the farmers
first in my cash flow, but when the cash started to dry up the – they
started making other decisions like paying, you know, pay wages out
of cash flow and not pay the farmers and it’s like and then I – then I
– that’s the – that’s the cardinal sin you can't – you have to pay the
farms. And they all talk. So for me I was – I wanted to pay the
growers out. What ended up happening was, and the reason why I
left, it was because they ended up taking the money from the final
sale of the hay that was on site instead of using that to pay the
coggies out and then settle debts. So that the farmers knew nothing
they used that to fund the administration.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

And, okay. That’s it, sayonara. So-

GRAINGER:

Just going back to the politicians have you – another one by the
name of John O’Dea, have you - do you know that name?

FOOTE:

Gotta have a look at his face, I think I know his name, yes.

GRAINGER:

He is a member of Davidson on the North Shore of Sydney.

FOOTE:

There’s an apostrophe in there wouldn’t there?

GRAINGER:

Yes.

FOOTE:

Mm. A few of ‘em. John O’Dea MP?

GRAINGER:

Yep.

FOOTE:

Honourable Richard (UNINTELLIGABLE) – John O’Dea.
Johnathan Richard O’Dea used to be a politician in New South
Wales, I can only see his photo. Oh I’m spelling it wrong that’s why
(spells) D-E-A. There’s Stuart Ayres. Mm, no I don’t know him.
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GRAINGER:

Don’t know him?

FOOTE:

No.

GRAINGER:

I’m just gonna move onto another topic, Tim do you want to clarify
anything about that part?

FOX:

You said earlier that you were I think instructed to make payments
of $5,000 a month to Herman Chow?

FOOTE:

Mm.

FOX:

Which entity made those payments?

FOOTE:

UWE Hay.

FOX:

And who directed you to make those payments?

FOOTE:

Freda Feng the Finance Director.

FOX:

And how long were those payments made for?

FOOTE:

The life of the company, say from twenty – well once we had
income I’m say – I’m gonna say twenty – early – maybe January of
2016 to yeah probably January or February – February 2018.

FOX:

And – and I think you already said this you did not know why –

FOOTE:

Correct.

FOX:

_ that entity was being paid –

FOOTE:

I was –

FOX:

- to that person.

FOOTE:

- all I was told was that he does the audits, he does the accounts, it’s
like well he doesn’t do the accounts. I – I asked many times and
then over time you just give up.

FOX:

Okay.

FOOTE:

So.

FOX:

So, how were you accounting for it?

FOOTE:

I had as a – as a cash flow item each month I had to settle.

GRAINGER:

Invoice from him or?

FOOTE:

No –

GRAINGER:

No

FOOTE:

- no invoice.

FOX:

No invoices from him and now he was an associate of Ben Chow, is
that correct?

FOOTE:

I can't say, I don’t know. He – he – he obviously knew Jimmy, he –
yeah he – he – yeah he’s friends with Jimmy and – and yeah Ben –
Benjamin knows – yeah knew him, yes.
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FOX:

Okay so he knew Benjamin, he knew Jimmy. Was there any
connection between Herman and, direct connection that it, between
Herman and Mr Maguire?

FOOTE:

I – I don’t know.

FOX:

Alright. How many times did you meet Mr Herman Chow?

FOOTE:

Twice.

FOX:

Alright so once was at that meeting in I think ’15 where they try to
float the idea of the club –

FOOTE:

An association, yes –

FOX:

Yes.

FOOTE:

- correct.

FOX:

Second time –

FOOTE:

And then – and the other one was at a – it was at a dinner, we had a
25th anniversary dinner on the 25th of May and –

FOX:

Which yeah?

FOOTE:

The – 2018.

FOX:

Right.

FOOTE:

It was like within a week’s of the administration, it’s so stupid.

FOX:

Yeah.

FOOTE:

Daryl was there.

FOX:

Yeah.

FOOTE:

The police officer was there, Steven – I think – again I think it’s
Steven Woods the cop he was there. But there weren’t too many
people to be honest, it was mostly staff.

FOX:

And Herman was there? Does that what – this is what you’re saying
it was –

FOOTE:

I think he was there too, I – I can't recall to be honest. And
Benjamin was there. There’s a photo I think I need to find it. I
don’t have it –

GRAINGER:

That’s alright we can – we can look later that’s no problem.

FOX:

Okay. You mentioned a couple of times about a suggestion that they
were gonna get involved in immigration.

FOOTE:

Mm.

FOX:

What type of immigration do you know?

FOOTE:

Oh, nonsense. I – I again I never knew anything about it to be
honest.

FOX:

Okay.
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FOOTE:

It was just – that was part of pitch. Yeah it was part of the pitch that
we can assist with immigration services and I believe that that was
kind of the lawyer angle with the Holman Fenwick Willan with
Steven and with – with others things as well, but again Steven didn’t
want to –didn’t want a bar of it and they – they walked out, they had
nothing to do with it.

FOX:

Did you have – do you know the name Maggie Wang or Maggie
Logan as she is also known?

FOOTE:

No I – no.

FOX:

A female associate of Daryl who has some involvement with
immigration.

FOOTE:

No. There was a lady that came with Daryl to the site which is the
last time I met Daryl at the site, it was in 2017 at some time I don’t
remember when, but he – but she was there and – and she – she was
–

FOX:

Is she Chinese?

FOOTE:

She’s a Chinese lady yes. Yeah she was sort of very, you know, her
English was – was – was – was impeccable, but they were quite
friendly. I – I – I don’t know who –who she was, but that was when
it –when he came to the site the last time I saw him on the site he had
a Chinese in tow with him I don’t know what it was for, he said he
just wanted to – she wanted to have a look around or – or I don’t
know what it was for.

GRAINGER:

Have you heard the name Dolly Fu?

FOOTE:

No.

GRAINGER:

No. Okay. We understand that towards around about August 2017
you’ve touched on this before, there was a bit of a – a problem with
Shanghai Dairy Group and UWE?

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall that?

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And we understand that it was in relation to the funding, this is
where you’re talking about the fun – the additional funding that
UWE was seeking.

FOOTE:

It was an audit, it was – it was – it wasn’t around the – SDG
basically blew off any kind of additional funding contribution they
were more concerned with the books when the business was first
established. And their belief was that there was no funding put into
the project by UWE and the obvious reason that you could show that
is that there was only three sheds, where are the other six.

GRAINGER:

And we understand that Shanghai Dairy Group were looking to
remove themselves from the company is that right?
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FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And that caused a – a problem?

FOOTE:

They brought in an external guy – they wanted they – look – here’s
the thing I don’t necessarily think that SDG wanted out, they wanted
Jimmy out. It was the other way around. They had made an offer to
buy them out with another investor to come in, but SDG said – for
them this is – this is chicken feed for them. They’re a – they’re a,
you know state-owned entity. They’re – for them this was one – as I
understand one of – one of seven international projects that they
(UNINTELLIGABLE) within the year of 2016. This is the only one
in Australia, they did others in you know other - other countries New
Zealand, over in Turkey and Zimbabwe, but they I – I believe that
they – that they had a mandate to provide a resolution as opposed to
simply be bought out. They want to have some sort of a, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So when this is going on did Daryl become involved in this
problem?

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And just tell us what he did?

FOOTE:

He did, he – I’m trying to remember, I went to an office with Daryl,
with Graham Steer with Jimmy and myself. There was a Minister
who was going on a trade mission to China and they were potentially
going to see Shanghai Dairy Group and they were gonna raise this
issue with SDG not – base – basically blocking either a buyer or a
participation of funds with the construction. I wish I could
remember the Minister’s name. We didn’t meet the Minister, we
met a nice lady who was there to help. She was the minister’s – one
of the m – one of the Minister’s staff. I can't remember the
Minister’s name. It’s – the – the – it was – it wasn’t at Parliament
House, it – we met down at – I met him outside the offices for the
Parliament. I don’t re –

GRAINGER:

52 Martin Place?

FOOTE:

Yeah would have been Martin Place yeah. I don’t remember who
the Minister was, who he saw or his staff to be honest.

GRAINGER:

Could it be Niall Blair?

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

Thanks. Yes.

GRAINGER:

So just tell us how that came about?

FOOTE:

A lot, a little precursor, a lot of this stuff I got no notice. Again, I’m
the token white guy and I can speak with authority ‘cause I know the
business, I knew the business, well at least the operations. I was
given – I don’t think I was given any notice. They said, “Steven
wear a suit, we’re gonna go and see” – and –Daryl – I think I spoken
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to Daryl on the phone, Daryl would call me intermittently. I believe
you guys would have heard my voice, if you’ve listened – if you’ve
tapped Daryl’s phone you probably heard my voice over – over
however long. He called me not long after the shit – the shit was
gonna hit the fan the next day. He called me the day before saying
UWE was going to be implicated and at the time I’d already
resigned, I said, “Daryl I’ve already resigned mate I’m not part of
this anymore”.

5

10

GRAINGER:

Okay we’ll get to that in a second –

FOOTE:

So anyway, we’ll get to that – sure. Sorry I’m getting – I – we – we
went there, we met with the staff of the Minister, we talked about the
reas – again, Jimmy’s version of what was happening with SDG and
Daryl was again, was – was right behind. He was – as in, you know,
we need to get this resolved, you know if the Minister’s gonna go
over to SDG can he please speak with them and tell them that we
need this res – we need this resolved. We need them either out to
accept an offer or respond against the offer that was made to buy
them out or come up with some sort of resolution because we’re at
an impasse. The business desperately needs funding, it needs sheds.
Harvest is coming, the business is – is gonna fall over, it’s gonna
topple over.

GRAINGER:

So who – who organised the – this meeting, with the Minister staff?

FOOTE:

Well Daryl would have. I – I don’t know for sure, but well
obviously it would have been Daryl I believe ‘cause we wouldn’t –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

- have known to do that.

GRAINGER:

So you’ve gone to the meeting Daryl was there with –

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- you, Graham Steer, Jimmy and Freda did you say?

FOOTE:

I don’t think she was there, just – just me - just myself, Daryl –
Daryl Maguire, Jimmy Liu and Graham Steer.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And you met – you didn’t meet the Minister you met with
some staff of the Minister?

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Was there – who was - you mentioned a female was there –

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- any - anyone else?

FOOTE:

Yes there was – there was two other like – I wouldn’t say interns, but
there was two other junior staff there.

GRAINGER:

Okay.
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FOOTE:

A tall gentleman – tall – tall guy, young guy and another lady there.
And then there was the (UNINTELLIGABLE) the-blonde haired
lady, longest hair, I don’t remember her name. I don’t – I don’t –
yeah I don’t remember.

GRAINGER:

So who did the talking in the meeting?

FOOTE:

Daryl led it, he – obviously he did the introduction. Talking about
SDG, talking about how the business is suffering, again how jobs
were gonna be lost, how it’s bad for the farmers and the impact it
would have on the economy, all this sort of thing he led that. Jimmy
deferred to me and I essentially reiterated from the site perspective
about how we desperately need to have a resolution because as a
business – we’re running the business and we need to have further
investment into the site for storage. As I said before you got to get
the hay off the group as – within you know the couple – a couple
weeks of harvest ‘cause if you get any rain on it is’ useless for
export. Jimmy Liu would have said a little bit, Graham Steer would
have said a little bit, but it myself and Daryl driving it.

GRAINGER:

So in – in the lead up to this meeting, did Daryl ask for something to
be written to him at all?

FOOTE:

Yeah I would have told him what I – yeah probably.

GRAINGER:

Okay, do you remember what it was he wanted?

FOOTE:

You probably got it here I’m guessing ‘cause I would have emailed
it to him but.

GRAINGER:

I – I can show you a document, but I just want to try and explore
your memory of it –

FOOTE:

Sure.

GRAINGER:

- of the events before I do that.

FOOTE:

He would have asked me – yeah – yeah – I don’t – I honestly – Paul
I don’t remember what it was that I sent him but I would have – yeah
he – he – he asked me for something yeah I can't remember what it is
though, I can't remember.

GRAINGER:

With – okay, you don’t remember what it is. I’ll show you the
document which is probably the easiest (INAUDIBLE) –

FOOTE:

Was it a business plan?

35

GRAINGER:

I’ll show you what it is and see if it accords with your memory. This
is a – it’s not part of the big bundle, it’s the Commission reference
R19/0732 this document. It’s an email from the Sophie Duan to
Daryl Maguire and Jimmy Liu, you’re not coped into this – this
email itself, but there’s a document on page 4 –

40

FOOTE:

Daryl asked me to write a letter to him, yes I remember that. Jimmy
– what a mess. Dear Daryl, yeah. The board meeting in 2016. Yep.
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GRAINGER:

So the letter in question is on page 4 which is dated 17 August, 2017.
Did you write this letter of your own – you – you – off your own
bat?

FOOTE:

No.

GRAINGER:

Okay, so how did the letter come to begin –

FOOTE:

I was respo –Daryl approach – Daryl would have had a – the – this is
how – my – my understanding, but I was asked to write this from
Daryl Maguire.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

Did – he did ask me on a – he call – I remember he – I spoke to him,
he did ask me to write this letter.

GRAINGER:

Ehm, okay. So do you remember why he wanted this letter written?

FOOTE:

Ah to add again further value or further – a summary in writing from
someone of representative nature of the – of the company to detail –
I mean obviously you seen I go back into the history and I asked
clearly can you – can you assist. Yeah, a formal letter –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

FOOTE:

- other than just a convo oh would you mind just having a chat to
them, no obviously documenting the history succinctly and asking
for the request of the Government for assistance.

GRAINGER:

So what did you think Daryl needed the letter for?

FOOTE:

Again, it – it would have been – again around the – for the Ministers
– for the Ministers – something to present to the Minister or the
Minister staff ahead of this, ‘cause obviously this was written and
then that was already presented so yeah I mean, did I ask why? I
didn’t see any reason I mean it’s a – it’s a summary of why we
needed help –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

FOOTE:

And again from my perspective I’m not a – I’m not – I don’t
understand, I never – I was always kept in the dark and fed shit
basically as a mushroom. With a lot of the stuff, with the intrinsic
nature even though my title General Manager – glorified supervisor.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

Okay.

GRAINGER:

So with – with – with the content of this letter do you recall whether
you’re asked to edit the content at any time of the letter?

FOOTE:

Yeah we had a shape it in a particular way. I don’t know if I sent –

GRAINGER:

So what I’m asking is as the letter was coming into existence do you
recall having a conversation with Daryl about the content of the
letter. So you’ve written a letter in May do you recall speaking to
Daryl about what it said and having to change it?
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FOOTE:

I know I remember that we – that Daryl and I spoke about writing
this letter. Initially I think that the re – request for the letter was
done by Jimmy Liu through Daryl I – I did speak to Daryl on the
phone about this letter though. Again, I – I don’t recall if it was to
do – if I sent a draft first I mean maybe you have a – I don’t know if
you got an email about that. Honestly Paul I don’t remember.

GRAINGER:

Okay. You said there that it had to be shaped in a certain way.

FOOTE:

Yeah I was told to shape it in a particular way.

GRAINGER:

What – why was that?

FOOTE:

Again the history of what’s happened – again – again I’m writing it,
but again these are my words for sure but they were shaped and
again Daryl did tell me to write it with a bit of history as to what
happened and then requesting the assistance.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

Yes. Look and again Jimmy Liu would not have known that was
from – that was from Daryl for sure.

GRAINGER:

Okay. With – during the meeting with the Minister’s staff what –
what was resolved was gonna be the outcome?

FOOTE:

We – we left the meeting with an understanding that the Minister at
the time did not have a specific meeting booked. That it was upon –
it was under request that – that SDG was gonna see the Minister.
And that was gonna be schedule based ‘cause I believe that it was –
there was a lot. Again, if I recall correctly the – the – the lady, one
of the Minister’s staff was saying it was a very full trip. They did
put the request in however I don’t – yeah – but the meeting never
took place between the minister and SDG as I – to – to my
understanding.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Was there some discussion amongst yourself and Jimmy and
say Daryl or Graham Steer about Daryl going to China?

FOOTE:

I don’t recall. To – to do something like this, to – to assist honestly I
don’t recall. No.

GRAINGER:

When Daryl was talking in the meeting what did you understand him
to be acting as?

FOOTE:

Representing the United World Enterprises, not representing his
electorate, not representing the Government. He was the conduit to
assist in a resolution as a commercial matter.

GRAINGER:

Is it something you would normally expect a Member of Parliament
to be involved in?

FOOTE:

Honestly I don’t know. Probably not now, but back then I don’t
know.
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GRAINGER:

Okay, so in essence from what we understand and what you’ve said
Mr Maguire was advocating for two private entities to resolve a
commercial dispute.

FOOTE:

Correct.

GRAINGER:

And in listing possibly the assistance of Government Minister to do
that.

FOOTE:

Correct.

GRAINGER:

Ultimately did anything come of the – the meeting with the Minister
of staff?

FOOTE:

No. We – I – the – the only other thing I believe was I sent an email
thanking them for their time and appreciating their feedback when
appropriate that was – that was the gist of it. That was just being
polite more than anything.

GRAINGER:

Okay. I’ll get you to have a look at page 60 of that bundle that you
have. And now this is an email that you’re not involved in, but the –
the letter attached to the thing, actual email which is at page 61.

FOX:

Page 61.

FOOTE:

I’m not involved in this.

GRAINGER:

No, you weren’t copied into this email.

FOOTE:

“Please find attached letter from Daryl Maguire for your urgent
attention. Okay.

GRAINGER:

So next page is the actual letter that was sent.

FOOTE:

Okay, what’s the date on this?

GRAINGER:

29 August, ‘17.

FOOTE:

Okay well there you go.

GRAINGER:

Now do you recall seeing this letter at all before?

FOOTE:

No.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall there being any discussion about the letter being sent?

FOOTE:

No.

GRAINGER:

Was there – do you want to clarify anything there Tim before I move
on? With the property at the UW Hay facility – UWE Hay facility
was it discussed about building a solar farm there?

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And tell us about that?

FOOTE:

As I mentioned earlier in our discussion we were talking about 12
hectares of land being purchased and six of the hectares at the back
were essentially doing nothing, they were – we used it as a waste
area, we used it, you know, use it for storage of things, that we
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wanna get out of the way. There was the discussion that – yeah
again, potentially install a solar farm there ‘cause at the time there
was a lot of solar farms popping up around Griffith. You’d see it all
the way along Griffith Road that there were inst – syou there – there
were solar farms coming up everywhere, but on much larger sclarger areas of land. We’re only six hectares so participation that
would have been into the grid or even to UW – UWE site would
have been probably marginal at best. Daryl introduced me to a
company in Wagga Great Southern Electrical, yeah it was Great
Southern Electrical they had already had discussions with Paul
Pearsall for the GrainLink site for the connection of power. We
were given quotes for participation, but not through Daryl but
through – through another entity. He was essentially brokering the
deal, but I don’t - just don’t know if Daryl introduced me to that
person or not or it was Martin (UNINTELLIGABLE). Martin
(UNINTELLIGABLE) name is mentioned in this document he was
the planner who was the representative between UWE and Leeton
Shire Council and Griffiths City Council (INAUDIBLE) yeah.
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GRAINGER:

So the broker – the –you said Daryl was working through was that a
Chinese person or is?

FOOTE:

No.

GRAINGER:

No – no.

FOOTE:

No.

GRAINGER:

Alright.

FOOTE:

They were based in Port – Port Macquarie –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

- it’s a lady, I don’t remember her name.

GRAINGER:

So where – are you aware of where the idea came from to put a solar
farm on this six hectares of land?

FOOTE:

It– land utilisation was one, where the idea – where the genesis of
the idea was. It had been around for a long time, I think it was
around before I started because with those big sheds you have a lot
of roof space. And there was the idea of you put solar panels all
over the roofs as well. The – the site as you may or may not know
does not have – oh no, excuse me it does now, but it doesn’t have
power.

GRAINGER:

Mm.

FOOTE:

Running –

GRAINGER:

(UNINTELLIGABLE)

FOOTE:

- generators. Two generators, one little 80K AVA generator and
then another big – big - I think it was an 800K AVA generator, to
power the site so we were, you know, we were relying on those – on
that – those power sources and then the idea to – well before you get
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the power connected was – was – but that’s a very expensive
exercise, but then to potentially look in putting solar into the grid or
power in the site was a – was a another initiative.
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GRAINGER:

Was – and was Daryl the driving force behind that idea? Or
something Jimmy came up with and Daryl was assisting with –

FOOTE:

Ah –

GRAINGER:

- or something totally different.

FOOTE:

I don’t – I mean I can only again – conjecture I just speculating, I
don’t think Jimmy is bright enough to come up with those ideas.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOX:

And did you meet someone from Southern Electrical?

FOOTE:

Did I?

FOX:

Mm.

FOOTE:

Yes.

FOX:

Who did you meet?

FOOTE:

I can't remember, I tried to remember his name his name.

GRAINGER:

Shaun Duffy?

FOOTE:

Yes, thank you. There’s a couple of ‘em, there was two maybe. I
think Shaun Duffy was one, and then Cameron something maybe or
- I don’t remember it was a long time ago and it wasn’t – and again it
wasn’t of any great (UNINTELLIGABLE) ‘cause we just couldn’t
get construction off the ground which is what had to happen first.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

FOOTE:

So it was like okay we’ll get to it. And j – worry about this first,
don’t worry about this. The – this issue with Shanghai Dairy Group
that the focus and the powers, you know, for year 4 or year 5
whatever I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

Okay so with the – the solar thing never got off the ground as well.
With – you indicated you subsequently resigned from UWE.

FOOTE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And when was that roughly?

FOOTE:

It was on the 3rd of July, 2018.

GRAINGER:

And the causal factor you indicated was because of the – the use of
the funds to pay the administrators?

FOOTE:

Yeah, I resigned on the 3rd of July my last day was the 13th of July. I
initially had resigned to leave on the 20th, but they finished me up a
week early and they – yeah. The reason why I resigned was because
I was, well for the lack of a better term, I was sick of the bullshit, I
was sick of the – again I knew who I was working with and I knew
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, I built that hay site and I was doing my best to
get – get it through the situations and maintain credibility with these
farmers and once I knew that those funds for the – that I had for the
remaining inventory for the hay was sold and it was going to be used
to fund the – I knew that – well I knew that I was finished. I told
Graham Steer prior to the administration that I was finished, that I
was going to see out the administration process to add – to add some
dignity to it ‘cause I felt like there has to be someone here
representing the growers and also the – the – the other creditors. But
yeah no, my final resignation was on the – it was actually well I – I
tendered it on the 3rd, but I knew – again I was going to do – ‘cause I
suspected that if I tendered a resignation they would have just booted
me straight away ‘cause that’s their way and typically in a trading
environment that’s kind of what you do anyway. But for me I
wanted to stay to ensure I could protect the interest of the farmers,
but I knew once that – once those monies were gone that it – it was
not a –
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GRAINGER:

So ultimately did someone buy out the Shanghai Dairy Group
interest? What happened?

FOOTE:

Shanghai Dairy Group lost everything. So –

GRAINGER:

Was the company wound up?

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And has now been phoenixed into something else has it?

FOOTE:

And it’s been put into administration at the end of April last – last
month. It’s now gone in twice.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

So you can ask Graham Steer more about that ‘cause he was a – I
believe he was given twenty percent equity of the new entity
Riverina Hay and all the licencing was changed – one of the things
that happens with that site is the licence stays with the site. It’s not
with the company it’s with the site and I – I was – I got the
accreditation from the department of agriculture. In addition to that I
got the accreditation with AQSIQ in China which is the ad – the
quarantine inspection in China. That stays with the site. It – it’s –
and it was changed, you can even see on the – it’s called MICoR
website which is the – the – the department’s website it has a licence
to go to China, it was changed from UWE Hay, and it was then
switched to Riverina Hay, but I believe it’s since been removed
because it went into admin at the end of last month. The guy who
phoenixed it, it was – the – what had happened was I don’t know the
guy’s name, I don’t know who he is, I was never told and I believe I
was purposely kept in dark on this a fellow called Simon. I don’t
know anymore than that, his name is Simon, he was the guy that
loaned money to UWE to phoenix it and he was promised that
Jimmy – Jimmy promised him that he was able to get another
investors from China to be able to pay this guy back, this guy
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obviously got a jack of it and in – as I understand his lawyer
recommend – Simon’s lawyer recommended him to tip it in as well
and then now Simon has control of the company ha – has control of
the assets.
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GRAINGER:

Alright now just dealing with Mr Maguire after you left the company
have you had contact with Mr Maguire.

FOOTE:

He – the only time I – I have had contact with Mr Maguire was he
called me the day before the news story in the Australian broke.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

(INAUDIBLE)

GRAINGER:

So that was the news story about him being sent to china by UWE
you talking about?

FOOTE:

No.

FOX:

No, this is the new story about him being involved with Canterbury
City Council?

FOOTE:

Correct.

FOX:

Yes.

FOOTE:

Correct.

GRAINGER:

So what did he say to you?

FOOTE:

He said to me that there were going to be – there’s going to be a
newspaper article in the Australian and that he was going to have
UWE name on it. It’s gonna have Jimmy’s name in it and that it’s
all bullshit, it’s all nothing. And that’s why I thought you guys may
have heard my voice ‘cause you would have tapped his phone.
‘cause I’ve heard that – I’ve heard – I’ve – I’ve heard the –
obviously I’ve heard – it’s on the – it’s - you can just google Daryl
Maguire and you can play it. He actually mentions two projects in –
and again I’m speculating here he mentions two projects when he’s
talking to Michael Hawatt whatever his name is, he says its – it’s
about a minute six fifteen or something he said – ‘cause Daryl says
are they – talking about, you know, a project that Michael was
working on he says that Daryl says oh are they Chinese and then
Michael said no they’re not and he says well listen I need thirty
projects and I’ve got three, I’ve got two – well two – two – two have
already –

GRAINGER:

Yep.

FOOTE:

- two have already been done and when I heard that ‘cause again I’m
sort of prepping for today too so I can jog my memory for you guys,
is I heard that I’m thinking was that Currabubula Station and UWE
Hay. It could be convenient, it may not be like you said they’re
small, but that kind of made me worry.
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GRAINGER:

So just tell us if at best you can what Daryl said it’s gonna hit the fan
basically –

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- and what else did he say?

FOOTE:

He – I told him I’ve resigned he offered me a reference, and I said –
I didn’t say anything. He said that, again, just – I mean this is to the
best of my knowledge this is what he said he said, “Steven to let you
know that tomorrow there’s gonna be a newspaper in the Australian
with regard to a couple things and UWE Hay”, he didn’t tell me
why, but he said, “UWE Hay’s name is going to be in it as is
Jimmy’s, it’s all bullshit and it’s going to blow over”. And I said,
“Right I said well – and that’s when I – it was a – it was like – it
would have been in all of ninety second conversation. And I said,
“Daryl I’ve resigned, I don’t work there anymore,” and then he
offered me a – a reference.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

I don’t know if you guys have even – you may have heard it I don’t
know.

GRAINGER:

Um, that’s the last time you spoke to him?

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Have you spoke to Jimmy at all of late?

FOOTE:

Not lately. The last conversation I had with Jimmy was – I got
caught up with the administration back in 2016. There’s a company
called Quay Shipping who provides ocean freight in export
containers. In lieu of getting Jimmy or Freda, the Directors of the
company, to sign essentially the credit application for Quay Shipping
I just filled it out myself and I signed it, 2016. Quay Shipping, once
the administration was tipped in Quay Shipping had twenty export
containers which had been arrested by Links Cargo Services, they
put a lien over it, and in turn the lien was then switched over by
Quay Shipping. Quay Shipping then tried to sue me because I’d
signed the bloody application in lieu of the director which was – and
I – I had several conversations with Jimmy basically just saying you
know how disappointed I was with the whole process. He kept on
telling me he was gonna fix, he was gonna fix it, I said Jimmy this is
bad for me mate I said I’m not a director, I’m not an officer, I’ve got
nothing to do with this. You’ve tipped it in, you made – made the –
the ‘f’n’ decision mate and now you’ve left me holding it all. I said
I’m – I’m basically could be up for a hundred grand, personal you
know. And the guy on the other side whose Darren Dumbleton
whose the Managing Director of Quay Shipping he was a prick.
Like he was just – he didn’t care. Absolute – and I’ve known Darren
for years. Known him for years.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.
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FOOTE:

Anyway that - and then the last time I honestly once it was all
resolved, to be honest I received all of my money from UWE. I’ve
received my superannuation they don’t owe me anything. This – my
legal fees were paid by UWE for this nonsense with Quay Shipping.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

And the last time I’m gonna guess, I’m gonna say September was the
last time I actually spoke with Jimmy Liu. The only other contact
I’ve had is with Graham Steer. I had – last time I’ve seen Graham I
had breakfast with him on Melbourne Cup day last year, I have not
seen Graham since. I’ve had a couple of phone conversations with
him. I called – I – I do consultancy work now, I own my own
business and I have consultancy w – business – ah consult – I do
consultancy work for another company and they’re in the fod – but
they’re - they do some work with a company called Balco Australia
which is one of the – the second largest hay exporter in Australia and
I’ve known the Balco guys for years and, you know, I get along great
guns and they’re – they also know that you know I was caught into
the tornado of all this nonsense too. Balco were potentially looking
to do an ex – an expansion and I knew that Jimmy Hay – Jimmy
Liu’s asset was sitting there doing three fifths of nothing and he
doesn’t have the credibility with the farmers. The only way you
could resurrect that site – and to – I have a personal investment in
that site because I built it. You know it was a construction – it
wasn’t – it wasn’t even a construction site when I first – it was just
ground. And I was there for the – for the whole thing. I approached
Graham Steer to see where he was at with regards to the situation
and I knew th –that they’d phoenixed it. And I called up Graham to
ask him about how the site was going because I potentially could
have had an interested party to come and – and buy it. ‘cause I – and
I could – and – and that would have – only thing it would done for
me it would have been assisting with increasing the volume of hay to
export ‘cause the company I did the consultancy work with they
represent the Balco into the Middle East to the dairies over there -

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

- and this would have given them an optional origin which is just a
hedge.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOOTE:

So.

GRAINGER:

I have no further questions to ask you Steven, Tim do you want to
clarify anything?

FOX:

Just one. Over the time period of time you were involved and what
you’ve said and what you looked at Daryl Maguire has spent a lot of
time and effort advocating for and representing UWE.

FOOTE:

Yes.

FOX:

What benefit did he get out of it that you know of?
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FOOTE:

I don’t know of any payments, I don’t know of any – I honestly – no,
I’ve already thought about that. I’ve never – I never witnessed
anything any cash or any – I don’t know. What benefit did he get,
like I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

Steven just in closing, are you happy about the conduct of Tim and I
during the interview?

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Do you have any complaints?

FOOTE:

No.

GRAINGER:

Have the answers been given of your own free will?

FOOTE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. And have we offered you any threat or – sorry – have we
threatened you, or offered you any promise or inducement to take
part?

FOOTE:

No.

GRAINGER:

Steven thank you for your time and thank you for coming in and
seeing us it’s been a great assistance, the time is now 12:09PM and
I’ll finalise the interview.

INTERVIEW CONCLUDED
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UWE Geotechnical Report
From:
To:
Cc:
Date:

Steven Foote <steven@uwecommodities.com>
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Jimmy Liu <jimmy@uwecommodities.com>
Wed, 10 Aug 2016 08:18:30 +1000

Good Morning Daryl,
I’ve attached the Geotechnical Report for the site.
This may be something your guys in the Tender need for the assessment of the land surfaces.
Many thanks.
Best Regards,
Steven Foote
General Manager
UWE Hay Pty Ltd

United World Enterprises Pty Ltd
Unit 6, 192 Kingsgrove Road
Kingsgrove NSW 2208
P: +61 (2) 9554 8899
F: +61 (2) 9554 8988
M:
E: steven@uwecommodities.com
W: www.uwecommodities.com
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G

ABN 53 058 315 138

8 January 2015

Geotechnical Engineering
Environmental Consultancy
Soil Concrete Aggregate Testing
NATA Accredited Laboratories
ACN 058 315 138

Reg. No.: GS14-132

Planningmatters Development Service
23 Noorilla Street
Griffith, NSW 2680
Attention: Mr. Martin Ruggeri
Dear Martin,
GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATION – PROPOSED HAY PRODUCTION FACILITY
LOT 3 IRRIGATION WAY, WUMBULGAL, NSW
Further to your request in response to our quotation, Q14-287 (9 sheds) dated 9 September 2014 to
undertake the geotechnical investigation for the proposed hay production facility development at the
above site, we drilled thirteen boreholes (BH1 to BH13) at the proposed location of the sheds to the depths
ranging from 0.45 to 3.6m as shown in the attached plan using our trailer-mounted drill rig on 11
December 2014. Dynamic Cone Penetrometer testing (DCP) was also carried out at each borehole location
to assess the strength of the underlying material. Disturbed samples were recovered from the boreholes
for relevant laboratory testing.
The purpose of the investigation is to assess the type and condition of the underlying soil material and
make recommendation for the proposed development. The proposed development includes 9 large sheds
being one for production and eight for storage.
1.0

Site Description

The site for the proposed works is located approximately 20km east of the Griffith Township and
approximately 800m south of the existing rail line crossing across Irrigation Way at Wumbulgal, NSW. The
proposed hay production facility is located approximately 1.5km east of the entrance off Irrigation Way.
The proposed site was noted as having downward slopes in various directions at approximately 1V:20H
however the proposed hay production facility site had been cut to a maximum depth of approximately
1.5m with a slight downward slope from south-east to north-west at approximately 1V:80H. It was noted
that the vegetation was removed across the entire site at the time of the investigation.
4/2 Riedell Street (Po Box 5158), Wagga Wagga, NSW, 2650 – Tel (02) 6939 5555 – Fax (02) 69215992
60 Benerembah Street, Griffith, NSW, 2680 - Tel (02) 69645551 - Fax (02) 69645552
Email: admin@artl.com.au
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2.0

Site Geology

The general topography of the area is flat, gently undulating low tablelands. The Wumbulgal area is
underlain by the Quaternary alluvium deposits (floodplain sediments) comprising black and red clayey silt,
sand and gravel and late Devonian siltstone bedrock in accordance with 1:250,000 Scale “Metallogenic
Series Sheet SI/55-10 for Narrandera”.
3.0

Subsurface Condition

It should be noted that the proposed development site has been cut across the site. The boreholes (BH1 to
BH13) drilled across the proposed hay production facility site revealed that the site is underlain by natural
alluvial deposits comprising fine to medium grained silty clayey sand, low plasticity sandy clayey silt, fine to
coarse grained clayey sandy gravel/silty sandy gravel, low to medium plasticity sandy silty clay, medium to
high plasticity silty clay, which in turn is underlain by extremely to highly weathered, extremely weak to
very weak sandstone/siltstone bedrock, extending to the borehole refusal depths ranging from 0.45m to
3.6m across the site (refer to borehole logs for individual borehole depths). It should be noted that about
0.1m of fill was placed on top of the cut surface at BH7 area. The borehole refusal appeared to have been
encountered on coarse gravel/cobbles, sandstone/siltstone bedrock or possible floaters.
The moisture condition of the underlying natural material was generally less than plastic limit and dry to
moist throughout the profile at the time of the investigation. No groundwater or seepage was encountered
during the drilling in the boreholes drilled, however it should be noted that variations to the water table
level could fluctuate with changes to the season, temperature and rainfall.
As per the DCP test result and visual observation of the resistance by auger TC bit, the underlying natural
soil material is assessed to generally vary from firm to stiff to very stiff to hard consistency and medium
dense to dense across the site.
4.0

Laboratory Testing

To confirm and evaluate the results of the fieldwork, laboratory tests were carried out on the
representative samples of the subsoil obtained from the boreholes. Laboratory testing included linear
shrinkage and moisture content test and they were carried out at our NATA accredited testing laboratory
in Griffith. The test report on linear shrinkage and moisture content test is herewith attached. Linear
shrinkage test results are also incorporated in the respective borehole logs.
5.0

Discussion & Comment
5.1

Site Preparation and Earthworks

The following site preparation is recommended once the topsoil, fill and unsuitable material, if any, are
removed as required:
2
Registration: GS14-132
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Proof roll the exposed natural subgrade using a minimum of 10 passes of 12 tonne dead weight
roller to detect any soft, loose or heaving areas.
- Any soft or heave areas, if detected during the process, should be excavated down and backfilled
with appropriate approved materials compacted in 150mm thick layers to the minimum
equivalent density of 98% of SMDD.
- Replace and re-compact with the approved fill material as specified above.
- Any area of exposed subgrade, which exhibits shrinkage cracking and does not require
recompaction, should be watered and rolled until the shrinkage cracks do not reappear. During
this undertaking, care should be exercised to ensure the surface does not become soft.
-

Subsequent to the above subgrade preparation, clean approved fill preferably granular materials can be
placed as required and compacted to the compaction requirements as given above. The degree of
compaction of any fill placement should be verified by a NATA accredited testing authority to ensure that it
achieves specified density. The boundaries of the fill areas should be sloped to a maximum batter of 1.0
Vertical to 2.0 Horizontal.
The structural fill is to be prepared in such a way that it achieves a minimum of 98% of SMDD in every
150mm thick compacted layers and certified by a relevant NATA accredited testing laboratory for which a
safe allowable bearing pressure of 100kPa may be adopted, provided proper drainage measures are
incorporated in the design, during and after the construction.
It is highly recommended the construction of fill pad under Level 1 supervision in accordance with “AS3798
– 2007 – Guidelines on earthworks for commercial and residential developments” if fill pads are to be used
for the foundation of the any structure.
5.2

Shed Structures Foundation

Based on the field and laboratory investigation, the site for the proposed hay production facility shall be
classified as “M-D – Moderately reactive deep drying” in accordance with the Australian Standard AS
2870-2011 - “Residential Slab and Footings”, provided the subgrade is prepared as specified in Section 5.1.
The footings may be designed similar to those recommended for “Class MD” in AS2870 and may be
founded below topsoil and fill, if any, into natural ground. If fill, other than sand and gravel is to be used
for filling, then the site classification shall be reviewed.
The shallow footings such as deep edge beam or pad and strip footings may be adopted and they may be
proportioned for a maximum allowable bearing pressure of 150kPa and a subgrade reaction modulus (k) of
35kPa/mm founded on natural sandy silty clay/clayey sandy gravel/silty sandy gravel/sandy clayey silt
material at or below 0.2m from the existing surface (refer borehole logs), provided proper drainage
measures are incorporated during and after the construction. It should be noted that firm material extends
to 0.5m in BH8 below current cut level and the footing shall be taken to 0.5m in this location. Alternatively,
the footing system may be designed for the allowable bearing pressure of 100kPa and a subgrade reaction
modulus (k) of 25kPa/mm founded on the prepared subgrade as specified in Section 5.1.
3
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If the footing system is taken to 0.5m below the existing surface level, then a maximum allowable bearing
pressure of 300kPa and a subgrade reaction modulus (k) of 40kPa/mm founded on natural sandy silty clay
material may be adopted.
The bored and cast-in-place pile footing system, if adopted, should be taken into the underlying very stiff
to hard sandy silty clay/silty clay at or below 1.0m from the existing surface for which an allowable end
bearing pressure of 300kPa may be adopted. The average allowable skin friction of 30kPa may be adopted
within soil/rock profile. The skin friction within the top 1.0m depth of natural soil and within structural fill
shall be ignored. The pile footing system may be taken to the underlying extremely weathered
sandstone/siltstone bedrock encountered in BH5, BH7, BH8 & BH9 at depths ranging from 0.45m to 3.3m
within the investigated depth. The pile footing system taken to the underlying extremely weathered rock, if
adopted, may be designed for an allowable end bearing pressure of 600kPa with skin friction of 60kPa
within the rock formation. Caution shall be exercised to ensure the footing is founded on the underlying
bedrock, not on floaters. It should be noted that borehole refusal depths were encountered in BH1, BH2,
BH3, BH4, BH6, BH10, BH11, BH12 and BH13, however the bedrock depths could not be determined at the
time of the investigation.
If the footing system is to be taken to the different type of founding material (clay, gravel and bedrock
differently), the footing system should be designed in such a way that differential settlement is minimal
or within tolerable limits for the whole building.
Care would be required to ensure the bases of the pile shafts and footings must be clean and free of soft,
remoulded and loose material and the sides of bored pile holes where side adhesion is adopted must be
free of smear prior to concreting. To achieve this, bases of bored pile holes should be cleaned using a
cleaning bucket and the sides of the pile holes should be roughed to remove the smear zone associated
with drilling, or the side adhesion values given above should be reduced by 50%. Some localized seepage or
pile wall instability requiring temporary liners may be encountered within natural materials if footing
excavations are carried out after prolonged period of rainfall.
If uplift forces are to be assessed, the allowable side resistance on the footing system may be taken as
equivalent to 50% of the allowable side adhesion values given above.
The footing excavations should not be left exposed for prolonged periods as deterioration of footing bases
may occur when subjected to wetting and drying processes. Care should be exercised during construction
to ensure water ponding does not occur since this may lead to subsequent softening of the founding
materials. Groundwater seepage may be encountered if the footing excavation is carried out after periods
of extreme rainfall. Any such seepage should be readily controllable by conventional sump and pump
dewatering systems installed at the base of the excavation. The footing excavations shall be cleared off the
debris and ponding water prior to the placement of the concrete in order to adopt the above
recommended bearing pressures.
If water ponds in the base of footings or the base founding materials are affected by moisture ingress, then
this material should be excavated to expose clay subgrade, which has not been exposed to moisture, and
4
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pour the concrete immediately. If a delay in pouring concrete is anticipated, then a blinding layer should be
placed over the base of the footing to prevent softening of the footing base.
It is highly recommended to incorporate proper drainage measures around the perimeter of the shed
structures to ensure surface run-off does not ingress into the founding material. The footing excavations
shall be inspected by experienced geotechnical personnel to ensure they achieve the above recommended
bearing pressures.
5.3

Settlement

We envisage that the total settlements should be minimal provided the design is made within the
allowable design parameters recommended and, the maintenance of the structure and proper drainage
measures are adopted around the structures.
Shallow footings proportioned in accordance with design parameters given above are estimated to have
load induced settlements of no greater than 0.75% of the width of the footing. Pile foundation designed in
accordance with design parameters given above are estimated to have load induced settlements of no
greater than 0.75% of the diameter of the piles.
It should be noted that although the aforementioned design parameters given above are in terms of
allowable limit, their use should be checked against settlement, using deformation characteristics values of
the underlying clay material given in Table 1. It should be noted that differential settlement should not
exceed 50% of the total settlement.
Table 1

Deformation Characteristics Values1

Parameters
Bulk Density (kN/m3)
Elastic Modulus (Undrained) (MPa) -Eu
Coefficient of Volume Compressibility
(m2/MN) - mv

-

Stiff to Very
Stiff Clay
17.0
8.0
0.07

Very Stiff to Hard
Clay
18.0
12.0
0.07

Note: 1 - These values are estimated from the field DCP test results.
5.4

Site Sub-Soil Class – Earthquake Design

The site sub-soil class in accordance with Section 4.2 of AS1170.4-2007 “Part 4: Earthquake actions in
Australia”, is assessed to be “Class Ce- Shallow soil site”.

5
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6.0

General Comment

Occasionally, the subsurface soil conditions in the completed boreholes may be found different (or may be
interpreted to be different) from those expected. This can also occur with groundwater conditions,
especially after climatic changes. If such differences appear to exist, we recommend that you immediately
contact us.
Should you have any queries, please do contact us.
Yours truly,

Tin Maung
Senior Geotechnical Engineer
Attachments:
• Addendum
• Plan showing borehole locations
• Borehole logs with Explanatory Note
• Dynamic Cone Penetrometer test report
• Laboratory test reports

6
Registration: GS14-132
Project/Location: Geotechnical Investigation – Proposed Hay Production Facility, Lot 3 Irrigation Way, Wumbulgal, NSW
Client: Planningmatters Development Service – Griffith, NSW

Volume 27

701

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

ADDENDUM
LIMITS OF INVESTIGATION
The recommendations made in this report are based on the assumption that the test
results are representative of the overall subsurface conditions. However, it should be
noted that even under optimum circumstances, actual conditions in some parts of the
building site may differ from those said to exist, because no geotechnical engineer, no
matter how qualified, and no subsurface exploration program, no matter how
comprehensive, can reveal all that is hidden by earth, rock and time.
The client should also be aware that our recommendations refer only to our test site
locations and the ground level at the time of testing.
The recommendations in this report are based on the following: a) The information gained from our investigation.
b) The present "state of the art" in testing and design.
c) The building type and site treatment conveyed to us by the client.
d) Historical Information
Should the client or his agent have omitted to supply us with the correct relevant
information, or make significant changes to the building type and/or building
envelope, our report may not take responsibility for any consequences and we reserve
the right to make an additional charge if more testing is necessary.
Not withstanding the recommendations made in this report, we also recommend that
whenever footings are close to any excavations or easements, that consideration
should be given to deepening the footings.
Unless otherwise stated in our commission, any dimensions or slope direction and
magnitude should not be used for any building costing calculations and/or positioning.
Any sketch supplied should be considered as only an approximate pictorial evidence
of our work.
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Borehole No.: 1

AITKEN ROWE TESTING LABORATORIES PTY LTD

Sheet No.: 1 of 1

Sample

Type

CL

Sandy Silty CLAY; low plasticity, red brown, fine to

MC<PL

medium sand, trace fine to medium gravel
CL

No.

Lab. Test

GPS

Rel. Density

Consistency/

Moisture

Condition

Description

Depth (m)

USCS Symbol

Ground Level: Existing
Method: Auger drilling with TC Bit

Date: 11/12/2014
N: 6196142
E: 0429255

Remarks & Field Records

L.S %

Topsoil removed - Natural Area

St.-VSt.
VSt.-H

Sandy Silty CLAY; low plasticity, red orange brown, fine
to medium sand, trace fine to medium gravel

D

1A

D

1B

0.5
CL

Silty CLAY; low plasticity, red orange brown, with fine
to medium sand, trace fine to coarse gravel

5.5

Refusal on gravel/cobbles or possible

End of Borehole (BH1) @ 0.8m

1.0

bedrock floaters

1.5

2.0

2.5

3.0

3.5

4.0
Logged By: M.S

Registration No.: GS14-132
Scale: As shown
Project/Location: Geotechnical Investigation - Proposed Hay Production Facility, Lot 3 Irrigation Way, Wumbulgal, NSW
Client: PlanningMatters Development Service - Griffith, NSW
Dry on Completion
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Borehole No.: 2

AITKEN ROWE TESTING LABORATORIES PTY LTD

Sheet No.: 1 of 1

Sample

Type
CL

Sandy Silty CLAY; low plasticity, red brown, fine to medium sand, trace gravel

MC<PL

CL

No.

Lab. Test

GPS

Rel. Density

Consistency/

Moisture

Condition

Description

Depth (m)

USCS Symbol

Ground Level: Existing
Method: Auger drilling with TC Bit

Date: 11/12/2014
N: 6196149
E: 0429198

Remarks & Field Records

L.S %

St.-VSt.

Topsoil removed - Natural Area

Sandy Silty CLAY; low plasticity, red brown, fine to
medium sand

D

2A

3.0

FMC = 6.2%

D

2B

6.0

FMC = 12.0%

D

2C

10.0

D

2D

12.0

0.5
CL

Sandy Silty CLAY; low plasticity, orange brown, fine to

VSt.-H

medium sand, trace fine to medium gravel

1.0
CI

Silty CLAY; medium plasticity, orange brown, with fine
to medium sand, trace fine to medium gravel

1.5

CI-CH Silty CLAY; medium to high plasticity, orange brown,
with fine sand, trace fine gravel

2.0

CI-CH Silty CLAY; medium to high plasticity, yellow brown,
with fine sand, trace fine gravel

2.5
Refusal on gravel/cobbles or possible

End of Borehole (BH2) @ 2.6m

bedrock floaters

3.0

3.5

4.0
Logged By: M.S

Registration No.: GS14-132
Scale: As shown
Project/Location: Geotechnical Investigation - Proposed Hay Production Facility, Lot 3 Irrigation Way, Wumbulgal, NSW
Client: PlanningMatters Development Service - Griffith, NSW
Dry on Completion
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Borehole No.: 3

AITKEN ROWE TESTING LABORATORIES PTY LTD

Sheet No.: 1 of 1

Sample

Type

CL

Sandy Silty CLAY; low plasticity, red brown, fine to

MC<PL

medium sand, trace fine to medium gravel

GC

No.

Lab. Test

GPS

Rel. Density

Consistency/

Moisture

Condition

Description

Depth (m)

USCS Symbol

Ground Level: Existing
Method: Auger drilling with TC Bit

Date: 11/12/2014
N: 6196019
E: 0429181

Remarks & Field Records

L.S %

Topsoil removed - Cut Area

F
VSt.

Sandy Clayey GRAVEL; fine to coarse grained, red
brown, fine to medium sand, fines of low plasticity

M

MD-D

D

3A

0.5
Refusal on gravel/cobbles or possible

End of Borehole (BH3) @ 0.45m

bedrock/floaters

1.0

1.5

2.0

2.5

3.0

3.5

4.0
Logged By: M.S

Registration No.: GS14-132
Scale: As shown
Project/Location: Geotechnical Investigation - Proposed Hay Production Facility, Lot 3 Irrigation Way, Wumbulgal, NSW
Client: PlanningMatters Development Service - Griffith, NSW
Dry on Completion
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Borehole No.: 4

AITKEN ROWE TESTING LABORATORIES PTY LTD

Sheet No.: 1 of 1

Sample

Type

CL

Sandy Silty CLAY; low plasticity, red brown, fine to medium sand

MC<PL

VSt.

GC

Clayey Sandy GRAVEL; fine to coarse grained, red

D-M

MD-D

MC<PL

VSt.-H

No.

Lab. Test

GPS

Rel. Density

Consistency/

Moisture

Condition

Description

Depth (m)

USCS Symbol

Ground Level: Existing
Method: Auger drilling with TC Bit

Date: 11/12/2014
N: 6196015
E: 0429246

Remarks & Field Records

L.S %

Topsoil removed - Cut Area

brown, fine to medium sand, trace cobbles, fines of low
plasticity

0.5
CL-CI

Silty CLAY; low to medium plasticity, yellow brown, with
fine sand, trace fine to medium gravel

D

4A

7.5

1.0

Refusal on gravel/cobbles or possible

End of Borehole (BH4) @ 1.2m

bedrock/floaters

1.5

2.0

2.5

3.0

3.5

4.0
Logged By: M.S

Registration No.: GS14-132
Scale: As shown
Project/Location: Geotechnical Investigation - Proposed Hay Production Facility, Lot 3 Irrigation Way, Wumbulgal, NSW
Client: PlanningMatters Development Service - Griffith, NSW
Dry on Completion
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Borehole No.: 5

AITKEN ROWE TESTING LABORATORIES PTY LTD

Sheet No.: 1 of 1

Sample

Type

CL

Sandy Silty CLAY; low plasticity, red brown, fine to

MC<PL

Silty CLAY; medium plasticity, red orange brown, with
fine to medium sand, trace fine to medium gravel

Date: 11/12/2014
N: 6196125
E: 0429353

Remarks & Field Records

L.S %

Topsoil removed - Natural Area

St.-VSt.

medium sand, trace fine to coarse gravel

CI

No.

Lab. Test

GPS

Rel. Density

Consistency/

Moisture

Condition

Description

Depth (m)

USCS Symbol

Ground Level: Existing
Method: Auger drilling with TC Bit

D

5A

D

5B

9.0

D

5C

10.5

D

5D

12.5

D

5E

VSt.-H

0.5

1.0

CI

Sandy Silty CLAY; medium plasticity, yellow brown, fine

1.5

to coarse sand, with fine to medium gravel

2.0

CI-CH Silty CLAY; medium to high plasticity, yellow brown, with
fine sand, trace fine to medium gravel

2.5

3.0

SANDSTONE; extremely weathered, very weak, with

D-M

clay bands

3.5

End of Borehole (BH5) @ 3.6m

Refusal on bedrock or possible floater

4.0
Logged By: M.S

Registration No.: GS14-132
Scale: As shown
Project/Location: Geotechnical Investigation - Proposed Hay Production Facility, Lot 3 Irrigation Way, Wumbulgal, NSW
Client: PlanningMatters Development Service - Griffith, NSW
Dry on Completion
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Borehole No.: 6

AITKEN ROWE TESTING LABORATORIES PTY LTD

Sheet No.: 1 of 1

Sample

Type

ML

Sandy Clayey SILT; low plasticity, red brown, fine to

MC<PL

medium sand, trace fine to medium gravel

No.

Date: 11/12/2014
N: 6196112
E: 0429410

Remarks & Field Records

L.S %

Topsoil removed - Natural Area

S
St.

Lab. Test

GPS

Rel. Density

Consistency/

Moisture

Condition

Description

Depth (m)

USCS Symbol

Ground Level: Existing
Method: Auger drilling with TC Bit

D

6A

D

6B

VSt.

CL-CI

Sandy Silty CLAY; low to medium plasticity, yellow orange

0.5

brown, fine to medium sand, trace fine to medium

VSt.-H

gravel
CL

Sandy Silty CLAY; low plasticity, pale yellow brown, fine
to coarse sand, trace fine to medium gravel

1.0
CI

Sandy Silty CLAY; medium plasticity, red orange brown,
fine sand, trace fine to medium gravel
Refusal on gravel/cobbles or possible

End of Borehole (BH6) @ 1.2m

bedrock/floaters

1.5

2.0

2.5

3.0

3.5

4.0
Logged By: M.S

Registration No.: GS14-132
Scale: As shown
Project/Location: Geotechnical Investigation - Proposed Hay Production Facility, Lot 3 Irrigation Way, Wumbulgal, NSW
Client: PlanningMatters Development Service - Griffith, NSW
Dry on Completion
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Borehole No.: 7

AITKEN ROWE TESTING LABORATORIES PTY LTD

Sheet No.: 1 of 1

Sample

Type

ML

FILL: Sandy Clayey SILT; low plasticity, red brown, fine to medium sand,
trace fine to coarse gravel, trace cobbles

CL

Sandy Silty CLAY; low plasticity, mottled yellow orange

MC<PL

End of Borehole (BH7) @ 0.55m

Remarks & Field Records

FILL: Appears moderately compacted 'Uncontrolled'
Topsoil removed

St.

Topsoil removed - Cut Area
D

0.5

Date: 11/12/2014
N: 6195992
E: 0429394

L.S %

VSt.

brown, fine to coarse sand, trace fine to coarse gravel

SANDSTONE; highly weathered, very weak, yellow

No.

Lab. Test

GPS

Rel. Density

Consistency/

Moisture

Condition

Description

Depth (m)

USCS Symbol

Ground Level: Existing
Method: Auger drilling with TC Bit

7A

6.5

FMC = 12.1%

D

Refusal on bedrock or possible floater

1.0

1.5

2.0

2.5

3.0

3.5

4.0
Logged By: M.S

Registration No.: GS14-132
Scale: As shown
Project/Location: Geotechnical Investigation - Proposed Hay Production Facility, Lot 3 Irrigation Way, Wumbulgal, NSW
Client: PlanningMatters Development Service - Griffith, NSW
Dry on Completion
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Borehole No.: 8

AITKEN ROWE TESTING LABORATORIES PTY LTD

Sheet No.: 1 of 1

Sample

Type

CL-CI

Sandy Silty CLAY; low to medium plasticity, mottled

MC<PL

No.

Lab. Test

GPS

Rel. Density

Consistency/

Moisture

Condition

Description

Depth (m)

USCS Symbol

Ground Level: Existing
Method: Auger drilling with TC Bit

Date: 11/12/2014
N: 6196001
E: 0429333

Remarks & Field Records

L.S %

Topsoil removed - Cut Area

St.

yellow orange brown, fine to coarse sand, trace fine to
medium gravel
F

D

8A

7.5

FMC = 12.2%

D

8B

9.5

FMC = 17.3%

0.5
VSt.-H

CI

Sandy Silty CLAY; medium plasticity, orange brown, fine

MC>PL

to coarse sand, trace fine to medium gravel

1.0

SILTSTONE; extremely weathered, very weak, cream
white

D

1.5

End of Borehole (BH8) @ 1.6m

Refusal on bedrock or possible floater

2.0

2.5

3.0

3.5

4.0
Logged By: M.S

Registration No.: GS14-132
Scale: As shown
Project/Location: Geotechnical Investigation - Proposed Hay Production Facility, Lot 3 Irrigation Way, Wumbulgal, NSW
Client: PlanningMatters Development Service - Griffith, NSW
Dry on Completion
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Borehole No.: 9

AITKEN ROWE TESTING LABORATORIES PTY LTD

Sheet No.: 1 of 1

Sample

Type

GM

Silty Sandy GRAVEL; fine to coarse grained, red orange

D-M

MD

MC<PL

VSt.-H

No.

Lab. Test

GPS

Rel. Density

Consistency/

Moisture

Condition

Description

Depth (m)

USCS Symbol

Ground Level: Existing
Method: Auger drilling with TC Bit

Date: 11/12/2014
N: 6196018
E: 0429286

Remarks & Field Records

L.S %

Topsoil removed - Cut Area

brown, fine to coarse sand, fines of low plasticity

0.5
CL-CI

Sandy Silty CLAY; low to medium plasticity, yellow

orange brown, fine to coarse sand, with fine to medium
gravel

D

9A

8.0

D

9B

11.5

1.0

CI-CH Sandy Silty CLAY; medium to high plasticity, yellow
orange brown, fine to medium sand, trace fine to

1.5

medium gravel

SANDSTONE; extremely weathered, very weak, cream
yellow

D-M

2.0

2.5

Refusal on bedrock

End of Borehole (BH9) @ 2.8m

3.0

3.5

4.0
Logged By: M.S

Registration No.: GS14-132
Scale: As shown
Project/Location: Geotechnical Investigation - Proposed Hay Production Facility, Lot 3 Irrigation Way, Wumbulgal, NSW
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Dry on Completion
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Borehole No.: 10

AITKEN ROWE TESTING LABORATORIES PTY LTD

Sheet No.: 1 of 1

Sample

Type

ML

Sandy Clayey SILT; low plasticity, red orange brown,

MC<PL

No.

Lab. Test

GPS

Rel. Density

Consistency/

Moisture

Condition

Description

Depth (m)

USCS Symbol

Ground Level: Existing
Method: Auger drilling with TC Bit

Date: 11/12/2014
N: 6196089
E: 0429222

Remarks & Field Records

L.S %

Topsoil removed - Natural Area

St.-VSt.

fine to medium sand
D

10A

4.0

D

10B

6.5

D

10C

10.0

FMC = 5.9%

VSt.-H

0.5
ML

Sandy Clayey SILT; low plasticity, orange brown, fine to
medium sand, trace fine to medium gravel

1.0

CL

Sandy Silty CLAY; low plasticity, red orange brown, fine
to medium sand, trace fine to medium gravel

1.5
CI

Sandy Silty CLAY; medium plasticity, yellow brown, fine
to coarse sand, trace fine to medium gravel

2.0

2.5

CI

Silty CLAY; medium plasticity, yellow brown, with fine

3.0 MC>PL

to medium sand, with fine to medium gravel

Refusal on bedrock

End of Borehole (BH10) @ 3.3m

3.5

4.0
Logged By: M.S

Registration No.: GS14-132
Scale: As shown
Project/Location: Geotechnical Investigation - Proposed Hay Production Facility, Lot 3 Irrigation Way, Wumbulgal, NSW
Client: PlanningMatters Development Service - Griffith, NSW
Dry on Completion
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Borehole No.: 11

AITKEN ROWE TESTING LABORATORIES PTY LTD

Sheet No.: 1 of 1

Sample

Type

CL

Sandy Silty CLAY; low plasticity, red brown, fine to coarse

MC>PL

No.

Lab. Test

GPS

Rel. Density

Condition

Consistency/

Moisture

Description

Depth (m)

USCS Symbol

Ground Level: Existing
Method: Auger drilling with TC Bit

Date: 11/12/2014
N: 6196058
E: 0429271

Remarks & Field Records

L.S %

Topsoil removed - Cut Area

VSt.-H

sand, trace fine to coarse gravel

ML

Sandy Clayey SILT; low plasticity, red orange brown, fine
to medium sand, trace fine to medium gravel

CL

Sandy Silty CLAY; low plasticity, orange brown, fine to

0.5
D

11A

D

11B

1.0

coarse sand, with fine to medium gravel

6.5

1.5

2.0

Refusal on gravel/cobbles or possible

End of Borehole (BH11) @ 2.2m

bedrock/floaters

2.5

3.0

3.5

4.0
Logged By: M.S

Registration No.: GS14-132
Scale: As shown
Project/Location: Geotechnical Investigation - Proposed Hay Production Facility, Lot 3 Irrigation Way, Wumbulgal, NSW
Client: PlanningMatters Development Service - Griffith, NSW
Dry on Completion
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Borehole No.: 12

AITKEN ROWE TESTING LABORATORIES PTY LTD

Sheet No.: 1 of 1
GPS

Sample

Type

ML

Sandy Clayey SILT; low plasticity, red orange brown, fine

MC>PL

VSt.

No.

Lab. Test

Rel. Density

Consistency/

Moisture

Condition

Description

Depth (m)

USCS Symbol

Ground Level: Existing
Method: Auger drilling with TC Bit

Date: 11/12/2014
N: 6196072
E: 0429330

Remarks & Field Records

L.S %

Topsoil removed - Cut Area

to medium sand, trace fine to medium gravel

0.5
ML

Sandy Clayey SILT; low plasticity, red orange brown, fine

VSt.-H

to medium sand, with fine to medium gravel

1.0

CL

Sandy Silty CLAY; low plasticity, orange brown, fine to
coarse sand, with fine to medium gravel

1.5

2.0

Refusal on gravel/cobbles or possible

End of Borehole (BH12) @ 2.3m

2.5

bedrock/floaters

3.0

3.5

4.0
Logged By: M.S

Registration No.: GS14-132
Scale: As shown
Project/Location: Geotechnical Investigation - Proposed Hay Production Facility, Lot 3 Irrigation Way, Wumbulgal, NSW
Client: PlanningMatters Development Service - Griffith, NSW
Dry on Completion
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Borehole No.: 13

AITKEN ROWE TESTING LABORATORIES PTY LTD

Sheet No.: 1 of 1

Sample

Type

GC

Clayey Sandy GRAVEL; fine to medium grained, brown,

D-M

MD-D

MC<PL

VSt.

No.

Lab. Test

GPS

Rel. Density

Consistency/

Moisture

Condition

Description

Depth (m)

USCS Symbol

Ground Level: Existing
Method: Auger drilling with TC Bit

Date: 11/12/2014
N: 6196044
E: 0429384

Remarks & Field Records

L.S %

Topsoil removed - Cut Area

fine to medium sand, fines of low plasticity
CL-CI

Sandy Silty CLAY; low to medium plasticity, orange

brown, fine to coarse sand, trace fine to medium gravel
D

0.5

13A

8.5

FMC = 16.8%

VSt.-H

End of Borehole (BH13) @ 0.9m

1.0

Refusal on gravel/cobbles or possible
bedrock/floaters

1.5

2.0

2.5

3.0

3.5

4.0
Logged By: M.S

Registration No.: GS14-132
Scale: As shown
Project/Location: Geotechnical Investigation - Proposed Hay Production Facility, Lot 3 Irrigation Way, Wumbulgal, NSW
Client: PlanningMatters Development Service - Griffith, NSW
Dry on Completion
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AITKEN ROWE TESTING LABORATORIES PTY LTD
LOG SYMBOLS
LOG COLUMN

Groundwater
Record

SYMBOLS

_____

D
B
U

Samples

Field tests

N=17
4, 7, 10
Nc

5
7
3

Moisture
Condition
(Cohesive
Soils)
(Cohensionless
Soils)

MC >PL
MC=PL
MC<PL

DEFINITION
Standing water level. Time delay following completion of drilling
may be shown.
Groundwater seepage into borehole or excavation noted during
drilling or excavation.
Small disturbed bag sample taken between the depths indicated by
lines.
Bulk disturbed sample taken between the depths indicated by lines.
Undisturbed 50mm diameter tube sample taken between the depths
indicated by lines
Standard Penetration Test (S.P.T.) performed between depths
indicated by lines. Individual figures show blows per 150mm
penetration driven by SPT hammer.

Dynamic Cone Penetration Test performed between depths indicated
by lines.
Individual figures show blows per 100mm penetration for 60 degree
solid cone driven by 9 Kg hammer.

Moisture content estimated to be greater than plastic limit.
Moisture content estimated to be approx. equal to plastic limit.
Moisture content estimated to be less than plastic limit.

D
M
W

DRY – runs freely through fingers.
MOIST – does not run freely but no free water visible on soil surface.
WET – free water visible on soil surface.

Consistency
(Cohesive
Soils)

VS
S
F
St.
V.St.
H

Relative
Density
(Cohensionless
Soils)
Hand
Penetrometer
Readings
Laboratory
Test

VL
L
MD
D
VD
300
250
280

VERY SOFT – unconfined compressive strength less than 25kPa.
SOFT – unconfined compressive strength 25-50 kPa.
FIRM – unconfined compressive strength 50-100kPa.
STIFF – unconfined compressive strength 100-200kPa.
VERY STIFF – unconfined compressive strength 200 – 400kPa.
HARD – unconfined compressive strength greater than 400kPa.
ID – Density index Range % S.P.T. ‘N’ Value Range Blows/300mm
Very Loose
<15
0-4
Loose
15-35
4-10
Medium Dense
35-65
10-30
Dense
65-85
30-50
Very Dense
>85
> 50
Numbers indicate individual test results in kPa on representative
undisturbed material unless noted otherwise.

Remarks

Volume 27

L.S. %
Iss

Linear Shrinkage (As per RTA Method T113)
Shrink-Swell Index (As per Australian Standard AS1289.7.1.1)

‘V’ bit
‘TC’ bit
T60

Hardened steel ‘V’ shaped bit.
Tungsten Carbide wing bit.
Penetration of auger string in mm under static load of rig rear axle
without rotation of augers.

717

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

M10279/03/2011

!

!
"
#

$

$

#

%

%

"

&

'
'

#

(' )*+
$

(

+

6
,

* *-

.

$

/

.

/

,
*0
,

1

0)*

)*

1

0)*

)*

1

0)*

)*

1

0)*

)*

1

0)*

)*

*$

$

,
0
,
.

.

,
0*
,

#
#

2

%

#

3*

!

3*

%

,

%

,

-*

44 0**
-**

%

,
,

Volume 27

0*

44 5*

44 0***

44 -**

#

718

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

Aitken Rowe Testing Laboratories Pty Ltd
60 Benerembah Street, Griffith, NSW 2680
DYNAMIC CONE PENETROMETER REPORT
PLANNINGMATTERS DEVELOPMENT SERVICE - GRIFFITH, NSW
CLIENT:
PAGE: 1 OF: 13
PROJECT: GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATION
REGISTRATION NO: GS14-132
PROPOSED HAY PRODUCTION FACILITY
DATE OF TEST: 11/12/2014
DCP: 1 (BH1) DEPTH BELOW FSL (mm): NIL
LOCATION: LOT 3 IRRIGATION WAY, WUMBULGAL, NSW
SOIL DESCRIPTION: REFER TO BOREHOLE LOGS
MOISTURE CONDITION: REFER TO BH LOGS
DEPTH OF GROUND WATER TABLE IF INTERSECTED: N/A
TEST METHOD: AS 1289.6.3.2
Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

0.0 - 0.1

6

12

1.5 - 1.6

*

*

3.0 - 3.1

*

*

4.5 - 4.6

*

*

0.1 - 0.2

20

55

1.6 - 1.7

*

*

3.1 - 3.2

*

*

4.6 - 4.7

*

*

0.2 - 0.3

14

35

1.7 - 1.8

*

*

3.2 - 3.3

*

*

4.7 - 4.8

*

*

0.3 - 0.4

20

55

1.8 - 1.9

*

*

3.3 - 3.4

*

*

4.8 - 4.9

*

*

0.4 - 0.5

END

*

1.9 - 2.0

*

*

3.4 - 3.5

*

*

4.9 - 5.0

*

*

0.5 - 0.6

*

*

2.0 - 2.1

*

*

3.5 - 3.6

*

*

5.0 - 5.1

*

*

0.6 - 0.7

*

*

2.1 - 2.2

*

*

3.6 - 3.7

*

*

5.1 - 5.2

*

*

0.7 - 0.8

*

*

2.2 - 2.3

*

*

3.7 - 3.8

*

*

5.2 - 5.3

*

*

0.8 - 0.9

*

*

2.3 - 2.4

*

*

3.8 - 3.9

*

*

5.3 - 5.4

*

*

0.9 - 1.0

*

*

2.4 - 2.5

*

*

3.9 - 4.0

*

*

5.4 - 5.5

*

*

1.0 - 1.1

*

*

2.5 - 2.6

*

*

4.0 - 4.1

*

*

5.5 - 5.6

*

*

1.1 - 1.2

*

*

2.6 - 2.7

*

*

4.1 - 4.2

*

*

5.6 - 5.7

*

*

1.2 - 1.3

*

*

2.7 - 2.8

*

*

4.2 - 4.3

*

*

5.7 - 5.8

*

*

1.3 - 1.4
1.4 - 1.5

*
*

*
*

2.8 - 2.9
2.9 - 3.0

*
*

*
*

4.3 - 4.4
4.4 - 4.5

*
*

*
*

5.8 - 5.9
5.9 - 6.0

*
*

*
*

Cumulative Blows
0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

0

50

100

Depth (mm)

150

200

250

300

350

400

450

Accredited for compliance with
ISO/IEC 17025. The results of the
tests, calibrations and/or
measurements included in this
document are traceable to
Australian/national standards.
Number: 13039
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Aitken Rowe Testing Laboratories Pty Ltd
60 Benerembah Street, Griffith, NSW 2680
DYNAMIC CONE PENETROMETER REPORT
PLANNINGMATTERS DEVELOPMENT SERVICE - GRIFFITH, NSW
CLIENT:
PAGE: 2 OF: 13
PROJECT: GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATION
REGISTRATION NO: GS14-132
PROPOSED HAY PRODUCTION FACILITY
DATE OF TEST: 11/12/2014
DCP: 2 (BH2) DEPTH BELOW FSL (mm): NIL
LOCATION: LOT 3 IRRIGATION WAY, WUMBULGAL, NSW
SOIL DESCRIPTION: REFER TO BOREHOLE LOGS
MOISTURE CONDITION: REFER TO BH LOGS
DEPTH OF GROUND WATER TABLE IF INTERSECTED: N/A
TEST METHOD: AS 1289.6.3.2
Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

0.0 - 0.1

6

12

1.5 - 1.6

*

*

3.0 - 3.1

*

*

4.5 - 4.6

*

*

0.1 - 0.2

7

14

1.6 - 1.7

*

*

3.1 - 3.2

*

*

4.6 - 4.7

*

*

0.2 - 0.3

8

17

1.7 - 1.8

*

*

3.2 - 3.3

*

*

4.7 - 4.8

*

*

0.3 - 0.4

9

20

1.8 - 1.9

*

*

3.3 - 3.4

*

*

4.8 - 4.9

*

*

0.4 - 0.5

20

55

1.9 - 2.0

*

*

3.4 - 3.5

*

*

4.9 - 5.0

*

*

0.5 - 0.6

END

*

2.0 - 2.1

*

*

3.5 - 3.6

*

*

5.0 - 5.1

*

*

0.6 - 0.7

*

*

2.1 - 2.2

*

*

3.6 - 3.7

*

*

5.1 - 5.2

*

*

0.7 - 0.8

*

*

2.2 - 2.3

*

*

3.7 - 3.8

*

*

5.2 - 5.3

*

*

0.8 - 0.9

*

*

2.3 - 2.4

*

*

3.8 - 3.9

*

*

5.3 - 5.4

*

*

0.9 - 1.0

*

*

2.4 - 2.5

*

*

3.9 - 4.0

*

*

5.4 - 5.5

*

*

1.0 - 1.1

*

*

2.5 - 2.6

*

*

4.0 - 4.1

*

*

5.5 - 5.6

*

*

1.1 - 1.2

*

*

2.6 - 2.7

*

*

4.1 - 4.2

*

*

5.6 - 5.7

*

*

1.2 - 1.3

*

*

2.7 - 2.8

*

*

4.2 - 4.3

*

*

5.7 - 5.8

*

*

1.3 - 1.4
1.4 - 1.5

*
*

*
*

2.8 - 2.9
2.9 - 3.0

*
*

*
*

4.3 - 4.4
4.4 - 4.5

*
*

*
*

5.8 - 5.9
5.9 - 6.0

*
*

*
*

Cumulative Blows
0

10

20

30

40

50

60

0

100

Depth (mm)

200

300

400

500

600

Accredited for compliance with
ISO/IEC 17025. The results of the
tests, calibrations and/or
measurements included in this
document are traceable to
Australian/national standards.
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Aitken Rowe Testing Laboratories Pty Ltd
60 Benerembah Street, Griffith, NSW 2680
DYNAMIC CONE PENETROMETER REPORT
PLANNINGMATTERS DEVELOPMENT SERVICE - GRIFFITH, NSW
CLIENT:
PAGE: 3 OF: 13
PROJECT: GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATION
REGISTRATION NO: GS14-132
PROPOSED HAY PRODUCTION FACILITY
DATE OF TEST: 11/12/2014
DCP: 3 (BH3) DEPTH BELOW FSL (mm): NIL
LOCATION: LOT 3 IRRIGATION WAY, WUMBULGAL, NSW
SOIL DESCRIPTION: REFER TO BOREHOLE LOGS
MOISTURE CONDITION: REFER TO BH LOGS
DEPTH OF GROUND WATER TABLE IF INTERSECTED: N/A
TEST METHOD: AS 1289.6.3.2
Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

0.0 - 0.1

3

5

1.5 - 1.6

*

*

3.0 - 3.1

*

*

4.5 - 4.6

*

*

0.1 - 0.2

8

17

1.6 - 1.7

*

*

3.1 - 3.2

*

*

4.6 - 4.7

*

*

0.2 - 0.3

20

55

1.7 - 1.8

*

*

3.2 - 3.3

*

*

4.7 - 4.8

*

*

0.3 - 0.4

END

*

1.8 - 1.9

*

*

3.3 - 3.4

*

*

4.8 - 4.9

*

*

0.4 - 0.5

*

*

1.9 - 2.0

*

*

3.4 - 3.5

*

*

4.9 - 5.0

*

*

0.5 - 0.6

*

*

2.0 - 2.1

*

*

3.5 - 3.6

*

*

5.0 - 5.1

*

*

0.6 - 0.7

*

*

2.1 - 2.2

*

*

3.6 - 3.7

*

*

5.1 - 5.2

*

*

0.7 - 0.8

*

*

2.2 - 2.3

*

*

3.7 - 3.8

*

*

5.2 - 5.3

*

*

0.8 - 0.9

*

*

2.3 - 2.4

*

*

3.8 - 3.9

*

*

5.3 - 5.4

*

*

0.9 - 1.0

*

*

2.4 - 2.5

*

*

3.9 - 4.0

*

*

5.4 - 5.5

*

*

1.0 - 1.1

*

*

2.5 - 2.6

*

*

4.0 - 4.1

*

*

5.5 - 5.6

*

*

1.1 - 1.2

*

*

2.6 - 2.7

*

*

4.1 - 4.2

*

*

5.6 - 5.7

*

*

1.2 - 1.3

*

*

2.7 - 2.8

*

*

4.2 - 4.3

*

*

5.7 - 5.8

*

*

1.3 - 1.4
1.4 - 1.5

*
*

*
*

2.8 - 2.9
2.9 - 3.0

*
*

*
*

4.3 - 4.4
4.4 - 4.5

*
*

*
*

5.8 - 5.9
5.9 - 6.0

*
*

*
*

Cumulative Blows
0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

0

50

Depth (mm)

100

150

200

250

300

350

Accredited for compliance with
ISO/IEC 17025. The results of the
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measurements included in this
document are traceable to
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Aitken Rowe Testing Laboratories Pty Ltd
60 Benerembah Street, Griffith, NSW 2680
DYNAMIC CONE PENETROMETER REPORT
PLANNINGMATTERS DEVELOPMENT SERVICE - GRIFFITH, NSW
CLIENT:
PAGE: 4 OF: 13
PROJECT: GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATION
REGISTRATION NO: GS14-132
PROPOSED HAY PRODUCTION FACILITY
DATE OF TEST: 11/12/2014
DCP: 4 (BH4) DEPTH BELOW FSL (mm): NIL
LOCATION: LOT 3 IRRIGATION WAY, WUMBULGAL, NSW
SOIL DESCRIPTION: REFER TO BOREHOLE LOGS
MOISTURE CONDITION: REFER TO BH LOGS
DEPTH OF GROUND WATER TABLE IF INTERSECTED: N/A
TEST METHOD: AS 1289.6.3.2
Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

0.0 - 0.1

10

23

1.5 - 1.6

*

*

3.0 - 3.1

*

*

4.5 - 4.6

*

*

0.1 - 0.2

8

17

1.6 - 1.7

*

*

3.1 - 3.2

*

*

4.6 - 4.7

*

*

0.2 - 0.3

15

38

1.7 - 1.8

*

*

3.2 - 3.3

*

*

4.7 - 4.8

*

*

0.3 - 0.4

19

51

1.8 - 1.9

*

*

3.3 - 3.4

*

*

4.8 - 4.9

*

*

0.4 - 0.5

20

55

1.9 - 2.0

*

*

3.4 - 3.5

*

*

4.9 - 5.0

*

*

0.5 - 0.6

END

*

2.0 - 2.1

*

*

3.5 - 3.6

*

*

5.0 - 5.1

*

*

0.6 - 0.7

*

*

2.1 - 2.2

*

*

3.6 - 3.7

*

*

5.1 - 5.2

*

*

0.7 - 0.8

*

*

2.2 - 2.3

*

*

3.7 - 3.8

*

*

5.2 - 5.3

*

*

0.8 - 0.9

*

*

2.3 - 2.4

*

*

3.8 - 3.9

*

*

5.3 - 5.4

*

*

0.9 - 1.0

*

*

2.4 - 2.5

*

*

3.9 - 4.0

*

*

5.4 - 5.5

*

*

1.0 - 1.1

*

*

2.5 - 2.6

*

*

4.0 - 4.1

*

*

5.5 - 5.6

*

*

1.1 - 1.2

*

*

2.6 - 2.7

*

*

4.1 - 4.2

*

*

5.6 - 5.7

*

*

1.2 - 1.3

*

*

2.7 - 2.8

*

*

4.2 - 4.3

*

*

5.7 - 5.8

*

*

1.3 - 1.4
1.4 - 1.5

*
*

*
*

2.8 - 2.9
2.9 - 3.0

*
*

*
*

4.3 - 4.4
4.4 - 4.5

*
*

*
*

5.8 - 5.9
5.9 - 6.0

*
*

*
*

Cumulative Blows
0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

0

100

Depth (mm)

200

300

400

500

600

Accredited for compliance with
ISO/IEC 17025. The results of the
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measurements included in this
document are traceable to
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Aitken Rowe Testing Laboratories Pty Ltd
60 Benerembah Street, Griffith, NSW 2680
DYNAMIC CONE PENETROMETER REPORT
PLANNINGMATTERS DEVELOPMENT SERVICE - GRIFFITH, NSW
CLIENT:
PAGE: 5 OF: 13
PROJECT: GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATION
REGISTRATION NO: GS14-132
PROPOSED HAY PRODUCTION FACILITY
DATE OF TEST: 11/12/2014
DCP: 5 (BH5) DEPTH BELOW FSL (mm): NIL
LOCATION: LOT 3 IRRIGATION WAY, WUMBULGAL, NSW
SOIL DESCRIPTION: REFER TO BOREHOLE LOGS
MOISTURE CONDITION: REFER TO BH LOGS
DEPTH OF GROUND WATER TABLE IF INTERSECTED: N/A
TEST METHOD: AS 1289.6.3.2
Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

0.0 - 0.1

5

9

1.5 - 1.6

*

*

3.0 - 3.1

*

*

4.5 - 4.6

*

*

0.1 - 0.2

11

25

1.6 - 1.7

*

*

3.1 - 3.2

*

*

4.6 - 4.7

*

*

0.2 - 0.3

10

23

1.7 - 1.8

*

*

3.2 - 3.3

*

*

4.7 - 4.8

*

*

0.3 - 0.4

15

38

1.8 - 1.9

*

*

3.3 - 3.4

*

*

4.8 - 4.9

*

*

0.4 - 0.5

20

55

1.9 - 2.0

*

*

3.4 - 3.5

*

*

4.9 - 5.0

*

*

0.5 - 0.6

END

*

2.0 - 2.1

*

*

3.5 - 3.6

*

*

5.0 - 5.1

*

*

0.6 - 0.7

*

*

2.1 - 2.2

*

*

3.6 - 3.7

*

*

5.1 - 5.2

*

*

0.7 - 0.8

*

*

2.2 - 2.3

*

*

3.7 - 3.8

*

*

5.2 - 5.3

*

*

0.8 - 0.9

*

*

2.3 - 2.4

*

*

3.8 - 3.9

*

*

5.3 - 5.4

*

*

0.9 - 1.0

*

*

2.4 - 2.5

*

*

3.9 - 4.0

*

*

5.4 - 5.5

*

*

1.0 - 1.1

*

*

2.5 - 2.6

*

*

4.0 - 4.1

*

*

5.5 - 5.6

*

*

1.1 - 1.2

*

*

2.6 - 2.7

*

*

4.1 - 4.2

*

*

5.6 - 5.7

*

*

1.2 - 1.3

*

*

2.7 - 2.8

*

*

4.2 - 4.3

*

*

5.7 - 5.8

*

*

1.3 - 1.4
1.4 - 1.5

*
*

*
*

2.8 - 2.9
2.9 - 3.0

*
*

*
*

4.3 - 4.4
4.4 - 4.5

*
*

*
*

5.8 - 5.9
5.9 - 6.0

*
*

*
*

Cumulative Blows
0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

0

100

Depth (mm)

200

300

400

500

600
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Aitken Rowe Testing Laboratories Pty Ltd
60 Benerembah Street, Griffith, NSW 2680
DYNAMIC CONE PENETROMETER REPORT
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PROJECT: GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATION
REGISTRATION NO: GS14-132
PROPOSED HAY PRODUCTION FACILITY
DATE OF TEST: 11/12/2014
DCP: 6 (BH6) DEPTH BELOW FSL (mm): NIL
LOCATION: LOT 3 IRRIGATION WAY, WUMBULGAL, NSW
SOIL DESCRIPTION: REFER TO BOREHOLE LOGS
MOISTURE CONDITION: REFER TO BH LOGS
DEPTH OF GROUND WATER TABLE IF INTERSECTED: N/A
TEST METHOD: AS 1289.6.3.2
Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

0.0 - 0.1

1

1

1.5 - 1.6

*

*

3.0 - 3.1

*

*

4.5 - 4.6

*

*

0.1 - 0.2

5

9

1.6 - 1.7

*

*

3.1 - 3.2

*

*

4.6 - 4.7

*

*

0.2 - 0.3

12

28

1.7 - 1.8

*

*

3.2 - 3.3

*

*

4.7 - 4.8

*

*

0.3 - 0.4

11

25

1.8 - 1.9

*

*

3.3 - 3.4

*

*

4.8 - 4.9

*

*

0.4 - 0.5

20

55

1.9 - 2.0

*

*

3.4 - 3.5

*

*

4.9 - 5.0

*

*

0.5 - 0.6

END

*

2.0 - 2.1

*

*

3.5 - 3.6

*

*

5.0 - 5.1

*

*

0.6 - 0.7

*

*

2.1 - 2.2

*

*

3.6 - 3.7

*

*

5.1 - 5.2

*

*

0.7 - 0.8

*

*

2.2 - 2.3

*

*

3.7 - 3.8

*

*

5.2 - 5.3

*

*

0.8 - 0.9

*

*

2.3 - 2.4

*

*

3.8 - 3.9

*

*

5.3 - 5.4

*

*

0.9 - 1.0

*

*

2.4 - 2.5

*

*

3.9 - 4.0

*

*

5.4 - 5.5

*

*

1.0 - 1.1

*

*

2.5 - 2.6

*

*

4.0 - 4.1

*

*

5.5 - 5.6

*

*

1.1 - 1.2

*

*

2.6 - 2.7

*

*

4.1 - 4.2

*

*

5.6 - 5.7

*

*

1.2 - 1.3

*

*

2.7 - 2.8

*

*

4.2 - 4.3

*

*

5.7 - 5.8

*

*

1.3 - 1.4
1.4 - 1.5

*
*

*
*

2.8 - 2.9
2.9 - 3.0

*
*

*
*

4.3 - 4.4
4.4 - 4.5

*
*

*
*

5.8 - 5.9
5.9 - 6.0

*
*

*
*

Cumulative Blows
0

10

20

30

40

50

60

0

100

Depth (mm)

200

300

400

500

600
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PROJECT: GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATION
REGISTRATION NO: GS14-132
PROPOSED HAY PRODUCTION FACILITY
DATE OF TEST: 11/12/2014
DCP: 7 (BH7) DEPTH BELOW FSL (mm): NIL
LOCATION: LOT 3 IRRIGATION WAY, WUMBULGAL, NSW
SOIL DESCRIPTION: REFER TO BOREHOLE LOGS
MOISTURE CONDITION: REFER TO BH LOGS
DEPTH OF GROUND WATER TABLE IF INTERSECTED: N/A
TEST METHOD: AS 1289.6.3.2
Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

0.0 - 0.1

6

12

1.5 - 1.6

*

*

3.0 - 3.1

*

*

4.5 - 4.6

*

*

0.1 - 0.2

7

14

1.6 - 1.7

*

*

3.1 - 3.2

*

*

4.6 - 4.7

*

*

0.2 - 0.3

13

32

1.7 - 1.8

*

*

3.2 - 3.3

*

*

4.7 - 4.8

*

*

0.3 - 0.4

20

55

1.8 - 1.9

*

*

3.3 - 3.4

*

*

4.8 - 4.9

*

*

0.4 - 0.5

END

*

1.9 - 2.0

*

*

3.4 - 3.5

*

*

4.9 - 5.0

*

*

0.5 - 0.6

*

*

2.0 - 2.1

*

*

3.5 - 3.6

*

*

5.0 - 5.1

*

*

0.6 - 0.7

*

*

2.1 - 2.2

*

*

3.6 - 3.7

*

*

5.1 - 5.2

*

*

0.7 - 0.8

*

*

2.2 - 2.3

*

*

3.7 - 3.8

*

*

5.2 - 5.3

*

*

0.8 - 0.9

*

*

2.3 - 2.4

*

*

3.8 - 3.9

*

*

5.3 - 5.4

*

*

0.9 - 1.0

*

*

2.4 - 2.5

*

*

3.9 - 4.0

*

*

5.4 - 5.5

*

*

1.0 - 1.1

*

*

2.5 - 2.6

*

*

4.0 - 4.1

*

*

5.5 - 5.6

*

*

1.1 - 1.2

*

*

2.6 - 2.7

*

*

4.1 - 4.2

*

*

5.6 - 5.7

*

*

1.2 - 1.3

*

*

2.7 - 2.8

*

*

4.2 - 4.3

*

*

5.7 - 5.8

*

*

1.3 - 1.4
1.4 - 1.5

*
*

*
*

2.8 - 2.9
2.9 - 3.0

*
*

*
*

4.3 - 4.4
4.4 - 4.5

*
*

*
*

5.8 - 5.9
5.9 - 6.0

*
*

*
*

45

50

Cumulative Blows
0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

0

50

100

Depth (mm)

150

200

250

300

350

400

450

Accredited for compliance with
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PROJECT: GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATION
REGISTRATION NO: GS14-132
PROPOSED HAY PRODUCTION FACILITY
DATE OF TEST: 11/12/2014
DCP: 8 (BH8) DEPTH BELOW FSL (mm): NIL
LOCATION: LOT 3 IRRIGATION WAY, WUMBULGAL, NSW
SOIL DESCRIPTION: REFER TO BOREHOLE LOGS
MOISTURE CONDITION: REFER TO BH LOGS
DEPTH OF GROUND WATER TABLE IF INTERSECTED: N/A
TEST METHOD: AS 1289.6.3.2
Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

0.0 - 0.1

6

12

1.5 - 1.6

*

*

3.0 - 3.1

*

*

4.5 - 4.6

*

0.1 - 0.2

6

12

1.6 - 1.7

*

*

3.1 - 3.2

*

*

4.6 - 4.7

*

*
*

0.2 - 0.3

3

5

1.7 - 1.8

*

*

3.2 - 3.3

*

*

4.7 - 4.8

*

*

0.3 - 0.4

2

3

1.8 - 1.9

*

*

3.3 - 3.4

*

*

4.8 - 4.9

*

*

0.4 - 0.5

4

7

1.9 - 2.0

*

*

3.4 - 3.5

*

*

4.9 - 5.0

*

*

0.5 - 0.6

18

48

2.0 - 2.1

*

*

3.5 - 3.6

*

*

5.0 - 5.1

*

*

0.6 - 0.7

20

55

2.1 - 2.2

*

*

3.6 - 3.7

*

*

5.1 - 5.2

*

*

0.7 - 0.8

END

*

2.2 - 2.3

*

*

3.7 - 3.8

*

*

5.2 - 5.3

*

*

0.8 - 0.9

*

*

2.3 - 2.4

*

*

3.8 - 3.9

*

*

5.3 - 5.4

*

*

0.9 - 1.0

*

*

2.4 - 2.5

*

*

3.9 - 4.0

*

*

5.4 - 5.5

*

*

1.0 - 1.1

*

*

2.5 - 2.6

*

*

4.0 - 4.1

*

*

5.5 - 5.6

*

*

1.1 - 1.2

*

*

2.6 - 2.7

*

*

4.1 - 4.2

*

*

5.6 - 5.7

*

*

1.2 - 1.3

*

*

2.7 - 2.8

*

*

4.2 - 4.3

*

*

5.7 - 5.8

*

*

1.3 - 1.4
1.4 - 1.5

*
*

*
*

2.8 - 2.9
2.9 - 3.0

*
*

*
*

4.3 - 4.4
4.4 - 4.5

*
*

*
*

5.8 - 5.9
5.9 - 6.0

*
*

*
*

Cumulative Blows
0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

0

100

200

Depth (mm)

300

400

500

600

700

800

Accredited for compliance with
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PROJECT: GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATION
REGISTRATION NO: GS14-132
PROPOSED HAY PRODUCTION FACILITY
DATE OF TEST: 11/12/2014
DCP: 9 (BH9) DEPTH BELOW FSL (mm): NIL
LOCATION: LOT 3 IRRIGATION WAY, WUMBULGAL, NSW
SOIL DESCRIPTION: REFER TO BOREHOLE LOGS
MOISTURE CONDITION: REFER TO BH LOGS
DEPTH OF GROUND WATER TABLE IF INTERSECTED: N/A
TEST METHOD: AS 1289.6.3.2
Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

0.0 - 0.1

5

9

1.5 - 1.6

*

*

3.0 - 3.1

*

*

4.5 - 4.6

*

*

0.1 - 0.2

9

20

1.6 - 1.7

*

*

3.1 - 3.2

*

*

4.6 - 4.7

*

*

0.2 - 0.3

15

38

1.7 - 1.8

*

*

3.2 - 3.3

*

*

4.7 - 4.8

*

*

0.3 - 0.4

8

17

1.8 - 1.9

*

*

3.3 - 3.4

*

*

4.8 - 4.9

*

*

0.4 - 0.5

7

14

1.9 - 2.0

*

*

3.4 - 3.5

*

*

4.9 - 5.0

*

*

0.5 - 0.6

17

44

2.0 - 2.1

*

*

3.5 - 3.6

*

*

5.0 - 5.1

*

*

0.6 - 0.7

20

55

2.1 - 2.2

*

*

3.6 - 3.7

*

*

5.1 - 5.2

*

*

0.7 - 0.8

END

*

2.2 - 2.3

*

*

3.7 - 3.8

*

*

5.2 - 5.3

*

*

0.8 - 0.9

*

*

2.3 - 2.4

*

*

3.8 - 3.9

*

*

5.3 - 5.4

*

*

0.9 - 1.0

*

*

2.4 - 2.5

*

*

3.9 - 4.0

*

*

5.4 - 5.5

*

*

1.0 - 1.1

*

*

2.5 - 2.6

*

*

4.0 - 4.1

*

*

5.5 - 5.6

*

*

1.1 - 1.2

*

*

2.6 - 2.7

*

*

4.1 - 4.2

*

*

5.6 - 5.7

*

*

1.2 - 1.3

*

*

2.7 - 2.8

*

*

4.2 - 4.3

*

*

5.7 - 5.8

*

*

1.3 - 1.4
1.4 - 1.5

*
*

*
*

2.8 - 2.9
2.9 - 3.0

*
*

*
*

4.3 - 4.4
4.4 - 4.5

*
*

*
*

5.8 - 5.9
5.9 - 6.0

*
*

*
*

Cumulative Blows
0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

0

100

200

Depth (mm)

300

400

500

600

700

800
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PROJECT: GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATION
REGISTRATION NO: GS14-132
PROPOSED HAY PRODUCTION FACILITY
DATE OF TEST: 11/12/2014
DCP: 10 (BH10) DEPTH BELOW FSL (mm): NIL
LOCATION: LOT 3 IRRIGATION WAY, WUMBULGAL, NSW
SOIL DESCRIPTION: REFER TO BOREHOLE LOGS
MOISTURE CONDITION: REFER TO BH LOGS
DEPTH OF GROUND WATER TABLE IF INTERSECTED: N/A
TEST METHOD: AS 1289.6.3.2
Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

0.0 - 0.1

7

14

1.5 - 1.6

*

*

3.0 - 3.1

*

*

4.5 - 4.6

*

*

0.1 - 0.2

7

14

1.6 - 1.7

*

*

3.1 - 3.2

*

*

4.6 - 4.7

*

*

0.2 - 0.3

7

14

1.7 - 1.8

*

*

3.2 - 3.3

*

*

4.7 - 4.8

*

*

0.3 - 0.4

20

55

1.8 - 1.9

*

*

3.3 - 3.4

*

*

4.8 - 4.9

*

*

0.4 - 0.5

20

55

1.9 - 2.0

*

*

3.4 - 3.5

*

*

4.9 - 5.0

*

*

0.5 - 0.6

END

*

2.0 - 2.1

*

*

3.5 - 3.6

*

*

5.0 - 5.1

*

*

0.6 - 0.7

*

*

2.1 - 2.2

*

*

3.6 - 3.7

*

*

5.1 - 5.2

*

*

0.7 - 0.8

*

*

2.2 - 2.3

*

*

3.7 - 3.8

*

*

5.2 - 5.3

*

*

0.8 - 0.9

*

*

2.3 - 2.4

*

*

3.8 - 3.9

*

*

5.3 - 5.4

*

*

0.9 - 1.0

*

*

2.4 - 2.5

*

*

3.9 - 4.0

*

*

5.4 - 5.5

*

*

1.0 - 1.1

*

*

2.5 - 2.6

*

*

4.0 - 4.1

*

*

5.5 - 5.6

*

*

1.1 - 1.2

*

*

2.6 - 2.7

*

*

4.1 - 4.2

*

*

5.6 - 5.7

*

*

1.2 - 1.3

*

*

2.7 - 2.8

*

*

4.2 - 4.3

*

*

5.7 - 5.8

*

*

1.3 - 1.4
1.4 - 1.5

*
*

*
*

2.8 - 2.9
2.9 - 3.0

*
*

*
*

4.3 - 4.4
4.4 - 4.5

*
*

*
*

5.8 - 5.9
5.9 - 6.0

*
*

*
*

Cumulative Blows
0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

0

100

Depth (mm)

200

300

400

500

600
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PROJECT: GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATION
REGISTRATION NO: GS14-132
PROPOSED HAY PRODUCTION FACILITY
DATE OF TEST: 11/12/2014
DCP: 11 (BH11) DEPTH BELOW FSL (mm): NIL
LOCATION: LOT 3 IRRIGATION WAY, WUMBULGAL, NSW
SOIL DESCRIPTION: REFER TO BOREHOLE LOGS
MOISTURE CONDITION: REFER TO BH LOGS
DEPTH OF GROUND WATER TABLE IF INTERSECTED: N/A
TEST METHOD: AS 1289.6.3.2
Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

0.0 - 0.1

19

51

1.5 - 1.6

*

*

3.0 - 3.1

*

*

4.5 - 4.6

*

*

0.1 - 0.2

18

48

1.6 - 1.7

*

*

3.1 - 3.2

*

*

4.6 - 4.7

*

*

0.2 - 0.3

19

51

1.7 - 1.8

*

*

3.2 - 3.3

*

*

4.7 - 4.8

*

*

0.3 - 0.4

20

55

1.8 - 1.9

*

*

3.3 - 3.4

*

*

4.8 - 4.9

*

*

0.4 - 0.5

END

*

1.9 - 2.0

*

*

3.4 - 3.5

*

*

4.9 - 5.0

*

*

0.5 - 0.6

*

*

2.0 - 2.1

*

*

3.5 - 3.6

*

*

5.0 - 5.1

*

*

0.6 - 0.7

*

*

2.1 - 2.2

*

*

3.6 - 3.7

*

*

5.1 - 5.2

*

*

0.7 - 0.8

*

*

2.2 - 2.3

*

*

3.7 - 3.8

*

*

5.2 - 5.3

*

*

0.8 - 0.9

*

*

2.3 - 2.4

*

*

3.8 - 3.9

*

*

5.3 - 5.4

*

*

0.9 - 1.0

*

*

2.4 - 2.5

*

*

3.9 - 4.0

*

*

5.4 - 5.5

*

*

1.0 - 1.1

*

*

2.5 - 2.6

*

*

4.0 - 4.1

*

*

5.5 - 5.6

*

*

1.1 - 1.2

*

*

2.6 - 2.7

*

*

4.1 - 4.2

*

*

5.6 - 5.7

*

*

1.2 - 1.3

*

*

2.7 - 2.8

*

*

4.2 - 4.3

*

*

5.7 - 5.8

*

*

1.3 - 1.4
1.4 - 1.5

*
*

*
*

2.8 - 2.9
2.9 - 3.0

*
*

*
*

4.3 - 4.4
4.4 - 4.5

*
*

*
*

5.8 - 5.9
5.9 - 6.0

*
*

*
*

Cumulative Blows
0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

0

50

100

Depth (mm)

150

200

250

300

350

400

450
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DYNAMIC CONE PENETROMETER REPORT
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CLIENT:
PAGE: 12 OF: 13
PROJECT: GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATION
REGISTRATION NO: GS14-132
PROPOSED HAY PRODUCTION FACILITY
DATE OF TEST: 11/12/2014
DCP: 12(BH12) DEPTH BELOW FSL (mm): NIL
LOCATION: LOT 3 IRRIGATION WAY, WUMBULGAL, NSW
SOIL DESCRIPTION: REFER TO BOREHOLE LOGS
MOISTURE CONDITION: REFER TO BH LOGS
DEPTH OF GROUND WATER TABLE IF INTERSECTED: N/A
TEST METHOD: AS 1289.6.3.2
Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

0.0 - 0.1

10

23

1.5 - 1.6

*

*

3.0 - 3.1

*

*

4.5 - 4.6

*

0.1 - 0.2

10

23

1.6 - 1.7

*

*

3.1 - 3.2

*

*

4.6 - 4.7

*

*
*

0.2 - 0.3

8

17

1.7 - 1.8

*

*

3.2 - 3.3

*

*

4.7 - 4.8

*

*

0.3 - 0.4

8

17

1.8 - 1.9

*

*

3.3 - 3.4

*

*

4.8 - 4.9

*

*

0.4 - 0.5

8

17

1.9 - 2.0

*

*

3.4 - 3.5

*

*

4.9 - 5.0

*

*

0.5 - 0.6

16

41

2.0 - 2.1

*

*

3.5 - 3.6

*

*

5.0 - 5.1

*

*

0.6 - 0.7

16

41

2.1 - 2.2

*

*

3.6 - 3.7

*

*

5.1 - 5.2

*

*

0.7 - 0.8

18

48

2.2 - 2.3

*

*

3.7 - 3.8

*

*

5.2 - 5.3

*

*

0.8 - 0.9

20

55

2.3 - 2.4

*

*

3.8 - 3.9

*

*

5.3 - 5.4

*

*

0.9 - 1.0

END

*

2.4 - 2.5

*

*

3.9 - 4.0

*

*

5.4 - 5.5

*

*

1.0 - 1.1

*

*

2.5 - 2.6

*

*

4.0 - 4.1

*

*

5.5 - 5.6

*

*

1.1 - 1.2

*

*

2.6 - 2.7

*

*

4.1 - 4.2

*

*

5.6 - 5.7

*

*

1.2 - 1.3

*

*

2.7 - 2.8

*

*

4.2 - 4.3

*

*

5.7 - 5.8

*

*

1.3 - 1.4
1.4 - 1.5

*
*

*
*

2.8 - 2.9
2.9 - 3.0

*
*

*
*

4.3 - 4.4
4.4 - 4.5

*
*

*
*

5.8 - 5.9
5.9 - 6.0

*
*

*
*

Cumulative Blows
0

20

40

60

80

100

120

0
100
200

Depth (mm)

300
400
500
600
700
800
900
1000
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CLIENT:
PAGE: 13 OF: 13
PROJECT: GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATION
REGISTRATION NO: GS14-132
PROPOSED HAY PRODUCTION FACILITY
DATE OF TEST: 11/12/2014
DCP: 13 (BH13) DEPTH BELOW FSL (mm): NIL
LOCATION: LOT 3 IRRIGATION WAY, WUMBULGAL, NSW
SOIL DESCRIPTION: REFER TO BOREHOLE LOGS
MOISTURE CONDITION: REFER TO BH LOGS
DEPTH OF GROUND WATER TABLE IF INTERSECTED: N/A
TEST METHOD: AS 1289.6.3.2
Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

Depth(m)

Blows

Est. CBR

0.0 - 0.1

17

44

1.5 - 1.6

*

*

3.0 - 3.1

*

*

4.5 - 4.6

*

0.1 - 0.2

11

25

1.6 - 1.7

*

*

3.1 - 3.2

*

*

4.6 - 4.7

*

*
*

0.2 - 0.3

9

20

1.7 - 1.8

*

*

3.2 - 3.3

*

*

4.7 - 4.8

*

*

0.3 - 0.4

8

17

1.8 - 1.9

*

*

3.3 - 3.4

*

*

4.8 - 4.9

*

*

0.4 - 0.5

10

23

1.9 - 2.0

*

*

3.4 - 3.5

*

*

4.9 - 5.0

*

*

0.5 - 0.6

20

55

2.0 - 2.1

*

*

3.5 - 3.6

*

*

5.0 - 5.1

*

*

0.6 - 0.7

END

*

2.1 - 2.2

*

*

3.6 - 3.7

*

*

5.1 - 5.2

*

*

0.7 - 0.8

*

*

2.2 - 2.3

*

*

3.7 - 3.8

*

*

5.2 - 5.3

*

*

0.8 - 0.9

*

*

2.3 - 2.4

*

*

3.8 - 3.9

*

*

5.3 - 5.4

*

*

0.9 - 1.0

*

*

2.4 - 2.5

*

*

3.9 - 4.0

*

*

5.4 - 5.5

*

*

1.0 - 1.1

*

*

2.5 - 2.6

*

*

4.0 - 4.1

*

*

5.5 - 5.6

*

*

1.1 - 1.2

*

*

2.6 - 2.7

*

*

4.1 - 4.2

*

*

5.6 - 5.7

*

*

1.2 - 1.3

*

*

2.7 - 2.8

*

*

4.2 - 4.3

*

*

5.7 - 5.8

*

*

1.3 - 1.4
1.4 - 1.5

*
*

*
*

2.8 - 2.9
2.9 - 3.0

*
*

*
*

4.3 - 4.4
4.4 - 4.5

*
*

*
*

5.8 - 5.9
5.9 - 6.0

*
*

*
*

Cumulative Blows
0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

0

100

Depth (mm)

200

300

400

500

600

700
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AITKEN ROWE Testing Laboratories Pty Ltd
60 Benerembah St. Griffith N.S.W. 2680

TEST REPORT
GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATION - SOIL ANALYSIS
CLIENT : PLANNINGMATTERS DEVELOPMENT SERVICE - GRIFFITH, NSW
JOB DESCRIPTION : GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATION PROPOSED HAY PRODUCTION FACILITY
LOT 3 IRRIGATION WAY, WUMBULGAL, NSW
MATERIAL SOURCE : IN-SITU BOREHOLES
PROPOSED USE : DESIGN
MATERIAL TYPE : REFER TO BOREHOLE LOGS
SAMPLE NUMBER :
SAMPLING LOCATION :
DEPTHS BETWEEN WHICH SAMPLES TAKEN (mm) :
TEST ELEMENT
TESTS
PASS 75.0mm SIEVE %
T106
PASS 53.0mm SIEVE %
PASS 37.5mm SIEVE %
PASS 26.5mm SIEVE %
PASS 19.0mm SIEVE %
PASS 13.2mm SIEVE %
PASS 9.50mm SIEVE %
PASS 6.70mm SIEVE %
PASS 4.75mm SIEVE %
PASS 2.36mm SIEVE %
PASS 425 µm SIEVE %
T107
WHOLE
PASS 75 µm SIEVE %
SAMPLE
LESS THAN 13.5 µm %
PASS 425 µm SIEVE %
T107
PASS 75 µm SIEVE %
-2.36mm
LESS THAN 13.5 µm %
OBSERVATIONS
PASS 425 µm %
APASS 75/425 µm %
RATIOS
BBELOW 13.5/75 µm %
CLIQUID LIMIT %
AS1289.3.1.2
PLASTIC LIMIT %
AS1289.3.2.1
PLASTICITY INDEX
AS1289.3.3.1
PREPARATION METHOD
STANDARD MAX. DRY DENSITY (1L MLD, A.1ii) t/m 3
T111
OPTIMUM MOISTURE CONTENT %
T113
LINEAR SHRINKAGE %
T120
FIELD MOISTURE CONTENT %
EMERSON CLASS
AS1289.3.8.1
TYPE OF WATER
(AIR DRIED)
o
TEMPERATURE OF WATER C
*
Accredited for compliance with
ISO/IEC 17025. The results of the
tests, calibrations and/or
measurements included in this
document are traceable to
Australian/national standards.
Number: 13039

PAGE: 1
OF: 4
SUBMITTED BY : ARTL
DATE SAMPLED: 11/12/2014
DATE SUBMITTED: 11/12/2014
SAMPLING METHOD: AS1289.1.2.1
SAMPLING CLAUSE: 6.5.3
ORDER No.: *
REGISTRATION No :

1B
BH1
500-800
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
5.5
*
*
*
*

2A
BH2
100-400
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
3.0
6.2
*
*
*

GS14-132

2B
2C
2D
4A
BH2
BH2
BH2
BH4
500-1000 1200-1700 1900-2200 500-1000
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
6.0
10.0
12.0
7.5
12.0
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

*
*
All samples are oven dried and dry sieved during prep. unless otherwise stated
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TEST REPORT
GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATION - SOIL ANALYSIS
CLIENT : PLANNINGMATTERS DEVELOPMENT SERVICE - GRIFFITH, NSW
JOB DESCRIPTION : GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATION PROPOSED HAY PRODUCTION FACILITY
LOT 3 IRRIGATION WAY, WUMBULGAL, NSW
MATERIAL SOURCE : IN-SITU BOREHOLES
PROPOSED USE : DESIGN

PAGE: 2
OF:
SUBMITTED BY :
DATE SAMPLED:
DATE SUBMITTED:
SAMPLING METHOD:
SAMPLING CLAUSE:
ORDER No.:

REGISTRATION No :
MATERIAL TYPE : REFER TO BOREHOLE LOGS
SAMPLE NUMBER :
5B
5C
5D
7A
SAMPLING LOCATION :
BH5
BH5
BH5
BH7
DEPTHS BETWEEN WHICH SAMPLES TAKEN (mm) : 400-1100 1500-2000 2400-2900 100-400
TEST ELEMENT
TESTS
*
*
*
*
PASS 75.0mm SIEVE %
T106
*
*
*
*
PASS 53.0mm SIEVE %
*
*
*
*
PASS 37.5mm SIEVE %
*
*
*
*
PASS 26.5mm SIEVE %
*
*
*
*
PASS 19.0mm SIEVE %
*
*
*
*
PASS 13.2mm SIEVE %
*
*
*
*
PASS 9.50mm SIEVE %
*
*
*
*
PASS 6.70mm SIEVE %
*
*
*
*
PASS 4.75mm SIEVE %
*
*
*
*
PASS 2.36mm SIEVE %
*
*
*
*
PASS 425 µm SIEVE %
T107
WHOLE
*
*
*
*
PASS 75 µm SIEVE %
SAMPLE
*
*
*
*
LESS THAN 13.5 µm %
*
*
*
*
PASS 425 µm SIEVE %
T107
*
*
*
*
PASS 75 µm SIEVE %
-2.36mm
*
*
*
*
LESS THAN 13.5 µm %
*
*
*
*
OBSERVATIONS
*
*
*
*
PASS 425 µm %
A*
*
*
*
PASS 75/425 µm %
RATIOS
B*
*
*
*
BELOW 13.5/75 µm %
C*
*
*
*
LIQUID LIMIT %
AS1289.3.1.2
*
*
*
*
PLASTIC LIMIT %
AS1289.3.2.1
*
*
*
*
PLASTICITY INDEX
AS1289.3.3.1
*
*
*
*
PREPARATION METHOD
*
*
*
*
STANDARD MAX. DRY DENSITY (1L MLD, A.1ii) t/m 3
*
*
*
*
T111
OPTIMUM MOISTURE CONTENT %
*
*
*
*
T113
LINEAR SHRINKAGE %
9.0
10.5
12.5
6.5
T120
FIELD MOISTURE CONTENT %
*
*
*
12.1
EMERSON CLASS
AS1289.3.8.1
*
*
*
*
TYPE OF WATER
(AIR DRIED)
*
*
*
*
o
TEMPERATURE OF WATER C
*
*
*
*
*
Accredited for compliance with
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4
ARTL
11/12/2014
11/12/2014
AS1289.1.2.1
6.5.3
*

GS14-132
8A
BH8
100-600
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
7.5
12.2
*
*
*

8B
BH8
800-1100
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
9.5
17.3
*
*
*

*
*
All samples are oven dried and dry sieved during prep. unless otherwise stated
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TEST REPORT
GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATION - SOIL ANALYSIS
CLIENT : PLANNINGMATTERS DEVELOPMENT SERVICE - GRIFFITH, NSW
JOB DESCRIPTION : GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATION PROPOSED HAY PRODUCTION FACILITY
LOT 3 IRRIGATION WAY, WUMBULGAL, NSW
MATERIAL SOURCE : IN-SITU BOREHOLES
PROPOSED USE : DESIGN
MATERIAL TYPE : REFER TO BOREHOLE LOGS
SAMPLE NUMBER :
9A
9B
SAMPLING LOCATION :
BH9
BH9
DEPTHS BETWEEN WHICH SAMPLES TAKEN (mm) : 500-1000 1300-1800
TEST ELEMENT
TESTS
*
*
PASS 75.0mm SIEVE %
T106
*
*
PASS 53.0mm SIEVE %
*
*
PASS 37.5mm SIEVE %
*
*
PASS 26.5mm SIEVE %
*
*
PASS 19.0mm SIEVE %
*
*
PASS 13.2mm SIEVE %
*
*
PASS 9.50mm SIEVE %
*
*
PASS 6.70mm SIEVE %
*
*
PASS 4.75mm SIEVE %
*
*
PASS 2.36mm SIEVE %
*
*
PASS 425 µm SIEVE %
T107
WHOLE
*
*
PASS 75 µm SIEVE %
SAMPLE
*
*
LESS THAN 13.5 µm %
*
*
PASS 425 µm SIEVE %
T107
*
*
PASS 75 µm SIEVE %
-2.36mm
*
*
LESS THAN 13.5 µm %
*
*
OBSERVATIONS
*
*
PASS 425 µm %
A*
*
PASS 75/425 µm %
RATIOS
B*
*
BELOW 13.5/75 µm %
C*
*
LIQUID LIMIT %
AS1289.3.1.2
*
*
PLASTIC LIMIT %
AS1289.3.2.1
*
*
PLASTICITY INDEX
AS1289.3.3.1
*
*
PREPARATION METHOD
*
*
STANDARD MAX. DRY DENSITY (1L MLD, A.1ii) t/m 3
*
*
T111
OPTIMUM MOISTURE CONTENT %
*
*
T113
LINEAR SHRINKAGE %
8.0
11.5
T120
FIELD MOISTURE CONTENT %
*
*
EMERSON CLASS
AS1289.3.8.1
*
*
TYPE OF WATER
(AIR DRIED)
*
*
o
TEMPERATURE OF WATER C
*
*
*
Accredited for compliance with
ISO/IEC 17025. The results of the
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PAGE: 3
OF:
SUBMITTED BY :
DATE SAMPLED:
DATE SUBMITTED:
SAMPLING METHOD:
SAMPLING CLAUSE:
ORDER No.:

4
ARTL
11/12/2014
11/12/2014
AS1289.1.2.1
6.5.3
*

REGISTRATION No :

GS14-132

10A
BH10
0-500
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
4.0
5.9
*
*
*

10B
10C
11B
BH10
BH10
BH11
1100-1500 1200-2500 1000-1600
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
6.5
10.0
6.5
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

*
*
All samples are oven dried and dry sieved during prep. unless otherwise stated
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TEST REPORT
GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATION - SOIL ANALYSIS
CLIENT : PLANNINGMATTERS DEVELOPMENT SERVICE - GRIFFITH, NSW
JOB DESCRIPTION : GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATION PROPOSED HAY PRODUCTION FACILITY
LOT 3 IRRIGATION WAY, WUMBULGAL, NSW
MATERIAL SOURCE : IN-SITU BOREHOLES
PROPOSED USE : DESIGN
MATERIAL TYPE : REFER TO BOREHOLE LOGS
SAMPLE NUMBER :
SAMPLING LOCATION :
DEPTHS BETWEEN WHICH SAMPLES TAKEN (mm) :
TEST ELEMENT
TESTS
PASS 75.0mm SIEVE %
T106
PASS 53.0mm SIEVE %
PASS 37.5mm SIEVE %
PASS 26.5mm SIEVE %
PASS 19.0mm SIEVE %
PASS 13.2mm SIEVE %
PASS 9.50mm SIEVE %
PASS 6.70mm SIEVE %
PASS 4.75mm SIEVE %
PASS 2.36mm SIEVE %
PASS 425 µm SIEVE %
T107
WHOLE
PASS 75 µm SIEVE %
SAMPLE
LESS THAN 13.5 µm %
PASS 425 µm SIEVE %
T107
PASS 75 µm SIEVE %
-2.36mm
LESS THAN 13.5 µm %
OBSERVATIONS
PASS 425 µm %
APASS 75/425 µm %
RATIOS
BBELOW 13.5/75 µm %
CLIQUID LIMIT %
AS1289.3.1.2
PLASTIC LIMIT %
AS1289.3.2.1
PLASTICITY INDEX
AS1289.3.3.1
PREPARATION METHOD
STANDARD MAX. DRY DENSITY (1L MLD, A.1ii) t/m 3
T111
OPTIMUM MOISTURE CONTENT %
T113
LINEAR SHRINKAGE %
T120
FIELD MOISTURE CONTENT %
EMERSON CLASS
AS1289.3.8.1
TYPE OF WATER
(AIR DRIED)
o
TEMPERATURE OF WATER C
*
Accredited for compliance with
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13A
BH13
200-700
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
8.5
16.8
*
*
*

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

PAGE: 4
OF:
SUBMITTED BY :
DATE SAMPLED:
DATE SUBMITTED:
SAMPLING METHOD:
SAMPLING CLAUSE:
ORDER No.:

4
ARTL
11/12/2014
11/12/2014
AS1289.1.2.1
6.5.3
*

REGISTRATION No :

GS14-132

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

*
*
All samples are oven dried and dry sieved during prep. unless otherwise stated
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RE: UWE Geotechnical Report
From:
To:
Date:

Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Steven Foote <steven@uwecommodities.com>
Wed, 10 Aug 2016 09:27:49 +1000

Thanks
From: Steven Foote [mailto:steven@uwecommodities.com]
Sent: Wednesday, 10 August 2016 8:19 AM
To: Daryl Maguire
Cc: Jimmy Liu
Subject: UWE Geotechnical Report

Good Morning Daryl,
I’ve attached the Geotechnical Report for the site.
This may be something your guys in the Tender need for the assessment of the land surfaces.
Many thanks.
Best Regards,
Steven Foote
General Manager
UWE Hay Pty Ltd

United World Enterprises Pty Ltd
Unit 6, 192 Kingsgrove Road
Kingsgrove NSW 2208
P: +61 (2) 9554 8899
F: +61 (2) 9554 8988
M:
E: steven@uwecommodities.com
W: www.uwecommodities.com
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UWE Construction Tender Review - Thursday 18th August
From:
To:
Cc:
Date:

Steven Foote <steven@uwecommodities.com>
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Jimmy Liu <jimmy@uwecommodities.com>, Michael Yim <michael@uwecommodities.com>
Thu, 11 Aug 2016 15:26:18 +1000

Good Afternoon Daryl,
As discussed are you available next Thursday to review the Tender submissions from the various
construction companies in our office? You can nominate the time and we will work in with you.
Will await your thoughts.
Best Regards,
Steven Foote
General Manager
UWE Hay Pty Ltd

United World Enterprises Pty Ltd
Unit 6, 192 Kingsgrove Road
Kingsgrove NSW 2208
P: +61 (2) 9554 8899
F: +61 (2) 9554 8988
E: steven@uwecommodities.com
W: www.uwecommodities.com
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RE: UWE Construction Tender Review - Thursday 18th
August
From:
To:
Date:

Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Steven Foote <steven@uwecommodities.com>
Thu, 11 Aug 2016 16:47:34 +1000

Yes all good I will be there in the
From: Steven Foote [mailto:steven@uwecommodities.com]
Sent: Thursday, 11 August 2016 3:26 PM
To: Daryl Maguire
Cc: Jimmy Liu; Michael Yim
Subject: UWE Construction Tender Review - Thursday 18th August

Good Afternoon Daryl,
As discussed are you available next Thursday to review the Tender submissions from the various
construction companies in our office? You can nominate the time and we will work in with you.
Will await your thoughts.
Best Regards,
Steven Foote
General Manager
UWE Hay Pty Ltd

United World Enterprises Pty Ltd
Unit 6, 192 Kingsgrove Road
Kingsgrove NSW 2208
P: +61 (2) 9554 8899
F: +61 (2) 9554 8988
M:
E: steven@uwecommodities.com
W: www.uwecommodities.com
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Fwd: UWE Hay Tender Document
From:
To:
Date:

Steven Foote <steven@uwecommodities.com>
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Wed, 17 Aug 2016 22:01:30 +1000

Good Evening Daryl,
Please see the tender submission from Yoogali Engineering.
Best Regards,
Steven Foote
General Manager
UWE Hay Pty Ltd
Office: +61 2 9554 8899
Mobile:
Begin forwarded message:
From: Chris Lanza <CLanza@yoogaliengineering.com.au>
Date: 17 August 2016 at 2:58:56 PM AEST
To: Steven Foote <steven@uwecommodities.com>
Subject: RE: UWE Hay Tender Document
Hi Steven,
Please find attached quotes for the proposed new works at Wombulgul.
I believe I have included everything based on our previous discussions and your tender brief.
If you have any questions feel free to give me a call and we can discuss further.
Regards
Chris Lanza
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Steven Foote
United World Enterprises PTY LTD
Unit 6, 192 Kingsgrove Road
Kingsgrove, NSW
2208
Thank you for the opportunity to provide a quote for the supply and erection of structural steel for the proposed
new Hay Storage Shed to be built at your existing site at Wombulgul.
This price is for a gable roof type shed 80 metres long, 60 metres wide with a 7 metre gutter height.
The shed will have a row of internal columns through the centre of the shed at a spacing of 10 metres.
All 4 walls to be fully sheeted with a 10 metre wide slidding door on both the northern and southern walls.
This Price Includes The Supply & Erection Of:
All Structural Steel
Galvanized Purlins & Girts
Zincalume Gutters & Flashings
Sizalation Paper To Roof
4 x PA Doors
PVC Downpipes
Note:

Galvanized Fixing Bolts
Zincalume Roof & Wall Cladding
Safety Mesh To Roof
Set Out, Dig & Pour Footings
Drawings For CC Approval
1 Row PolyCarb Sheet at 10 Metre Spacing's

All steel will be power wire brushed and painted with 1 coat of shop primer.
Price assumes a level well compacted site prior to beginning on site.
Price does not include connection of downpipe to stormwater.
Price for 1 shed excluding concrete slabs
Price for concrete slabs
GST
Total Price Including GST

$515,950.00
$288,000.00
$80,395.00
$884,345.00

Please note that the above price if accepted will be subject to payment terms to be determined
upon acceptance of this quote. This would include a deposit and progress payments.
Due to the fluctuating steel market this quote is only valid until September 30, 2016.
Regards,
Chris Lanza
Director
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Steven Foote
United World Enterprises PTY LTD
Unit 6, 192 Kingsgrove Road
Kingsgrove, NSW
2208
Thank you for the opportunity to provide a quote for the supply and erection of structural steel for the proposed
new Hay Storage Shed to be built at your existing site at Wombulgul.
This price is for a gable roof type shed 100 metres long, 60 metres wide with a 7 metre gutter height.
The shed will have a row of internal columns through the centre of the shed at a spacing of 10 metres.
All 4 walls to be fully sheeted with a 10 metre wide slidding door on both the northern and southern walls.
This Price Includes The Supply & Erection Of:
All Structural Steel
Galvanized Purlins & Girts
Zincalume Gutters & Flashings
Sizalation Paper To Roof
6 x PA Doors
PVC Downpipes
Note:

Galvanized Fixing Bolts
Zincalume Roof & Wall Cladding
Safety Mesh To Roof
Set Out, Dig & Pour Footings
Drawings For CC Approval
1 Row PolyCarb Sheet at 10 Metre Spacing's

All steel will be power wire brushed and painted with 1 coat of shop primer.
Price assumes a level well compacted site prior to beginning on site.
Price does not include connection of downpipe to stormwater.
Price for 1 shed excluding concrete slabs
Price for 150 thick concrete slabs
GST
Total Price Including GST

$610,790.00
$360,000.00
$97,079.00
$1,067,869.00

Please note that the above price if accepted will be subject to payment terms to be determined
upon acceptance of this quote. This would include a deposit and progress payments.
Due to the fluctuating steel market this quote is only valid until September 30, 2016.
Regards,
Chris Lanza
Director
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Steven Foote
United World Enterprises PTY LTD
Unit 6, 192 Kingsgrove Road
Kingsgrove, NSW
2208
Thank you for the opportunity to provide a quote for the supply and erection of structural steel for the proposed
new Hay Storage Awning to be built at your existing site at Wombulgul.

The Awning will be 60 metres long and 22 metres wide with a 9.8 metre ridge height.
Both gable ends to be partially sheeted with a 10 metre opening on each end.
This Price Includes The Supply & Erection Of:
All Structural Steel
Galvanized Purlins & Girts
Zincalume Gutters & Flashings
Sizalation Paper To Roof
PVC Downpipes
1 Row PolyCarb Sheet at 10 Metre Spacing's
Note:

Galvanized Fixing Bolts
Zincalume Roof & Wall Cladding
Safety Mesh To Roof
Set Out, Dig & Pour Footings
Drawings For CC Approval

All steel will be power wire brushed and painted with 1 coat of shop primer.
Price assumes a level well compacted site prior to beginning on site.
Price does not include connection of downpipe to stormwater.
Price for awning
Price to concrete under awning
Price to concrete 2 x existing storage sheds
GST
Total Price Including GST

$126,470.00
$72,000.00
$216,000.00
$41,447.00
$455,917.00

Please note that the above price if accepted will be subject to payment terms to be determined
upon acceptance of this quote. This would include a deposit and progress payments.
Due to the fluctuating steel market this quote is only valid until September 30, 2016.
Regards,
Chris Lanza
Director
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26‐32 Whybrow St
GRIFFITH NSW 2680
PO Box 8134
GRIFFITH EAST NSW 2680
T: (02) 6964 3700 F: (02) 6962 4543
E: admin@yoogaliengineering.com.au
www.yoogaliengineering.com.au
ABN 90 109 823 636

17‐8‐2016
Steven Foote
United World Enterprises Pty Ltd
Unit 6, 192 Kingsgrove Road
Kingsgrove, NSW
2208
Dear Steven,
Please find below a complete breakdown of pricing for the total shed works to be done at UWE Hay site at
Wombulgul.
All building overall dimensions are based on the DA drawings supplied via email on the 15th of August 2016.
As per our discussion over the phone I have designed buildings B & C using a 10 metre bay spacing and not 8 metres as
shown on the drawings. The design for the awning remains the same as the drawings with a 7.5 metre bay spacing.
For more information in regards to what is included on each building please refer to the individual shed quotations
which are also attached with this email.
Storage Shed 1 100 metres x 60 metres Footings & Steel
Storage Shed 1 100 metres x 60 metres Concrete Slab
Storage Shed 2 80 metres x 60 metres Footings & Steel
Storage Shed 2 80 metres x 60 metres Concrete Slab
Storage Shed 3 80 metres x 60 metres Footings & Steel
Storage Shed 3 80 metres x 60 metres Concrete Slab
Awning between existing storage shed
Awning Slab 60 metres x 20 metres
Slabs in existing storage sheds. 2 x 60 metres x 30 metres
Total excluding GST
GST Component
Total Including GST

$610,790.00 + GST
$360,000.00 + GST
$515,950.00 + GST
$288,000.00 + GST
$515,950.00 + GST
$288,000.00 + GST
$126,470.00 + GST
$72,000.00 + GST
$216,000.00 + GST
$2,993,160.00
$299,316.00
$3,292,476.00

Monthly progress payments will be required for the duration of the project and will be determined upon acceptance
of the quote.
Regards,

Chris Lanza

Volume 27

743

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT
72bbf673-d431-4566-b4cb-93f3c7e190e3

E17-0144-2-4-PR-0001

Outstanding Concerns for Sub-Division
From: Steven Foote <steven@uwecommodities.com>
To:
Jimmy Liu <jimmy@uwecommodities.com>, Daryl Maguire
<daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>, Daryl McGuire - Wagga MP
<
@iprimus.com.au>
Date: Sat, 10 Dec 2016 14:36:40 +1100
Good Afternoon Jimmy / Daryl,
Please see below the details I received from Martin Ruggeri of the items that are outstanding for the
subdivision to pass.
1) Completion of drainage works associated with each DA for landuse (eg & incl': Grainlinks, UWEs,
Weyland Trades developments);
2) Confirmation from the surveyor that they located the easements over the actual infrastructure (eg:
roadways, drainage channels, etc);
3) Submission of the approvals given to GrainLink by APA for each road crossing over the gas
pipelines, which were part of the DAs for each landuse.
Apparently Jackie Krueger agreed to less stringent requirements in terms of what documentation
Council requires in relation to the above-mentioned issues last Monday in a Tele-conference with
Martin Ruggeri and Paul Pearsall.
As I mentioned also regarding Anthony Rudd from Weyland Trade, his personal concerns need to be
pushed aside and we only focus on what's required for the subdivision. Anthony has expressed to me
on many occasions he is concerned with the way things have been handled with his own company and
also his personal views on Paul Pearsall. The concern I have with Anthony's position is that he only
has half of the information he needs to make an informed comment. As an example I have been
informed by Martin Ruggeri and Paul Pearsall - Grain Link that it was Weyland Trade's own initiative to
pay for the land prior to the settlement and title transfer. In my opinion Anthony is not across the
documentation accurately and I have discussed with him many times how to timeframes have worked
as well as what certain things mean within the contract. The focus needs to be only on what has to be
done to pass the subdivision as opposed to giving any license to Anthony's concerns.
Please let me know if you need any more information. Thanks.
Best Regards,
Steven Foote
General Manager
UWE Hay Pty Ltd
Office: +61 2 9554 8899
Mobile:
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Outstanding Concerns for Sub-Division
From: Steven Foote <steven@uwecommodities.com>
Jimmy Liu <jimmy@uwecommodities.com>, Daryl Maguire
To:
<daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>, Daryl McGuire - Wagga MP
<
@iprimus.com.au>
Date: Sat, 10 Dec 2016 14:36:40 +1100
Good Afternoon Jimmy / Daryl,
Please see below the details I received from Martin Ruggeri of the items that are outstanding for the
subdivision to pass.
1) Completion of drainage works associated with each DA for landuse (eg & incl': Grainlinks, UWEs,
Weyland Trades developments);
2) Confirmation from the surveyor that they located the easements over the actual infrastructure (eg:
roadways, drainage channels, etc);
3) Submission of the approvals given to GrainLink by APA for each road crossing over the gas
pipelines, which were part of the DAs for each landuse.
Apparently Jackie Krueger agreed to less stringent requirements in terms of what documentation
Council requires in relation to the above-mentioned issues last Monday in a Tele-conference with
Martin Ruggeri and Paul Pearsall.
As I mentioned also regarding Anthony Rudd from Weyland Trade, his personal concerns need to be
pushed aside and we only focus on what's required for the subdivision. Anthony has expressed to me
on many occasions he is concerned with the way things have been handled with his own company and
also his personal views on Paul Pearsall. The concern I have with Anthony's position is that he only
has half of the information he needs to make an informed comment. As an example I have been
informed by Martin Ruggeri and Paul Pearsall - Grain Link that it was Weyland Trade's own initiative to
pay for the land prior to the settlement and title transfer. In my opinion Anthony is not across the
documentation accurately and I have discussed with him many times how to timeframes have worked
as well as what certain things mean within the contract. The focus needs to be only on what has to be
done to pass the subdivision as opposed to giving any license to Anthony's concerns.
Please let me know if you need any more information. Thanks.
Best Regards,
Steven Foote
General Manager
UWE Hay Pty Ltd
Office: +61 2 9554 8899
Mobile:
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FW: WRIFT Plan of Subdivision [HFWSYDHFWSYD.FID1242928]
From:
To:
Cc:
Date:

Steven Foote <s.foote@uwehay.com>
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Jimmy Liu <jimmy@uwecommodities.com>
Mon, 01 May 2017 13:28:35 +1000

Good afternoon Daryl,
See below from Martin. He’s following up the NAB today and I’ll let you know once I have further feedback.
Best Regards,
Steven Foote
General Manager
UWE Hay Pty Ltd
Office: +61 (2) 9554 8899
Mobile:
www.uwecommodities.com
From: Martin Ruggeri [mailto:mruggeri@planningmatters.net.au]
Sent: Monday, 1 May 2017 1:18 PM
To: 'Anna Fazzini' <Anna.Fazzini@hfw.com>
Cc: Steven Foote <s.foote@uwehay.com>; 'Andrew Rowe' <andrew.rowe@cappellorowe.com.au>; 'Kendra
McKay' <Kendra.McKay@hfw.com>; Freda Feng <freda@uwecommodities.com>; Jimmy Liu
<jimmy@uwecommodities.com>
Subject: RE: WRIFT Plan of Subdivision [HFWSYD-HFWSYD.FID1242928]
G’day Anna,
Apologies for the delay in responding to your emails as I was off work sick mid-late last week and as such today is
really my first day back at work.
I can confirm that Paul Pearsall and I received the Subdivision Certificate from Council at 5pm last Monday (24
April 2017). Given that Tuesday was a Public Holiday the subdivision documentation was subsequently
forwarded on to GrainLink’s bank (NAB) last Wednesday for endorsement. We’re currently waiting to hear from
the NAB and I have just sent them an email chasing this matter up.
Once we receive the endorsed subdivision documentation back from the NAB, we’re right to lodge it with NSW
Land & Property Information (LPI) to enable registration. Whilst I can’t guarantee how long LPI will take to
assess/register the subdivision documentation I understand that arrangements have been made to try & fast track
their process. For your info, LPI have been taking approx’ 3 weeks to register most simple subdivisions that don’t
involve any request for additional information.
I’ll be in touch with another update once we receive the documentation back from the NAB and it’s been lodged
with LPI.
Martin Ruggeri
Principal

23 Noorilla Street Griffith NSW 2680
M:
| T: 02 6962 2696
E: mruggeri@planningmatters.net.au

From: Anna Fazzini [mailto:Anna.Fazzini@hfw.com]
Sent: Monday, 1 May 2017 12:07 PM
To: Steven Foote
Cc: Martin Ruggeri; Andrew Rowe; Kendra McKay; Freda Feng; Jimmy Liu
Subject: RE: WRIFT Plan of Subdivision [HFWSYD-HFWSYD.FID1242928]

Hi all,
We are yet to receive an update in relation to the subdivision.
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Martin – are you please able to assist?
Many thanks
Kind regards
Anna Fazzini
Paralegal
Holman Fenwick Willan
Direct: +61 (0)2 9320 4625
Mobile:
anna.faz
Our Perth office is moving...
As of 8 May, our new Perth office address will be:
Level 15
Brookfield Place - Tower 2
123 St Georges Terrace
Perth, Western Australia, 6000
Australia
From: Steven Foote [mailto:s.foote@uwehay.com]
Sent: Thursday, 27 April 2017 8:14 AM
To: Anna Fazzini
Cc: Martin Ruggeri; Andrew Rowe; Steven Foote; Kendra McKay; Freda Feng; Jimmy Liu
Subject: Re: WRIFT Plan of Subdivision [HFWSYD-HFWSYD.FID1242928]

Good morning Martin,
As discussed, can you please update us all on this today.
Thanks.
Best Regards,
Steven Foote
General Manager
UWE Hay Pty Ltd
Office: +61 2 9554 8899
Mobile:
On 26 Apr 2017, at 9:50 am, Anna Fazzini <Anna.Fazzini@hfw.com> wrote:
Hi all,
Could we please have a status update for the registration of the plan of subdivision?
Thanks
Kind regards
Anna Fazzini
Paralegal
Holman Fenwick Willan
Direct: +61 (0)2 9320 4625
Mobile:
anna.fazzini@hfw.com
From: Martin Ruggeri [mailto:mruggeri@planningmatters.net.au]
Sent: Thursday, 13 April 2017 11:47 AM
To: Kendra McKay
Cc: 'Andrew Rowe'; Anna Fazzini; Steven Foote
Subject: RE: WRIFT Plan of Subdivision
G’day Kendra,
You’re not going to believe this but Council are still waiting to receive an email from Linx re: stage 1 drainage,
which UWE did on 29 March 2017.
I’m told that Weilin Trade only replied to Council’s email on 11 April 2017 so that only leaves Linx. Feel free to
hassle Linx if Steven Foote or yourself want to.
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ce122de5-77dc-4d3b-b653-8c30ed6b9ac9

Martin Ruggeri
Principal

<image001.jpg>
23 Noorilla Street Griffith NSW 2680
M:
| T: 02 6962 2696
E: mruggeri@planningmatters.net.au

From: Kendra McKay [mailto:Kendra.McKay@hfw.com]
Sent: Thursday, 13 April 2017 10:35 AM
To: 'mruggeri@planningmatters.net.au'
Cc: Andrew Rowe; Anna Fazzini
Subject: WRIFT Plan of Subdivision

Hi Martin
Could you please confirm whether the plan of subdivision has been lodged? Are you aware?
Thanks
Kendra
Kind regards
Kendra McKay
Senior Associate
Holman Fenwick Willan
Direct: +61 (0)2 9320 4623
Mobile:
kendra.mckay@hfw.com

Holman Fenwick Willan, 1 Bligh Street, Sydney NSW 2000, Australia T: +61 (0)2 9320 4600 F: +61 (0)2 9320 4666
A list of Partners' names is available at this address. The firm's UK Solicitors Regulation Authority registered number is 437147.
This e-mail (including all attachments) is intended for the named addressee. It is confidential and may be privileged. If you have received it in error,
please contact us immediately and then delete it. You should not disclose its contents to any other person.
This message has been scanned for viruses by mimecast MailControl.

Houston São Paulo London Paris Brussels Geneva Piraeus
Singapore Hong Kong Shanghai Perth Melbourne Sydney

Beirut
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Kuwait

Dubai

Please consider your environmental responsibility before printing this email.
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UWE / Shanghai Bright Foods Meeting
From: Steven Foote <s.foote@uwehay.com>
To:
charlie.cull@minister.nsw.gov.au
Cc:
graham.steer@hillrogers.com.au, Jimmy Liu <jimmy@uwecommodities.com>, Daryl Maguire
<daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>, susan.calvert@industry.nsw.gov.au, Steven Foote
<s.foote@uwehay.com>
Date: Fri, 18 Aug 2017 18:19:06 +1000
Good Afternoon Charlie,
Many thanks to you and Susan for your time this morning to discuss the matter concerning our
investment partner Shanghai Bright Foods Group.
As discussed, should the Minister have the opportunity to meet with them during the September
trip in Shanghai, myself or our Executive Director Graham Steer would be pleased to be in
attendance of the meeting should it be appropriate.
If you require anything further please contact me for the details.
Many thanks.
Best Regards,
Steven Foote
General Manager
UWE Hay Pty Ltd
Unit 6, 192 Kingsgrove Road
Kingsgrove NSW 2208
P: +61 (2) 9554 8899
F: +61 (2) 9554 8988
M:
E: s.foote@uwehay.com
W: www.uwehay.com
Site Location: UWE HAY - WRIFT
Corporate Video: UWE HAY PTY LTD
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RE: UWE / Shanghai Bright Foods Meeting
From: Steven Foote <s.foote@uwehay.com>
To:
charlie.cull@minister.nsw.gov.au, susan.calvert@industry.nsw.gov.au
Cc:
graham.steer@hillrogers.com.au, Jimmy Liu <jimmy@uwecommodities.com>, Daryl Maguire
<daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>, Steven Foote <s.foote@uwehay.com>
Date: Tue, 22 Aug 2017 15:15:56 +1000
Good Afternoon Susan,
Further to our conversation on Friday I’d like to email you regarding the feedback you received
on the required audit by Shanghai Bright Foods.
We have been awaiting the audit since February when they advised us of their departure from
the investment and the delay in this process is the source of our frustration . If the Austrade
Senior Trade Commissioner can assist in accelerating the audit if would assist us greatly.
As mentioned, if the Minister will have an audience with Shanghai Bright Foods in early
September and requires UWE representation, we will be available to assist in the process.
Many thanks again for your support and I’ll await your feedback.
Best Regards,
Steven Foote
General Manager
UWE Hay Pty Ltd
Office: +61 (2) 9554 8899
Mobile:
www.uwehay.com
From: Steven Foote
Sent: Friday, 18 August 2017 6:19 PM
To: 'charlie.cull@minister.nsw.gov.au' <charlie.cull@minister.nsw.gov.au>
Cc: Graham.Steer@hillrogers.com.au; 'Jimmy Liu - UWE' <jimmy@uwecommodities.com>;
'Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au' <Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>;
'susan.calvert@industry.nsw.gov.au' <susan.calvert@industry.nsw.gov.au>; s.foote@uwehay.com
<steven@uwecommodities.com>
Subject: UWE / Shanghai Bright Foods Meeting
Good Afternoon Charlie,
Many thanks to you and Susan for your time this morning to discuss the matter concerning our
investment partner Shanghai Bright Foods Group.
As discussed, should the Minister have the opportunity to meet with them during the September
trip in Shanghai, myself or our Executive Director Graham Steer would be pleased to be in
attendance of the meeting should it be appropriate.
If you require anything further please contact me for the details.
Many thanks.
Best Regards,
Steven Foote
General Manager
UWE Hay Pty Ltd
Unit 6, 192 Kingsgrove Road
Kingsgrove NSW 2208
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Kingsgrove NSW 2208
P: +61 (2) 9554 8899
F: +61 (2) 9554 8988
M:
E: s.foote@uwehay.com
W: www.uwehay.com
Site Location: UWE HAY - WRIFT
Corporate Video: UWE HAY PTY LTD
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Charlie Cull
From:

Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Steven Foote < s.foote@uwehay.com >
Wednesday, 23 August 2017 11 :52 AM
Charlie Cull
susan.calvert@industry.nsw.gov.au
RE: UWE / Shanghai Bright Foods Meeting

Many thanks Charlie,
I appreciate all your efforts.
Best Regards,
Steven Foote
General Manager
UWE Hay Pty Ltd
Office : +61 (2) 9554 8899
Mobile:
www.uwehay.com

From:· Charlie Cull [mailto :Charlie .Cull@minister.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Tuesday, 22 August 2017 4:16 PM
To: Steven Foote <s.foote@uwehay.com>
Cc: susan.calvert@industry.nsw.gov.au
Subject: RE : UWE / Shanghai Bright Foods Meeting

Hi Steven,
Thanks for sending your follow up email - I'm sorry I didn't reply to this email earlier.
I know Susan has been working hard on this . I'll chat with her about where we are up to and next steps and one of
us will get back to you in due course.
Thanks,
Charlie
From: Steven Foote [mailto :s.foote@uwehay .com ]
Sent: Friday, 18 August 2017 6:19 PM
To: Charlie Cull <Charlie .Cull@minister.nsw.gov.au >
Cc: Graham .Steer@hillrogers .com .au; Jimmy Liu <jimmy@uwecommodities.com >;
Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au; susan.calvert@industry.nsw.gov.au; Steven Foote <s.foote@uwehay .com >
Subject: UWE / Shanghai Bright Foods Meeting

Good Afternoon Charlie,
Many thanks to you and Susan for your time this morning to discuss the matter concerning our investment partner
Shanghai Bright Foods Group.
As discussed, should the Minister have the opportunity to meet with them during the September trip in Shanghai,
myself or our Executive Director Graham Steer would be pleased to be in attendance of the meeting should it be
appropriate.
If you require anything further please contact me for the details.
1
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Many thanks.
Best Regards,
Steven Foote
General Manager
UWE Hay Pty Ltd
Unit 6, 192 Kingsgrove Road
Kingsgrove NSW 2208
P: +61 (2) 9554 8899
F: +61 (2) 9554 8988
M:
E: s.foote@uwehay.com
W: www.uwehay.com
Site Location: UWE HAY - WRIFT
Corporate Video: UWE HAY PTY LTD
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Bright Foods
From:

Meagan Tuck <"/o=parl/ou=exchange administrative group
(fydibohf23spdlt)/cn=recipients/cn=mtuckad1">
shimingfang@brightfood.com
To:
jimmy@uwecommodities.com, charlie.cull@minister.nsw.gov.au
Cc:
Tue, 29 Aug 2017 17:06:05 +1000
Date:
Attachments: Bright Foods - China.pdf (663.83 kB)
Good afternoon
Please find attached letter from Daryl Maguire MP – Wagga Wagga for your URGENT attention
and reply
Many thanks
Meagan Tuck
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
Ph: 0269 211622
Fx : 0269 214424
Mo:
E: waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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RE: Solar Farm Info
From: Steven Foote <steven@uwecommodities.com>
To:
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Cc:
Sophie Duan <sophie@uwecommodities.com>, Jimmy Liu <jimmy@uwecommodities.com>,
Steven Wang <steven.wang@uwecommodities.com>, Steven Foote
<steven@uwecommodities.com>
Date: Thu, 19 Apr 2018 16:37:36 +1000
Hi Daryl,
Attached is the company profile in English/Chinese.
Please advise if you can arrange a supplier to meet the delegates on Monday afternoon at the
Hay site as per my previous email.
Let me know if you need anything else.
Best Regards,
Steven Foote
UWE Group General Manager
Office: +61 (2) 9554 8899
Mobile:
www.uwecommodities.com.com
From: Steven Foote
Sent: Wednesday, 18 April 2018 8:24 PM
To: Daryl Maguire <Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Cc: Sophie Duan <sophie@uwecommodities.com>; Jimmy Liu <jimmy@uwecommodities.com>;
Steven Wang <steven.wang@uwecommodities.com>
Subject: Re: Solar Farm Info
Many Thanks Daryl,
If there is another Wagga based supplier that might be able to meet our delegates at the site
Monday afternoon in addition to the Tuesday afternoon meeting in our office?
FYG - I have the business information document for the company. I am having the bulk of the text
translated to English and will email through tomorrow.
Steven.
On 18 Apr 2018, at 8:12 pm, Daryl Maguire <Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au> wrote:
Gday, these are the projects that I have identified in the area . The first one is Gordon Hynde
who had already agreed to meet , I am going to arrange a meeting with the last group as they are
the largest projects , regards Daryl
Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga
<ElectorateOffice.WaggaWagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Date: 13 April 2018 at 6:42:06 am GMT+8
To: Daryl Maguire <Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
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Subject: FW: Solar Farm Info

From: Chris Fitzpatrick [mailto:freway@tpg.com.au]
Sent: Thursday, 12 April 2018 5:21 PM
To: ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga
Subject: Solar Farm Info

Hi Daryl,
Further information regarding the Solar Farms are below.
Gregadoo Solar Farm. Redbank Road. Lake Albert.
Land Zoning; Rural. WWCC.
DA; Via NSW DPE. (SSD)
Lease from Landowner model.
30 megawatt
Proponent; Greenswitch P/L
Contact; Simon Grassby;
Email; sg@gscapital.uk
Avonlie Solar Farm; Sandigo, via Narrandera.
Land Zoning; Rural. NSC.
DA; Via NSW DPE. (SSD)
Lease from landowner model.
200 megawatt
Proponent. Renewable Energy Systems Australia P/L. (RES)
Contact; 02 84407400
Email; info.australia@res-group.com
Wagga Solar Farm; Windmill Lane. Bomen
Land Zoning; Rural. WWCC
DA. Via WWCC/SJPP.
Lease from Landowner model.
25 megawatt;
Proponent; Terrain P/L
Contact; Simon Ingram;
Email; simon@terrainsolar.com
Bomen Solar Farm. Trehair’s Lane. Bomen
Land Zoning; Industrial. WWCC.
DA. Via. NSW DPE. (SSD)
Land Ownership model. (Option to purchase by Developer on approval of DA)
120 megawatt
Proponent; Renew Estate/Wirsol P/L
Contact; Chris Fitzpatrick.
Email; freway@tpg.com.au
Daryl,
I have contacted and advised Renew Estate of your representation on behalf of others
regarding an interest in the BSF.
Renew have asked if you would send an email to me outlining a brief of the EOI and would
then propose a possible meeting with your contacts when they are available.
If you could get back to me with some further detail in the near future.
Regards
Chris
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Nantong Surun New Energy Holding Co., Ltd.
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Nantong Surun Power Investment Holding Co., Ltd.

Nantong Surun New Energy Holding Co., Ltd.
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Photovoltaic Power Station

Photovoltaic Power Station
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Combined Heat and Power Generation
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Maintenance & Installation

Maintenance & Installation
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Enterprise Profile
Surun Industrial Group Co., Ltd

Innovation
is our motive power of development

Surun Industrial Group Co., Ltd. was established in 2003 and is located in Nantong, Jiangsu
Province. Over the years, the Group has been strengthening its market power in industry of
real estate development, cogeneration, mining and coal supply, waste disposal and power
generation, new energy project development. Now it has developed into a comprehensive
enterprise group that focus on new energy development, supported by other business such as
logistics, mining and energy facility installment and maintenance. In 2014, five subsidiaries
with registered capital of RMB 100 million were established by the Surun Industrial Group Co.,
Ltd. Including Nantong Sunrun New Energy Holding Co., Ltd and Group currently have 27
wholly-owned subsidiaries. The net assets of the group are RMB 6 billion.
Group culture include: responsibilities, integrity, diligence, and self-discipline

Nantong Sunrun New Energy Holding Co., Ltd

Nantong Sunrun New Energy Holding Holdings Co., Ltd. (Surun New Energy) is a professional
holding company led by the new energy industry and now control 7 subsidiaries.
Surun New Energy's main business include construction and operation management of solar
power generation projects, wind power generation, biomass power generation technologies
and research, consulting and promotion in low-carbon technologies, technical services and
technology transfer, gas equipment technology, coal wholesale and retail. In recent years,
Sunrun New energy has attended many of national's energy in Xinjiang such as developing
wind power photovoltaic power and biomass power generation.

NANTONG SURUN Power Investment Holding Co., Ltd

NANTONG SURUN Power Investment Holding Co., Ltd (Nantong Power) was established at 2014.
It was fully funded by SUNRUN Industrial Group with the registered capital of RMB$100 Million.
Nantong Power is now focus on the business of Combination generation of Heat and Power,
Public Heating System, Electricity generation, facility instalment and maintenance. Nantong
Power now control other three subsidiaries with total registered capital RMB$39 Million whose
business covered and specifically in Heat generation, energy and heat transport, facility
maintenance.
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Photovoltaic Power Station

Photovoltaic Power Station
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Distributed photovoltaic

Distributed photovoltaic
sit^ifeEaiaaifeiC

riSS tfb
Sfe^iSt6S=

Hill t

Volume 27

776

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT
E17-0144-AS-2-73-0001 D10539825

e74a974c-56d9-4ce8-9579-5248ffb1e070

Photovoltaic Carport
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RE: UWE 25th Anniversary Dinner Invitation
From:
To:
Cc:
Date:

Steven Foote <steven@uwecommodities.com>
Alexandra Tierney <alexandra.tierney@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Jimmy Liu <jimmy@uwecommodities.com>, Freda Feng <freda@uwecommodities.com>
Mon, 14 May 2018 10:40:34 +1000

Many thanks Alexandra.
Best Regards,
Steven Foote
UWE Group General Manager
United World Enterprises Pty Ltd
UWE Currububula Station Pty Ltd
UWE Hay Pty Ltd
Office: +61 (2) 9554 8899
Mobile:
From: Alexandra Tierney <Alexandra.Tierney@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Sent: Monday, 14 May 2018 9:59 AM
To: Steven Foote <steven@uwecommodities.com>
Cc: Jimmy Liu <jimmy@uwecommodities.com>; Freda Feng <freda@uwecommodities.com>
Subject: RE: UWE 25th Anniversary Dinner Invitation
Good morning Steven,
Hope you are well. Thank you for the invitation for Daryl to attend the below.
He would be delighted to attend.
Thank you.
Alexandra Tierney
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
02 6921 1622
waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au

From: Steven Foote <steven@uwecommodities.com>
Date: 14 May 2018 at 9:05:20 am AEST
To: Daryl Maguire <Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Cc: Steven Foote <steven@uwecommodities.com>, Jimmy Liu <jimmy@uwecommodities.com>,
Freda Feng <freda@uwecommodities.com>
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Subject: UWE 25th Anniversary Dinner Invitation
Good Morning Daryl,
Please see attached the invitation for you to the 25th Anniversary Dinner next Friday the 25th of
May.
The event will be held at the Golden Bowl Restaurant in Hurstville commencing at 6pm with the
staff of UWE as well as other invitees who have worked with UWE over the years. The night will be
a celebration of what achievements the company has made as well as a vision of what we can do
in the future.
Please confirm your attendance by email reply by the 18th May.
Many thanks.
Best Regards,
Steven Foote |UWE Group General Manager
United World Enterprises Pty Ltd
UWE Currabubula Station Pty Ltd
UWE Hay Pty Ltd

Unit 6, 192 Kingsgrove Road | Kingsgrove NSW 2208
P: +61 (2) 9554 8899
F: +61 (2) 9554 8988
M:
E: steven@uwecommodities.com
W: www.uwecommodities.com
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From

Sophie Duan <sophie@uwecommodities.com>

To

" (Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au)" <Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>u>,"Daryl McGuire - Wagga MP (
<
@iprimus.com.au>u>

CC

Jimmy Liu <jimmy@uwecommodities.com>

Subject

UWE Hay Pty Ltd information

Attachments

image001.png,Consulate-General of the P.R. of China in Sydney's reply email to__ Jimmy dated on 2 August 2017 pdf,image003.jpg,Jimmy's email to the
Consulate of the P.R. of China in Sydney dated__ 27 July.pdf,Letter to Daryl Maguire MP - 17th August 2017.pdf,image005.jpg

@iprimus.com.au)"

Dear Daryl
As Jimmy discussed with you on the phone, please see attached files.
?

Attachment 1 - the email from Jimmy Liu, Managing Director of UWE to the Consulate-General of the P.R. of China in Sydney dated on 2

?

Attachment 2 - the email reply from the Consulate-General of the P.R. of China in Sydney to Jimmy Liu dated on 2 August

?

Attachment 3 - the letter from Steven Foote, General Manager of UWE Hay Pty Ltd requesting your assistance with matters concerning o

Thank you for your kind help and support always. :)
Sophie
Commercial Manager
United World Enterprises Pty Ltd
Unit 6, 192 Kingsgrove Road
Kingsgrove NSW 2208
P: +61 (2) 9554 8899
F: +61 (2) 9554 8988
E: sophie@uwecommodities.com
W: www.uwecommodities.com
[cid:image001.png@01D101DF.441051B0][cid:image003.jpg@01D31776.DAEAFF50][cid:7648BD0B-E7F4-4C59-8A25-8FC3B28B2EAD@home.gateway]
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UWE HAY PTY LTD
To:

The Hon. Daryl Maguire, MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
Parliamentary Secretary for the Centenary of ANZAC, Counter Terrorism, Corrections and Veterans Affairs

CC:

The Hon. Stuart Ayres, MP
Member of the Legislative Assembly
Member for Penrith
Minister for Western Sydney, Minister for WestConnex, and Minister for Sport

From:

Steven Foote
General Manager
UWE Hay Pty Ltd
17th August 2017

Dear Daryl,
I write to you to request your assistance with matters concerning our investor, Shanghai Bright Food Group’s subsidiary Shanghai Dairy Group
(SDG), in China.
In July of 2016, senior members of SDG attended an annual Board Meeting at our office in Kingsgrove. The meeting was centered around a review
of business performance, to discuss the further investment at our hay facility with increased storage sheds as well as the provisions for working
capital to support our efforts with the growers within the Riverina region who support our supply of oaten hay to the international dairy industry.
Through no fault of UWE Hay, in late 2016 the leadership structure within SDG changed and the commitments made at our meeting in 2016 have
since been forgotten.
In February 2017, we were advised that SDG wished to sell their ownership shares and leave the business. While this decision was very
disappointing, we have respected SDG’s wishes and have done what would be expected of us to facilitate their departure. Since February
however we have not received any feedback from the leadership with SDG to progress their departure and our business is now facing concerns
ahead of the October harvest of new crop produce. Specifically, we have been unable to develop the site with further investment for new storage
sheds and we are without working capital to support our purchases from the growers within the region.
Our facility employs 18 staff and with the further investment at the site we will be able to increase productivity by 25%. This investment will
further support the growers and employ more local people within the region. Our position however to continue our growth as well as carry on
our day to day operations is affected while SDG remain within the business. After many attempts to progress we have been unsuccessful to force
an outcome hence I am writing to you today for your support with the matter.
Can the NSW Government assist with contacting senior leadership within Shanghai Bright Food Group to progress their departure from the
business so we may in turn work towards further investment and enhancement of our business. I thank you in advance for your assistance and
ongoing support with UWE Hay and I look forward to your feedback.
Best Regards,

Steven Foote
General Manager
UWE Hay Pty Ltd
s.foote@uwehay.com
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INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION

5

RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN SENIOR INVESTIGATOR PAUL
GRAINGER OF THE INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION
AND MR STEPHEN GALILEE. CONDUCTED AT THE OFFICE OF NSW
MINERALS COUNCIL ON THE 26 MARCH 2019.
TIME:

10:59AM.

ALSO PRESENT: CAROL WONG, INVESTIGATOR, ICAC.
10
GRAINGER:

This is a recorded interview between Paul Grainger and Mr Stephen
Galilee. The time is 10.59 am. Today is the 26th of March 2019 and we’re
currently at the NSW Minerals Council offices in 12 O’Connell Street
Sydney. Other than myself there are two other persons present and for
voice ID I’ll ask them to state their names. Starting with you Stephen.

GALILEE:

Stephen Galilee.

WONG:

Carol Wong.

GRAINGER:

Thank you both. Stephen have you given consent to have your voice
recorded?

GALILEE:

I have.

GRAINGER:

Stephen as I indicated to you the Commission is conducting an
investigation into the former Member for Wagga Wagga, Mr Daryl
Maguire and we’d like to obtain from you your recollection of some events
that occurred back in 2018 with Mr Maguire. So you’re aware of the scope
of our investigation, this is it. The ICAC is conducting an investigation
into allegations that the former Member for Wagga Wagga Mr Daryl
Maguire engaged in conduct that involved the breach of public trust by
using his public office, involving his duties as a Member of the NSW
Parliament and the use of Parliamentary resources to improperly gain a
benefit for himself or others. That’s the scope of what we’re looking at.

GALILEE:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

The issue I want to talk to you about now is a – a potential petroleum refracking –

GALILEE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- technology (UNDECIPHERABLE) come across we understand. Stephen
I understand you’ve been in this role since 2012?

GALILEE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Prior to that you were the Chief of Staff to Mike Baird?
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GALILEE:

Correct.

GRAINGER:

And prior to that you were involved in the Federal Parliament?

GALILEE:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Did you know Mr Maguire whilst you worked for Mr Baird?

GALILEE:

I – I knew – met Daryl when I worked for Peter Debnam back in 2007
when he was – when I was Chief of Staff to Peter. He was the Opposition
Leader.

GRAINGER:

Mm hm.

GALILEE:

Daryl I think was the Chief Opposition Whip back then. So that’s when I
first him and we had a bit to do with him because he was the Chief Whip
for the Opposition. So that was my first contact with him and then I – I
knew him since then, on and off. So I didn’t have a lot to do with him when
I was in Mike’s office but – but when I was working for the Opposition
Leader we had a bit to do with him on Parliamentary process. That sort of
stuff.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

GALILEE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Is he someone you sort of kept in touch with or just –

GALILEE:

Not really, no, no. I’m so – I mean I knew him. I was friendly with him
but I – he’s not someone that I would have had regular contact with over
the years.

GRAINGER:

So – so we understand that somewhere prior on the 29th of March you must
have spoken to Mr Maguire. Do you recall doing that?

GALILEE:

On – in last year?

GRAINGER:

Last year, yes, March last year?

GALILEE:

Look my recollection is I think Daryl rang me and was asking about – was
talking about having – he had some potential contacts in relation to some
gas technology or petroleum technology as you mentioned and wanted to
know if there were people in the industry who he could talk to and my
recollection of the discussion, given that it was a while ago, was that we
don’t represent the gas industry and that – that’s a role that APIA play and
that Malcolm Roberts, who I had worked with in the past in – in Canberra
many years ago was the CEO of that organisation and that I can put him in
touch with Malcolm and that I could get – get Malcolm to give him a call
and discuss whether or not there was some opportunities there that he could
pursue and then I - I think I called Malcolm and let him know that I’d had
this approach from Daryl and I – I had – I had read – I think from an email
from APIA. One of those industry emails I think that I get sent from all
these different bodies, you know, that they were having a conference. They
were having their annual conference but – and that their exhib – trade
exhibition had been oversubscribed and my recollection of the discussion
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with Malcolm and maybe with Daryl was that maybe these people should
take out a trade exhibition at the conference and that Malcolm or someone
from Malcolm’s staff might be able to help them in relation to that and so
I think I spoke to Malcolm about it or might even emailed him as well and
then I didn’t hear anything about it for a while and then I was actually up
in Parliament and I bumped into Daryl. I was going into a meeting. It might
have even been – I was meeting with someone in the Premier’s office in
Parliament. So it was – it was a Sitting Day in Parliament and Daryl must
have came in – came, must have been in there for something and he saw
me and he said, was it, no hang on, no that’s wrong sorry. That was
afterwards. So he then contacted me and said he hadn’t heard anything
from Malcolm. So then I followed up with Malcolm and Malcolm I think
then got in contact with Daryl. I then saw Daryl after that in Parliament
and he said that Malcolm had contacted him.

5
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GRAINGER:

Okay.

GALILEE:

And said something like ‘I owe you a beer’ or something so -

GRAINGER:

Okay.

GALILEE:

That was it.

GRAINGER:

Going back to the start, first time you either spoke or had contact with Mr
Maguire was it by telephone or face to face?

GALILEE:

I’m pretty sure it was by telephone.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

GALILEE:

Yeah, yeah, I’m pretty sure my recollection was he called me pretty much
out of the blue. I knew who he was of course but he called me out of the
blue and said he knows some people or words to that effect of got this new
technology and was looking for contacts in the industry and who they
could talk to about their technology given we don’t – we’re not in that
industry essentially that – I thought it was a sensible course of action to
refer him to the industry body that is in that – in that game.

GRAINGER:

Sure.

GALILEE:

And – and the – the trade exhibition option seemed to be a fairly – I thought
well that could be good for Malcolm as well because this gets – gets
another trade exhibitor at his conference. So.

GRAINGER:

Sure. Did Mr Maguire tell you how he came across these contacts at all?

35

GALILEE:

I don’t – I don’t think – I don’t remember that he did. I – he – I do
remember him saying something about them being from China or
something but he didn’t – he didn’t – no I didn’t really go into it with him.
Frankly I was happy to (UNDECIPHERABLE) to pass it on rather than –
because we don’t do business to business very much –

40

GRAINGER:

Sure.

GALILEE:

- in the Minerals Council anyway, so.
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GRAINGER:

Sure.

GALILEE:

And every now and then people ring us up with some great new idea on
how they’re gonna save money for our member companies and if we could
only just give them an audience and we don’t do that unless their members
of our organisation themselves they can make those contacts. So this was
a pretty easy one to deal with because it wasn’t even something that our
members are going to be interested in.

GRAINGER:

So, just so I’m clear you received a phone call from Mr Maguire? You
indicated to him that you would speak to Malcolm Roberts from –

GALILEE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- the relevant body?

GALILEE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And then you think you contacted Mr Roberts?

GALILEE:

I’m pretty sure I emailed – I emailed Malcolm and said that Daryl Maguire
is – is an MP, he’s contacted us and he’s got this – and I’ve asked him if
he could – if you could – I’ve asked – I told him I’d get you to call him
about –

GRAINGER:

Yeah, sure.

GALILEE:

- potentially about your trade exhibition that was coming up and then yeah
I remember not hearing back from Malcolm and I’d thought maybe that
had all – it all happened and then I think Daryl contacted me and said he
hadn’t heard anything. So then I would have followed up with Malcolm
and I think Malcolm had missed my first email or something like that.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

GALILEE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So you followed up with Malcolm a second time. Was that by email again?

GALILEE:

Yeah it would have been I suspect by email, yeah.

GRAINGER:

And then you – the next thing you realised was Mr Maguire spoke to you
in Parliament?

GALILEE:

Yeah, I bumped into him in Parliament. Malcolm may have let - let me
know that he’d spoken to Daryl, just as a courtesy but I don’t remember
whether he did or not.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

GALILEE:

I seem to remember, excuse me, well I do remember that – having that
contact with Daryl, that face to face in Parliament. It was like an accidental
thing as I waiting to go to another meeting and I –
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GRAINGER:

Do you remember whereabouts in Parlia – you said it was near the
Premier’s office -

GALILEE:

I would have – I –

GRAINGER:

- level 8?

GALILEE:

- yeah I’m pretty sure it was in the - the reception area of that level 8 of
the Premier’s office and Daryl was going in there to do something and I
was waiting to do something and I can’t remember who we were meeting
that day. I can check.

GRAINGER:

Oh that’s -

GALILEE:

But – but and I – it would – and I it almost like a passing thing and I said
as, you know, I have (UNDECIPHERABLE) contact with you and he said
yeah, yeah I owe you a beer or something.

GRAINGER:

Alright.

GALILEE:

Yeah.

15

GRAINGER:

Just so I can adopt these on the record, I’ll show you the relevant emails
and just get you to confirm whether they’re right ones or not. The first one
is an email chain between yourself and Mr Maguire. It’s Commission
reference D10539834 and it commences on the 29th of March 2018 with
an email from you to Mr Maguire.

20

GALILEE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

I’ll show you those two. Just have a quick read of that.

GALILEE:

Oh yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

And following that up –

GALILEE:

Oh yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

- on the 1st of March Mr Maguire’s again contacted you and indicated as
you’ve said that Mr Robinson had contacted him?

GALILEE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Now.

GALILEE:

Oh yeah I sent him – sent him the program I think. Well the link to the
conference. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yes, and then the next document I’ll show you is Document D10541995.
It’s an email dated the 3rd of April 2018. So on my reading of this and I’ll
ask you to correct me if I’m wrong. This email is the first email you sent
to Malcolm Roberts after Mr Maguire contacted you on the 29th of March.
You said something to Mr Roberts on the 3rd of April.

GALILEE:

Yeah that’ll be about right I guess, yeah.
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GRAINGER:

Is that accord with your recollection?

GALILEE:

Yeah, yeah, yeah. I mean I could go back and check but you’ve obviously
got the email anyway but that – that looks – that looks like, yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

And then it appears as you indicated previously that on the 1st of May 2018
you again contacted Mr Roberts?

GALILEE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

This is Commission reference D10549 – 41 sorry 41996. Did - the content
of the email indicates again that you were following up on the earlier email
and – can you contact – can Malcolm contact Mr Maguire?

GALILEE:

Yeah, yeah, yeah, that’s just paraphrasing this one I think.

GRAINGER:

Yep. Yeah.

GALILEE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay and you’ll see from the first email I’ve shown you which was
D10539834 -

GALILEE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- the date of the last email is after Mr Maguire contacted you indicating
that he hadn’t heard from Malcolm Roberts. Virtually a few seconds later
you sent another email to Malcolm Roberts.

GALILEE:

Yeah I probably sent it off straight away once he rang.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

GALILEE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Alright. Did you – just for clarity do you recall ever speaking to Mr
Roberts about whether any company had taken up the technology at all?

GALILEE:

I – I do remember we might have had a conversation sometime later where
he – where he may have told me that no company took it up but I’m not –
I’m not 100% on that.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

GALILEE:

It’s poss, oh it’s – it’s – it’s something that I seem to remember we might
have had a discussion on. I’ve probably spoken to Malcolm about three or
four times in the past year. So we’re not talking – we don’t talk regularly
and yeah it might have just been something that he might have mentioned
to me. It wouldn’t have surprised me if that didn’t happen but I mean it
wouldn’t surprise me if they didn’t take up the exhibition space but it’s
possible that we had a conversation about it, yeah.

GRAINGER:

I suppose in the totality of this does it – does it strike you as strange that
the Member for Wagga Wagga was promoting a Chinese technology to
frack oil?
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GALILEE:

A little bit. A little bit, yeah but you know I – I mean MP’s come across
various people in various roles. I mean was he Parliamentary Secretary for
something at the time, so you know it’s possible that in those sorts of roles
they come across people that have got, you know, things they want to
pursue. Could have been, you know, somebody came across in – in – in
those duties. It did strike me as a little bit strange though but then again
the existing Member for Wagga Wagga wants a coal transition plan for
NSW and there’s no coal mines in Wagga at the moment. So it – it’s – it’s
a little bit strange but it’s not out of – out of – totally out of the ordinary
for an MP to have interests that don’t necessarily align with their electorate
but the – the easiest thing for me to have been able to do then was to pass
it off to somebody else to take care of under those circumstances –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

GALILEE:

- ‘cause as I said (UNDECIPHERABLE) these - a lot of these business to
business requests we don’t do them generally.

GRAINGER:

Sure.

GALILEE:

So it’s – it’s – it was a neat one to not have to deal with given that it wasn’t
our sector.

GRAINGER:

At the time when this occurred Mr Maguire was the Chairman of a
Parliamentary Friendship Group. The Asia Pacific Friendship Group.

GALILEE:

Right, yeah. I wasn’t aware of that.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

GALILEE:

But that – that might mean – you know that could be where he met these
people I guess.

GRAINGER:

My question was do you recall if he actually mentioned that to you at all?

GALILEE:

No, no, I don’t recall. He could have but I don’t remember him mentioning
it to me.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Carol?

WONG:

No questions from me.

GRAINGER:

Stephen, that’s all I had to ask you.

GALILEE:

That’s it?

GRAINGER:

Thank you for the time.

GALILEE:

No worries.

GRAINGER:

I’ll finalise the interview. It is 11.14am.

GALILEE:

Okay.
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Malcolm Roberts
From:

Sent:

To:

Subject:

Galilee, Stephen <sgalilee@nswmining.com.au>
Tuesday, May 1, 2018 9:59 AM
Malcolm Roberts
Request from Steve Galilee

Hi mate, hope you are well,
I sent this request to you a few weeks back but you might have missed it.
I had a call early April from a NSW state MP asking me for contacts in the oil and gas industry to help him with some
Chinese contacts he reckons have some new technology for extraction.
He's asked me if I knew you and whether I could get you or someone from APPEA to call him to discuss his issues.
Would you be able to call him as a courtesy? Or even one of your staff? It would be great if someone from APPEA was able
to give him a call and mention my name.
His name is Daryl Maguire, he's the MP for Wagga Wagga and his mobile is
I also told him they should exhibit at your conference and I sent him the link to the event.
Not sure if they took up the suggestion, but I understand your trade exhibition is full now.
Best regards
Steve

STEPHEN GALILEE
Chief Executive Officer

T
W

02 9274 1400
nswrnining.com.au

10 �----- - -----1·

Will you be a voice for mining? Make your voice heard at www.voiceformining.com.au
The information transmitted (including all attachments) is included only for the named addressee It is confidential If you have received it in error, please
contact the sender and delete it from your system No part of this email should be reproduced, adapted or disseminated without the written consent of the
NSW Minerals Council_ Any personal information in this email must be handled in accordance to the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth.). Unsubscribe: If you do not wish
to receive emails/updates from the NSW Minerals Council. please unsubscribe here
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Re: APPEA 2018 – Delivering from Day 1
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Stephen Galilee <sgalilee@nswmining.com.au>
Tue, 01 May 2018 10:05:48 +1000

From:
To:
Date:

Ta
Sent from my iPad
On 1 May 2018, at 9:50 am, Stephen Galilee <sgalilee@nswmining.com.au> wrote:
yes sure, i’m sorry he hasn’t called.
i’ll chase him up today
On Tue, 1 May 2018 at 9:46 am, Daryl Maguire <Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au> wrote:
G’day Stephen , sorry to bother you , Malcolm Roberts hasn’t called yet , I do need to speak to him ,
preferably in Sydney or his HQ can you chase him up for me ? My mobile
Sent from my iPad
Sent from my iPad
On 29 Mar 2018, at 10:33 am, Galilee, Stephen <sgalilee@nswmining.com.au> wrote:
Hi Daryl, good to talk earlier,
Here's the email on the APPEA Conference, your contacts may wish to consider the trade
exhibition?
I'll give my contact the APPEA CEO Malcolm Roberts a call and ask him to call you.
Best wishes
Steve
STEPHEN GALILEE
Chief Executive Officer

T
W

02 9274 1400
nswmining.com.au

---------- Forwarded message ---------From: APPEA Limited <appeamail@appea.com.au>
Date: Wed, Mar 28, 2018 at 4:56 PM
Subject: APPEA 2018 – Delivering from Day 1
To: "sgalilee@nswmining.com.au" <sgalilee@nswmining.com.au>
View Online

APPEA 2018 Conference and Exhibition
ADELAIDE. AUSTRALIA 14-17 MAY 2018

Volume 27

798

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT
bfcd2d6d-e976-4290-80f7-68704fe006b2

E17-0144-AS-2-73-0001

28 March 2018

APPEA 2018 Conference Program packs a punch!

At this pivotal time of evolution for the oil and gas industry, we have tailored a prolific
Conference Program that will translate these changes and what they mean for your
business' bottom line.
In just the first morning of APPEA 2018, you will hear from:
Federal and State Ministers
Leaders of the industry from Chevron, ConocoPhillips, Santos and
Woodside
APPEA Chair, Zoe Yujnovich
Global energy experts, including CSIRO Chief Executive, Larry Marshall

Resilient Business - Success in the New Energy Market is what we will deliver; exploring
how best to take advantage of new research, insights and technology to create successful
outcomes.
Don't get left behind - secure your place at APPEA 2018 !
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INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION
RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN SENIOR INVESTIGATOR PAUL
GRAINGER AND CHIEF INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX OF THE INDEPENDENT
5

COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION AND MR TIMOTHY HOWE AT
IN BOWNA ON 12 DECEMBER 2018.
TIME:

9.03AM

PRESENT:

SENIOR INVESTIGATOR PAUL GRAINGER
CHIEF INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX
TIMOTHY HOWE

GRAINGER:

This is an electronic record of interview between Paul Grainger and Mr
Timothy Howe. Today is the 12th of December, 2018. The time is
9.03am in the morning. We're currently in Mr Howe's residential address
at
, Bowna. Other than myself, there are two other
people present, and for voice ID, I'll ask them to state their names,
starting with you, Tim.

HOWE:

Timothy John Howe.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

FOX:

Tim Fox.

GRAINGER:

Thank you. Tim, have you given your consent to record this interview?

HOWE:

I have.

GRAINGER:

Tim, can I start, ask you your full name again -

HOWE:

Timothy -

GRAINGER:

- please.

HOWE:

- John Howe.

GRAINGER:

Your date of birth.
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HOWE:
30

GRAINGER:

And your residential address.

HOWE:
GRAINGER:

And your best contact number, please.

HOWE:
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GRAINGER:

Thanks, Tim. Tim, just to adopt a couple of things we told you before
we commenced - that this is not a - the Commission is not exercising a
coercive power at this point in time. This is a voluntarily process.
You're under no obligation to take part, nor are you under any obligation
to answer any questions I ask you. Do you understand that?

HOWE:

I do.

GRAINGER:

I need to advise that pursuant to the ICAC Act, it is a criminal offence to
deliberately provide false and misleading information to an officer of the
Commission who is performing their function under the act. Any
information you provide in the interview needs to be the truth to the best
of your knowledge and belief, and do you understand that?

HOWE:

I do.

GRAINGER:

So there's no understanding, both Tim and I are Commission officers,
and this interview is a function under the Act. Now, what I meant to ask
you beforehand, I'd like to ask you to read a certain paragraph onto the
record. This is what's called a jurat. It's the - it makes this interview
admissible within proceedings in New South Wales. Have a look at that
and see if you're happy to read it onto the record for us, please, and if you
are, just read it. Thanks.

HOWE:

This statement made by me accurately sets out the evidence which I
would be prepared, if necessary, to give in court as a witness. This
statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief, and I make it
knowing that if it is tendered in evidence, I shall be liable to prosecution
if I wilf- if I have wilfully stated in it anything which I know to be false
or do not believe to be true. I am 61 years of age.

GRAINGER:

Thank you, Tim.

HOWE:

You're welcome.

GRAINGER:

Tim, just so you're fully aware of the allegation the Commission is
investigating, it is this. We're conducting investigation into allegations
since 2012, Mr Daryl Maguire, the former state member for Wagga
Wagga, engaged in conduct that involved a breach of public trust by
using his public office, involving his duties as a Member of the New
South Wales Parliament, and the use of parliamentary resources to
improperly gain a benefit for himself, a company known as the G8way
International, and any associated persons. So can I just start with my
understanding of your background? You come from a catering
background. Is that -

HOWE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- correct?

HOWE:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And you were - did you perform a catering function for the
Wagga Wagga RSL?
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HOWE:

Yes, I held the contract for the catering for nearly - about three years.

GRAINGER:

OK. So what time period was that?

HOWE:

Oh, goodness me. I finished in 12 - 2015, which had been April, 2015. I
think it - 15 - might've been December, 2012, I think, from memory.

GRAINGER:

OK. And what - as in catering, what did you provide to the club?

HOWE:

Oh, well, we ran the coffee shop, we ran the bistro, functions, outside
events like bowling when they had bowling, and food to the bowling
greens. Private functions within the club that the Board might hold to
entertain people. So, obviously, weddings, wakes.

GRAINGER:

Was that - did you provide that to both the RSL and the Commercial
Club, or was it -

HOWE:

No, not -

GRAINGER:

- just -

HOWE:

Never to Commercial Club, no.

GRAINGER:

Just the RSL?

HOWE:

That was run by a Chinese gentleman.

GRAINGER:

And did you have a separate business that - that - another business
somewhere that you ran as well?

HOWE:

No, I - my company name was Adamshurst, and I had a restaurant in
Albury, and from what that - we had two out - two other sites, one at
Howlong Golf Club. We ran the bistro there, and we ran the bistro at
North Albury Footy Club, but when I got the contract - sorry. I had to
close up Adamshurst in Albury because Gary Malvin that owned the
building went - as a builder - went bankrupt, and the bank forced him to
sell, and I was hoping whoever would buy it would still want me to lease
it,
, so when I got the contract for the RSL club, I gave
away the contract at Howlong and North Albury 'cause it was just too far
apart.

GRAINGER:

OK. No -

HOWE:

So it was sold solely at Wagga at that -

GRAINGER:

So -

HOWE:

- stage.

FOX:

I was gunna say, what was - you said the name of your company, but you
said it very fast.

HOWE:

Adamshurst. A -
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FOX:

Adamshurst. A -

HOWE:

A-D-A-M-S -

FOX:

Yep.

HOWE:

- H-U-R-S-T.

FOX:

OK. And that's propriety limited, was it? That was it? That was -

HOWE:

Yes.

FOX:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. You were the Director of the company?

HOWE:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

OK. And you think you left in around 2015, did you say? The RSL -

HOWE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- pub?

HOWE:

April, 2000, but they kicked me out.

GRAINGER:

Oh, kicked you out?

HOWE:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Was there a reason for that?

HOWE:

I don't really know. I think they - the Chinese gentleman from the
Commercial Club was kicked out, and they got another couple in down
there to change that from a Chinese to an Australian-type bistro. And I
think they took a fancy to Raymond. He took over the contract.

GRAINGER:

OK.

HOWE:

But I - I don't know why. There was no real explanation given. Said,
"We'd like you to finish soon."

GRAINGER:

OK. So when you were at the RSL, providing the contract catering there,
who did you predominately deal with? From the club executive, I'm
talking -

HOWE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- about.

HOWE:

Andrew - Andrew Bell. There was another gentleman. I can't remember
his name. Like, I'd see him, but I can't -

GRAINGER:

OK.
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HOWE:

- remember his name. He's - he was - I don't think he was on the Board.
He was just one of the managers.

GRAINGER:

OK. And did you meet Phil Elliott through -

HOWE:

Oh, yes.

GRAINGER:

- the RSL -

HOWE:

Oh, yes.

GRAINGER:

- club?

HOWE:

Yes, on many occasions.

GRAINGER:

Is that the only way you met Phil Elliott? Would you - did you know
him before -

HOWE:

No.

GRAINGER:

- you worked the RSL?

HOWE:

No, didn't know -

GRAINGER:

So -

HOWE:

- him beforehand.

GRAINGER:

It was through the RSL -

HOWE:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- you met him. And how would you describe your relationship with
Phil? Was it a - just solely business, or a social relationship, or what was
it?

HOWE:

Well, he was on the Board, so it was - yeah, it was a business
relationship, but he was also a - a lot of the board members dined in the
bistro, so he was a customer as well, and he'd - I mean, they're all very
nice. All very friendly, and chatty, and, you know, there was never any,
what I'd call, malice or anything like that. It's just, you know - even if
things weren't going well, they were all still smiling. What they said
about you behind your back was probably a different thing, but, no, just
solely - he was a board member and a customer.

GRAINGER:

OK. So you didn't socialise with him or anything like that? Not - no.

HOWE:

The only ti- only time I met him out of - out of the club, I'm pretty sure,
he was at that meeting at Sydney Airport.

GRAINGER:

OK. Well, we'll come to that -

HOWE:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- in a second.
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HOWE:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Do you know Daryl Maguire who was a Member for Wagga?

HOWE:

He used to come very often to the CWS meetings and things like that
when they had their afternoon teas and what have you at the bistro, so,
yes, I know who you're talking about.

GRAINGER:

OK.

HOWE:

'Cause when I saw him on TV, I was so surprised that he'd been kicked
out.

GRAINGER:

So CWS is Country Women's something?

HOWE:

Country Women's Association.

GRAINGER:

OK.

HOWE:

What did I say? CWS? CWA.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

HOWE:

Sorry.

GRAINGER:

That's all right.

HOWE:

Yeah. Country Women's Association.

GRAINGER:

And just (UNDECIPHERABLE) do you know a person by the name of
Maggie Wang?

HOWE:

Who?

GRAINGER:

Maggie Wang, W-A-N-G.

HOWE:

Nah.

GRAINGER:

No? Haven't met Maggie before?

HOWE:

I don't think so.

GRAINGER:

All right.

HOWE:

Just put it like that.

GRAINGER:

OK.

HOWE:

I mean, there was a lady at the meeting, once again, and I'm not couldn't - if you give me a million pounds, I couldn't tell you her name.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. Just - just - what did she look like?

HOWE:

Oh, goodness me. No.

GRAINGER:

No? No idea?
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HOWE:

Can't remember.

GRAINGER:

Asian?

HOWE:

The only reason I'll say yes is because she was translating for the
gentleman that they wanted me to employ.

GRAINGER:

OK. All right. Now, as indicated, we have an interest in the - the
employment of this Chinese national. Just tell us what happened, from
start to finish.

HOWE:

Well, it goes back quite - and I can't tell you how long, but - and it came
from Phil Elliott. He said to me, "Oh, look, there's this Chinese
organisation that's gunna invest a load of money in an indust- industrial
site in Wagga and we think it'd be a jolly good idea if you have
somebody that can speak Mandarin on your staff." He said, "Because we
don't have any vacancies available, and I understand you're looking for a
chef." I went, "Oh, OK. Whatever." So a few days later, they said, "Oh,
we entertain - entertain these Chinese businessmen in the board room on
a Sunday night, so we'd like a nice menu done up." And got me best
staff, and me best chef, and, you know, they entertained some - I don't
really know who they were. They were Chinese, and other dignitaries,
probably from Wagga Council. I don't know. I - I'm pretty sure Daryl
Maguire was there. Pretty sure. So they had dinner that night, and then,
a few - once again, a few days later, Phil said, "Oh, will you meet this
gentleman? We got a Chinese chef that might, you know, suit what you
need." So I've organised - he said, "Oh, I've organised a meeting and you
and Andrew Bell can come up to Sydney Airport. We'll hire - we'll rent a
- leased room there to meet him." And that was then - so we flew up to
Sydney, get - went in this tiny little room. Table, chairs, and this young
Chinese lad appeared, and this other lady. I'm sure that Andrew Bell,
myself, and Phil Elliott - I'm absolutely sure. And I reckon there was
pieces of paper with information and goodness what else, and to cut a
long a story short, what they wanted to was to - this - well, he wasn't a
chef. He didn't - he washed up in a pizza place. That's the -

GRAINGER:

OK.

HOWE:

- first thing.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

HOWE:

And, so I looked at Andrew Bell, and he looked at me, and I raised an
eyebrow, and so did he. So we went, “OK, fine”. And the deal was, this
kid's father would pay his salary into my bank account every couple of
months, and I would pay him. So, basically, I got a member of staff for
nothing. So I, so we had the meeting and as we left, I was given an
envelope. I said, "What's this?" That's the guy - thanks for coming, and
I'm pretty sure it's Phil Elliott that gave it to me. Pretty sure.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

HOWE:

Sorry. Off we went, got on the plane (UNDECIPHERABLE) open this
envelope, there's $1000.00 there. So I thought, "Nah." So I stuffed all
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the information, pieces of paper there, in the back seat pocket. Left it
there. Got off the plane. When I next saw Andrew Bell, I said, "What do
you think?" He went, "Nah." I've said, "OK. $1000.00 - you know a
good charity?" He said, "Yes", so I gave it to him. As far as I was
concerned, that was the end of the matter.

5
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GRAINGER:

OK. All right. Let's go back to the start. When Phil Elliott approached
you, do you know where it was?

HOWE:

Oh, it would've been in the club.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

HOWE:

Yeah, well, I didn't go anywhere else.

GRAINGER:

OK. And do you remember what he exactly - like, as best as you can do,
what he said to you? The, like, first person conversation. He said, I said
- that type of thing. Can you recall that?

HOWE:

Well, yeah, as I said, they - they said that they're - 'cause there had been
something in the paper in Wagga about Chinese investment.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

HOWE:

I remember seeing that a few - a few - maybe a week or so before, and
that's when he said to me that it would be good if we had somebody who
could speak Chinese, Mandarin on - on the staff.

GRAINGER:

OK. So at that point in time, was Phil - were you looking for a chef?

HOWE:

I was.

GRAINGER:

And were you looking for a particular type of chef?

HOWE:

Well, one - you really want somebody that can work high volumes. You
can - they can knock out Australian food. Your schnitzels, your steaks,
your sauces. You know, you - you want - wasn't really looking for
somebody who can cook sweet and sour pork and, you know, noodles,
and all that sort of thing.

GRAINGER:

So you - did - the bistro you were running in the club wasn't an Asian
type -

HOWE:

Nah.

GRAINGER:

- bistro, was it?

HOWE:

There was - there was a separate Asian -

GRAINGER:

OK.

HOWE:

- restaurant -

GRAINGER:

Oh, OK.
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HOWE:

- there, at the club.

GRAINGER:

OK. And - but you were running a - a typical bistro, as you described,
with steaks and schnitzels. That type of thing. All right.

HOWE:

Fish and chips. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. So when Phil approached you and he said, the words you used,
either "we" or "you may look for a - I need someone speaks - a Chinese
chef." Was Phil approaching "you" as - as saying the club, or "you" as as the caterer for the club?

HOWE:

I would've said in the club's interests.

10

GRAINGER:

OK. And you indicated that, sort of - the words you used before was,
you sort of went along with it. The - it - the - the impression I got from
what you told me before, and correct me if I'm wrong, was that you sort
of just went along with this at that point in time. Did you feel like you
had to?

15

HOWE:

You - when you work for Andrew Bell, you do.

GRAINGER:

OK. So where - where was Andrew Bell in - so we got Phil approaching
you. Was Andrew Bell involved at this point in time?

HOWE:

Nah.

GRAINGER:

No?

HOWE:

Nah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

HOWE:

I'm not - I'm not sure when he - see, him and Phil would've had meetings,
and meetings, and I wouldn't know what was going on.

GRAINGER:

OK.

HOWE:

But when you work - when you're at the RSL club, they will manipulate
you.

GRAINGER:

All right.

HOWE:

You do it their way or no way.

GRAINGER:

So Andrew Bell is the what in the club? Is he -

HOWE:

He's the General Manager.

GRAINGER:

General Manager. And is it the fact that - that while you've said that
Andrew Bell is pretty much my way or the highway? Is that - you're sort
of saying?

HOWE:

Yeah, very much.

GRAINGER:

OK.
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HOWE:

"I won't interfere, but you need to get a new second in command."

GRAINGER:

OK. Gotcha. So you - you've had this conversation with Phil, and what
happened next? You indicated that you went to Sydney.

HOWE:

Yeah. He said - oh, basically, he - he - he drove the whole thing. "We
set up a meeting with this guy and would like you to come and meet
him".

GRAINGER:

So -

HOWE:

Excuse me.

GRAINGER:

Did - did you drive to Sydney?

HOWE:

No, flew up.

GRAINGER:

And who paid for your airfares?

HOWE:

Me.

GRAINGER:

You? And what about - and you said you went with Andrew Bell.

HOWE:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

And where did the meeting take place?

HOWE:

In the meeting room at the airport.

GRAINGER:

In the Qantas terminal? Or - was it? Or -

HOWE:

I would say yes. I wasn't really taking a lot of notes, to be honest with
you. The only reason I know that is because when we were waiting for
our flight back, we went into the Qantas Lounge.

GRAINGER:

OK.

HOWE:

'Cause there's complimentary drinks and -

GRAINGER:

Yeah. Yep.

HOWE:

- coffee, and all that.

GRAINGER:

The Qantas Club. Uh-huh.

HOWE:

And that's where Tony Abbott met me.

GRAINGER:

OK. When - we - we'll come to that. Well, when - when - the area, do
you remember, did you have to go up a set of escalators to get to the
lounge or could you just walk in from the - the - the normal level?

HOWE:

I really can't -

GRAINGER:

Remember.
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HOWE:

- remember. I know - I know - 'cause we waited. We got there a little bit
early, and we sat and a cold drink, and just hung around, and then, that's
about - 'cause I went up with Andrew Bell. And then, I think we must've
met - met Phil in a - a - it was only Andrew and I on the plane.

GRAINGER:

OK. So you - Andrew and you travelled up in the same flight.

HOWE:

Mm, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Is that correct?

HOWE:

No.

GRAINGER:

No?

HOWE:

We -

GRAINGER:

OK.

HOWE:

- didn't. He paid for the tickets and I paid him because he was booking
'em. And I don't think we - I can't remember. I know I went to the
airport in my car, parked up. I know that 'cause I didn't know where
Wagga Airport was 'cause I used to go from here to the club and back
again.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

HOWE:

I wouldn't really go much - much further. Did I fly up with Andrew
Bell? God, I can't remember. Nope. Can't remember.

GRAINGER:

Can't remember? OK. So your recollection - you flew to Sydney and
you got off the plane. Did you go straight into the meeting?

HOWE:

Probably half an hour or so. Wasn't long.

GRAINGER:

OK.

HOWE:

It was - we're hanging about a little bit. I remember that because we
were sitting in the arrival lounge.

GRAINGER:

Do you remember if Phil Elliott had flown to Sydney himself that day?

HOWE:

I-

GRAINGER:

Or -

HOWE:

I couldn't tell you. He just appeared.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FOX:

But he wasn't on your flight?

HOWE:

Nah.

GRAINGER:

There's only a certain number of Qantas flights a day out of Sydney. Do
you remember actually who you flew? Did you fly Qantas or -
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HOWE:

Can't remember.

GRAINGER:

- Rex? Can't remember? OK.

HOWE:

No. I really can't.

GRAINGER:

You've indicated you went to a small meeting room somewhere.

HOWE:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

And -

HOWE:

That was in the airport, definitely.

GRAINGER:

In the airport itself?

HOWE:

We didn't go anywhere else. Nah.

GRAINGER:

And when you got to that meeting room, did you all go together as a
collective - a group? Or would - did you - Phil go first, and you met Phil
there, or how did that work?

HOWE:

Can't remember.

GRAINGER:

Can't remember? OK.

HOWE:

I can remember Andrew Bell sat there, I sat there. Pretty sure Phil Elliott
sat there. The young lad sat opposite me, and this lady, his
representative, sat there.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FOX:

So the way you've just described it is, you have Elliott on your right.

HOWE:

Elliott on my left.

FOX:

Elliott on your left.

HOWE:

Andrew Bell on my right.

FOX:

Bell on your right. Opposite you was the candidate.

HOWE:

Uh-huh.

FOX:

And then there was a female who interpreted 'cause the candidate spoke
no English. Is that -

HOWE:

No, he did -

FOX:

- right? Or -

HOWE:

- speak some English, but -

FOX:

All right.

HOWE:

- I think, if I remember rightly, certain words, he didn't understand.
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FOX:

OK.

HOWE:

The lady was having to help him along.

GRAINGER:

Yep, OK. The - during that meeting, what do you recall was said to you?
So just tell me exactly what you remember was being - they told you
about. Was the - was the person looking for a visa? Was he looking
for -

HOWE:

If -

GRAINGER:

- work?

HOWE:

If my memory serves correctly, the word, "visa", never came up, but
then, it became pretty obvious to me that he wanted to stay in the
country, and he'd come and work for us as a chef. And then I said to
him, "Well, what experience do you have?" He said, "I work in a Pizza
Hut - a pizza shop." I said, "What do you in the pizza shop?" He said, "I
do washing up". And that's really, to me, it was almost the end of the
meeting, really.

GRAINGER:

OK.

HOWE:

But then -

GRAINGER:

Just run -

HOWE:

- the -

GRAINGER:

Run - just run us through from what you can recall, even if it's just, you
know, words to the effect of, and who said what, and what happened.
So -

HOWE:

Well, Andrew Belly really was the one that started asking the questions.
You know, "What experience do you have? Where do you work at the
moment?" And it - it was - it was because, I suppose, his limited
English, it was very much, "Well, I work in a Pizza Hut." I keep saying
"Pizza Hut" - pizza shop. And I think I asked him, "What do you do in
the pizza shop?" He said, "I wash up." And then it was explained to us
by the lady about the deal with the salary.

GRAINGER:

OK.

HOWE:

Or money being paid into my bank account, and then you pay him. I did
ask, "Well, what happens if he disappears?" And the lady said, "That's
not your problem."

GRAINGER:

OK. Do - so the - just going back, why was Andrew Bell asking the
questions if you were to employ the person under your company?

HOWE:

'Cause that's what Andrew Bell's like.

GRAINGER:

OK. So from what you said, Andrew Bell sorted of started the - the
questioning off.
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HOWE:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

Did Phil do any talking during this time?

HOWE:

Can't remember.

GRAINGER:

OK.

HOWE:

No, I can't remember. Something's telling me that he was the one that
was explaining about the set up with the money after the lady had
explained it.

GRAINGER:

OK.

HOWE:

But, look, it's five years ago.

GRAINGER:

OK.

HOWE:

And I have to say, I was going along with it just to please the Board. I
must admit. I mean, I went up there thinking, "Yeah, right. You know
how this gunna work out." But once again, you know, when you're
working with the board directors, like, when Andrew Bell's in charge,
you know, if he says "jump", you don't ask how high.

GRAINGER:

OK. So just going back to - you've indicated the lady initially gave you
an explanation about how the payments were going to work. Just tell us
the best thing you can recall. What was said? As best you can.

HOWE:

About the money?

GRAINGER:

Yeah, about the money.

HOWE:

Well, quite simply, money - well, his - to cover his salary, money will be
paid into your bank account, I think they did say every quarter, and I
would then pay him weekly. So, variably, I got a member of staff for
nothing.

GRAINGER:

Yep. And who was going to pay things like superannuation and that type
of -

HOWE:

Well, we never got to that.

GRAINGER:

Oh, OK.

HOWE:

Because, really, once that was - once they said that to me, I don't think,
yeah, we’re not doing this are we?

GRAINGER:

OK.

HOWE:

No, no, I mean, I must admit, I looked at Andrew Bell, Andrew looked at
me, and you could see we're - we're both thinking this is dodgy. Period.
So -

GRAINGER:

And then you - you've indicated that Phil Elliott may have said
something afterwards about the -
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HOWE:

I'm absolutely sure, because the lady - I mean, her English was very
good, but even she struggled, I think, with some of the terminology of -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh. Do you remember what - what topics Phil covered, or what he
said? Or -

HOWE:

I think he, basically, just put what she was saying about the money into
plain Australian.

GRAINGER:

OK.

HOWE:

I'm sure she had quite a heavy accent. I'm, you know - I struggled to
understand some of what - what she was saying.

GRAINGER:

OK.

HOWE:

And that's the only reason why I say she was Asian, but, I mean, if you, if
you, if you stood her in front of me now, I couldn't - I wouldn't be able to
say that's her.

GRAINGER:

The - during that conversation, was there a - any discussion? We've
spoken about his wages being paid into your account and that you would
pay him. Was there any discussion about a - a bonus or a - a - additional
money to you or your company for doing this?

HOWE:

Not that I can recall.

GRAINGER:

During the conversation, do you recall if there were any discussions
about - you've sort of indicated before that there was questions about
what - what happens if he doesn't turn up. What did you mean by that
when you asked that question?

HOWE:

Well, the way they were going, it kept going fairly clear to me that he they wanted us to sponsor him, whether or not it was on a 457 visa,
'cause I had a couple of other people on 457 vi- from - one from - from
Sri Lanka working for me, so we'd gone through the process and we
knew what it was all about. But 'cause he wasn't a chef - sorry, that's one
question I did ask, "Do you want to be a chef?" and he said, "No". Well,
I thought, "OK. So you get to stay in the count" - oh, what's going
through in my mind, "You get to stay in the country, and then you just
piss off and disappear." Then, what do I do?

GRAINGER:

OK. Did you actually ask that question?

HOWE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And did you get a response.

HOWE:

He said, "No."

GRAINGER:

What do you mean, "He said, 'No'"?

HOWE:

Oh, sorry. About him disappearing?

GRAINGER:

Yeah.
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HOWE:

What - sorry. When I - when I brought that up, they said, "Don't worry
about it."

GRAINGER:

OK.

HOWE:

"Doesn't matter. If he disappears, he disappears."

FOX:

So was it ever said to you by anyone that this person was definitely going
to move to live in Wagga?

HOWE:

No, not - well, I suppose, not unless we employed him.

FOX:

Right. So you never got that far?

HOWE:

Nah.

FOX:

So there was no discussion about arrangements - where he was gunna
stay or anything like that?

HOWE:

Nah.

FOX:

OK.

GRAINGER:

So did you - did you form a view that, ultimately, in this - in this
conversation that this person was actually going to come and work for
you in this process, or was it a matter of, for all intents and purposes, it
was going to appear that this person was working for you but he wouldn't
be?

HOWE:

Well, that's - yes, exactly. That's where I was going with it.

GRAINGER:

That's what you thought was going to happen?

HOWE:

That's - yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. Did you - and did you raise that with someone at all?

HOWE:

Well, that's what I just said. "What if he disappears?"

GRAINGER:

OK.

HOWE:

And they just said, "Well, it's not your problem."

GRAINGER:

OK.

HOWE:

So the -

FOX:

So the inference from that was that the - the money would still exchange.
So you'd still get money, you'd still pay the money into another account,
but whether he's there or not, it doesn't matter.

HOWE:

Well, that's exact- exactly where I was going. Yeah.

FOX:

Yep.
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HOWE:

I mean, whether I had the opportunity to stop paying him if he didn't
come into work, we never - we never got that far.

FOX:

All right.

HOWE:

So - 'cause it wasn't -

GRAINGER:

So what, really, was gunna be in it for you?

HOWE:

Well, as far as they were concerned, I was gunna get a pair of hands for
no cost. That's if he came to work.

GRAINGER:

Work. Yep. But, ultimately, if he didn't, there'd be no benefit to you
whatsoever?

HOWE:

No, I'd just be the - laundering the money through for him.

GRAINGER:

OK. Did - was there any - I - I - I've seen some emails around that don't
involve you. You're not involved in - in the actual email. You're
mentioned. But it deals with the - what was said during this meeting.
And the tenor of the emails are that when you asked a question about if
the person doesn't turn up, there was some discussion by the people there
about lying to the immigration department. Do you recall that at all?

HOWE:

Nah.

GRAINGER:

Nah?

HOWE:

Nah.

GRAINGER:

Do you remember if there were any discussions about - about the
involvement - the immigration department?

HOWE:

Nah.

FOX:

After the meeting, then - so how did the meeting end, sorry, Tim?

HOWE:

Oh, look, I think - from my frame of mind, I would haz- and this is only and I can't remember, but I would hazard a guess I - I would've said,
"Well, look, we'll go away and think about this, thank you very much",
and that was it.

FOX:

So you sort of made a polite overture of "We'll think about this", and
from what you've said, in your mind -

HOWE:

It wasn't - I -

FOX:

- you were thinking, "No."

HOWE:

No.

FOX:

So when you got out, did you - do you recall if you flew back to Wagga
with Mr Bell?

HOWE:

I can't - I really can't remember. I know my car was at Wagga Airport.
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FOX:

OK.

HOWE:

I know -

FOX:

So -

HOWE:

I can't -

FOX:

Do you recall conversations that you had after that meeting with Andrew
Bell?

HOWE:

Yeah, only very briefly, though, and I - I do remember saying that I'm
not happy with this, and I'm not gunna go ahead with it, and "What are
you thinking?" If my recollection is correct, he was very much in the
same ilk.

GRAINGER:

OK.

HOWE:

It was - it wasn't - didn't feel right.

GRAINGER:

Sure.

HOWE:

And that's when I gave him the envelope. I said, "Do you know a good
charity? There you are."

GRAINGER:

So with - following - following from what Tim said, you indicated before
that you've flown back and you've had some documentation with you.

HOWE:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

What documentation did you - did you have?

HOWE:

I think some of it was introduced in the lady and what her involvement - I
think she came across as some sort of immigration - 'cause I use one in
Holbrook. Can't remember what they call themselves.

GRAINGER:

Migration agents?

HOWE:

Migration agent. That's the word I'm looking for. And I think - I don't
remember him having a CV - resume. I - I don't remember it. It wasn't a
lot. It was only four, or five, six pieces of paper, and I just fold 'em up,
put 'em in the seat, and left them there 'cause I thought, "This isn't going
to happen”.

GRAINGER:

Do you remember if there were any immigrations forms or anything like
that like documentation from the government?

HOWE:

Can't remember. No, I really can't.

GRAINGER:

You said you stuff them - left them back at the seat when you - when you
got pack. You obviously kept the envelope with the - the $1000.00 in it.

HOWE:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

You opened the envelope on the plane -
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HOWE:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

- did you? What were the denomination of the notes? Do you -

HOWE:

$100.00 notes.

GRAINGER:

$100.00?

HOWE:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

So just run us through who gave you the - the envelope again.

HOWE:

Phil Elliott.

GRAINGER:

OK. And did he explained to you what it was for?

HOWE:

No, this - this - it was a sealed enveloped. This is - I said, "What's this?"
He said, "That's for coming. Thanks".

GRAINGER:

OK. Did you ask him what it was? Or -

HOWE:

No.

GRAINGER:

No.

HOWE:

'Cause Andrew Bell got one as well.

GRAINGER:

Oh, he got one as well, did he?

HOWE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So you saw Phil give -

HOWE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- Andrew $1000.00? Another envelope? OK.

HOWE:

Well, an envelope, yes.

GRAINGER:

An envelope. OK. It looked the same as your envelope?

HOWE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So the - the transaction take place, "Here's yours, Tim. Here's yours,
Andrew", or how did it -

HOWE:

As - as we were walking out.

FOX:

Brown envelope? White envelope?

HOWE:

Oh, no idea.

GRAINGER:

OK. So you got back to Wagga on the plane. You left the paperwork in
the plane.

HOWE:

Uh-huh.
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GRAINGER:

So after that, when did you have this conversation with Andrew Bell
about -

HOWE:

Oh, I was - I can't even remember what day it was.

FOX:

Where was the conversation with Andrew Bell?

HOWE:

In the club.

GRAINGER:

His -

FOX:

In which part of the club?

HOWE:

In - just by the bistro. I remember - remember it well, overlooking
- overlooking the racecourse.

GRAINGER:

OK. During the club opening hours?

HOWE:

Oh, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Or -

HOWE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

HOWE:

During open hours, yeah. Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. And had you kept the $1000.00 in the envelope, and you gave the
envelope to Andrew?

HOWE:

I'm pretty sure I would've done, otherwise it would been in my wallet,
and I never carry a wallet around at work.

GRAINGER:

OK. And you've given him - to him, and you've indicated that, you
know, "Do you know a good charity?" And -

HOWE:

Well, the RSL club is a charity towards Returns Servicemen's League,
anyway, so I told Andrew I - I don't know what to do with it.

GRAINGER:

OK.

HOWE:

And what he ever did with it, where it went, I've no idea.

GRAINGER:

OK.

HOWE:

Never - it was never mentioned again.

GRAINGER:

Do you - after that event, do you recall if Phil Elliott contact you contacted you, trying to retrieve the $1000.00?

HOWE:

No, he didn't.

FOX:

What conversations did you have with Mr Elliott after that about this
approach?
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HOWE:

OK. After the event, I get the impression that Mr Elliott had his fingers
rapped, 'cause it didn't seem like - I - in actual fact, I probably didn't see
him again. 'Cause it was - I'm not sure if he was kicked off the board, or
told to pull his head in, or - I don't know. But I do get the - I do get the
impression that something had been said or action had been taken.

FOX:

'Cause you had no further interaction with him at all?

HOWE:

Not the -

FOX:

Is that the last -

HOWE:

I migh-

FOX:

- the last time you saw him?

HOWE:

I might've seem him as a customer. Once again -

FOX:

All right.

HOWE:

I-I-I-

FOX:

OK.

HOWE:

There was - there was no more, you know, dodgy deals. Let's put it like
that.

FOX:

Was there any conversation about that - that meeting at -

HOWE:

I don't -

FOX:

- the airport?

HOWE:

- believe so.

FOX:

OK.

HOWE:

Don't believe so, 'cause whatever decision I made, I would've had to
speak to Andrew - Andrew Bell anyway, and Andrew Bell would know
how to feed it through to Phil, so I - I don't remember any conversation
afterwards.

GRAINGER:

What - what gave the impression that Phil had been rapped over the
knuckles?

HOWE:

We didn't see him, and I think some off the cuff remark by a senior
member of staff just - oh, I haven't seen Phil around for a while. I know
you'd probably not like me to, sort of thing. And I can't remember what I
said. It was just - in - in that vein, 'cause you used to see some of the
directors quite regularly. The President, you'd see all the time.

GRAINGER:

And who was that at the time?

HOWE:

Was it John, wasn't it? John -

GRAINGER:

John Keyes?
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HOWE:

Keyes, yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. Was the conversation of employing this person ever brought up
again at all, or any other person?

HOWE:

Nah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FOX:

Were you at any stage asked to provide any records to Phil or anyone
else to - so - so company records such as records of payroll, financial
statements which would corroborate that your business was a viable
ongoing concern, and because that's the sort of thing that you would
know, that if you were putting through an application for - to sponsor
someone, you need to do that.

HOWE:

Yes, I remember - I remember doing it for - can't remember his name.
Yeah, the - the other chef. No, but because the point of sale terminals
were all owned by the club, they could pull what they like off it.

FOX:

Oh, OK.

HOWE:

They had all the - and knew exactly what was going through the tills.

FOX:

Yep.

HOWE:

'Cause they - I mean, when I came to pay my rent which was a
percentage of the turnover, they told me how much it was.

FOX:

Right, I'm with you. OK.

HOWE:

So I - there was no hiding anything from them.

FOX:

Right.

HOWE:

'Cause they could've printed it off and given it to anybody.

FOX:

OK.

HOWE:

And, I mean, once again, it's - Phil Elliott is a board member, he probably
would've had access to that sort of information. I don't know, but, I
mean, I - that's a board member.

GRAINGER:

Tim, what I'm gunna do is show you an e-mail. It's reference for the Commission reference D-1-0-5-1-8-5-5-8. Now, you are not a party to
this email, but it discusses some of things we've talking about. It's Phil
Elliott talking to Daryl Maguire about what occurred. OK? So I'll ask
you - it's the first email, first page of the email. So top part, there, just
have a read of that. Good with that? OK. So that - that's the - the - the
version that Mr Elliott has told Daryl Maguire on the 15th May, 2013, at
11.24 and nine seconds in the morning. Does that -

HOWE:

What day was the meeting?
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GRAINGER:

That's what I was trying to establish from you. I'm yet to determine
exactly what day the meeting actually was. But -

FOX:

Was it a week day?

HOWE:

I - do you remember, I just said earlier, I couldn't remember what day it
was 'cause - the reason I said that - what day it was, because when I met
Andrew Bell, he - he never came in on Saturday and Sunday, so my
mind's telling me it was a Friday but I don't know.

GRAINGER:

OK.

HOWE:

I can't remember. I might be able to dig a diary out for you.

GRAINGER:

If you could do that, it'd be appreciated.

HOWE:

Not - I won't be able to put my hands in right now.

GRAINGER:

No, no.

HOWE:

But I've got your phone number -

GRAINGER:

Yep.

HOWE:

- and -

GRAINGER:

Yep.

HOWE:

'Cause I've got a 20 foot shipping container there full of old documents.

GRAINGER:

OK.

HOWE:

But I'm sure there's diaries in there.

20

GRAINGER:

So you said the - the - the version that Elliott has told Maguire talks
about you being out for sure, and that you wanted to return his $1000.00,
and that Phil told you that you were - you're able to keep it as per the
agreement, but Phil wouldn't want it back. Do you recall that
conversation taking place?

25

HOWE:

No, I don't.

GRAINGER:

OK. So after having read that email, now, does that assist you, sort of,
putting things in - into perspective? Has it -

HOWE:

Well, as I said, you know, the bloke's, apparently, there, said he's from
the north and he's from the south. I don't remember that, but I'm very
good at switching off -

GRAINGER:

OK.

HOWE:

- when I'm not interested.

GRAINGER:

OK. All right.

HOWE:

You're not coming to work for me, mate, just go away.
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GRAINGER:

OK, all right.

HOWE:

That's all thanks. Look, the money - I don't know whether I tried to give
Phil the money back. I don't remember.

GRAINGER:

OK.

HOWE:

All I do know is I gave it to Andrew Bell.

GRAINGER:

OK. No problems.

HOWE:

Just 'cause I - nothing - I want nothing to do with it. Thank you very
much.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FOX:

What's possible is that he's actually been speaking to Bell.

HOWE:

Exactly. That's what - that's what I'm -

FOX:

And then he's relayed that to Mr Maguire as, "Oh, yeah, look, Tim" -

HOWE:

Quite possibly.

FOX:

Yeah.

HOWE:

Quite possibly.

GRAINGER:

Yep. All right.

FOX:

'Cause your recollection is there was no conversation after the meeting
about this -

HOWE:

Not that I can -

FOX:

- with Mr Elliott.

HOWE:

Not that I can remember.

FOX:

Yeah. In fact, Mr Elliott was scare, so - yep.

HOWE:

Very scarce.

GRAINGER:

So the - the comment here, "when asked by Tim what happened if
immigration officials turned up, he was told, “They probably won't, but
on the off chance they do, just tell them he was on leave, holidays, sick,
etc.'" And he talks about in the sentence before, "I think the major hurdle
in the end was the explanation by Maggie and Monica of how it works.
They really need to be careful.”

HOWE:

Maggie and Monica?

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

HOWE:

So that's - there was two ladies in the meeting?
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GRAINGER:

Well, that would infer -

HOWE:

Indicate.

GRAINGER:

- there -

HOWE:

Yeah. Well -

GRAINGER:

- was.

HOWE:

Yeah, yeah. I - I got -

GRAINGER:

We weren't there.

HOWE:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So we don't know.

HOWE:

And I wasn't interested.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FOX:

By the sounds of it, from the moment you walked in, almost.

GRAINGER:

OK.

HOWE:

Well, the whole thing just smelled.

GRAINGER:

Was that your gut feeling? Was it not right?

HOWE:

Absolutely. I mean, if he wanted a job as a chef, get in the freakin' car,
and drive to Wagga, and talk to me. Drag me up to Sydney 'cause
Andrew Bell wants me to. Better things to do with me time.

GRAINGER:

OK. I've got nothing further to ask you at this point, Tim. Thank you for
speaking to us.

HOWE:

You're very welcome. I'll try and drag that date out.

FOX:

If you pinpoint the day of the meeting, that'd be helpful to us. And any if there's - on the off chance there's anything else you find that's relevant,
just let us know.

HOWE:

I'm absolutely sure I won't 'cause I - I went with nothing, I came back
with half a dozen pieces of paper and an envelope, and I can't get either
of those now.

GRAINGER:

OK. All right. Thank you for your time. If you can look for those
things, like we've discussed, that'd be much appreciated. Do you have
any complaints about the way we've conducted ourselves today at all?

HOWE:

No. Fantastic.

GRAINGER:

Phil, sorry, Tim, thank you for your time. The interview's concluded. It's
9.45am.
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RE: no good at RSL
From:
To:
Date:

Phil Elliott <phil.elliott@riverinastrata.com.au>
Wed, 15 May 2013 11:42:09 +1000

Hello
Tim is out for sure. He even wanted to return his $1000. I told him it was his per the agreement and
suggested a number of charities he can give it to if he doesn't want it but that I wouldn't accept it
The RSL is out as a whole
I think the major hurdle in the end was the explanation by Maggie and Monica of how it works. They
really need to be careful.
When asked by Tim what happens if immigration officials turn up he was told they probably won't but
on the off chance they do just tell them he is on leave/holidays/sick etc
The other thing was the candidate. He was excellent but telling fibs. For example he was asked where
he was from and he said..I think...in the North. Then later told us he was somewhere, can't remember
and that was in the south. Then he stumbled and said in the south
That was the killer I think
Keyes had the shits from the first day we arrived in China because he was way out of his depth and
this was just an extension of this. He also feels threatened, probably by me, and was just showing his
power. Made himself look a complete goose
Anyway, all this was in a private meeting and I know you won't repeat it
I need to be in Canberra Saturday and back Sunday. Taking muffy for company and to get her away
from wagga as it is all a bit much for her here at the moment
We will call back via your place if that suits and Karen can pay you and collect the car
Cheers
Phil
-----Original Message----From:
Sent: W
To: Phil Elliott
Subject: RE: no good at RSL
WoW !! what a knuckle , beware I think Andrew would be in there somewhere
. Is Tim out for sure ?
>-- Original Message ->From: "Phil Elliott" <phil.elliott@riverinastrata.com.au>
>To:
>Subject: no good at RSL
>Date: Tue, 14 May 2013 23:13:14 +1000
>
>
>G'day
>
>Got hauled over the coals in a very poor set up by Keyes at the RSL for
>supposed non disclosure of conflicts of interest.
>
>
>
>You don't need to know the details but I appeared before the full board
and
>was filthy about it. In the end I had that imbecile apologise to me
>
>
>
>Anyway..the downside because of his work I'm sure is that Tim from the
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>catering company will not be hosting Maggies man and the club won't be
>involved in any way
>
>
>
>I have in my draw $1000 from Maggie which needs to be returned. If you're
>in
>Sydney you can give it to her and I will give to you or whatever suits
>
>
>
>Tomorrow I will advise Maggie that it isn't happening but will now work
on
>others
>
>
>
>Cheers
>
>
>
>Phil
>
>
>
>
>
>Riverina Strata Management
>
>Licensee: Phil Elliott JP
>
>PO Box
>
>Mount Austin NSW 2650
>
>
>
>T/F: 0269 257 437
>
>M:
>
>I: <http://www.riverinastrata.com.au/> www.riverinastrata.com.au
>
>Servicing strata and community schemes throughout the Riverina
>
>
>
----No virus found in this message.
Checked by AVG - www.avg.com
Version: 2013.0.3336 / Virus Database: 3162/6324 - Release Date: 05/14/13
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INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION

5

RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN CHIEF INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX,
SENIOR INVESTIGATOR PAUL GRAINGER AND JOHN KEYES AT THE GOLD
COAST QUEENSLAND, 27TH JUNE, 2019.
TIME:

10:57AM

PRESENT:

PAUL GRAINGER
TIM FOX
JOHN KEYES

GRAINGER:

This is an electronic interview between Paul Grainger and Mr John
Keyes. Todays the 27th of June, 2019 and it’s currently 10:57AM
by my watch. We’re currently at Mr Keyes’ residence on the Gold
Coast in Queensland. Other than myself, and – there are two other
people present and I ask them for voice ID starting with you John.

KEYES:

(NO VERBAL RESPONSE)

GRAINGER:

What’s your name, just state your –

KEYES:

John Reginald Keyes.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And Tim.

FOX:

Tim Fox.

GRAINGER:

Okay, John have you given your consent to have this interview
recorded?

KEYES:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Just adopt a couple of things I told you beforehand formally.
This interview will form part of the Commission’s evidentiary
holdings in this investigation. There’s currently no determination
about how this will progress, but if a decision is made this interview
and the contents may be tendered or used in the Commissions
hearing process or any other process the Commission chooses. That
will be without telling you it’s going to happen, there’s a possibility
you may be called to give evidence as well. You happy with all
that?

KEYES:

Yes, most definitely.

GRAINGER:

Okay. John I told you already, but I’ll just refresh again now that
under the Independent Commission Against Corruption Act it is a
criminal offence to wilfully make a false or misleading statement to
Commission officer who is exercising their functions under the Act.
Now Tim and I are both Commission officers. Anything you tell us
today has to be true to your best knowledge and belief. Also this –
this is a – the Commission is not using a coercive power, this is
voluntary, you don’t have to take part if you don’t want to. You
understand all that?
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KEYES:

Yes definitely yeah.

GRAINGER:

Now you wanted to say you saying this without prejudice is that
correct?

KEYES:

I want to say without prejudice yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay no problems at all. Just so you – I’ll tell you the full allegation
we are looking at. That since 2012 Mr Daryl Maguire MP, the
former member for Wagga Wagga engaged in conduct that involved
a breach of public trust by using his public office including his duty
as a member of the New South Wales Parliament and the use of the
resources of Parliament to improperly gain a benefit for himself, a
company known as G8Way International and those associated with
that company. That’s all the form – formalities out of the way. So
John you’re currently retired?

KEYES:

I am.

GRAINGER:

And prior to that what was your occupation?

KEYES:

I worked in the livestock industry for most of my life. I worked for a
number of different firms due to mergers. I was called a stock and
station agent at the end of my career I became self employed and I
worked – worked as selling rural acre properties for the Sydney firm
Schute Bell and another firm called Brian Unthank from Albury. I
joined the RSL Club as a board member I – as I recollect towards the
end of the – the end of what – the end of early 90’s I should say.
And I remained on that board for seventeen years and the last eight
years I was the President, preceding that five years as Vice President
and the balance of the time as just as an ordinary board member.

GRAINGER:

Okay I meant to ask you at the beginning what’s your date of birth
John?
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GRAINGER:

Okay. So as the – let’s deal with you at the time as the President of
the RSL Club in Wagga and that was the – the – the only place you
held that position in Wagga?

KEYES:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And did Wagga RSL encompass both the RSL Club and the
Commercial Club at that point in time?

KEYES:

Yeah I was big – I was a big part of that.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Now what does the President of the club do?

KEYES:

My – my role was to work certainly with management, certainly
conducting board – board meetings, liaison with my team which is
the fellow board members. In other words try and keep control of
the club from the board level working with management, that – that
was the broad umbrella which I – I believe I done very well at.
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GRAINGER:

So the management at the time was the General Manager of the club
is that right?

KEYES:

Andrew Bell yes.

GRAINGER:

And he was there for the whole time you were?

KEYES:

All the time.

GRAINGER:

Okay, he’s been there for a while long has he?

KEYES:

And – and I’d like to say this he was one of the best men I’ve ever
worked with.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

And we still hold a very close friendship.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Now with – you spoke about the management of the club
through the management structure that was there, how often would
you attend the club?

KEYES:

Every day.

GRAINGER:

Every day.

KEYES:

Every day.

GRAINGER:

Okay and did you –

KEYES:

Not as a – not as a drinking member, but every day as a board
member.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

As a President. I actively moved between the staff, I – I – I’ve been
a very strong personal person and I have a meeting with everybody
with a length of meeting would be discuss a lot of activities were
going on, a lot of it certainly confidential and then I’d move around
the – the club talking to staff and fellow members.

GRAINGER:

Okay so with the – the structure of the – the board and the General
Manager did the Board elect the g – or employ the General Manager
or was – how did that work?

KEYES:

The executive – the – the executive I – I wasn’t on the Board when
Andrew was employed.

GRAINGER:

Yes.

KEYES:

Right, so at that stage Dave Gardener was the President and then
when Andrew’s time to review his contract or each year we’d review
his activities working on KPI’s we’d – we’d all sit around and talk
about it, but – but normally go back to the executive then we’d
discuss Andrew’s remuneration and what – what he, through the
KPI’s, what he’d done. And that’s how I believe we kept it going so
well.

GRAINGER:

So Andrew was employed by the Board?
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KEYES:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Is that correct?

KEYES:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So the hiring and firing of Andrew was at the discretion of the
Board?

KEYES:

Yes –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

- yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And the Board was elected by the Members of the club-

KEYES:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- is that how –

KEYES:

No – yes, now let – let – let’s – let’s get this right. The Members
elected the Board –

GRAINGER:

Yes.

KEYES:

- and after the – at the conclusion of each AGM the board would
then go upstairs and elect the executive being the Manager – ah sorry
my apology, the President, Vice President etcetera.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

They would then come downstairs and announce it to the AGM.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Now if we can deal with Mr Elliott.

KEYES:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So when did you first – alright tell us h – tell us how you know Phil.

KEYES:

and along
We have a Subway store in Wagga,
side that was a finance business and Phil was working there and he
used to come into the shop and I always thought he was one hell of a
nice guy so the way the board structure or replacements go we
normally tap somebody on the shoulder to have a look their
responsibilities to the – to the b – to the Board and club and
members and I – I recommended Phil.

GRAINGER:

So when d – when do you first remember meeting Phil how long ago
are we talking about?

KEYES:

Oh God, probably – probably a couple years before he was – he was
– couple years before he became available that’s the only thing, I
can't tell you what year. I really cannot, I wish I could but I can't.

GRAINGER:

So where did you have your Subway store, what’s the street?

KEYES:

In Forsyth Street.

GRAINGER:

Okay do you remember the name of the business Phil worked for?
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KEYES:

No I can't – I – I can't off the top of me head, it was right on the
corner. No I can't, it was a f – it was a finance business that’s all I
can tell you. No I can't.

GRAINGER:

Do you remember if it’s still there?

KEYES:

I haven’t – I don’t think so.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

It may be, it was – it was a pretty solid little – it wasn’t his own he
was only an employee.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So you tap Phil on the shoulder and he eventually came to
work at the club as a – as a member.

KEYES:

As a –

GRAINGER:

- board member?

KEYES:

A board member yeah.

GRAINGER:

And what duties did Phil do on the board?

KEYES:

Phil – Phil had a lot of – a lot of good – well I thought at the time
before – before the China trip. This is all pre-China right.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

KEYES:

Things changed over there. Must have been the water. I always felt
Phil always had a very strong input into certainly the balance sheets
and during my term I broke it up. I – I recommend that Phil do this
and each of the – like I gave direction to each of our directors so they
had control of what they were doing.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

KEYES:

In other words, they have an input into the club. And Phil and – Phil
Elliott and Phil Macintosh they made it up – made it up and, you
know, I though all this – this a pretty good strength here Phil
working for a solicitor and Phil having – and having a background in
finance it was – it appeared to be working. It did work – it did work,
the – the balance sheets had worked.

GRAINGER:

Other than a board member did Phil pro- progress to hold any other
role?

KEYES:

He opened up his own business in where – where he became a re –
rental agent, I forget what you call it where –

FOX:

A property manager?

KEYES:

Mm?

FOX:

A property manager or strata manager?

KEYES:

Strata – strata that was it yeah –

GRAINGER:

Okay.
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KEYES:

- yeah.

GRAINGER:

So on the Board did Phil at any time become the president or the
vice president?

KEYES:

Yeah, he – he did – he did become vice president yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay and was that soon after he joined the Board or?

KEYES:

No – no, I – I think it was two or three years.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOX:

But before the (INAUDIBLE) –

KEYES:

I believe (INAUDIBLE) –

FOX:

- before the China trip?

KEYES:

Oh yeah – yeah.

GRAINGER:

All right so with – other than the strata management business that
you mentioned do you know – do you know if Phil had any – is this
before the China trip?

KEYES:

I did – I do know that he worked with Maguire but –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

- he – he was so – I – I can't tell you exactly ‘cause I had nothing to
do with it and I – and I’m not denial, but I believe that he was his
advisor or something I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

I really don’t know.

GRAINGER:

So someway involved in –

KEYES:

It was a mystery to me anyway.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Well you mentioned Mr Maguire, and what do you know of
Mr Maguire.

KEYES:

Oh look I knew Daryl Maguire when he – when he – when he first
worked for Harvey Norman, then he – then he became the Member,
he then – he turn up at some of our functions by invitation, I met his
wife, I – the only time I ever had any social activity with him that I
can recall is in that area of – probably ANZAC day or somethin’ else
–

GRAINGER:

All right, so there’s no personal relationship –

KEYES:

No –

GRAINGER:

- it was just –

KEYES:

- no, no.

GRAINGER:

- a – a fellow Wagga resident and –

KEYES:

Yeah.
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GRAINGER:

- he became a Memberis that right?

KEYES:

I – I – I was in a position of great strength being the club President
that’s pretty powerful message in Wagga and ANZAC day was
always a great – a great honour to have the dignitaries there, which I
was lucky enough to be one on many occasions. Then there were
other say, special things that we got invited to, that included the
Federal Member too. So that’s – that’s about the – the -

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

- that’s where our paths crossed there.

GRAINGER:

Let’s just deal with the issues that are more pertinent to our
investigation.

KEYES:

Yeah – yeah.

GRAINGER:

In the timeline of things, I – I’ll just briefly talk about the Wuai
developments.

FOOTE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So tell us what you recall about that?

KEYES:

Look it popped up out of the blue. All of a sudden there was a
Chinese delegation in Wagga, and they were – they were – they were
apparently talking to Sydney Council on a – I assume I think I may
of - that block around out there in Copland Street. Then – then they
came to club to have lunch and dinner, at which I was there because
of my position and I never took much notice, and of course when
this proposal when it come up well I – I do agree and I would – as I
sit here I probably agree again if they were gunna complete with
councils ticking that we – we were gunna have a look – have a look
at putting the club underneath because there’s a big sporting activity
out there and opportunities, we’re always on the move for
opportunities. Now –

GRAINGER:

So the –

KEYES:

- progressing, we were very progressive in everything we done.

GRAINGER:

So the opportunity was to build another premises –

KEYES:

No.

GRAINGER:

- club prem – as part of the –

KEYES:

They were gunna build a premises, what – this is – this was how they
put it to us. They will be building this huge complex and there
would be (UNINTELLIGABLE) some area down there –they’ll be
provision for the club.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

That was not set in concrete, it was all out there.

GRAINGER:

Okay, was the proposal for another branch of the RSL or separate
entity or?
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KEYES:

No – no – no part of the RSL.

GRAINGER:

Okay, so you have the RSL, the commercial club and another entity?

KEYES:

Yeah well see – let’s go back to the commercial club, the
commercial club was a club that we took over.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

KEYES:

And this would only be another extension to that.

GRAINGER:

To that.

KEYES:

That – that – that was – that was the – the round table conversation
going on.

GRAINGER:

Right so let’s deal with the – the conversation.

KEYES:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So you’ve spoken about the delegation of coming to the RSL Club
and (INAUDIBLE) –

KEYES:

And it never got into any – any talks there, financing or nothing.

GRAINGER:

So what – the conversation you mentioned about or conversations
you mentioned about the clubs involvement in the – the development
where w – where was that and who was driving those conversations?

KEYES:

Ah well it wasn’t – I wasn’t dealing with Phil I would have been
dealing with Andrew and Andrew would have been dealing with the
board. ‘Cause as I said it was strictly conversation.

GRAINGER:

Yes.

KEYES:

There was no obligation or commitment.

GRAINGER:

Okay so do you know who brought this to the club?

KEYES:

No I don’t, but I – I – I know later on.

GRAINGER:

Okay, so at the time you didn’t know?

KEYES:

Um, I think – I think I knew that it was Phil driving it, but it didn’t
drive through me.

GRAINGER:

Okay, and it’s I – I –

KEYES:

He didn’t drive it through me no, that I can recall – that I can -

GRAINGER:

That’s alright no – no, I understand that. So if Phil wasn’t dealing
with you, who would he have been dealing with?

KEYES:

Well he would have had to be dealing with Andrew.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And the – the proposal was only a – the – a scoping type
thing was it, a possibility there was nothing set in stone.

KEYES:

No I know.

GRAINGER:

All right.
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KEYES:

Yeah – the answer to the first part is it was only a conversation. Was
it set in stone? Absolutely no.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

‘Cause nothing was happening. Council hadn’t signed off on the
property.

FOX:

It was just a concept.

KEYES:

Yeah – yeah it was a dream. As matter of fact, if it had of happened,
it would have been a nice dream.

GRAINGER:

Okay. I’m – I’m just going to show you a document and I’ll ask you
to comment on it. For your ref – us – our reference is Commission –

KEYES:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- reference D10530543. It’s a document titled memorandum of
understanding.

KEYES:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Have you seen this before?

KEYES:

(UNINTELLIGABLE) hoping it’s the one I think it is. When I was
up in – if this is the document I signed it was in – in Shenyang and
Phil had it there, and I met with like a – what’s his name? A big tall
fellow his name’s not here is it?

GRAINGER:

Humphrey Xu.

KEYES:

Humphrey Xu that’s him. He was the driving force between
everything and I signed the document up there.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So at – I’ll –

KEYES:

In – in Shenyang I signed it.

GRAINGER:

We’ll get to that when we go on the China trip okay so –

KEYES:

Righto, that’s fine. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Did the proposal for the – or the concept plan go anywhere for the –

KEYES:

No the moment – the moment council hit it on the head it was dead.

GRAINGER:

Okay. All right. Now –

KEYES:

That I’m lead to believe anyway.

GRAINGER:

As I move on side - I’ll come – because these things are so
intertwined –

KEYES:

Yeah – yeah – yeah – yeah –

GRAINGER:

- I have to sort of go through all –

KEYES:

- yep – yep – yep.

GRAINGER:

We understand you went to China in – with Mr El – Elliott.
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KEYES:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And who else went with you?

KEYES:

Andrew Bell.

GRAINGER:

Okay so the three of you went to China?

KEYES:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And all – tell – tell us how that came about, what was the purpose of
that trip?

KEYES:

Well it was a funny set up. The China trip came up and it was – it
was to be buying products for club like furniture, refurbs and
through Gordon Tse, does his name come up?

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

KEYES:

Gordon Tse – I knew Gordon very well through – because of this
association with – with the Rurals club where he ran the kitchen up
there. And Gordon obviously had the context over there – I know
nothing about G8Way at this stage so that’s another story that I don’t
know much about. Anyway, then when the trip got into – into – into
– things going they say – Andrew said to me look they want you to
come because they like the – the big boss to – to be on these trips
like I have nothing to do with the Chinese, it was all brand new to
me. And because our club we took – we did send – we send
directors and staff on lots of trips and we bought lots of things home,
we, done well out of the club with. As I always said maiden - final
speech, bring one thing home and that was always our intention.
Even if it’s only one thing to make the club better. So I went on that
trip not - I – I thought we were on a buying trip, I still think to that
day we were doing a tour but at the end of the day we’re going
shopping with Gordon Tse which I – I never went.

GRAINGER:

Okay so couple steps back. Was the club – is it – was there a need
for the club to buy some items?

KEYES:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And how did the decision to go to China to buy them come about?

KEYES:

Through the Board.

GRAINGER:

Okay as a - who brought that to the Board?

KEYES:

Oh gees I can't tell you, I -

GRAINGER:

No.

KEYES:

I – I – I’d be telling lies if I (UNINTELLIGABLE) –

GRAINGER:

Was that something –

KEYES:

- it can only – it can only be (UNINTELLIGABLE) it can only be
one of two people, it could only be Andrew Bell or Andrew Bell.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Was that something you done before?
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KEYES:

Oh yeah –

GRAINGER:

Travel to China?

KEYES:

Not – not buying, no – no – no, but we’d been to – we’d been to
Macau, we’d been to Hong Kong, we’d been to Singapore, we’d
been to America.

GRAINGER:

Were they buying trips?

KEYES:

No – no they were just –

GRAINGER:

So this was – was this the first time –

KEYES:

First ever yeah, but why we went to China was we – we – we - well
we believed we were buying a lot of – a lot of items a lot cheaper.

GRAINGER:

So what were you looking for to purchase?

KEYES:

Furniture, kitchenware, mainly furniture, kitchenware, that’s it.
That’s -

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

- it’s hard to explain.

GRAINGER:

And you mentioned Gordon Tse, how did Gordon Tse become
involved in the –

KEYES:

Well apparently – well apparently Gordon had contacts over in
Hengzhou somewhere it is where he had a staff and this was when
G-8-Way pops up now and I’d – I’d never heard of G-8-Way was, I
didn’t know what it was except Andrew did say to me one day he
said, “I’ve been asked to join them” and I said, “I hope you bloody
haven’t, I said I - Jesus Christ don’t do that. And I have no idea why
I said that, but you know sometimes the bells ring. Bells – bells
started ringing pretty loud. Whoever got – do you want to keep
going on why we went over there?

GRAINGER:

Yeah – yeah.

KEYES:

Well we went there to buy for the club.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

KEYES:

At the same time we wanted to have a look at a couple of things
around China, we went to Shenyang to look at this coin building that
they were trying to talk us round and it was just a – just a mess junk
and then we came back down and we done a couple of tours, then we
went shopping. And on the day they went shopping, unbeknown to
meself our – our chef and his – his wife turned up at HengZhou,
whatever you call it. 'Gotta excuse me on some of those names, I’m
not real smart there.

GRAINGER:

That’s okay.

KEYES:

And I – I was a pretty cranky bloke.

GRAINGER:

Okay so –
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KEYES:

So I – I refused to go shopping, so I stayed back in the motel – hotel.
And then, by that stage the alarm bells are ringing, there’s something
wrong here and I didn’t know what it was, I just knew there was
something wrong.

GRAINGER:

Do – you – on this trip, you travelled to Shenyang –

KEYES:

We – we went to Beijing.

GRAINGER:

Beijing,

KEYES:

Shenyang -

FOX:

Gordon Tse was based I think in Guangzhou.

KEYES:

Oh there are a couple places I can't – yeah – yeah –

FOX:

Which is closer to Hong Kong.

KEYES:

Yeah well we came down and then – then – then we came to where
Gordon Tse lives, they – they all went – they all went out buying and
– and I must admit what they bought back I was very happy with.

GRAINGER:

Okay, so when – when you were in Beijing, let’s just deal with that
iss, right –

KEYES:

Yeah righto.

GRAINGER:

Did you meet any people in Beijing?

KEYES:

Yeah we met this bloke this uh – who Phil Elliott introduced us to –

GRAINGER:

Do you remember his name?

KEYES:

No I don’t.

GRAINGER:

If I was to say the name Du Wei?

KEYES:

That’s him.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

Yeah I know that Du Wei yeah.

GRAINGER:

And what – what was the – the – the protest, why were you
introduced to him?

KEYES:

I don’t know. He was – he was supposedly our tour leader.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

KEYES:

And yeah that’s how I looked at it.

GRAINGER:

Did he take you anywhere at Beijing?

KEYES:

Chinese dinner, and a tour of Beijing the palace and that -

GRAINGER:

And Du Wei spoke English did he?

KEYES:

Yeah fluent English.

GRAINGER:

Okay. From there you said you went to Shenyang.
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Shenyang

GRAINGER:

Okay and then what did you do in Shenyang?

KEYES:

We met that big tall fellow?

GRAINGER:

Humphrey Xu?

KEYES:

Yep. And then they took us to a dinner with these arms people, well
so called arms people and –

GRAINGER:

As in arms suppliers?

KEYES:

That’s what – that’s what we were told.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

KEYES:

Whether it’s right or not, I didn’t query it, just – I was only there for
the trip. But this – by that stage like I’ve been on a lot of tours and –
and the last thing in the world I – I expected to be this – caught up in
something that I’d had no idea what was going on.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

KEYES:

Except I started to get fearsome anyway keep asking.

GRAINGER:

So in – in – Shen – Shenzhen – Shenyang with Humphrey –

FOOTE:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- what did you do there? You met the – the arms dealers?

KEYES:

We had the dinner and then we were only there a couple days.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

Didn’t do much at all.

GRAINGER:

So what was the purpose of going there?

KEYES:

Had to have a look at a building called the coin building.

GRAINGER:

Okay, so tell us about that?

KEYES:

It was the scariest time of my life. We went across – it’s a big - I
might have a photo for you – big huge building, with a coin on top of
it. Probably – probably six or seventeen storeys high. I – I’m only
recalling it now, and this bloody big thing on top of – with a – just a
coin with a hole in the middle. And we went in and had a look and it
was falling apart, and at one stage Andrew said, just you know, “We
can have a look at it ‘cause it could be a place to see the staff”, and
you know it - it was all high flying stuff. And then we met with the
Chinese people, we sat around this table, big long table and I’m –
I’m – I’m – I’m supposedly the big chief talking about different
things and I can't recall the total conversation and he was the – this
gentleman here he was the interpreter and – and that’s just –

GRAINGER:

So what – what was the proposal, was the proposal for the club to so
something in the building?
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KEYES:

Yeah – yeah it was.

GRAINGER:

What was the proposal?

KEYES:

For us to either do something with the building and – and form a
club there or something like that.

FOX:

So were you in – was the – was the concept just lease part of the
building and then utilise it to – for a club and then you can send –
exchange staff or –

KEYES:

Yeah that was the thought yeah – yeah – yeah.

FOX:

And whose idea was that?

KEYES:

Well I – I can't tell you. I don’t know, I was only the guy that went
over there.

GRAINGER:

Okay so this – correct me if I’m wrong here. From what you’re
saying – from what I – sounds to me you were asked the last minute
to go on this trip.

KEYES:

Yeah exactly.

GRAINGER:

And you – I’m getting an impression you weren’t fully aware of the
itinerary what was to take place?

KEYES:

Not really no.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So the – the itinerary that took place who organised it?

KEYES:

When – when – when I go – when I go on any trips, I went on any
trips I always let Andrew make the arrangements.

GRAINGER:

Okay yeah.

KEYES:

He’d call me he who follows.

GRAINGER:

Mm.

25

KEY:

Because I trusted him. And I still trust him, emphatically trust him.
And the trip was to have a look around, have a look at that building
and – and it was hit on the head in two seconds – the concept. First
of all it was bloody long way away from Australia and it wasn’t
gonna work.

30

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

Again – again it was only having a look at something.

GRAINGER:

Okay, so I haven’t been to China so I can't – I’m not fully informed
but the proposal to run a – a club or some venture in a building in
Shenyang –

KEYES:

Yeah it was – it was a – went to a fantasy.

GRAINGER:

Was there anything else they were proposing there as well?

KEYES:

Not that I know of, not that I can recall no.
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GRAINGER:

Have you – was there any discussion about a – a – a sales place to
market produce or products Riv – their Riverina area at all?

KEYES:

Not that I can recall.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

I would have recalled that.

GRAINGER:

See you went from Shenyang to where Gordon Tse is?

KEYES:

Well they went where the – it’s spelt (spells) X – X –I – A.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

Where the – where there’s a wall around the city. We – we done a
tour of (UNINTELLIGABLE) –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

KEYES:

Strictly tourist.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

KEYES:

No Chinese, just us, the three of us.

GRAINGER:

And you went to –

KEYES:

By that stage I started feeling I – I shouldn’t be here.

GRAINGER:

Why’s that?

KEYES:

Phil was taking over Andrew every – every time I – every time I
went to move, Phil was smothering Andrew – smothering him.

GRAINGER:

Just exp – explain to us what you mean, what -

KEYES:

Two’s a company –

GRAINGER:

Three’s a crowd?

KEYES:

Three is a crowd.

GRAINGER:

So what did you think was going on?

KEYES:

Don’t know. At this stage I don’t know. But bells were ringing.

GRAINGER:

Okay so you had concerns.

KEYES:

Yeah I had concerns yeah.

GRAINGER:

Was the –

KEYES:

But I didn’t know what it was, I don’t know –I still – yeah I do now.

GRAINGER:

Okay so I’m just trying to sort of get a bit more definitive with that,
you said smothering Andrew was it the case that Phil was driving or
directing where you were you going is it what you -

KEYES:

I felt that – I felt that yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay.
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Without putting words on my mouth –

GRAINGER:

Mouth, yeah.

KEYES:

That’s how I felt, I felt – I felt I should have been there. At one
stage I nearly went home.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

And – and please, I put no pressure on Andrew on this ‘cause
Andrew’s trying to manage two guys who were starting to fall apart.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

The trip started to come a little bit -

FOX:

It became divisive.

KEYES:

Yeah very divisive. Well let’s get to it.

GRAINGER:

You went – you went to where Gordon Tse lives –

KEYES:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So just tell us as much detail as you can about what happened when
you got there and onwards.

KEYES:

Not quite sure whether Gordon met us there at the airport or – or he
met us at the – at the hotel and he – he took us with the – with the
couple of his staff for a tour around the city and he took us back to
his office and then – then I woke up. It was G-8-Way, I was sitting
there (UNINTELLIGABLE) powder, milk powder in tins there and I
can see G-8-Way was a marketing company.

GRAINGER:

So there were milk powder – powdered milk tins with G8Way on
them was there?

KEYES:

Can’t, can’t – there was powdered milk tins there –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

KEYES:

- and there was documentations I saw with G8Way.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Let –

KEYES:

Probably I shouldn’t have seen it, but –

GRAINGER:

You did – you can't see – unsee what you saw.

KEYES:

I can't unsee what I saw. I have no idea what was on it and I thought
well this G-8-Way what is G-8-Way and it started to bother me
‘cause I don’t know what G-8-Way is even as I sit here. I don’t
know who’s in G-8-Way, but keep asking questions.

GRAINGER:

Okay so – so you – you’ve gone to Gordon’s office.

KEYES:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

You’ve seen this documentation.

KEYES:

Yeah.

20

25

30

35

Volume 27

843

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

5

10

15

GRAINGER:

What – what sort of documentation was it?

KEYES:

Oh just letterheads.

GRAINGER:

Okay, was that on a desk or?

KEYES:

Oh it had to be somewhere there.

GRAINGER:

You don’t remember where it was?

KEYES:

No I don’t know whether it was a brochure, I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

You do recall seeing something?

KEYES:

I recall seeing something.

GRAINGER:

And you saw these powdered milk tins, what happened then, what
was the next thing happened after that?

KEYES:

Ah Gordon took us out for dinner to his restaurant. Showed us his –
his restaurant ah –

GRAINGER:

Is that the Wagga Wagga café?

KEYES:

Wagga Wagga café yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay, and you had dinner?

KEYES:

We all had dinner yeah.

GRAINGER:

What you –what did – what happened after that?

KEYES:

The odd man out there again, Phil by that stage – Phil was riding in
command. And we went back, I love a red wine so I had a few red
wines. The next day they – they go and shop and I said well I’m not
going. Well I think that you’ve now – you’ve now got the chef from
Wagga -

GRAINGER:

So just tell us about that how did a chef from Wagga –

KEYES:

Ah that – that was (UNINTELLIGABLE) I couldn’t work it out. I
had no idea – I had no idea.

GRAINGER:

So he was the chef that – from – that ran the kitchen in the club?

KEYES:

One of them, yep.

GRAINGER:

One – one of the kitchens.

KEYES:

One of the kitchen.

GRAINGER:

What was that person’s name?

KEYES:

Oh gees I can't tell you, I know I got him the sack pretty quick later.

GRAINGER:

Ah if I was to say Andrew Howe would that be – oh it’s not correct.

KEYES:

No.

GRAINGER:

Oh umm –

KEYES:

He worked for the guy that – that had to lease the
(UNINTELLIGABLE)
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FOX:

English guy?

KEYES:

No I thought he was an Australian –

FOX:

(UNINTELLIGABLE )

KEYES:

No – no the – the English guy is the – the – he had the – he had the
lease of it.

GRAINGER:

Ah okay

KEYES:

He was a nice fellow.

GRAINGER:

So this is someone else was it?

KEYES:

The chef that worked for him yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

Real smart arse.

FOX:

So presumably Mr Bell organised for him to –

KEYES:

Yes, yes – yes – yeah presumably, yes – yeah most definitely it was
someone that had to, it wasn’t me anyway. I had no idea he was
coming.

GRAINGER:

Okay, so where did you first meet?

KEYES:

In a motel.

GRAINGER:

So that was the morning before you going shopping was it?

KEYES:

Ah no it’d be the evening proceeding it.

GRAINGER:

Does he go for dinner with him?

KEYES:

Not – not – not with, oh, he could have I don’t know. I don’t think
so. Not that I can recall.

GRAINGER:

All right, you remember saying anything to Andrew about what’s –
why –

KEYES:

I had conversations but at this stage of the game – it was too late.

GRAINGER:

(UNINTELLIGABLE)

KEYES:

Ev – everything was too late.

GRAINGER:

What were you told about why he was there?

KEYES:

He was coming to pick the right items for the kitchen and the dining
room, which I accept.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

It was too late. I – well it’s a bit logical that we
(UNINTELLIGABLE) right thing. Who’s paying for it and he said,
“Andrew told me that his boss paid for it”.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

He might have paid some expenses but the trip I’m sure.
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GRAINGER:

So when – when the club send staff overseas –

KEYES:

Yep

GRAINGER:

- is there a resolution of the board about who’s going to go and –

KEYES:

Most definitely.

GRAINGER:

- what the itinerary is and what you’re doing –

KEYES:

Most definitely.

GRAINGER:

- so they’ll be documents at the club?

KEYES:

Oh yes –

GRAINGER:

Yep, so –

KEYES:

It’s certainly signed off, yes.

GRAINGER:

So those documents should – somewhere represent that this person,
the chef was going.

KEYES:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Righto. You weren’t happy that the chef had turned up and you
spoken to Andrew Bell about it and you indicated that you didn’t go
on the shopping trip with them.

KEYES:

Well it’s probably a bit of a personality clash there –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

KEYES:

- ‘cause I didn’t like to guy anyway.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

And I didn’t like how he used to perform in the club and I took it – I
just – next morning when I had breakfast with them I told him he’s
on short notice.

GRAINGER:

Ehm. Is that because of something you done in China or was it –

KEYES:

No nothing to do with China.

GRAINGER:

Just his overall attitude and behaviour is that –

KEYES:

Yeah – yeah.

GRAINGER:

So you didn’t go on the shopping trip?

KEYES:

No.

GRAINGER:

Ah who went on the shopping trip?

KEYES:

Phil, Andrew, I assume Gordon Tse or one of his staff –

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

KEYES:

- and the chef, I should think of his name, and his lovely wife.

GRAINGER:

Okay so they’ve gone on their shopping trip and they’ve come back
did you –
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KEYES:

The big list, yeah.

GRAINGER:

- did – did you – and you saw the list?

KEYES:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

They – they were the items they had purchased?

KEYES:

Yes. Oh well I assume so.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

It was only on paper so I got to say yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So -

KEYES:

And I trust Andrew – I trust Andrew with me life.

GRAINGER:

Okay so in a similar vein to the board approval for the travel was
there board approval for the list of things to be purchased?

KEYES:

In ma – in – in round figures not items –

GRAINGER:

Yes, okay so okay so you’re given a budget of this.

KEYES:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And you had to purchase within that budget.

KEYES:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

But you were told in general terms what was to be purchased is that
right?

KEYES:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

You said furniture and kitchen items and things like that.

KEYES:

Yeah – yeah.

GRAINGER:

So with the – with the kitchens in the club is it the – the club owns
the kitchens, but the equipment in the kitchens –

KEYES:

Club.

GRAINGER:

The club owns those. So all the saucepans, and all those –

KEYES:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- things are owned by the club?

KEYES:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay. They’ve come back from their trip and you’ve seen the list
what was the next thing that happened after that?

KEYES:

No we haven’t got back yet.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

We haven’t got back yet. When we go to Ma – Macau I was pretty
overheated.
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GRAINGER:

Yeah.

KEYES:

Gordon Tse drove us to Macau and we got back to the Casino,
booked in and we were to meet in a bar for drinks. And I went to the
bar and I waited, and I waited, and I waited and then about two hours
later Phil and Andrew turned up they’d been to another bar. And I
went off, I went off like a rocket I said well I’ve had a gut full so I
said I want to know exactly where you fit into this Phil. You’re Vice
President and he says something, I said up to the room so I made him
sign a document, conflict of interest. And that’s when I woke up
something was wrong, and I made sure when I got back he wasn’t
Vice President.

GRAINGER:

All right so – so let’s – let’s take a couple steps back here and just go
through this. So you wait in the bar, you’re not happy, Andrew and
Phil turn up.

KEYES:

I’ve been deserted.

GRAINGER:

You’ve been deserted and you – you ask Phil what – how he fitted
into the scheme of things.

KEYES:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And what did –

KEYES:

That, that, that –now I’m only recalling the patch work of this –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

KEYES:

- it’s not going to be verbatim –

GRAINGER:

No – no don’t -

KEYES:

It’s

GRAINGER:

- I can only ask you to remember what you remember.

KEYES:

But I was pretty fiery –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

KEYES:

- and I’d had a few snorts and things weren’t right.

GRAINGER:

Okay so what – what did Phil say when you said that to him?

KEYES:

No worries when I got upstairs he said no, he – he said I’ll sign it,
and I said, “Well sign it now”.

GRAINGER:

But what did he tell you – so – there’s – you’ve asked him to sign –

KEYES:

Ah something to do with G-8-Way being – being the purchasing –
gets a commission out of the – out of our purchases – that’s when –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

- that’s when I was really upset because we were not aware, but I
was going through Gordon Tse, it was all – it was all s – smoke and
mirrors and that was the end of me then –
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GRAINGER:

So when you’ve confronted Phil about this you – the conversation
was where in bar or in the room upstairs?

KEYES:

It started off right in the foyer, and three of us went upstairs.

GRAINGER:

Okay so there’s yourself, Andrew and – and Phil?

KEYES:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

About a conversation about the c – the Phil’s involvement?

KEYES:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall what Phil’s told you?

KEYES:

No.

GRAINGER:

Best you can or the – the – the – the general gist of it.

KEYES:

Ah the only – the only – the only gist that I can recall is what I got
out ah how should I say it, he agreed that he had a conflict of
interest.

GRAINGER:

Okay and you said you asked him to sign a document?

KEYES:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

What was that?

KEYES:

A conflict of interest.

GRAINGER:

So do you have one wh – what was it something that someone typed
up or a –

KEYES:

No it’ll be handwritten and taken back to the Board and I’m – and
I’m pretty sure from memory there was one presented to the Board
room I’m almost certain there was.

GRAINGER:

So this has happened in Macau?

KEYES:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And did – did Phillip tell you that – you said before that he’s told
you that G8Way received a commission from the sales.

KEYES:

To that – to that effect that G8Way were involved in –

GRAINGER:

Okay, all right. Did he tell you what his role in G8Way was?

KEYES:

No.

GRAINGER:

Ah. So – and you mentioned Gordon Tse that was being smoke and
mirrored through Gordon Tse, how did you understand that was
occurring?

KEYES:

Well I just – I just – when – when we first went over there – when I
first started I thought we’d be going through – everyone has an
agent.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.
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KEYES:

I was an agent all my life. So therefore the agent sets up the – the
portfolio, what you - what you looking at, what you’re – he – and he
takes you around. If he closes a sale he gets a commission. That’s –
that’s where I thought the whole deal started and I’m only reflecting
on my – my background as an agent. And I – I saw no problem with
that ‘cause someone’s got to get a quid. Someone’s got to put it
together. That’s as far as I can tell you.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So when you’ve gotten – you travelled back to Sydney?

KEYES:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay is there anything else – els e happening in China or in Hong
Kong?

KEYES:

Not that I can recall.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

Things were pretty – pretty icy by this stage.

GRAINGER:

And what was Andrew Bell’s position about all this?

KEYES:

Oh he was – he was embarrassed because he’d knew that I’d gone
off and he knew that – that I was gonna take further steps, which I
did, I took (UNINTELLIGABLE) I went around every director into
their own office and told them I do not (UNINTELLIGABLE) Phil
Elliott my Vice President. And that’s –

GRAINGER:

This is on your return to – to Wagga?

KEYES:

Yeah – yeah.

GRAINGER:

The handwritten document who took that? Was it -

KEYES:

I thought Andrew had it.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So you’ve come back to Wagga – you’ve spoke to the other
board members and you’ve ask for Phil not be the Vice President
anymore

KEYES:

It happened.

GRAINGER:

And what happened after that, was there –

KEYES:

He wasn’t –

GRAINGER:

- (INAUDIBLE)

KEYES:

- he wasn’t Vice President.

GRAINGER:

Was there some meeting of the board –

KEYES:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- about it? And what happened?

KEYES:

And we appointed Sally, he got (UNINTELLIGABLE) he’s out.

GRAINGER:

Okay.
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KEYES:

(INAUDIBLE)

FOX:

Just – can I just (INAUDIBLE) sorry Paul. Can I just go back to
when you first mentioned G8Way or G8Way (UNINTELLIGABLE)
way you want to pronounce it. You said you saw some milk powder
tins, and you saw some G8Way documents.

KEYES:

Yeah I’ll tell you about the milk powder tins, something I admitted.
When we were getting on the plan Phil handed me this parcel –

FOX:

Sorry this is on the plan to China?

KEYES:

To China.

FOX:

Right.

KEYES:

And I said what in hell is this? It was a heck of a parcel. So when
we got over there –

FOX:

What did he say when you said what’s this?

KEYES:

He said – I don’t know what he said all I know is
(UNINTELLIGABLE) thinking I’m a courier.

FOX:

Yeah.

KEYES:

You know and I felt like a courier, I was carting this heavy bloody
thing around.

FOX:

What was inside it?

KEYES:

Milk.
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FOX:

Milk powder?

KEYES:

Mm.

FOX:

So he told you it was milk powder?

KEYES:

Ah I can't say he did, I can't say he didn’t I can't recall. I just
couldn’t work out what in hell was –

FOX:

But you took those on as hand luggage?

KEYES:

Yeah.

FOX:

Onto the flight to China from Sydney?

KEYES:

Yeah – yeah.

FOX:

Okay.

KEYES:

Yeah.

FOX:

What – for what – for what purpose did you understand that
(INAUDIBLE) –

KEYES:

He said it was gifts for the girls.

FOX:

Right.

KEYES:

Gordon Tse’s girls.
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FOX:

Gordon Tse.

KEYES:

Which we did finish up giving it to them.

FOX:

Sure. Alright. So then you see milk powder tins in the premises
ran by Gordon Tse –

KEYES:

Yeah,

FOX:

- in his office.

KEYES:

Yes.

FOX:

And were they – they were diff – different to the tins you brought
over?

KEYES:

Ah –

FOX:

Were they the same tins?

KEYES:

Yeah they – they weren’t the same tins no – no – no.

FOX:

Okay so how did you link those tins of milk powder to G8Way?

KEYES:

How do I link them?

FOX:

Yes.

KEYES:

I only link them because they’re a – they’re a - an agency and I just
assumed that that’s what the agency was selling.

FOX:

Right.

KEYES:

It’s an assumption.

FOX:

The G8Way documents were they – that you saw, with the
letterhead?

KEYES:

It might only been a brochure (UNINTELLIGABLE) –

FOX:

Or a brochure

KEYES:

Yeah.

FOX:

Were they sort of stacked up against a – if that’s a tin –

KEYES:

Ah –

FOX:

Is that how you link them to the powder tin, the milk powder?

KEYES:

No, I just linked them because I assume that that’s what they do.

FOX:

Okay so how do you then link Mr Elliott to G8Way? Did you see
something with Phil Elliott’s name on?

KEYES:

No – no I’m pretty sure Andrew told me.

FOX:

Right so (INAUDIBLE) –

KEYES:

I’ve seen no documentation no.

FOX:

Alright so during the trip Andrew’s told you that G8Way is linked
to Phil Elliott or vice versa?
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KEYES:

Andrew told me that – that he was invited to become a – a director
of G8Way by Phil Elliott.

FOX:

Right. Was this during the blow up? (UNINTELLIGABLE)
Macau or?

KEYES:

I think it was beforehand.

FOX:

Right.

KEYES:

Yeah I’m pretty sure it was.

FOX:

And did you remember Gordon Tse men – did Gordon Tse mention
to you –

KEYES:

No I – I never got – I never got in any negotiations with Gordon
Tse whatsoever.

FOX:

Alright.

KEYES:

At any stage.

FOX:

Okay.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

At any stage.

GRAINGER:

You’ve – you’ve come back for the – the board meeting –

KEYES:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- and we mentioned before an immigration matter about the
(INAUDIBLE) –

KEYES:

(INAUDIBLE) well that’s – that’s afterwards though.

GRAINGER:

Okay so you’ve had the board meeting –

KEYES:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- and I’ll show you – I’ll show you a couple of documents tell me if
you’ve seen them before. Now just in relation to the – the trip to
China did G8Way get paid by the club at all?

KEYES:

I’m led to believe they were.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And was the – were you told that after the fact or?

KEYES:

No (UNINTELLIGABLE) G8Way’s name come up over there so.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And I’ll show you this is Commission reference D10530543
it’s an invoice to Wagga RSL Club from G8Way International.
And it’s for agent commission, travel and consultancy related to
China trip for February 2013 to March 2013. It’s for the sum of
$550. It appears on face that the – the invoice had been authorised
by Andrew Bell.

KEYES:

Mm.
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GRAINGER:

So was there a discussion (UNINTELLIGABLE) – have you – did
you have a discussion with Andrew or anyone about G8Way being
paid by this invoice?

KEYES:

Not that I can recall no.

GRAINGER:

Okay, are you surprised seeing that or?

KEYES:

No.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

No I’m not surprised because G8Way was in me head all the time
over there.

GRAINGER:

Okay so Mr Elliott’s declared a conflict in Macau that G8Way
were to get a commission from this –

KEYES:

No (UNINTELLIGABLE) no he declared that he was – he had a
conflict of interest.

GRAINGER:

Okay so he didn’t – he didn’t tell you in Macau that G8Way was
getting a commission?

KEYES:

Not that I can recall.

GRAINGER:

Okay so –

KEYES:

But I assumed that they were.

GRAINGER:

Alright so what – in relation to conflict of interest that Phil had
what was it?

KEYES:

That he was part of G8Way.

GRAINGER:

Oh okay alright so he’s – he’s declared that he’s part of G8Way to
you?

KEYES:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay, now I understand (UNINTELLIGABLE). So – and you said
that you became aware that they had been paid this invoice is that
something that happened later on?

KEYES:

I don’t know. I can't answer that question.

GRAINGER:

Alright.

KEYES:

I can't answer it honestly because I – that – that amount would have
gone through our books –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

KEYES:

- and I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

Alright. So you’ve had the board meeting was there a special
meeting called in relation to the trip to China about the – the
involvement of G8Way?

KEYES:

No.
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GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

There was a special meeting called or a meeting called or that of
caused a meeting of changing his positions from Vice President to
nothing.

GRAINGER:

Okay um –

KEYES:

And it was pretty ugly.

GRAINGER:

(INAUDIBLE)

KEYES:

We’ve never – we’ve never been friends since.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOX:

But he stayed on the board?

KEYES:

He too thick to stay off it.

GRAINGER:

Okay too thick with who?

KEYES:

Ah he’s just cunning.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

Or –I’m on the mic.

GRAINGER:

That’s all right, no. The – let’s – because these things are
interrelated I’ll just come – go to the immigration thing now.

KEYES:

Yeah right now.

GRAINGER:

What – what happened in relation to that, tell us the story there.

KEYES:

I walked in the office, oh I’ll never forget it, and Andrew
mentioned something about immigration I said what? He said
Phil’s put up a proposal we can get so many people and we will get
so much money commission and we got to find a special job for
them to do even if they’re not qualified to, I said, “That’s done and
dusted and finished right now”. Finished. No more, that’s out.
That’s it. That’s all my conversation, dead.

GRAINGER:

Okay so –

KEYES:

It was never gonna happen.

GRAINGER:

So you – you went to the RSL Club you spoke to Andrew Bell and
he’s told you that Phil’s proposed – proposal up.

KEYES:

Yeah you see well he had to say something like that because I
wouldn’t have known otherwise.

GRAINGER:

So do you know if it was a written proposal of the board or just a
verbal?

KEYES:

Never – no, it wasn’t to the Board no.

GRAINGER:

No.

KEYES:

Because it got hit on the head.
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GRAINGER:

Now with – you said that you had the option to employ people in
roles and you –

KEYES:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- would get – you would get a commission for doing that.

KEYES:

Correct.

GRAINGER:

Wh – what do you understand the commission was for?

KEYES:

Giving them a falsified job.

GRAINGER:

Okay so how did you form that view?

KEYES:

Well I’m pretty sure it was a discussion Andrew and I had on – I –
I th – I’m a bit vague on this one because it’s – it’s something that I
still spew over to think that I even got close to it, but he’d hired a –
an architect that wasn’t an architect, but you had to give him an
architect’s job.

GRAINGER:

Okay and what was the reason for doing that, what was -

KEYES:

Money.

GRAINGER:

Okay, but that was the club was gonna benefit (INAUDIBLE) –

KEYES:

No – no the club wasn’t gonna benefit.

GRAINGER:

Okay so what – who was gonna benefit?

KEYES:

I assume – well the club would have benefited but it was never
gonna - it was never gonna - it was just never gonna happen.

GRAINGER:

Okay so the proposal was to employ someone in a fictitious or
unsuitable position.

KEYES:

That’s what I’m lead to believe.

GRAINGER:

And what was the person gonna get out of it?

KEYES:

I don’t know, ‘cause I didn’t go any further I wasn’t interested –

GRAINGER:

Alright.

KEYES:

- it just dead and buried.

GRAINGER:

Was there any discussion about visa’s?

KEYES:

No.

GRAINGER:

We – we –

KEYES:

There was no discussion after I said it’s gone.

GRAINGER:

Okay. With – with –

KEYES:

Sorry to be so –

GRAINGER:

No – no. With the – the money that was to be pl – paid – proposed
to be paid to the club, what sort of money are we talking about?

KEYES:

I don’t know.
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GRAINGER:

Okay. So -

KEYES:

That look – look I’ve – you’ve run me into a corner here because I
was not interested in anything illegal.

GRAINGER:

No.

KEYES:

That I knew of being illegal. I may have run into some corners in
my lifetime that I don’t know about, but I was not –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

- under my reign, any circumstances.

GRAINGER:

So you formed a view that there was something improper about
what was being proposed –

KEYES:

Well I knew it was improper because it was happening and
everyone’s reading about it. There are articles in papers about it
going on. It wasn’t brand new it was out there. At that time it was
out there with a lot of – there was a lot of – lot of political pressures
going on and I didn’t want our club we just gone through the Wuai
thing.

FOX:

What was your understanding of where these people were gonna
come from?

GRAINGER:

Wealthy families that’s all I could under – from it.

FOX:

From – in – where –

KEYES:

The figure – the figure that was bandied and I can't tell you who
told me, I do not know, was twenty five thousand a head they
would pay upfront.

FOX:

And where were these families from?

KEYES:

China.

FOX:

So Chinese families.

KEYES:

Chinese families.

FOX:

Would pay for their son, daughter or whoever to come over, to get
– and you and the RSL would – this was you understanding and it
might be that your understanding’s formed as a result of that
conversation and subsequent conversation.

KEYES:

No only one conversation.

FOX:

Just one conversation. You would come over, R – the RSL would
generate a role for them?

KEYES:

Whoever put it up maybe had that in idea, but -

FOX:

Yeah.

KEYES:

- I’ve never – I never –
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FOX:

That’s what the proposal was and you said you – you immediately
realised that if someone was coming from overseas to say let’s say
– let’s call it a fictitious job and that the RSL was gonna get twenty
five thousand dollars, but that was wrong.

KEYES:

Well if you – if you –

FOX:

- or for example.

KEYES:

- recall the first part of my conversation I protect my staff and I
protect my members and to bring someone from overseas to do a
job that somebody else could be doing was never gonna happen.

FOX:

And –

KEYES:

If the position wasn’t available.

FOX:

- and Andrew – when Andrew Bell first suggested this he – he told
you that this was a suggestion of Mr Elliott’s.

KEYES:

I believe so yes.

FOX:

Yeah that’s your recollection.

KEYES:

That’s my recollection.

FOX:

Okay.

GRAINGER:

I’ll come – I’ll come back to that in a second, I just have to deal
with this issue. I just want to show you a document which is – the
first one I show you is an email chain between Andrew Bell and
Phil Elliott now the first email was dated the first of March 2013 at
12:53AM. It’s Commission reference D10553785 now John as
with all emails, it starts from the bottom upwards, so it starts at the
bottom here just work your way up and read that for me please.

KEYES:

Read it to you?

GRAINGER:

No, just read it to yourself.

KEYES:

Oh right I see. Over the page –

GRAINGER:

No just – just go upwards, you read – you read from the bottom
upwards?

KEYES:

Yeah – yeah – yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So in this Mr Elliott says that there was a declared conflict
of interest in November, 2012. Do you recall that?

KEYES:

No I do not. I wouldn’t (UNINTELLIGABLE) if it had been.

GRAINGER:

He also says there was never going to be, nor were there any costs
and charges associated with the B- Beijing leg of that journey and
in fact my personal expenditure on our connection to Du Wei when
he arrived will likely far outweigh any income received. He says
that I have no direct income from any company involvement in this
program and will in fact finish out of pocket after consideration of
my costs and charges associated with my business during the trip.
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So that was sent to Andrew Bell in March and then I’m lead to
believe that sometime in May there was a – a special board meeting
held in relation to both the immigration issue and the China trip.
Do you remember that board meeting?
5

KEYES:

Not really.

GRAINGER:

Okay. I have a copy of the minutes here for you to look at.

KEYES:

That’s fine.

GRAINGER:

This one is the minutes of the special meeting of Wagga RSL Club
Board of Directors on Tuesday the 4th of May, 2013 at 5:45PM. It
is Commission reference D10530404. Can you read that for me
please John.

KEYES:

Ah yeah. Tim – Tim Howe yep.

GRAINGER:

So the – the – the meeting appears, according to the minutes, to
relate to two issues, the immigration component and the conflict of
interest. The conflict of interest deals – deals with the requirements
of the Corporations Act and various accounting acts to declare
conflict in – of interest. The immigration issue it indicates in here
that Mr Elliott declared that Mr Howe received a payment to cover
his cost and Mr Elliott had also received a similar payment as part
of his business. Mr Elliott, Howe and Bell all attend a meeting
with immigration agent in Sydney. Now do you remember
anything about that at all?

KEYES:

No.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Do you recall ever having a discussion with Andrew Bell
about money paid to Tim Howe?

KEYES:

Yeah I do.

GRAINGER:

And what?

KEYES:

He had to replay it back?

GRAINGER:

Who had to, Tim Howe?

KEYES:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And how did he do that?

KEYES:

I can't answer that?

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

I – I – I – I got no idea, but I’m lead to believe he got sent straight
back.

GRAINGER:

So just fill me on what – how you came to know that?

KEYES:

Andrew told me.

GRAINGER:

Okay.
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KEYES:

As I said Andrew and I spoke frequently and often and we shared a
lot of – a lot of information so a lot of things I’m telling you I can't
put a dot the ‘i’ and cross the ‘t’, but I can – I can tell you we – we
spoke about lot of things to –

GRAINGER:

So –

KEYES:

That’s the only reason why I knew about these things.

GRAINGER:

What’s your understanding of what the payment to Andrew Howe
was for – oh sorry for Tim Howe was for?

KEYES:

I thought – I thought it was either one of two things. Either his trip
to – ah expenses to Sydney and or to employ someone. Which
never happened.

GRAINGER:

With –

KEYES:

It certainly didn’t commit on the club anyway.

GRAINGER:

So this says that Mr Elliott, Howe and Bell went to Sydney to meet
the immigration agent. Were you advised of that taking place?

KEYES:

Not that I know of.

GRAINGER:

And I’m trying to put a timeframe around when you had the
conversation with Andrew Bell about saying this is not going
anywhere?

KEYES:

Gees I can't tell you.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOX:

Is it before that meeting?

KEYES:

I don’t know (UNINTELLIGABLE) no because he wouldn’t have
gone if it had been before.

FOX:

Okay.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOX:

So the conversation you had with Mr Bell you’re saying now was
likely around the time or shortly after that meeting.

KEYES:

I – I believe so.

FOX:

Okay and during that same conversation – was that the same
conversation where you – where you were told about the Sydney
trip and Mr Howe having to repay the money?

KEYES:

No I think Andrew told me later when it was resolved.

FOX:

Right okay.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

Cause we believed it was gonna get ugly and here we are.
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GRAINGER:

With – it’s our understanding that the money that was paid to
Andrew – sorry to Tim Howe was given back to the club. If that
were to occur how would that be recorded in the clubs finances.

KEYES:

I thought it was paid back to whoever he got it from. I don’t – I
don’t recall the club being involved.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

In any payments. We’d picked that up if it had of been, you
wouldn’t be able to bury that.

GRAINGER:

So as part of your role –

KEYES:

I don’t – I don’t believe it – I don’t believe it was paid back to the
club.

GRAINGER:

So as – as part of your role –

KEYES:

‘Cause the club never paid him,

GRAINGER:

- as part of your role do you go through the accounts?

15

KEYES:

Yeah we all went through the accounts, yes we had a special –
proceeding every – every meeting we’d have the finance meeting
and as – as we got more progressive we – we made the – we always
had a finance officer so if it got buried I – it was never picked up
by the auditors or anyone. I don’t believe it did get buried.

20

GRAINGER:

All right.

KEYES:

That’s my honest opinion.

GRAINGER:

Now if someone was to bury it who would that be?

KEYES:

Oh it – it goes through too many – it goes through too many hands.
I don’t think you – I don’t think you could buy it. I just don’t think
you could.

GRAINGER:

Okay just, just – I – I’ve got to couple of questions –

KEYES:

Yeah – yeah of course.

GRAINGER:

- just a side issue, does the club receive any government funding of
any type?

KEYES:

No.

GRAINGER:

Whilst you were there I could only ask you about that.

KEYES:

Not that I know of.

GRAINGER:

Okay no – zero nothing at all.

KEYES:

Not – no.

GRAINGER:

You probably paid money to the government for poker machines
(UNINTELLIGABLE) –
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KEYES:

Yeah – yeah (UNINTELLIGABLE) it’s a very – very successful
club. And I – I can't recall – no we never even applied for brands,
we didn’t need to.

GRAINGER:

Okay and is there – is there any government auditing of what the
club did?

KEYES:

There’s certainly the OLGR it’s – it’s watching your poker
machines on, and then you have your external auditors.

FOX:

So the office of liquor, gaming and racing?

KEYES:

They’re always there – there all the time. Like they’re – they’re
watching. They may not go in your direct accountants –
accounting purposes, but they’re watching your gaming and if they
smell something they’re there straight away.

GRAINGER:

With – we spoke previously in relation to G8Way and the
involvement of Mr Elliott and you said the words to the effect that
there was something through Gordon Tse, through smoke and
mirrors.

KEYES:

Yeah well, when we got to – when we got to China – when we got
down to where we had to go the other – the other stuff was
irrelevant, I – I believe was irrelevant because it was never gonna
happen. It was have a look, test the water, now –

GRAINGER:

Move on.

KEYES:

Move on. And I believe that there’s nothing wrong with that. I – I
firmly believe that there’s nothing wrong with that. As you’re not
going anywhere with it. But we’re down there, and all of a sudden
I was the third man, and I don’t like being the third man and I’ve
knocked around with men all my life and I get a feeling. And if I
get a feeling I act on it. And the feeling come out there that was
just - matter of fact I think at one stage I said to Andrew, “Get me a
ticket, I’m out of here I’m going home”.

GRAINGER:

Ehm. Okay.

KEYES:

It was pretty ugly and the sad part about it is that I still feel
resentment.

GRAINGER:

Okay, the – the impression you got, and I’m – I’m trying not to put
words in your mouth I’m trying to summarise what you
(INAUDIBLE) –

KEYES:

I’m trying to be rational too, but you’re bringing back some
(UNINTELLIGABLE) –

GRAINGER:

With the smoke and mirrors you refer to with Gordon Tse did you
have a feeling there was some sort of commission payment being
made -

KEYES:

I did yeah (INAUDIBLE) –

GRAINGER:

- to the – to the business?
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KEYES:

And I – I – I – I saw nothing wrong with that at the time.

GRAINGER:

To G8Way you’re talking about?

KEYES:

Well I’m talking to Gordon TSe.

GRAINGER:

Okay yeah.

KEYES:

So if he’s G8Way, I didn’t ask him who was G8Way.

GRAINGER:

Right so you thought there was some commission built into the
sales through Gordon Tse is that correct –

KEYES:

No – no – no I never felt that at all.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

I felt like if – if – if – if Gordon was outsourcing through product
‘A’, product ‘A’ would be paying the commissions there.

GRAINGER:

Okay, to Gordon?

KEYES:

To Gordon.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

That’s how I maybe – maybe – maybe that’s – that’s – that’s my
training is that the – the vendor pays.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

And that’s the vendor. We’re the buying agent, we’re the buyers.
Vendor pays. That’s how I thought, I – I couldn’t see anything
else.

GRAINGER:

So the vendors price has the commission built into it –

KEYES:

Of course it does, yes –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

- always.

GRAINGER:

So with G8Way’s involvement in this trip –

KEYES:

(UNINTELLIGABLE)

GRAINGER:

- did you form a view that G8Way may have been getting a
Commission?

KEYES:

Oh yeah always thought that ah –when I came home, yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

But I just – that’s when – when – when I was in my Macau I asked
Phil for the conflict of interest.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

I’ll stand by it, and I’ll stand by it until the day I die.
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GRAINGER:

Alright. So the basis you asking that conflict of interest is because
you felt that G8Way was somehow obtaining commission from the
clubs sale, is that -

KEYES:

Yeah wouldn’t matter – wouldn’t matter whether it come from the
vendor –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

KEYES:

- he – if – if – if a director – if a director has a conflict of interest it
should be declared.

GRAINGER:

Okay, alright.

KEYES:

Doesn’t matter where the monies coming from or who’s paying it,
he – he should declare it.

GRAINGER:

Now are you aware if there was any Commission paid?

KEYES:

No.

GRAINGER:

Okay have you asked anyone?

KEYES:

No because I didn’t see any – anything on the books.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

And Sally – and – and Sally – Sally Whitley is my right hand lady
who – who then become my Vice President who’s a qualified
auditor and accountant.

GRAINGER:

So if there were a commission paid from the – from say Mr Tse’s
company to G8Way for introducing your business it wouldn’t go
through the club books though would it?

KEYES:

No – no.

GRAINGER:

It’ll go somewhere else?

KEYES:

Yeah. Yeah, that’s where the suspicion lies. That’s – that’s why I
keep saying on the recording that – that I believe if Phil had – had a
conflict of interest, it should have been declared. I’m not worried
about whether he got a quid or not that’s – that’s up to him to –but
if – if he’s on a buying trip like we were and he was part of our
company, if he was, part of G8Way and – and G8Way were
receiving commissions from the vendors not the club, it’s – but it’s
still because of the club. It should be declared.

GRAINGER:

Okay so as the - the Vice President and the director of the club if
Phil had influenced Andrew to go on this trip and dealt with
Gordon Tse on the basis that there may have been a commission
paid back to Mr Elliott.

KEYES:

Well I can't answer what you going to try and say there
(UNINTELLIGABLE) –

GRAINGER:

I think – I think – I think I’d only be saying something that – that I
shouldn’t be saying for the simple reason that if – if the – if the
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conflict of interest had of been declared to the board before we
went things may have changed who went.
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GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

KEYES:

That’s what I’m trying to say to you.

GRAINGER:

I understand.

KEYES:

I – I can't – I can't answer that other question, in good faith I can't
answer it because it’s – it’s – it’s – it’s passed.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

What I’m trying to say to you as a responsible board of director and
president I would expect my people to declare my people to declare
their interest prior to the event.

GRAINGER:

Sure. Would the case be that if that interest was declared –

KEYES:

After the event.

GRAINGER:

Oh no but –

KEYES:

Oh sorry.

GRAINGER:

- if the case was it was declared beforehand –

KEYES:

Questions would be asked.

GRAINGER:

- and from what I understand has taken place the club has simply
gone to Mr Tse, you haven’t gone to another agent in China to try
and find out the best price, just straight to Gordon Tse.

KEYES:

Yeah we – we knew Gordon Tse and we – we – we trusted Gordon
Tse.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KEYES:

And we – you know, and if the same things happened again I’d go
to Gordon. I – I couldn’t see Gordon doing anything wrong except
take us to the right places.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

KEYES:

I firmly believe that.

GRAINGER:

Okay. All right. Do you know of any involvement of Mr Maguire
with G8Way at all?

KEYES:

No. No, as I’ve said in the opening statements I had very little to
do with Daryl except as – as, my previous positions as President
and any of the function that we went to, no I can’t answer that.

GRAINGER:

Um –

FOX:

No, no questions from me.

GRAINGER:

John I have no further questions to ask you at this point, we often
find when you do an interview like this that you reflect on what
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we’ve spoken about and if something comes to mind, sort of sparks
your memory, please let me know.
KEYES:

Yeah – yeah fine. Look I’ve – I’ve – I’ve tried to be as honest and
as truthful as I can, I love my club I still love it very much, but I –
I’ve spoken about the feelings and emotions that came out of it and
yeah – and – and – and I’m deeply indebted.

GRAINGER:

Is there anything else that you think we should know of at this
point in time?

KEYES:

Not that I can think of, no.

GRAINGER:

Okay John I – I thank you for taking the time out to talk to us.

KEYES:

It’s a pleasure, I just hope that – I just hope that this – the fat comes
to the top and the truth –

GRAINGER:

Comes out.

KEYES:

- emerges yeah.

GRAINGER:

Now have you any complaints about Tim and I’s conduct today?

KEYES:

No, not one bit at all. I think you handled it very well.

GRAINGER:

John I will finalise the interview now, the time is now 12:10AM.
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Andrew Bell
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Andrew Bell
Monday, 13 May 2013 4:20 PM
Phil Elliott
Re: *SPAM* Re: Conflict of interest

Phil,
JK certainly was cced in on this email at the time of sending.
May need to have a hardcopy signed for presentation to the Board and formal filing tomorrow night.
Cheers
AB
On 13/05/13 4:07 PM, "Phil Elliott" <phil.elliott@riverinastrata.com.au>
wrote:
>Thank you for that
>Would you confirm that the president was cc'd on on this at the time of
>sending Thanks Phil
>
>Sent from my iPhone
>
>On 13/05/2013, at 10:57 AM, Andrew Bell <abell@waggarsl.com.au> wrote:
>
>>
>>
» On 1/03/13 12:53 AM, "Phil Elliott"
» <phil.elliott@riverinastrata.com .au>
>> wrote:
>>
>»
>>>
>>>> Hello Andrew
»» i just wished to confirm with you my declared conflict of interest
»»relating to our November 2012 Board Meeting where I clearly stated
»»my involvement with my company G8way International and that I would
»»charge a nominal fee for the service provided to the RSL Club in
»»sourcing catering equipment as well as presenting an opportunity to
»»reinforce the clubs interest in the Wuai project and any other
»»related opportunities.
»» My memory of the minuted proceeding was that I was instructed to
»»proceed.
>>» Just to allay any concerns, there were never going to be nor were
»»there any costs and charges associated with the Beijing leg of our
>>»journey and in fact my personal expenditure on our connection DuWei
>>»when we arrive will likely far outway any income received.
»» Finally I have no direct income being received from any company
»»involvement with this program and in fact will finish out of pocket
>>»after consideration of my costs to run my businesses during the time
»»I will be away over late February and March Would you be kind
»»enough to file this email should any concerns be raised Thanks
»»Phil
1
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Minutes f the Special Meeting of the Wagga RSL Club Board of
Directors
Held on Tuesday, 14th May, 2013 at 5.45pm

In the Wagga RSL Club Board Room
1. PRESENT:

Messrs J Keyes (Chairman), P Elliott, J Gray, P McIntosh, R Porter, P Thomas, Mrs
Sally Whitley and Mr A Bell (General Manager),

2. APOLOGIES:

There were no apologies received.

3. BUSINESS OF THE MEETING:
3.1 IMMIGRATION ISSUE
Mr Elliott explained his interest in promoting or sponsoring Chinese people to work
under a 187 Visa Application at the request of his connections in China and to possibly
enhance the dealings of the community with the Wuai Corporation. Mr Elliott stated
that he had offered Mr Tim Howe from Adamshurst the opportunity to meet with an
immigration agent to discuss sponsoring an employee from China. Mr Elliott declared
that Mr Howe received a payment to cover his costs and that Mr Elliott had also received
a similar payment as part of his business. Messrs Elliott, Howe and Bell all attended the
meeting with the immigration agent in Sydney.
Mr Elliott declared that, if the placement were successful, he would receive payment for
any sponsorship.
Mrs Whitley stated that an interest should have been declared to the Board before any
further action was taken. Mr Elliott issued a formal apology.
Mr Keyes will discuss with Mr Tim Howe that this issue is not related to his business
with the RSL Club and he is under no coercion from the Club.

3.2 CONFLICT OF INTEREST

Mrs Whitley brought to the Board's attention the Corporations Act Section 182, which
states: No Director can use their position to gain a benefit for themselves or for someone
else. Mrs Whitley also referred the Board's attention to the Accounting Standard AASB
124: Related Party Transactions. Any conflict of interest relating to the Related Party
Transactions should be declared in writing and the interest disclosed in the Annual
Report .
Mr Elliott presented details of any financial gains that could be considered a conflict of
interest to his position on the Board.
Mr Gray commented that Board minutes should be produced and received by the
Directors within a week of the Directors meetings and that Board procedures sho uld be
reviewed. He also noted that any Director presenting a possible conflict of interest to the
Board of Directors, should absent themselves from the room whilst discussion is taking
place.
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Mr McIntosh suggested that a guest speaker could attend a Board meeting to speak on
Corporate Governance. This will be discussed further at the next meeting.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 6. 15pm.
Signed:
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INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION

5

RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN CHIEF INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX,
SENIOR INVESTIGATOR PAUL GRAINGER AND JACKIE KRUGER AT LEETON
SHIRE COUNCIL, ON 9TH JULY, 2019.
TIME:

10:59AM

PRESENT:

PAUL GRAINGER
TIM FOX
JACKIE KRUGER

GRAINGER:

This is an electronic record of interview with – between Paul
Grainger and Ms Jackie Kruger at the Leeton Shire Council. The
time is now 10:59AM by my watch and it is the 8th of July, 2019.
Other than myself there are two other people present that’ll be Jackie
Kruger and Tim Fox. And Jackie can I just ask you to state your full
name please?

KRUGER:

Yeah my names – name is known as Jackie Kruger, official name is
Jacqueline Kruger and I’m the General Manager at Leeton Shire
Council.

GRAINGER:

Tim?

FOX:

Tim Fox.

GRAINGER:

Thanks. Jackie have you given your consent to have this interview
recorded?

KRUGER:

Yes I have.

GRAINGER:

Can I just get some personal particulars, your date of birth.
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KRUGER:
GRAINGER:

The best address for you and the best contact number?

KRUGER:

and the best address is at Leeton Shire
Phone number
Council which is 23-25 Chelmsford Place, Leeton 2705.

GRAINGER:

Thank you Jackie.

KRUGER:

I hope I got the address right.

GRAINGER:

The Commission’s conducting an investigation into allegations that
since 2012 Mr Daryl Maguire, the former member for Wagga
Wagga, engaged in conduct that involved the breach of – a breach of
public trust by using his public office involving his duties as a
member of the New South Wales Parliament and the use of the
resources of Parliament to improperly gain benefit from sel – to
improperly gain a benefit for himself, a company known as G8Way
International and any other associated persons. This interview will
form part of the Commission evidentiary holdings in this matter as I
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told you before there’s currently no determination how this will
progress, but this interview may be tendered as evidence and you
may be called to give evidence at some point in the future. Do you
understand that?
5

KRUGER:

I understand, yep.

GRAINGER:

Jackie do you agree that I advised you that pursuant to the
Independent Commission Against Corruption Act it is a criminal
offence to wilfully make a false or misleading statement to an officer
of the Commission exercising their functions under the Act.
Anything you do tell us today should be true to the best of your
knowledge and belief. Do you understand that?

KRUGER:

Yes. I understand that and agree to that, yeah.

GRAINGER:

And Jackie this is a voluntary process –

KRUGER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- you are under no obligation to take part if you don’t want to.

KRUGER:

I’m happy to oblige.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Jackie just a bit about yourself the current position you hold?

KRUGER:

So I’m the General Manager at Leeton Shire Council which is the
position I held since the 3rd of August, 2015.

GRAINGER:

And where were you before Leeton?

KRUGER:

I was Tamworth Regional Council as the Director of Planning and
Community Services.

GRAINGER:

Now the Leeton Shire Council is it contained wholly within a state
electorate?

KRUGER:

Yes it is.

GRAINGER:

Which electorate is that?

KRUGER:

The electorate of Murray.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And the local member for Murray is whom at present?

KRUGER:

It’s currently Helen Dalton from the Shooters and Fishers Party. At
the time I engaged with Daryl Maguire I can't remember if it was
Adrian Piccoli or if he’d already resigned and then Austin Evans
came in in a by-election. It might have straddled both of them I’m
not sure. But certainly Adrian Piccoli was initially the local member
for Murray at the time.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Just so I’m – I’m clear there’s no part of this shire – this
council’s boundaries fall in the Wagga Wagga electorate?

KRUGER:

No, not at all.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KRUGER:

No.
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GRAINGER:

Okay. Between you and Wagga there’s Narrandera isn’t there that’s
sort of is the – the buffer?

KRUGER:

Yes Narrandera is – within another state electorate. They’re in –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KRUGER:

- I think Cootamundra. We’re in Murray.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KRUGER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Now our interest resol – revolves in a company called u – United
World Enterprises. Do you know of that company?

KRUGER:

Yes –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KRUGER:

- I certainly had a lot to do with that company we even attended their
launch.

GRAINGER:

Okay so tell us the background to UWE if you could.

KRUGER:

As we understood UWE to be it is – we understood it to be a Chinese
owned company located at Wumbulgal and at the time of the launch
we understood that there was a relationship between the Shanghai
Dairy company I might not have the name entirely –

GRAINGER:

That’s all right –

KRUGER:

- right, but Shanghai Dairy is an - an organisation called Bright
Foods and I – I am stressing this is my understanding which was
quite – you know I’m not – I’m not sure that we have it entirely right
‘cause everything was through the interpreters, but -

GRAINGER:

Sure.

KRUGER:

- on the – on the day of the launch that – they were sort of companies
that were put forward as having some involvement with UWE Hay.
So that was really launching – it’s oaten hay company it brings in
hay from around the regions, reconstitutes it into smaller square
bales that fit neatly into containers and gets shipped off to China to –
what we understood was to feed their dairy stock. And yeah so
there’s a massive machine that was commissioned which is what the
launch was all about which actually does the – the b – the squishing
– squishing – there’s got to be a better word than that of the hay
bales into the tight square bales and they were – when I say they deconstituted is they mix bales from different areas together to get the
right nutrient mix in the smaller bales that then got basically put on a
train and sent via the port of Melbourne to China.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Is it a significant company in the area?

KRUGER:

It – it was an emer – it is we – we even think it still has, you know,
we’re in the – we’re in the middle of the drought so it’s been mothballed at the moment, but we think it’s a significant company and its

30

35

40

Volume 27

874

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

extra significant because it was due to grow – it was due to grow in
scale. My recollection which I can check my facts, but my
recollection was that they were looking to extend it by six sheds
which was for stor – storage which shows the, I suppose, the fact that
they wanted to grow.

5
GRAINGER:

Okay.

KRUGER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Now where is it located?

KRUGER:

It’s located in – it’s a farm that was always called Wumbulgal it’s on
the edge of the Leeton Shire Council, it’s in Leeton Shire Council,
but it boarders of Griffith Shire Council and it’s an important freight
intermodal site in our western Riverina. In fact it’s been deemed to
become our big freight intermodal site in – in the western Riverina
because it’s got good access to road and good access to rail. And so
that’s why these companies are developing there because then they
can bring the stuff in, do whatever they have to do with it, process it,
put it in containers and stick it straight on train lines at Wumbulgal
and then it goes off to the port.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Now the – the – does United World Enterprises comprise the
totality of intermodal, is it – or are there other companies that –

KRUGER:

Oh no there are other companies there as well. There’s another
Chinese company called Weilin Trade. They basically send raw
cotton off to China for processing (UNINTELLIGABLE) in China
which we understand to be the first – first attempt or – or first
occasion that raw cotton is being shipped offshore. We also have
Linx which is a freight and logistics company who have bought land
there and they’ve got a development approval to develop a freight
and logistics company, but the person or the company that owned the
whole block of land is called Grain Link and Grain Link storage or
the official company name that owned the site.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KRUGER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So Grain Link’s not a – you know Grain Link’s a public authority is
it a – is it a government-owned entity?

KRUGER:

No not at all.

GRAINGER:

It’s private entity –

KRUGER:

It’s not (UNINTELLIGABLE), no it’s private yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KRUGER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Now have you met the owners of UWE?

KRUGER:

I – if I met the owners of UWE it was at the launch, I’ve never met
them separately. I’ve had some dealings, the main person that I dealt
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with which is around DA stuff was their CEO at a time called Steven
Foote. At some point I don’t know if I did meet a Jimmy Choo and a
Freda – I know I’ve spoken to Freda on the phone inviting her to
meetings, I don’t know that I’ve ever spoken to Jimmy, but I must
have met them at the launch.

5
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GRAINGER:

Okay.

KRUGER:

I think I’ve been there for five minutes when that facility was
launched, so I was sort of like I didn’t really know what was up at
those – that stage but.

GRAINGER:

And you said that you came aware of Shanghai Dairy Group and
Bright fruit – Bright Foods, was that through the launch –

KRUGER:

Through the launch.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.
I came away with that understanding from the launch, though latterly
like talking about three years later I’m lead to believe that maybe
they didn’t really have such a big involvement, but I’m – I’m really
not across the details of that company other than knowing that they –
we’ve actually taken people to visit, to see the hay being baled
basically.
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GRAINGER:

The intermodal site was it the subject of subdivision plan?

KRUGER:

It certainly was and – so this is the first occasion that I got any
contact from Daryl Maguire.

GRAINGER:

Just tell us what happened, just sort of –

KRUGER:

So – so my understanding of things is that Grain Link sold land to
UWE Hay and Weilin Trade in the middle of Wumbulgal and they
exchanged monies this – this is going back way – I don’t know how
long that goes back and when – and – yes that was their own internal
arrangement, but the – the Chinese companies didn’t realise that they
actually didn’t have title to the land so they bought the land, operate
from the land, but didn’t understand they had title. So when I got the
first phone call from Daryl Maguire the context that was given to me
was that they now want to go and get a loan from the bank and they
can't get a loan from the bank because they don’t have title of the
land and the subdivision was taking awful long time could you, you
know, this company needs to grow and they were at – got their hands
tied behind their back because they don’t have title to the land can
you please try and hurry it up, so -

GRAINGER:

So just – just – I’ll stop you there so, just so I’m clear there was a
business arrangement whereby the purchase of the land, but the land
had not been subdivided, actually legally –

KRUGER:

Correct.

GRAINGER:

- and they were operating at this point in time the company?
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KRUGER:

Yes, both companies. And this information that I’m telling you
about not having title and whatnot was – was confirmed for me
through Weilin Trade as well, same story from Weilin Trade. So
both of them were – found themselves not in a position to get money
from the bank.

GRAINGER:

So the – the development itself the whole intermodal site was that
something that discounts – discounts towards consent authority for?

KRUGER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Was it state significant or was it –

KRUGER:

Oh no – no we were the consent authority it was – it’s like one of
those rural projects where it was a bit – it was initially, ah initially
consented as a grain storage depo. And then one more things was
added, and then one more thing was added and then one more thing
was added to thing and I think all in all, over a period of time there
must be – I stand to be corrected, but in excess of 11 DA’s. It’s a bit
like a house with a lean to, a lean to and a lean to –

GRAINGER:

Sure.

KRUGER:

- and a lean to the – and eventually our Council said this is, you
know, the development is now is too ad hoc we need to actually do a
master plan for the site which we –

GRAINGER:

So –

KRUGER:

- progressed.

GRAINGER:

Prior to the subdivision had there been DA’s submitted for the
construction of the sheds?

KRUGER:

Absolute – they had full DA’s. There was a DA – DA’s for all of
UWE Hay’s activity on the site and the only – the reason I’m aware
of that is because one of the big hold ups for the subdivision was
drainage and UWE Hay had done all their drainage right, but the
original Grain Link greater site had not their drainage right so
Council was not really willing to progress the subdivision until the
drainage matter had been sorted.

GRAINGER:

All right so was it the case - and I’m just trying to get the timeline in
my head correct.

KRUGER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Was it the case that the buildings had been constructed prior to the
subdivision going through is that – are they correct?

KRUGER:

That’s absolutely correct.

GRAINGER:

And then they wanted to borrow some more money to do something
and they couldn’t because of there was no subdivision, no title?

KRUGER:

There was no title correct.

GRAINGER:

Okay, all right.
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KRUGER:

And so it was not officially their land. It was still officially Grain
Link’s land even though they tell me, they were surprised they
thought they owned it, but they learnt that they didn’t own the land
that they bought. Does that make sense?

GRAINGER:

It does – it does yeah.

KRUGER:

That’s what, yeah.

GRAINGER:

With – so with – with this subdivision did you become aware of the
problem with the subdivision prior to Mr Maguire contacting you?

KRUGER:

I can't – I can't be a hundred percent sure. I think I was aware of the
problems ma – maybe of the frustration ‘cause I got a lot of phone
calls from Steven Foote. So I’m trying to like work out when –

GRAINGER:

Sure.

KRUGER:

- Steven started phoning me versus Daryl phoning me, but yeah so I
– I – I can't be a hundred percent sure of that about what - which
came first, but what I can recall is that once Daryl started phoning it
sort of, it probably escalated the fact that a politician was calling to
say you – you know, well the – the basic message was these – these
poor people have thought they bought land and want to get money
from the bank and find themselves in a position where they can't get
money from the bank.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

KRUGER:

It’s in –it was – can I keep talking?

GRAINGER:

Yeah – yeah keep going, yeah

KRUGER:

There was a lot of discussion about how embarrassing it was for
Jimmy Choo and – like in the sort of Chinese culture and why people
do business, how he was totally ashamed to have to tell his –
whoever his bosses were in China that – that they had sort of
purchased land without actually really owning it. So there was a lot
of egg on his face and embarrassment and he was, I suppose, Daryl
was putting it – putting himself forward – putting it forward that he he wanted to, you know, this was important relationship for the
Riverina to develop and make sure that the business opportunity was
realised, but that the – this land thing was causing great
embarrassment and we really needed to all work together to make
sure that the matter got solved yeah.

GRAINGER:

So the first call that Daryl had made to you were you aware that he
was going to call you or someone said to you that Daryl Maguire’s
going to call you or he just called out of the blue or?

KRUGER:

Called out of the blue –

GRAINGER:

Okay –

KRUGER:

- yeah.

GRAINGER:

- did – did – did – and did he tell you who he was?
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KRUGER:

Ah I think – I might be wrong, but I think I was on Hamilton Island
–

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KRUGER:

- the first time he phoned me. I – and why would I – he must of
explained who he was because and – maybe – I mean in this area
you loosely conscious of who – all the politicians are. I think more
importantly explained the context of what his relationship was with
UWE Hay.

GRAINGER:

And what did he say it was?

KRUGER:

Well I – I keep coming back to he – he definitely mentioned Jimmy
Choo and I – I – he just struck me as being a – an advocate. Like we
get lots of people phoning about lots of DA stuff and I mean I didn’t
think there was anything untoward about it at all. It just seemed, you
know, he had a relationship with UW – if all I know Jimmy Choo
lived in Wagga I didn’t – I didn’t know. Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Did you think it was strange though that the Member f – state
Member for the area is actually not him was advocating for it?

KRUGER:

It possibly, in hindsight, but I have to say at the time I didn’t even that didn’t even dawn on me.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KRUGER:

And I was – I – yeah. It was – yes I have to say I didn’t even –
didn’t even think about that.

GRAINGER:

The product that’s used by UWE Hay is grow – where does it grow?

KRUGER:

Mainly in Carrathool – Carrathool bit of – it’s dry land farm hay
mainly Carrathool bit of Narrandera and not much in Leeton actually
we just the place where the intermodal is and maybe some parts of
Griffith. So it’ll be those three Councils that then bring in their
material –

GRAINGER:

Do they fall in –

KRUGER:

- and then come to that place yeah.

GRAINGER:

Do they fall into Mr Maguire’s electorate any of those?

KRUGER:

Ah well Narrandera – oh, no Narrandera’s Steve Cook so that’s not –
yeah, no – no, none of them do.

GRAINGER:

All right.

KRUGER:

No.

GRAINGER:

So you’ve had this phone call from Mr Maguire and you’re at
Hamilton Island, what did you say to him –you were going to do,
what – what was the conversation as best as you can.

KRUGER:

Yeah, well it was – I mean all I can recall sort of saying is that I will
look into it and find out where it’s at, what’s holding it up and I
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didn’t feel any sort of pressure or anything like that, it was just more
of an enquiry and you know there’s – yeah.

5

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KRUGER:

That – that would be it (INAUDIBLE)-

GRAINGER:

So after the first phone call (UNINTELLIGABLE) did you get any
subsequent phone calls?

KRUGER:

I did I got – I got, I kind of lost track of how many phone calls I did.
I got quite a few phone calls over some time, and it really I suppose
he increasing the – the – I didn’t, I didn’t find – I didn’t find the
phone calls to be pressurising, I mean every phone calls pressured to
a point ‘cause you want to please the customers so to speak, but
there – there wasn’t sort of any threats or any – it was more around
this would be a terrible thing to lose if, you know, if this didn’t work
it would be – it wouldn’t be a good economic outcome for the
region. He never – like there was no disclosure, I mean I literally,
probably naively, but I literally just saw him as somebody
advocating for a local Leeton business. And assumed that this –
somehow this Jimmy, because he often mentioned Jimmy Choo, it
was somehow someone that he worked closely with.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KRUGER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Each of the phone calls you received from Mr Maguire were they
continually asking about what issue? Subdivision or something else?

KRUGER:

No, only the subdivision.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KRUGER:

It was all about the subdivision, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Ehm, and what sort of time period are you looking at months?

KRUGER:

No months because it wasn’t gonna go – that drainage issue wasn’t
going to get fixed very quickly. I would – I’d say it was almost six
months maybe to a year. I can't remember the exact timeframe, but
it wasn’t like a matter of weeks, it was more like a matter of months
yep – yeah.

GRAINGER:

With – with Mr Maguire’s advocacy for this company did it – sorry
I’ll phrase it another way. If I was a person in Leeton ringing up
asking what’s going on with my subdivision was the fact that Mr
Maguire being a state Member of {arliament cause more haste or add
more urgency to the – the need to have this resolved?

KRUGER:

Um it – it – it didn’t – we didn’t accelerate it because of him, but it
definitely adds weight that there must be a – I mean I was – of
course if a politician rings you’re going to think there’s something –
you know, yeah I – I would say that – I’d say that we didn’t – we –
we were definitely have – I had Steven Foote ringing me remember I
keep saying that ‘cause he – I had a lot of phone calls from Steven
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Foote. So it was on the radar already and I would say that Daryl
Maguire’s calls just advanced that advocacy coming from Steven
Foote and – but I – I would say that you know if – if not consciously
probably subconsciously it would have escalated things ‘cause you
do get you know it’s not – it’s not every day a politician calls so.

5

10

GRAINGER:

What – what were they trying to borrow the money for, are you
aware?

KRUGER:

Well to extend the –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KRUGER:

- development by six sheds. Well my understanding was that the
current – what was there now they wanted to almost double the
capability of the facility.

GRAINGER:

Did they end up doing that?

KRUGER:

They haven’t because everything went to custard at some point and
it’s my understanding its being sold now to, I’m just trying to think
Steven Foote at some point maybe a year ago left the job as CEO
and the DA’s definitely been approved for the extension, but only
latterly ‘cause they were waiting for a fire issue to be resolved, but
yes it hasn’t been built yet and we got a combination of the drought
so no we don’t have the volume of hay being grown at the moment.
Plus I’m not sure what was behind Steven Foote’s departure, I don’t
know if there was anything there, but really the – everything’s sort of
on ice. Their - their Operational Manager here is also now been let
go. And I – my – I was lead to believe it was to do with the transfer
from UWE Hay to Riverina Hay. I’ve never met Daryl Maguire –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KRUGER:

–by the way.

GRAINGER:

You didn’t meet him at the opening?

KRUGER:

Oh well he must have been – well I if I met – if he was there – he he was probably there, but I don’t think I really – I can never engage
with him.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KRUGER:

The other person at the opening was Barry O’Farrell because I
remember – I’ve got photos of the opening if that’s useful to you.

GRAINGER:

So Barry O – was Barry O’Farrell there –

KRUGER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- in this role as the Premier?

KRUGER:

No.

GRAINGER:

No?

KRUGER:

No.
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GRAINGER:

What role was he then?

KRUGER:

I can't – I have no idea. I have no idea. I can't – I can't remember
exactly –

GRAINGER:

So it was –

KRUGER:

- but I can give you photo of it –

GRAINGER:

- it must be after Mr O’Farrell left.

KRUGER:

He was definitely out of –

GRAINGER:

Of Parliament.

KRUGER:

- Government by then. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KRUGER:

Yeah – yeah.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall if you – we spoke in a telephone conversation, do you
recall whether you sent the emails to or from Mr Maguire?

KRUGER:

Well I – I actually looked up in the archives this morning to see if I
could find any emails and I can only find one that says one word that
says thanks, but I’m happy to get my IT staff involved, but I just
didn’t want to –

GRAINGER:

Oh at this stage –

KRUGER:

- but if you can –

GRAINGER:

I have some emails.

KRUGER:

Oh that’ll be good. So if you can – if you can show me the emails –

GRAINGER:

Sure.

KRUGER:

- I’m happy to answer any questions.

GRAINGER:

Anything you want to ask at this point?

FOX:

No.

GRAINGER:

Now was a planner engaged for – by UWE do you recall?

KRUGER:

My understanding is that the planner is in – he might have been
engaged by UWE his name is Martin Ruggeri, but he’s done all the
planning for everything –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KRUGER:

– at Wumbulgal, Linx, Grain Links, UWE, Weilin Trade the whole
(UNINTELLIGABLE).

GRAINGER:

Okay so this company – company Linx -

KRUGER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- who are they?
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KRUGER:

So Linx is a freight and logistics company based out of Griffith and
they’re moving on to the site at Wumbulgal. I’m gonna just give
you a picture to show you.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KRUGER:

This is – I’ll do that – by accident.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KRUGER:

So this is the Wumbulgal site and that – that’s where UWE Hay is,
that’s Weilin Trade and that’s where Linx is going.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KRUGER:

So this is the main road to Griffith and then you come in here, it was
always just the grain silo bunker here, here’s the railway line, this
line there. So UWE, Weilin Trade and those two blocks were sold
by Grain Link to these companies.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KRUGER:

But without title it would be an issue, so that’s useful.

GRAINGER:

Just excuse me while I have a quick look at these documents to see –

KRUGER:

No – no all good.

GRAINGER:

- see if I need to show them to you or not.

KRUGER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Was it an issue in relation to the provision of power to the site as
well?

KRUGER:

There’s a dep – Grain Link have only just recently finished power,
so there’s no power at Wumbulgal they all operate on diesel
generators and we’ve just had power brought in through Grain Link
and they did get some Federal Government funding, but the power
only goes I think to this point at the moment. So everyone else that
wants to join it would still have to –

GRAINGER:

Pay to do it.

KRUGER:

- join. The original idea was to get all the parties to all share the
costs, but they had – let’s just say there was not a good relationship
between Grain Link and the various parties. My interpretation of
that is when they discovered when they didn’t own the land so they
didn’t oblige and put money towards the power.

GRAINGER:

Okay. In terms of the timing I’m just gonna show you the document
which is the email between yourself and Mr Maguire.

KRUGER:

Right.

GRAINGER:

And it’s and this is a Commission reference document E17/0144-24-PR-0001. I was hoping you may recall what this is about it’s dated
the 21st December, 2016. And it was sent at 7:26PM and you say to
Mr Maguire, “We are waiting advice on one thing hope to send
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tomorrow.” And his reply is above it. Do you recall what you’re
waiting for at that point in time?
KRUGER:

Dean, who’s Dean? “Thanks Jackie, Dean said hoping to have
everything to you tomorrow.” I have no idea who D - the only Dean
is that I know out there is Dean Salvestro, but he – he’s the part
owner of Grain Link, but – “We are awaiting advice on one thing,
hope to see you tomorrow.” I can look and see if I’ve got any
communication, I’m happy to try and see what that is but there’s
nothing that comes to mind exactly I’m afraid. No. The only thing,
oh –

GRAINGER:

Was the – was the drainage issue resolved before the subdivision
was finalised?

KRUGER:

No it wasn’t, we eventually resolved to take a bond from the
developer so we bonded the drainage and now done a drainage as
part of the master plan have done a re – redraw of the drainage plan,
but we holding three hundred thousand dollars of developer’s money
at council.

GRAINGER:

So why was that decision made?

KRUGER:

It – it’s – it’s not – well it’s to expedite the subdivision was why the
decision was made, but the – it’s – it’s not uncommon practice, if
you know what I mean. It’s not – we – Councils often take a bond
so – which basically means we’ll do this, but we’ll take a bond and
you need to finish that, but if it’s not finished and if you haven’t
we’ve got the funds to actually do the job.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KRUGER:

And we’ve actively been working towards that, we’ve actually had a
sub-div – a drainage design done for the site.

GRAINGER:

So the – the – the dialogue with Mr Maguire were you reporting that
up to the Council itself?

KRUGER:

Not at all, but I did inform the Mayor that I was being contacted by
Daryl Maguire.

GRAINGER:

Who was the Mayor then?

KRUGER:

Paul Maytom.

GRAINGER:

Is he still the Mayor now?

KRUGER:

Still a Mayor, yeah – yeah.

GRAINGER:

Has he have a political leaning one way or another?

KRUGER:

He’s Labor.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KRUGER:

Yes, he’s Labor, but not active. Like he doesn’t run around and
running but he is a very – he’s well known for being a Labor man
yeah.
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GRAINGER:

I’ll show you another email it’s dated the 23rd of March, 2017 at
5:01PM.

KRUGER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And also you sent it at 5:06PM to Mr Maguire, it’s from the same
property reference number as before. I’ll ask you to have a quick
read through (INAUDIBLE) –

KRUGER:

Sure.

GRAINGER:

Maybe if you can explain that to me please.

KRUGER:

Ok so we had a meeting, so I don’t know if this answers the
question, but in order to get the subdivision moved ahead we had a
meeting with Paul Pearsall from Grain Link, Dean Salvestro from
Grain Link, Martin Ruggeri looking at what are all the outstanding
things that have to be ticked off before we can progress things. So
this correspondence would have been letting everybody know that
we’ve got the gas sorted, the 88b instrument sorted and we saying
that the – ah I’m just trying to read this drainage thing. So Xeros
Piccolo that was the – come back to the drainage thing, that was the
sticky thing is that the hydrological engineers were not prepared to
sign off what was done there they – they said that it wasn’t fit for
purpose which –

GRAINGER:

Your hydrological engineers?

KRUGER:

No – no the consulting hydrological engineers. So Council would
take – we were – if the consultant engineers said that what was built
there was according to the sign construction certificate then that
would have then – or led to the subdivision being had, but because
they weren’t we have gone back and said that the consulting
engineers have said that it’s basically, it’s not good enough, it’s not
fit for purpose, but if –if you have any concerns as occupiers of the
site about progressing to subdivision before the draining at WRIFT
is fully installed, please be sure to raise these now in your return
email. The drainage arrangements referenced in this email relate to
current development at WRIFT and are required to be built within 12
months, if and when any future development plans are progressed a
revised drainage plan will have to be submitted as part of any new
development application. Yes so and I was obviously keeping DDaryl Maguire informed.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall Mr Maguire asked you to be kept informed of what
was going on?

KRUGER:

I don’t – I can't recall if he asked me to be informed or if was more a
case of me feeling like I needed to keep him informed so that he
knew it was progressing.

GRAINGER:

Okay is – this email shortly before the matter was finalised?

KRUGER:

The – the matter was – oh I got the DA it was finalised here on the,
I’ll get the date, on the 12th of April, what dates this? 29th of March.
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GRAINGER:

Okay so -

KRUGER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- shortly before it’s finished.

KRUGER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Now was the finalisation done under delegated authority or was it
voted on by the Council?

KRUGER:

No it was done under delegated authority –

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

KRUGER:

- we had no objectors, so Council’s policy here is if you have
objections then you take it to Council, if you don’t have objections it
gets done under delegated authority.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KRUGER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Now the quantum of the bond that was taken was that decided by
yourself or was it by others?

KRUGER:

No it w – it wouldn’t have been decided by myself to – it – would
have, I haven’t – I can't recall where the figure comes from, but I’m
certainly no engineer so I wouldn’t have decided on the amount. But
our Planning manager Garry Stoll are engineers and I assume Xeros
Piccolo I’m – I’m making that assumption must have all contributed
to what they believe the cost would have been. Maybe Martin
Ruggeri played a key role in saying what the value of the works
needs to be. I – I cannot recall that, but I’ll be happy to do some
research.

GRAINGER:

That’s’ not critical –

KRUGER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- the – so whom paid the bond? Was it –

KRUGER:

Grain Link.

GRAINGER:

Grain Link paid it did they?

KRUGER:

Grain Link paid the bond.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KRUGER:

It was Grain Link’s – at the end of the day Grain Link were the
proponents of the subdivision and – yeah so that – that – they were
the ones that have these – these matters were outstanding and they
the things that needed to be sorted before the subdivision could be
progressed.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KRUGER:

Yes.
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GRAINGER:

Excellent. Jackie at this point I have no further questions to ask you
–

KRUGER:

Okay.

GRAINGER:

- that’s all I wanted to canvas with you.

KRUGER:

Yeah that’s all good.

GRAINGER:

At this stage I don’t think there’s any need to go trolling through
your email account for – for correspondence at this stage.

KRUGER:

Yeah – yeah.

GRAINGER:

I think what you told us at this point in time is sufficient.

KRUGER:

Okay.

GRAINGER:

What we find is that after people sort of take part in interview they
reflect on it and have – I forgot the term –

KRUGER:

Memory.

GRAINGER:

- yes, forgot to tell them that.

KRUGER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So if that does happen please let me know.

KRUGER:

Yeah – yeah. I’m happy to do that.

GRAINGER:

Just an email will be fine.

KRUGER:

There – the only other thing that in my search this morning, while I
couldn’t find any emails, I – I’ve got a text message from my PA on
the 8th of December to say Daryl Maguire has called in to take you to
lunch are you available. I wasn’t available and I didn’t have lunch
with him, but he actually must have paid a visit here.

GRAINGER:

8th of September, 2016?

KRUGER:

Yes – yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Are you able to forward me that email if you could please or
print the copy off.

KRUGER:

Yeah it’s – it’s a text.

GRAINGER:

Oh okay, it’s text message is it?

KRUGER:

Yes – yeah. It’s a text message from my PA to me, not from Daryl –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KRUGER:

- to me so my PA is saying Daryl Maguire is here in the building –

GRAINGER:

Oh.

KRUGER:

- and wants to take you to lunch are you available.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

KRUGER:

So that I was – I was not available.
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GRAINGER:

Are you able to screen shot that and send it to me?

KRUGER:

Yes I can do that, yeah.

GRAINGER:

That’ll be great just when you get a chance that’ll be fine.

KRUGER:

Yeah – yeah, that’ll be fine.

GRAINGER:

Thank you Jackie for taking time out to speak to us today it’s much
appreciated. I’ll finalise the interview now it’s 11:42AM.

KRUGER:

Thank you.

GRAINGER:

Thank you.

INTERVIEW CONCLUDED
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Re: Sorry - my letter to you not ready to send
From:
To:
Date:

Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Jackie Kruger <jackiek@leeton.nsw.gov.au>
Wed, 21 Dec 2016 21:55:05 +1100

Thanks Jacqui , Dean said hoping to have everything to you tomorrow , Thursday regards Daryl
Sent from my iPhone
On 21 Dec. 2016, at 7:26 pm, Jackie Kruger <jackiek@leeton.nsw.gov.au> wrote:

We are waiting advice on one thing. Hope to send tomorrow.
Regards
Jackie Kruger
General Manager
Leeton Shire Council
23 -25 Chelmsford Place
Leeton NSW 2705
P: 02 6953 0903
E:Mail: jackiek@leeton.nsw.gov.au
W: www.leeton.nsw.gov.au
<image001.jpg>

This e-mail, together with any attachments, is for the exclusive and confidential use of the
addressee(s). Any other distribution, use of, or reproduction without prior written consent is
strictly prohibited. Views expressed in this e-mail are those of the individual, except where
specifically stated otherwise. If this e-mail has been sent to you in error, please delete the email completely and immediately from your system. Leeton Shire Council does not warrant

or guarantee this message to be free of errors, interference or viruses.
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FW: Update on WRIFT subdivision certificate - REQUIRES
A REPLY PLEASE
Jackie Kruger <jackiek@leeton.nsw.gov.au>
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Wed, 29 Mar 2017 17:06:26 +1100

From:
To:
Date:

FYI Daryl. Regards, Jackie
From: Jackie Kruger
Sent: Wednesday, 29 March 2017 5:01 PM
To: 'Rouse, Peter' <P.Rouse@linxcc.com.au>; 'Steven Foote' <steven@uwecommodities.com>;
'lisa.ward@klgates.com' <lisa.ward@klgates.com>
Cc: 'Martin Ruggeri' <mruggeri@planningmatters.net.au>; Garry Stoll
<garrys@leeton.nsw.gov.au>; Kelly Tyson <kellyt@leeton.nsw.gov.au>;
'PPearsall@grainlinknsw.com.au' <PPearsall@grainlinknsw.com.au>
Subject: Update on WRIFT subdivision certificate - REQUIRES A REPLY PLEASE
Attention occupants of the WRIFT site
I advise that Council is very close to approving the application for subdivision.
Further to my email below of 16 March 2017 :
·

The Gas/APA requirements have now been met and a contract is in the process of being
signed. It has been agreed that a Safety Management Strategy will be completed by 30
June 2017 and that no further development will be commenced on site until these works
are completed.

·

A revised site survey plan has been submitted and reviewed and the contents correlated
with a revised Section 88 b instrument. We are seeking some minor clarification and
expect this matter to be finalised by COB today or early tomorrow.

·

In regards drainage, I attach for your information correspondence Council has sought
from the applicant's consulting engineers. Council asks all occupiers or potential
occupiers of the site to read the letter from Xeros Piccolo and acknowledge by way of a
return email that it has been received and read. Council is expediting approval of the
subdivision on the understanding that current and future occupiers of the site are very
eager to gain title. Council is satisfied that the submitted drainage plans are fit for
purpose for what is currently built at WRIFT. Council is also satisfied that the risk of
flooding is low except for the entrance to WRIFT during heavy rains. However, Council
wishes for all parties currently occupying or about to occupy the site to understand that
the drainage conditions of consent for WRIFT have yet to be met. Council will be
requiring the drainage to be installed in accordance with the approved drainage plans by
the developer within 12 months*. If you have any concerns as occupiers of the site about
progressing to subdivision / title before the drainage at WRIFT is fully installed please be
sure to raise these now in your return email.

I look forward to your replies. Please contact me on
matters further.

if you wish to discuss these

*Footnote: Council is aware that there is potential for further development at the WRIFT site.
The drainage arrangements referenced in this email relate to current development at WRIFT and
are required to be built within 12 months. If and when any future development plans are
progressed a revised drainage plan will have to be submitted as part of any new development
application. If this occurs Council may be willing to consider a revised master drainage plan for
WRIFT provided that the whole site is appropriately drained within 12 months of subdivision
certificate.
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Regards
Jackie Kruger
General Manager
Leeton Shire Council
23 -25 Chelmsford Place
Leeton NSW 2705
P: 02 6953 0903
E:Mail: jackiek@leeton.nsw.gov.au
W: www.leeton.nsw.gov.au

-----Original Message----From: Jackie Kruger
Sent: Thursday, 16 March 2017 6:39 AM
To: Jackie Kruger <jackiek@leeton.nsw.gov.au>; Steven Foote <steven@uwecommodities.com>;
Paul Pearsall <PPearsall@grainlinknsw.com.au>; Peter Rouse <P.Rouse@linxcc.com.au>;
@gmail.com
Cc: Garry Stoll <garrys@leeton.nsw.gov.au>; Kelly Tyson <kellyt@leeton.nsw.gov.au>;
mruggeri@planningmatters.net.au
Subject: Update on WRIFT subdivision certificate
Morning All
I've had requests for subdivision updates over recent days from various parties associated with
the Wumbulgal site. I am writing one email to everyone with a direct association to the site so
that we are all on the same page.
There were essentially 4 outstanding matters and this is their current status:
1. Utilities on site - completed. Letters have been supplied by all parties waiving the need for
various utility services.
2. Gas / APA - nearing completion. APA required a 'legally enforceable letter' with a commitment
that a Safety Management Strategy would be completed for the ML precinct and the required
works would be done. The applicant supplied a letter of commitment in recent weeks. It did not
satisfy the APA so Council sought further legal advice and presented an option of a contract to
the applicant. A draft contract has been received from the applicant's solicitor this week and is
currently being reviewed by Council officers.
3. Site survey plan - nearing completion. The applicant was asked to review the site survey plan
to give assurance that the plan marries with roads as built, that all easements are in the road
reserve and that detention basins linked to specific lots do not encroach outside of lot
boundaries. A revised site plan has recently been received but in a form that requires Council to
manually superimpose the various layers to conduct its assessment (we requested the base files
to expedite this but have been advised this week by the applicant that their consultants are
unfortunately not willing to share this information). Our engineering staff are working on getting
this completed this week.
4. Drainage - this matter is progressing and I am advised that Council is awaiting further
information from the applicant's consulting drainage engineers before we are able to complete
this assessment. Certainly we now have most of the information that was requested in, including
cost estimates, but await the outstanding information before the final assessment on drainage
can be completed.
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I will continue to keep you updated.
Regards
Jackie Kruger
GM Leeton Shire Council
This e-mail, together with any attachments, is for the exclusive and confidential use of the
addressee(s). Any other distribution, use of, or reproduction without prior written consent is strictly
prohibited. Views expressed in this e-mail are those of the individual, except where specifically stated
otherwise. If this e-mail has been sent to you in error, please delete the e-mail completely and
immediately from your system. Leeton Shire Council does not warrant or guarantee this message to be
free of errors, interference or viruses.
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672&./(<

2ND\DV,¶YHGLVFXVVHGZLWK\RXSULRUWRWKHUHFRUGLQJFRPPHQFLQJ
WKH&RPPLVVLRQ¶VLQYHVWLJDWLQJZKHWKHUEHWZHHQDQG
SXEOLFRIILFLDOVLQFOXGLQJDFRXQFLOORUIURPWKHIRUPHU&DQWHUEXU\
&LW\&RXQFLO0LFKDHO+DZDWWGLVKRQHVWO\H[HUFLVHGWKHLURIILFLDO
IXQFWLRQVLQUHODWLRQWRSODQQLQJSURSRVDOVDQGRUDSSOLFDWLRQVXQGHU
WKH(QYLURQPHQWDO3ODQQLQJDQG$VVHVVPHQW$FWFRQFHUQLQJ
SURSHUWLHVLQWKH&DQWHUEXU\&LW\$UHDDQGRU%DQNVWRZQ&LW\DUHD
$QGDOVREHWZHHQWKDWVDPHWLPHZKHWKHU0LFKDHO+DZDWWVROLFLWHG
DQGRUUHFHLYHGFRUUXSWSD\PHQWVLQUHODWLRQWRSODQQLQJPDWWHUVLQ
WKH&DQWHUEXU\&RXQFLODUHD,LQWHQGWRDVN\RXIXUWKHUTXHVWLRQV
WKDWUHODWHWRWKHVHPDWWHUVDQGWKHVHZLOOEHHOHFWURQLFDOO\UHFRUGHG
GR\RXDJUHHWRWKDW"

/$.26

<HVWKDW¶VILQH

672&./(<

$QGDV,¶YHGLVFXVVHGZLWK\RXLQWKHSUHYLRXV±RKWZRSUHYLRXV
WHOHSKRQHFDOOVWKHVSHFLILFPDWWHU,ZDQWWRDVN\RXDERXWLVDQ\
FRQWDFWWKDW\RXKDGZLWK'DU\O0DJXLUH03DQGRU0LFKDHO+DZDWW







,1&21),'(1&(
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LQUHODWLRQWRSURSRVHGGHYHORSPHQWVWZRRILQWHUHVWRQHDWWR
&DQWHUEXU\5RDG&DPSVLHZKLFKPLJKWDOVREHNQRZQWR\RXRK
7HOHYLVLRQSOD\VPXVLFLQWKHEDFNJURXQG 





/$.26

6RUU\

672&./(<

7KDW¶VDOULJKW

/$.26

6KRXOGEHPXWHGZH±ZHJRW±ZHKDYHWKLVILYHGD\VRUVRRI
DQQXDOJHQHUDOPHHWLQJV±

672&./(<

2KULJKW

/$.26

$QGSHRSOHSRSLQDQGRXW

672&./(<

2KRND\

%52:1,1*

6RRS«RSHUDWLQJRQWKHFRPSXWHU 81,17(//,*$%/( "

/$.26

7KHUH¶VJRWWREHDPXWHEXWWRQRQKHUHVRPHZKHUH

672&./(<

$QGUHZGRQ¶WWRXFKLW

%52:1,1*

2KQRLW¶VWRRPRGHUQORRNLQJIRUPHGRHVQ¶WORRNOLNHDPXWHRQ
RQHRIWKRVHEXWWRQVWKHUH9ROXPHEXWWRQWKDWZRXOGEHJRRG±

/$.26

<HDKWU\WKDW

%52:1,1*

1RSHWKDWGLGQ¶WZRUN

/$.26

,W¶VTXLHWHQLQJGRZQQRVR±VRLW¶V±ZH¶UHDELJJOREDOEXVLQHVV±

672&./(<

6XUH\HDK,XQGHUVWDQGWKH±

/$.26

:HJRWUHJLRQDORIILFHVDQG±

672&./(<

5LJKW

/$.26

ZH¶UHRQHRIWKHP

672&./(<

<HS

/$.26

$QGVRWKLVVRUWRIVWXIIJHWVWHOOLQJXVZHKDYHRWKHUPHDQVZKHUH
ZHDFWXDOO\JHWLQ±LQWHUDFWLYHO\LQYROYHGZLWKWKH±MXVWNHHSVRQ
SOD\LQJDWWKHPRPHQW WHOHYLVLRQWRQHLQEDFNJURXQG 

672&./(<

2ND\ZHOOWKDW¶VDOULJKW

/$.26

6RMXVWLJQRUHLW

672&./(<

:HFDQ]RQHRXWDQG,¶OOLJQRUHDQ\FRPPHUFLDOO\VHQVLWLYHWKLQJV
WKDWFRPHXS

/$.26

-XVW±MXVW±MXVWLJQRUH,W¶V±LW¶VDOOLQ&KLQHVH

%52:1,1*

,W¶VDOO&KLQHVH

672&./(<

7KDW¶VULJKW

/$.26

$QGQRQHRIXV±XQOHVV\RXVSHDN&KLQHVH,GRQ¶W±

672&./(<

1R,GRQ¶WQR

/$.26

,ZRQ¶WXQGHUVWDQGLW
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672&./(<

7KDW¶VILQH

/$.26

<HDK

672&./(<

2ND\VRWKHWZRSURSHUWLHVWKDW,ZDQWHGWRDVN\RXDERXWDUHWR
&DQWHUEXU\5RDG&DQ±&DPSVLHZKLFKLVDOVRNQRZQDVWKH
+DUULVRQVVLWH

/$.26

<HDK

672&./(<

$QGWKDW¶VIURPWKHGHYHORSHU6WDWHZLGH3ODQQLQJ

/$.26

<HDK

672&./(<

$QGRQHDWWR%HDPLVK6WUHHW&DPSVLH±

/$.26

<HDK

672&./(<

ZLWKWKHGHYHORSHUEHLQJ-*URXS

/$.26

5LJKW

672&./(<

6R±

/$.26

,VWKDWDWRZHUWKH±WKHVW\OHRIGHYHORSPHQW"

672&./(<

<HV±\HDKLW¶VRQWRSRIDVKRSSLQJFHQWUH±

/$.26

2Q%HDPLVK6WUHHW\HDKRND\

672&./(<

<HS6RGR\RXDJUHHWKDWWKH±SULRUWRWKHFRPPHQFHPHQWRIP\
UHFRUGLQJ,LQIRUPHG\RXDERXWWKHPDWWHUVWKDW,ZDQWHGWRVSHDNWR
\RXDERXW"

/$.26

6XUH\HDK

672&./(<

$QGWKDWP\TXHVWLRQVDQG\RXUDQVZHUVDUHJRLQJWREHUHFRUGHGRQ
WKHGLJLWDOYRLFHUHFRUGHU"

/$.26

6XUH

672&./(<

$QGWKDW\RX¶UHDZDUHWKDWWKHLQWHUYLHZLVYROXQWDU\

/$.26

6XUH

672&./(<

*UHDW

/$.26

<HSDOO±

672&./(<

2ND\

/$.26

DOOXQGHUVWRRG

672&./(<

([FHOOHQW6RMXVWIRUWKHUHFRUGFDQ,KDYH\RXUIXOOQDPH"

/$.26

7LPRWK\3HWHU/DNRV

672&./(<

$QG\RXUGDWHRIELUWK"













/$.26



672&./(<

$QG\RXUEHVWFRQWDFWQXPEHU"

/$.26

0\PRELOHQXPEHU
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672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26
672&./(<

2ND\,¶YHJRW±WKDW¶VWKHRQHWKDW,¶YHEHHQFDOOLQJ\RXRQ\HDK
2ND\DQGZKHQGLG\RXFRPPHQFH\RXUHPSOR\PHQWDW&RXQWU\
*DUGHQ$XVWUDOLD"

/$.26

2QWKHWKRI)HEUXDU\

672&./(<

2ND\DQGZKDWLV\RXUUROHKHUH"

/$.26

,¶PLQFKDUJHRIZKDWWKHEXVLQHVVUHIHUVWRDVLQYHVWPHQW±

672&./(<

<HS

/$.26

ZKLFKLVWKHWKHDFTXLVLWLRQRIVLWHVIRUGHYHORSPHQW

672&./(<

<HS

/$.26

,PLJKWVHHLI,FDQJHW±

672&./(<

6XUH

/$.26

P\DVVLVWDQWWRPXWHWKDWIRUXV

672&./(<

1RSUREOHP±

/$.26

6RUU\H[FXVHPH

672&./(<

WKDW¶VILQH

/$.26

6SHDNVWRXQNQRZQSHUVRQ Racheal it’s got very noisy is there a
way to mute it? (UNINTELLIGABLE) I don’t know quite what can can it be muted. Oh. (Television quietens down)

672&./(<

,W¶VLQWXLWLYH











81.12:1)(0$/( 81,17(//,*$%/( 
/$.26

,WPXVWEH±LWPXVWNQRZZKDW\RXZDQW 81,17(//,*$%/( EXW
LWZDVMXVWYHU\QRLV\WKHUHIRUDPRPHQW2KWKHUHLWLVDJDLQ,
GRQ¶WVXSSRVHZHFDQMXVWWXUQLWRII

672&./(<

2KWKHUHZHJRSHUIHFW

/$.26

=HUR



81.12:1)(0$/(<D\
672&./(<


/$.26

7KDQNV5DFKHDO
81,17(//,*$%/( WKDQNV5DFKHO

81.12:1)(0$/(6RUU\DERXWWKDW



/$.26

7KDW¶VDOULJKW

%52:1,1*

,W¶VDOOLQWKHDJHRIWKHRSHUDWRU

/$.26

<HDKORRNDWPH6RUU\WRLQWHUUXSW

672&./(<

1RWKDW¶VILQH

/$.26

6KRXOGEHILQHQRZ 81,17(//,*$%/( ±
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672&./(<

,WVEHWWHUZH¶YHUHFWLILHGWKDW,WKLQN

/$.26

2ND\\HDK

672&./(<

2NVRDFTXLVLWLRQRIVLWHVIRUGHYHORSPHQWE\&RXQWU\*DUGHQ

/$.26

<HDK

672&./(<

$QGGR\RXNQRZ'DU\O0DJXLUH03"

/$.26

<HV,¶YHPHW'DU\O0DJXLUH

672&./(<

2ND\FDQ\RXWHOOPHKRZ±KRZ\RXFDPHWRILUVWPHHWKLP"

/$.26

9HU\VRRQLQIDFWDIHZGD\VDIWHU,MRLQHG&RXQWU\*DUGHQ

672&./(<

<HS

/$.26

7KHUHZDVDPHHWLQJWKDW'DU\OKDGZLWKRXUSUHYLRXV&(2ZKR±
ZKROHIWOLWHUDOO\WKHGD\DIWHU,WKLQN,VWDUWHG±

672&./(<

5LJKW

/$.26

 81,17(//,*$%/( -RKQVRQ$QGWKH\KDGREYLRXVO\KDGD
SUHYLRXVO\DUUDQJHGPHHWLQJ±

672&./(<

<HDKULJKW

/$.26

DQG,ZDVLQYLWHGWRMRLQWKDWPHHWLQJ

672&./(<

5LJKW$QGZKDWZDVWKHPHHWLQJDERXW"

/$.26

,WZDVDERXWWKH%HDPLVK6WUHHW&DPSVLHSURMHFW

672&./(<

2ND\VRWKDW¶VWKHRQH\RXUHIHUUHGWREHIRUHDVD±DYHU\XPWRZHU
±

/$.26

,1$8',%/( ,WKLQNWKDWWKHUHZDV±LILW¶VWKHRQH,WKLQNLWLVLW
ZDV±LW¶VDSURSRVHGWRZHU\HDKRQ%HDPLVK6WUHHWDQGLW¶V±LW¶V
TXLWHDDPELWLRXVSURMHFWDQGQRWRQHZHHYHUFRQVLGHUHGVHULRXVO\

672&./(<

<HDK,XQGHUVWDQG&RXQWU\*DUGHQLV±LVOHVVLQWHUHVWHGLQWKRVH
YHU\GHQVHGHYHORSPHQWVDQGPRUHLQWHUHVWHGLQVRUWRID±EXLOGLQJ
FRPPXQLW\W\SH±

/$.26

<HDKVR±VR&RXQWU\*DUGHQGRHVGRDSDUWPHQWSURMHFWVZH¶YHJRW
WZRRIWKRVHLQ6\GQH\±

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

QRZEXWWKHUHDOIRFXVLVRQODQGVXEGLYLVLRQVODUJHVFDOHODQG
VXEGLYLVLRQV7KHFRPSDQLHVILUVWSURMHFWDVD±DQDSDUWPHQWSURMHFW
NQRZQDV5\GH*DUGHQ

672&./(<

<HV

/$.26

$QGWKDWZDVUHDOO\DSURMHFWWKDWSHRSOHFDPHRXWIURPWU\LQJWR
SXUFKDVHWRVRUWRIVHHWKH$XVWUDOLDQEXVLQHVVDQGVWDUWLWDQGIRUD
YDULHW\RIUHDVRQVLW¶VQRWUHOHYDQWWRWKLVGLVFXVVLRQDQGLW¶VQRW
EHHQDWHUULILFSURMHFWIRUXV±

672&./(<

5LJKW±ULJKW
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/$.26

VRDVDUHVXOWRXUKHDGRIILFHVKDYHGHYHORSHGDELWRIDQDOOHUJ\WR
DSDUWPHQWSURMHFWV±

672&./(<

6XUH

/$.26

DQGLQDQ\HYHQWWKHPDLQIRFXVRIWKHEXVLQHVVJOREDOO\LV±LVODQG
SURMHFWV±ODQGVXEGLYLVLRQV/DUJH±ODUJH±YHU\ODUJHVFDOHRQHVVR
±

672&./(<

9HU\ODUJH\HDK

/$.26

7KDW¶VRXUIRFXVQRZDVZHOOVRZH¶UHQRWUHDOO\LQWKHKXQWIRU
DSDUWPHQWSURMHFWV±

672&./(<

5LJKW

/$.26

DWWKHPRPHQW

672&./(<

2ND\QRZDWWKDWPHHWLQJFDQ\RXUHFDOOZKDWHLWKHU-RKQVRQVDLG
DERXW0U0DJXLUHRUKRZ0U0DJXLUHLQWURGXFHGKLPVHOIWR\RXLQ
WHUPVRIZKDWKLVUROHZDV"

/$.26

-RKQ±-RKQVRQGLGQ¶WVSHDNWHUULEO\JRRG(QJOLVKVRKHGLGQ¶WVD\
WKDWPXFK

672&./(<

5LJKW

/$.26

7KHPHHWLQJZDV±WKHUH¶GREYLRXVO\EHHQVRPHVRUWRIRQJRLQJ
GLDORJXHEHWZHHQ-RKQVRQDQG±DQG'DU\ODERXWGLIIHUHQWWKLQJV
$QG'DU\OKDYH±K±ZDVWKHUHWRVRUWRIGLVFXVVRUKDGFRPHLQ
ZLWK,WKLQNWKHGHYHORSHURIWKH±

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

WKHRZQHURIWKHVLWHDQGDWWKDWPHHWLQJ-RKQVRQLQIRUPHG'DU\O
WKDWZHZHUHQ¶WLQWHUHVWHGLQDSDUWPHQWSURMHFWVDW±DWWKHWLPHDQG±
DQGPRUHLQWHUHVWHGLQODQGSURMHFWVDQG,WKLQNDFWXDOO\DWWKDWSRLQW
'DU\O¶VDOLWWOHELWHPEDUUDVVHGEHFDXVHKH±KHKDGWKRXJKW±,WKLQN
KHKDGWKHPHVVDJHEHIRUHZHZHUHGRLQJDSDUWPHQWVDQG±

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

6R\HDK'DU\OLQWURGXFHGKLPVHOIDV±DV±DVEHLQJDQ03DQGEXW
VRPHRQHZKRWULHVWRIDFLOLWDWHGHDOVIRUWKHEHWWHURI±EHWWHUPHQWRI
±ZHOOP\LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ,VXSSRVH,FDQ WUHPHPEHUH[DFWO\ZKDWKH
VDLGEXWKHWULHVWRPDNHWKLQJVKDSSHQ

672&./(<

<HS

/$.26

$QG±DQG±DQG±DQGXQEORFNURDGEORFNVDQGIDFLOLWDWH
GHYHORSPHQWIRUWKHEHQHILWRI1HZ6RXWK:DOHV,JXHVV

672&./(<

2ND\

/$.26

7KDW±WKDW 81,17(//,*$%/( LWZRXOGQ¶WEHIDLUWRVD\,¶P
TXRWLQJKLPEXWWKDWZDV±

672&./(<

1R

/$.26

ZKDW,±KRZ,LQWHUSUHWHGZKDWKHVDLG
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672&./(<

,JXHVVEHLQJWKDWWKHPHHWLQJZDVDZKLOHDJRLW¶GEHKDUGWR
UHPHPEHUH[DFWZRUGV±

/$.26

,WZDV

672&./(<

EXWZRXOG±GLG\RXJHWWKHLPSUHVVLRQIURPWKHPHHWLQJWKDWKH
ZDVWKHUHLQD±DQRIILFLDOFDSDFLW\DVD0HPEHURI3DUOLDPHQW"

/$.26

2KQRKHGLGQ¶WUHSUHVHQWKLPVHOIDVEHLQJDW±DW±GRLQJ
VRPHWKLQJRQEHKDOIRI3DUOLDPHQW

672&./(<

2ND\

/$.26

$OWKRXJK,GRQ¶W±GRQ¶WWKLQNKHFDPHDFURVVWKDWZD\EXW±EXW
KH¶V±,PHDQ,¶YH±,¶YHKDGDIHZPHHWLQJVXEVHTXHQWO\ZLWK
'DU\O

672&./(<

<HS

/$.26

$QGKH¶VDQXQXVXDOFKDUDFWHUKH¶VDELWRIDQROGIDVKLRQSROLWLFLDQ

672&./(<

<HDK



/$.26

$QGKH±KH¶VYHU\FULWLFDORIWKHZD\WKLQJVDUHGRQHQRZDQGWKH
IDFWWKDWHYHU\RQHKDVVXFKGLIILFXOW\PRYLQJIRUZDUGZLWK±ZLWK
SURMHFWV,WKLQNKHVHHVKLPVHOIDVDPLGGOH±OLWWOHELWRID±,ZDV
JRLQJWRVD\FUXVDGHUEXWLW¶VSUREDEO\QRWWKHULJKWZRUGEXWKH±
KHWULHVWR±WRKHOSXQXQEORFNWKLQJVDQGPDNHWKLQJVKDSSHQ



672&./(<

<HDKRND\

/$.26

$QGDFWXDOO\WKHUHVKRXOGEHDORWPRUHRILWP\VHOI

672&./(<

<HDKVXUH

/$.26

$QGVRKHVHHVKLPVHOILQWKDWZD\VR,JXHVVWRWKDWH[WHQWKH¶V±
KH¶V±KH¶V±KH¶VSDUWO\WKHUHLQWKLVFDSDFLW\DVD±DVDPHPEHURI
JRYHUQPHQWDQG±

672&./(<

<HDK'RHVKHKDYHDQ\RIILFLDOUROHDW&RXQWU\*DUGHQ"

/$.26

1RWDWDOO

672&./(<

1R'LG±GRHV-RKQVRQ=KDQJMXVWLQFLGHQWDOO\LVKH±KDV±LVKH
VWLOOLQWKHFRXQWU\RUKDVKHJRQHWR&KLQD"

/$.26

,±,GRQ¶WWKLQNKHLV

672&./(<

2ND\

/$.26

,¶PQRW±-RKQVRQ¶VQRORQJHU±

672&./(<

:LWK&RXQ±

/$.26

DQHPSOR\HHRI&RXQWU\*DUGHQV±

672&./(<

2ND\

/$.26

KH¶V±KH¶VFRPSOHWHO\JRQH

672&./(<

2XW2ND\

/$.26

$QG,KDGQRUHODWLRQVKLSZLWKKLP
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672&./(<

6XUH

/$.26

6R,±,,¶PQRWFOHDUZKHUH±ZKHUHKH¶VDW+HVHHPVWRIORDW
DURXQGEXW,¶P 81,17(//,*$%/( 

672&./(<

2ND\,¶OOMXVW,±,JXHVVWKHFUX[RIRXU±ZKDWZH¶UHWU\LQJWR
XQGHUVWDQGLVLQZKDWFDSDFLW\'DU\O0DJXLUHKDVKDGWKHVH
LQWHUDFWLRQVZLWK&RXQWU\*DUGHQDQGE±EHLQJWKDW-RKQVRQ¶VWKH
SHUVRQWKDWLQWURGXFHG\RXWRKLPKHZDVSUREDEO\WKHEHVWSHUVRQWR
DQVZHURXUTXHU\

/$.26

,I\RXFRXOG±-RKQVRQZRXOGEHDEOHWRWHOO\RXWKHZD\LQZKLFKKH
PHW'DU\O,JXHVV±

672&./(<

<HV\HDK

/$.26

-RKQVRQZDVWKH±WKHILUVW&(2RI&RXQWU\*DUGHQ$XVWUDOLDVR±

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

KH¶VEHHQZLWKLWIURPWKHEHJLQQLQJ

672&./(<

<HS

/$.26

6R,±,GRQ¶WNQRZKRZWKDW±KRZWKDWVWDUWHG

672&./(<

+RZWKDWFDPHDERXW

/$.26

<RXNQRZ,±,FDQVD\WKDW,GRQ¶WEHOLHYHWKDW'DU\O¶VUROHFHUWDLQO\
IURPRXUHQGRIWKHHTXDWLRQZDVDQ\WKLQJPRUHWKDQ\RXNQRZ
QHWZRUNLQJ±

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

PDNLQJLQWURGXFWLRQVWU\LQJWRPDNHWKLQJVKDSSHQ±















672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

,GRQ¶WWKLQNWKHUHZDVDQ\WKLQJPRUHWRLWWKDQWKDW

672&./(<

'LGKH±

/$.26

$QGFHUWDLQO\±

672&./(<

6RUU\\RXFDQILQLVK

/$.26

$QGFHUWDLQO\WKHUH¶VVXEVHTXHQWGLVFXVVLRQVDQGWKLQJV,¶YHKDGZLWK
'DU\OWKDW¶VEHHQWKHQDWXUHRILW

672&./(<

$QGKDVKHHYHUDVNHGIRUDQ\UHPXQHUDWLRQ±

/$.26

1R

672&./(<

IURP\RXLQUH±UHODWLRQ±

/$.26

1R

672&./(<

WRLQWURGXFLQJGHYHORSPHQWRSSRUWXQLWLHV"

/$.26

1R,±,±,VRUWRINLQGRIKDOIH[SHFWHGLWDQG±WKDW±LQDZD\±

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

EXWQR
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672&./(<

2ND\

/$.26

1RQRWDWDOO

672&./(<

'±KDYH\RXHYHUKHDUGRIWKH1HZ6RXWK:DOHV3DUOLDPHQW$VLD
3DFLILF)ULHQGVKLS*URXS"

/$.26

<HDK,WKLQN±,WKLQN'DU\O¶VJRWVRPHWKLQJWRGRZLWKWKDW

672&./(<

2ND\

/$.26

$QG±DQG,NQRZKHJRHVWR&KLQDTXLWHRIWHQKH¶VJRW±KHVHHPVWR
KDYHDORWRIFRQWDFWVZLWKGLIIHUHQW*RYHUQPHQWSHRSOHDQGEXVLQHVV
SHRSOHLQ&KLQD

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

,¶P±,¶PQRWH[DFWO\FOHDUKRZWKDWSOD\VRXW±

672&./(<

0P

/$.26

EXWKHGRHVVHHPWRKDYHWKDWVRUWRIDUROH

672&./(<

2ND\

/$.26

+H¶VTXLWHSURXGRIVRPHSKRWRJUDSKVKH¶VJRWRIVKDNLQJKDQGVZLWK
VR±PHDQLQJIXOIXQFWLRQDULHVLQ&KLQD

672&./(<

<HS

/$.26

$QGWKLQJV\RXNQRZ,XQGHUVWDQGKHGRHVWKDWLQ±LQ±ZLWK±ZLWK
WKH±IRUWKH±ZLWKDQGIRUWKH*RYHUQPHQW

672&./(<

2ND\GR\RXNQRZZKHWKHU&RXQWU\*DUGHQ$XVWUDOLDKDVDQ\
GHDOLQJVDVDFRPSDQ\ZLWKWKH$VLD3DFLILF)ULHQGVKLS*URXS"

/$.26

1RWWKDW,¶PDZDUHRI

672&./(<

2ND\+DV&RXQWU\*DUGHQHYHURIIHUHG'DU\O0DJXLUHSDLG
HPSOR\PHQW"

/$.26

1R

672&./(<

2UDQ\FRQWUDFWXDOZRUN"

/$.26

1RW±QRWWKDW,¶YHEHHQLQYROYHGLQ,GRXEWWKDW

672&./(<

2ND\DUH\RX±ZRXOG\RXVD\\RX¶UHWKHPDLQFRQWDFWIRU'DU\O
0DJXLUHIRU&RXQWU\*DUGHQDWWKHPRPHQW"

/$.26

$WWKHPRPHQW\HV\HDKKH¶VPHWRXU±RXUQHZ&(2

672&./(<

<HVWKDW¶V*7"

/$.26

*7

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

7KH\±WKH\¶YHEHFRPHDFTXDLQWHGEXW,ZRXOGEH±,XQGHUVWDQG,¶P
WKHSHUVRQKH¶GWDONWRWKHPRVW

672&./(<

2ND\\HDK1RZZHGLVFXVVHGSUHYLRXVO\LQDWHOHSKRQHFDOOD
GHYHORSPHQWVLWHRSSRVLWH&DQWHUEXU\+RVSLWDO±



3DJHRI
Volume 27

904

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT
E15-0078-096-0001

/$.26

<HV

672&./(<

WKDWZDVLQWURGXFHGWR±RUSLWFKHGWR\RXE\'DU\O0DJXLUHFDQ\RX
WHOOPHKRZ±KRZWKDWFDPHDERXW"

/$.26

7KHUHZDVDPHHWLQJZLWK'DU\OWKDWDFWXDOO\RFFXUUHGLQWKHFRIIHH
VKRSRIWKH±WKHEDVHZKHUHRXUROGRIILFHEXLOGLQJDW&DVWOHUHDJK
6WUHHW

672&./(<

(KP

/$.26

$QGWKHUHZDV'DU\ODQGDWOHDVWWZRRWKHUJX\VWKHUH

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

2QHZKR,WKLQNZDVWKHGHYHORSHUDQGDDQRWKHUZKRPLJKWKDYHEHHQ
DQH[FRXQFLOORU±FRXQFLOORUEXW,¶PQRWVXUHRIWKHQDPH±

672&./(<

2ND\

/$.26

DQGWKHDQ\KRZRQHVFHUWDLQO\WKHGHYHORSHUDQGWKH\WDONHGDERXW
QHHGLQJ±ZDQWLQJWRVHOOVLWHRUILQGVRPHRQHWRKHOSGHYHORSLW,WKLQN
WKH\ZHUH±GLGQ¶WKDYHVXIILFLHQWHTXLW\WRGRLWWKHPVHOYHVZDVP\±
ZDVP\UHDGLQJWKDW¶VQRWZKDWWKH\VDLG$QGWKH\VKRZHGXVD±
VRPHGUDZLQJVDQGUHQGHULQJVRID±RIDDSDUWPHQWSURMHFWZKLFKRQ
IDFHYDOXHORRNHGLQWHUHVWLQJVRZHVDLGZH¶GKDYHDORRNDWLWZHGLG
DQGFRQFOXGHGWKDWWKHGHVLJQGLGQ¶WZRUNIRUXV,PHDQWKHDGYDQWDJH
RI±RIWKDWSURMHFWKDGLWZRUNHGIRUXVZRXOGKDYHEHHQWKDWLWZDV±LW
ZDV±KDGDDVZHXQGHUVWRRGLWKDGDGHYHORSPHQWDSSURYDOLWZDV
NLQGRIUHDG\WRJRZKLFKPHDQVZHFRXOGKDYHMXPSHGLQWRLWSUHWW\
TXLFNO\DQGPDGHVDOHV±

672&./(<

<HS

/$.26

TXLFNO\DQGWKDWZDVDSSHDOLQJEXWDW±ZKHQZHORRNHGDWWKHGHVLJQV
ZH±ZHWKRXJKWLWZDVWRRGHQVHDQGIDLUO\SRRUDPHQLW\$QGVRWR
FKDQJHWKDWZRXOGPHDQJRLQJDQGGRLQJDQRWKHU'$

672&./(<

5LJKW

/$.26

$QGLWVRUWRIWRRNDZD\WKH±WKHDGYDQWDJHRIGRLQJLWDWDOOVRLWZH
GHFOLQHGWKHSURMHFW

672&./(<

<HDKRND\GLG\RX±GR\RXDVN\RXRUWKHFRPSDQ\DVN'DU\O
0DJXLUHWRWU\DQGVRXUFH\RXVRPHVLWHVWKDWZHUH'$UHDG\"

/$.26

<HDKORRN,GRQ¶WUHFDOOVSHFLILFDOO\EXW,KDGWKDWFRQYHUVDWLRQZLWKD
ORWRISHRSOH

672&./(<

6XUH

/$.26

6RSUREDEO\GLGPHQWLRQWKDWWR'DU\O

672&./(<

<HDK'LG\RXHYHUPHQWLRQWRKLPDQ\ILJXUHVRI±RIKRZPDQ\VLWHV
&RXQWU\*DUGHQZDVORRNLQJWRGHYHORS"

/$.26

1RDQGORRNZHGRQ¶WSXWDOLPLWRQLWRXUVHOYHV<RXNQRZZH¶OO±
ZH¶OO±ZHGRQ¶WKDYHDOLPLWRQZKDWZHZLOOGHYHORS

672&./(<

<HDK
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/$.26

7KH±WKHEXVLQHVVLVHQRUPRXVO\ZHDOWK\±

672&./(<

<HV

/$.26

DQG±DQGWKHRQO\WKLQJWKDWOLPLWVRXU±RXUFDSDFLW\IRU
GHYHORSPHQWLVDYDLODELOLW\RIVXLWDEOHVLWHVDQG,VXSSRVHRXU±RXU
KXPDQUHVRXUFHFDSDFLW\WRDQDQDO\VHWKHP±

672&./(<

2ND\

/$.26

EXW±VR\HDKDQGWKDW¶VWKHPHVVDJHZKHQHYHUZH¶UHWDONLQJWR
DQ\RQHDERXWVLWHVLW¶VDFRPPRQ±

672&./(<

5LJKW

/$.26

PHVVDJH6R,H[SHFW'DU\OZRXOGKDYHKHDUGWKDWPHVVDJH

672&./(<

6XUHZLWK±ZLWKWKDWGHYHORSHUWKDWFDPHWRWKDWFRIIHHVKRSPHHWLQJ
GLG±GLGKHRUDQ\RQHHOVHDWWKHPHHWLQJEULQJRUPHQWLRQDOLVWRI
RWKHUGHYHORSPHQWVWKDWKHKDGDYDLODEOHWRVHOO"

/$.26

7KHUHZDVRQO\RQHRWKHU±WKHUHZDVDQRWKHUGHYHORSPHQWWKDWZDV
GLVFXVVHGWKHUHZDVDVLWHZLWKWKHVDPHGHYHORSHUKDGDW:DUUDZHHRQ
WKHXSSHU1RUWK6KRUHDQGWKDWLQWHUHVWHGXVWRR

672&./(<

<HS

/$.26

$QGVRZHKDGDORRNDWWKDWRQHDVZHOODQGIRXQGWKHVDPHVRUWRI
SUREOHPVLWZDVWRRGHQVHWKHUHZDVDORWRI±,PHDQZH±ZHZHUH
LQWHUHVWHG±RQO\UHDOO\LQWHUHVWHGLQGRLQJSURMHFWVWKD±WKDWKDYHJRW
VRPHTXDOLW\ZKHUHZHFDQ\RXNQRZXVHRXU±RXUHTXLW\WRUHDOO\
LQYHVWLQWKHVDOHVDQGPDUNHWLQJDQG±DQGSXVKµHPDQG\RXNQRZGR
±GRWKLQJVSUHWW\±ZH¶UHSUHWW\VRUWRISURIHVVLRQDOZD\

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

%XWZH±VRZKLFKPHDQV\RXQHHGTXDOLW\SURGXFW±

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

DQGZHGLGQ¶WVHHWKDWDVEHLQJ±VRPHJRRGORFDWLRQVJRRGVLWHLQ
WHUPVRIWKHEORFNRIGLUWEXWWKH±EXWWKHSURMHFWZKLFKZDVDOVR±
HLWKHUKD±GLGKDYHRUZDVDERXWWRJHW'$ZDVQRWWKHULJKWSURMHFW
DQGRQFHDJDLQZHIHOWZH¶GKDYHWRVWDUWDJDLQ

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

ZLWKLWDQGWKDWGLGQ¶WZRUNDQGDOVRWKH±ZHOOZHUHDOO\GLGQ¶WJHW
LQWRDQ\NLQGRIPHDQLQJIXOGLVFXVVLRQRQ±RQWKHSULFLQJRI±RIWKH
ODQGLQWKH&DPSVLHSURMHFWZHGLG±GLGWDONDERXWWKHODQGFRVWVDQG
DQG±DQGRIRQWKH:DUUDZHHSURMHFW±

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

DQGWKHEXLOGHUZKDWZHWKRXJKWLWZDVZRUWKDQGZKDWWKHRZQHU
WKRXJKWLWZRUWKZDVVLJQLILFDQWO\GLIIHUHQWVR±

672&./(<

6XUH

/$.26

VRZHGLGQ¶W±LWGLGQ¶WJRDQ\ZKHUH

672&./(<

2ND\

















3DJHRI
Volume 27

906

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT
E15-0078-096-0001

/$.26

,WKLQNZHDFWXDOO\±QR,WKLQNZHRQO\KDGDSULFHGLVFXVVLRQ,WKLQN
ZHQHYHUPDGHDQRIIHU

672&./(<

2ND\'LG±LQ\RXU±LQ\RXUGLVFXVVLRQVZLWK'DU\O0DJXLUH
SUHYLRXVO\GLGKHHYHUWHOO\RXWKDWKHKDGFRQWDFWVDWWKHFLW\RI
&DQWHUEXU\&RXQFLO"

/$.26

1RLWZDVQ¶WGLVFXVVHG

672&./(<

2ND\

/$.26

,PHDQ,WKLQN'DU\OFHUWDLQO\LQGLFDWHVWKDWLQDJHQHUDOVHQVHKH¶VZHOO
±KH¶VZHOOFRQQHFWHGKHNQRZVDORWRISHRSOH,¶PVXUHLW¶VWUXH

672&./(<

,¶PVXUHKHSUREDEO\GRHV\HDK

/$.26

%XW±EXWKHGLGQ¶WPDNHDQ\VSHFLILFUHIHUHQFHWR±

672&./(<

7R&DQWHUEXU\RND\$QGGR\RXUHFDOOWKHQDPH0LFKDHO+DZDWW"

/$.26

/RRNWKDWPLJKWKDYHEHHQWKHWKLUGJX\DWWKDWPHHWLQJ,±,¶PVRUU\,
KDYH±,¶YHJRWDPLQGOLNHDVWHHOWUDSIRUQXPEHUV±

672&./(<

<HS

672&./(<

DQG,¶PWHUULEOHDWQDPHV

672&./(<

7KDW¶VRND\

/$.26

DQGXQOHVV,KDYHDUHDVRQWRUHPHPEHUVRPHRQH

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

,WHQGQRWWR

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

,NHHSDIDLUO\JRRGILOHRIEXVLQHVVFDUGVDQGWKLQJV±

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

IRUWKDWUHDVRQ,±,EXW±VRUU\KHPLJKWKDYHEHHQWKHWKLUGSHUVRQ
QRZ\RXPHQWLRQKDSSHQHGDWWKHFRIIHHVKRS

672&./(<

2ND\

/$.26

%XW,¶PQRWDKXQGUHGSHUFHQWVXUH

672&./(<

'LG±GLGWKDWWKLUGSHUVRQKDYHPXFKLQSXWLQWRGLVFXVVLRQVWKDWZHUH
JRLQJRQWKHUH"

/$.26

1RQRWUHDOO\MXVWVDWWKHUHDQGOLVWHQHGPRVWO\

672&./(<

5LJKWRND\'LGKHVHHPWRKDYHDQ\UHODWLRQVKLSZLWKWKHGHYHORSHU
WKDWZDVWKHUH"

/$.26

<HDK,KDGWKHLPSUHVVLRQWKH\ZHUHFHUWDLQO\ZHOODFTXDLQWHG

672&./(<

2ND\GR\RXNQRZZKHWKHUWKH\DW±DUULYHGRUOHIWWRJHWKHU"

/$.26

7KH\OHIWWRJHWKHU,W\SLFDOO\DUULYHGODWHIRUWKHPHHWLQJ

672&./(<

6XUH
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/$.26

6R,¶PQRWRXWRXWRIWKDW$QGVRWKH\ZHUHDOUHDG\DWWKHFRIIHHVKRS
WRJHWKHU±

672&./(<

2ND\

/$.26

ZKHQ,DUULYHG

672&./(<

'LGWKHGHYHORSHU±

/$.26

,GLGQ¶WVHHWKDWSHUVRQDUULYH,WKLQNWKH\±P\LPSUHVVLRQLI\RX¶UH
DVNLQJDERXWLPSUHVVLRQV±

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

UDWKHUWKDQWKHIDFWV

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

0\±P\LPSUHVVLRQLVWKDWWKH\ERWKDUULYHGDQGOHIWWRJHWKHU

672&./(<

6XUH'LGWKHGHYHORSHUHYHUFRPHXSWRWKHRIILFHLQWKDWEXLOGLQJRU
ZDVWKHHQWLUHPHHWLQJFRQGXFWHGLQWKHFRIIHHVKRS"

/$.26

1RLWZDVDOOLQWKHFRIIHHVKRS

672&./(<

2ND\LVWKHUHSDUNLQJXQGHUWKDWEXLOGLQJ"

/$.26

<HV

672&./(<

2ND\GR\RXNQRZZKHWKHUKHSDUNHGXQGHUWKHEXLOGLQJ"

/$.26

,GRQ¶WNQRZ

672&./(<

$OULJKW&DQ\RXUHFDOOLQ±LQUHJDUGVWRWKDW&DPSVLHVLWHRSSRVLWH
&DQWHUEXU\KRVSLWDOWKDWZDVEHLQJGLVFXVVHGDWWKDWPHHWLQJZKHWKHU
WKHUHZDVDQ\GLVFXVVLRQDERXWRXWVW±DQRXWVWDQGLQJDSSOLFDWLRQ
IRUDGGLWLRQDOXQLWVDQGEDVHPHQWSDUNLQJRQWKHSURSHUW\"

/$.26

7KHUHZDVDIHZGLVFXVVLRQVDERXWWKHSURMHFWDQGVRPHRILW¶VSODQQLQJ
KLVWRU\,WK±,WK±,WKLQNWKHUHKDGEHHQ,±,WKLQNWKHGLVFXVVLRQ
ZDVVRPHWKLQJDORQJWKHOLQHVRIWKDWWKH±WKHSODQVZHZHUHVHHLQJ
ZRXOGFKDQJHDELWEHFDXVHWKHUHKDGEHHQVRPHVRUWRIVXEVHTXHQW
DSSOLFDWLRQ

672&./(<

2ND\

/$.26

%XW,±,±,±,GRQ¶WWKLQNWKHUHZDVDQ\GHWDLOGLVFXVVHG

672&./(<

2ND\,QUHODWLRQWRWKDWSDUWLFXODUSURMHFWZDVWKHUHDQ\GLVFXVVLRQ
DERXWDIH±DQLQWURGXFHUVIHHEHLQJSDLGE\HLWKHU±

/$.26

1R

672&./(<

&RXQWU\*DUGHQRUWKHGHYHORSHU"

/$.26

1R

672&./(<

2ND\

/$.26

1R,PHDQ,±,±ZKDWZKDWHYHU±ZH±ZH±ZH±LIZH±ZHZLOOSD\
DJHQWVIHHVWRILQGDVLWH

672&./(<

6XUH
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/$.26

%XWDQ\±DQ\WKLQJOLNH±OLNHWKDWZHZRXOGMXVWZDQWWRGLVFXVVXS
IURQWWKHUHZDVQRGLVFXVVLRQRIXVKDYLQJWRSD\DQ\WKLQJIRUDDQ
LQWURGXFWLRQ±

672&./(<

2ND\

/$.26

MXVW±MXVWJHWLQYROYHGLQWKHSURMHFW

672&./(<

6XUH

/$.26

<HDK

672&./(<

$QG±DQGWKHUHZDVQRWKLQJVDLGDWWKHPHHWLQJWKDWJDYH\RXWKH
LPSUHVVLRQWKDWWKHGHYHORSHUZRXOGEHSUHSDUHGRUZ±KDGDJUHHGWR
SD\DQLQ±DIHHIRUWKHLQWURGXFWLRQWR&RXQWU\*DUGHQ"

/$.26

1R

672&./(<

2ND\,WKLQN\RX±\RX¶YHPHQWLRQHGHDUOLHUWKHWKHRWKHUSURMHFW
WKDWZDVMXVWWKHVXEMHFWRIWKLVGLVFXVVLRQEHWZHHQ-RKQVRQ\RXUVHOI
DQG'DU\O±

/$.26

7KH%HDPLVK6WUHHWRQH"

672&./(<

7KH%HDPLVK±

/$.26

<HDK

672&./(<

6WUHHWRQHDW&DPSVLH±

/$.26

7KDW¶VDGLIIHUHQWGHYHORSHUWKRXJK±

672&./(<

<HDK±\HV

/$.26

,GRQ¶WWKLQNLW¶VWKHVDPHJX\

672&./(<

1RWKDW¶VULJKW6R,NQRZWKDW\RXKDGRQO\MXVWVWDUWHGVR\RXGRQ¶W
KDYHWKH±WKHKLVWRU\RIWKDWEXWZDVWKHUHDQ\LQGLFDWLRQWKDW&RXQWU\
*DUGHQKDGSUHYLRXVO\EHHQLQWHUHVWHGLQWKDWVLWHDQGWKHQ±DQGWKHQ
WKHLUSRVLWLRQFKDQJHGLQWHUPVRIWKHW\SHVRIGHYHORSPHQWWKDWWKH\
ZDQWHGWRGR

/$.26

<HDK,±,±,WKLQNDW±DWWKDWWLPHDWWKDWPHHWLQJ'DU\OJRWTXLWH
IUXVWUDWHGJRWDOLWWOHELWDQQR\HGEHFDXVH,WKLQNDQGWKDWZDVD
FRPPRQH[SHULHQFH,KDGZLWKPDQ\SHRSOHDIWHU,ILUVWMRLQHGEHFDXVH
,WKLQN-RKQVRQDQGWKH±WKHWHDPDW&RXQWU\*DUGHQKDGGRQHDORWRI
WKDWWKHUH¶GEHHQORWVRIFKRSVDQGFKDQJHVDQGZH±WRGD\ZHZDQW
ODQGWRPRUURZZHZDQWDSDUWPHQWVGD\DIWHUDVNHGIRUKRWHOVDQG,
GRQ¶WNQRZ,¶YHQHYHUZRUNHGRXWLIWKDWEHFDXVH-RKQVRQZDVJHWWLQJ
\RXNQRZGLIIHUHQWVWUDWHJLFGLUHFWLRQVIURPKHDGRIILFHRUEHFDXVHKH
ZDV±EXWWKHUHZDV±LQWKHSHULRGIURP\RXNQRZWKHDFTXLVLWLRQRI
5\GH*DUGHQXQWLO,MRLQHGWKHFRPSDQ\WKH\KDGDFTKDGQ¶WDFTXLUHG
DVLQJOHVLWH

672&./(<

5LJKW

/$.26

6RWKHUHZDVDORWRIIUXVWUDWHGSHRSOHRXWWKHUHVR,GRWKLQNDQG,
NQRZSUREDEO\ZLWK'DU\OEXW±EXWQRWMXVWZLWKKLPDQGRWKHUVWKHUH
ZDV±WKHUHKDGEHHQDORWRIFKDQJHVLQGLUHFWLRQ

672&./(<

2ND\
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/$.26

81,17(//,*$%/( FRQWULEXWHGWRWKHIDFWWKDWWKH\KDGQ¶WORRNHG
DWWKHVHVLWHV

672&./(<

2ND\DQG±DQG\RXPHQWLRQHGWKHGHYHORSHU\RXWKRXJKWWKH
GHYHORSHUZDVDWWKDWPHHWLQJDOVR"

/$.26

<HDK,WKLQNKHZDV\HDK

672&./(<

'R\RXKDYHDQ\UHFROOHFWLRQRIKLVQDPH"

/$.26

/LWWOH\HDKORRN,±,ZDVWROGKLVQDPH±

%52:1,1*

&DQ\RXGHVFULEHKLP"

/$.26

6RUWRID0LGGOH(DVWHUQRU,WDOLDQPD\EHQRW±QRWDPDQRIELJ
VWDWXUH1HLWKHU±\RXNQRZVRPHPPPPPPQRUPDOVRUWRI
81,17(//,*$%/( ERG\VKDSHDQGPDVVQRWRYHUO\IDWQRWRYHUO\
WKLQ

672&./(<

'LGKHKDYHPXFKLQSXWLQWRWKHPHHWLQJ"

/$.26

<HDKKH±KHWDONHGDELWDERXWZKHUHWKH\ZHUHXSWRZLWKWKHSURMHFW
3URE±ORRNLWZDVQ¶WDYHU\ORQJPHHWLQJ

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

,WKLQNZKHQ-RKQVRQVDLGIDLU±\RXNQRZFRPPXQLFDWHGILQHWKH\
ZHUHQ¶WZLWKWKDWLQWHUHVWHGWKDW±WKDWWKHPHHWLQJEHFDPH\RXNQRZ
IRUHVKRUWHQHGDQGWKHZKROHWKLQJPD\EHUDQIRUWZHQW\PLQXWHV

672&./(<

2ND\,QUHODWLRQ±

/$.26

,±,ZDVDOLWWOHELWDO±DODUPHGDWWKHOHYHORIIUXVWUDWLRQWKDWZDV
EHLQJH[SUHVVHGVRDWWKDWPHHWLQJ,V,WKHQVDLGWKDW,ZRXOGORRNDW
WKDWWKLQJIXUWKHUDQG±DQG±DQGWKH\WULHGWRFRPHWRJULSVZLWKWKH
SURMHFWEHWWHUXQGHUVWDQGLW

672&./(<

5LJKW

/$.26

:KLFK±ZKLFKZHGLGDOLWWOHELWRI±

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

EXWUHDOO\DWWKHHQGRIWKHGD\LWMXVWZDVQ¶WIRUXV

672&./(<

6XUH

/$.26

$QG,GRQ¶W±,WKLQNWKH±,GRQ¶WWKLQNWKDWWKDWSRLQWLQWLPHWKDWWKH
GHYHORSHUKDGDQDSSURYDOHLWKHU,WKLQNKHZDVVWLOOLQDSURFHVVRI±

672&./(<

<HV

/$.26

JDLQLQJDQDSSURYDOIRUWKHSURMHFW

672&./(<

<HDK±\HDKWKDW¶VULJKW7KH±LQWHUPVRI\RXVD\LQJ\RX¶UHDOLWWOH
ELWDODUPHGDERXWWKHOHYHORIIUXVWUDWLRQWKDWZDVH[SUHVVHGZRXOGLWEH
WKHFDVHWKDW\RXDJUHHGWRKDYHD±PDNHVRPHIXUWKHUVRUWRI
FRQVLGHUDWLRQRIWKHSURMHFWWRNLQGRIPDLQWDLQWKHUHODWLRQVKLS
EHWZHHQWKHGHYHORSHUDQGRU0DJXLUH"

/$.26

<HDK
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672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

,WKLQNORRN,±,±\RXNQRZ,±DJDLQKDYLQJPHW'DU\OYHU\±YHU\
TXLFNO\EXW±

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

,GRDORWRIWKLVVRUWRIWKLQJ±

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

DQG±DQG,±,WKRXJKW'DU\O¶VIUXVWUDWLRQZDVJHQXLQHDQGSUREDEO\
MXVWLILDEOHIURPZKDW,±IURPZKDW,VDZDQGZLWKRXWNQRZLQJWKDW
PXFKDERXWWKHPDQRUZKDWDQ\IXWXUHGHDOLQJVPLJKWEH,GLGQ¶WZDQW
WR±

672&./(<

6XUH

/$.26

,ZDQWHG±,IHOWOLNH,ZDQWHGWRVWUDLJKWHQLWRXW±

672&./(<

2IFRXUVH\HDK

/$.26

VRWKDWVRWKDWDWOHDVWKHIHOWOLNHZHGHDOWZLWKKLPUHDVRQDEO\

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

6R,±,±,VRUWRIVWHSSHGLQWRLWDQGVDLGWKDW,¶GKDYHDIXUWKHUORRN
DQGEHLQWRXFK

672&./(<

2ND\

/$.26

$QG,JXHVVMXVWIURPWKDWSRLQWIRUZDUG,¶YHKDGFRQWDFWZLWK'DU\O
1RWDKXJHDPRXQW±

672&./(<

1R

/$.26

PHWKLPRQFHVRPH

672&./(<

$V,PHQW\RX¶GEHDZDUHWKDWZHVHUYHGDQRWLFHRQ&RXQWU\*DUGHQ
MXVWWRREWDLQVRPHGRFXPHQWV±

/$.26

<HDK

672&./(<

ZKLFKKDYHEHHQSURYLGHG

/$.26

<HS

672&./(<

$QG,MXVWZDQWHGWRVKRZ\RXVRPHGRFXPHQWVDQGMXVWJHWHLWKHUWKH
±VRPHIXUWKHUH[SODQDWLRQRUMXVW\RXNQRZDQDFNQRZOHGJHPHQWWKDW
\RXVHQWDQHPDLORUWKDWVRUWRIWKLQJ±

/$.26

6XUH

672&./(<

VRWKDWZHFDQUHO\RQWKHGRFXPHQWV±

/$.26

<HS

672&./(<

LQRXUDQDO\VLVRIZKDW¶VJRLQJRQVRWKHILUVW±WKHILUVWGRFXPHQWWKDW
,KDYHWRVKRZ\RXLVµGRFXPHQWRQH¶LW¶VDQHPDLO ,1$8',%/( 
VRUU\DDFDOHQGDUDSSRLQWPHQW

/$.26

2ND\VRWKDWZDVSUREDEO\WKHILUVWPHHWLQJ,¶GVD\

672&./(<

<HDKVWRIWKHUG
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<HDKZHOO,MRLQHGWKHFRPSDQ\RQWKH RIWKH VR,¶GVD\WKLV
ZDVSUREDEO\±

672&./(<

2KZHOO\RXVWHSSHGULJKWLQWRLW

/$.26

7KLVWKLVZDVSUREDEO\WKHILUVWPHHWLQJ\HDKWKHILUVW
81,17(//,*$%/( QHZLQYHVWPHQWPDQDJHU

672&./(<

:KRLV'DQQL1L"

/$.26

6KHDWWKDWWLPHZDVP\DVVLVWDQW

672&./(<

2ND\

/$.26

6KH¶GEHHQZLWKWKH±EHHQZLWKWKHFRPSDQ\WZRZHHNVEHIRUH,
MRLQHGEXWVKHKDGKDGGRQHVRPHZRUNZLWK-RKQVRQ

672&./(<

<HS

/$.26

,Q0HOERXUQH

672&./(<

2ND\

/$.26

2QVRPHVRUWRIFRQWUDFWEDVLVEHIRUHWKDW

672&./(<

$QG,WKLQNWKDW\RX¶YHDOUHDG\DQVZHUHGWKHTXHVWLRQWKDWWKLVPHHWLQJ
VHHPHGWRKDYHEHHQDWOHDVWWDONHGDERXWSULRUWR\RXUDUULYDODQGPRVW
SUREDEO\DUUDQJHGE\-RKQVRQ

/$.26

<HDK,¶GVD\VR

672&./(<

2ND\

/$.26

,PHDQ,±,±LWZDVDPHHWLQJ,JRW±JRWFDOOHGLQWR\HDK

672&./(<

$QGWKHWLWOHRIWKHPHHWLQJWKHUHµ&DPSVLHSURMHFW¶UHIHUVWKDW%HDPLVK
6WUHHW±

/$.26

<HV

672&./(<

SURMHFW±

/$.26

<HV

672&./(<

WKDW\RXPHQWLRQHGSUHYLRXVO\

/$.26

<HV

672&./(<

$QG±DQGWKHSXUSRVHRIWKHPHHWLQJZDVWRGLVFXVVZKHWKHU&RXQWU\
*DUGHQZDVLQWHUHVWHGLQEHLQJDFTXLULQJWKDWGHYHORSPHQWVLWH

/$.26

<HVWKDW¶VP\XQGHUVWDQGLQJ\HV

672&./(<

<HSDQGMXVWFRQILUPLQJWKDW\RXWKLQNWKHSHRSOHWKDWDWWHQGHGZHUH
\RXUVHOI-RKQVRQ'DU\O0DJXLUHDQGWKHGHYHORSHURIWKDWVLWH"

/$.26

<HDK$QGWKHUHZHUHDFRXSOHRISHRSOHIURPRXURIILFH'DQQLZDVLQ
DWWHQGDQFHDWWKDWPHHWLQJ

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

,WKLQN3KLOZKRQRORQJHUZRUNVZLWKXV.HQR,WKLQNZDVLQWKDW
PHHWLQJ











QG

/$.26





WK
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672&./(<

<HVKH¶VQDPHLVRQWKHUHWRR

/$.26

,¶PWU\LQJ,GRQ¶WNQRZLI(ULFZDVLQWKDWRUQRW'RQ¶WWKLQNKHZDV
(ULF<DR

672&./(<

$QGWKHYHQXHRIWKHPHHWLQJZDVOHYHO&DVWOHUHDJK6WUHHW"

/$.26

<HVLWZDVFRQGXFWHGLQ-RKQVRQ¶VRIILFH

672&./(<

,Q±LQKLVDFWXDO±

/$.26

<HDK

672&./(<

RIILFH"

/$.26

:HOOWKDWRIILFHZDVTXLWHVPDOOLWRQO\KDGRQHPHHWLQJURRPDQG
-RKQVRQKDGD ,1$8',%/( RXUROGRIILFHVZHUHE\FRPSDULVRQWR
WKHVHZHUHFUXPP\


672&./(<











,1$8',%/( WKHVHZHUH

/$.26

&UXPP\EH\RQGGHVFULSWLRQ

672&./(<

2KZHUHWKH\"

/$.26

7HUULEOH ,1$8',%/( ,GLGDOOP\LQWHUYLHZLQJIRUWKHMRE±,
PRYHGGRZQIURP%ULVEDQHDQG

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

EDFNWR6\GQH\DQGHYHU\WKLQJ,GLGZDV6N\SH,QHYHUEHHQWRWKH
RIILFHDQGWKHGD\,VWDUWHGDQG±

672&./(<

%LWRIDOHWGRZQ

/$.26

ZKHQ,DUULYHG,WKRXJKRKP\JRGZKDWKDYH,JRWP\VHOILQIRU

672&./(<

2KJRVK

/$.26

<HDKDQ\KRZZH¶YHPRYHGWKDQNKHDYHQV

672&./(<

<HVWKLVLVDELWEHWWHULVQ¶WLW"

/$.26

,WLVQLFHLW¶VDQLFHEXLOGLQJ\HDK

672&./(<

,¶YHJRWDQRWKHUFDOHQGDUDSSRLQWPHQW,MXVWZDQWWRVKRZ\RXWKLVLVD
PDUNHGµGRFXPHQWWZR¶IRUWKHUHFRUGDQGLW¶VD±RIDFDOHQGDU
DSSRLQWPHQWEHWZHHQ\RXUVHOIDQG'DU\O0DJXLUH±

/$.26

<HS

672&./(<

DWWKH0DUWLQ3ODFH%DU±

/$.26

<HS

672&./(<

RQWKHWKRI$SULO

/$.26

<HV

672&./(<

'R\RXNQRZZKRVXJJHVWHGWKLVPHHWLQJ"

/$.26

,WZDVSUREDEO\'DU\O

672&./(<

,V0DUWLQ3ODFH%DUVRPHWKLQJ\RX±
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/$.26

,WFRXOGKDYHEHHQ±LWFRXOGKDYHEHHQPH

672&./(<

WKDW\RXZRXOGPHHWQRUPDOO\"

/$.26

:HPHWDWWKH0DUWLQ3ODFH%DUDQGZHPHWDWWKH:HVWLQ±

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

%DUDQG,JXHVVZHKDYHODWHULQWKHGD\NLQGRIGULQNVDQGFKDWV±

672&./(<

6XUH

/$.26

DQG,WKLQNWKHORFDWLRQVZHUHEHFDXVHWKH\¶UHDUHDVRQDEO\FORVHZDON
IURP3DUOLDPHQWDQGWKH\ZHUHQ¶WZRQGHUIXOO\FRQYHQLHQWIRUPHLW¶V
TXLWH±

672&./(<

1R

/$.26

DZDONIURPRXURIILFHVWKLVLVEHWWHUEXW±

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

IURPRXUROGRIILFHWRWKHUH

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

$QG±DQGORRNLWFRXOGKDYHEHHQHLWKHURIXVVXJJHVWHGWKHPHHWLQJ
EXW,WKLQNLWZRXOG¶YHSURE±DWWKDWHDUO\VWDJH,WKLQNLWZDVSUREDEO\
'DU\O

672&./(<

6XUHDQGLWVD\VPHHWLQJZLWK'DU\O0DJXLUHUH&DPSVLH±

/$.26

<HDK

672&./(<

VRZRXOGWKDWDJDLQEHDUHIHUHQFHWRWKH%HDPLVK6WUHHWSURMHFW"

/$.26

<HDK,±,¶PVXUH

672&./(<

'R\RXNQRZZKRDWWHQGHGWKDWRQHDW0DUWLQ3ODFH"

/$.26

,WKLQNLWZDVMXVWWKHWZRRIXV

672&./(<

2ND\DQGFDQ±FDQ\RXUHPHPEHUZKDWH[DFWO\DERXWWKH%HDPLVK
6WUHHWSURMHFWZDVGLVFXVVHG"

/$.26

,WKLQN±,WKLQN'DU\OMXVW±,±,KDYLQJVDLG,ZRXOGORRNLQWRLW
IXUWKHUWRVRUWRIJHWVRPHDSSHDUDQFHRISURIHVVLRQDOLVPWRRXU
EXVLQHVV,WKLQN'DU\OMXVWZDQWHGWRVHHZKHUH,±ZKHUH,JRWWRDQG
,WKLQNDWWKDWSRLQWLQWLPH,VRUWRIJRWWRWKHSRLQWZKHUHZHVWLOO
GLGQ¶WZDQWWRGRLW

672&./(<

6XUH

/$.26

<HDK

672&./(<

2ND\7KLVLVDQHPDLO0DUNHGµGRFXPHQW¶IRUWKHUHFRUGDQGLWLV
GDWHGWKHWKRI0D\±

/$.26

<HDK

672&./(<

DW$QGLWUHODWHVWRDQLQYLWDWLRQIRUDFRQIHUHQFH'R\RXUHFDOO
VHHLQJWKLV"

/$.26

<HV±\HDK,WKLQNLWZDVDFRQIHUHQFHWKDWWKHVH±
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672&./(<

2KVRUU\,VKRXOGJLYH\RX±WKHUH¶VDQDWWDFKPHQWWRLWWKDWPLJKW
DVVLVW\RXUUHFROOHFWLRQ

/$.26

<HDKZHGLGQ¶WDWWHQGLQWKHHQG,JRWWRREXV\EXWWKHUHZDVD
FRQIHUHQFHWKDWVRXQGHGLQWHUHVWLQJWKDW±WKDW±WKDWZDVRUJDQLVHG
WKURXJKWKHJRYHUQPHQW±

672&./(<

<HS

/$.26

DQGWKDW'DU\OWKRXJKWLWZRXOGEHJRRGIRUXVWRDWWHQGIRULQ±
LQIRUPDWLRQ±

672&./(<

6XUH

/$.26

DQGHGXFDWLRQ

672&./(<

<HS

/$.26

$QGKHLQYLWHGXVDQG,WKLQNDWWKHWLPH,VDLG,¶GORYHWRDWWHQGEXW
ZHWKHQJRWEXULHGLQDELJQHJRWLDWLRQIRUDSURMHFWLQ0HOERXUQH

672&./(<

2ND\

/$.26

$QGWLPHHYDSRUDWHGDQG,GLGQ¶WDWWHQG

672&./(<

6XUHVRLVWKDWSDUWRIWKH±ZKDW\RXVD±VDZDVKLVLQWHUHVWLQ
QHWZRUNLQJ±

/$.26

<HDK

672&./(<

SHRSOHIRUEXVLQHVVRSSRUWXQLWLHV"

/$.26

3UHWW\PXFK,WKLQNKH±KH±,WKLQN'DU\OZDVWU\LQJWRKHOSPHZLWK
WKDWLQ±LQWKHVHQVHWKDWKHVDZ±KHNQHZ\RXNQRZE\WKDWVWDJHZH
JRW±ZHJRWWRNQRZHDFKRWKHUDOLWWOHELWKHNQHZ,FDPHGRZQIURP
%ULVEDQH,¶PD6\GQH\ER\EXW,¶YHEHHQ±

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

RXWRI±RXWRI6\GQH\VFHQHIRUDELW

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

$QGKHMXVWWKRXJKWWKDWWKDWVRUWRIWKLQJ±

672&./(<

<HS

/$.26

ZDVDQRSSRUWXQLW\WROHDUQVRPHWKLQJDQGDOVRWRQHWZRUNZLWKWKH
RWKHU±

672&./(<

6XUH

/$.26

DWWHQGHHV

672&./(<

<HSDQG,¶PQRWLQIHUULQJWKHUH¶VDQ\WKLQJZURQJWKLVE\WKHZD\,¶P
MXVWJRLQJ±

/$.26

<HDKZHOOORRN±

672&./(<

JRLQJWKURXJKWKH±

/$.26

,±,±WKHUHLVQRWKLQJZURQJZLWKLW±

672&./(<

1R±QR
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/$.26

QRWKHUH¶VQRWKLQJWRKLGH

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

<HDK

672&./(<

1R,¶PMXVW±,¶PMXVWZHUHWU\LQJWR±

/$.26

<HDK

672&./(<

,JXHVVFRQILUPWKHUHFRUGVWKDWZH¶YHJRW±

/$.26

<HDKVXUH

672&./(<

DQGOHYHORIFRQWDFWWKDWVRUWRIVWXII

/$.26

1RWDSUREOHP

672&./(<

6R,KDYHD±DQHPDLOZKLFKIRUWKHUHFRUGLVµGRFXPHQW¶WKLVLVIURP
'DU\O0DJXLUHWR\RXUHJDUGLQJ6KDQJKDLWUDGHH[SR

/$.26

<HS

672&./(<

'R\RXUHFHLYHUHFDOOLQJWKDW±UHFHLYLQJWKDWLQIRUPDWLRQ"

/$.26

<HDK,WKLQN,GR\HDK

672&./(<

$QGGR±GR\RXUHFDOOKLPHYHUVSHDNLQJWR\RXDERXWKLVWUDGHH[SR"

/$.26

,WKLQNZHVRUWRIWDONHGDERXWLW+H±,WKLQNKHWKRXJKW±\HDK,WKLQN
KHZDVWU\LQJWRILQGSHRSOHWKDWPLJKWZDQWWRDWWHQGDQGJRZLWKKLP
RUZKDWHYHULWZDVDQGEXWZHVDZQRYDOXHLQLWIRUXV,PHDQZH¶UH
ZLHOGHGZHOOUHSUHVHQWHGLQ&KLQDZH¶YHJRW±ZH¶YHJRWWKHELJJHVW
DQGEHVWHVWFRQWDFWQHWZRUN\RXFRXOGLPDJLQHVR±

672&./(<

<HDKWKDWZDV±

/$.26

VR,±,WKLQNLQGLVFXVVLRQZLWK'DU\OZDVZHVDLGWKDQNVDSSUHFLDWH
WKHWKRXJKWEXWQRWKDQNV

672&./(<

6XUHGLGKH±

%52:1,1*

6RUU\/LVDZKDWGDWHLVWKDWRQHPDWH"

672&./(<

7KHGDWH±WKHGDWHLVWKHWKRI$XJXVW±

/$.26

<HDK

672&./(<



%52:1,1*

7KDQN\RX

672&./(<

'L±VRUU\,¶OOMXVWJLYHLWEDFNWR\RXMXVWWRVKRZ\RXWKH±WKHOHWWHU
WKDWZDVDWWDFKHGWKHDFWXDOLQYLWDWLRQ\RXFDQVHHWKHVLJQDWXUHEORFN
WKHUHKDV±

/$.26

'DU\O0DJXLUH

672&./(<

<HVWKH&KDLUSHUVRQIRUWKH1HZ6RXWK:DOHV3DUOLDPHQW±

/$.26

<HVIULHQGVKLSJURXS

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

<HDK
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672&./(<

6RGLGKHGLVFXVVWKDWJURXSLQWKHFRQWH[WRIWKLVLQYLWDWLRQZLWK\RX"

/$.26

,±,WKLQN±,WKLQNKHLQWURGXFHGWKHZKROHLGHDDVEHLQJVRPHWKLQJ
WKDWZDVUHODWHGWRZKDWKHZDVGRLQJZLWKWKDW

672&./(<

5LJKW

/$.26

%XWLWZDV±LWUHDOO\ZDVQ¶WVRPHWKLQJZH±,PHDQ\RXNQRZLIZH
ZHUHDQ$XVWUDOLDQGHYHORSHUWU\LQJWRVHOORXU±RXUSURGXFWWRD
&KLQHVHPDUNHWZKHUHZHKDGQRFRQWDFWZHOOSUREDEO\KDGKDVYDOXH
±

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

EXWZH¶YH±ZHV±\RXNQRZ&RXQWU\*DUGHQ¶VJRWWKHEHVWQHWZRUN
LQWKHEXVLQHVVVR

672&./(<

5LJKWDWWKDW±DV\RXVD\,¶P±,¶PDZDUHWKDWWKH\¶UHYHU\ODUJH±WKH
SDUHQWFRPSDQ\LVDYHU\ODUJHFRPSDQ\DQGGHYHORSHULQ&KLQD

/$.26

1XPEHURQHQRZ

672&./(<

<HDKQXPEHURQHULJKW

/$.26

<HDK

672&./(<

:HOOWKHWKHDUWLFOHV,UHDGZHUHDELWRXWRIGDWHµFDXVHWKH\VDLGQXP
±WKH\VDLGQXPEHUILYH

/$.26

<HDKQRZKHQ±ZKHQ±ZKHQ,MRLQHGZHZHUHLQWKHWRSILYH
VRPHZKHUH

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

:H±ZHEHFDPHQXPEHUWZRDERXWWKUHHPRQWKVDJR

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

$QGVRLW±WKH&KLQHVHGHYHORSHUVVHHPWRKDYHWKLVRQJRLQJ
FRPSHWLWLRQ,VRPHWLPHVXVHDGLIIHUHQWWHUPWRGHVFULEHLWEXW±DQG±
DQG,Dµ3¶VRPHWKLQJµLQJ¶FRQWHVW±

672&./(<

<HDK±\HDK

/$.26

ZKHUHWKH\IRUHYHUFRPSHWLQJZLWKHDFKRWKHULW¶VHJR,¶PSUHWW\VXUH
±

672&./(<

<HDK±\HDK

/$.26

DVWRZKR¶VWKHELJJHVW

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

$QGWKH\PHDVXUHWKDWEDVHGRQVDOHVPRVWO\UD±UDWKHUWKDQMXVDQGVR
RXU±RXUIRUHFDVWVDOHVUHYHQXHQRZIRUIRUWKFRPLQJ\HDULV
HTXLYDOHQWWRDKXQGUHGDQGWZHQW\ELOOLRQ±

672&./(<

:RZ

/$.26

$XVWUDOLDQGROODUVDQGWKDWPDNHVXVVRPHVLJQLILFDQWPDUJLQODUJHU
WKDQWKHQH[WQHDUHVWFRPSHWLWRU

672&./(<

2ND\
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/$.26

6R±

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

:HOOWKH\¶UH

672&./(<

7KH\¶UHKDSS\

/$.26

HLWKHU±HLWKHUFODLPLQJRUVHHNLQJWRFODLPQXPEHURQHSRVLWLRQ

672&./(<

6R,JXHVVLQWHUPVRIZKDWLIDQ\WKLQJKHFRXOGGRLIKHZDV
SHUIRUPLQJKLVUROHDVWKH&KDLUSHUVRQRIWKLV$VLD3DFLILF)ULHQGVKLS
JURXSLW¶VFHUWDLQO\DV\RXVD\QRWWRPDNHLQWURGXFWLRQVRYHULQ&KLQD
EHFDXVH\RXDOUHDG\KDYHWKDWH[WHQVLYHQHWZRUNVR,JXHVVLWZRXOGEH
DVD±DKDYLQJDSDUHQWFRPSDQ\IURP&KLQDSHUKDSVLQWURGXFLQJ
RSSRUWXQLWLHVKHUHLV$XVWUDOLD

/$.26

,±,WKLQN\RXNQRZ'DU\OLVDQHWZRUNHUWKHUH¶VQR±

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

TXHVWLRQ,IWKHUHZDVD&KLQHVHEXVLQHVVLQ&KLQDWKDWPLJKWQHHG±
PLJKWEHQHILWIURPDQLQWURGXFWLRQWR&RXQWU\*DUGHQLQ$XVWUDOLDKH
PLJKWGRWKDWEXW,FDQ W±,FDQ WWKLQNRIDQLQVWDQFHZKHUHWKDW¶VEHHQ
WKHFDVH±

672&./(<

1R

/$.26

EXWLW¶VSRVVLEOH

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

$QGSDUWLFXODUO\DQRWKHU&KLQHVHGHYHORSHUPLJKWKDYHODQG
VRPHZKHUHLQ$XVWUDOLDWKDWZHPLJKWEHLQWHUHVWHGLQEX\LQJDQG±DQG
,JXHVVDFURVVKLV&KLQHVHFRQWH[WWKHUHPLJKWEH\RXNQRZZHUH±
ZHUHWKHLQWURGXFWLRQVSHRSOHWKDW\RXNQRZWKHUHPLJKWEHVRPH
PXWXDOEHQHILWLQGRLQJEXVLQHVV

672&./(<

2ND\

/$.26

%XWKH¶VQHYHUUHDOO\,PHDQHKDDK,¶PYHU\PXFKDZDUHWKDWKHKDG
DQLQYROYHPHQWDVDJRYHUQPHQWSHUVRQLQYROYHGLQVRUWRIWKLV&KLQHVH
JRRGZLOOWUDGHFDOOLWZKDW\RXZLOOJURXSEXWLW¶VQRWVRPHWKLQJZH¶YH
HYHUPDGHSDUWLFXODUXVHRI±

672&./(<

6XUH

/$.26

ZLWKKLP

672&./(<

2ND\1RZ,¶OOMXVWJRRQWRWKHUH¶VDQRWKHUGRFXPHQWKHUHµGRFXPHQW
¶IRUWKHUHFRUGZKLFKLVDQHPDLOIURP*7+XWR\RXUVHOIUHJDUGLQJ
RUJDQLVLQJDOXQFKZLWK'DU\O0DJXLUH±

/$.26

<HV

672&./(<

LW¶VGDWHGWKHWKRI$XJXVW±

/$.26

<HV

672&./(<



/$.26

<HS<HS
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672&./(<

6RLI\RXUHDGWKURXJKWKHFRUUHVSRQGHQFH\RXVWDWHWR*7³Daryl has
been a great support to us and would like to meet you for lunch´6R
FDQ±FDQLWEHLQIHUUHGIURPWKDWVWDWHPHQWWKDWLWZDV0DJXLUHZKR
KDGUHTXHVWHGWKHPHHWLQJ"

/$.26

1R±LW±LWZDVDGLVFXVVLRQ,ZDQWHG'DU\OZDV±KKK±KDG±ZH±,
WDONHGWR'DU\ODERXWDSURMHFWZH¶YHJRWDW6W/HRQDUGV

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

:KHUHZHKDYHVRPHJRYHUQPHQWUHODWHGSODQQLQJSUREOHPVDQGWRVHH
LIKHFRXOGKHOS±

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

JHWXVLQIURQWRIWKHULJKWSHRSOH±

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

WRVHHLIZHFDQVRUWLWDQGKHZDV±KH¶VEHHQTXLWHKHOSIXOLQGRLQJ
WKDW

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

:HKDYHQ¶WJRWDUHVXOWRIDQ\WDQJLEOHGHVFULSWLRQ\HWEXW\RXNQRZDW
OHDVWLW¶VJHWWLQJVRPHDLU

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

$QGDWWKDWSRLQWLQWLPH*7KDVQ¶WUHDOO\PHW'DU\ODQG,WKRXJKWLW
ZDVJRRGIRUKLPWRPHHWKLPVRWKDWZDVDFWXDOO\P±,VXJJHVWHGWR
'DU\OWKDWKHVKRXOGPHHW*7±

672&./(<

5LJKW

/$.26

DQGLWZDVLW±LW¶VDOVRDOLWWOHELWRILQWHUQDOSROLWLFNLQJIRUPHLQWKDW
LW¶VNLQGRIWKH&KLQHVHDUHGLIIHUHQWWRZRUNIRUDQGLWZDVNLQGRI
JRRGIRUPHWRVV±WREHDEOHWRLQWURGXFH±

672&./(<

6XUH

/$.26

*7WRDJRYHUQPHQWPLQLVWHU±

672&./(<

6XUH

/$.26

DQGKDYHOXQFKLQWKH±LQWKHUHVWDXUDQWRI3DUOLDPHQW+RXVH±

672&./(<

<HS

/$.26

LW¶VNLQGRI±

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

7LP±7LP¶VNLQGRIFRQQHFWHGWR\RXNQRZ±

672&./(<

<HDK±\HDK

/$.26

VRUWRIIUHIOHFWVZHOORQPH

672&./(<

$EVROXWHO\

/$.26

6RWKHUH¶VVRPHRIWKDW±

672&./(<

<HS
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/$.26

LQWKDWDVZHOO

672&./(<

<HDK,FDQXQGHUVWDQGWKDW±

/$.26

<HDK

672&./(<

IURPDFXOWXUDOSRLQWRIYLHZEXW,WKLQNLQDQ±DQ\EXVLQHVVZRXOG
DSSUHFLDWHWKDW±

/$.26

<HDK

672&./(<

OHYHORIFRQQHFWLRQ±

/$.26

<HDK

672&./(<

\HDK2ND\VRLWZDVVRPHWKLQJWKDWZDVRUJDQLVHGE\\RXUVHOI±

/$.26

%\PH

672&./(<

DQGLWZDV 81,17(//,*$%/( IRUWKRVHSXUSRVHV ,1$8',%/( 
±

/$.26

$QG'DU\OZDVPRUH±PRUHWKDQKDSS\WR±

672&./(<

6XUH

/$.26

EHDSDUWLFLSDQW

672&./(<

$QGVRLQWHUPVRIVXSSRUWLYH\RX¶UHUHIHUULQJWRKLVDVVLVWDQFHLQ
PDNLQJVRPH±RUDUHSUHVHQWDWLRQVRULQWURGXFWLRQV±

/$.26

7KDWZDVDSDUWLFXODUUHIHUHQFHWR6W/HRQDUGV\HDK

672&./(<

\HS±

/$.26

<HDK

672&./(<

6RUU\MXVWJRLQJEDFNWRWKDWGRFXPHQW,WKLQNWKHRWKHUWKLQJ,MXVW
ZDQWHGWRDVN\RXDERXWZDVMXVWWRFODULI\IRUWKHUHFRUGLWVD\V³Daryl
is a minister in the New South Wales Government and well connected
in both government and also some Chinese business circles. He’s a bit
of a deal broker and also willing to help with Government matters. It
would be good for you to know him´6RZKDWGR\RXWK±GLG\RX
PHDQWRFRQYH\WR*7ZKHQ\RXVDLGDELWRIGHDOEURNHU"

/$.26

2KWKDWKH¶V±,JXHVV\RXNQRZG'DU\OKDVEHHQSSWKH&DPSVLHGHDOV
DQGWKLQJVOLNHWKDW

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

<HDKMXVWWKDWKH¶VDJX\WKDW¶VDFWLYH,JXHVV

672&./(<

6XUH

/$.26

'±G±,WKLQN±,GRQ¶WNQRZLIWKLVJRHVEDFNIDUHQRXJK,±,WKLQN,
±,PHVVDJHG*7WRVD\OHW¶VGRWK±DQGWR'DU\ODQGKH¶VFRPHEDFN
WRVD\LQJZKR¶V'DU\O

672&./(<

0P

/$.26

$QG,¶PVD\LQJVRUU\,WKRXJKW\RXNQHZ±

672&./(<

<HDK
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/$.26

ZKR'DU\OLV"

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

6RWKHQ,H[SODLQHG±

672&./(<

([SODLQHG

/$.26

ZKR 81,17(//,*$%/( ±

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

NLQGRIP\SHUFHSWLRQRI'DU\O±

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

,VXSSRVH

672&./(<

<HDKRND\WKDQNV2KZH¶UHRQO\DVNLQJEHFDXVH±

/$.26

,¶PQRW 81,17(//,*$%/( 

672&./(<

\RX¶UHWKHDXWKRU

/$.26

<HS

672&./(<

+HUHWRJLYHLWVRPHPRUHFRQWH[W

/$.26

<HS

672&./(<

6RWKHILQDOGRFXPHQW,ZDQWHGWRVKRZ\RXLVMXVW±LW¶VDQRWKHUHPDLO
IURP'DU\O0DJXLUHWR\RXUVHOILW¶VDFWXDOO\IRUZDUGLQJDSUHVVUHOHDVH
DERXW±

/$.26

2K\HV

672&./(<

3DUUDPDWWDSURSRVDO

/$.26

<HV

672&./(<

$QGLW¶VGDWHGWKHUGRI6HSWHPEHUUHJDUGLQJ&KDUOHV±
&KDUOHV6WUHHW3DUUDPDWWD'R\RXNQRZZK\KHIRUZDUGHGWKDWHPDLO
WR\RX"

/$.26

'DU\OSHULRGLFDOO\ 81,17(//,*$%/( IRUZDUGVWKLQJVWRPHZKLFK
LVOLNHJRYHUQPHQWQHZVZKHUHVRPHWKLQJVKDSSHQLQJ

672&./(<

<HS

/$.26

$QGLQJRYHUQPHQWWKDW¶V±DQG±DQG,WKLQNKHSUREDEO\VHQWWKDWWR
PHRQWKHEDVLVZHOOPD\±DQGKHGLGQ¶WVD\EXWPD\EHZHVKRXOGEH
ORRNLQJLQWKHDUHDIRUVLWHV\RXNQRZ

672&./(<

2ND\

/$.26

+H¶VWKH±WKHJRYHUQPHQWGRHVWKHVHVRUWVRIUHOHDVHVWKDW\RXGRQ¶W
DOZD\VVHHXQOHVV\RXKDSSHQWRUHDGWKHULJKWQHZVSDSHUDWWKHULJKW
WLPH

672&./(<

<HDK±\HDKVXUH

/$.26

6RQRWDORWRILWEXWWKHUH¶VSUREDEO\EHHQWZRRUWKUHHRFFDVLRQV
ZKHUH±





3DJHRI
Volume 27

921

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT
E15-0078-096-0001









672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

'DU\O¶VIRUZDUGHGVLPLODUWKLQJVWRPH±

672&./(<

'R\RXUHFDOO±

/$.26

DVD±

672&./(<

VRUU\

/$.26

<HDKSUREDEO\µFDXVH,±,WKLQN,¶PSUREDEO\RQDPDLOLQJOLVW

672&./(<

3UREDEO\

/$.26

<HDK

672&./(<

'R\RXUHFDOOKDYLQJDQ\VSHFLILFGLVFXVVLRQVDERXWWKDWVLWH±

/$.26

1R

672&./(<

DW&KDUOHV6WUHHW3DUUDPDWWD"

/$.26

1R,GLGQ¶WNQRZDQ\WKLQJDERXWWKDWRQH

672&./(<

2ND\+DV±KDYH\RXJRWDQ\TXHVWLRQVDERXWDQ\RIWKRVHSDUWLFXODU
LVVXHV±

%52:1,1*

1R

672&./(<

,MXVWZDQWWRPRYHRQWRVRPHJHQHUDOVWXII

%52:1,1*

1R

672&./(<

+DV'DU\O0DJXLUHHYHURIIHUHGRUDJUHHGWRVSHDNWRRWKHU0LQLVWHUV
RQEHKDOIRI&RXQWU\*DUGHQ"

/$.26

<HDK,D±ZHDVNHGKLPZKHWKHUZLWKUHVSHFWWRV6W/HRQDUGVWRKHOS
±

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

$QGKH±DQG±DQGWKH±WKH0LQLVWHUZHQHHGHGWRUHDOO\JHWVRUWRI
KLVDWWHQWLRQZHQHHGHGWRJHWLVLVWKH3ODQQLQJ0LQLVWHU5RE6WRNHV
±

*5$,1*(5

6XUH\HS

/$.26

$QG±DQG'DU\OVDLGWKDWKH\RXNQRZVLWVRULV±LQWKH±LQWKH
KRXVHRI3DUOLDPHQWKLVSK\VLFDOORFDWLRQLVUHDVRQDEO\FORVHWRZKHUH±

672&./(<

2ND\

/$.26

5RE6WRNHVVLWV

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

,¶YHQHYHUJRQHDQGORRNHGEXW,WDNHKLVZRUGIRULW

672&./(<

6XUH

/$.26

$QG±DQGWKDWKH±KHZDV±KHZDVDEOHWR±

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

FRPPXQLFDWH
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672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

7KDWWKHUH±WKHUHZDV 81,17(//,*$%/( KH±KHDVNHGXVWRZULWH
DGRFXPHQWDERXW6W/HRQDUGVDQGWKHSUREOHPVVRWKDWKHKDG
VRPHWKLQJWR±WRFRPPXQLFDWHWR5RE6WRNHV

672&./(<

<HS

/$.26

$QG\HDKWKDW±WKDW¶VSUREDEO\WKHH[WHQWRIWKDW

672&./(<

2ND\+DVKHHYHURIIHUHGWRVSHDNWRVRPHRQHZLWKLQWKH'HSDUWPHQW
RI3ODQQLQJRQEHKDOIRI&RXQWU\*DUGHQ"

/$.26

'DU\OPHQWLRQVQDPHVRISHRSOHLQGLIIHUHQWGHSDUWPHQWV

672&./(<

<HS

/$.26

$QG,RIWHQGRQ¶WNQRZZKRWKHSHUVRQUHDOO\LV,±,WKLQNLWZDVRQO\
UHDOO\5RE6WRNHVKHZDVWDONLQJWR±

672&./(<

2ND\\HS±

/$.26

DK±

672&./(<

WKH0LQLVWHU

/$.26

<HDKDQGWKHQWKH0LQLVWHUZDVJRQQDSDVVLWGRZQWKHOLQHWR
ZKRHYHU

672&./(<

6XUH

/$.26

<HDK

672&./(<

'LGKHHYHURIIHURUDJUHHWRVSHDNWRDQ\FRXQFLOORUVDWORFDOFRXQFLOV
RQEHKDOIRI&RXQWU\*DUGHQ"

/$.26

:H¶YHQHYHUDVNHG

672&./(<

2ND\

/$.26

<HDK

672&./(<

$QGKH¶VQHYHURIIHUHG"2ND\'LG'DU\O0DJXLUHHYHURIIHUWR
SURYLGHSDLGFRQVXOWDQF\VHUYLFHVWR&RXQWU\*DUGHQ"

/$.26

1R

672&./(<

+DVKHHYHUDVNHGIRUDUHWDLQHUIHH"

/$.26

1R

672&./(<

+DVKHHYHUDVNHGIRUDQ\FRPPLVVLRQ"

/$.26

1R

672&./(<

6XFFHVVIHH"

/$.26

1RQRIHHVDWDOO

672&./(<

1RIHHV2ND\,VWKHUHDSRVLWLRQDW&RXQWU\*DUGHQFDXVHG6WUDWHJLF
3ROLF\(QJDJHPHQW'LUHFWRU"

/$.26

1RWWKDW,NQRZRI

672&./(<

$Q\SRVLWLRQHYHUFRQWHPSODWHGRIWKDWW\SH"
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/$.26

1RWLQP\WLPHQR

672&./(<

2ND\

/$.26

6RXQGVTXLWHIDQF\EXW±

672&./(<

,WGRHV±

/$.26

QR

672&./(<

,WGRHV+DYH\RXHYHUKHDUGRIDFRPSDQ\FDOOHG*DWH:D\
LQWHUQDWLRQDO",WVVSHOW

/$.26

,WULQJVDEHOO

672&./(<

LWVVSHOW VSHOOV µ*:D\¶*DWHZD\,QWHUQDWLRQDO

/$.26

5LQJVDEHOO,FDQ WWKLQNRIZK\

672&./(<

2ND\

/$.26

*:D\2KPD\EHQRWWKH±ORRN±ORRNWKHUH±WKHUH¶VDIHZ
GHYHORSPHQWFRPSDQLHVWKDWDUHDURXQGWKDW¶YHJRWJDWHZD\LQWKHLU
QDPHV±

672&./(<

7KLVLV±WKLVLVDEXVLQHVVQHWZRUNLQJFRPSDQ\

/$.26

1HWZRUNLQJ"

672&./(<

0P

/$.26

1R

672&./(<

1R

/$.26

,GRQ¶WWKLQNVR

672&./(<

'R\RX±KDYH\RXHYHU±

/$.26

:K\LVWKLVVRPHWKLQJWKDW,VKRXOGNQRZDERXW"

672&./(<

1RZHOO,GRQ¶WNQRZ0D\EH\RX¶UHPLVVLQJRXW

/$.26

<HDK

672&./(<

'R±KDYH\RXHYHUEHHQLQWURGXFHGWRVRPHRQHFDOOHG3KLO(OOLRW"

/$.26

1R,¶PVXUHQRW

672&./(<

+DV±KDV'DU\O0DJXLUHHYHULQWURGXFHG\RXWRDQ\RIKLVDVVRFLDWHV
DSDUWIURPWKHRQHVWKDWZHVRUWRIGLVFXVVHGWRGD\"

/$.26

1RWUHDOO\QR,PHDQWKHUH±WKHUH±WKHUH¶VEHHQ±QRQRWUHDOO\LW¶V
PRVWO\ZH¶UHWDONLQJ±KH¶V±KH¶VWDONHGDERXWGLIIHUHQWSHRSOHDQG
GLIIHUHQWSURMHFWVDWGLIIHUHQWWLPHV

672&./(<

0P±PP

/$.26

%XWWKHRQO\SHRSOHWKH\ZHU±ZHUH±ZDVUHDOO\LQWURGXFHGWRZDVWKH
±WKH±WKHWZR&DPSVLHGHYHORSHUV

672&./(<

2ND\±
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/$.26

2KWKHUHZDV±WKHUHZDVVRPHSHRSOHWKDWKDGVRPHODQGDWQRZ
KDQJRQZKDWZDVWKHUHQDPH"7KH\GLGQ¶WGRDQ\WKLQJZLWKWKDW
HLWKHU8P±,FDQ WWKLQNRIWKHLUQDPH

672&./(<

,VDZVRPHGRFXPHQWVDFWXDOO\WKDWZHUHUHWXUQHGWR&RXQWU\*DUGHQ
GLG±GLG'DU\O0DJXLUHHYHUVSHDNWR\RXDERXWDFTXLULQJODQGRZQHG
E\'RZQV1XUVHU\"

/$.26

7KDW 81,17(//,*$%/( WKHODQGWKDWZHUHWDONLQJDERXWZDVLW
0HQDQJOHRU±WKHUHZDVDJURXSWKDWZDVVRUWRI±IXQQ\JX\VUHDOO\±
WKDWVRUWRIKDGRSWLRQHGXSRUJRW±JRWVRPHVRUWRIFRQWUROWKH\ZHUH
WU\LQJWRGRWKHW\SLFDOWLFNDQGIOLFN,WKLQN

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

:LWKVRPHODQGDQG0DUWLQDQGEURNHUVRQHRIP\WHDPKDGDORRNHGDW
LWIRUPHDQGLW±LW±LWMXVWGLGQ¶WZRUN

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

,WZDVMXVWWRRORQJGDWHGZLWKWKH]RQLQJDQGWRR±WRRUHPRWHIURP
LQIUDVWUXFWXUH

672&./(<

6XUH

/$.26

$QG±DQGWKLQJV±

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

DQGLWZDVMXVWJRQQDKDSSHQVR±

672&./(<

2ND\

/$.26

ZHVDLGQR,GRQ¶WNQRZ,¶PQRWVXUHLIWKDW¶VWKHVDPHVLWH

672&./(<

1R,MXVWQRWLFHGWKDWVWXIIFDPHEDFNLQWKH±VRPHUHFRUG±WKH
UHFRUGVWKDW&RXQWU\*DUGHQJDYHXV±

/$.26

<HDK

672&./(<

,WKRXJKWWKDW±WKDWPD\EHZKDW\RX¶UHUHIHUULQJWR6LQFHRULJLQDOO\
EHHQFRQWDFWHGE\PHIRU±WRPDNHWKHVHHQTXLULHVKDYH\RXKDGDQ\
IXUWKHUFRQYHUVDWLRQVZLWK'DU\O0DJXLUH"

/$.26

<HDK

672&./(<

'LG\RXPHQWLRQWRKLPWKDW,&$&¶VPDGHVRPHHQTXLULHVDERXWKLP"

/$.26

<HV

672&./(<

$QGZKDWGLGKHVD\WR\RXDERXWWKDW"

/$.26

+HGLGQ¶WVHHPDWDOOFRQFHUQHG

672&./(<

2ND\$QGUHZGR\RXKDYHDQ\"

%52:1,1*

1R,GRQ¶W

672&./(<

1RRND\,VWKHUHDQ\WKLQJHOVHLQVRIDUDVLWUHODWHVWR0U0DJXLUH¶V
LQWHUDFWLRQZLWKGHYHORSHUVRUFRXQFLOORUVLQWKH&DQWHUEXU\DUHDWKDW
\RXWKLQNPD\EHRIUHOHYDQFHWRRXULQYHVWLJDWLRQ"
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/$.26

/RRNZHGLGQ¶WKDYHDQ\GLVFXVVLRQDERXW&DQWHUEXU\&RXQFLORU
&DQWHUEXU\&RXQFLOORUV

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

,GRQ¶WNQRZPD\EHLIZH¶GDFWXDOO\ERXJKWWKHSURMHFWWKDWPLJKWKDYH
FKDQJHG±

672&./(<

<HDK

/$.26

EXWWKHUHZDVQRQRZH±ZH¶GQRWKDG±\RXNQRZWKHIHOORZZKR
\RXPHQWLRQHGZKRZDVWKHWKLUGIHOORZDWWKH±LQ±LQWHUYLHZ\RX
NQRZ,WKLQN\RXPHQWLRQHGKHPLJKWKDYHEHHQDQ±DQH[&DQWHUEXU\
&RXQFLOORU

672&./(<

<HV

/$.26

%XW±EXWKHZDVUHDOO\TXLWHVLOHQWGXULQJWKDWPHHWLQJ

672&./(<

<HV

/$.26

7RDYHU\ODUJHGHJUHH,¶PQRWHYHQVXUHZK\KHZDVWKHUHWREH
KRQHVW

672&./(<

2ND\

/$.26

%XWQRWKHUH¶VQRGLVFXVVLRQDERXW&DQWHUEXU\&RXQFLO

672&./(<

2ND\:HOOWKDQN\RXYHU\PXFKIRU\RXUWLPHMXVWWR±WRFORVHWKH
LQWHUYLHZ,MXVWKDYHWRDVNVRPHIRUPDOTXHVWLRQV

/$.26

6XUH

672&./(<

+DYHWKHDQFKHUV±DQVZHUVUHFRUGHGLQWKLVLQWHUYLHZEHHQPDGHRI
\RXURZQIUHHZLOO"

/$.26

<HV

672&./(<

+DVWKHUHEHHQDQ\WKUHDWSURPLVHRULQGXFHPHQWKHOGRXWWR\RXWR
JLYHWKHDQVZHUVJLYHQ±

/$.26

1R

672&./(<

LQWKHLQWHUYLHZWRGD\"

/$.26

1RQRQHDWDOO

672&./(<

+DYH\RXJRWDQ\FRPSODLQWVDERXWWKHPDQQHULQZKLFKP\VHOIRU
$QGUHZKDYHFRQGXFWHGRXUVHOYHVKHUHWR±WRGD\"

/$.26

1RQRQHDWDOO

672&./(<

2ND\WKDQN\RXIRU\RXUWLPHLW¶VQRZ±

/$.26

<RX¶UHZHOFRPH

672&./(<

DQGWKHLQWHUYLHZLVFRQFOXGHG
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INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION
RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN INVESTIGATOR CAROL WONG AND
INVESTIGATOR PAUL GRAINGER OF THE INDEPENDENT COMMISSION
5

AGAINST CORRUPTION AND ADRIANA LIONS AT THE CRIME AND
CORRUPTION COMMISSION, FORTITUDE VALLEY ON 25 OCTOBER 2018
TIME:

UNSPECIFIED

PRESENT:

INVESTIGATOR CAROL WONG
INVESTIGATOR PAUL GRAINGER
ADRIANA LIONS

WONG:

OK. The date is the 25th of October, 2018, and we're currently at the
Crime and Corruption Commission located at level 2, North Tower,
Green Square, 515 St Pauls Terrace, Fortitude Valley. This is an
interview with Adriana Lions. Just for the purposes of voice ID, can I
get everyone in the room to state their full name - yep, their full name,
please. So start with you, Adriana.

LIONS:

Adriana Elizabeth Lions.

WONG:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Paul Grainger.

WONG:

And Carol Wong. So the interview conducted today will be voice
recorded. Do you consent to having your voice recorded?

LIONS:

Yes.

WONG:

Yep. So basically, the allegation - the Independent Commission Against
Corruption - so for the purposes of this recording we'll just refer to them
as "the commission."

LIONS:

Sure.

WONG:

Is investigating an allegation that since 2012, Mr Daryl Maguire engaged
in conduct that involved in the breach of public trust by using his public
office, involving his duties as a member of the NSW Parliament and the
use of parliamentary resources to improperly gain a benefit for himself,
an organisation known as G8way International Pty Ltd and associated
persons. So just basically going through the formalities. So this is a
voluntary process.

LIONS:

Yep.

WONG:

So the commission is not exercising its coercive power at this time, so
you do not have to say anything or do anything unless you - unless you
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LIONS:

Yes.

WONG:

Yep. So basically, what we mean by "evidence," so the commission
refers that - for the commission purposes, if this matter does goes into,
like, a criminal prosecution, it may be - it may be used in evidence, so
that's what it kind of means. So do you understand that?

LIONS:

Yes.

WONG:

OK. So under the provisions of the ICAC Act, it is a criminal offence to
wilfully make a false or misleading statement to an officer of the
commission exercising an - an official function under this act. So
anything you basically tell us today has to be true. Do you understand
that?

LIONS:

Yes.

WONG:

Yep. So just so there's no misunderstanding, both Paul and I are officers
of the commission, and in conducting this interview we are exercising
our function under the ICAC Act.

LIONS:

OK.

WONG:

OK? So just briefly, Adriana, so you’ve said your full name, and just
your - can I just get you to state your date of birth, please.

LIONS:

Uh-huh.

WONG:

Sure. And basically, when did you start working for Daryl?

LIONS:

2015.

WONG:

2015, yep.

LIONS:

Around September, I believe.

WONG:

OK. And how did - how did the role come - come to you, basically?

LIONS:

I was Miss Wagga Wagga.

WONG:

Yep.

LIONS:

So I met Daryl through some events that were held as part of that quest.

WONG:

Sure.

LIONS:

And he approached me and offered me a job when one became available
in his office.

WONG:

Mmm. And what was your role, basically, with - with work - when you
were working with Daryl?

LIONS:

I was an electorate officer.

Volume 27

940

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

5

10

15

20

25

30

WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

Over the - I worked for him over a period of years with a break
in-between.

WONG:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

So during that time I did almost all roles within the office. So -

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

I was at the front counter talking to people when they came in.

WONG:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

Answering the phones, responding to correspondence, booking travel -

WONG:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

- flights and accommodation.

WONG:

Sure.

LIONS:

I did some of the - not sure what the term was, but accounting, like, the
bookwork.

WONG:

Yep.

LIONS:

Yeah. So almost - almost everything, I think.

WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

And were you working on a part-time or full-time basis?

LIONS:

It changed.

WONG:

Oh, it changed.

LIONS:

Yeah. I started off as part-time.

WONG:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

And then I moved into full-time.

WONG:

Sure.

LIONS:

Yeah, that was the first time I worked for him. And the second time, I
was full-time from the beginning, I think.

WONG:

OK. And just to confirm, you're based in the Wagga Wagga Election
Office?

LIONS:

The - yes, yep.
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WONG:

OK. Just have a look.

GRAINGER:

Just - just one question, sorry.

WONG:

Yep.

LIONS:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

You said then that you’ve undertaken all the roles in the office.

LIONS:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Did particular people have particular roles within the office?

LIONS:

Yes. There was an EO1 and an EO2.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

And I just changed between those roles at different stages. So when I
initially started working for Daryl, I was in the EO2 role, the inferior
role.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

The lower role. And then when I came back to work for him, that's when
I learnt some of the higher duties, I suppose. So that was things like
booking travel and - oh, managing the diary was one as well, and the
bookwork. Yep.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

WONG:

OK.
And did you have any, like, responsibility for booking
appointments and meetings when he was in Sydney as well?

LIONS:

Here and there. He did have a - I think just one staff member in Sydney -

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

- who I would liaise with -

WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

- when I was managing the diary.

WONG:

Sure.

LIONS:

And he would prefer her to book most of the appointments, but
sometimes he would ask me to book them.

WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

And what's the name of that staff member?

LIONS:

Mmm, that's a good question.
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WONG:

Uh-huh. Only if you remember.

LIONS:

Yeah. Oh, no, I don’t. I'm sorry.

WONG:

No. That's fine. OK. Did you have any other questions?

GRAINGER:

What – Were the staff member, what year, roughly, it was from when
you started and until you finished, the same person all the time?

LIONS:

Yep, the same person. Oh, probably she'd been there -

GRAINGER:

Nicole?

LIONS:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

Yep. She was there for a long time, I think.

GRAINGER:

Nicole Hatton?

LIONS:

Yes.

WONG:

Yep, OK. So I've just got a copy of your - I just hope that - just quickly
show you. Just a copy of your employment agreement. Can I just have get you to have a look at that.

LIONS:

Yep.

WONG:

And so as part of this agreement, did you receive, like, some sort of
document, such as, like, a code of conduct as part of - as part of, like,
your employment agreement package?

LIONS:

Yeah. I can't -

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

I can't remember the exact name of the document. But I did get, like,
quite a thick document -

WONG:

Yep.

LIONS:

- to read through. That was issued from the parliament.

WONG:

From the parliament?

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

OK. I've got a copy of the - basically, like, the parliamentary code of
conduct.

LIONS:

Uh-huh.

WONG:

This might not be the copy that you had signed or previewed at the time.
So I'll just give you that. And I'll let you go through the - the document.
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LIONS:

Sure.

GRAINGER:

What's the TRIM reference to the first one you’ve shown

WONG:

So the first - so the TRIM reference for the first document, which is the
employment agreement, is D-1-0-5-2-0-0-9-2, and I'm now showing
Adriana the parliamentary staff code of conduct, which is
1-0-5-1-9-8-6-4. So you don’t have to read, like, word for word.

LIONS:

Oh, OK.

WONG:

But just if you - if this document looks familiar.

LIONS:

Right, OK.

WONG:

Yep.

LIONS:

I don’t - I don’t know whether the document looks familiar, but all of the
things that I'm reading I feel I've read before.

WONG:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

Yeah. And to be honest, I probably wasn’t - I probably didn’t read it
thoroughly enough -

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

- when I first started working there.

WONG:

Mmm, sure. And so do you remember receiving other similar document
to this?

LIONS:

Yeah, I did receive -

WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

And do you recall when it's commenced employment, or even during during your - during your employment as an election officer -

LIONS:

Mmm.

WONG:

- receiving any type of training or code of conduct training?

LIONS:

I'm not sure about code of training specifically.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

But I did go to Parliament House for some training.

WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

Just general - I think that was, like, electorate officer training.

WONG:

OK. Anything about, like, ethics as a - as an electorate officer, anything?
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LIONS:

I'm sure they would've touched on it.

WONG:

Yep.

LIONS:

But there was no - it was a one day training course, so it would've been -

WONG:

Sure.

LIONS:

- you know, one slide on a PowerPoint or something. Yeah.

WONG:

Yep, OK. But do you recall kind of signing a document like this and -

LIONS:

Mmm. I feel like I would have, but I can't - yeah, I can't tell you honestly
that I can picture myself, you know, reading, thinking about the fact I'm
signing something about ethics -

WONG:

Yep.

LIONS:

- and then signing it.

WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

No problems. So as an electorate officer, have you been directed to do
any type of work that you were concerned about as leading to, for
example, a possible conflict of interest?

LIONS:

No.

WONG:

No. And what about a private gain, a private gain at public expense?

LIONS:

No.

20

WONG:

OK. And what about, for example, has anything, for example - sorry, I'll
withdraw that. So have you, or do you recall any situations where
you’ve, for example, seen Maguire, Daryl or any staff members done
anything as a parliamentary staff or as electorate officer that has kind of
raised any concerns to you?

25

LIONS:

No.

WONG:

No, OK. All right. OK. So I'll now show you a document, TRIM
number D-1-0-4-6-1-9-7-7, which is just basically Daryl Maguire's
supplementary ordinary return. Do you remember - do you remember,
like, submitting these documents on behalf of Daryl?

LIONS:

No. I don’t even know what that means.

WONG:

No, OK. So I'll just get you - just let you have a look, thanks.

LIONS:

I haven't -

WONG:

So just to refresh your memory.

LIONS:

Yeah.
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WONG:

So the - the supplementary returns all another document, which is called,
like, an ordinary return -

LIONS:

Uh-huh.

WONG:

- is basically, all ministers have, or any member of parliament has an
obligation to disclose any, for example, like, personal interests, any
financial investments they have under the ministerial code of conduct or
the members’ code of conduct.

LIONS:

Uh-huh.

WONG:

So ever so often, I think it's every year, is it, every -

GRAINGER:

Yearly or as of required.

WONG:

Or - or as required, they need to submit these - these - these returns to
say, you know, if I have any - anything to disclose. Do you remember
any - doing - submitting these - these returns on behalf of Daryl?

LIONS:

Mmm. It's all - it's sort of vaguely familiar.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

So Margaret, who I refer to in this email -

WONG:

Yep.

LIONS:

- she was the senior electorate officer -

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

- I believe since Daryl was first elected.

WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

And she was - she taught me how to do some of the other, like,
bookkeeping things -

WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

- I just mentioned before.

WONG:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

And I think probably in this instance, it was - I was asked just to get
Daryl to sign something and send the email.

WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

But I don’t - I don’t remember, like, compiling his supplementary
ordinary return or -

WONG:

Yep.

LIONS:

Yeah.
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WONG:

OK, that's fine. Thank you. All right. So whenever there's anyone who's
- who wants to meet Maguire, for example - for example, if there was a
person or an organisation -

LIONS:

Uh-huh.

WONG:

- who wanted to - to have a meeting with Maguire, have you ever been
asked to check the NSW Register of Lobbyists before arranging a
meeting for Maguire?

LIONS:

No.

WONG:

No.

GRAINGER:

Were you aware that one existed?

LIONS:

No.

WONG:

Uh-huh. All right. So have you - do you recall an - the Asia Pacific
Friendship Group?

LIONS:

Yes.

WONG:

Yep, OK. Could you maybe just tell me what it's about.

LIONS:

Oh, I knew that Daryl was a part of it.

WONG:

Yep.

LIONS:

We had a file on them.

WONG:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

I think I helped him organise one meet - it was maybe a meeting with
members of the group, but it was in Sydney. So I was sort of loosely
organise - helped -

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

- loosely helping to organise that with Nicole.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

And that's about the extent of my knowledge.

WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

Do you recall, like, what that meeting was for?

LIONS:

No.

WONG:

And do you recall who was part of that meeting, like -

LIONS:

No.
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WONG:

OK. Were they also members of parliament or - or consul generals?

LIONS:

I did organise an event with consul generals. I'm not sure that it was as
part of the Asia Pacific Friendship Group, though.

WONG:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

I - yeah, no. I'm sorry, I don’t remember.

WONG:

OK. That's fine. And do you know what type of, like, activities are
involved in - in, like, the Asia Pacific Friendship Group?

LIONS:

Oh, no. It - my involvement or understanding was just that they had
official events at Parliament House when people were - say, consul
generals were visiting -

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

- or, like, important people from other countries were visiting.

WONG:

Sure.

LIONS:

And they would host -

WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

- host them, yeah.

WONG:

Uh-huh. Sorry. Sorry, I'll just turn my phone -

GRAINGER:

You - you said before that you recall organising a meeting with consul
generals at one time.

LIONS:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Just tell me about that if you can.

LIONS:

I don’t even know which consul general it would've been.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

LIONS:

But yeah, that's - that's about as detailed as the memory is. I helped
Daryl - I helped to organise a trip that Daryl went on to - maybe it was,
like, Pacific Islands.

WONG:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

And he was meeting with some consul generals over there. So that's one
thing I remember doing. And then - but then I do know that there were
other instances were consul generals were visiting Parliament House, and
I liaised with Nicole to organise, like, a morning tea or an afternoon tea -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

- with them. Yeah. But that's -
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WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

I think that's about all the information I can give.

WONG:

Do you recall when that - that Pacific Islands trip was, or which year?

LIONS:

It was - so I was there - I feel like it would - would've been around the
end of 2016 or early 2017.

WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

Yep, mmm.

LIONS:

It was during - I worked for him for about a year, between mid-2016 to
mid-2017. It was during that time.

WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

All right. And do you remember any individuals who travelled with him
on that trip?

LIONS:

With Daryl? No. I was under the impression - well, my memory is that
he went on his own.

WONG:

OK. Mmm.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

So we'll maybe just touch on that - that trip again.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

We do have some - some documents that might prompt your memory.

LIONS:

OK.

WONG:

So I wanted to bring you back to the trip, the first trip that you went to in
- in China, in - I think it's Kunming?

LIONS:

Yeah, yep.

WONG:

Yep. And so that, we understand, was under your - as a - as when you
were Miss Wagga Wagga?

LIONS:

Yes, yep.

WONG:

Yep. And so how were - how did you become part of that trip?

LIONS:

As Miss Wagga? So -

WONG:

Yep.
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LIONS:

When you - when you win the Miss Wagga quest -

WONG:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

- you get sent on a trip to one of Wagga's sister cities.

WONG:

Sure.

LIONS:

And that year we were due to go to Kunming.

WONG:

Yep, OK.

LIONS:

Yep. And it's quite rare that the - Miss Wagga travels with -

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

- the State MP, or that they come on the trip. Yep.

WONG:

OK. And so who - who usually goes on, like, who attends on these - like,
goes to these trips?

LIONS:

So usually it's just Miss - the titleholder, and then there's a - a runner-up,
Community Princess.

WONG:

Yep, some - yep.

LIONS:

Yep.

WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

Yeah, so they usually go on their own.

WONG:

Sure.

LIONS:

But this year, for whatever reason we had a delegation -

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

- go with us, yep.

WONG:

OK. So I'll just bring up the itinerary for that (UNDECIPHERABLE)

LIONS:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So what was your - what - what did you do when you went there?

LIONS:

We just attended events. We went to banquets. We were hosted by the
Kunming Council.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

And I - I think they have members of a - like, a sister group society there
as well. So yeah, we went to banquets. We went to a trade expo, which
Daryl came to. There was a couple of agricultural investors, I think, that
were travelling with us, and they went out to a - a rural farm, so we went
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WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

OK. So I'll just show you document D-1-0-4-3-6-7-4-8, which is an
email dated 4th of June, 2015, which contains what we understand to be a
- an itinerary for that trip.

LIONS:

Yep.

WONG:

So I'll just have - let you go through that document.

LIONS:

Yep. That all looks pretty familiar.

WONG:

Uh-huh. So the activities in this itinerary was pretty much in what you what you did in China?

LIONS:

Yeah. Yep, it's all there.

WONG:

Mmm, OK. So we understand there was, I guess two - two delegations.
There was the official delegation, which was obviously yourself, the
Community Princess, and also some other members from the Wagga
Wagga Council, including the mayor and his wife. And then we also
understand there was a business delegation.

LIONS:

Mmm.

WONG:

So these - these people were Mr Philip Elliott.

LIONS:

Uh-huh.

WONG:

Christopher Egan and his wife, Carmel Egan.

LIONS:

Uh-huh.

WONG:

And Charles Bannatyne.

LIONS:

Uh-huh.

WONG:

And also a Miss Maggie Wang.

LIONS:

Yep.

WONG:

Yep. And do - do you recall these people being on that trip?

LIONS:

Yes. There was also Gillian Bannatyne was there as well.

WONG:

Yep, OK. OK. And what was your understanding as to why that - the the business delegation were also on that trip?

LIONS:

So I understood that Gillian, Charles, Chris and Carmel -

WONG:

Uh-huh.
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LIONS:

- wanted to, I think set up a feedlot in Wagga.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

And they were trying to forge connections with a feedlot just out of
Kunming.

WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

And so one day they went out and visited that feedlot, and I went with
them. And that was the only day I really spoke to them about what they
were doing.

WONG:

Sure.

LIONS:

So that was my -

WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

And was Maggie Wang and Phil - Philip Elliott, were they also at that
feedlot as well?

LIONS:

Mmm. I don’t remember. Mmm. I don’t remember. I definitely spoke
to them throughout the week they were there.

WONG:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

But I didn't speak to them as much. And I didn’t really understand what
their role was.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

I think Phil Elliott was maybe general manager of the council at the time,
maybe. And Maggie, all I knew was that she was from Sydney -

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

- and a friend of Daryl's.

WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

Yep. And what type of, like, conversations did you have with them?
Like, what, you know, did - what did they tell you as to why they were
there?

LIONS:

Oh, well -

WONG:

Do you recall?

LIONS:

I don’t really recall. And to be honest -

WONG:

Mmm.
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LIONS:

- they probably just gave me a very simplified version and spoke to me
about Miss Wagga stuff -

WONG:

Sure.

LIONS:

- more than business information.

WONG:

OK.

GRAINGER:

So - so on the trip, you have, as Carol has said, you have this official
delegation -

LIONS:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- and this secondary delegation.

LIONS:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And you have Daryl.

LIONS:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Now, where did Daryl fit into the whole scheme of things?

LIONS:

Yeah. I guess I saw him as kind of a floater in-between both. Like, he
was at - he was at some events that I went to, and then other times he was
doing his own thing, or him and Maggie were doing their own thing,
meeting with other people.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

Yeah. So I certainly wasn’t with him the whole time, but he was at a few
of the events I was at, yeah.

GRAINGER:

So you said sometimes he and Maggie were attending other events. How
did you know that was occurring?

LIONS:

Oh, I would - we would have breakfast together, for example. And I'd be
sitting with them at breakfast, and we'd be talking about what we were
doing for the day.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

And he would say, "Maggie and I have meetings." And then I'd say what
I was doing. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Mmm. And did Phil Elliott, was he part of that conversation as well?

LIONS:

Possibly.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

Yeah. He was probably the person I spoke to the least while I was there.
Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.
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WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

And I didn’t really understand. I didn’t ask questions and I didn’t really
understand what they were doing.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

So was your time spent mostly with the council delegation or -

LIONS:

Yeah, yeah, probably. Maybe like 75 per cent with the council
delegation. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh. Yep.

WONG:

OK. Did you have any - any further questions about the trip?

GRAINGER:

When - did you travel - like, when you travelled over there, who did you
travel with?

LIONS:

Just Sarah. Just -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

- the Community Princess, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. When you got there -

LIONS:

When we got there, we were - mmm, the mayor might've been there
when we got to the airport, 'cause we would've been sitting in different
parts of the plane. But we all stayed at the same accommodation.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

And I think that - from that - the night we got there, that was the first
event that we had with everyone. And I can remember everyone - like,
Daryl was there, Maggie was there, and the mayor and his wife. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Is - is the Miss Wagga Wagga quest something that's run by the council
or is it independent of the council?

LIONS:

I believe it used to be run by the council, but it's now independent.

GRAINGER:

OK.

LIONS:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So do you know how these trips also seemed to coalesce together? That
the fact you were going to Kunming, and then the council decided they
were going to go, or Daryl - how did it all sort of work out?
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LIONS:

I don’t really understand the inner workings of it. I've - my sort of
interpretation was that the council delegation were due to go over and
meet with whoever -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

- in Kunming. And so they just decided to come at the same time. And
then I don’t know. My understanding - this could be wrong -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

- is that Daryl would've known that we were going over, and he wanted
to connect Charlie, Chris, Carmel and Gillian with those investors in
China. So he just made the most of the opportunity.

GRAINGER:

OK. Are those - the four people you've mentioned then, are they graziers
in Wagga or are they - what, they run a property or -

LIONS:

I don’t think they run just a property.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

LIONS:

I think they have agricultural businesses.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

I think Chris is in finance, some sort of agricultural, like, economics.
And then Charlie and Gillian have a - I think they have a waste - some
sort of waste disposal business, maybe.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

I'm sure you could find it on Google or, I've found it on Google. Yeah.
And then - yeah, I'm not sure that Carmel has a particular, like, position.
Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yep. Mmm.

LIONS:

Yep. She's just a stay at home mum.

GRAINGER:

So when you came back -

LIONS:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- to - oh, so we'll go back a step. Perhaps it's best if you tell us -

LIONS:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- what you remember about the trip and who was where at what point in
time?

LIONS:

Sure. Shall I use the itinerary to prompt my memory or -

GRAINGER:

Yes, that's fine. Yep, yep.

LIONS:

Yeah. 'Cause it's all a bit of a -
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GRAINGER:

That was a while back.

LIONS:

- blur. So if we got there on Thursday, I remember Thursday night we
had a dinner somewhere, and I think I - definitely Daryl was there and
Maggie was there. And I was under the impression that it was a dinner
for his contacts. There were other people at the table who I didn't know.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

And they just invited us along for the sake of it. So I didn’t take part in
any particular conversations. People would just ask us about, you know,
being Miss Wagga. And then Friday, opening ceremony, I think - that
looks like Friday would've been the - there was a trade fair or expo on.
And I think there was a - like, a sister city booth at this trade expo.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

And so, like it says here, "City promotion and display of Miss Wagga."
So we literally got up on a stage and - and stood there on display for 20
minutes while people took photos and they rolled a - like, a PowerPoint
presentation about Wagga.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

And then that evening, buffet. We - we had heaps of, just like formal
dinners and banquets with - that was probably with the mayor, I think, of
Kunming, and a lot of other official delegates. There would've been
maybe 50 people in the room.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

And then Saturday - and Daryl would've been at that - that event as well.

GRAINGER:

Do you remember him being there?

LIONS:

Yeah. I don’t think we're on the same table but yeah.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

LIONS:

Saturday. I don’t remember a lot about - I can remember visiting the
wetland park. I don’t think Daryl was at that.

WONG:

And that was in the afternoon?

30

LIONS:

Yeah. I'm not sure about the meeting with the Kunming Municipality, or
the lunch. And then Sunday, sightseeing. I can remember going. I don’t
think Daryl was there. And then I think Monday was when I went out to
the feedlot with Charlie and Chris, et cetera. And I don’t - I don’t
remember Daryl being there either.

35

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

Yeah. Sorry, that's a bit vague.

WONG:

Do you remember Phil or Maggie being there?
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LIONS:

No. They'd - the only time I can picture Maggie was on that first
evening, Thursday at the dinner -

WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

- that we went to.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

And do you remember on the trip who Maggie or Phil were, I guess, like,
associating with most of the day? Like, would they be doing their own
thing or would they be with Daryl?

LIONS:

I feel like most of the time, if Daryl was - if I could see - if Daryl was
where I was, Maggie was with Daryl.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

Phil is not really - hasn’t made an impression in my memory. Yeah. But
that's about - that's about all.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

I'm not sure whether they would've done things on their own, separate to
Daryl. Yeah.

WONG:

Mmm. OK. So - OK. So we'll maybe just touch on Phil Elliott.

LIONS:

Sure.

WONG:

Do you - so apart from this trip, I guess, after the trip, has he had - has has he ever visited Daryl at his office?

LIONS:

Maybe. It would make sense if he had, but I don’t remember.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

OK. And do you know - and what's your understanding of his - his
affiliation with Daryl?

LIONS:

Oh, I don’t really - like, I'm - I don’t know whether I'm incorrect in
saying he was general manager at the time, or whether I've just made that
up.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

And that's about all I know. I - I think - was he even involved with the
council, Wagga Council?

GRAINGER:

I think - think the general manager at the time was Phil Pinyon at the
council.
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LIONS:

Oh, there you go. Yeah. Right. So that shows how little I understand.
Yeah.

WONG:

Mmm. OK. Anything about - no. OK. And what about Maggie Wang,
have you had any, I guess, any conversations or -

LIONS:

No.

WONG:

- interactions with her?

LIONS:

No. Other than there would've been a few, like, brief interactions on the
trip.

WONG:

Mmm. And what about after the trip?

LIONS:

Oh, I might've spoken to her on the phone.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

Did she go on that trip, the trip to the islands?

WONG:

In 2017?

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

Yes.

LIONS:

Yeah, OK.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

So I would've spoken to her organising that.

WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

Sure. And do you - yep.

GRAINGER:

What did you - what sort did you understand her to be?

WONG:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

I'm struggling to understand myself.

WONG:

Yep.

LIONS:

Well, I - yeah, I don’t really understand too. When I first met her, I
thought maybe she was a translator.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

But I could've just created that in my mind. I knew she was based in
Sydney and that she was kind of a - I saw her as like a go-between
between Daryl and his contacts in China. Yeah.
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GRAINGER:

Do you recall her doing any translation work while - whilst you're on the
trip?

LIONS:

No. So I don’t know whether I've just -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

- assumed that. Yeah.

WONG:

Mmm. And who were these contacts Daryl had in China?

LIONS:

I don’t know.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

And has he ever asked you to perhaps do any, like, liaison with - with
any - any contacts in China?

LIONS:

No. I don’t - mmm, I don’t think so.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

I knew that he had contacts in China.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

But I never - I never asked questions. Yeah. And so - and I don’t think
he would've just told - like, started speaking to me about it.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

OK. And were these, like, type of contacts, do you know, through sorry, I'll withdraw that. So were these contacts through the Asia Pacific
Friendship Group, to your understanding, of what you understood at that
time?

LIONS:

Oh, my understanding was that he had contacts from that based from that
group or drawn from that group -

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

- or also external contacts. Yeah.

WONG:

Sure. And has Maggie - have you ever observed Maggie at the electorate
office in Wagga?

LIONS:

Mmm. Not that I can recall.
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WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

And if she had of visited, it would've been just a fleeting, like, coming in
and grabbing Daryl or -

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

- Daryl picking her up and them going to a meeting or something.

WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

Yeah. She was never sort of based in the office or spent any time in the
office.

WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

Have they have - have they ever had any meetings in the electorate
officer?

LIONS:

Not that I can remember.

WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

Yeah, not that I can remember specifically.

WONG:

Yep.

LIONS:

Mmm.

WONG:

So you wouldn’t - would you - do you recall any conversations that
they’ve ever had or any topics of, like, meetings that they’ve ever had in
the past?

LIONS:

No. The only involvement I would've had was when I was making travel
arrangements for that trip to the islands, yeah.

WONG:

For that trip. OK, all right.

LIONS:

And the - like - like, they were meeting with people on that trip, which I
helped to organise. Yeah.

WONG:

Sure. OK.

GRAINGER:

We'll come to that.

LIONS:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Do you feel - and this is probably a fairly broad question - do you feel
Daryl took you into his confidence?

LIONS:

I don’t know whether I would word it that way. I did feel like he took
me under his wing.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.
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LIONS:

I don’t know if that's the same thing. But he - so you know, he
approached me and plucked me - I was in quite a good job before I
started working for him. And he was quite convincing to try and get me
to work for him, because I was - I was managing a private hospital prior
to working for Daryl.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

So it was a big deal for me to leave there. And he said to me - I don’t
have a -

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

10

LIONS:

- close relationship with my parents. So I think he saw me as a little bit
of a daughter figure, I suppose, and would offer to help out with things
like when I moved - when I came back and started working for him the
second time, it was because of a relationship breakdown, and I moved
from Adelaide back to Wagga.

15

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

And he offered to bring his trailer up to Adelaide and drive my things
back to Wagga. Things like that.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

LIONS:

So I felt as though he took me under his wing in that way.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And you said that someone like Margaret Pulver who'd been there for forever -

LIONS:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Do you think the relationship between Daryl and Margaret was different
to the relationship between you and Daryl?

LIONS:

Yeah, yes. I think - and I'm not trying to insinuate anything - but my
perspective was that Daryl had quite unique relationships with everyone
in the office.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

Yeah. So that would - he was - it was different with all of the staff
members there.

GRAINGER:

OK. Were you a member of the Liberal Party at all?

LIONS:

Was I? I became one when I - so I worked for Daryl for a year, and then
I moved to South Australia and worked for Cory Bernadi, who at the
time was a member of the Liberal Party.
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GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

And I joined the Young Liberal Party -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

- while I was working for him. And then I would've still been a member
when I returned to Daryl's office in 2016, 17. Yep.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

LIONS:

And I would've attended a couple of women's meetings for the Wagga
Wagga Liberal Party.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

LIONS:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

You still a member?

LIONS:

I don’t think so.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

Not active, obviously.

GRAINGER:

Do you still have aspirations of going into politics yourself?

LIONS:

No. I've always been very apolitical.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

LIONS:

So it was quite funny that I ended up working -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

- yeah, in politics.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

LIONS:

Yep.

WONG:

So I'll just quickly show you an email. So it's just reference number
D-0-5-1-9-9-6-2. So it was a - just quickly, did you have full access to
the shared mailbox of the electorate office, or was it pretty much -

LIONS:

Yeah. The electorate office email?

WONG:

Yeah.

LIONS:

Yep.

WONG:

And you had full access to that mailbox?

LIONS:

Definitely in the second - the second time I've worked for him.
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WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

I - and I believe, yeah, the first time that I worked for him. That's all.

WONG:

Sure, OK. So this - this email just kind of details a meeting that Daryl
has with Phil Elliott and Dolly Fu -

LIONS:

Uh-huh.

WONG:

- for the 8th of November, 2016.

LIONS:

Uh-huh.

WONG:

So I'll just quickly let you go through that email and see if it kind of
brings up any - see if you recall what - what that meeting was about at
all, or what the purpose of that meeting was for.

LIONS:

No, sorry.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

Dolly Fu doesn't ring any bells.

WONG:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

So I would've just read the - that would've just been written - written in
his diary -

WONG:

Yep.

LIONS:

- probably.

WONG:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

November 2016. And I - I don’t think I would've had full control of his
diary at that stage.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

So I probably wouldn’t have even made the meeting. I just would've
seen it in the diary and seen that it was a clash. And that's why I was
reading into it, yeah.

WONG:

Sure. And who would have access, full access to Daryl's diary?

LIONS:

Everyone had - everyone had access to it.

WONG:

Yep.

LIONS:

Could be because he had a physical diary, paper diary.

WONG:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

Yep, so we could all open it and see what was in there.

WONG:

OK.
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LIONS:

Yep.

WONG:

And what about, like, the electronic diary, who would - who wouldn’t
have responsibility for that?

LIONS:

I think at that stage it still would've been Margaret Pulver and Brenda
Tritton.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

They job shared.

WONG:

OK. Yep.

LIONS:

I - I'm not sure of the - the timing of when they started teaching me the
ropes with the diary -

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

- and therefore when I would've been granted access electronically.

WONG:

Yep.

LIONS:

And the same as Alexandra Mack, or Tierney, Alexandra Tierney. She
eventually had access to the diary as well, but I'm not sure when that
happened.

WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

And so you job shared with Alex at the time?

LIONS:

For a while, yeah.

WONG:

For a while.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

OK. Yep.

GRAINGER:

So there was essentially two full-time positions in the electorate office?

LIONS:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And one in Sydney?

LIONS:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And there was four people job sharing the two positions in -

LIONS:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- Wagga for a period of time?

LIONS:

Yeah.
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GRAINGER:

OK.

LIONS:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So when you came back the second time, whose place did you take?

LIONS:

Megan, who's another staff member who wasn’t there long-term. She
had come in to replace me.

GRAINGER:

Megan Tuck?

LIONS:

Yeah. But I don’t think that she ever was brought on permanently.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

And then Daryl - so Daryl said to me when I left that there would - he
didn’t believe my relationship would last and there would always be a
spot for me at the office.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

And then when I came back, he said that he had never put on permanent
leave because he didn’t think I would - my relationship would last. And
so he knew I'd be coming back, basically. And so he - he gave me my
job back and Megan was let go. Whether or not that's the truth or that's
just him, you know, blowing my trumpet, yep.

WONG:

So I'll just show you another email dated the 11th of November, 2016.
It's the reference number D-0-5-1-9-9-6-3. So this is an invitation to a
sign - signing ceremony of UWE Curra-bu-bu-la, is that how I -

GRAINGER:

Currabubula. Uh-huh.

WONG:

Currabubula, OK. Cattle export to China on Monday, the 21st of
November. So have you - do you have any recollection of - of an
organisation named - called U - UWE?

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

Yep, OK. And do you - do you recall the name of the director?

LIONS:

No.

WONG:

No, OK.

GRAINGER:

What do you remember about UWE?

LIONS:

Mmm, that's about all I know.

GRAINGER:

OK, OK.

LIONS:

I never really knew what they did, but I knew that Daryl had some
involvement, or was interested -

WONG:

OK.
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LIONS:

- in them, yeah.

WONG:

And did any of the representatives of UWE, did they ever visit Daryl at
his office?

LIONS:

I feel like the answer is yes.

WONG:

Yep.

LIONS:

But - but I can't remember specifics.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

OK. I'll just show you the - you can have a look.

10

LIONS:

I know I must appear very dense, but like to give you an insight. Jimmy,
I always knew Jimmy was a friend of Daryl's and had some connection to
China, the same as I had heard about this UWE. But I kind of just put
my head down and did organised events when I was asked to, and didn’t
really think kind of beyond that.

15

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

Yeah. So I couldn’t - like, I don’t really know what this event was about
or, yeah, why Daryl was even going.

WONG:

And so did you organise the trip for Daryl to go to China at the time?

LIONS:

China?

WONG:

Or, sorry, any - so not to China, so to -

GRAINGER:

Tamworth.

WONG:

- Tamworth.

LIONS:

Tamworth.

WONG:

Yep.

LIONS:

I think I booked the accommodation -

WONG:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

- and the flights, yeah.

WONG:

OK. And your understanding at the time, was he travelling as - as an
official member of parliament?

LIONS:

I guess I didn’t really question it. Like, if I was booking his travel as his
electorate officer, I would've assumed that he was travelling in his
capacity as -

WONG:

Mmm.
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LIONS:

- a Member of Parliament. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Did you ever help with Daryl that wasn’t in relation to his duties as a
member of parliament, like, holidays or that type of thing?

LIONS:

No, not to my -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

Yeah. Not that I can remember.

GRAINGER:

OK.

WONG:

OK. So do you remember if there was any stage during your
employment, like, were you aware if Maguire had made any type of, like,
representations to other ministers on behalf of - of this company?

LIONS:

Not that I can say with certainty. Like, the name's familiar, so I have
obviously -

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

- had some dealings with it, but I'm not sure why it's familiar. Yeah.

WONG:

OK. Yep. Do you have anything? All right. So the next topic is G8way
International. Are you familiar with this company known as G8way
International?

LIONS:

No, I don’t think so.

WONG:

No, OK. All right. And do you know if Daryl has ever been associated
with any, like, it's a company known as - known as G8way or G8way
International?

LIONS:

No.

WONG:

No? OK.

GRAINGER:

Did you have much to do with Daryl's primary interests at all, as in, what
he did other than being an MP?

LIONS:

I knew that he agisted horses on his property.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

That he liked old cars, doing up old cars. Yeah, I know - like, I knew - I
know who his son is, who his daughter is, and what they do for a living.
And his son lives at home with him. And I think I - maybe once I had
dinner out at Daryl's house. I've been out to his house before.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

But that was about the extent of it. Yeah.

WONG:

Mmm. And do you know if he's had any type of, like, business dealings
in China or anywhere, I guess overseas?
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LIONS:

No. I think - I knew he had connections in China -

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

- and that - I just know that he's a businessman, so I thought that maybe
he was doing, like, had business connections in China. But that is sort of
the extent of -

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

- my thought process, or - and my, like, knowledge of what -

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

- he did outside of work. Yeah.

WONG:

OK. And do you know if these, I guess, business connections, were they
for - your understanding at the time or even now - were they business
connections for himself outside his, I guess his - outside his life as an
MP?

LIONS:

I didn’t - to be honest, I didn’t know. Yeah.

WONG:

Mmm. OK.

GRAINGER:

Was Daryl was the type of person who spent a lot of time in the
electorate office, or was he come in occasionally?

LIONS:

Oh, no. He was there. If he wasn’t at - if Parliament wasn’t sitting, he'd
be in the office almost every day.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Was he a keep his door closed type of guy, or keep the door open?

LIONS:

No. Rarely was it closed.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So conversations that he had on the phone could be overheard in the - the
rest of the office?

LIONS:

Yeah. And I think, too, he likes to be able to hear our conversations. I
think, yeah. That's why he kept the door open -

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

- to keep us accountable.

WONG:

OK. Was there anything else you wanted to touch on? No. OK. Have
you ever heard of an organisation known as the Shenzhen Asia Pacific
Development Association, or short for SAPCDA?
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LIONS:

Yeah, the acronym sounds familiar.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

LIONS:

It could've - it could be familiar just because I've written it down in the
diary. Yeah.

WONG:

Sure, OK. Do you recall how Daryl was involved with this?

LIONS:

No.

WONG:

No? OK. Do you remember if anyone else who might've been
associated with this organisation?

LIONS:

No.

WONG:

No? OK. So I'll now show you an email dated the 31st of March, 2017,
which was an email Daryl sent to you. So the reference number for this
email is 1-0-4-4-1-9-9-7 -

LIONS:

Yep.

WONG:

- titled "SAPCDA MOU." So I'll just have a - I'll just show you and let
you have a look -

LIONS:

Mmm.

WONG:

- at that email.

LIONS:

So Daryl would've sent that to me to either print off and put in an
itinerary or print off and put on his desk so he could read it when he got
into the office

WONG:

Yeah.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

At the time, did you read through the - did you have a look at the content
-

LIONS:

No.

WONG:

- of this document?

LIONS:

No.

WONG:

Mmm. So at the end of the page, so it just says, "Daryl Maguire as
honorary president of the SAPCDA."

LIONS:

Uh-huh.

WONG:

Were you aware that he was associated with this - with this organisation
or this association?

LIONS:

I would've known. I would've known that he was president, yeah.
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WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

But I didn’t remember that until now, so -

WONG:

Yep.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

OK. And - and just with this email here. So this is Maguire's - Daryl's
email address -

LIONS:

Mmm.

WONG:

- MaguireTradingPL@

LIONS:

Uh-huh.

WONG:

Have you received any emails from Daryl from this email address?

LIONS:

Oh, not that I recall. He would forward us emails like he's done here,
forward us -

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

- emails from his own personal email address -

WONG:

Yep.

LIONS:

- I think to ours if he wanted something printed or -

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

- if it was relevant to something we were organising.

WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

Yeah. But I didn't - like, if you had of asked me if he had a private email
address, I wouldn’t have been to tell you that's what it was.

WONG:

Sure.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

OK. And there's a gentleman in this email, Simon Wang.

LIONS:

Uh-huh.

WONG:

Have you had any contact with this person?

LIONS:

Not that I can remember, no.

WONG:

No? OK. And do you know how he's kind of part of this - this Shenzhen
Norfolk Trading Company Ltd?

LIONS:

How Daryl's part of it or -
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WONG:

How - how he's associated with Daryl.

LIONS:

No.

WONG:

No?

LIONS:

No.

WONG:

OK. And so you remember that Daryl said that you recall Daryl sending
this document to you. Was is to add to a - a diary or -

LIONS:

I don’t remember specifically.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

But it would've been either to put into a diary that he was taking -

WONG:

Yep.

LIONS:

- an itinerary that he was taking with him.

WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

Because he would always take a paper itinerary.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

Or just to put in his in tray in his office for him to read through when he
was in the office. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Sure.

WONG:

OK.

GRAINGER:

Was Daryl a bit technically challenged?

LIONS:

"Old school" is probably how I would've said it. Yeah, we tried to get
him to go online but he never did -

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

- while I was there.

WONG:

OK. So we'll just briefly touch on the - the trip to the Pacific Islands.

LIONS:

Uh-huh.

WONG:

So from your understanding, what was the purpose of that - well, that
trip, basically?

LIONS:

Just meetings -

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

- with people who were important, but for what reason I didn’t know and
didn’t ask.
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WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

And do you know who those people were?

LIONS:

They'd probably sound familiar if you prompted me, but -

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

No, I don’t even remember if they were politicians or if they were
business people in these countries.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

And was this trip - was this a business trip for Daryl?

LIONS:

Oh, I don’t know.

WONG:

Mmm, OK.

GRAINGER:

So what do you remember about - so when you first became aware about
this trip -

LIONS:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- just tell us what you remember took place.

LIONS:

Just that Daryl was going, and that he wanted me to -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

- book, organise the accommodation, the flights, and some meetings.

GRAINGER:

OK. So the conversation with Daryl, was that face-to-face where he's
told you this, or was it over the phone, or -

LIONS:

Mmm. I'm not sure when he told me initially.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

But throughout the process of organising it, we would've spoken on the
phone, in person, and via email. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. So did he - is he - what details did he give you about what the trip so he said, "Flights, accommodation, meetings."

LIONS:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

You need to know some sort of idea of what was gunna take place, who's
going, that type of thing to tell you that.
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LIONS:

Yeah, yep. I think he got me - he got me to organise the - he told me
which countries he wanted to go to.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

And then I organised the itinerary based on how close they were
geographically and how the flight times would work out in terms of
getting to all of them -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

- in a particular period of time.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

So I would've done that first. I would've booked all the flights first, or
suggested flight times. And then he would've given me contacts, contact
information for the people that he wanted to meet with in those countries.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

And then I contacted them all and asked if they were available to meet
with him. And then I booked accommodation as well. And sometimes, I
can remember at least once incidence where I was booking
accommodation for someone else on the trip.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

Was it for someone in Australia or overseas?

LIONS:

I'm not sure. I'm not sure.

GRAINGER:

Do you remember how it was paid for?

LIONS:

Hmm. I - I don’t think so. Again, I would've assumed that it was a work
trip. Because when the other flights I'd booked for him, say, to Sydney
for Parliament -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

- you don’t - there's no, like, getting out a credit card and giving them
payment details.

GRAINGER:

All that's through whatever the company's called that does it?

LIONS:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

LIONS:

And I don’t - I can't recall him giving me credit card details, I don’t
think.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.
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LIONS:

I could be wrong. But I don’t remember -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

- thinking about, "Oh, you know, I'm booking this using your credit
card," or, "I'm booking this using parliamentary" -

GRAINGER:

OK.

LIONS:

- "travel." Yeah.

WONG:

So earlier - earlier on, you recall that Daryl travelled on his own for this
trip. Is that correct?

LIONS:

That's my memory, yeah.

WONG:

Yeah, OK. Do you recall Maggie going on his trip with you?

LIONS:

Oh, sorry, no, I said I spoke to her about it too.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

I do remember speaking to her about it. So yeah, she must have gone.

WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

I don’t know whether it was for the whole time or not, but -

WONG:

Yep. From my understanding, there were also two other gentlemen who
- who went on this trip.

LIONS:

Yep.

WONG:

Do you recall who they were?

LIONS:

This is sounding familiar.

WONG:

Yep.

LIONS:

No, I don’t.

WONG:

Uh-huh. OK.

GRAINGER:

Have you heard the name Gordon Tse before, T-S-E?

LIONS:

Yeah, that rings a bell.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

I couldn't tell you what he does or who he is.

WONG:

Mmm. There's another gentleman by the name of Hoyuen Li.

LIONS:

OK.

WONG:

H-O-Y-U-E-N, last name, Li, L-I.
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LIONS:

Uh-huh.

WONG:

Do you recall these names?

LIONS:

Yeah, the names sound familiar, yeah.

WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

So I would've booked, I would've done - booked some things for them as
well.

WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

Flights and/or accommodation.

WONG:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So in your capacity as an electorate officer -

LIONS:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- if you were booking the flights and the accommodation for this - this
trip -

LIONS:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- what - what was your view that the trip was for, where there's other
individuals?

LIONS:

Mmm. I know it doesn’t sound believable, and I - I do sound dense, but I
think I - I didn’t really think about it. I just booked it.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

And I didn't question it. Yeah. I mean, I certainly never assumed Daryl
was doing anything dodgy. I assumed that, you know, he knew what he
was doing and he - my job was just to do what he asked me to do. So
yeah.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall what capacity Daryl was going overseas as?

LIONS:

No. I mean, booking flights and things, I would always put "MP" at the
end of his name.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

'Cause you - your - your in the electorate office in Wagga Wagga and -

LIONS:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- from my understanding, Daryl's asked you to make some appointments
would be made with various countries -

LIONS:

Yeah.

Volume 27

975

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

5

10

15

20

25

30

GRAINGER:

- overseas -

LIONS:

Yep, yep.

GRAINGER:

- for, I understand it, was places like Fiji and Vanuatu, Samoa, Tonga,
and some Pacific Island countries.

LIONS:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So when you're ringing these people up, well, what are you saying to
them?

LIONS:

I would've been saying that I was calling from Daryl's electorate office.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

Yeah. And then just asking if they wanted to have a meeting with him.
Mmm.

GRAINGER:

So is it for some - there has to be a - so -

LIONS:

A reason.

GRAINGER:

A reason.

LIONS:

Yeah, a connection.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, yeah. That's right. What's it for?

LIONS:

Yeah, I - I agree with you.

GRAINGER:

It’s like - hi I’m Adriana from Wagga or whatever, I want Daryl to meet
you. I - I'm tryin' to figure out what -

LIONS:

Yeah. I - I don’t know whether they would've just known who he was or
- you probably know more than I do 'cause you’ve researched it. Yeah, I
don’t know.

WONG:

OK.

GRAINGER:

We've got to try and get your recollection as to that.

LIONS:

I know. And I feel like I - I probably sound very unbelievable because I I'm so vague.

WONG:

OK. And so do you recall booking any accommodation and flights for
the other three people who travelled with Daryl?

LIONS:

Yes.

WONG:

So there was, like, Maggie, Gordon and Hoyuen Li?

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

OK.

Volume 27

976

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

LIONS:

I definitely remember at least booking one flight. I might have booked
them all for all four.

WONG:

Sure, OK.

LIONS:

Yeah. And accommodation.

5

WONG:

Yep. OK. I'll just know show you another document at - which was
NEMA reference D-1-0-4-4-1-9-9-9, and it's just an email from Daryl to
yourself on the 16th of March, 2017. I'll get you to have a look at this
email. So Jimson Fiau, I think that's how you say his name, so he's the
minister of the Ministry of Rural Development from Solomon Islands.

10

LIONS:

Yep.

WONG:

And he's kind of asking Daryl to request, like, a formal invitation to his
ministry and requesting assistance with accommodation -

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

- and meal expenses.

LIONS:

Yep. He's got - Daryl's got here, "also the friends in China." That's often
what he would say. Like, "my friends in China."

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

Like, that's how vague it was.

WONG:

OK. And these Chinese friends that he's referred to in - in this email -

LIONS:

Mmm.

WONG:

- do you know if they're referring to friends - other friends he has in
China, or are they referring to any of the individuals that are travelling
with him?

LIONS:

I don’t know.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

I don’t know.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

This - I vaguely remember this request, though, to book the extra
accommodation. Again, I would've just done it. I wouldn’t have asked -

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

- questions.

WONG:

So this is the accommodation for Jimson and -

LIONS:

Yeah.
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WONG:

- his - his associates.

LIONS:

Yep.

WONG:

OK. And do you recall for paid for that - those accommodation and meal
expenses?

LIONS:

No, not with certainty.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

So do you normally, when do you the booking, like, does - does Daryl
have his own, I guess, like, credit card that you - you use for the
booking?

LIONS:

He must have given me a credit card, hey.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

I know he did have a photocopy of his personal credit card.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

So I'm - I'm assuming that that's what I used.

WONG:

Yep.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

OK. And at the time when you received this email, so the very - the
bottom - the last - the - the first email in this chain -

LIONS:

Yep.

WONG:

- which is where he refers to his Chinese friends -

LIONS:

Mmm.

WONG:

- do you recall at the time reading this, just this email?

LIONS:

The casino? No.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

I remember the - helping to organise the equipment for the Good
Samaritan Hospital.

WONG:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

Yeah, no.

WONG:

OK.
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LIONS:

But that - yeah, so that might've not come from that email, the Good
Samaritan Hospital.

WONG:

Sure.

LIONS:

If I -

WONG:

All right. And - because prior to this trip, was there anything else, do
you recall, of Daryl asking you to - to do? So for example, contacting contacting, like, you know, the consul generals or any - any government
officials as a part - as part of this trip?

LIONS:

I - I think I did.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

But I can't - I couldn’t give you exact examples.

WONG:

Yep.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

And do you remember how he kind of asked you, and, like, the purposes
as to why he's requesting to meet with these people?

LIONS:

Oh, I doubt he gave me purposes. I think he probably just said, "This is
who I want to meet." And -

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

Then I would've gone about organising it. Yeah.

WONG:

Yep, OK.

GRAINGER:

And how would you have got contact details for these people?

LIONS:

It was - I remember it being very difficult, some of them.

GRAINGER:

Mmm. Uh-huh.

LIONS:

And I'm sure that there were people that he wanted to meet that I just
couldn’t get onto in the end, because it was proving too difficult. I think
he - like, this is vague memory, but he had contacts for some, and then he
needed me to find contacts for others. Who would I have spoken to? I
think I contacted - is it, like, maybe embassies in Sydney or consulates in
Sydney to see if they could give me the contact details for -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

- some of the people he requested to see. Yeah.
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WONG:

OK. So I'll just quickly show you an email. So it's an email dated the
29th of March, 2017. So this would've been just before - just before the
trip. So the reference for this email is 1-0 - sorry, D-1-0-4-4-2-4-0-5,
which was just instructions from Daryl to yourself to contact the chamber
of commerce of each country. So I'll just have - let you have a look at
the email and see if it kind of refreshes your memory.

LIONS:

I remember being annoyed at how vague and difficult the task was. But
yeah, that - that rings bells. I remember speaking to someone called -

WONG:

Yogesh?

LIONS:

Yogesh, yeah.

WONG:

Uh-huh. OK. OK. And just another - just another email forwarded to from the electorate office shared inbox to yourself.

LIONS:

Uh-huh.

WONG:

This is an email dated the 6th of April, with reference number
1-0-4-5-4-7-1-7. So this was - it appears to be a meeting that you
organised for Daryl to meet the - the Honourable Consul of Tonga,
Louise Waterhouse.

LIONS:

Uh-huh.

WONG:

So I'll just get you to have a look at this. Just go through this email and
see if you recall any conversations that you’ve had with Louise
Waterhouse.

LIONS:

Yeah. I remember liaising with her.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

Yep.

WONG:

OK. And do you remember the conversation that you had with - had
with Louise, like, as to why you're - you're booking a meeting between
her and - and Daryl?

LIONS:

No, not outside of what this email states, just that he was the chairman of
the APFG -

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

- and that he was visiting Tonga, and so if he could see her before he
went, or see Mr Waterhouse -

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

- before he went.

GRAINGER:

Would that be something you’ve written of your volition or was that
something you were told to write, or -
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LIONS:

I would say Daryl would've said - would've asked me to contact, or to
organise a meeting with the consul general or the honourable consul of
Tonga before he left, regarding his trip. And then I - and then from that,
I would've composed that email.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

Possibly with the help of Margaret and Brenda. We very much worked
together in the office, so if we were sending important emails we would
get one another to proofread.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

Especially Margaret, she just - she was kind of the - like, knew the ropes
to the whole -

WONG:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

- joint. Yeah.

15

WONG:

OK. And just a day before, there was a teleconference, I assume between
Daryl and the - and just a representative from the consulate general of
Fiji. So in this - so this is an email dated the 5th of April, 2017, reference
number D-1-0-4-4-1-9-9-1. So in this email, you attached a very similar
document to the one I showed you earlier, which was -

20

LIONS:

OK.

WONG:

- the -

LIONS:

Yep.

WONG:

- Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development Association
memorandum of understanding. I'll let you go through the email, but do
you recall -

LIONS:

Sure.

WONG:

- as to why you attached this email and sent it to the consulate general?

LIONS:

Were they just establishing this association?

WONG:

It appears to be, yes.

LIONS:

Yeah. Yeah, so, like, this email that I've sent her saying, "Daryl has
asked me to forward you the memorandum of understanding" -

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

- and then this sentence would've been verbatim, "He thinks that this
should help in answer to your queries. He also added that the intention is
to affirm partnerships with each country to development opportunities."
He would've told me exactly what to write there.
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WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

And again, I would've just done it without second guessing it or thinking
more about it.

WONG:

Do you recall having that conversation with Daryl at the time?

LIONS:

No.

WONG:

No?

LIONS:

No. But I just know - I guess I just know how I write and how he used to
speak or say things.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

And that I don’t - like, to me, it's quite obvious that I didn’t really
understand what I was saying there. It's a pretty vague sentence. Yeah.

WONG:

Mmm. So I guess just after the trip, there was another letter just in
relation to this - this association, this Shenzhen - this SAP``, SAPCDA
association. So it's just a letter that you forwarded to Maggie, and also
Daryl's - I - I assume it's - it's Daryl's personal address. So it's just an
email, reference D-0-4-6-2-7-9-1. Can I just confirm, are you aware if
Daryl's used - is this his personal email address?

LIONS:

Yeah, that one looks familiar.

WONG:

Yep.

LIONS:

The other - the one from earlier, the Pty Ltd one.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

Yeah, I don’t know that I ever sent anything to that one, but -

WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

I think I've sent emails to this one a few times.

WONG:

To the iPrimus?

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

Yep, OK. So this email also goes to Maggie - Maggie Wang.

LIONS:

Uh-huh.

WONG:

So I'll let you have a look at the attachment to the email. So it's titled,
"Shenzhen People's Government."

LIONS:

Mmm. That's not familiar at all. I'm not sure that I wrote it. I don’t
think it's -

WONG:

Mmm.
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LIONS:

I think that would've been -

WONG:

So this would've been, like, a -

LIONS:

- sent to me.

WONG:

- like, a Word doc?

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

Yeah. Do you recall who drafted this document?

LIONS:

No. And I think if - if Daryl had of dictated it and gotten me to write it, I
would've remembered it. But it's not ringing any bells at all.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

So I'm not sure.

WONG:

Yep. Is this something - I guess, like, working with Daryl -

LIONS:

Yep.

WONG:

- is this something that you think he would've drafted, or could've been
someone else working at the electorate office who would've been - may
have drafted this document?

LIONS:

Oh, if this document was made on an electorate office computer -

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

- then Daryl would've dictated it to someone.

WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

In relation to your email account -

LIONS:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- did the staff when in the office have access to the general Wagga
Wagga Parliament email account and then access to each of the staff
emails?

LIONS:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Is it read only or read and send?

LIONS:

Read and send.
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GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

Yeah. From what I remember, yeah. We certainly - we had all our
passwords written down so we could all get into each other's accounts if
we needed to. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

LIONS:

Yep.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

Can I just - I am on a flight at 12.05 -

GRAINGER:

Yes.

LIONS:

- so I'll just have to leave in time to get -

GRAINGER:

Yep.

LIONS:

Yep.

WONG:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

We don’t have much longer to go.

WONG:

We're almost - yeah.

LIONS:

Yeah, that's OK. I don’t want to rush you.

WONG:

We're actually almost done.

LIONS:

I just thought I'd -

WONG:

Yeah, OK. I've got nothing else to go through for that one. OK. I've just
got two more emails to show you and then -

LIONS:

Yep.

WONG:

- we'll be done. Do you recall a gentleman by the name of either Charlie,
Demian or Charbel Demian? He's based in Sydney.

LIONS:

No.

GRAINGER:

He's a developer.

LIONS:

I don’t think so.

WONG:

Mmm, OK. OK. You weren't copied into this email, but it just kind of
provides a bit of context -

LIONS:

Yep.

WONG:

- to another email that I'm about to show you. So it's just an email from
Charlie Demian dated the 23rd of January, 2017. Reference to this email
is D-1-0-4-3-9-1-2-3. So he's - he's asking Daryl for assistance on this -
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on the - on his - on his project, basically. So I'll let you - you don’t have
to read through the whole thing, but maybe just get an idea.
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LIONS:

Yeah, no, this isn't familiar.

WONG:

Mmm. So Charlie's basically, he's got a property development at this
address on the top of the email, which is 181 James Ruse Drive, Camellia
in New South Wales.

LIONS:

Yep.

WONG:

And this email pretty much just says he's requesting to Daryl to request
his assistance to contact the R - to RMS to progress this development.

LIONS:

OK.

WONG:

And then I'll just show you another email which is dated also the 23rd of
January. This is in the afternoon at 4.18. So this is an email from Reg
Fisk. Yep. So he's the principal advisor of the Office of Minister of
Roads, Maritime and Freight. So it's read to yourself. The reference for
this email is D-1-0-5-1-9-9-8-6. I'll just have a read - have a read of this
email. And it appears that you and Reg had a conversation -

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

- prior to him sending out this email.

LIONS:

Yeah. Yeah, I don’t remember at all, I'm sorry. I feel like it might've
just been Daryl asking me to chase it, and maybe I - I've spoke to Reg
and asked for the information that he's given me, or a response to
something that Daryl had sent him, maybe.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

'Cause that - mmm. I certainly don’t remember having a in-depth
conversation with him about this request or about Charlie.

WONG:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

OK. All right. And at the time, did you - I guess, did you have any, like,
concerns as - as to, I guess, Daryl making, you know, making - making
you contact Reg on behalf of Charlie's property development?

LIONS:

No. Again, just because - I guess I just trusted that Daryl wouldn’t ask
me to do anything that was -

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

- inappropriate.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

And I didn’t ever question anything.
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WONG:

OK.

LIONS:

Yeah.

WONG:

Did you have anything?

GRAINGER:

Just a couple of things.

WONG:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

When - when was the last time you remember talking to Daryl?

LIONS:

I saw Daryl the day that he resigned from -

GRAINGER:

OK.

LIONS:

- parliament. So I - because I lived in Wagga for 5 years, I was down for
a bridal shower that weekend.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

And that Friday afternoon he had all the staff members out at - at his
place -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

- for a barbecue dinner. And I went out about halfway through.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

Yeah. And I said, "Hello." I asked how he was. And he asked how I
was. And then I didn’t chat to him for the rest of the night. I spoke to all
the other staff members.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh. OK. And since then, have you spoken to any of the staff
members as well? Like, you had spoke to them that night.

LIONS:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Since then, have you spoken to them?

LIONS:

Yeah. So I -

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

LIONS:

- lived with Brenda Tritton -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

- for most of that year, between 2016 and '17.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

LIONS:

And she's like a mother - second mother to me. And I stayed with her
that weekend that I was in Wagga.
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GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

LIONS:

And I stayed with her again in Wagga maybe 3 weeks ago.

GRAINGER:

OK.

LIONS:

I was there for a wedding. Yeah. I messaged her just this morning -

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

LIONS:

- so we're in touch quite regularly.

GRAINGER:

OK.

LIONS:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And have you spoken to her about this interview at all?

LIONS:

I told her that I was being interviewed, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

LIONS:

And she said that she's being interviewed next week.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

LIONS:

Which I -

GRAINGER:

Yep.

LIONS:

- assumed, yep.

GRAINGER:

All right.

WONG:

OK.

GRAINGER:

OK.

WONG:

Well, is there anything else you think might be relevant to this
investigation that we're conducting -

LIONS:

No.

WONG:

- do you recall?

LIONS:

I don’t think so.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

Yeah, I'm sorry I'm so vague.

WONG:

Mmm. OK.

LIONS:

As I said, I never - I never would've done anything that Daryl asked me
to do if I thought that it was inappropriate, and I just always - I assumed,
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which possibly I shouldn’t have, that he wouldn’t ask me to do anything
that was inappropriate or illegal. Yeah.

5

10

15

20

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

WONG:

Mmm.

LIONS:

So -

WONG:

OK. Did you have anything further to add? No. OK. So that pretty
much concludes the interview. Do you have any, like, complaints about
the way the interview has been conducted today?

LIONS:

No.

WONG:

No, OK. So is the information you’ve provided in the interview today
true to the best of your knowledge and belief?

LIONS:

Yes.

WONG:

And has any threat, promise or inducement been made in regards to the
information and involvement in the interview here today?

LIONS:

No.

WONG:

And I remind you that the consent - contents of this interview are the
subject of a current commission investigation, and associated secrecy
provisions, and I ask that the information is not further discussed without
the prior consent of the commission. You understand that?

LIONS:

Yes.

WONG:

Yep, OK. So the time is now 11.37am, and that concludes the interview.
Yep. Sorry, 10.37. Uh-huh.
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

Ref: D15/24134
13 August 2015
Ms Adriana Lions
WAGGA WAGGA NSW 2650
Dear Ms Lions
Employment Agreement - Electorate Officer, Wagga Wagga (Part-time)

I am pleased to confirm your temporary employment in the above position, effective from 26 August 2015
up to 25 February 2016, in line with the provisions outlined below and overleaf. Your commencing salary
will be $38,869 per annum equivalent to Electorate Officer, Year 1 pro-rata, (21 hours per week). Salary
includes an All Incidence of Employment Allowance of $3,656 per annum.
Your employment is in accordance with the Members of Parliament Staff Act 2013, and the Members' Staff
Conditions of Employment, Determination of the Presiding Officers (the Determination). Note that specific
provisions apply to the employment and termination of Members' staff. For further details see Chapter 5 of
the Determination.
Employment is to the electorate office of Mr Daryl Maguire, MP only and does not constitute appointment
to the NSW Government Sector or to any department of the Parliament.
If you were previously employed by the NSW Government Sector and the recipient of a redundancy
payment it is your responsibility to advise the Parliament in writing prior to your commencement.
The following documents are enclosed for your information and retention. It is important that you read and
are familiar with the contents of these documents: the Determination, the Parliament's Code of Conduct
for Members' Staff, and your position description.
To confirm your acceptance please sign the attached Terms and Conditions of Temporary Employment and
return it to Kate Moore, HR Advice Officer - Human Services. In accepting this position you agree to
support the core values of cultural diversity, equity and ethical practice, and a healthy, safe and fair
workplace.
Yours sincerely

Ronda Miller

Clerk of the Legislative Assembly

Parliament House • Macquarie Street • Sydney NSW 2000 ■ Australia
Phone: (02) 9230 2222 • Fax: (02) 9230 2333 • Email ronda.miller@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF TEMPORARY EMPLOYMENT
ELECTORATE OFFICER. WAGGA WAGGA - PART-TIME
Name of Staff Member

Adriana Elizabeth Lions

Date of Birth
Private Address
WAGGA WAGGA NSW 2650
Period of Employment

26 August 2015 up to 25 February 2016

Terms of Employment

Employment is subject to the separation from service provisions contained in the
Members' Staff Conditions of Employment Determination of the Presiding Officers
(February 2014), or any replacement.
The employment may be terminated by the giving of two weeks' notice by either
party at any time, or upon the end of the term of office held by the Member.
Employment is to the electorate office of Mr Daryl Maguire, MP only and does not
constitute appointment to the NSW Government Sector or to any department of the
Parliament.

Hours of Duty

21 hours per week, Wednesday to Friday, plus reasonable additional hours, in
accordance with the Member's Staff Conditions of Employment Determination of
the Presiding Officers (February 2014). Given that remuneration includes an All
Incidence of Employment Allowance, no payment will be made for additional hours
worked on your normal rostered days.

Location

The principal work location will be the Wagga Wagga electorate office and/or
Parliament House office of Mr Daryl Maguire, MP.

Leave Entitlements

12 days recreation leave per annum and 9 days sick leave per annum, fully
cumulative.
All unplanned absences from duty must be notified immediately by contacting the
Member. A leave application must be completed for all absences.
As part of a long-standing industrial arrangement, Parliament House closes each
year between Christmas and New Year, as do many electorate offices. Members'
staff may be required to take leave during this period.

Salary

$38,869 per annum (Electorate Officer, Year 1 pro-rata), with annual incremental
progression to Electorate Officer, Year 4. Salary includes an All Incidence of
Employment Allowance of $3,656 per annum, in lieu of overtime and all other
incidents of employment.
Employer-funded superannuation contributions and leave loading are additional to
this figure.

I accept / I de not accept’

this position under the terms and conditions indicated:

9
(signature)
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Code of Conduct for Parliamentary Staff
Policy Summary
Status
Current as at February 2013
Purpose
This Code is designed to:

Scope

•

help Parliamentary staff meet high standards of integrity and ethical behaviour

•

give staff a basis for making day-to-day decisions, and

•

convey the behaviour expected of them as an employee

This Code of Conduct applies to all permanent, temporary and casual employees (with
the exception of Members' staff), contractors engaged on-site, volunteers and people
engaged in work experience programs.

Availability

This policy is available on the Parliament's intranet.

Policy
Owner

Clerk of the Legislative Assembly
Clerk of the Parliaments
Executive Manager

Related
Policies

Public Sector Employment and Management Act 2002 (Part 1.2)
Public Interest Disclosures Act 1994

Code of Conduct for Members' Staff
Code of Conduct for Members
Gifts and Benefits Policy
Equal Employment Opportunity Policy
Harassment Free Workplace Policy
Anti-Bullying Policy
Public Interest Disclosures policies
Employees Contesting Federal, State and Local Elections

Review
Process.
Approval

This policy will be reviewed once every parliament.

Blunt'J/^
ClerK of the Parliaments

Rob Stefanic

Ronda Miller

Executive Manager

Clerk of the Legislative Assembly

Date
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Parliamentary Staff Code of Conduct
1. Purpose
This code is designed to help parliamentary staff meet high standards of integrity and
ethical behaviour, to give staff a basis for making day-to-day decisions and convey the
behaviour expected of them as an employee. Employees of the Parliament should be
aware of the importance of the Parliament to the people of New South Wales and the
impact that your behaviour can have on the overall reputation of the Parliament.
This code was originally launched in May 2005 following consultation between
management and unions. It has now been reviewed and updated to reflect changes to
the Parliament's structure, with the establishment of the Department of Parliamentary
Services (DPS), and relevant legislative changes.
This code also references and incorporates the core values of the public sector
contained within the Public Sector Employment and Management Act 2002, as
amended in 2012. These core values apply to all public sector service employees
including parliamentary staff. It is not possible for any code of conduct to cover all
possible situations that may arise. If you are uncertain about any aspect of this code, or
have an ethical problem you cannot resolve you should seek guidance from your
manager or Human Resources. The contribution of each employee is essential if the
Parliament is to operate effectively, with integrity and in accordance with the values set
out in this code.

2. Scope
The Code of Conduct for Parliamentary Staff applies to:
•

All parliamentary staff i.e.: permanent, temporary and casual employees of the
Legislative Council, the Legislative Assembly, and the Department of Parliamentary
Services which together make up the Legislature.

•

Contractors engaged by one of the three parliamentary departments to work at
Parliament House, at an electorate office, at any other site controlled by the
Parliament, or at any other site to work on behalf of the Parliament.
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•

Volunteers involved in one of the three parliamentary departments, interns working
for parliamentary staff, and people engaged in work experience programs arranged
by one of the three parliamentary departments.

The Parliamentary Staff Code of Conduct does not apply to:
•

Members' staff, this includes electorate officers and research assistants in electorate
offices and secretary/research assistants working for Members of the Legislative
Council. These staff are covered by the Code of Conduct for Members' Staff.

•

Volunteers, interns or work experience students involved in the work of Members
and/or Members' offices. These individuals are covered by the Code of Conduct for
Members' Staff.
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3. Policy
3.1. PARLIAMENTARY STAFF VALUES
Parliamentary staff take pride in serving the Parliament of New South Wales. We
believe in the importance of parliamentary institutions and the democratic process
and we work to strengthen and foster respect for them. We make great efforts to
preserve the corporate memory and ensure institutional continuity, while continuing
to develop innovative ways to work. We work together to provide professional,
responsive and impartial support.

3.2. PUBLIC SECTOR CORE VALUES
The Public Sector Employment and Management Act 2002 was amended in 2012
when the following public sector core values were included as Section 3B of the Act.
These core values apply to all public sector service employees including
Parliamentary employees. The core values are consistent with and complement the
Parliament's ethical values which follow at Section 3.2 of this Code.
The core values for the public sector and the principles that guide their
implementation are as follows:
3.2.1. Integrity
a) Consider people equally without prejudice or favour.
b) Act professionally with honesty, consistency and impartiality.
c) Take responsibility for situations, showing leadership and courage.
d) Place the public interest over personal interest.
3.2.2. Trust
a) Appreciate difference and welcome learning from others.
b) Build relationships based on mutual respect.
c) Uphold the law, institutions of government and democratic principles.
d) Communicate intentions clearly and invite teamwork and collaboration.
e) Provide apolitical and non-partisan advice.
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3.2.3. Service
a) Provide service fairly with a focus on customer needs.
b) Be flexible, innovative and reliable in service delivery.
c) Engage with the not-for-profit and business sectors to develop and implement
service solutions.
d) Focus on quality while maximising service delivery.
3.2.4. Accountability
a) Recruit and promote staff on merit.
b) Take responsibility for decisions and actions.
c) Provide transparency to enable public scrutiny.
d) Observe standards for safety.
e) Be fiscally responsible and focus on efficient, effective and prudent use of
resources.
3.3. ETHICAL VALUES
Staff of the Parliament and others covered by this policy must undertake their duties
with regard to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Integrity-you should consider your duty as an employee whenever you take
action
Honesty - abide by the law and appropriate policies and procedures
Impartiality - put aside personal interests, biases and views, and disclose any
real or apparent conflict of interests as soon as possible
Accountability - employees accept responsibility for their acts and omissions
Respect - your actions and decisions as an employee should be based on
equitable consideration of the relevant facts
Professionalism - ensure your actions and decisions do not compromise your
reputation or the reputation of the Parliament
Confidentiality - the information received in the course of your duties should
only be used for the purposes intended and not disclosed to any other person
Value for money - parliamentary resources should be used for the purpose for
which they are provided, and you should seek to achieve the best value for
money.

Code of Conduct for Parliamentary Staff

Page 6 of 16

Issued February 2013
Version 2.0

Compliance with this policy is mandatory

Volume 27

996

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

jjsw/7 Policy Series

3.3.1. Integrity
a. Responsibility to the public and other client groups
The people of New South Wales are entitled to expect the business of the
Parliament to be conducted with efficiency, economy, fairness, impartiality and
integrity. Employment with the Parliament carries with it a particular obligation to
the public interest. You are required to:
•
meet a standard of professional behaviour that promotes and maintains public
confidence and trust in the work of the Parliament
• treat members of the public with courtesy and sensitivity
•
ensure that your actions do not compromise the reputation of Parliament
•
stay up-to-date and informed on legislation, policy and guidelines affecting
your role
b. Responsibility to Members
You must perform your duties irrespective of your personal political beliefs. This
involves:
•
being impartial in your treatment of Members of Parliament, and providing
accurate information to all Members equally
•
providing advice to all Members that is frank, independent, based on an
accurate representation of the facts and as comprehensive as possible
•
maintaining complete confidentiality in relation to the information you provide
to, and receive from, Members
c. Ethical decision making
If you are faced with an ethical dilemma, you may find it useful to refer to or
consider, either by yourself or in consultation with your peers or manager, the
following points:
•
Is the decision of conduct lawful?
•
Is the decision or conduct consistent with Parliament House policy and in line
with the Code of Conduct?
• What will be the outcomes for you, for your colleagues, for the Parliament and
for other parties?
•
Do these outcomes raise a conflict of interest or lead to private gain at public
expense?
• Can the decision or conduct be justified in terms of the public interest?
• Would it withstand public scrutiny? That is, how would you feel if details of the
decision were made public?
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If your supervisor or another person directs or requests you to perform an action
which you consider to be unethical, you should consider the following options:
•
clarifying with the supervisor or other person seeking assistance exactly what is
being asked of you
•
asking for the instruction to be put in writing
•
giving the supervisor or other person verbal and written advice about the
implications of the instruction
•
documenting all exchanges on the issue
•
refusing to pass on the instruction to other employees and informing your
supervisor or the person seeking assistance of the reasons why
•
seeking advice from other people not directly involved, such as other trusted
senior officers or the ICAC, anonymously if necessary
•
if the above options fail, using the grievance or internal reporting mechanisms
available to employees
3.3.2. Honesty
All employees are required to act honestly, and abide by lawful directions, policies,
procedures and the law.
a.
Gifts and Benefits
The Parliament has adopted a Gifts and Benefits Policy which provides guidance to
parliamentary employees regarding offers of gifts or benefits made to them as
employees; the receipt of gifts, benefits or prizes as an employee of the Parliament
of NSW and the provision of official gifts on behalf of the Parliament.
You should not seek or accept any gift or benefit if such action could be perceived
by reasonable members of the public as intended or likely to cause you:
• to act in a particular way (including making a particular decision)
• to fail to act in a particular circumstance
• to otherwise deviate from the proper course of your official duties
Gifts and benefits are items or services that are provided to you, your family or
anyone associated with you resulting from your employment. These could include
money, discounts, free travel, hospitality, accommodation or employment. You
must not accept or demand gifts or benefits from any person or organisation in
return for doing your work, because this could impose obligations upon you, or
appear to do so.
Generally, offers of gifts and benefits should be declined if they compromise you in
your decision-making. You must decline offers which are individually targeted and
are not available to your colleagues who share a common task or purpose.
Code of Conduct for Parliamentary Staff
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You may accept a gift, benefit, travel or hospitality only if it is of a token kind, and
when refusal would be unnecessarily rude. For example, it is quite common for gifts
to be accepted or exchanged as part of the courtesy and protocol of delegations
and official visits. All managers responsible for employees involved in delegations
and official visits should brief employees on the accepted practice and courtesy of
these occasions.
All offers of gifts and benefits should be reported to your manager, whether you
accept them or not. If you are uncertain whether it is appropriate to accept an
offered gift, discuss it with your manager prior to acceptance.
b.
Making Representations to Members and Ministers
Employees like other citizens can seek access to their local Member or contact a
Minister in relation to an issue. You should not approach Members or Ministers for
a private purpose through your office role.
If employees wish to meet with or make a representation to their local Member or
Minister you should make it clear to the Member or Minister that you wish to
approach them as a constituent. It is preferable that the initial approach is made
through the Member’s or Minister's office in the same way that other constituents
access the Member.
3.3.3. Impartiality
a.
Conflict of Interest
A conflict of interest may exist where an employee could be influenced, or could be
perceived to be influenced, by a personal interest in carrying out their official
duties. You have a responsibility to ensure that your personal interests, financial
and non-financial, associations and activities do not conflict with your duties.
b.
Political and Community Participation
You should make sure that any participation in political activities does not conflict
with your duty to serve in a politically neutral manner. This is important because of
the need for Members and the public to maintain confidence in your impartiality
when you take action or give advice.
The nature of your position, the extent of involvement, and public prominence will
affect the level of political activity which is appropriate or inappropriate. For
example, for a Clerk at the Table of either House, it will be inappropriate to
participate in any form of political activity, because the need to be and appear to
be impartial is critical in that position. A gardener or waiter, however, would be less
restricted because bias is unlikely to influence decision-making in those positions.
Code of Conduct for Parliamentary Staff
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If you believe a conflict has arisen, or may arise, you must report it to your manager
for further advice. This may result in you stopping your political activity, or
withdrawing from areas of work where conflict is occurring, where this is possible.
Employees who are contesting Federal, State or Local elections should consult with
their manager and Human Resources on the policies that apply. Within the context
of the requirements of this code, all employees are free to participate in voluntary
community organisations, charities and professional associations.
c.
Outside (or secondary) employment
You are required to obtain prior approval from the relevant Department Head
before engaging in any paid outside employment. Generally, outside employment
will be approved as long as:
• the work is not associated with your work duties or knowledge gained in the
course of your duties
• the work is carried out in your own time
• the work does not involve a conflict of interest with your work at Parliament
• there is no adverse impact upon your work attendance and performance or
increased health and safety risks
For example, lecturing at educational institutions, hospitality/catering work,
sports officiating, or undertaking activities as a Poll Official at elections, outside
working hours, would normally be approved.
It is not necessary to obtain approval for voluntary or unpaid activities, unless a
conflict of interest arises in relation to those activities and your official
responsibilities.
d. Post-separation employment
You should not use your position with the Parliament to obtain opportunities for
future employment. You should not allow yourself or your work to be influenced
by plans for, or offers of, employment outside the Parliament. If you do, there is a
conflict of interest and your integrity, and that of the Parliament, is at risk. We
recognise that the knowledge and skills you have attained while working at
Parliament will assist you in your future career.
You should be careful in your dealings with former employees, and make sure
that you do not give them, or appear to give them, favourable treatment or
access to privileged information.
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e. Bankruptcy and private financial affairs
Any employee who becomes bankrupt or has to form an arrangement with
creditors or a debt collection agency must immediately notify the relevant Clerk
or the Executive Manager.
3.3.4. Accountability
You must accept responsibility for your own acts and omissions. If you receive
directions to perform actions which you believe to be illegal or improper, you
should query them and may refuse to perform them, and explain why.
If you have employees under your supervision, you are also responsible for their
acts and omissions if those acts or omissions are so serious, repeated or
widespread that you should know of them and correct them. You should therefore
ensure that employees under your supervision understand what their duties are,
how they are expected to perform them, and what results are expected.
Public interest Disclosures
You have a duty to report any suspected corrupt conduct, maladministration,
criminal or serious and substantial waste of public funds in accordance with the
relevant Public Interest Disclosures policy {LA/LC or DPS). All disclosures of such
conduct will be handled in confidence in accordance with the relevant policy.
Disclosures may also be made to the ICAC, the Ombudsman, the Auditor-General or
the Police Integrity Commissioner in accordance with the Public Interest Disclosures
Act 1994. The Public Interest Disclosures Act ensures that all employees making
public interest disclosures are protected from reprisals provided they meet the
criteria set out in the Act.
Further information about reporting corrupt conduct, maladministration and
serious and substantial waste of public funds can be found in the Parliament's
Public Interest Disclosures policies, located on the Intranet or from Human
Resources.
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3.3.5. Respect
You should treat members of the public and other employees honestly, fairly,
responsibly, and compassionately.
You should behave in a way that upholds the Parliament's commitment to
respecting the dignity, rights and views of others. Employees must not engage in
any form of bullying, mistreatment, coercion or harassment.
You should always act in a manner that is inclusive and tolerant of people
regardless of:
• gender or sexual orientation
• linguistic, cultural, religious, ethnic, national or racial backgrounds
• physical or mental attributes or disabilities
• age
You must not discriminate against members, staffer the public on the grounds of:
• sex, age, marital status or pregnancy
• race, colour, nationality, ethnic or social origin
• physical or intellectually disability or impairment
• sexual preference or transgender identity
• religious or political belief
• personal carer's responsibilities
Such discrimination can be:
•
unlawful - prescribed by statue
•
unfair - arising from such things as arbitrary action, error, failure to consider
relevant facts or consideration of irrelevant facts
You should also read Parliament's Harassment Free Workplace, Equal Employment
Opportunity and Anti-Bullying policies available on the Parliament's intranet.
3.3.6. Professionalism
Professionalism requires that you act at all times with courtesy, efficiency and
thoroughness.
a. Dress
The standards of dress for employees of the parliament can have an important
impact on the image of the Parliament. All employees should conform to the
generally accepted standards of business dress or standards set by your
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Department or Section. If you are provided with a uniform, you must wear it at all
times whilst on duty.
b.
Drugs and alcohol
Although the Parliament has dining room and bar facilities, you must not perform
your job, remain at work, or undertake any work-related activity if you adversely
affected by alcohol or other drugs. You may be directed by your manager to stop
work or leave the workplace if you are affected by alcohol or drugs to the
detriment of your work or for safety reasons. For further information refer to the
Parliament's Managing Alcohol and Other Drugs policy available on the Intranet or
from Human Resources.
c.
Attending functions
Employees need to exercise discretion when attending private functions and
celebrations held at Parliament House. Although members may offer "open
invitations" to employees to attend such functions this is usually a courtesy and you
are still expected to conduct yourself in a professional manner while attending the
function.
3.3.7. Confidentiality
a.
Public Comment
Public comment includes public speaking engagements, comments to journalists,
statements on radio and television or letters to newspapers, as well as expressing
views in books, journals, the Internet and notices where it is expected that the
comments will be published to the wider community. Only the Presiding Officers or
the Department Heads will make statements in an official capacity for the
Parliament. You must not make public comments on issues relating to the
Parliament unless you have been authorised to do so by the relevant Clerk or the
Executive Manager.
As a member of the community, you can make public comment and enter into
public debate on political and social issues. If you choose to make a public
comment, you must ensure that:
•
your personal views are not presented or interpreted as official comment,
although made in a private capacity
•
you should preface your remarks with a comment that they are made in a
private capacity and do not represent the views of the Parliament
•
the information you disclose is official information and material that is
normally given to members of the public seeking that information
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Employees acting in the capacity of a local union delegate or union office holder
may comment on matters involving union business.
It is quite common for journalists to talk to employees seeking background
information or comments. Unless the information sought is published and available
to the public or you have been authorised to make a comment or give information
to journalists, you should refer all media enquiries to the relevant Clerk or the
Executive Manager.
b.
Confidentiality of Information
Information you have gained in the course of your official duties must only be used
for the work-related purpose intended, and not for personal benefit. All employees
must make sure that all confidential information including computer files cannot be
accessed by unauthorised people and that sensitive information is only discussed
with people who are authorised to have access to it.
c. Use of Official Information
You may only disclose information that is already on the public record, or which
would normally be available to members of the public who seek that information.
3.3.8. Value For Money
Use of official resources
You should seek to ensure that value for money is obtained when using
parliamentary resources and report any misuse of resources by others. You are to
use parliamentary resources economically and should avoid any action or situation
which could create the impression that parliamentary property, equipment, official
services or facilities are being improperly used by you or any other person, for
private benefit.
Any facilities provided by the Parliament such as office equipment, stationery,
telephones, or transport, for use by employees in performing their duties should be
used strictly for those duties and for no other purpose. However, your manager
may permit occasional and minor use of some facilities for private purposes, for
example, occasional telephone calls, emails or faxes. Refer to the Parliament's
current IT policies for further direction.
Generally, you should not use parliamentary resources for private purposes. You
should not expect or ask other employees to use work time for private purposes.
For example, if you are supervising other employees, it is not appropriate to direct
them to collect your dry cleaning, pay bills, or to perform other personal tasks for
you.
Code of Conduct for Parliamentary Staff
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4. Grievance mechanisms/sanctions
Sanctions may be applied if your conduct breaches this Code of Conduct. Depending
on the sensitivity of the breaches, the impact upon the Parliament and your
employment, sanctions may include counselling, a formal warning or dismissal.

5. Accountabilities
The Clerk of the Parliaments, the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly and the Executive
Manager are responsible for ensuring compliance with this policy.

6. Related Policies and Legislation
Public Sector Employment and Management Act 2002{Part
Public Interest Disclosures Act 1994

1.2)

Code of Conduct for Members' Staff
Code of Conduct for Members
Gifts and Benefits Policy
Equal Employment Opportunity Policy
Harassment Free Workplace Policy
Anti-Bullying Policy
Public Interest Disclosures policies
Employees Contesting Federal, State and Local Elections

7. Policy Review
This policy will be reviewed once every parliament.

8. Further Information
Parliamentary Staff Code of Conduct - Employee Declaration (attached)

9. Document Control
Date of Issue

1.0

May 2004

New document

May 2005

Policy update

1.1
2.0

Author

Description of Change

Version Number

February 2013

Code of Conduct for Parliamentary Staff

PRSC

Revised and modernised policy

Page 15 of 16

Issued February 2013
Version 2.0

Compliance with this policy is mandatory
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NEW SOUTH WALES PARLIAMENT
PARLIAMENTARY STAFF CODE OF CONDUCT
NOVEMBER 2012

EMPLOYEE DECLARATION

I have received and read the Parliamentary Staff Code of Conduct, November 2012.1 agree
to abide by the Code.

Signed

Print Name

ifl/ofrf
Date

Please return this page to your manager or Human Resources, so that it can be placed on
your Personal file.

Code of Conduct for Parliamentary Staff

Page 16 of 16

Issued February 2013
Version 2.0

Compliance with this policy is mandatory
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FW: Daryl Maguire MP - Member's Supplementary
Ordinary Return
From:
To:
Date:
Attachments:

Adriana Lions <adriana.lions@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
melissa.watt@dpc.nsw.gov.au
Mon, 20 Feb 2017 16:43:56 +1100
Maguire.pdf (196.88 kB)

Hi Melissa
I’m sorry we keep missing each other!
I have just realised that I added an ‘s’ to your name when I sent this email first time around.
This is the document Margaret was referring to.
Is this all that you need from Daryl?
Kind regards
Adriana
From: Adriana Lions
Sent: Monday, 20 February 2017 4:41 PM
To: 'melissa.watts@dpc.nsw.gov.au'
Subject: FW: Daryl Maguire MP - Member's Supplementary Ordinary Return

From: ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga
Sent: Tuesday, 24 January 2017 2:54 PM
To: 'melissa.watts@dpc.nsw.gov.au'; Manuela Sudic
Subject: Daryl Maguire MP - Member's Supplementary Ordinary Return

Good afternoon
Please see attached.
Kind regards
Adriana
Adriana Lions
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
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Re: Invitation - Tuesday 8th November
From: Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
To:
ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga <electorateoffice.waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Date: Tue, 08 Nov 2016 11:01:23 +1100
I have told them I will pop in
Sent from my iPhone
On 8 Nov. 2016, at 9:29 am, ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga
<ElectorateOffice.WaggaWagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au> wrote:

Hi Daryl
Would you like to attend?
You have a meeting with Dolly Fu and Phil Elliott at 3.30
Thanks
Adriana
From: Rachael Taylor [mailto:Rachael.Taylor@minister.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Monday, 7 November 2016 5:13 PM
To: Daryl Maguire
Cc: ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga
Subject: Invitation - Tuesday 8th November
Importance: High

Good afternoon Daryl,
Apologies for the short notice.
The Hon. David Elliott MP, Minister for Emergency Services cordially invites you to attend an
afternoon tea for Commissioner Greg Mullins for his service to Fire and Rescue NSW. Minister
Elliott will be making a Ministerial Statement on him tomorrow.
Details are;
Date:

Tuesday 8th November 2016

Time:

from 4pm until 5pm

Location:

Parliament House
Minister Elliott’s Office (room 802)

Please confirm your attendance to me via email ASAP for catering purposes.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Kind regards

<image002.jpg>
Rachael Taylor
Executive Assistant
Volume 27

1013

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

Office of the Hon David Elliott MP
Minister for Corrections, Emergency Services and Veterans Affairs
_____________________________________________
Office:
Direct:
Mobile:
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Fwd: Invitation to the signing ceremony of UWE
Currabubula Cattle Export to China on Monday 21
November
From:
To:

Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Brenda Tritton <brenda.tritton@parliament.nsw.gov.au>, Adriana Lions
<adriana.lions@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Date:
Fri, 11 Nov 2016 11:52:42 +1100
Attachments: image001.png (21.44 kB); image005.jpg (3.85 kB); image004.png (9.1 kB)

Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: Sophie Duan <sophie@uwecommodities.com>
Date: 11 November 2016 at 11:28:12 am AEDT
To: Daryl Maguire <Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Cc: Joanna Wei <joanna@uwecommodities.com>
Subject: RE: Invitation to the signing ceremony of UWE Currabubula Cattle Export to
China on Monday 21 November

Hi Daryl
Jimmy decided to fly to Tamworth from Sydney at 12.30 pm Monday 21 November and return to
Sydney at 10.20 am Tuesday 22 November.
The official event is set to start at 6 pm Monday 21 November in case the delegation is running late.
Can you please send us the confirmed guests name and number? Are there 5 people attending from
your side?

Sophie

Commercial Manager

United World Enterprises Pty Ltd
Unit 6, 192 Kingsgrove Road
Kingsgrove NSW 2208
P: +61 (2) 9554 8899
F: +61 (2) 9554 8988
E: sophie@uwecommodities.com
W: www.uwecommodities.com

From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Thursday, 10 November 2016 5:47 PM
To: Sophie Duan <sophie@uwecommodities.com>
Subject: Re: Invitation to the signing ceremony of UWE Currabubula Cattle Export to China on
Monday 21 November
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Ok I will arrange everything
Sent from my iPhone
On 10 Nov. 2016, at 5:33 pm, Sophie Duan <sophie@uwecommodities.com> wrote:
Hi Daryl
Jimmy plans to start the signing ceremony at 5 pm Monday 21 November, the address is 72

Piallaway Road, Currabubula, 2342
Jimmy might have to fly to Tamworth on Sunday morning to get things ready and if you are flying
on your own, he suggests you get the early afternoon flight from Sydney to Tamworth, and he will
pick you up from Tamworth airport then show you around at the farm before the official event.

Sophie

Commercial Manager
United World Enterprises Pty Ltd
Unit 6, 192 Kingsgrove Road
Kingsgrove NSW 2208
P: +61 (2) 9554 8899
F: +61 (2) 9554 8988
E: sophie@uwecommodities.com
W: www.uwecommodities.com

<image001.png><image005.jpg><image004.png>

From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Thursday, 10 November 2016 12:34 PM
To: Sophie Duan <sophie@uwecommodities.com>
Subject: Re: Invitation to the signing ceremony of UWE Currabubula Cattle Export to China
on Monday 21 November
Thanks Sophie when the finer details time and address are available can you please send to
me so the guests can be informed , kind Regards Daryl
Sent from my iPhone
On 10 Nov. 2016, at 12:23 pm, Sophie Duan <sophie@uwecommodities.com> wrote:
Hi Daryl
As Jimmy discussed on the phone with you this morning, he would like to invite you to
witness our signing ceremony on UWE Currabubula Cattle Export to China and Investment
program with a Chinese delegation of 19 people on Monday afternoon 21 November. It’s
great that you also invited Tamworth Mayor and Liverpool shire council representatives to
attend our signing ceremony. Can you please advise how many guests we will have from
local council?
Jimmy will be flying from Sydney to Tamworth on Monday 21 November please let me know
if you will be flying to Tamworth with Jimmy so we can book your flights together?
Thank you for your support.
Sophie

Commercial Manager
United World Enterprises Pty Ltd
Unit 6, 192 Kingsgrove Road
Kingsgrove NSW 2208
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Kingsgrove NSW 2208
P: +61 (2) 9554 8899
F: +61 (2) 9554 8988
E: sophie@uwecommodities.com
W: www.uwecommodities.com

<image001.png><image005.jpg><image004.png>
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Fwd: SAPCDA MOU
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Adriana Lions <adriana.lions@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Fri, 31 Mar 2017 19:29:13 +1100

From:
To:
Date:

Sent from my iPad
Begin forwarded message:
From: "王晓牧 Simon Wang" <simon.wang@norfobest.com>
Date: 3 May 2016 4:30:23 pm AEST
To: "Daryl Maguire" <maguiretradingpl@
Subject: SAPCDA MOU
Hi Daryl
Please check the MOU in attachment.
Best regards
-----------------王晓牧

Simon Xiaomu Wang

中国区 总经 理

Director

深圳 诺 福佳品 贸 易有限公司

Shenzhen Norfo Best Trading Company, Ltd
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Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development Association

Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development Association
Memorandum of Understanding

1. Principle and Core Value
The principle of Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development Association
(SAPCDA) is to engage to developing countries to promote the commerce and trade as
well as charitable projects.
The Parties agree to the following principles for the relationship:
 Trust based relationship – a partnering relationship built on each party working
the basis of trust, respect and understanding.
 No surprises approach – a partnering relationship built on each party behaving
with integrity and in good faith, with appropriate knowledge and information
sharing.
 Open communication – a partnering relationship built on each party discussing
issues openly, being open to constructive feedback, and understanding and
respecting each other’s knowledge, expertise, operating environment, and
capabilities.
 Flexible – a partnering relationship built on each party taking an open approach
on differences of views and opinions and being flexible regarding the resolution
of any issues which may arise.

2. General Agreements
The basic agreements of operation include:
 SAPCDA consists of successful business men, women and companies, who look
forward to investing in Asia Pacific countries in sectors including tourism, real
estate, mineral resources, ocean resources, as well as the generosity donate to
charitable organization.
 Nation members have responsibility to share the potential investment projects, list
of resources, needs of community and special projects of charitable nature that
SAPCDA can assist to fund. Identify and communicate any future trends,
developments in the Local area.
 SAPCDA has full responsibility and voting right to review and select the
worthwhile projects that nation members submit. SAPCDA makes decision base
on the amount of fund required, return of investments, risks of investments etc.
For charitable projects, decision will be based on the priority of urgency, influence
to the community, amount of fund required.
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Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development Association
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There is no expectation of contribution by any of the nations invited to be members
of SAPCDA. Nation membership will be in honorary capacity
SAPCDA will review all investment and charitable projects annually, a
comprehensive financial report will be presented to the board and nation members
representative
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Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development Association

3. Code of Conduct
SAPCDA and its nation members agree to:
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Endeavour to work together on all issues where it is agreed the community will
benefit from a collaborative approach in a supportive manner.
Make every effort to accommodate, acknowledge or fairly represent any
dissenting view between the Parties.
Agree to act co-operatively and in good faith on issues of information and
disclosure. Innovations, operational actions, discussions and confidential
commercial information must not be shared with any third parties without the
approval of both Parties. However, information in the public domain may be
further distributed among usual channels and networks.
Acknowledge each Parties unique accountabilities and responsibilities.
Agree to investigate joint initiatives and opportunities between the two Parties.
These may involve other parties where appropriate.
In the case of disagreement and following consultation in good faith, nothing in
this MOU shall prevent the Parties from making decisions in their own interests.
At times, both Parties will agree to disagree.
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Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development Association

4. Signature and Stamp
_____________________________
_____________________________
Daryl Maguire
Hon. President of SAPCDA

Li Ming Hao
Chairman of SAPCDA

_____________________________
_____________________________
XXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXX

_____________________________
_____________________________
XXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXX

_____________________________
_____________________________
XXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXX
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Fwd: hello Jimson , greetings from Australia
From:
To:
Date:

Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Adriana Lions <adriana.lions@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Thu, 16 Mar 2017 10:19:24 +1100

Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: Jimson Fiau
@gmail.com>
Date: 16 March 2017 at 10:01:16 am AEDT
To: Daryl Maguire <Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Subject: Re: hello Jimson , greetings from Australia

Hi Daryl,
Good to talk with you last night. Based on our discussion yesterday, would it be possible for you to
send a formal invitation to my Ministry ( Ministry of Rural Development for Meeting in Fiji or
Samoa).
A formal invitation would be very much helpful for govt formalities and recognition to Rural
Resource owners of my Ministery.
If I may request assistance from your end for Accommodation and meal expenses of 3 of us
(Minister and 2 senior officials). Would it be possible?
I will organise our return air tickets.
Looking forward to your response and especially official invitation.
Cheers,
Jimson
On Feb 15, 2017 18:11, "Jimson Fiau"

@gmail.com> wrote:

Many thanks ! Will listen out with your plan for sending materials.
Jimson
On Feb 15, 2017 17:13, "Daryl Maguire" <Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au> wrote:
Mate you are a star
! Many thanks , also if I send medical equipment I may need you to
help with delivery , TBA , kind regards Daryl
Sent from my iPhone
On 15 Feb. 2017, at 5:03 pm, Jimson Fiau

@gmail.com> wrote:

Hi Daryl,
Thanks for the email. I had sent an email late last year but guess you have waited for
Ministery of Commerce response.
Yes, I had consulted with number of private sectors and goverment agencies. I will get
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back to you soon if you can cinfirm that I move on to facillitate on behalf of Solomon
Islands.
Will also respond back on the prospect of buting a Casino.
Cheers,
Jimson
On Feb 15, 2017 16:43, "Daryl Maguire" <Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
wrote:
Just a quick note to say hello and enquire about the SAPCDA agreement we
discussed. I have not had any communication from the Chamber of Commerce so I
guess they don’t want to proceed. Can you please advise me if you group are now in a
position to sign the document. I am travelling to Samoa, Fiji ,Vanuatu, Tonga, in April
to finalise those arrangements with them. I would like Solomon Islands agreement in
place soon before I depart.
Also the friends in China wish to explore purchasing a CASINO in Solomon Islands, do
you have connections and can you make the necessary introductions in the next few
months if necessary. ?
You will be pleased to know I have secured all of the medical equipment requested by
The Good Samaritan Hospital and will be sending soon as well as the tools for the
number 9 hospital prosthetics ward .
Hope you are well and please respond as soon as you can.
Kind Regards Daryl
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Re: Islands Trip
From:
To:
Date:

Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Adriana Lions <adriana.lions@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Wed, 29 Mar 2017 13:53:52 +1100

And any relevant Peak body similar to s chamber of commerce say C4 wagga ect
Sent from my iPhone
On 29 Mar 2017, at 1:44 pm, Adriana Lions <Adriana.Lions@parliament.nsw.gov.au> wrote:

Hi Daryl
Do you just want contacts for the Chamber of Commerce in each country?
Are there other contacts you’d like me to try to find?
Thanks
Adriana
From: Daryl Maguire
Sent: Tuesday, 28 March 2017 3:43 PM
To: Adriana Lions
Subject: Re: Islands Trip

Thanks ask them again tomorrow keep following up
Sent from my iPhone
On 28 Mar 2017, at 3:09 pm, Adriana Lions <Adriana.Lions@parliament.nsw.gov.au> wrote:
Hi Daryl
All flights and accommodation are booked and paid for for your islands trip.
I have not heard back from any Consulates / Chambers.
Yogesh’s office have been in contact just to ask for an email address.
I have not contacted Jimson’s office either.
Is there anything else you would like me to do?
Kind regards
Adriana
Adriana Lions
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
(02) 6921 1622
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FW: Tonga
From: ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga <electorateoffice.waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
To:
Adriana Lions <adriana.lions@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Date: Thu, 06 Apr 2017 11:35:20 +1000

From: Louise Waterhouse [mailto:louise@waterhouse.to]
Sent: Thursday, 6 April 2017 11:11 AM
To: Adriana Lions; ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga
Cc: 'Leonaitasi Kuluni'
Subject: Tonga

The Hon Daryl McGuire MP
Dear Daryl,
It was indeed a great pleasure to meet with you this morning and discussion your exciting
initiatives for the Pacific Islands and especially for The Kingdom of Tonga.
The good news is that Paul, the President of the Tonga Chamber of Commerce will be back on
Wednesday am and so he and other representatives will be able to meet with you and your
group on Wednesday afternoon.
Also, I have written to HRH Princess Pilolevu, the Princess Royal to see if she is in Tonga and
whether she would be available for an audience.
And, you will have seen I have written about your visit to my friend Paul Aitu-Johanssen who is
the owner of Friend Café and also currently building a guest house in Nuku’alofa.
I mentioned that we had the Chief Secretary to Cabinet here on Monday – as a guest of DFAT,
and that I had mentioned your upcoming trip. DFAT have since advised they have informed our
High Commissioner HE Andrew Ford of your visit – so if you do have time you may like to touch
base. As I mentioned he is switched on and very well-intentioned. We are lucky to have him.
Warm regards

Louise

Louise S.R. Waterhouse
Hon Consul

Consulate General of the Kingdom of Tonga
Level 6, 73 Walker St, (P.O. Box 238)
North Sydney, NSW 2059, Australia
Ph: + 61 2 9936 2028 Fax: +61 2 9936 2099
From: Adriana Lions [mailto:Adriana.Lions@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Tuesday, 4 April 2017 11:19 AM
To: 'Louise waterhouse' <louise@waterhouse.to>
Subject: RE: Meeting Request
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Hi again Louise,
Please see attached Mr Maguire’s itinerary for his upcoming trip.
He has asked me to forward it to yourself and Mr Waterhouse for your information.
Thank you.
Kind regards
Adriana
Adriana Lions
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
(02) 6921 1622

From: Louise waterhouse [ mailto:louise@waterhouse.to ]
Sent: Tuesday, 4 April 2017 6:53 AM
To: Adriana Lions
Subject: Re: Meeting Request

Hi Adriana,
Thank you for your email. Yes,
10am Wednesday would be great.
Thank you
Louise
Louise Waterhouse
Sent from my BlackBerry 10 smartphone on the Telstra Mobile network.
From: Adriana Lions
Sent: Monday, 3 April 2017 10:00
To: 'Louise waterhouse'
Subject: RE: Meeting Request

Good morning Louise
Thank you for your prompt response.
Would you be available to meet Mr Maguire at Parliament House at 10.00am?
Kind regards
Adriana
Adriana Lions
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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(02) 6921 1622

From: Louise waterhouse [ mailto:louise@waterhouse.to ]
Sent: Sunday, 2 April 2017 8:21 PM
To: Adriana Lions; 'tongaconsulate@waterhouse.to'
Cc: Louise JP 206058
Subject: Re: Meeting Request

Dear Adriana,
Thank you for your email regarding the Hon Mr Daryl Maguire MP's upcoming visit to Tonga.
Mr W.S.Waterhouse apologises he is not available but I would be delighted to meet Mr Maguire most suitable would be am on Wednesday 5th.
We could meet at Parliament House or alternatively, may we suggest we host Mr Maguire at the
Consulate General in North Sydney.
As the Chairman of the NSW Parliament Asia Pacific Friendship Group, Mr Maguire
may enjoy our little piece of Tonga in North Sydney!
Looking forward to hearing Mr Maguire's preference.
Kind regards
Louise Waterhouse
Hon Consul
Kingdom of Tonga
Level 6, 73 Walker St
North Sydney, NSW
Ph: 9936 2028

Sent from my BlackBerry 10 smartphone on the Telstra Mobile network.
From: Adriana Lions
Sent: Friday, 31 March 2017 16:28
To: 'louise@waterhouse.to'; 'tongaconsulate@waterhouse.to'
Subject: Meeting Request

Good afternoon
Mr Daryl Maguire MP, Member for Wagga Wagga and Chairman NSW Parliament Asia Pacific
Friendship Group will be visiting Tonga from 11 – 13 April 2017.
He would sincerely appreciate the opportunity to speak to the Consulate-General of the Kingdom
of Tonga (NSW) before he leaves.
Is it possible to organise a meeting between Mr Maguire and Mr William Stanley Waterhouse
next Tuesday 4 April or Wednesday 5 April at Parliament House in Sydney?
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I apologise for the late notice - Mr Maguire leaves Australia on Friday 7 April so there is not much
time to arrange an appointment.
I look forward to your response.
Thank you.
Kind regards
Adriana
Adriana Lions
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
(02) 6921 1622
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RE: Confirm - tele-conversation at 1pm today
From:

Adriana Lions <"/o=parl/ou=exchange administrative group
(fydibohf23spdlt)/cn=recipients/cn=alionsc1a">
To:
Onorina Fugawai <onorina@fijiconsulategeneral.org.au>
Date:
Wed, 05 Apr 2017 11:53:09 +1000
Attachments: SAPCDA MOU.docx (25.95 kB)
Hi Onorina
I apologise the attachment didn't come through - it should work this time.
Kind regards
Adriana
Adriana Lions
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
(02) 6921 1622
-----Original Message----From: Onorina Fugawai [mailto:Onorina@fijiconsulategeneral.org.au]
Sent: Wednesday, 5 April 2017 11:52 AM
To: Adriana Lions
Subject: RE: Confirm - tele-conversation at 1pm today
Importance: High
Hi Adriana
I have called them twice on that number and got through both times.
Their site is http://vcci.com.vu/ you can go on their contact page and contact them from there.
Also, I don't have the attachment and would you have the list of the delegation please?
Kind regards
Onorina
Onorina Fugawai
Business Development Officer
The Consulate General of The Republic Of Fiji Suite 13-14, L11, 100 Walker St NORTH SYDNEY
NSW 2060
T: (02) 9900 0772
F: (02) 8904 0376
"Buy and Support Fijian Made"
Email Disclaimer: This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for
the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. This message contains confidential
information and is intended only for the individual named. If you are not the named addressee you
should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if
you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. If you are not the
intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance
on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited. The contents of this email, unless expressly
stated, do not comprise the views of, or any representation by the GOVERNMENT OF FIJI or
the CONSULATE GENERAL OF THE REPUBLIC OF FIJI IN SYDNEY. Anti-virus measures have
been installed on this electronic mail system but liability for virus damage suffered by any recipient as a
result of this transmission cannot be accepted.
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-----Original Message----From: Adriana Lions [mailto:Adriana.Lions@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Wednesday, 5 April 2017 11:49 AM
To: Onorina Fugawai <Onorina@fijiconsulategeneral.org.au>
Subject: RE: Confirm - tele-conversation at 1pm today
Hi Onorina
Daryl has asked me to forward you the attached Memorandum of Understanding for the Shenzhen
Asia Pacific Commercial Development Association.
He thinks that this should help in answer to your queries. He also added that the intention is to firm
partnerships with each country to develop opportunities.
I hope this helps.
The second email address you provided bounced back as well and the phone number rang out,
without a message bank. Do you have any other suggestions for contacting Vanuatu re the Chamber
of Commerce?
Thank you.
Kind regards
Adriana
Adriana Lions
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
(02) 6921 1622
-----Original Message----From: Onorina Fugawai [mailto:Onorina@fijiconsulategeneral.org.au]
Sent: Wednesday, 5 April 2017 11:28 AM
To: Adriana Lions
Subject: RE: Confirm - tele-conversation at 1pm today
Importance: High
Hi Adriana
The phone number is
The email address should be
@vcci.com.vu
You can try ringing and speak with a lady called Lei.
I look forward to receiving the details from you at your earliest convenience.
Kind regards
Onorina
Onorina Fugawai
Business Development Officer
The Consulate General of The Republic Of Fiji Suite 13-14, L11, 100 Walker St NORTH SYDNEY
NSW 2060
T: (02) 9900 0772
F: (02) 8904 0376
"Buy and Support Fijian Made"
Email Disclaimer: This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for
the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. This message contains confidential
information and is intended only for the individual named. If you are not the named addressee you
should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if
you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. If you are not the
intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance
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on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited. The contents of this email, unless expressly
stated, do not comprise the views of, or any representation by the GOVERNMENT OF FIJI or
the CONSULATE GENERAL OF THE REPUBLIC OF FIJI IN SYDNEY. Anti-virus measures have
been installed on this electronic mail system but liability for virus damage suffered by any recipient as a
result of this transmission cannot be accepted.
-----Original Message----From: Adriana Lions [mailto:Adriana.Lions@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Wednesday, 5 April 2017 11:25 AM
To: Onorina Fugawai <Onorina@fijiconsulategeneral.org.au>
Subject: RE: Confirm - tele-conversation at 1pm today
Good morning Onorina
Thank you for your email.
I am waiting on some information from Daryl regarding the delegation details. I will get them to you as
soon as possible.
Thank you for the contact details for the Vanuatu Chamber of Commerce. The email address you
provided has bounced back - can you confirm that this is the correct address?
Also, are you able to advise if there are any other codes I need to use to call the Vanuatu phone
number you have provided?
Thank you.
Kind regards
Adriana
Adriana Lions
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
(02) 6921 1622
-----Original Message----From: Onorina Fugawai [mailto:Onorina@fijiconsulategeneral.org.au]
Sent: Wednesday, 5 April 2017 11:13 AM
To: Anna Raratabu; Adriana Lions
Subject: RE: Confirm - tele-conversation at 1pm today
Importance: High
Hi Adriana
Looking forward to receiving the information on delegation as I need to lock in these meetings as soon
as possible.
I will be away from the office tomorrow and return on Friday morning.
We were also asked to provide you details for the Vanuatu Chamber of Commerce and contact details
are as follows:
Contac
rid Poulekone
Email:
@vcci.com.vu
Telepho
Kind regards
Onorina
Onorina Fugawai
Business Development Officer
The Consulate General of The Republic Of Fiji Suite 13-14, L11, 100 Walker St NORTH SYDNEY
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NSW 2060
T: (02) 9900 0772
F: (02) 8904 0376
"Buy and Support Fijian Made"
Email Disclaimer: This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for
the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. This message contains confidential
information and is intended only for the individual named. If you are not the named addressee you
should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if
you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. If you are not the
intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance
on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited. The contents of this email, unless expressly
stated, do not comprise the views of, or any representation by the GOVERNMENT OF FIJI or
the CONSULATE GENERAL OF THE REPUBLIC OF FIJI IN SYDNEY. Anti-virus measures have
been installed on this electronic mail system but liability for virus damage suffered by any recipient as a
result of this transmission cannot be accepted.
-----Original Message----From: Anna Raratabu
Sent: Wednesday, 5 April 2017 10:28 AM
To: Adriana Lions <Adriana.Lions@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Cc: Onorina Fugawai <Onorina@fijiconsulategeneral.org.au>
Subject: RE: Confirm - tele-conversation at 1pm today
Hi Adriana,
During tele-conference between MP Maguire and Mr Khan, Mr Maguire mentioned he would send
across more information about the delegation he is bringing and proposed items for discussion so we
can secure a meeting with Fiji Chamber of Commerce and PIPSO. And I have to follow up on this info
with you.
Thank you again Adriana and looking forward to receive those Info at the earliest.
Kind regards
Anna
Fiji Consulate General
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Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development Association

Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development
Association
Memorandum of Understanding

1. Principle and Core Value
The principle of Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development Association
(SAPCDA) is to engage to developing countries to promote the commerce
and trade as well as charitable projects.
The Parties agree to the following principles for the relationship:


Trust based relationship – a partnering relationship built on each party
working the basis of trust, respect and understanding.



No surprises approach – a partnering relationship built on each party
behaving with integrity and in good faith, with appropriate knowledge and
information sharing.



Open communication – a partnering relationship built on each party
discussing issues openly, being open to constructive feedback, and
understanding and respecting each other’s knowledge, expertise,
operating environment, and capabilities.



Flexible – a partnering relationship built on each party taking an open
approach on differences of views and opinions and being flexible
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Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development Association

regarding the resolution of any issues which may arise.

2. General Agreements
The basic agreements of operation include:


SAPCDA consists of successful business men, women and companies,
who look forward to investing in Asia Pacific countries in sectors including
tourism, real estate, mineral resources, ocean resources, as well as the
generosity donate to charitable organization.



Nation members have responsibility to share the potential investment
projects, list of resources, needs of community and special projects of
charitable nature that SAPCDA can assist to fund. Identify and
communicate any future trends, developments in the Local area.



SAPCDA has full responsibility and voting right to review and select the
worthwhile projects that nation members submit. SAPCDA makes
decision base on the amount of fund required, return of investments, risks
of investments etc. For charitable projects, decision will be based on the
priority of urgency, influence to the community, amount of fund required.



There is no expectation of contribution by any of the nations invited to be
members of SAPCDA. Nation membership will be in honorary capacity



SAPCDA will review all investment and charitable projects annually, a
comprehensive financial report will be presented to the board and nation
members representative

Volume 27

1036

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development Association

Volume 27

1037

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development Association

3. Code of Conduct
SAPCDA and its nation members agree to:



Endeavour to work together on all issues where it is agreed the
community will benefit from a collaborative approach in a supportive
manner.



Make every effort to accommodate, acknowledge or fairly represent any
dissenting view between the Parties.



Agree to act co-operatively and in good faith on issues of information and
disclosure. Innovations, operational actions, discussions and confidential
commercial information must not be shared with any third parties without
the approval of both Parties. However, information in the public domain
may be further distributed among usual channels and networks.



Acknowledge each Parties unique accountabilities and responsibilities.



Agree to investigate joint initiatives and opportunities between the two
Parties. These may involve other parties where appropriate.



In the case of disagreement and following consultation in good faith,
nothing in this MOU shall prevent the Parties from making decisions in
their own interests. At times, both Parties will agree to disagree.
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Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development Association

4. Signature and Stamp

_____________________________
_____________________________
Daryl Maguire
Hon. President of SAPCDA

Li Ming Hao
Chairman of SAPCDA

_____________________________
_____________________________
XXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

_____________________________
_____________________________
XXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development Association

_____________________________
_____________________________
XXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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Letter
From:
To:
Date:
Attachments:

Adriana Lions <adriana.lions@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
@gmail.com>,
@iprimus.com.au
Maggie Sining Wang
Tue, 13 Jun 2017 16:01:04 +1000
Shenzhen People.docx (14.35 kB)

Kind regards
Adriana
Adriana Lions
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
(02) 6921 1622
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Shenzhen People’s Government

Dear

I write to you seeking your assistance with an emerging issue in our country,
with the hope that you can help. Apia, the Capital City of Samoa, has been a
Sister City of Shenzhen since August 2015. We value this relationship greatly.
In April this year, we welcomed a delegation from the Shenzhen Council for the
Promotion of Asia Pacific Commerce and Trade (SCPAPCT). A mutual
Memorandum of Understanding was signed with the Samoa Chamber of
Commerce and SCPAPCT. SCPAPCT has provided the Samoa Chamber of
Commerce with instructions and guided them, particularly in business and
commercial areas. For example, following the withdrawal of investment and
shutdown of its factory by one of the biggest foreign investors (Yazaki
Corporation) this year, Apia is under the pressure of increased unemployment
rates, which would cause negative impacts on the local economy and social
stability.
In recent years, the Shenzhen Government has successfully developed your city
into a world class city. Shenzhen has a lot we can learn from, especially in the
high technology field.
We look forward to working with you, seeking your assistance and guidance in
developing our beautiful city Apia.

Kind regards
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RE: 181 James Ruse Drive, Camellia
From:
To:
Date:

Charlie Demian <c.demian@demian.com.au>
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Mon, 23 Jan 2017 11:43:09 +1100

Hi Daryl,
Happy new year;
And thanks again for assisting in this important project.
I have worked on this project for the past 8 years and completed over a 100 reports and investigations/community consultations. The
majority of the local community support this project, from memory council has only ever received 2 objections. There was a satisfactory
arrangement achieved with RMS in April of 2015 and further, a clear direction from the Department Of Planning (gateway
Determinations) that this project may proceed prior to completion of investigations for the Eastern Area of Camellia. The Eastern side
which is divided by the railway corridor (Carlingford Line) will take years to resolve Traffic & Environmental issues such as Asbestos &
Chromium Metals.
Hence, I am not asking for an approval at this stage, I am requesting a satisfactory arrangement in a dual approach where our project is
assessed on existing infrastructure and may be upgraded in due course should the future local road network not be suitable at our cost.
We have been going in this viscous circle for 3 years and have expanded some serious money on surveys, modelling and traffic outcomes
directed by RMS & Transport.
The only way forward is to meet with senior RMS and Transport personal to achieve an outcome based on an arrangement with RMS,
Transport & Department Of Planning & Infrastructure to resolve an acceptable outcome for the development “access” based on existing
Road Networks and vis a VPA secure a monetary sum to underwrite any future road network changes affecting access for this
development that may require modifications.
Any ideas where to next?

Regards
Charlie Demian

PH: 02 88 300 400
FAX: 02 88 300 499
L2/7 Charles Street,
Parramatta NSW 2150

From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Sunday, 22 January 2017 7:26 AM
To: Charlie Demian <c.demian@demian.com.au>
Subject: Fwd: 181 James Ruse Drive, Camellia

Sent from my iPad
Begin forwarded message:
From: Reg Fisk <Reg.Fisk@minister.nsw.gov.au>
Date: 20 January 2017 11:45:55 am AEDT
To: Daryl Maguire <Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Subject: 181 James Ruse Drive, Camellia
Dear Daryl
I have had a further discussion with RMS in relation to a rezoning and redevelopment proposal at this site.
I am advised that the lead for consideration of this Priority Precinct is Department of Planning and Environment (DPE) and that the
Transport cluster is working with the DPE on the infrastructure requirements that are needed for the future exhibition of land-use
and infrastructure strategy for this priority precinct that features in the Draft Central West District Plan currently on exhibition.
Approval for redevelopment within this priority precinct will be informed by the overall infrastructure needs for the Greater
Parramatta and Olympic Peninsula See p 3 of the Draft West Central District Plan) which includes the future functionality of the
roads network including James Ruse Drive as part of the Parramatta ring roads system and, also, the future design of the Parramatta
light rail crossing of James Ruse Drive.
The Below is copied from the Department of Planning and Environment’s website and, I have highlighted the next steps section and
coloured the reference to future studies which references their (DPE) expected time frame.

Volume 27

1043

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

Camellia
Introduction
We are working with local councils and communities to look at opportunities for new jobs, homes and community facilities close to
transport links and the Parramatta CBD.
The Department and the City of Parramatta Council have developed a Land Use and Infrastructure Strategy for the Camellia
Precinct, which will help to revitalise the area and make it a great place to live.
The strategy considers:
camellia_strategy_infographic_834x317

How to get involved
Community input is an important part of the planning process.
The public exhibition of the Land Use and Infrastructure Strategy closed on 18 September 2015 . We would like to thank
everyone who completed the online survey or provided feedback. You can view the Camellia Precinct Land Use and Infrastructure
Strategy Consultation Report here .

Next Steps
We will review and consider all issues raised in the submissions to the exhibition as part of preparing the more detailed rezoning
proposal to go on public exhibition in mid-2017.
The rezoning will be informed by further technical studies that will look at the infrastructure needed to support local transport and
access, open space, community facilities and public amenity improvements .

Regards,
Reg. Fisk
Principal Adviser
Office of the Minister for Roads, Maritime and Freight
_______________________________________
Email
Tel:
Fax:

Reg.Fisk@minister.nsw.gov.au
02 8574 5500
02 8574 5501

Description: NSW NOW

This message is intended for the addressee named and may contain confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient, please delete it and notify the sender.
Views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender, and are not necessarily those of the office of the Premier.
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FW: 181 James Ruse Drive, Camellia
From:
To:
Cc:
Date:

Reg Fisk <reg.fisk@minister.nsw.gov.au>
Adriana Lions <adriana.lions@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Siobhan McCarthy <siobhan.mccarthy@minister.nsw.gov.au>
Mon, 23 Jan 2017 16:18:38 +1100

Dear Adriana
As discussed.
Note that the time line is set by DPE and I understand that Camellia and the Greater Parramatta and Olympic Peninsula is the first
Collaboration area identified in Greater Sydney by the Greater Sydney Commission (see also details in 3.2.1 on pps 41-42 of the draft
West Central District Plan from the Greater Sydney Commission, available on its website).
Regards,
Reg. Fisk
From: Reg Fisk
Sent: Friday, 20 January 2017 11:46 AM
To: 'Daryl Maguire'
Subject: 181 James Ruse Drive, Camellia

Dear Daryl
I have had a further discussion with RMS in relation to a rezoning and redevelopment proposal at this site.
I am advised that the lead for consideration of this Priority Precinct is Department of Planning and Environment (DPE) and that the
Transport cluster is working with the DPE on the infrastructure requirements that are needed for the future exhibition of land-use and
infrastructure strategy for this priority precinct that features in the Draft Central West District Plan currently on exhibition.
Approval for redevelopment within this priority precinct will be informed by the overall infrastructure needs for the Greater
Parramatta and Olympic Peninsula See p 3 of the Draft West Central District Plan) which includes the future functionality of the roads
network including James Ruse Drive as part of the Parramatta ring roads system and, also, the future design of the Parramatta light
rail crossing of James Ruse Drive.
The Below is copied from the Department of Planning and Environment’s website and, I have highlighted the next steps section and
coloured the reference to future studies which references their (DPE) expected time frame.

Camellia
Introduction
We are working with local councils and communities to look at opportunities for new jobs, homes and community facilities close to
transport links and the Parramatta CBD.
The Department and the City of Parramatta Council have developed a Land Use and Infrastructure Strategy for the Camellia Precinct,
which will help to revitalise the area and make it a great place to live.
The strategy considers:

How to get involved
Community input is an important part of the planning process.
The public exhibition of the Land Use and Infrastructure Strategy closed on 18 September 2015 . We would like to thank
everyone who completed the online survey or provided feedback. You can view the Camellia Precinct Land Use and Infrastructure
Strategy Consultation Report here .
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Next Steps
We will review and consider all issues raised in the submissions to the exhibition as part of preparing the more detailed rezoning
proposal to go on public exhibition in mid-2017.
The rezoning will be informed by further technical studies that will look at the infrastructure needed to support local transport and
access, open space, community facilities and public amenity improvements .

Regards,
Reg. Fisk
Principal Adviser
Office of the Minister for Roads, Maritime and Freight
_______________________________________
Email
Tel:
Fax:

Reg.Fisk@minister.nsw.gov.au
02 8574 5500
02 8574 5501

This message is intended for the addressee named and may contain confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient, please delete it and notify the sender.
Views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender, and are not necessarily those of the office of the Premier.
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INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION

5

RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN SENIOR INVESTIGATOR PAUL
GRAINGER AND INVESTIGATOR CAROL WONG OF THE INDEPENDENT
COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION AND WILLIAM LUONG AT ICAC
BUSINESS PREMISES, LEVEL 7, 255 ELIZABETH STREET, SYDNEY ON 12 APRIL
2019.

10

TIME:

9:59AM

PRESENT:

SENIOR INVESTIGATOR, PAUL GRAINGER
INVESTIGATOR, CAROL WONG
WILLIAM LUONG

GRAINGER:

This is an electronic record of interview between Paul Grainger and Mr
William Luong being conducted in the ICAC offices at level 7, 255
Elizabeth Street, Sydney. Today is the 12th of April 2019 and the time is
9.59am by my watch. Other than myself there are two other people present
and for the purpose of voice identification I’ll ask them to state their name.
Starting with you William.

LUONG:

William Luong’s my name.

GRAINGER:

And Luong is spelt (spells) L-U-O-N-G is that correct?

LUONG:

That’s correct, yep.

GRAINGER:

Carol?

WONG:

And Carol Wong.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Now William have you given your consent to have your voice
recorded today?

LUONG:

Yes I have.

GRAINGER:

William prior to the recording I advised you a number of things. I’ll just
adopt those onto the record now. Do you agree that I advised you this is
was a voluntary process?

LUONG:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Do you agree that I advised you the Commission is not exercising a
coercive power at this time?

LUONG:

Yes.

15
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GRAINGER:

Do you agree that I advised you that you’re under no obligation to say or
do anything as anything you say or do will be recorded and may be used
in evidence?

LUONG:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Do you agree that I advised you when, when I say evidence I mean a
Commission’s investigation or any criminal prosecution that may be
commenced as a result of that, of the Commission’s investigation?

LUONG:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

You asked me a question whether it relates to Mr Maguire and I said yes.

LUONG:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And you also asked whether it related to you and I said yes it –

LUONG:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- it can relate to you too. Do you understand that?

LUONG:

Yep.

15

GRAINGER:

Do you agree that I advised you that pursuant to the ICAC Act it is, it is a
criminal offence to deliberately provided false or misleading information
to an officer of the Commission exercising their functions under the Act?
Any information provided in the interview today needs to be true and to
the best of your knowledge and belief.

20

LUONG:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Do you understand that?

LUONG:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Now do you understand each of those things I’ve told you?

LUONG:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Do you have any questions at this stage?

LUONG:

No.

GRAINGER:

Nope. William just your full name please?

LUONG:

William Luong (spells) L-U-O-N-G.

GRAINGER:

William are you known by any other name at all?

LUONG:

Kim Nguyen (spells) N-G-U-Y-E-N. That was my maiden name and then
I changed my name by deed poll to William Luong, I think a long time
ago, I –

GRAINGER:

Okay.
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5

LUONG:

- thirty or forty years ago. I can’t remember.

GRAINGER:

Yep. So Kim Nguyen Luong –

LUONG:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- was your original name?

LUONG:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And you’ve changed it be deed poll to William?

LUONG:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay. William your date of birth?

LUONG:
10

GRAINGER:

Your residential address?

LUONG:

Number

, Ashfield.
Ashfield. And your best contact number William?

GRAINGER:
LUONG:
GRAINGER:

Thank you. Now William just by way of background what do you consider
your occupation to be?

LUONG:

I was a qualified accountant and then move on to become a stock broker,
merchant bankers and sale. I think probably, officially could be a, just an
account, accountant. So I was trained as accountant.

GRAINGER:

Okay so you were trained as an accountant. What do you do now? Are you
still an accountant?

LUONG:

No, no.

GRAINGER:

What do you do now?

LUONG:

I basically only do small business consulting work whatever, we’re trying
to do a little bit export.

GRAINGER:

Consulting and export.

LUONG:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Do you develop property at all?

LUONG:

We look at a Project at Cawdor but actually it’s failed at this stage.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Now you’re –

LUONG:

We also had a, in conjunction with other people we have a property
develop at Turramurra. That was back in 2015. That was sold in 2015.
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GRAINGER:

Okay so you’re, do you own, are you involved in companies?

LUONG:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Which ones? What are their names?

LUONG:

A number of them now. Deep Venture, (spells) D-E-E-P Deep Ventures
Proprietary Limited, Deep Venture Corporation Proprietary Limited,
Swarmer Trading Propriety Limited, Swarmer Investment Proprietary
Limited and I think another one is Pacific Australia Corporation
Proprietary Limited. I don’t know whether there’s another one still exist to
be honest and that’s called I think Australian and China, Australia and
China Food and Beverages Health Supplement Association something like
that. They’re a supply association.

GRAINGER:

Okay, so you were, of those companies you were director of each of those
companies?

LUONG:

I was director, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Mm.

LUONG:

I think that one is closed, I think.

GRAINGER:

Okay were there any other directors of these companies as well?

LUONG:

Any other directors?

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

LUONG:

Now I got to use my memory now. I think with the Australian China I
think there’s Mr Zhu, don’t ask me his Chinese name to be honest. I just
call him Mr Zhu.

WONG:

How do you spell Zhu?

LUONG:

I think it’s Z-H-U I think and probably the ASIC record will show -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

LUONG:

- I can’t recall to be honest. And then I think you had Benjamin Chow was
there and I think, I think we had Daryl Maguire’s our honourable chair,
‘cause they’re trying to promote the Australian product into China at the
time. That was the aim of the Association but they fail.

GRAINGER:

This was the Australian Chinese –

LUONG:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- Beverage Association?

LUONG:

Yes, yes, Australian, Australia and China Food Beverages and Health
Supplement. Something like that.

GRAINGER:

Okay.
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LUONG:

A very long name. I can’t recall.

GRAINGER:

Ehm, ehm. The other companies you mentioned, Deep Ventures and –

LUONG:

Deep Ventures is –

GRAINGER:

Swarmer.

LUONG:

- yeah, Deep Ventures is a company set up to hold this Cawdor Project.
Deep Venture Corporation obviously is a project company to manage the
project.

GRAINGER:

Okay so what was the Cawdor Project? What was that?

LUONG:

The Cawdor?

GRAINGER:

Mm.

LUONG:

The Cawdor Project’s a rural land and we bought on call option, actually
we bought by default because the other one walk away and we end up with,
with the call and then we exchanged contract. I couldn’t enough, couldn’t
raise the funds to settle so actually we forfeit.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

So the company hasn’t done anything at this stage obviously. So has the
Deep Venture Corporation ‘cause one’s go to the others –

GRAINGER:

Any -

LUONG:

- this one doesn’t work, the other one doesn’t work.

GRAINGER:

You indicated that that sale fell through did you?

LUONG:

No I was basically, initially we, there was no intention to own the land at
all. As I said I’ve been consulting agents through this whole thing you
know, buyer agent that sort of thing. So there was a guy who is a friend of
mine, called Simon Lim. He says his uncle would like to look at this land.
So I took him over there and then they promised to buy and ask, ask to
enter a call option they have to go back to Hong Kong and then we enter a
call option now and then, right, ‘cause he went back to Hong Kong and at
the end of the day we end up with a mess, all right, he walk away.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Just turn to Mr Maguire. What do you know of Mr Maguire?

LUONG:

I met him in China through another functions. One of the opening of a
restaurant in Guangzhou. At the time I was there I happened, I had known
Gordon Tse.

GRAINGER:

Hmm-hmm.

LUONG:

Gordon Tse I think is (spells) T-S-E and so Gordon was basically- I was
at a function Gordon introduced me to Maguire, and since then we just
keep contact, that’s all.
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GRAINGER:

So what, what did, what did Mr Maguire do for a living when you met
him?

LUONG:

He was a Member of Parliament obviously.

GRAINGER:

Okay so you were aware of that were you?

LUONG:

Yes, yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay did Mr Maguire make you aware of that when you first met him?

LUONG:

I couldn’t recall.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

I couldn’t recall but I knew he was a, I think it was after, before I couldn’t
recall but I was introduced to Maguire. Remember the opening was done
by Barry O’Farrell.

GRAINGER:

Hmm-hmm, okay.

LUONG:

So a lot of people there.

GRAINGER:

All right and you said Gordon Tse?

LUONG:

Gordon Tse. T-

GRAINGER:

And it’s - yeah –

LUONG:

Gordon Tse owns it yep.

GRAINGER:

Okay so how do you know Gordon Tse?

LUONG:

I think I know Gordon through some friend of mine. At the time we
looking at- Gordon I think was a shareholder of a infant formula by the
name of Pinnacle and at that time, as you know, China’s got a problem
with their infant formula. I think it was back to 2008 or nine or seven, and
then obviously Gordon couldn’t get this- I spend a fair bit of time in China
as you probably know. That was a few years and a fair bit of time in China
so I have my own connection there to help get part of the distribute –

GRAINGER:

Hmm.
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- and so Gordon through a friend, I think it was Julian, whether it was
Julian or not I can’t remember- recall. Somehow got hold of my number
and then we met and talk and then obviously that’s failed because, Dr ELi was a major shareholder wasn’t agreed to the terms and conditions how
it was distribute.
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GRAINGER:

Mmm-hmm.

LUONG:

And also Dr Elai couldn’t give a guarantee just Chinese part, that they need
to have 80 containers in order to satisfy the cost of the distribution ‘cause
you have promotion and all that. If you’re doing a very small quantity you
make a big, big loss in China. So, it’s fail.
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GRAINGER:

Okay so –

LUONG:

That’s how I met him.

GRAINGER:

Alright, so that’s how you met Gordon and you mentioned someone by the
name of Julian.

LUONG:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Julian (UNINTELLIGIBLE)?

LUONG:

I don’t know whether it’s Julian, I can’t remember.

GRAINGER:

Yep, Chinese?

LUONG:

Chinese.

GRAINGER:

Chinese.

LUONG:

I remember someone introduced me to him because I think Gordon is this
time need some help.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

That’s how we get.

GRAINGER:

Okay so what did you like –

LUONG:

And then since after that, I’ve sort of more contact with Jul – with Gordon
than anybody else ‘cause Gordon is the key man.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

I think Gordon was the one given by Dr Elai according to him the right to
do the thing in China ‘cause it’s Chinese expense in China.

GRAINGER:

Okay was –

LUONG:

But obviously he wasn’t involved in this sort of distribution product.

GRAINGER:

With Mr Maguire do you, do you know what position in Parliament he
held?

LUONG:

I think at the time, I think it was after at the time, I can’t recall now. I think
he gave me a business card. Whether at the time I wouldn’t know to be
honest whether, I think it was Government Whip but I don’t know whether,
what that mean to be honest.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

But I know it later.

GRAINGER:

You found out later did you?

LUONG:

Yeah of course. Yeah I met him in the office when he came back here.
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GRAINGER:

Okay. We’re coming to that shortly. Now how would you describe your
relationship with Mr Maguire?

LUONG:

I think he’s very good friend, the relationship ‘cause he’s very friendly
‘cause I think we get we are Asian we don’t know much about the
process here. Obviously we always asking for help and ask him for
advice on Government things so he always give proper advice and help.
He also introduce me, ‘cause at the time I wanted to separate
(UNINTELLIGIBLE) myself, trying to export Australian food,
agricultural food whatever, beef, whatever.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

LUONG:

And so- point me to the right directions, people to contact and that sort of
thing.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Did you have meals together?

LUONG:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay, and –

LUONG:

Obviously now. As a matter of, appreciation I got
(UNINTELLIGIBLE), so sometime we invited him for meal, yep.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Break – well which meals have you invited him to? Like breakfast
or dinners or lunches or what?

LUONG:

I think very seldom to be honest was lunch. It most- it may have been was
ah- breakfast. Most of them was like lunch or dinner.

GRAINGER:

Okay. All right. You attend social functions with him at all other than the
meals we’ve discussed?

LUONG:

Social function. When you say, what do you mean social function?

GRAINGER:

Parties, birthday celebrations?

LUONG:

I don’t think I have attend birthday celebration here. I think there were, we
bump each other into China. I think there was a parties we attend together
because we are common guests.

GRAINGER:

Okay and do you recall what those parties were?

LUONG:

I think there was a, we bump each other into China for a number of times
‘cause of Gordon obviously, ‘cause when I’m in China, he’s in China, the
two of us together and I think it was one in Shenzhen there was a karaoke,
I think.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm. In Shenzhen? Kara -

LUONG:

Yeah and be- beside that I think it’s all just, social men business -

GRAINGER:

Okay.
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LUONG:

- people meeting each other for talk and whatever.

GRAINGER:

Okay Mr Maguire do you recall what electorate he represented?

LUONG:

Wagga Wagga.

GRAINGER:

Okay and do you live in that electorate? No. Do you have any interests in
that electorate at all as in property development or land or something at
all?

LUONG:

Nah, no.

GRAINGER:

No?

LUONG:

I have no interest. I remember Gordon ask me about, there was a land
development there in the area but I’m not interested in that.

GRAINGER:

Okay you don’t happen to have -

LUONG:

We have discussed but, no.

GRAINGER:

No nothing in Wagga Wagga?

LUONG:

No.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

But obviously I have discussions with people on product exporting to
China but so far none of them successful.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

Either the price not right or our terms not right.

GRAINGER:

And obviously from your friendship with Mr Maguire have you become
aware of what his occupation was before he entered Parliament?

LUONG:

No.

GRAINGER:

No?

LUONG:

Oh, I aware of it after. Well after I think he was a franchisee of Harvey
Norman or something.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

I think it was someone told me that.

GRAINGER:

But this –

LUONG:

Gordon or –

GRAINGER:

- was beforehand -

LUONG:

- yeah, well, yeah, something like that.
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GRAINGER:

Is that correct?

LUONG:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And you think Gordon told you that?

LUONG:

I don’t know who.

GRAINGER:

Someone did.

LUONG:

Someone. So somehow I came across that.

GRAINGER:

All right now Mr Maguire –

LUONG:

- whether it was Mr Maguire told me or Gordon told me or a mutual friend,
I don’t know. It’s one of those things I heard but I’m not going to dig into
those things.

GRAINGER:

Okay sure.

LUONG:

‘Cause he’s personal problem, I didn’t want to dig into it.

GRAINGER:

Mr Maguire when he was a Member of Parliament had a number of staff
members that assisted him both in Wagga and here in Sydney. Did you
ever meet any of those people?

LUONG:

Yeah I have.

GRAINGER:

And who do you, do you remember who they were?

LUONG:

I think it’s one called Nicole isn’t it? Nicole. There was a young lady
called, young, sorry young lady I can’t recall her last one - I think there
was a dinner held at the Parliament for him and there was like 21 people
or something. I was one of them and I think I was greeted by a young lady
from Magu – from Wagga. I don’t know who she, can’t remember her
name. She introduced herself “I’m the assistant, blah, blah from Wagga”.
I remember this young lady. I think there’s another called, one a little bit
more, probably in her 30 or late 20 or I think it’s Nicole- Nicole Cartwright
or whatever. I think the earlier one, when I first came back was a young
male. Can’t remember the name to be honest.

GRAINGER:

Okay and how’d you come to know those people? By what means?

LUONG:

‘Cause I went to visit.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

I went to visit him.

GRAINGER:

Yep. Did they ever assist you in anything like travel or visas or things like
that?

LUONG:

I did ask Maguire to help me to get a 12 visa I think if my memory’s correct
to China.
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GRAINGER:

And how, how would Mr Maguire do that?

LUONG:

I didn’t know whether he did or at the end I did it myself I can’t recall.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So these people you’ve met in Mr Maguire’s office, what did you
understand their role to be?

LUONG:

To me I think it’s, was introduced either the PA some sort or –

GRAINGER:

Okay assist – assistant to Mr Maguire is that correct?

LUONG:

Yeah, yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Have you ever eaten in the Parliamentary dining rooms with Mr Maguire?

LUONG:

I have.

GRAINGER:

Okay and –

LUONG:

I think it’s, the, I think we had discussions and then we sort of ate in the
dining room I think two or three times.

GRAINGER:

Okay and, and who paid?

LUONG:

He paid.

GRAINGER:

And –

LUONG:

I think there was ones with the Assistant I think. I think there was one with
the Assistant. I think there’s three people, I was one.

GRAINGER:

Okay. With Mr Maguire what, Mr Maguire –

LUONG:

I think it’s probably just like you know, in return service based on the meal
he had outside.

GRAINGER:

Sure.

LUONG:

And then it’s like we had to go to a Parliament (UNINTELLIGIBLE).

GRAINGER:

Yeah. So a quid pro quo type situation –

LUONG:

Yeah, yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

- is that what you’re saying to me? As a Member of Parliament, what did
you understand Mr Maguire’s role to be? What was he supposed to do as
an MP?

LUONG:

One of the things as MP, I have been involved in a number of community
works and now I’m involved actually with the finance on a number of
community organisation as directors. I forgot about this part because to me
I think it was something, it wasn’t my business. So I often bump into
Parliament MP Minister, whatever.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.
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LUONG:

So we basically, we talk about community issue as well and how we can
help the communities. So I think Maguire role is, part of his role to help,
help the community. Help the business to make, you know Australia much
more prosper I think that’s his role actually.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

I think he should perform that role.

GRAINGER:

And do you think that role relates to Wagga Wagga?

LUONG:

I’m not a politician so I don’t know whether he actually if- it’s defined in
that area or it should be born in the area.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Was Mr Maguire particularly interested in China?

LUONG:

I’m not quite sure.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

I cannot answer that question. I think it’s a personal thing.

GRAINGER:

Now you’ve, you’ve in, initiated, sorry, you stated before that you’ve
sought Mr Maguire’s assistance from time to time on matters, advice and
things like that. Other than you seeking Mr Maguire’s advice, has Mr
Maguire actually offered you assistance in relation to anything you’ve
been doing, any business transactions?

LUONG:

As I said he pointed me out to a lot of contacts, especially the Wagga
Wagga area. He always introduce people from Wagga Wagga to me, I
think it’s probably want to mix with that area possibly. I think that’s part
of his, probably part of his role. So I don’t mind then attend that. To me
being a business person is, whatever cheaper product I can get and the
terms I can get, I can make it successful. So I have talked to a number of
those people there –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

- but so far nothing gone through unfortunately.

GRAINGER:

So just give an example of some of the, the, the business ventures or
opportunities that you’ve either sought Mr Maguire’s advice on or he’s
provided to you.

LUONG:

Okay. I think it was beef. He introduced me to Phil, what’s his surname,
ah can’t recall his surname to be honest. Let me see if I can find his
surname on my phone.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

LUONG:

I put in Phil it might come out. Then he introduced me to a number of beef
company and also I think there was something about sourcing of oranges
and (UNINTELLIGIBLE) talk about water. I think there was milk but
none of that successful so.
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GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

(Undecipherable)

GRAINGER:

Okay. Are these business interests you had? That you were in - interested
in these things or Mr Maguire said to you these, these –

LUONG:

No ‘cause I have people that actually ask for me this sort of thing in –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

- from China so the interest wasn’t- so earn a in- (UNINTELLIGIBLE)
trim (UNINTELLIGIBLE) obviously provided Tim is smart, they take it
out, they take it.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Could Phil be Phil Elliot?

LUONG:

I think so, now, I think so, let me just, I think it’s Phil Elliot. I think there
was a first beef thing, yeah, yeah it’s Phil Elliot. Yeah you’re right.

GRAINGER:

Phil Elliot okay. And tell me about Phil Elliot. Who’s Phil Elliot?

LUONG:

I only met him once. Off my memory I can’t recall where. I spoke with
him a number of times over the phone and I remember the time we asked
for quarter beef. I don’t know whether we know what’s quarter beef.
Quarter beef is a cow is cut into four. So it’s four quarters and I can’t
remember the other time he refer to me, but obviously the price not right
so we couldn’t get it done.

GRAINGER:

So Phil refers you to an abattoir. So why did Mr Maguire refer you to Phil?

LUONG:

I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

So –

LUONG:

I mean he probably doesn’t know the abattoir, I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

But, so with, with Phil is Phil a friend of Mr Maguire’s or what’s the
relationship?

LUONG:

I don’t, I don’t know. Only as I said, I only met Phil once I think if my
memory’s correct and I have a number of conversations involved with him
where a lot of, a number of emails backward and forward obviously.

GRAINGER:

And nothing came of the- okay. Now in relation to any of your business
interests, have you ever asked Mr Maguire to advocate for you to other
Members of Parliament or Ministers?

LUONG:

Not to my understanding but I asked Mr Maguire to intervene on one thing
that was a project in Turramarra as I said and, we had everything done to
what the council want. We had (UNINTELLIGIBLE) done to amend it,
and we amend it, and then whether he actually help at the end I don’t know,
all right. And then we were very frustrated ‘cause it’d been drag and drag
by Ku-ring-gai Council especially on the one with the lady over there, I
think it was Kimberley I think. So that- I had discussion with town planner
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and blah, blah and so the town planner told us that, you know it was
dragged by this lady, you know everything was tick, tick, tick you know.
This lady is saying “oh I didn’t do anything”.
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GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

LUONG

So I asked Mr Maguire now whether he can help us to get this. Whether
he had done anything, I don’t know. Whether it was through him at the end
it got approved but we actually got all the ticks, all right.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

So the one lady just sitting on it.

GRAINGER:

So –

LUONG:

We know, we had a, we had a thing submitted. We were just dragged it.
We highlight all the things so we actually make all the amendments for
what they want basically.

GRAINGER:

So the- this development in Turramarra you said and which council was
involved?

LUONG:

Ku-ring-gai Council.

GRAINGER:

And obviously Ku-ring-gai’s not in Wagga Wagga.

LUONG:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So why would you ask Mr Maguire to intervene?

LUONG:

As I said, I found this guy’s really helpful. As I said when I ask him for
this, for that, he’d always point me to the directions. Myself, obviously
they just want to support and help with the Government department, I don’t
know what to do with. So I asked him.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

So whether he did anything, I don’t really know to be honest. But we
actually got rejected and then we actually amended it. Every single point,
what they want, we got it approved.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So were you the developer for that matter?

LUONG:

I was one of the shareholders –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

- of that.

GRAINGER:

And which company was developing that?

LUONG:

We used a project company, let me see. I think it’s Turramurra Eastern
Road ‘cause we use the name of the street, it’s make it easier, whatever
you call them, I think it, Turramurra Eastern Road, I think. ‘Cause that’s
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the Turramurra Eastern Road is the- it’s the actual street where the property
is.
GRAINGER:

Okay and what was being built there?

LUONG:

It’s zoned for unit anyway, it’s not like, helping us do anything to be honest
and the zoning is (UNINTELLIGIBLE) zoning, and so we put up our
proposal at the time was I think if memory’s correct, it’s either 52 or 54
units- combination of one, two, three different bedroom and then it was
approved at the end of December. We have a lot of struggle obviously. As
I said we need to amend the whole thing, whatever this –

GRAINGER:

So were you looking for a section 96 variation to the plans? Or what was
the problem with the deal?

LUONG:

No, no, no what happened was obviously we, our arch- obviously we base
on, I was a smaller partner, China Ben was a bigger partner and they- so
they manage the project and in conjunction with us and so what we said,
they were advised by their architect and planner what to do, alright and
obviously it didn’t fit in with the Government or council requirement,
whatever this and then we actually reject.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

LUONG:

So we actually, so go through the whole thing again and do it again.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

To meet all the requirements.

GRAINGER:

So when in the process did you ask Mr Maguire for assistance?

LUONG:

When?

GRAINGER:

When, yes.

LUONG:

I think it was after we have actually met all the requirements and there was
a lady sitting on it, that was called Kimberley.

GRAINGER:

So essentially, the essence, in essence of what you’re telling me is that you
submitted a DA for some –

LUONG:

I’m just using my memory, I can’t remember –

GRAINGER:

Yeah that’s –

LUONG:

- all of these times.

GRAINGER:

- fine.

LUONG:

Don’t quote me on it. That was like four years, five, oh yeah.

GRAINGER:

That’s all right. You were the, the minority partner – shareholder in a
development for a number of residential units in Turramurra –
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LUONG:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

The DA was submitted to council and was rejected on, it didn’t meet the
LEP?

LUONG:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Then you’ve re-submitted your DA to comply with the LEP?

LUONG:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Is that correct?

LUONG:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And then you believe after that fact you involved Mr Maguire?

LUONG:

I think so. I think I talk to him because you know we’re frustrated and
whether he did any help, I don’t really know to be honest.

GRAINGER:

Okay so what did you expect him to do?

LUONG:

I just told him that, I said, “Look da-, look we have this lady sitting on it”
- and according to my town planner, all right- ‘Cause I think there was a
numb-, you know, in the council certain people listen, respond to a certain
thing and this lady does not, you know, going through our file. So, I think
whether it was, she go through it eventua- by herself ‘cause nobody else
have done it, I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Did you speak to say the General Manager of the council, no?

LUONG:

I leave, I leave those jobs to the town planner ‘cause we are not expert.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

I only mention it to him ‘cause we are friend. I think it was one of the,
whatever, I think I can’t recall what, how, when.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

They, I can’t recall. I remember there was an incident like as I mentioned
to you.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall any other times you’ve, if there are any other times you’ve
asked for Mr Maguire to assist or intervene on your behalf in a matter?

LUONG:

Not to intervene, I wonder whether he had actually intervened this one I
don’t know and in the Cawdor Project, I remember we going through a call
option period and then obviously I got to make decision to either extend
the call or pay more money and all of that. Remember I was led into this
deal by a friend of mine’s uncle called Kenny Chan and ‘cause he was
supposed to buy it. We just act as a agent. He said ask us to sign a call, so
we signed a call and so there was, I asked Maguire one thing on this one.
I said to him, I said “We understand there’s some mine below the land coal mine.” So I said, “You know whether we can find out with any, ask
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him to find out where there’s any existing mining lease or exploration
lease. He can help.
GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

That’s all we ask and after that we obviously get to the stage of exchange
the contract. We exchange the contract. He actually come and help also at
a time, ‘cause we don’t know what to do ‘cause when you exchange a
contract it goes through settlement for, and once settlement you got to do
something for the contract (UNINTELLIGIBLE) with the land. So we
thinking of like, you know, using it as a, agistment, all right. So leasing to
someone to farm cattle or whatever. So I understand cow, umm, Daryl,
Maguire actually have this sort of experience ‘cause he’s a farmer,
understand that ‘cause he always say, “I’m a farmer, from a bushland”,
right. So I said “How about I give you some advice on agistment”. So he
came over look at the property and said, “you know”, he said, “to be
honest” he said, “the property’s not very well maintained so you don’t get
a lot of cattle on it.” so –

GRAINGER:

Okay. So he went to the land did he?

LUONG:

Yes he did.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

So I took him to the land ‘cause he got to look at the land before he could
give me whether, how many cattle he put on. So there’s three thing I think
we ask him for.

GRAINGER:

Did Mr Maguire ever ask, arrange for you to meet any Members of Parl –
other Members of Parliament?

25

LUONG:

Other Members of Parliament. Deliberately or through a function. Other
members, I can’t recall, so, I recall maybe. I think I bump into someone at
the, at the Parliament, (UNINTELLIGIBLE) so we bumped into them.
Whether he actually introduce me to Parliament Members- I can’t recall
sorry.

30

GRAINGER:

Okay. Any Ministers or the Premier or anyone like that?

LUONG:

Premier was, we bump into the Premier from time to time through
community function. We don’t need him, his introductions, okay. And so
we bump into Premier, instant from time to time so- My role, that’s always
involved with communities since 2002 I think. So I don’t need him for that
–

GRAINGER:

So –

LUONG:

- and I remember at this, there was a special function held in, by Maguire,
I remember I said I met the lady from Wagga?

GRAINGER:

Yes.

LUONG:

The Premier was at the functions and the Treasurer was at a function
obviously supporting him. I think there was another one. I think there was
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another one, I think there was Vict – Victor Dominello was also at the
function. So I think there was three of them I think. Don’t quote me right?
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GRAINGER:

So, so other than this function you’re just describing now where –

LUONG:

There was, there’s a fair bit of people from Wagga Wagga.

GRAINGER:

So you had Gladys Berejiklian, Dominic Peretta –

WONG:

Victor – ah yep.

LUONG:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- and Victor Dominello –

LUONG:

Yeah I think so –

GRAINGER:

Is that correct?

LUONG:

- I think so.

GRAINGER:

Umm, and that was at -

LUONG:

I think took pictures with Shorten.

GRAINGER:

Okay there was a function in Parliament?

LUONG:

In Parliament.

GRAINGER:

Other than at that function, do you recall Mr Maguire ever introducing you
to Members of Parliament or Ministers or the Premier?

LUONG:

Specifically, I don’t think so. I can’t recall.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

‘Cause that was so, ‘cause I remember the pictures. I can see- show you
the pictures of that one.

GRAINGER:

All right.

LUONG:

And I mean if you give some, some hint. I don’t know, if you give me a
name I might remember.

GRAINGER:

Okay well -

LUONG:

I also without Maguire, myself bump into the Prime Minister in Shanghai
for the Australian week.

GRAINGER:

Which Prime Minister?

LUONG:

Malcolm Turnbull.

GRAINGER:

Turnbull.

LUONG:

Yeah Turnbull. ‘Cause we attend that Australian week function.
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GRAINGER:

Just in relation to Mr Maguire, did you have any business relationships
with him at all?

LUONG:

What do you mean by business, actual business relationship? Partnership?

GRAINGER:

Yeah. No? It -

LUONG:

As I said that association, he, he’s the honourable Chair. I think he also
help me to write a letter to a Professor of Agriculture of some sort ‘cause
we flip the barriers, right and Jim Pratley I think and try to sort of put, ask
him to be an advisor on the board.

GRAINGER:

Of the Australian Food and Beverage –

LUONG:

- of, of that, of, yeah, yeah, yep. It’s long name.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Have you had any consultancy agreements with Mr Maguire at all?

LUONG:

I can’t recall properly whether we had a consultancy agreement. I can’t
recall. Whatever I have with him was no business has been done. No actual
business has been done.

GRAINGER:

Okay but –

LUONG:

So that’s –

GRAINGER:

Putting aside whether you had any businesses being done. Did you have
any sort of consultancy or agency agreement with Mr Maguire?

LUONG:

I can’t recall ‘cause I have so many agency agreements with so many
people. ‘Cause we are in the business of dealing with people. I can’t recall
exactly, don’t recall beyond that. But I know there was no actual business
has been done.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

WONG:

But was there any business that you tried to get done together?

LUONG:

As I said here he will keep on referring me to all sort of people, all right.
So I just can’t recall to be honest.

GRAINGER:

So Mr Maguire’s referring you to people and if that referral was successful,
which it hasn’t been, you’ve told us –

LUONG:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- would the agreement for some sort of commission or something to Mr
Maguire?

LUONG:

I can’t recall to be honest. ‘Cause as I said I have sent off so many of these
agency agreements to different people and I (UNINTELLIGIBLE) - the
one, the one successful it will dig into my memory.

20

25

30

Volume 27

1065

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

5

10

15

GRAINGER:

So what the, is it a common, is it a common practice in business that when
a person refers you to a supplier or a potential client and that person is
offered a commission of the sales?

LUONG:

It is.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

It is. Whether he had deliberately asked for it, I can’t, I cannot recall ‘cause
there was no actual transaction. And in our business- so if I go into a sales
on a property and through a number of people we expect everybody to get
a commission or whatever.

GRAINGER:

So would it be reasonable to expect on what you’ve said then that if Mr
Maguire was referring you to someone then with some expectation of, for
Mr Maguire to obtain a commission?

LUONG:

I can’t recall we have that direct dealings explicitly, I can’t recall to be
honest.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

And I think there was a commission agreement with Phil ‘cause he refer
me to a- abattoir for quarter beef.

GRAINGER:

Yes, what was that commission agreement?

LUONG:

I couldn’t recall. I know there was roughly something like that. ‘Cause we
always have, ‘cause Phil is a middle, actually there’s a separate person,
right. Whether there’s any relationship between the two I don’t know that.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Did you act for an agent for Mr, of Mr Maguire in relation to any
proposed developments or business activities?

LUONG:

As an agent of him?

GRAINGER:

Yep.

LUONG:

Agent of him of doing- I don’t think so, I can’t recall any. I don’t think
he’s got anything for me to sell. What do you mean? Can you clarify that?

GRAINGER:

Sure. As a Member of Parliament Mr Maguire is prohibited from doing
certain things through his office as a Member of Parliament. Did Mr
Maguire ever ask you, because he could not be seen to be doing something,
for you to do it on his behalf?

LUONG:

Asked me to do it on his behalf. Can you be a little bit explicit, what it is,
to jog my memory?

GRAINGER:

Well I’m just asking you generally was that the case in any circumstances?

LUONG:

I remember whether he asked me to do it on his, on his behalf, he asked
me to help Country Garden. I remember that he said to me, ‘cause he know
I’m a consultant agents, right.
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GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

LUONG:

- anyway I tell him my bid and buy thing business. He asked me to source
property for Country Garden. He introduced me to Tim Lakos of Country
Garden.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

LUONG:

And then after that, so Tim sort of asked me to help, so obviously we had
a what we call a buyer agents agreement with Country Garden on certain
property at the end. So officially give me a buyer agent agreement.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

LUONG:

So what that means is I look for property for them. Alright, and then we’ve
in turn our fees. Whether Mr Maguire deliberately asked me to work for
him, I don’t think that is the case because he actually introduce me to Tim.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

LUONG:

So that is what I recall. This uh, that is how I build relationship with
Country Garden. A lot of other people introduce me to, it’s not as close as
the relationship with Country Garden, probably because I’m a Chinse,
easier to communicate with Country Garden as well.

GRAINGER:

So who are Country Garden?

LUONG:

Country Garden it’s the largest Chinese developer in China. So I think a
few years earlier they came to Australia. I think the property market very
attractive they come over here. And so, they had their head office,
Citibank building on Park Street. I think I’ve been a number of time. So
that’s Country Garden- so they’re looking for land and all sorts of thing,
yep.

GRAINGER:

So what was Mr Maguire’s relationship with Country Garden?

LUONG:

I don’t know. I think, he told me that at one stage he said he met Johnson
Zhang at the time I think he was a, Managing Director or something of
Country Garden here. But I haven’t met Johnson myself.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

I think when he introduced me to Tim, Johnson already left.

GRAINGER:

Okay so –

LUONG:

And then Tim introduce me to GT which is his boss. Which is General
Manager now.

GRAINGER:

GT?

LUONG:

GT, GT Hu. We call him GT. He like to be called GT so I don’t know his
full name so we always, always call him GT.

GRAINGER:

GT Hu is his –
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LUONG:

(Spells) H-U, H-U yeah he’s the, he’s a, he’s the Managing Director here.

GRAINGER:

All right. So let me get the sequence straight here make sure I’m certain.
Mr Maguire knew someone in Country Garden then he asked you to source
properties for Country Garden –

LUONG:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- you met Tim Lakos who was an employee of Country Garden –

LUONG:

He was a Director of Investment or Head of Investment.

GRAINGER:

Okay and you ultimately had an agency agreement with Country Garden?

LUONG:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay and what was that agency agreement?

LUONG:

That’s on a specific block of land. Country Garden is a big company. They
don’t give open agency agreement. Once they identify something- so you
actually spending your time, your money, you identify something trying to
lock it in and then you bring it over to them. When they look at it if they
think it’s okay then they give you a agency agreement then you start to
negotiating with the vendor.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So which block of land was that for?

LUONG:

That was a land owned by, I know you know the name by now Ron
Medich.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

LUONG:

And I wasn’t, I, I, I didn’t know him and I was introduced by Richard
Thomas to him. So Richard Thomas was a banker. So I know that with
Richard Thomas has the land for sale, he told me. So I know Country
Garden looking for land, all right. After I met Tim obviously he said, “No
this is what I want, blah blah.” So and then I spent a few months
negotiating on behalf of Country Garden. At the end there was another
company that took over, bought it.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

(Undecipherable) Country Garden.

GRAINGER:

So was there an expectation. So, let’s go back. Prior to having the formal
agency agreement for the Medich land, were you still trying to source
properties for Country Garden?

LUONG:

I, I was sourcing a lot of property for Country Garden’s. ‘Cause I after I
met Tim, Tim told me that they want to buy a lot of properties. They said
the head, head office give them two billion dollars to spend on acquiring
properties so for me that’s why an agent’s good you know so I look for
properties. So I introduce a number of properties and obviously what they
normal do, they have their internal due diligent process. Doesn’t really
matter what you introduce they’ll check it, see whether it’s feasible or not
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before they talk. So I introduce a number of them. The only one we actual
start talking seriously was Ron Medich property. That’s why I spend a few
months on it.

5

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

And unfortunately it’s failed so as well ‘cause all in the end so Australian
listed company bought it.

GRAINGER:

If, so it- of all the properties –

LUONG:

Oh sorry.

GRAINGER:

- you spoken about you’ve, you’ve looked at to try and source for Country
Garden, if any of those were successful was there an expectation of some
payment to Mr Maguire?

LUONG:

He never asked for that sort of thing. All right, not to my memory.

GRAINGER:

Was it inferred that he would get one?

LUONG:

No I don’t think so.

GRAINGER:

So why would Mr Maguire ask you?

LUONG:

I don’t know. I think it was, I think it was Tim ask him isn’t it? I don’t
think at the time we do it, he knows I’m doing this sort of thing. So he
introduced me to Tim.

GRAINGER:

So Maguire introduced you to Tim?

LUONG:

Yeah ‘cause Tim is the head of investment. So he make the decision in
conjunction with GT. That’s why at the end of the day GT got to meet me.
Tim took me to GT.

GRAINGER:

Okay, but that still doesn’t explain why Mr Maguire asked you to do it.

LUONG:

I don’t know probably he’s want me to make some money, I don’t know.
I don’t know. I think that’s a question you put forward to Mr Maguire.

GRAINGER:

Any other properties where you’ve, when I start, when we started this
conversation I asked you whether you’d acted as an agent for Mr Maguire
and did you consider your acting an agent, as an agent for Mr Maguire –

LUONG:

I don’t think so.

GRAINGER:

- with Country Gardens or what did you believe you were?

LUONG:

I believe I work on my own. I mean I do this work not just for Country
Garden develop- other people as well. Any business come along and he
knows I’m doing this.

GRAINGER:

Have you paid any commission or any, anything of that type to Mr
Maguire?
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LUONG:

No.

GRAINGER:

Have you negotiated with any person or company for a commission
payment to be paid to Mr Maguire?

LUONG:

No.

GRAINGER:

Has Mr Maguire offered or has assisted in obtaining confidential
information for any business activity you had proposed to be involved in?

LUONG:

What do you mean by that?

GRAINGER:

Well did you ask Mr Maguire for anything that may be considered
confidential information that may assist a development proposal or some
business you have?

LUONG:

I don’t think so. As I said I only had asked him three things deliberately.
One is to look at the agistment, ‘cause I don’t know what to do on a quarter
of land, and the exploration lease ‘cause we want to get it quick before we
pay another thing and so he gave it to me I remember he got it next day
and there was (UNINTELLIGIBLE) mining leases and we didn’t get
anyway, but he probably I don’t know how it got worked. I was stupid
enough, I probably I shouldn’t ask, if that’s the case. If I did I couldn’t do
this or trouble with us.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Have you ever heard of a company called G8way International?

LUONG:

I think that’s Phil isn’t it? I think Phil when I talk to him and he’s using
G8way International wasn’t it?

GRAINGER:

What was Mr Maguire’s involvement G8way?

LUONG:

I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

Did you ask Phil? Hmm. So how’d you know that Phil was involved in
G8way International?

LUONG:

I think gate, Phil said to me “I’m G8way”. When I write the email, when
the email came back it’s G8way.

GRAINGER:

Okay so had email correspondence with Phil?

LUONG:

As I said, as I said there was email correspondence –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

- there was phone call. I think I only met him once.

GRAINGER:

So how did, what did Daryl introduce you, introduce Phil to you as?

LUONG:

He said this guy can help you with a lot of contact or something.
Something along those lines.

GRAINGER:

Did you ask him who is this person?
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LUONG:

I mean I ask him for help so I probably didn’t ask.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

‘Cause otherwise people will think that you, you question my integrity or
something you know. I don’t want to upset the politician’s all right when
I need help.

GRAINGER:

With your companies we’re, what were you seeking to, so you said Mr
Maguire, so Mr Maguire introduced you to Phil and Phil may be able to
help. What was he able to help with?

LUONG:

He introduced me to another beef company. As I said and I think the price
come back, wasn’t competitive.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Was there anything else you were interested in through Phil?

LUONG:

I can’t recall. I think there was a number of other country product,
whatever. When I ask now Phil obviously Phil, I don’t know what’s to be
honest, I didn’t know he seem to be very knowledgeable with this sort of
thing. Whether he’s in the area, I don’t know ‘cause most, I find most of
the people, the people he introduce me is in the country area, not in the
city.

GRAINGER:

Okay, so how did he make this introduction? Did you go to Wagga and he
took you places or what happened?

LUONG:

No no it was, I think if my memory’s correct it was a, “look this is a phone
contact of Phil,” or something and then, “you ring him and I told, I already
told him whatever”. So I ring Phil, Phil’s just very receptive and blah,
blah, blah and they mutual.

GRAINGER:

So of the people, did Phil arrange for you to meet people?

LUONG:

I haven’t met anyone.

GRAINGER:

Never met anyone?

LUONG:

Because the call came back, we’re negotiating all this thing is now we
don’t need to meet. ‘Cause it’s not the right price.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So –

LUONG:

Obviously we know the name of company, we know they have export
licence on top of that, we check all that, alright because exporting beef
into China you got to be accepted by China. They got to have Chinese
accreditation as well so we have at least have all those- what they call
establishment number. If you have the, if your name, your number’s on the
establishment list of the Chinese accredited authority then we know you’re
okay, then can talk to. If you’re not on there forget it.

GRAINGER:

So you’re talking about beef export at this point in time?

LUONG:

I remember the first one, if my memory’s correct was beef export. I think
it was a quarter beef.
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GRAINGER:

Okay and do you remember the name of the company?

LUONG:

I can’t remember the name of the company I need to look at my email. I
could find those email.

GRAINGER:

Okay was Mr –

LUONG:

I–

GRAINGER:

- Mr Maguire involved in that at all?

LUONG:

He introduced me to beef- uh, Phil.

GRAINGER:

Okay so just so I’m clear with this. Mr Maguire introduced you to Phil and
then you, you’ve dealt with Phil for all these, for beef and, and whatever
else other commodities you’re after.

LUONG:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Mr Maguire was not involved at all?

LUONG:

No.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

And so it was something Mr, Mr Maguire didn’t introduce to beef- Phil,
was water or orange so he gave me a direct contact so we just –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So the business which was being used –

LUONG:

Maybe, maybe Phil –

GRAINGER:

And –

LUONG:

- is good on beef I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

Okay so you, the, the business solely, was solely between you and Phil
was it? Okay and –

LUONG:

Obviously when, I think I remember, when the price was too high I ring
Maguire. I said look you know, Phil’s price too high you know. I don’t
know what other relationship you know it’s your friend he introduced me
but we couldn’t get, get through anyway, because it’s too high.

GRAINGER:

With, do you remember the other company who was going to supply you
with the beef?

LUONG:

As I said I can’t recall unless I go through the email. I know it’s only few
company in Australia do quarter beef. It’s one of those –

GRAINGER:

Okay was it, was it, was it –
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LUONG:

- and the, the quarter beef is, is A-grade beef which is a lower grade for
human consumption and I think it’s in New South Wales or Victoria one
of those things and, that I think it’s only two or three company can do that
because of the weight of the carcass. ‘Cause when you cut the quarter, you
got all those automated handgun. You’re not allowed to carry, human
being, is too heavy, over, over a quarter. I think it’s only, yeah, so I found
was only a few company can do that.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

It’s one of those company.

GRAINGER:

So from what I’ve understood, you’ve said that there’s a list of people who
can export beef into China.

LUONG:

A list of company.

GRAINGER:

And so, and you’re aware of that there’s only certain comp- have to be
accred – accredited

LUONG:

Yeah accredited, I think it’s, I think at the time including storage. The
storage need to accredit, I think it’s around 50 I think, including storage.

GRAINGER:

Okay and you were looking to export beef to China –

LUONG:

Yeah -

GRAINGER:

- at that point in time were you?

LUONG:

‘Cause I got enquiry from China wanting to buy beef.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

That’s why I look into it.

GRAINGER:

So why did you talk to Mr Maguire?

LUONG:

‘Cause as I said, I was out of Australia for a number of years. When I came
back, I am able to visit him, he’s a country boy he knows more than me.
This sort of thing more than I do in that country (UNINTELLIGIBLE) so
I just ask him, he said, “oh go this, go there”.

GRAINGER:

So if there’s only certain companies that can export why would you not go
directly to those companies?

LUONG:

The problem you have is you don’t, you probably don’t know. Sometime
you go to the company, the company wouldn’t, we are the new boy on the
block. They wouldn’t entertain us.

GRAINGER:

So –

LUONG:

So if someone come and they’re very well established, well, to be honest
I find very hard in this market –

GRAINGER:

Okay.
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LUONG:

- because some of them already have the established market in China. They
don’t talk to you.

GRAINGER:

Okay so by going to Mr Maguire were you hoping that Mr Maguire would
be able to introduce –

LUONG:

To point me in the right direction.

GRAINGER:

- introduce you into the company?

LUONG:

Introduce me but he didn’t. He, he introduce me to, to what’s-his-name,
Phil.

GRAINGER:

Phil. Okay. And you’re not sure of a relationship between Phil and Mr
Maguire?

LUONG:

I think there was at one stage, now you took me to (UNINTELLIGIBLE).
He introduced me directly to a company without Phil. What’s the name of
– it’s a very big one. Teys isn’t it? Teys. Teys Australia. It’s owned by U.K
actually. I think it’s, Tey and they gave me a name at the time but the guy
said to me that we can’t serve those product.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Do you know what Phil does for a living?

LUONG:

I don’t.

GRAINGER:

Okay. If I was to indicate to you that my understanding is the company’s
called Mort & Co would that?

LUONG:

Mort & Co yes, yes. I remember Mort & Co. Yes.

GRAINGER:

Is that the company you’re talking about now?

LUONG:

No, no, no it’s not, Mort & Co never do quarter beef. Mort & Co never do
quarter beef.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

Mort & Co, I don’t think Mort & Co export to China now but themselves
I think they’re running (UNINTELLIGIBLE) so they probably didn’t get
paid.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

I remember that, yeah, Mort & Co is, is a direct introduction from Maguire.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

Now you jog my memory. The guy’s name called Charlie Mort is the
owner. The General Manager or the Export Manager called John
something, and I’ve been sort of negotiating with them as well and it was
through another order of different beef, didn’t go through and I remember
Mort & Co was having 15, of they told me 15 and I heard later on it’s more.
They export through a Chinese SOV, didn’t get clear in the custom ‘cause
they didn’t, they didn’t pay the thing. They were charging thousands in the
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Chinese market themselves. ‘Cause I remember Charles was screaming
over the phone and saying that you know, “we’re getting this all this
Chinese shipment. You got to go there, rotating with John” ‘cause it was
like chilled beef. They only got three month’s expiry so you got to get off
the wharf quick and then onto the shelf otherwise it’s gone. So I remember
now, I remember the saga, yeah.

5
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GRAINGER:

So Mort & Co was introduced directly by Mr Maguire?

LUONG:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So where is Mort & Co based?

LUONG:

Queensland. I went there.

GRAINGER:

Okay so, I don’t understand why the member for Wagga Wagga’s
introducing you to a Queensland based meat company.

LUONG:

I don’t know. I think he’s quite helpful. But I don’t know why. I, ‘cause I
was looking for beef and I think Mort & Co at the time was also looking
for finance to expand, so that’s why we went over there to have a look.
Nothing comes out at the end. And I think later on, I think they also
approach, see it’s a very small world this finance business ‘cause I coming
from – with an accounting to finance -

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

- and merchant banking so I heard that Richard Thomas was telling me
Mort & Co approached them to get finance as well.

GRAINGER:

Was G8way involved in the Mort & Co arrangements?

LUONG:

I’m not, I’m not remember to be honest. I couldn’t remember.

GRAINGER:

But you recall it was a direct introduction by Mr Maguire?

LUONG:

Yes. I remember that, we went there.

GRAINGER:

Okay and was Phil –

LUONG:

- we went there –

GRAINGER:

- Phil involved in that at all?

LUONG:

Hmm?

GRAINGER:

Phil Elliot involved at all?

LUONG:

Nah I don’t think so.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

I can’t recall ‘cause I don’t think Phil was there. It was only Maguire and
myself.

GRAINGER:

So you went to Queensland?
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LUONG:

I went to Queensland yeah I -

GRAINGER:

With, with Daryl –

LUONG:

- ‘cause, ‘cause they want, they want finance so I have to look at the site.
So in finance business what we do, if customer want to buy we need to
visit, I’m talking and they understand it before they (UNINTELLIGIBLE)
my client.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

Hmm, be the middle man. So we went to the site, Mort & Co.

GRAINGER:

And -

LUONG:

I remember Charlie Mort introduced to me and said the Mort family has
been here for a long, long time and they actually have a statue in Martin
Place somewhere here in the city, all right. It’s his ancestor, so I remember
the story now.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So how, Mort & Co are based in Queensland. How did you get to
Queensland? Did you fly or drive or what’d you do?

LUONG:

We flew to Queensland.

GRAINGER:

Flew to Queensland. And whereabouts in Queensland?

LUONG:

I can’t recall I got to check. I can’t recall. I’m not familiar with Queensland
geographic. I think, I know it’s very long way drive.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm, so –

LUONG:

I remember them having said to me, all right, we flew to Queensland. I
remember that I was so tired ‘cause
the night before. It was an early flight - now I remember. And then Maguire
hired a car, he hired a car, I didn’t hire the car. I said, “look I cannot-” we
were supposed to be taking turn driving. It was something like two hours
or something or three hours whatever. I said, “no”. I feel asleep. So that, it
was a joke he said mate you sleep like -

GRAINGER:

Okay so –

LUONG:

- so now I remember so I couldn’t sleep ‘cause I was in the hospital.

GRAINGER:

What was Mr Maguire’s relationship with Mort & Co?

LUONG:

I don’t know. So he’s a good mate of mine, he need a bit of help and
obviously I looking for beef, I don’t mind, I can help to do the finance with
big commissions right. So I went there to have a look.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Was there an expectation that Mr Maguire would get a commission
for an introduction?

LUONG:

No I think it wasn’t discussed. I think it wasn’t discussed on this one.

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

Volume 27

1076

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

5

10

GRAINGER:

Was it your understanding that he would get one though?

LUONG:

I don’t think so. If we were it will be paid by Mort & Co I don’t know. I
don’t think he had raised that with me according to my memory.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Have you ever discussed cotton export to Mr Maguire?

LUONG:

Cotton export. I might have, I think there was a Chinese guy ask for cotton
and, but nothing came through at the end. I don’t think he point me to
anyone to be honest, I’m not quite sure and in China I found there’s one
thing, cotton is very hard to get import anyway because quota.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

The people got to have quota to get – import cotton. The, I think it’s sugar,
cotton, rice all those have quota. So all this talk is basically
(UNINTELLIGIBLE) at the end of the day.

GRAINGER:

So you don’t believe the, any business arrangements occurred for cotton?

LUONG:

I can’t recall to be honest. I don’t know whether he actually gave me, I
cannot recall ‘cause it’s long, long time ago. Cotton must be long, long
time ago. Must be back in two what, 2010 or ‘11 whatever. I can’t recall.

GRAINGER:

Okay. What about olive oil?

LUONG:

‘Cause I remember – olive oil. We talk about olive oil I think. I think it
probably to a company and the price is too high anyway and then when I
asked the price I remember they said, “oh this is virgin oil, what- whatever
it is, hmm, and you cannot compete. Even, even though I think there was,
canola oil also discussed if you’re talking about. It’s number- a lot of
product -

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

- but none of them eventuated at all -

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

- because of price and tips. None of them. I remember he point me to a
company of olive oil. Canola oil point me to a company in Wagga Wagga
I think is really big the largest I was told. And I think I bumped into a guy
at the umm, that dinner function. Remember I said there was a number of
people from Wagga Wagga? I think he’s one of the guys that bought canola
oil. But we didn’t discuss business. Hmm (UNINTELLIGIBLE)

GRAINGER:

You did discuss business?

LUONG:

Canola oil I don’t think we did. I think it was probably to just introduce
me.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

I don’t think so. I can’t recall. ‘cause canola oil the market’s very hard in
China. Olive oil at one stage was good but we cannot compete with I think
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with Turkey. I think they were telling me the buyer, on the other side.
There’s a, the people in Turkey is very, very and they tell It- Italy is very,
very cheap so I don’t –

5

GRAINGER:

So –

LUONG:

- think Australian oil, olive oil was successful at the time. Whether they
successful or not, I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

So –

LUONG:

I walk away from it.

GRAINGER:

- so your recollection is there was a, you were introduced by Mr, there was
some discussion about cotton with Mr Maguire early on?

LUONG:

It may have, yeah.

GRAINGER:

It may have?

LUONG:

‘Cause I remember there was someone asked me about cotton when he
mentioned it.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Olive oil was discussed, was it?

LUONG:

Olive oil, definitely was discussed ‘cause I remember he gave me a
company, I look into the company.

GRAINGER:

Were you seeking to source olive oil?

LUONG:

Yeah ‘cause I was, I got people want Chi- want to source o- olive oil and
the price is too high.

GRAINGER:

And now you’re saying –

LUONG:

And I was told it was like Turkey or Italy was much more cheaper.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

You can forget about it. So I just jump.

GRAINGER:

And you’ve spoken about canola oil?

LUONG:

We were introd – I was introduced to a guy who make canola oil. I don’t
think we actually had to discuss the quantity of canola oil, whatever it is.

GRAINGER:

Were you seeking to source canola oil?

LUONG:

I don’t think that, I, can’t recall to be honest. I would know, I know I met
the guy at a function. He was introduced to me as the biggest canola oil
plant or factory in Australia.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

I haven’t actually went to that factory to be honest.
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GRAINGER:

All right and we’ve spoken about beef.

LUONG:

If I have, yeah, we’ve spoken about beef –

GRAINGER:

Spoken, spoke about beef –

LUONG:

We start with beef I think.

GRAINGER:

And so there was beef, quarter, quarter cattle and then there was Mort &
Co?

LUONG:

Yeah. There was another company to do with quarter beef, not Mort & Co.
Mort & Co never do quarter beef.

GRAINGER:

Okay and with Mort & Co you travelled to Queensland with Mr Maguire?

LUONG:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Do you know a person by the name of Gina Jai? (Spells) J-I-A?

LUONG:

Yes I do, I do.

GRAINGER:

And who is she?

LUONG:

She was introduced to me by Maguire. And Gina introduced me to Mrs
Joo. So I know Gina.

GRAINGER:

So why, do you have any business dealings with Gina?

LUONG:

No.

GRAINGER:

No.

LUONG:

I mean we talk about all sort of thing, and there’s none of them is
successful.

GRAINGER:

Not, and not so much of what was successful. Were there discussions about
some business arrangement with Gina and Mr Maguire?

LUONG:

With Gina and Mr Maguire. I can’t recall, I don’t want to speculate. I know
Gina was introduced to me by Maguire and I know Gina was a migration
agent when it was introduced, and I know Gina actually successfully, make
a lot of money in migration business. That’s what she told me.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Was there a discussion about a, a beef and mutton export program
with Gina?

LUONG:

I don’t know I have discussed mutton and beef. I don’t know whether with
Gina but as I said none of those discussion was successful. I haven’t export
anything through got a connection from Maguire.

GRAINGER:

We’re, we’re not so much concerned about what, what not, what was or
was not successful. We’re more concerned about what was discussed and
the terms of those discussions.
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LUONG:

I don’t know whether, I can’t recall. I know there is a mutton because in
China at the time there was a demand for mutton. I know there was, as I
said I’ve been looking at all sort of different agriculture product and I can’t
recall whether there was any discussion directly with Gina on mutton and
beef but I know I had a discussion on mutton. Alright, for sure. Whether
it’s Gina or someone else, I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

So.

GRAINGER:

Just going back to the company I mentioned to start with, G8way
International and you indicated that was Phil’s company from your
knowledge.

LUONG:

Yeah I haven’t- I should have check. I haven’t check the –

GRAINGER:

That’s alright –

LUONG:

- the directory the, the ASIC record of who is director owner.

GRAINGER:

Did you enter into any commission agreement between any of your
companies and G8way?

LUONG:

I think so.

GRAINGER:

Okay, and what was that for?

LUONG:

I think for, for the beef, I think.

GRAINGER:

The Mort & Co beef or the quarter beef?

LUONG:

I can’t remember. Maybe, maybe Mort & Co but quarter beef as well, as
well as Mort & Co, I don’t know but there was, there, definitely there was
an agreement.

GRAINGER:

And what was the commission to be paid, do you remember? Is it on a
percentage or, how’s it work?

LUONG:

I can’t remember. As I said I had so many of this thing, it all varies,
depends on the price. We always know, based on what we can keep minus
our costs how much money we can make and then we give a certain
percentage out or give a, a, a percent number –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

- (UNINTELLIGIBLE) whatever. That’s how we normally work.

GRAINGER:

And –

LUONG:

I mean whether I have any agreement with Gina on beef and mutton I don’t
know, I can’t recall. G8way will remember.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Just moving on slightly do you, do you know of a development
called “The Mill” in Wagga Wagga?
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LUONG:

The Mill?

GRAINGER:

Mill.

LUONG:

That is, yeah, I know, I know. This is, I think Gordon actually propose it
to me. That’s what I said I’m not interested in it. Remember I said earlier,
I think there was a development somewhere there, they’re talking about
putting Angus beef there, make like tourist attraction that sort of thing,
don’t remember. I think I received some information about that. I think
there was a guy from there I was introduced to when he came to Sydney,
it was very (UNINTELLIGIBLE). I had one lunch or dinner with Gordon
and all that, and with the guy –

GRAINGER:

Who was the -

LUONG:

- I think it was Maguire was there as well.

GRAINGER:

Okay remember the guy’s name?

LUONG:

Can’t. I think I had a number of conversations it didn’t work. And I don’t
think, I think they want too much. It never work.

GRAINGER:

Okay –

LUONG:

Concept doesn’t work.

GRAINGER:

You had lunch, do you recall where the lunch was?

LUONG:

I only was, I think it’s, I don’t, can’t recall if it was lunch or dinner to be
honest. I remember we met –

GRAINGER:

Okay so –

LUONG:

- ‘cause I got to meet the person, all right and there was at, a hopes- seafood
restaurant at the Darling Harbour.

GRAINGER:

So it was you, Gordon Tse –

LUONG:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- you said Mr Maguire?

LUONG:

Maguire and there’s a number of people as well. I remember we split the
bill on that one. This is how, how I remember.

GRAINGER:

Okay –

LUONG:

- ‘cause Gordon said now “how about we just split the bill”. So he split the
bill.

GRAINGER:

If I suggest the name Eldridge to you, would that–

LUONG:

Yes, that’s correct.

GRAINGER:

Okay.
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LUONG:

Yes I think you will find, I will find just his name here yeah. I think that’s
there – John was it, what’s his? Eldridge is his surname isn’t it?

GRAINGER:

Eldridge is his surname, yes.

LUONG:

Yeah. What’s his Christian name? How do you spell Eldridge
(UNINTELLIGIBLE)?

GRAINGER:

(Spells) E-L-D-R –

LUONG:

Ah, (spells) E-L-D – yeah I got it, Alan.

GRAINGER:

Alan Eldridge?

LUONG:

Alan.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And, and h –

LUONG:

I almost forgot about the name. I, I was always keep in there.

GRAINGER:

So you –

LUONG:

So we had a number of phone calls after that. It didn’t work out.

GRAINGER:

So –

LUONG:

I think it was Gordon idea.

GRAINGER:

You’re saying that probably Gordon introduced you to the, the project.
What was Maguire’s interest?

LUONG:

I don’t know but maybe they’re friend. Gordon and Maguire’s good
friends. They all live in Wagga Wagga area isn’t, isn’t it? And Alan’s also
in, in it, in the area isn’t it?

GRAINGER:

So you know that Mr Tse and Mr Maguire are friends. Is that correct?

LUONG:

Yep because I was introduced by Mr Tse to Maguire. So they must be
friend.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And you’re aware that you, you, Mr Eldridge is from the Wagga
area as well?

LUONG:

Yes I was told, I think.

GRAINGER:

Is there a relationship between Mr Eldridge and Mr Maguire?

LUONG:

I know they are friend. I don’t want to speculate ‘cause I don’t know how
close they are. As I said I’ve only met once at the diner or lunch I couldn’t
recall. I remember we split the bill, that one.

GRAINGER:

All right and -

LUONG:

‘Cause Gordon suggest it.

GRAINGER:

So what were they trying to involve you in with the project?
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LUONG:

‘Cause they know my background used to be, was a, Finance guy. So raise
funds, this and that, they want to do the project, they want to raise fund.
So for me I got to look at the project whether it’s worthwhile to raise fund
or not.

GRAINGER:

Did you go to Wagga Wagga as well? No?

LUONG:

No.

GRAINGER:

Had the project been constructed at that point in time?

LUONG:

No I don’t think so. They were talking about there was a number of silo I
remember I look at the, the plan because you convert the silo into some
sort of thing and then I think a restaurant on the top.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

And so has it been done, after all these years?

GRAINGER:

No it’s being constructed, yes.

LUONG:

Oh okay I wasn’t aware of it.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall I asked you earlier about whether you had acted as an agent
for Mr Maguire and you indicated that, you gave the example then of –

LUONG:

Country Garden.

GRAINGER:

- Country Garden development and we then explored whether Mr Maguire
was to obtain some sort of introduction fee, a commission if any, you
answered- which if you sourced property for Country Garden and you
indicated that you didn’t recall whether that was the case?

LUONG:

I didn’t recall to be honest. I remember very clearly he said to me one day,
he said “Country Garden need 30 project”, something like that and to me
obviously it’s a big project. Big money involved and obviously I don’t
trust it, you know, obviously I wanted to see the people. So they introduce
me to Tim Lakos.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

I remember after I met Tim Lakos a number of times and Tim was telling
me, “that I got a budget of to buy two billion dollars worth, to spend two
billion dollars this year. So obviously I work hard on it to see whether I
can get any slice of that, what as commission so, but so I spend a few
months talking to bloody- no word around, unfortunately and I mean on
business terms, all right and I got nowhere.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

I think it was around seven or eight months and they’re talking to Ron
Medich and Roy Medich, I only met Roy once.

GRAINGER:

With, I mean you discussed previously that you then tried to source a
number of properties for Country Garden?
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LUONG:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay, and you indicated that you were essentially working for Country
Garden at, at that point in time?

LUONG:

At the end I got an agency ag – what they do, they set, as I said they
approach you. They don’t give you a retainer. They don’t give you a buyer
agent agreement until they’re happy with the land.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

So we work on the basis of trust that we sign a NDA, whatever or
confidentially agreement –

GRAINGER:

Non-disclosure agreement?

LUONG:

Non-disclosure, non-confidential agreement they’re not going to
circumvent me. So I disclose the information to them. They analyse it, they
do background checking and then they say, “okay this one is might get a
chance, then we sit down and talk”.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

- and then we go further and then we introduce the people, and then –

GRAINGER:

So other than the Medich land where we’ve spoken about which was
towards the end with the, the agreement in which, you actually got a, a, a
buyer’s agreement with, signed, signed buyers agreement with Country
Garden?

LUONG:

Yes, yes. It was signed by GT and Tim, I think it was.

GRAINGER:

So what other, if any properties do you remember referring to Country
Garden?

LUONG:

I refer another property owned by Peter Higgins, you know the Mortgage
Choice Chairman, at Richmond and –

GRAINGER:

At Richmond?

LUONG:

Richmond and we talk about consolidate- he own a few hundred acres of
land there and talking about buying next door on our behalf because
Country Garden want (UNINTELLIGIBLE), all right. So I think there was
some hole in the (UNINTELLIGIBLE) they got to fill, in the – you know
what I’m saying because he, he owned this block, this block, this block,
this block and there’s something in the middle he don’t own and then he
own this one. So obviously he need to buy this one as well, alright.

GRAINGER:

Yes.

LUONG:

So, then look at it, Tim and myself went over there to look obviously I had
to look myself first.

GRAINGER:

And where is this land sorry?
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LUONG:

Richmond.

GRAINGER:

At Richmond?

LUONG:

Yeah Richmond. Ask me address I need to check. I think it’s in Richmond
polo club. If you look at Richmond polo club you’ll find it. The one they
actually hold, a few years ago hold the national polo -

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

LUONG:

- all right. It was so beautiful inside and so I went there and I took Tim
there and I know the site was on sale because I was trying to sell that site
to another Chinese guy ‘cause I know Peter Higgins from the old day,
when I was a mortgage broker. When I first start, we first started. So I
know that it was for sale, that was quite a few years before I introduce him
and then I rang him, ‘cause I, when I know Tim and I thought obviously
I’m looking for land” then where I got land so I go to find out what friends
have lands to a sale. So I ring Peter. Peter say “Oh I’m still available for
sale provided the right price” so I took Tim over there and then Tim
obviously did their own thing and then he said, “Look it’s not on. This is
in the flooding zone”. So it’s, I think that’s that one –

GRAINGER:

Let’s just deal with that one.

LUONG:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So did Mr Maguire have any involvement in that?

LUONG:

Because after the, Mag – Maguire introduced me to Tim, he’s had no
involvement basically.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

I mean we sometime bump together, all right, occasionally but he have no
involvement.

GRAINGER:

All right. What, is there anymore you referred to Country Garden?

LUONG:

I use my memory now. There may be some, I can’t recall ‘cause those,
those one are very close because I actually met the people. When Tim
never go to meet someone, waste his time, unless he know ah, this area’s
okay whatever it is, all right. So I don’t think if I have ever introduced
anyone, any block of land to him. Maybe bypassing and never get to meet,
I can’t recall.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

Because that one’s actually met. I know, because we went over there and
met at the farmhouse. At the polo club.

GRAINGER:

You said the land, the land at Richmond so if my recollection is, ‘give me
if I’m wrong, from the block of land you were talking about is as you are
heading west just before the Richmond bridge, there’s a big parcel of land
there where they pol- play polo. Is that where you’re talking about?
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LUONG:

That’s why I don’t want to internet I don’t want to speculate ‘cause I’m
not good in name of street and all that. I go by the navigation system when
I go there. Okay – what else they call, Sydney, they call themselves Sydney
Polo whatever let me see, what they call them self. This, maybe this one.
Yeah that’s the one. Sydney Polo Club I think. I think that’s the – I think
this is the one, 100 Ridges Lane Richmond.

GRAINGER:

Richmond?

LUONG:

Richmond.

GRAINGER:

So we’re just map there, there’s a map. So yes it’s the land just prior to
the North Richmond bridge?

LUONG:

Yeah whatever.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, okay.

LUONG:

Okay.

GRAINGER:

That’s rural that area isn’t it? It’s a rural block of land?

LUONG:

It’s rural, yeah, yep. Country Garden like to buy rural land I’ve found. I
mean if you look at the land they bought at Wilton it’s also rural land at
the time.

GRAINGER:

So to develop that land it would have to be re-zoned. Is that correct?

LUONG:

Yes, yes, yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

I think, I think they’re now changing the, I think Country Garden’s pulling
out of Australia anyway. I heard that they’re selling all their properties.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

Gradually.

GRAINGER:

So when, when you’re selling, trying to sell this land to Country Garden is
it on the proviso that at some point in time it will be re-zoned? ‘Cause it’s
pointless for them to buy a hundred hectares of land where only ever going
to be zoned rural?

LUONG:

It’s not my problem, it’s, ‘cause it was selling as a rural land it’s, where
they, so they do their own investigation as to whether it can be done or not,
it’s their problem. It wasn’t sell as a re-zoned land.

GRAINGER:

But the, the –

LUONG:

- the price is a rural land at the time it was discussed.

GRAINGER:

Would the price not be greater though if there was a, a, a plan sometime in
the future to re-zone the land?
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LUONG:

Of course, of course. When the zone get re-zoned obviously increase in,
in, time, (UNINTELLIGIBLE).

GRAINGER:

Okay, so –

LUONG:

- but whether it get re-zoned or not, it’s a bet. They got your
(UNINTELLIGIBLE). It’s not my problem. My problem is, my job I
should say (UNINTELLIGIBLE) is not my problem, is to find a land for
them but for them to consider and then they walk away from it after they
have done their investigation that’s their prerogative.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Were you involved in a property at Park Avenue, Waitara?

LUONG:

Park Avenue. What do you mean I’m in involved?

GRAINGER:

Well were you in try–

LUONG:

I may have come across but I’m, I don’t think I actually have done
anything to it at the end.

GRAINGER:

Were you actually trying to, do you recall if you were trying to get Country
Garden interested in that property?

LUONG:

I might have. How big is the property? I can’t recall now. As I said I have,
I have passed a lot of information to them when I get from my sources. All
right and whether they take anything or not, remember they only want, or
I wouldn’t say the only want, they only choose, they really have any
interest is the Medich land across the airport ‘cause that kept- Tim was
telling me that the President of Country Garden, would like a piece of land
close to the new airport. So that’s how I remember.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm, okay.

LUONG:

And the other one is this one here because we actually went there and we
have a look as well. And the other one I may have passed, as I said earlier,
I may have passed a lot of (UNINTELLIGIBLE) on to him but I don’t
think it’s anything. Who owned it I don’t, I, I can’t recall now to be honest.

GRAINGER:

Well I believe that a bloke by the name of Charlie Demian owned the, the
block of land and proposed development there.

LUONG:

Okay I haven’t, I don’t think I have actually introduced Charlie to Tim. I
think they know each other before me.

GRAINGER:

So you know Charlie Demian?

LUONG:

I’ve heard of Charlie’s name, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

But so, I know, I, I pick up from the thing there was a picture of him at the
coffee shop or something isn’t it? On the newspaper ‘cause I, I, that’s how
I know they got investigated.

GRAINGER:

So –
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LUONG:

I got investigated I know.

GRAINGER:

Just with Park Avenue, Red – Waitara, so I’m clear, you don’t recall
whether you did or did not refer that to Country Garden?

LUONG:

I can’t recall. As I said we’ve (UNINTELLIGIBLE) a lot of things.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

And I don’t think I have met Charlie myself.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall whether Mr Maguire had any involvement in the Park
Avenue, Waitara development?

LUONG:

I can’t recall to be honest. Whether he did or whether he had or not I can’t
recall. It was only two lane as I said. It was where, where we spent a lot of
time in it, is Peter Higgins and Ron Medich name. We spent heaps with it.

GRAINGER:

With Mr Maguire you’re talking about?

LUONG:

No, no, no. Both has no Mr Maguire involved.

GRAINGER:

So no –

LUONG:

Those two have no, Mr Maguire’s not involved, completely, ‘cause I got
Medich land from Mitch Thomas.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm, okay.

LUONG:

And I don’t know Medich, Ron Medich myself, okay, and then I
introduced to Tim. That was after Maguire introduced me, introduced me
to Tim that was quite a few months after, after that. When, I don’t know,
can’t recall.

GRAINGER:

Do you know Michael Hawatt?

LUONG:

I know.

GRAINGER:

How do you know Michael Hawatt?

LUONG:

He was a committee member of CMADS. I was a President.

GRAINGER:

Of what sorry?

LUONG:

CMADS Canterbury Multicultural Age Disable Services or something. In
short CMADS.

GRAINGER:

Okay so –

LUONG:

He was representing the council. We were located in Campsie so part of
Canterbury Council.

GRAINGER:

Did Mr Maguire ask you to meet with Councillor Hawatt?

LUONG:

I know him already before I know Mr Maguire.
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GRAINGER:

That wasn’t the question though. Did Mr Maguire ask you –

LUONG:

I can’t remember.

GRAINGER:

- to, and meet him about some development?

LUONG:

I think he may have asked I don’t know, I can’t recall.

GRAINGER:

What do you remember?

LUONG:

I just can’t recall to be honest. I met Michael, myself, without Maguire.
‘Cause I know Michael before I know Maguire. I met Maguire in China
and Michael I met, I think it was around 2004, five or six something like
that. All I know was involved in Canterbury Multicultural Aged and
Disabled Services. So I just can’t recall to be honest.

GRAINGER:

So you don’t recall whether Mr Maguire referred you to Councillor Hawatt
at all?

LUONG:

I can’t recall, I have nothing done with Michael apart from Michael told
me, ‘cause I was looking, I always looking for opportunity, right. I think I
had one conversation with Michael about his son-in-law property. They
want to sell Liverpool Street.

GRAINGER:

Liverpool Street?

LUONG:

Yeah in Ashfield somewhere. Somewhere around that line. I went over
there and have a look. I don’t think it’s right.

GRAINGER:

And that’s the only conversation you had with Mr Mag- with Mr Maguire
–

LUONG:

No I have, I have noth – I have a lot of other conversations with Michael
because Michael also ask me to see if I can sell orange juice from, Monaco
wasn’t it, into China. So we’ve discussed that –

GRAINGER:

Morocco?

LUONG:

Yeah Morocco I think something like that. And, also some sort of water I
think he said. So I actually went to his place. I didn’t know where he lived
but he told me so I went there, all right. So we discussed that.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

And it wasn’t successful anyway. So –

GRAINGER:

In terms of juice, other, other than oranges and water from Morocco, was
it discussed that Mr Hawatt spoke to you about selling his son-in-law’s
property in, in Liverpool Street, Ashfield. Do you recall discussing any
other, that, any, the start of any other properties with Mr Hawatt?

LUONG:

I can’t recall. I can’t recall. Give me some hint. Give me some address
‘cause I remember that Liverpool one is Michael’s address it to me.

GRAINGER:

Okay.
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LUONG:

All right and I look at it. It was, it was small, whatever and so we just told
him, “not interested” and-

GRAINGER:

Did he ask-

LUONG:

- then he asked me one day, he goes in his house we talk about orange juice
and all that. I think we have some email on orange juice and all of that. I
think and –

GRAINGER:

I’ve asked, I’ve asked you the question about –

LUONG:

- and whether we have email on any other property, I can’t recall. I need
to go look through my email if you don’t mind.

GRAINGER:

So, just, just so I’m clear. I’ve asked you whether Mr Maguire asked you
to speak to Councillor Hawatt about the sale of properties and you’ve
indicated you can’t remember if that occurred.

LUONG:

As I said I cannot recall. I don’t want to speculate. He may have asked, I
don’t know. I cannot 100% recall.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

And I know, I haven’t met, as I said I met Michael at the CMADS, all
right. At that time there was two committee members on this from
Canterbury Council. One is Craig Munnings –

GRAINGER:

Craig Munnings?

LUONG:

Yes and it was also sitting a committee member. And at the time I think
and so Michael is Liberal, Craig is Labor so we have more independence
in a sense.

GRAINGER:

So you’ve indicated that you don’t recall that Mr Maguire asked you to
speak to Councillor Hawatt and you said words to the effect of, “he may
have” but you don’t remember.

LUONG:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So in what circumstances would be possible that Mr Maguire would
ask you to speak to Mr Hawatt?

LUONG:

I don’t know. I think, I remember he ask, he told me that Country Garden
looking for, as I said, 30 odd development properties, whatever. Whether
he had asked me to ask Michael, I don’t know and I also obviously I go
and ask a lot of my sources to find property for Country Garden to make a
livings, all right. And yes I can’t recall and when –

GRAINGER:

What was Mr Maguire so interested in obtaining properties for Country
Garden?

LUONG:

I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

What do you think, what, you dealt with him. What do you think the reason
was?
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LUONG:

He never asked me for anything so I cannot be sure about that-

GRAINGER:

We’re not, we’re not, we’re not worrying about that. I’m asking to you
what –

LUONG:

- but he told me that, he told me that he, he met Johnson so I remember
that and then he introduced me to Tim, I remember that and from then on
obviously I still talk to Maguire but I’m not talking to him on property
side, I talk to Tim more because direct sources. There’s no point talking to
Maguire on that. So I talk to Tim and so sometime he ask “how you going”
blah, blah, blah and all of that you know.

GRAINGER:

Who Maguire would ask you?

LUONG:

Yes, yeah or ask because he introduce something he wanted to make sure
that’s okay, you know you guys not going to ‘cause any trouble whatever,
don’t know, all right. So we said, one of those things now. Normal thing
he ask, all right, when you introduce to someone else. So whether he have
actually ask me to go and see Michael for property, to be introduced to
some Country Garden I cannot recall. It may have, it may not have and but
he was obviously helping Country Garden a lot.

GRAINGER:

Why?

LUONG:

I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

Did you ask?

LUONG:

You ask, you ask him.

GRAINGER:

Did you ask him?

LUONG:

I, I don’t want to go into all this sort of sensitive things now. I don’t want
to get into, I mean I’m talking about me and him, not you, you know what
I’m saying. I don’t want, I, what’s the deal between you guys, I cannot ask
this sort of question, you know what I’m saying.

GRAINGER:

Didn’t it seem strange to you that a Member of Parliament, who represents
the Wagga Wagga electorate was trying to source properties for Chinese
(UNINTELLIGIBLE) development company?

LUONG:

I mean Maguire go to China a lot, so I don’t know. What’s the name of the
(UNINTELLIGIBLE), I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

Where did you meet with Tim Lakos at all?

LUONG:

I did. As I said –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

LUONG:

- I met him a number of times, quite a number of times. We spoke on the
phone because we have, I introduce a fair bit of property to him and as I
said only two actually went very close, ‘cause we had to then meet the
vendor. In those two we actually met the vendor. The other one where we
haven’t met the vendor.
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GRAINGER:

Okay did you discuss Daryl Maguire with Mr Lakos?

LUONG:

In, what terms?

GRAINGER:

Apparently he’s told me that Mr Maguire knows Lakos as well.

LUONG:

Mr Maguire introduced Lakos to me.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

LUONG:

So how they met, I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

How they know each other, how, how, did the relationship, I cannot
speculate.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

All right I was- Roy was telling me obviously, I lost a lot of money in
China, all right, Maguire know that, I told him, all right. So he’s helped
me to- to build the business back up again. Obviously, every chance he
give it to me, whatever and I, I work as well. So far doesn’t work with him
to be honest. None of the thing, he introduced to me produce anything.

GRAINGER:

That’s, that’s, I understand that. I fully understand that.

LUONG:

But he’s a nice guy, all right. He’s trying to work.

GRAINGER:

That, that –

LUONG:

- whether he get anything from any other people, I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

So that was my question is why was Mr Maguire helping you?

LUONG:

I don’t know. Maybe he we get on each other very well. I’m pretty open
as you can see and I’m totally very open all the, all the time, I don’t know.
Maybe Gordon ask him to help me, I don’t know. I know him through
Gordon as a function. The opening of Gordon restaurant in Guangzhou
that’s how I met him. I remember Barry O’Farrell was there.

GRAINGER:

Okay. From time to time did you ask Mr Maguire to write invitation letters
for you?

LUONG:

I did.

GRAINGER:

Why?

LUONG:

‘Cause my- his English is better than mine.

GRAINGER:

So –

LUONG:

I ask him to, so he actually help me to, as I said when you say invitation,
ah, you’re talking about invitation to a, for people to come over here?

GRAINGER:

Yeah.
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LUONG:

Yes, yes, yes, ‘cause okay. ‘Cause he’s a Parliament MP, all right it’s
easier for him to write it, to invite someone, it will be approved by the
Department of Immigration, in the old day. That’s what we call. I think
they’re called DHA. Department of Home Affairs. So I did ask him.

GRAINGER:

So you asked him to write –

LUONG:

- because some of my people want to come over here. Might
(INDECIPHERABLE) potential buyer, potential buyer basically want to
come and do inspection, whatever it is. Yeah I did, I did ask.

GRAINGER:

So you asked Mr Maguire to write a letter -

LUONG:

I could, I could’ve, I could’ve asked anyone to be honest.

GRAINGER:

Well that, that was my next question. Why Mr Maguire?

LUONG:

‘Cause I know him very well ‘cause we’ve been in a very good
relationship. I find him very, very helpful. Whatever I ask him he just do
it.

GRAINGER:

Without question?

LUONG:

It’s, if you look at it, what he need basically when I ask him, he said,
“What’s this person come here for? Give me a business card of this person.
Why you need this person?” And I told him and then a copy of the passport
and that’s what he did.

GRAINGER:

And he would write a letter to the Immigration Department, is that the
case?

LUONG:

He’d write a letter to, I think Immigration Department, yeah because he’s
getting a visa ‘cause he been questioned by the consulate of the other side.
I can’t remember where, whether it was just, all right-

GRAINGER:

So –

LUONG:

- I need to dig out- I did ask.

GRAINGER:

Does a Chinese –

LUONG:

- I think I did –

GRAINGER:

-national need a, not only needs a visa to come here but also needs
permission from the Government in China to come here?

LUONG:

No what happened is a Chinese, in the old day, a Chinese doesn’t come
here before obviously, all right, you need to have an invitation letter, all
right. If you have an invitation letter it will be much more better to geteasier to get a visa and now it’s much more easy now. China and Australia
relationship is difference now, they have what five years, ten years visa
now, multiple- in the old days, it’s hard. So obviously I want to get
business done. I can’t- the government didn’t expect whatever product,
whatever they want to do. I need this guy to get a visa.
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GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

To come over and then they go back anyway after the visa.

GRAINGER:

So –

LUONG:

Back to, to be honest some of them didn’t even turn up. So they didn’t
need the visa. They (UNINTELLIGIBLE) and then they come –

GRAINGER:

So the purpose was –

LUONG:

- I remember there was one didn’t turn up at all.

GRAINGER:

So you’ve asked Mr Maguire to write them because of his, his employment
as a Member of Parliament is that correct?

LUONG:

‘Cause normally- yep MP Member of Parliament obviously is trusted by
the Department, okay. When I write a letter it’s not trusted by the
Department as much-

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

LUONG:

-okay, because he got status. So I ask him to help me out. Now for him,
visa that will help you, I don’t mind ‘cause you know. I help you, you help
Australia. ‘Cause it means you can get the business done and then Phil
cannot come over here and not get a business done anyway. No one can
you buy without seeing the goods.

GRAINGER:

So in essence writing the letter was to assist you with your business?

LUONG:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Now you mentioned the Australia and China Beverages Food and Health
Products Association.

LUONG:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And I think you said Mr Maguire was the Honorary Chairman.

LUONG:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

How’d that come about?

LUONG:

How’d that come about, ‘cause you know how these Chinese people like,
‘cause this is Australian China. Mrs Joo China and obviously it’s good to
have a politician in the organisation and then it will be better regarded by
the Chinese. We trying to attract Chinese member. Like, when I say
Chinese members, it’s business member. (INDECIPHERABLE) Funded
on organisation (INDECIPHERABLE) and we also do is attract Australian
members so that we make these this things become a trade organisation
between the two party. I mean even though you know there’s a trade
agreement signed, you look at my website at the time and there was
nothing done by the Government actually to push it. So we were trying to
establish this new push.
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GRAINGER:

So –

LUONG:

So we’re trying to bring two sides together.

GRAINGER:

What was –

LUONG:

- on a business level, at a business level.

GRAINGER:

What was Mr Maguire’s involvement?

LUONG:

Just, just as a name only to be honest and hopefully it’ll probably good to
for him to help us like to get Jim Pratley I think, agreed to the
(INDECIPHERABLE) as an adviser, but obviously we ask him for advice
so he get paid I think one of those letterhead he wrote this himself. We
agreed what it suppose to be. We don’t expect to him to do freely.

GRAINGER:

Was he from Charles Sturt University?

LUONG:

Yes, yes my memory.

GRAINGER:

So in essence you, you –

LUONG:

- we were trying not just trying to get him, we were trying to get other
people as well but obviously at the end of the day Mr G thought it’s not
the way to work with us, doesn’t want to fund it and I was funding it myself
so I pulled out.

GRAINGER:

So Mr Maguire’s involvement was because, and please correct me if I’m
wrong here, I want to make sure I’ve got this clear. You said it was a name
only and that name was because he was a Member of Parliament.

LUONG:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And that carries more weight –

LUONG:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- in China doesn’t it?

LUONG:

Yes, yes. You will find a lot of organisations you have this sort of thing.

GRAINGER:

Was Mr –

LUONG:

A lot of community organisation also have like Members of Parliament as
adviser.

GRAINGER:

Was that a, a formal business arrangement with, with Mr Maguire?

LUONG:

What do you mean formal business arrangement?

GRAINGER:

Well he, was he a partner in a company or have some –

LUONG:

Nah.

GRAINGER:

- was there an agreement that Mr Maguire was to be paid a fee or
something like that?
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LUONG:

I don’t think so, I don’t think, I can’t recall of that.

GRAINGER:

Well surely you’d remember if that was the case. You were the other
director of the company weren’t you?

LUONG:

No, no I don’t think he get paid.

GRAINGER:

You don’t think or you know?

LUONG:

No, I know he not get paid.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So what did Mr Maguire actually do for the, the Australian China
Beverages?

LUONG:

Okay I think what he have done, whether he actually wrote the website
out, we wrote our mission statement. He help us to fix up a few errors.
Obviously our English is not as good as his and I think I sent him the draft.
I think he sent it back to me. I think he helped me to write one, write one
letter to, I introduce him to Mrs Joo obviously and also Benjamin Chow
obviously ‘cause Ben was a director and I think we have a dinner or lunch
together and, and wrote one letter, apart from fixing the other, the mission
statement of our website at the time was he wrote one letter to Jim Pratley.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

I don’t think he have done anything else to be honest.

GRAINGER:

Did you ever end up receiving any payments from Country Garden?

LUONG:

No. I’m still selling some of the units.

GRAINGER:

You’re still selling?

LUONG:

Yeah, they said, they want to sell out. They’re selling out now.

GRAINGER:

Did you –

LUONG:

I haven’t, I haven’t been successful so far.

GRAINGER:

Did you have interest in purchasing some land near Wilton W-I-L-T-O-N?

LUONG:

Wilton? Myself? I’m not aware of that. I know where’s Wilton. I’ve been
there. I know Country Garden bought two parcels of land over there and I
know they bought it from Wagga and Redcorp. Something like that I heard.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So you don’t, you didn’t have an interest in purchasing or looking
–

LUONG:

Myself?

GRAINGER:

- at purchasing or a put ‘n’ call option on land near Wilton?

LUONG:

I have never discussed any parcel of land in Wilton to my memory.

GRAINGER:

Okay.
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LUONG:

Directly. I may have shown an interest but I have never actually go and
find, found a land and discuss with someone.

GRAINGER:

Okay do you recall talking to Mr Maguire about it at all?

LUONG:

I can’t recall to be honest ‘cause, ‘cause I have enough trouble with my
Cawdor one.

GRAINGER:

So what’s the problem with the Cawdor land?

LUONG:

The Cawdor land because we couldn’t raise the funds to settle the property
and now we’re missing all the deposit.

GRAINGER:

Are there, you mentioned before that Cawdor that you, Mr Maguire came
to look at the land to see whether he could run agistment, he could run
agistment –

LUONG:

No he didn’t, he gave me another (INDECIPHERABLE) it’s not running
agistment for us. He give me how, how many cows supposed to be on there
and where he said now you can run an agistment on it and then get what
$5 per week per cow or something but because you know how many cow
you put in there. How many cattle you put in there. So don’t want to be,
sort of misled by other people.

GRAINGER:

So this land at Cawdor where, where exactly –

LUONG:

565 Old Razorback Road, Cawdor.

GRAINGER:

565 –

LUONG:

5 Old Razorback Road.

GRAINGER:

Road, Cawdor.

LUONG:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So do you still have an interest in that land?

LUONG:

We- deposit have been confiscated by the vendor.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

‘Cause we fail on settlement. So, but obviously we trying to get it back,
alright. It’s a big money involved.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

So we’re still negotiating.

GRAINGER:

How much money’s involved?

LUONG:

Well we bought the land at $28 million so we gave him 2.8 million deposit.
It was paying to the co-ops and the landlords bank at the end.

GRAINGER:

Okay so put a call option and the –
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LUONG:

It was a call option or something.

GRAINGER:

And the –

LUONG:

Was call.

GRAINGER:

The call option expired and you had to pay the deposit. Is that the case?

LUONG:

No we actually said, we actually exchanged the contract too.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

LUONG:

But we had a number of investor that want to come in and, but they walk
away because the market fall. So we cop it. As I said I cop this from uncle
Kenny who was supposed to buy but –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

-I end up with my land so to speak.

GRAINGER:

So were there, is there, are they contiguous blocks at Cawdor, as in the, if,
the number you give me Old Razorback Road is it more than one block of
land or is it –

LUONG:

We were looking at buying three block of land if we are successful.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

So we’re looking at 515, 519 and 565 so but we have actually have a
contract on 565 they exchange and failed settlement.

GRAINGER:

Okay. With the land at Cawdor itself, did you discuss that with Mr
Maguire? Other than the agistment?

LUONG:

No I don’t think so, no.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Allr ight.

WONG:

You mentioned –

LUONG:

I ask him to come and have a look ‘cause he suggested, knew, whether
there was agistment on it. ‘Cause while we waiting for, I mean obviously
you need to do a re-planning, re-zoning but proposal like Country Garden
did on the land in Cawdor. You probably know they have done one in
Cawdor which is opposite us. It was in –

WONG:

Sorry you mentioned that there were mining licences –

LUONG:

Yes.

WONG:

- was that, was that the Cawdor –

LUONG:

Yes.

WONG:

- land.
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LUONG:

Yes.

WONG:

Okay and how did Mr Maguire help you on that?

LUONG:

We, as, as I said I ask him to help to do a search on the mine investors. He
did it for us.

WONG:

Okay. How, how did he do that? Do you –

LUONG:

I don’t know. I mean, I remember we, we received the email and coming
from Department of Mineral and Resources or something and then that’s
got a mining map on it and that’s a, that’s basically just say all the, it’s not
a mining place for exploration list.

WONG:

Okay and is that something you can, you can obtain by yourself?

LUONG:

I could have obtained by myself, yes I could have, yes. It’s normally you
know, you can apply and pay the fees, it’s whatever, I don’t know.

WONG:

Okay.

LUONG:

Yeah just do it. Normally you just do one of those investigations.

GRAINGER:

Now the land at Cawdor, and you’ve spoken about the agistment of cattle
there and some advice for Mr Maguire and that he visited there. Did you
discuss anything else with him about Cawdor?

LUONG:

No.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Now I’ve run a, I’ve run through a few things with you here. Other
than the things I’ve mentioned, have you acted for Mr Maguire or been
referred by Mr Maguire to any other land development?

LUONG:

Can you a bit more specific?

GRAINGER:

Well I’m just asking do you remember any others?

LUONG:

So you are saying is whether he referred me to other land development for
what purpose? To introduce to someone else?

GRAINGER:

Any purpose.

LUONG:

As I said there may have be because, if it works it’s more likely to be the
Country Garden staff they want to look, they want to buy a lot of things
and it may, I don’t know. As I said only Country Garden’s I have discussed
in great detail with some of the two ends.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

Only two blocks. Ron Medich and Peter Higgins. ‘Cause both side met.

GRAINGER:

So what, where is the Medich land? In the airport you said did you?

LUONG:

Okay it’s 854 acres across the airport. On the other side, on Elizabeth
Road, on the other side of Elizabeth off the airport.
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GRAINGER:

Okay did you discuss that with Mr Maguire?

LUONG:

No. I don’t think so.

GRAINGER:

‘Cause he, the airport at, are you talking about the new Sydney West
airport –

LUONG:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- are we? That’s fairly contentious.

LUONG:

Yes, yes.

GRAINGER:

But you didn’t discuss that with Mr Maguire at all?

LUONG:

Why, why should I discuss? It was a, they introduced Tim Lakos to me, he
introduced and after that, we’re talking a lot of things obviously and this
one came about from Mitch Thomas and then I take it to Tim. Tim have a
look obviously they like it, all right. So then we go on and discuss it,
discuss –

GRAINGER:

Did they buy it eventually you said no?

LUONG:

No, I said no. (INDECIPHERABLE) bought it.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Have you been involved in, other than that, so in Western Sydney
you mentioned land at North Richmond which, which you were going to
refer to Country Garden and you visited there with Mr Lakos you said.
You’ve mentioned all their –

LUONG:

One, one more, one more. Now I remember. Louise Waterhouse.

GRAINGER:

Who’s Louise Waterhouse?

LUONG:

The Waterhouse family, yeah. There was, Maguire used to introduce me
to Louise Waterhouse, yes and that’s the one that went over there have a
look myself and Tim didn’t go there because they actually looked at it
before us I think. He said one of the guy work for Country Garden Project
Manager actually look at it before. So Tim didn’t go there I think.

GRAINGER:

So start from beginning, you said Maguire introduced you to Louise
Waterhouse and she’s a member of the Waterhouse family –

LUONG:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- you said so where did they have land?

LUONG:

They have one land on the other side of the airport. The airport is land like
this. This is the Ron Medich land. Louise land is somewhere here.

GRAINGER:

Okay and what were they looking to do?

LUONG:

Obviously it’s not what they want there. I think they want to develop what
do you call Smart Sydney themselves or Smart West Sydney, whatever
they call them self.
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GRAINGER:

Yep.

LUONG:

I think they register all this, they certainly have register all this different
name and all that. And, obviously for Country Garden they want to buy
land in the area so we introduce that one to them as well but they didn’t
get close but (INDECIPHERABLE).

GRAINGER:

So Maguire introduced you to, to Louise Waterhouse and how did that
come about? Tell me about how that occurred?

LUONG:

What do you mean?

GRAINGER:

Well –

LUONG:

Maguire introduced me to a lot of people but people want to buy rezoned
all right, the people, they want to sell things to me.

GRAINGER:

But why does Maguire continually refer people to you?

LUONG:

I don’t know. Yeah I think, I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

You must be –

LUONG:

And he asked me, he ask, he helped me a lot, all right. I accept that he’s a
great who help a lot of people –

GRAINGER:

Yeah but –

LUONG:

- I understand he help a lot of people.

GRAINGER:

He was –

LUONG:

- In other word, okay I wouldn’t say that- I don’t know whether he help
other people, all right, and then from Gordon he’s a great guy as well, all
right. So Gordon introduced me to him, all right so he introduced me to
Waterhouse. I think at the time when he introduced to Waterhouse the
reason was Waterhouse wanted consulting, I think if my memory’s correct
and so I went over there met Louise Waterhouse at North Sydney. I think
it’s Walker Street or somewhere in the office. So we discussed and then
they showed me the land, they said, they said they wanted to do this, do
that and then at the end of the day I said to them. I said “look how about
you sell it” and that’s why they’re doing it because it cost you a lot of
money doing it and then they work out, I think, I told them at the end it’s,
look, if you want to do it yourself because it cost you X amount of money,
they said they want to do it. All right and, and the other thing then I said,
“how about you sellin g it” because I was looking for land for Country
Garden. So I introduce them to- Tim actually met Waterhouse but not go
to the land. Okay, Tim met Waterhouse, okay and the end it didn’t work
out because they worked it out. That land is not going to be re-zoned. It’s
not going to be residential land. If it’s re-zoned we’ll be a, like logistic
land, all right. So they walk away.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

So my relationship end [UNDECIPHERABLE] after that.
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GRAINGER:

How large is the parcel of land that Waterhouse owns?

LUONG:

I think is 233 hectares.

GRAINGER:

And you mentioned something called Smart West Sydney?

LUONG:

Yeah they call themselves Smart West Sydney.

GRAINGER:

Have they, did they have a development plan for the, for the land?

LUONG:

I don’t, I don’t think so. I think they have some scratch of things I think.

GRAINGER:

Did they have someone they, architect or town planner or someone
working for them?

LUONG:

I think they mentioned a, a firm they were working with at the time but I
don’t think, I don’t think they going to have other that. I haven’t had
contact with Waterhouse a long, long time.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So your involvement was –

LUONG:

I think initially it was, but they wanted consulting. They want someone to
speak, know about the (INDECIPHERABLE)- I’ve been doing a lot of
rounds in the area. Like looking for lands for people.

GRAINGER:

Maguire referred you to Waterhouse or Waterhouse to you?

LUONG:

No Maguire refer, when you say, what do you mean? Waterhouse to meet
with?

GRAINGER:

Let’s say, did, did Daryl ring you and say “William, ring Louise
Waterhouse she has a parcel of land” or did Louise Waterhouse ring you
and say “Hi William, I’ve been asked to ring you by Daryl Maguire”? Who
introduced who to whom?

LUONG:

I can’t recall. I think the first meeting we had was a ranch dinner at the
Marigold and that’s Waterhouse, myself and Maguire.

GRAINGER:

Okay anyone else?

LUONG:

No.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

And that was the first meeting and then after that I think I have a lot of
connection with Waterhouse for a while and then, then I found and then I
said “how about you sell to Country Garden” or why don’t you do it
yourself? Or I said I think there was another proposal I put forward to them
I said “how about you, instead of doing the whole lot and you’re going to
raise a lot of money to do it, you sell most of it or get someone to develop
some of it and then you work out a deal, you keep some part of it”. I
remember they said this, they said, “My father, William Waterhouse, so
big Waterhouse that is, want to put a plaque there, a Waterhouse family”
so we went [UNDECIPHERABLE] negotiate.
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GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

I said “how about you put” they call them the ‘Smart West Technology
Park’ whatever they call themselves, all right. And I said, “Look you can
just call whatever you want to call. If you want to remain the names there,
you know, keep part of it. Or you negotiate a deal, you sell to someone
else, you know, because you got to a park and then you put a plaque in the
park and whatever, you know. Just remember it’s your father”.

GRAINGER:

So with –

LUONG:

The family, whatever.

GRAINGER:

You met with Louise Waterhouse and you said that was in the Marigold
Restaurant the first time your recollection is. Then you had a number of
conversations or meetings with –

LUONG:

Waterhouse.

GRAINGER:

- Louise Waterhouse.

LUONG:

In her office.

GRAINGER:

Okay in North Sydney?

LUONG:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And then you said that you suggested that perhaps you sell it to Country
Garden. So when you first referred to Louise or Louise contacted you, on
what basis was that for? What were you going to do?

LUONG:

As I said I think ‘cause Daryl was telling me Louise was looking earlier,
someone a consultant to give them a little bit advice on what to do with the
land. So that’s how we first met. The sale part is come out, out of my
suggestion to be honest.

GRAINGER:

So how does Daryl know Louise Waterhouse?

LUONG:

I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

Did you ask him?

LUONG:

I didn’t. You don’t ask people how do you know this guy when you
introduce you know what I’m saying? I feel, if I’m going to ask I feel very
offensive. I’m trying to introduce a business whatever between someone,
y’know- you know they said you want to know you don’t want to know,
they don’t’ want to know, don’t want you to know. Sometime I said I don’t
want to know the guy I want to meet. So Louise Waterhouse is a good
family names in Australia. I think Waterhouse got a, very popular. Gai
Waterhouse is a horse trainer whatever.

GRAINGER:

Sure. So Country Garden didn’t end up receiving the land, purchased any
land is that correct?

LUONG:

What was it again?
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GRAINGER:

Country Garden didn’t purchase the land or –

LUONG:

Nah.

GRAINGER:

- take- Did you meet with anyone else about that land?

LUONG:

No. I think at the time to be honest they want a very high price. I saw that
Country Garden can afford Louise Waterhouse price. ‘Cause at the time
Country Garden, Country Garden was very aggressive, very aggressive
looking for land and we know the price they’re after well below the market
and so at the end of the day Country Garden will do it, anwyay because he
did a research.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

And it came out to be they told me that, “there’s no way you’re going to
do it because it’s industrial land”. It’s not worth that much.

GRAINGER:

So you don’t recall meeting any other company or person about the
possible development of that land?

LUONG:

No I don’t think so. I can’t recall, no.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

As long as another big player like Country Garden, that land 233 hectares,
that lie 560 acres or something and there’s, need a lot of money develop
especially the way they want it developed. Like a high-tech park or
something and some theme park or something.

GRAINGER:

With the land at North Richmond we discussed before –

LUONG:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Did you ask Mr Maguire to make any inquiries about that land for you?

LUONG:

I can’t recall.

GRAINGER:

And with the Smart West Sydney development –

LUONG:

Yes, Smart West, yes.

GRAINGER:

Will be Louise Waterhouse land you’ve mentioned, was, if you did sell the
land to someone was there any commission to be paid to Mr Maguire?

LUONG:

I thought that it was discussed. I don’t think it was discussed to be honest,
directly with Maguire I don’t think it was ever discussed.

GRAINGER:

Was it discussed with anyone else?

LUONG:

I don’t think so. Discussed with anyone else. I can’t recall.

GRAINGER:

Okay so the, the parties to the transaction were yourself, Louise
Waterhouse and perhaps Country Garden if they were purchasers, they’re
the people you’d be discussing commission with if it was to happen so –
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LUONG:

Obviously, obviously there will be a commission agreement between
myself and Waterhouse.

GRAINGER:

Sure.

LUONG:

‘Cause they are the vendor they have to pay me as an agent.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

LUONG:

And Country Garden not going to pay obviously because they’re buying
it. On this one we’re not acting as a buyer agent. Only one buyer agent
agreement with Country Garden is only on Ron Medich land.

GRAINGER:

Okay so if anyone was going to pay a commission it would be you. Is that
what you’re saying?

LUONG:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

LUONG:

So yeah but Louise got to pay me.

GRAINGER:

Louise got to pay you?

LUONG:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

A fee? For the, the, the referral which actually came from Mr Maguire.

LUONG:

Initially it wasn’t a sale. Initially it was a consultancy job as to what can
be done with the land and I think how Maguire approach me, ‘cause
Maguire had help me a lot, all right and Maguire actually said to me, he
said, “Look I got a friends here want a word of advice on the land” all
right. I have never earned I want to send from Louise so far. They haven’t
paid me any consultancy fees –

GRAINGER:

Sure.

LUONG:

We never entered in any consultancy agreement, we discuss it. We never
entered, sorry. Even they want a consultancy part and that’s how we met.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

So, so obviously I put it as initial, I took it as a pay back to him of him
referring, helping me a lot. So he gone and found me some help on a
property. The sale wasn’t coming about until very late over with a lot of
discussions, I look at what they trying to do and I said “how about you
selling it”.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

In what way?

GRAINGER:

So –
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LUONG:

Then he said, and then she said, “I want to maintain the family names on
the thing”. I said, “look you can negotiate on a contract and certainly put a
bloody plaque, you got to have a park all right. Whether we have a
building, a park we put a plaque in there, say it’s a Water – Bill
Waterhouse, Waterhouse family, whatever”. I said you can negotiate that
part and I convince them on it.

GRAINGER:

Just going back to what we were talking about. In relation to the
commission or potential commission payments to Mr Maguire, if there
were to be any, that would have to come from you from what you said?
You were the agent. Did you have an intention to pay Mr Maguire a
commission?

LUONG:

I would consider to be honest if you ask me. If the deal was successful I
may consider paying him something. I may consider paying him
something but whether his legitimate, I don’t know, you know what I
mean.

GRAINGER:

Did you discuss that with him?

LUONG:

No.

GRAINGER:

Did you discuss whether Mr, you would pay Mr Maguire a commission
with Louise Waterhouse?

LUONG:

I don’t know whether we have discussed. I think there was, I think Louise
was whether Maguire was, where we look after whatever this.

GRAINGER:

Just re-phrase that again for me please. What did you say?

LUONG:

I think Louise was saying that maybe Maguire we will be looked after.
When we have something we look after Maguire, whatever. Something, I
think something along those lines.

GRAINGER:

Yes.

LUONG:

And then we say at the end we may consider, we don’t know, we don’t
know, too early to tell anything.

GRAINGER:

So you said to Louise that you may consider it?

LUONG:

I, I may yeah I don’t know what I’ve said to be honest. Maybe, I’ve even
forgot, forgot about this Smart Sydney thing or Smart West Sydney and
then you keep on jogging me and then I remember.

GRAINGER:

So you were going to consider paying Mr Maguire a commission for this
matter that referred to you, is that the case?

LUONG:

I can’t recall how exactly we –

GRAINGER:

That’s Okay.

LUONG:

- we, we came about this to be honest and as I said I even forgot about this
Smart West things until you keep on asking about development then I
remember there’s another thing called Smart West.
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GRAINGER:

Was there an understanding between yourself and Mr Maguire that if this
business deal was to come good that you would pay him a commission?

LUONG:

No I don’t think so, no.

GRAINGER:

You don’t think so?

LUONG:

No.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

I don’t think that’s- that’s our understanding.

GRAINGER:

So why in relation to this Smart West proposal, I’ve asked you about a
number of other developments Mr Maguire referred you, referred you into
and a number of other business opportunities that Mr Maguire has referred
you to, which as far as I can see have nothing to do with his, his work as
Member of, for, of Parliament for Wagga Wagga, why was it this one only
that you would consider paying him a commission?

LUONG:

I think that, I, I can’t remember what exactly transpired. I think it was
raised by Louise and how I answered I can’t recall exactly to be honest. So
when it was raised by someone, I got to answer someone.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

LUONG:

I think I may have, may have said I might consider it.

GRAINGER:

Okay so –

LUONG:

I think it was raised by Louise.

GRAINGER:

So you –

LUONG:

It wasn’t raised by Maguire.

GRAINGER:

You may, you may consider it. Did, did you consider it for all these other
business opportunities I’ve mentioned to you?

LUONG:

There wasn’t, it wasn’t raised at all by anyone.

GRAINGER:

What’s this –

LUONG:

It was particularly this one was raised by Louise.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So going back, so did you, and I’ve asked you before, that you-

LUONG:

Said he’d look at it.

GRAINGER:

Just wait, let me finish.

LUONG:

Just, okay. Sorry.

GRAINGER:

I’ve asked you before about the usual protocol in business.

LUONG:

Yes.
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GRAINGER:

And you’ve agreed, you’ve agreed to me that there was a, a protocol that
if someone refers you to something, you pay them a commission.

LUONG:

Yes, in a normal business end we would do that, okay. If you look at it,
Ron Medich property and the same is Mosman wasn’t- Ron Medich
doesn’t know Maguire, okay and that was out of a discussion over
something from (INDECIPHERABLE) that we know the property and
then refer to Tim. That was after I had known Tim for a while, I think. So
there’s no involvement at all. And the same as Peter Higgins, got nothing
to do with Maguire, okay. ‘Cause it was I know Peter Higgins for donkey
years. And then you look at, yes, Louise was directly introduced by
Maguire to- for me, to do him a favour as a consultant to Louise, to give
me- her some advice on a property. And at the end I say, “Well why you
just sell it, you know”. I think it was a one meeting it was raised by Louise,
not raised by me.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

So, so can you see the difference? It was raised by someone.

GRAINGER:

The, the difference that I’m making is not so much whether it was raised
by someone, it was whether you thought you would do it with any of these
other arrangements. We spoke about Mort & Co which is a direct referral
by Maguire.

LUONG:

And I think there was a, agreement with Phil isn’t it? I think there was, if
I go back to my memory I think there’s some sort of agreement with Phil.
Why with gateway, eight, G8way International, yep.

GRAINGER:

So why would G8way get an, a commission if Maguire was the person
who referred it to you?

LUONG:

I couldn’t recall whether it was Phil was also involved or not. I remember
there was Maguire, myself went over there.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

I remember, I mean I was looking for quarter beef and then there was other,
there was another order I was looking for, what do you call, grain fed beef
so Mort & Co is grain fed beef so it’s different thing.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

Grass fed, grain fed and then you have different thing and they have what,
Angus and all that.

GRAINGER:

Mr Luong you remember in the, the beginning of the interview I informed
you about the, the provisions of the ICAC Act that make it a criminal
offence to wilfully make a false or misleading statement to a Commission
officer. Do you remember me saying that to you? Yes?

LUONG:

I don’t think I –

GRAINGER:

No, no, no, do you remember me saying that to you?
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Yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

I’m trying to use my best memory-

GRAINGER:

Sure.

LUONG:

-to answer all the questions.

GRAINGER:

I’m, I’m just going to say to you now, the answers you have given today
having reminded you of that requirement, that it makes it a criminal
offence, is there anything you want to re-consider about how you answered
today?

LUONG:

As I said I’m using my best memory to answer all the questions –

GRAINGER:

Yes.

LUONG:

- to my best knowledge.

GRAINGER:

Well let’s use, use your best memory know and see whether you think
there was something that you may have been not 100% accurate with.

LUONG:

I don’t know whether 100% accurate or not. ‘Cause all these things happen
so many years ago. I cannot recall exactly. I’m just using my best memory
as to what I can see.

GRAINGER:

How many Members of Parliament do you deal with?

LUONG:

How many Members of Parliament do I deal with. Not many.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So Mr Maguire is in, is probably the only Member of Parliament
you have dealt with for, for these types of business relationships?

LUONG:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

That, was that true?

LUONG:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay so are you saying to me that you cannot remember whether you have,
in relation to your dealings with Mr Maguire, you cannot remember
whether all the answers you have given today have been 100% correct?

LUONG:

I cannot say what I’ve, what I’ve given is 100% correct. I cannot say that.
I only can use my best memory and why Mr Maguire’s so good to me, I
don’t know.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

Okay. And he help me and I help him in saying like Waterhouse I
remember was doing it as a favour initially. ‘Cause I remember he called
me he said, “Look, Louise this, this, can you go and see whatever” and
then he arrange a meeting and then we, I think the first meeting was the
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Marigold, whatever and then after that I met Louise in her office, quite a
number of times and she also invited me to one of those Tonga function I
think at, held at the head office ‘cause I see she’s a Consulate for Tonga or
something.
5

GRAINGER:

Prior to coming to this interview today did you discuss coming with Mr
Maguire?

LUONG:

I actually told him, I was a little bit upset. But I said to him I don’t, I
remember I got a call from you on that day. I think there was a call from
you and I was in a meeting and then I return your call and I think it was
after that at, I said to him, I said, “Look I got to go for a meeting with
ICAC.” And then I sat down. He said, “Well just tell them the truth”. I
said, “Well just tell whatever I know, I can remember”. I did.

GRAINGER:

And that’s the only time you’ve spoken to him since?

LUONG:

No I actually spoke with him, he actually, a week or two weeks ago. I think
he called me or I call him and then he said he’ll come down and then he
said, “Where can we meet”? I said he come down and give you a coffee
but we never meet. He never come down, never called me then.

GRAINGER:

So was he in Sydney at the time?

LUONG:

No he was in Wagga. He told me he was in the farm.

GRAINGER:

He wanted you to go Wagga?

LUONG:

What, did I go to Wagga?

GRAINGER:

No he wanted you to go to Wagga?

LUONG:

No, no, no, no that was, he want me to go to Wagga was, before I receive
your letter. My memory- my memory’s correct is I think is around
Christmas time. We haven’t met for a long time and then he said, “How
about you come down tomorrow for a lunch”, you know and I said, “I can’t
do it.” And that’s it. (INDECIPHERABLE) some weird thing you know
what I’m saying. I said, “No, I’ve got other commitment”. I think we
didn’t, I didn’t go down there. I actually went down there with Dolly Fu
and my son ‘cause I need someone to drive. It’s a long drive but I end up
driving myself ‘cause I can’t, I, I didn’t trust the others who were driving
‘cause I, if I’m tired I get (INDECIPHERABLE) to drive but I end up
driving both myself and then we went down there. Dolly Fu, Maguire was
the honourable chief of (INDECIPHERABLE) trade city in Shanghai I
think. So at the time this happen Dolly Fu came back. So I said, “Oh
Maguire want me to go there. Do you want to join? I don’t want to do it
myself”, so said, “Okay”. So I took her and my son.

GRAINGER:

And when was this?

LUONG:

I think that was a trip 29th of December.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

LUONG:

If my memory’s correct. Don’t quote exact date, please.
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GRAINGER:

29th of December last year?

LUONG:

Yeah I think so. That’s the last time we met.

GRAINGER:

Have you spoken to him on the telephone?

LUONG:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

When was that?

LUONG:

(INDECIPHERABLE) I spoke with him after I receive the letter.

GRAINGER:

Yes.

LUONG:

Probably after we, actually made a call –

GRAINGER:

Yes.

LUONG:

- with you.

GRAINGER:

Yes.

LUONG:

- You made a call with me, alright. I think you made the call with me
sometime after you send me a letter and so I spoke with him and I said,
“Look obviously I’m not happy about this to be honest. How did I get
involved?” So I spoke with him yeah I said, “I got this” he said, “Yes go
along, you just tell the truth”. I said, “Oh just go along and tell the truth”.
And then so after that I think there was, last week or the week before last
he said he will come to Sydney want to meet, have a cup of coffee he didn’t
turn up and then we didn’t meet. He said, “When I get to Sydney I give
you a call”. Whether he came or not I didn’t know. Whether he have time,
he probably came didn’t have time to meet, I don’t know. I know, he
probably come to Sydney very often I think.

GRAINGER:

And Mr Luong I have no further questions to ask you at this point. I will
again ask you that you consider the answers you have given us today. If
after the conclusion of the interview you recall something that would
appropriate to tell us, I would ask you to contact me.

LUONG:

Yes I will.

GRAINGER:

And we can do, conduct another interview. Is there anything –

LUONG:

I mean if I done anything wrong, you ‘port me.

GRAINGER:

All right.

LUONG:

I mean I can’t recall everything off my head.

GRAINGER:

Just finalise the interview now Mr Luong. Is there anything further you
wish to say about this matter?

LUONG:

As I said you know, you need anything you ask me. You need to clarify
you ask me, I– I mean I’m only using my best memory now.
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GRAINGER:

Okay. Do you have any complaints in relation to the manner, the manner
in which Carol and I have conducted ourselves today?

LUONG:

No.

GRAINGER:

Have we offered any of you threat, sorry I’ll re-phrase that. Have we
offered you any threat and promise or an inducement to take part in the
interview today?

LUONG:

No.

GRAINGER:

Have the answers been given of your own free will?

LUONG:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Mr Luong I thank you for your time. The time is now 12:21pm.

LUONG:

Thanks.
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INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION
RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN INVESTIGATOR PAUL GRAINGER AND
INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX OF THE INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST
5

CORRUPTION
AND
GERARD
MCCORMICK
AT
COTTONTAILS
RESTAURANT, 562 PATTERSONS ROAD, WAGGA WAGGA ON 31 OCTOBER
2018
TIME:
4:16PM

PRESENT:

INVESTIGATOR PAUL GRAINGER
INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX
GERARD MCCORMICK

GRAINGER:

This is an electronic record of interview between Paul Grainger and
Mr Gerry McCormick. The - we are currently at the Cottontail
Restaurant and Cellar Door at 562 Patterson Road -

MCCORMICK:

Airfield.

GRAINGER:

- Airfield. The time is now 4.16pm on the 31st of October, 2018. Other
than myself, there are two other people present, and for the purpose of
voice identification I'll ask them to state their full name, starting with
you, Gerry.

MCCORMICK:

Gerry McCormick.

GRAINGER:

And how is McCormick spelt, Gerry?

MCCORMICK:

M-C-C-O-R-M-I-C-K.

GRAINGER:

Thank you. Tim?

FOX:

Tim Fox.

GRAINGER:

Gerry, have you given your consent to have this interview recorded?

MCCORMICK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Gerry, the Commission is undertaking an investigation into an allegation
that since 2012, Mr Daryl Maguire, the former member for Wagga
Wagga, engaged in conduct that involved a breach of public trust by
using his public office, involving his duties as a member of the New
South Wales Parliament and the use of parliamentary resources to
improperly gain a benefit of himself, a company known as G8way
International, and associated persons. Do you understand that?

MCCORMICK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Do you reckon you can tell me your full name, please.
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MCCORMICK:

Gerard Charles McCormick.

GRAINGER:

Your date of birth?

MCCORMICK:
GRAINGER:
5

10

MCCORMICK:
GRAINGER:

And do you have a email account?

MCCORMICK:

Yeah,

GRAINGER:

And your - the address here, please.

MCCORMICK:

562 Pattersons Road, Wagga Wagga.

GRAINGER:

Thank you. Gerry, could you read the jurat onto the record, please.

MCCORMICK:

"This statement may be accurately sets out the evidence which I would
be prepared, if necessary, to give to a - in a court as a witness. The
statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief, and I make it
knowingly that it is tendered in evidence, I shall be liable to prosecution
if I have wilfully stated in it anything which I know to be false or do not
believe to be true. I am 65 years of age."

GRAINGER:

Thank you, Gerry. Gerry, I'll just adopt some of the things I've told you
onto the record. This is a voluntary process. You're under no obligation
to take part. You may refuse to answer any question and you may
terminate the interview at any time you choose.

MCCORMICK:

Sure.

GRAINGER:

During the interview Tim and I will ask you questions and we may show
you documents. You're under no obligation to say or do anything unless
you wish to do so. Do you understand that?

MCCORMICK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Anything you say or do will be recorded and it may later be used in
evidence. Do you understand that?

MCCORMICK:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

"Evidence" refers to both the Commission's investigation, a criminal
prosecution that may result from the Commission's investigation, or a
disciplinary proceeding. Do you understand that?

MCCORMICK:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

We understand that you may be a friend of Mr Maguire, and may have
been associate to him for a number of years, and may have political
nexion - plicial connections with him, and as such, you may have
considerable loyalty to - to him. However, I need to advise that the
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allegations under investigation are serious and they should be treated as
such. With that in mind, please be advised that pursuant to the
Independent Commission Against Corruption Act, it is a criminal offence
to deliberately provide false or misleading information to an officer of
the Commission exercising their functions under the act. Anything you
tell us of value has to be the truth, to the best of your knowledge and
belief. Do you understand that?

5

MCCORMICK:

Sure, yep.

GRAINGER:

If it is established that you have provided false or misleading information
to the Commission, or to Tim and I during this interview, you may be
criminally prosecuted. Do you understand that?

MCCORMICK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So there's no misunderstanding at all, both Tim and I are Commission
officers, and this - and the - sorry, and the conduct of this interview is an
official function under the act.

MCCORMICK:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Do you have any questions about what I've told you?

MCCORMICK:

Nope.

GRAINGER:

OK. Gerry, can you give me a brief overview of the - your employment
history.

MCCORMICK:

Employment?

GRAINGER:

Yep. What - what have you done during your life?

MCCORMICK:

Oh, like, been - I was with Colonial Mutual from, what, 1978 when I
moved to Wagga.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

In the insurance and financial planning game, I have a practice that I still
currently have a share in in Wagga, the Investment & Insurance Advisory
Centre, which I've been a part of for the last 40 - 40 years. Jeez, time
flies. I commenced this restaurant, I bought this property in 19..2001,
and put the grapes in 2002. Then I built the restaurant 2009. I also dug a
big hole down the bottom of the paddock and I've been putting money
into it ever since. Yeah, I've been sort of trying to market a - a local
brand of wine called Cottontails. And I've done that domestically - well,
locally, mainly, and some success in overseas markets in China. And
I've been doing that since about 2007, 2008. I'm currently sort of
semi-retired from the financial planning. I no longer hold a licence. I
was certified financial planner but I still have a percentage of the
business, and I currently own this business, this property, and the - the
winery, and so forth.

GRAINGER:

OK. How long have you known Daryl Maguire for?
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MCCORMICK:

I've known of him as a member for - for - God, 20 years, I'd reckon. But
I really didn’t get to know him until 2012.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

That was a result of an association I had with the local president of the
Wagga Business Chamber, a guy called Julian McLaren.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

He was the president of the Wagga Business Chamber.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCCORMICK:

And I knew him because I was a member, and we started talking about
things. And he mentioned to me that he was going to a trip to China with
Daryl, Shenyan, I think it was.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

And over the, you know, period of time he mentioned it to me, and said,
"Why don’t you come along?" And I said, "Oh, well, I - I don’t really
know Daryl." So he said, "Oh, I'll introduce you." And then - so he
introduced me to Daryl. That'd - so it'd be 2012 when I sort of -

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

MCCORMICK:

- sort of personally met him.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCCORMICK:

And subsequent to that, I went on the trip to China. And I've had
conversations with Daryl infrequently over the years, and he's assisted
me. He actually helped me with my son.
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I couldn’t get any headway
with the health department, so I went to Daryl and he assisted me to get
my son
into a - a facility

25
GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

- where
,
which I was most thankful for, because I hadn't had any luck at all with
the health department. But Daryl sort of helped me out there. And he's
also given me some leads into some - some business opportunities in
some - some winery, but there's been very little success with it, to be
honest with you.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

Yeah, so I mean, that's in a nutshell, how - and I still know him. I mean,
I still talk to him infrequently, but I still - yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. Is it - how -
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MCCORMICK:

I regard him as a - an associate or a friend.

GRAINGER:

Friend, OK. Someone you socialise with?

MCCORMICK:

Oh, not - yeah, I've had a few beers with him.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCCORMICK:

But we don’t go to the pub or go to a restaurant or anything like that, you
know.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCCORMICK:

I mean, if I have - if I see him, I'd have a coffee with him or - he's been
out here once, I think.

GRAINGER:

Yep. You been to his place?

MCCORMICK:

Yep, been to his place probably three or four times.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCCORMICK:

Yeah, it's more when he's - he's doing a trip overseas or something, and
he'll say, you know, "Can I do any leads for you or help you out?" And -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh. Yep.

MCCORMICK:

Yeah, so I go and have a chat to him. But there's nothing actually
concrete that's evolved from it. Like, I haven't had any sales or anything
from his direct involvement.

GRAINGER:

Well, we'll come to the - the intros he's made to you and things like that
shortly.

MCCORMICK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK? Are you a member of the local Liberal Party?

MCCORMICK:

Yes, I am.

GRAINGER:

OK. And Daryl is a member of that party as well?

MCCORMICK:

Well, I - he was a member.

GRAINGER:

I assume so.

MCCORMICK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Has been the - would be. Now, previously Tim and I came to the
premise here. We gave you a notice to produce some records.

MCCORMICK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And you replied back to the Commission with an email. And we have a
copy of it. But I'll just get you to have a look and make sure that this is
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the right response. It's an email from you to ICAC Property on the 13th
of September, 2018 at 3.54pm.
MCCORMICK:

Yes. Nuh, that's correct.

GRAINGER:

That's correct? And the notice in broad terms asked whether there'd been
any payments made to Phil Elliott, Daryl Maguire, Maggie Zhang Maggie Wang, sorry, and I can't remember who else on the notice.

MCCORMICK:

Yeah, that - I haven't paid any money to anyone.

GRAINGER:

And you've indicated you haven't made any payments to -

MCCORMICK:

To anyone.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCCORMICK:

Or received payments.

GRAINGER:

All right. So Phil Elliott, who do you know him as?

MCCORMICK:

Well, I knew Phil because of his association at the RSL Club. He was on
the - I don’t know if he's still a board member, but I - I loosely - I've
probably met Phil four times, I reckon.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

And I know who he is and I know of him. He's not a close associate or a
friend or anything.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

I've never had any dealings with him. I've never had any business
dealings with him or social dealings with him.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

But I know who he is.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCCORMICK:

And I've met him three or four times.

GRAINGER:

And what's his relationship with Daryl, do you know?

MCCORMICK:

I've got no idea.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCCORMICK:

Or hang on, he mentioned that - that G8 or G8way or whatever it is -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

MCCORMICK:

- his - there's some - something there that Daryl was helping him with or
he helped Daryl or I don’t know. There's - I mean, there's some
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connection with that, but I don’t - I don’t know if it's an official
connection. I don’t know if he's a member or anything.

5

10

GRAINGER:

OK. So, well - well, you’ve mentioned G8way now, so what do you
know about G8way?

MCCORMICK:

Nothing at all.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCCORMICK:

I - they were in China, and I believe Phil Elliott was doing some work
over there.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

I don’t know what success he's had or whatever. I've had no dealings
with them. I've had no referrals from them. I've had no connection with
them.

GRAINGER:

OK. And what did G8way do?

MCCORMICK:

I don’t know. They were - well, as far as I know, they were, like,
promoting imports, exports, that sort of thing, into China.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh. Into China?

MCCORMICK:

Well, that's what I thought it was.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

MCCORMICK:

I - I don’t even know whether they’ve got an office or anything, to be
honest with you.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

I - I know the name and I know that, you know, they've been - that Phil
was doing some work over there. But as far as what it is or who it's been
with, I've got no idea.

GRAINGER:

OK. And you said before that you think there was some link between
Daryl and Phil and G8way?

MCCORMICK:

Well, it's just - like, Daryl's helped me. And he - I imagine he was
helping Phil.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

Yeah. But I don’t know if they're an official - whether he's on the board
or whether that's - I don’t even know - is it a company or -

GRAINGER:

Yeah, it's a company.

MCCORMICK:

Oh, righto.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.
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MCCORMICK:

Well, I don't know if Daryl's got a holding in it, but -

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

MCCORMICK:

I just know that they were associated. He was helping me. Daryl's tried
to give me some leads.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

And I imagine he was doing the same thing with Phil. But as far as any
official involvement, I've got no idea.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you know someone by the name of Gordon Tse?

MCCORMICK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

How do you know Gordon?

MCCORMICK:

Gordon used to be in Wagga Wagga. He had the Golden Bowl.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

He was here '78, when I came to town. I knew him loosely. He - he was
quite successful in his restaurants.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

And, you know, he was a bit of a character of a guy. He's now in
Guangzhou and I've met with Gordon on a number of occasions.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

I'm actually talking to him at the moment about some business, but
there's nothing been finalised.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

Looking to, you know, to get - I'm after a distribution into China.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

MCCORMICK:

I've been tryin' for 15 bloody years.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

And he seems to be a man on the ground. But we've hadn't - like, I've got
no agreement with him. There's been no financial dealings or whatever.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

But he is trying to assist me in my endeavours into China.

GRAINGER:

So what are you - are you tryin' to send wine into China?

MCCORMICK:

Yes.
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GRAINGER:

'Cause that's your own -

MCCORMICK:

Yeah, Cottontails.

GRAINGER:

Cottontails? Is that the actual wine you grow - you - the - the grapes you
grow here and your own vintages, or are you buying cheaper wine and
relabelling it - relabelling it?

MCCORMICK:

No, no, we do our own wine, but I have a - an agreement with Calabria
Family Wines.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

So I went to see her today -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

- to get things like Sav Blanc Semillon, 'cause we don’t make sav blanc
here. It’s too hot

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCCORMICK:

Cab sav. Anything else that I've had in the past, we've - we've made and
they’ve bottled it for us.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCCORMICK:

'Cause I find it's cheaper to do that. In actual fact, we put all these vines
out and just buy the grapes in and - or buy the - the wine in and make
some money. But -

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

MCCORMICK:

Yeah, I've already started down this other process and -

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCCORMICK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Now, what about a bloke by the name of Jimmy Liu? Do you know him?

MCCORMICK:

No. I don’t.

GRAINGER:

And a company called United World Enterprises?

MCCORMICK:

I had a referral to him through Daryl. He said "Jimmy Liu."

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCCORMICK:

And I sent - I think I sent him an email. But I - nothing went. I've had
one - one contact with him probably 18 months ago.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, OK.
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MCCORMICK:

But I've had no dealings with him. I don’t know him personally. I've
never met him. But I suppose he's an associate of the guys like Daryl
that I - from what I can gather.

GRAINGER:

OK. And William Luong, do you know him?

MCCORMICK:

No idea. Nothing.

GRAINGER:

What about Maggie Wang?

MCCORMICK:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

How do you know Maggie?

MCCORMICK:

Well, Maggie - and I think this was again through Julian McLaren
through the business - I - I met her in - in Wagga here.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

And she was talkin' about, you know, helpin' me into China and, you
know, got a lot of contacts. So I said, "Yeah. Righto." And she came up
with this proposal for me to employ a Chinese girl with the view to the
girl using the influence of her mum and dad in China, from Yantai. And
I went over and visit them. And then I employed her for - for about
10 months.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

But it was a disaster. She - I got one sale out of about 20 grand of
product.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

MCCORMICK:

And I was expecting more and so forth. So I terminated that agreement
in - 10 months later. And yeah, I've had no other involvement. I don’t - I
haven't seen or heard of her since.

GRAINGER:

OK. So just run me through that again. You think it was through Julian
of the intro -

MCCORMICK:

I can't remember how the intro came.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

But it was - I think it was through the business chamber or one of the
functions or -

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCCORMICK:

- something that I've met her.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

And then she's talking about, you know, like, she was aware that I was I'm keen and I don't give up.
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GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

I'm tryin' to get distribution into China, and as I've said, I've been doing
for 15 years.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

And she said that there might be a way if we employ someone in China
to - to actually, you know, use their centres of influence to give us leads.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

So I said, "Yeah. Righto." And I didn’t know what the deal was. But I
had to pay her a salary, 52 grand annualised, and super and everything,
and which I done. I put her on the books and she was working for us.

GRAINGER:

She was working here?

MCCORMICK:

Yeah, she was. She came here about three or four times. But it was
mainly through her connections in China. I wasn’t really interested in
employing her. I was more looking at her as getting some distribution
outlets into China, you know.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

And she - 'cause her parents are - are fairly smart people, though I think
they're chemists or - they work for a big agricultural company. And they
were talking about using their employees or distribution to get our wine
in there. So they placed a big order, which was in - like, in December or
something, for the Chinese New Year. But - I mean, that's all I got. And
it wasn’t worth it. So I said, "Well, bugger this. You know, I'm losin'
money here." So we employed her based in Australia but with the view
that she was to be getting her centres of influence in China. I only ever
paid her wages. I never paid her any allowances or trips or anything.

GRAINGER:

OK. So who did you pay the wages to, Maggie? Or that person?

MCCORMICK:

No, no, to - direct into the girl’s account.

GRAINGER:

So she had an Australian bank account here, did she?

MCCORMICK:

Yes, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCCORMICK:

National Australia Bank, I think, from memory.

GRAINGER:

OK. And you said that the girl only came here a few times?

MCCORMICK:

Yeah, she came up here with her parents a - with her mother about three
or four times -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.
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MCCORMICK:

- over the - over that period. And Mum's sort of goin', "Well, what's
happening? Yeah, yeah, yeah, we've got an order coming. We've got an
order coming," and - but I said, like, it got terminated after 10 months.
That was it. I mean, we - we were bloody spendin' money on it and it
just wasn’t working. And it's not unusual with the Chinese. I found that,
you know, you just got to try things to try and - to get things happening,
you know.

GRAINGER:

So what year was this, roughly?

MCCORMICK:

2014?

GRAINGER:

2014?

MCCORMICK:

'13, '14?

GRAINGER:

OK, all right. So was she employed by which corporate entity?

MCCORMICK:

No, she's been trading as Cottontails.

GRAINGER:

And so Maggie made the introduction to you, and you think through somewhere through the chamber of...

MCCORMICK:

I can't remember how I met her, to be honest with you.

GRAINGER:

So what - what was Maggie getting out of it?

MCCORMICK:

Well, buggered if I know. She was tryin' to help me, from what I gather.
She was gettin' nothin' off me. I never paid her a cent.

GRAINGER:

OK. Now, the -

MCCORMICK:

Or whether or not she was friends with these people, you know. I don’t
know what the connection.

GRAINGER:

When you engaged this person for you to work in China, do you
remember their name?

MCCORMICK:

Daisy

.

GRAINGER:

Daisy

? OK. Did she have a visa to come here?

MCCORMICK:

Yeah, she would've. She had to.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCCORMICK:

So I mean, it was - what we were tryin' to do is get her employed in
Australia, and permanent citizenship. I think that was the - that was the
attraction for her.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

And my attraction was to use her influence to get my products into
China.

GRAINGER:

OK. So she was after a visa and end game for her was a visa like that.
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MCCORMICK:

Yeah, exactly.

GRAINGER:

A - a residency visa, is that right?

MCCORMICK:

Well, I imagine so. I don’t know it works with permanency .

GRAINGER:

So what - what skills did she have?

MCCORMICK:

Oh, well, she was a - she was an accountant she had a bachelor of
accountancy, and she was a pretty smart cookie. But it was more her
influence that I was after.

GRAINGER:

OK. She didn’t do any accounting work for you?

MCCORMICK:

No.

GRAINGER:

All right. Did you have to supply Maggie with any paperwork about
turnover and -

MCCORMICK:

Oh, it would've been supplied to the 457 people or whatever it is in visa

GRAINGER:

You provided it?

MCCORMICK:

Yeah, I would've, yeah.

GRAINGER:

So that was part of the deal, was it, that you provide them with -

MCCORMICK:

Yeah, I had to do it all above board. Like, it had - it had to be approved
by the Australian Government. It wasn’t done on the side or anything.
We employed her, and then we agreed that she'd be - she'd be here
(UNDECIPHERABLE) didn’t work out. And she had to sign and I had
to sign off on it.
That's what happened it finished it just
(UNDECIPHERABLE) her for 10 months. I said, "Well, bugger
(UNDECIPHERABLE) money (UNDECIPHERABLE) wasting it
(UNDECIPHERABLE) I don’t know.
Well, I mean
(UNDECIPHERABLE) but I don’t know. I - I hadn't had any - any
contact with her for since that time in here, at all.

GRAINGER:

Yep. Did Daryl have any involvement in this?

MCCORMICK:

No. Not that I know of. I never spoke to him about it. And yeah, he
never even spoke to me about it.

GRAINGER:

But somehow you're saying he was the link to Daryl, is that right?

MCCORMICK:

I don’t know. They knew each other.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCCORMICK:

Yep. But as far as - I don’t know if they were in business. Well, I don’t
think they'd be in business together, he's an MP. But anyhow, I had no
knowledge of any association between Maggie and Daryl, other than they
knew each other. But see, we're talkin' 5 years ago, and I don't - I don’t
really even remember how - I'm sure it came from a - like, an after hours
event at a business chamber or somethin' that I met her.
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GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCCORMICK:

And then I developed this relationship. I knew that she knew Daryl.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

Right? They moved in the same circles. But as far as any involvement
or whatever, he never referred me to her.

GRAINGER:

What about - so you - you - you talk about this person that you employed
for Maggie. Did you employ anyone else through Maggie?

MCCORMICK:

No.

GRAINGER:

Only one person?

MCCORMICK:

One person.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCCORMICK:

Yeah, no, I learnt me lesson. I said, "Bugger that."

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

Doin' bloody money, ain't a fit.

FOX:

You said her name was Daisy
Anglicised.

MCCORMICK:

I can find that for you.

FOX:

All right. And - but surname

MCCORMICK:

Yeah. Let me think. She'd be putting through her form, somethin' like
that.

FOX:

Is she studyin' here or was she finishing her studies here?

MCCORMICK:

Yeah, she was studying.

FOX:

In Australia?

MCCORMICK:

Yeah, studying in Sydney.

FOX:

So she was living near campus and worked for you
(UNDECIPHERABLE) and you hoped that (UNDECIPHERABLE)
relationships (UNDECIPHERABLE) and in relation to your products.

MCCORMICK:

Yeah, and distribution.
I went to China, I went to
(UNDECIPHERABLE) I went and visited 'em over there. And, you
know, she spoke about the whole thing. And - but nothing really
eventuated with - I mean, it took this long to (UNDECIPHERABLE) but
I mean, in this game you’ve got to try - a small producer. We're only a
very small company in the whole scheme of things. We've got to try
things, you know? And I'm always havin' a go, you know?
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GRAINGER:

So with - when was the last time you remember talking to Maggie?

MCCORMICK:

About that time? Like, it would've been in - so she's here in - she came
here in April 2-14.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCCORMICK:

The reason I know it is the 1st of April when I (UNDECIPHERABLE)

GRAINGER:

(UNDECIPHERABLE)

MCCORMICK:

(UNDECIPHERABLE), exactly. That's how I remember it. And she left
10 months later. And that was the last I saw of Maggie.

GRAINGER:

You mentioned Julian McLaren before.

MCCORMICK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

What do you know about Julian? You said he was a financial planner as
well, wasn’t he?

MCCORMICK:

Yes, that's right.

GRAINGER:

Is he the same Julian McLaren who is an accountant?

MCCORMICK:

I don’t know if he's an accountant. He's a -

GRAINGER:

On the Council, sorry, is it -

MCCORMICK:

He was on the Council, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. All right. So what's - what's the story with Julian?

MCCORMICK:

Oh, like, just knew him - I only knew him through the Wagga Business
Chamber.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

He, being a financial planner, he was on that trip to Yan - that trip that
we went to, Shenyang.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCCORMICK:

Shenyang. And I spoke to him a few times over there. But we're not
close. But I know him. I mean, if I walked down the street I'd say,
"G'day, Julian," and, "How you're goin'?" But we don’t go and have a
coffee or anything. But I do know him, yep.

GRAINGER:

And was Julian a (UNDECIPHERABLE) as well?

MCCORMICK:

Oh, I wouldn't want to - yeah, well, I mean, he would've been. He - he
knew Daryl.

GRAINGER:

Did you agree to, like, over the DA?

MCCORMICK:

Do I?
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GRAINGER:

Yeah.

MCCORMICK:

Yeah, I've got it on my digital. I think it started today. But I haven't - I
haven't seen it today. I've been over in Griffith. It was -

GRAINGER:

OK. Is it after the day you’ve met Julian? You said in the DA, yeah,
yeah.

MCCORMICK:

What about? What's he done now?

GRAINGER:

Oh, something about the National Party and something -

MCCORMICK:

Yeah, I don’t think he's shifted camp.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCCORMICK:

From what I can gather, anyhow. He's tried to get in on the national side
of it, so -

GRAINGER:

Have you travelled to China with Daryl? You’ve told us about the
Shenyang trip.

MCCORMICK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

What about other times?

MCCORMICK:

No.

GRAINGER:

Only once?

MCCORMICK:

That's it.

GRAINGER:

OK. Who'd you - what - just tell us what you did there.

MCCORMICK:

Well, we went to Shenyang, I think it was. Well, get me right -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

MCCORMICK:

- because I - I might be wrong. And he was there to see some people.
There was a guy called Humphrey.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCCORMICK:

And I reckon he was a shonk, to be honest with you.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

And I didn’t like him the outset. He was there with another girl called
Lydia.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

And I don’t know whether they were married or whatever, but yeah, they
were very close. He reckons he had a restaurant, but it was - it was
defunct. It wasn’t open. And I went on the pretence that I'd be able to
talk to him about, you know, importing some wine into his restaurant -
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GRAINGER:

Mmm.

MCCORMICK:

- and blah, blah, blah, blah. So we spent about 2 or 3 days, went, you
know, to a couple of different cities, had some meetings with some
officials. And I was just taggin' along 'cause I can't speak Chinese,
obviously, tryin' to get some contacts, you know? There was a big
development over there. They were doing some international bloody fair
thing or something, and we went and had a look at that.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

There was Julian, myself, Daryl, obviously, and a couple of his staff.
There was a - another girl, Maguire.

GRAINGER:

Hannah Maguire?

MCCORMICK:

Yep, Hannah.

GRAINGER:

She was a journo?

MCCORMICK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCCORMICK:

Nice lady from Armidale with (UNDECIPHERABLE) there was a
couple of Daryl's staff. Now, I attended a couple of these meetings with
them. But nothing ever eventuated. As I said, I haven't had any luck
with - with Daryl's leads, to be honest with you.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

MCCORMICK:

I haven't had any positive response. But I was trying it, you know, just
sort of gets - just tryin' to get into - to get some contacts.

GRAINGER:

OK. So just run me through this. Two staff from Daryl's office. Do you
remember their names?

MCCORMICK:

No, I don’t.

GRAINGER:

If -

MCCORMICK:

I don’t, but -

GRAINGER:

If I was to sort of tell you some names, you may, you know, recall what -

MCCORMICK:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Nicole be one of them?

MCCORMICK:

Nicole?

GRAINGER:

Nicole

MCCORMICK:

Yep, yep. That was his offsider, I think.

GRAINGER:

Yep. And Rebecca?
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MCCORMICK:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Rebecca Cartwright?

MCCORMICK:

Yep, that's it.

GRAINGER:

They're the two of them?

MCCORMICK:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. So you’ve gone over as part of this - this group?

MCCORMICK:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Did Adriana Lions go on that trip as well, Miss Wagga?

MCCORMICK:

No.

GRAINGER:

No?

MCCORMICK:

No, I didn’t see Miss Wagga. I'd remember that.

GRAINGER:

OK. And you went to Shenyang?

MCCORMICK:

I think that's the name of the joint.

GRAINGER:

And what - what - what year was this, roughly?

MCCORMICK:

Oh, 2012.

GRAINGER:

2012? OK. And Daryl went with you?

MCCORMICK:

Well, he - yeah, I met 'em over there.

GRAINGER:

You met them over there?

MCCORMICK:

Yeah, I didn’t go with them.

GRAINGER:

You - you flew independently? OK.

MCCORMICK:

I flew independently, I paid all my own costs.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCCORMICK:

Airfares, everything.

GRAINGER:

Did Phil Elliott go on the trip?

MCCORMICK:

Nope, he wasn’t there.

GRAINGER:

And - you wouldn’t see him? Yeah, OK.

MCCORMICK:

Nuh.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCCORMICK:

I've never an association with Phil in a business sense, ever, anywhere.
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GRAINGER:

So with - with the - you said you went to some meetings that I assume
had been held by Daryl with whoever?

MCCORMICK:

Yeah. But one was at a university -

GRAINGER:

Yeah?

MCCORMICK:

- in Shenyang

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

I can still picture the joint. We were sitting in a room in that - like, they
were all Chinese, talkin', and Daryl had an interpreter. It was more that,
"Here's an MP from Wagga," and you know, "We're doin' this," you
know, "We're" - it was more, I guess, the officials tryin' to show off that
they had influence in Australia or, you know, like, an important person.
And I was just tagging along. I didn’t sort of have any involvement with
it. My main thing was just bloody Humphrey. I thought he was the go
that, you know, he was gunna give us all these leads and that.

GRAINGER:

And nothing happened?

MCCORMICK:

Nothing at all happened. He's bloody useless.

GRAINGER:

So was Humphrey at this meeting with the Shenyang University?

MCCORMICK:

No, no.

GRAINGER:

So who went to that?

MCCORMICK:

Daryl, Julian, couple of the girls.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

And myself. To be honest, I don’t know exactly who, but there was that was roughly from my recollection.

GRAINGER:

And what was the meeting about? What was tryin' to happen?

MCCORMICK:

I don’t know if Daryl's trying to - it might've been that there was
something about tryin' to get a trade centre or a business centre -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

- into Australia. And they were talking about how this one in Shenyang
was a big joint and they went and saw it. I didn’t go. I -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

I wasn’t interested in it. And I think it was to do with tryin' to get who
the contacts were to try and see who - who could assist in the
development of this thing. They wanted to bring something to Wagga.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.
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MCCORMICK:

And this Humphrey bloke, Humphrey bloody bear, as I bloody called
him, he was mixed up in it. But I reckon he was a disaster from day one.
So I think it was to do with something like that, like the trade -

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCCORMICK:

- this trade centre.

GRAINGER:

So what did the uni have to do with that?

MCCORMICK:

They held the meeting at the uni.

GRAINGER:

OK. Just held -

MCCORMICK:

Yeah, they had - well, they wanted to show us around this new uni and
stuff. We went for a wander around the joint and had a look it. We had a
meeting in a little room there. Didn’t have lunch or anything. And
jumps on the buses, they’ve got those little bloody buses, and they drove
us back to the hotel.

GRAINGER:

OK. So what - what - you got those people in the room.

MCCORMICK:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

You’ve got yourself, Julian McLaren, possibly a couple of Daryl's staff
members.

MCCORMICK:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And then Daryl, and these other people who are Chinese.

MCCORMICK:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Do you know what they were? Like, they were party officials?

MCCORMICK:

They would've been officials.

GRAINGER:

From the uni or from the party or from the government or -

MCCORMICK:

Oh, I couldn’t tell you. Sorry, my memory's not that good. I didn’t - I
didn’t really take any notice of it 'cause it wasn’t much interest to me.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCCORMICK:

I think I was just along there as - you know, these group of Australians
are over here and -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

You know, there's a lot of this bloody grandstanding on both sides, you
know, "I'm an important person and you're" - you know.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

"Oh, this bloke's got a winery," and you know, blah, blah, blah.
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GRAINGER:

OK. I - I understand, I understand.

MCCORMICK:

I - you know, I just sit there and smile.

GRAINGER:

So smile and wave? Yeah. What - what's - what was Daryl, like - Daryl
-

MCCORMICK:

He was talking to them.

GRAINGER:

OK. He was talking to them. And was he the - the - as the member for
Wagga Wagga or -

MCCORMICK:

I - look, I'd be - I can't give you an accurate - I wasn't taking any notice
of it. I can't really - I can't tell you. I think it was about this trade thing.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCCORMICK:

And I think it was as the member for Wagga that he was talking to them
that, you know, we want to encourage cross trade and all this sort of
thing, you know?

GRAINGER:

So I suppose looking at it in some sort of perspective, if Gerry
McCormick was to lob at some university and said, "I want to talk about
trade and that," what would they do? They technically go and jump,
that's it?

MCCORMICK:

Oh, nothin'.

GRAINGER:

So would it be fair to assume that Daryl was known as being a member
of Parliament?

MCCORMICK:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

And -

MCCORMICK:

Of course.

GRAINGER:

They understood that?

MCCORMICK:

Yeah, of course.

GRAINGER:

I think you said before that they - you know, they were - he mentioned,
"This bloke's an MP, and this one's got somethin' else," and -

MCCORMICK:

Yeah, and I think Julian's the Chamber of -

GRAINGER:

Commerce.

MCCORMICK:

- Commerce, you know?

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCCORMICK:

It's all just bloody beatin' the chest sort of stuff, you know?

GRAINGER:

OK.
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MCCORMICK:

And they’re big on it. I mean, that's just the way it works, you know?

GRAINGER:

OK. So what - what - what was Julian doin' there?

MCCORMICK:

Well, he's the Wagga Business Chamber. And I - but I think Julian went
back and done - and done some other business. Like, he went back,
'cause I spoke to him about it, and this is a couple months later. And he
said, "Oh, yeah. How'd you go in the China?" I - and I said to him, "I
haven't had bloody luck, mate." And he said, "Yeah, I haven't either."
But he went back to China after that, as far as I know. But he said he
didn’t have any success.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCCORMICK:

And I don’t know what - whether he was trying to start some sort of a
business himself. But I'd be, like, be misleading if I was to say what it
was, because he wasn’t that closely associated. I was only interested in
getting some distributed - distribution for my product.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

You know, some contacts.

GRAINGER:

Did you - and you said you - you made your own arrangements there and
back -

MCCORMICK:

That's right.

GRAINGER:

- and booked your own flights.

MCCORMICK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Did you just come back on the same flight as Daryl or did you just leave
before him?

MCCORMICK:

No. I left separately. I wouldn’t have - yeah. Well, sorry, from memory.
I - I met them separately. Yeah, well, I would've. Because I - they
booked their own flights. I think they continued on somewhere.

GRAINGER:

OK. Did you met Gordon Tse over there?

MCCORMICK:

No, no. I've only met Gordon Tse over there in the last 3 months.
I haven't seen him for 10 years -

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCCORMICK:

- at least. And I've - I've been to Guangzhou. I'm going again on
Sunday, and I'll be meeting with Gordon there.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

But I've only been in contact with Gordon, say, since June this year.

GRAINGER:

Yep, OK.

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

Volume 27

1134

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

5

MCCORMICK:

Prior to that, I haven't seen him -

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCCORMICK:

- for 10 -

GRAINGER:

He doesn’t - he doesn’t - does he - he used to live in Wagga?

MCCORMICK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Does he still have a house here?

MCCORMICK:

Dunno. His brother's here.

GRAINGER:

Oh, OK.

MCCORMICK:

It's just his brother-in-law and sister, Michael Chan. They used to have
the Kooringal, Chinese.

GRAINGER:

Oh, OK.

MCCORMICK:

Yeah, but he's been very successful and he's got a couple of restaurants
over there. One's called Wagga Wagga, or Wagga Wagga Café.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

He's got another one that was called The Gold Coast. And we're talking
to some Chinese people about a joint venture over there. And I'm only
interested in my bloody wine again, you know?

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCCORMICK:

Like, that's my connection.

GRAINGER:

Does - does Gordon come back at all, to here as well?

MCCORMICK:

He was back here about a month ago.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCCORMICK:

Yep. And I saw him.

GRAINGER:

He flit - he flits in and out, does he?

MCCORMICK:

I don’t know. I'm not - yeah, I'm not aware of his movements from that
perspective.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCCORMICK:

But since I've had the - the dealings with him, I'm - I'm talking to him,
and I'm gunna meet him next week, like, when I get over there.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.
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MCCORMICK:

And we're goin' to see these people. There's a pretty big development
that hopefully will be - be good for trade and good for distribution of my
product.

GRAINGER:

OK, OK.

MCCORMICK:

That's what I'm looking at. But no, I'm not - I mean, I'm not that close to
Gordon, other than since June. Like, I don’t know what he's done prior
to that or -

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCCORMICK:

Got no association with him whatsoever.

GRAINGER:

So did you know him as just being of Wagga residence -

MCCORMICK:

That's it.

GRAINGER:

- before you met Daryl?

MCCORMICK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, OK.

MCCORMICK:

Yeah, I knew him to have had the Golden - he also was the chef up at the
Rules Club.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCCORMICK:

He had the catering up there. But I didn’t have anything to do with him
or anything. I just knew who he was.

GRAINGER:

Got you. So you’ve met - only met in China with Daryl once?

MCCORMICK:

Yeah. Shenyang was the only time. Yeah, I'm - look. You know, I hope
I'm not saying a lie here, but I'm -

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCCORMICK:

As far as I know, it's only once.

GRAINGER:

To the best of your recollection. That's fine.

MCCORMICK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And Daryl from time to time travels to China, is that true?

MCCORMICK:

I don’t know what he does. He's - he's been to Taiwan.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCCORMICK:

I know that, in the last 10 months -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.
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MCCORMICK:

- 'cause he spoke to me about it. And I said, "Well, give me some leads,"
so he did. And then it - I found out that they want five grand just to go
over there and do some introductions, like -

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCCORMICK:

You know, this is with Austrade.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

MCCORMICK:

And I was quite disappointed with it. I mean, the thing about is that I'm
not gunna give up. I'm going to get my distribution somehow, whether I
die with it. And -

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

MCCORMICK:

You know, that may be the case. But I am a very determined person.
And so I'm just following up every avenue and continuing on with it.
Now, as far as Daryl's association, he was tryin' to give me leads.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCCORMICK:

As far as I knew, in the best of interest.

GRAINGER:

OK.
So was he - he was giving you leads into China
(UNDECIPHERABLE) to distribute -

MCCORMICK:

Well, only that Shenyang.

GRAINGER:

Only that one?

MCCORMICK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So what other leads was he tryin' to give you?

MCCORMICK:

Taiwan.

GRAINGER:

Taiwan?

MCCORMICK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCCORMICK:

And that was with - with Austrade.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

And that was only, well, within the last 12 months, probably 8 months
ago or something.

GRAINGER:

OK. Yeah. So it was only two times he's - he's tried to steer you into
something, is it?

MCCORMICK:

Yeah. Look, yeah. That - that I'll note that I can remember. There's
been nothing significant other than that Shenyang one, you know?
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GRAINGER:

OK. You - we spoke - about earlier about G8way.

MCCORMICK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And Phil Elliott, about G8way.

MCCORMICK:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall a proposal for G8way to open a - a business centre in either
Shenzhen or Zhengzhou or somewhere in one of the Chinese -

MCCORMICK:

Yeah, there was some talk about it.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, what's that about?

MCCORMICK:

I don’t know. They were gunna open an office or something.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCCORMICK:

Yeah. And they were talking about it. But, look, I've had no business
dealings with G8way or whatever. I have probably expressed an interest
in if they do have opportunities in where we can go, we can network or
something like that. But it never got off the ground. Nothing ever
happened.

GRAINGER:

Did - do you recall going to a meeting in Daryl's office with Phil Elliott,
yourself and Tim McMullen?

MCCORMICK:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. What - what do you recall about that?

MCCORMICK:

Well, same thing that I'm talking about, this - doing - opening this office.
Yeah, but I don’t even what city it was in. And nothing ever happened,
you know?

GRAINGER:

OK. So just want to explore a bit between the - why Daryl was there
tryin' to promote something in China (UNDECIPHERABLE) and I
understand that.

MCCORMICK:

Well, look, he's always been honest with me, and there's never been any
corruption. I mean, this has only just come - and I just went in on the
view that Phil and him were talking about doing some business, and I
was talking, and Daryl - Tim McMullen was talking about doing some
business with him, you know?

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

Just on the basis of him giving us leads because he's the MP, and steering
us in the right direction. Now, that's purely where I've had my dealings
with Daryl. Nothing further.

GRAINGER:

All right. So where would the member from Wagga Wagga get leads
into China from?
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MCCORMICK:

Oh, I (UNDECIPHERABLE) he's the president of one of the China
Friendship Groups for a while. It's like they're Asia Pacific or something.

GRAINGER:

Asia Pacific Friendship Group?

MCCORMICK:

Oh, something like that.

GRAINGER:

OK. Are you aware he has some role in that?

MCCORMICK:

Yeah, he told me. He said - oh, you know, he said, "I'm goin' to China to
meet these people, and I'm the president of the Asia Pacific Group" or
something like that.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

And I just assumed that, "Yeah, righto."

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCCORMICK:

Being an MP. I mean, I don’t know the processes of it.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

MCCORMICK:

And I have had no involvement with that group whatsoever.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh. OK. So the - the leads that Daryl may have generated you think
have been as a result of him going to China as part of that group? If I
may - I won’t words in your mouth but this is how you understand -

MCCORMICK:

Yeah. Yes. Yeah, I - I believe that that's how sort of he would've got his
associations, that it would be the government officials. And I mean, I
saw of photo of him with President Xi.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCCORMICK:

He met him. And I thought, "Oh, well, he's talk" - I mean, I don’t even
know what these guys do. I'm not a politician. But I imagine that they
do cross-referencing and whatever.

GRAINGER:

I think so too. Just like to -

MCCORMICK:

But I can tell you now -

GRAINGER:

That's fine.

MCCORMICK:

- I've had no involvement with G8way or whatever it is.

FOX:

That - that meeting then, that - that meeting at Daryl's office in Wagga -

MCCORMICK:

Yeah.

FOX:

So Daryl must've invited you to his office.

MCCORMICK:

Yep.
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FOX:

And the - did you know Tim was gunna be there, or was that a surprise to
you when Tim either turned up or was there (UNDECIPHERABLE) or -

MCCORMICK:

Oh, no, I don’t know if Tim was - I don’t know Tim was there. But I
wouldn’t be surprised, 'cause I know that he's been over there with Daryl.
I know he – they’ve done some deals.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCCORMICK:

Or they - they did do - sold some wine, you know? Whereas I haven't.

FOX:

All right. So Tim McMullen's had more success on that front than you
have?

MCCORMICK:

Yeah, exactly.

FOX:

And some of that success has been aided by Daryl, G8way, Phil Elliott?

MCCORMICK:

Don’t know. Daryl's been involved. In other words, he's given him the
leads as far as I know. But I - as far as - I don’t know what his
association with Phil Elliott. I only met Phil Elliott about four times.

FOX:

Yeah.

MCCORMICK:

That would've been one of them.

GRAINGER:

All right, yep.

FOX:

And - and that proposal that was put to you, was it that, "We're going to
open up," as in, G8way, "G8way's gunna up somewhere in Shenzhen,
and we are gunna be able to showcase your" -

MCCORMICK:

Yeah. That's right.

FOX:

- products, including yours.

MCCORMICK:

That's right.

FOX:

Right. So that's why it was - you were called, because this was
(UNDECIPHERABLE)

MCCORMICK:

Yeah. There was gunna be someway where we can maybe get access to
these distributors.

FOX:

Yep.

MCCORMICK:

Like, I go to the international shows. I've been up to Harbin about three
times, four times.

FOX:

Yeah.

MCCORMICK:

And I'd go up there, and we'd display our wines and blah, blah, blah. But
nothing would happen. So then I thought, "Well, OK, if we go direct to
the distributors, we could try it that way, you know?"

FOX:

And who was driving that conversation in Daryl's office, do you recall?
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MCCORMICK:

Oh, would've been Daryl. He'd be the (UNDECIPHERABLE) person.

FOX:

Yep.

MCCORMICK:

But nothing came of it. They never opened the office, as far as I know.

FOX:

Have you ever sent him any samples?

MCCORMICK:

Yes.

FOX:

Who have you sent them to, Daryl or - or to Phil or -

MCCORMICK:

No, to Daryl.

FOX:

- to Daryl's office?

MCCORMICK:

I've given Daryl some samples to take to Taiwan, once and only.

FOX:

Right, OK. And did you give them to him personally or -

MCCORMICK:

Yes.

FOX:

Yep.

MCCORMICK:

Just to take them up there -

FOX:

Yeah.

MCCORMICK:

- to give him. And he gave 'em to Austrade as far as I know. And they we talked about it, but then they wanted this five grand to have a
meeting, and then they'd do this and do that. And I said, "Well, bugger
that, it's not worth it." Yeah, I've given him samples once.

GRAINGER:

If we can just go back to Maggie Wang briefly.

MCCORMICK:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And you spoke about the person you employed. Did you deal with a
company called Ausky Visa Solutions in that - that time?

MCCORMICK:

Who?

GRAINGER:

Ausky, A-U-S-K-Y, Visa Solutions.

MCCORMICK:

Not that I know of.

GRAINGER:

Or a Monica, do you know a Monica? Something linked with Maggie?

MCCORMICK:

Sorry.

GRAINGER:

Nuh?

MCCORMICK:

I - no. I can't recall.

FOX:

So did you send paperwork to Maggie?
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MCCORMICK:

I - I think I would've done it direct with the government. Like, through a
- whoever the agency was.

FOX:

Yeah, or something (UNDECIPHERABLE)

MCCORMICK:

Maggie - Maggie organised it.

FOX:

Maggie organised it. Was there a - sorry, was there a migration agent,
and then the government, is that how it worked? So some sort of
migration agent, then - then processed everything, and then - 'cause
dealing with the government can be quite tricky if you don’t know - if
you don’t do it all the time.

MCCORMICK:

Yeah, would've been - would've been like - would've been a migration,
would've have to been.

FOX:

Yeah, and that was -

MCCORMICK:

I would've done that.

FOX:

That was organised by -

MCCORMICK:

Maggie.

FOX:

- Maggie? OK.

GRAINGER:

Do you know a person by the name of Daryl Day?

MCCORMICK:

Daryl Day?

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

MCCORMICK:

In Wagga?

GRAINGER:

Well, I'm assuming that.

MCCORMICK:

Daryl Day, the singer?

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

MCCORMICK:

There's a guy that's a singer in Wagga, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. Is he a singer, is he?

MCCORMICK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

What else does he do?

MCCORMICK:

Oh, he's got a business, or he did have a business with car parts his
father-in-law started. Yeah, Ken - what's his father - father-in-law's
name? Johnson. Wagga - East Wagga Footy Club. I used to be the
president of Wagga Tigers. What was the name of it? Precision - nuh.
Day. I don’t know. But yeah, he's - he's a businessman, but a pretty
good singer. He's got a band and stuff. They call themself The Convicts.
Yeah. Ken Reynolds is the guy, his father-in-law.
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GRAINGER:

OK. Just bear with me, Gerry (UNDECIPHERABLE)

MCCORMICK:

All right. No drama.

GRAINGER:

Do you know who Peter Wood is?

MCCORMICK:

No. Sorry. I don’t know who Peter Wood is.

GRAINGER:

Do you -

MCCORMICK:

Oh, wait on, Peter Wood, that furniture bloke in Wagga.

GRAINGER:

OK. What's he do?

MCCORMICK:

He was - he did have a business up near the Rules Club, furniture
manufacturing.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCCORMICK:

Nice people. I know his brother more than Peter, I think.

GRAINGER:

Do you - you're a - a financial planner and an accountant by - by trade?

MCCORMICK:

Not an accountant.

GRAINGER:

Accountant, just - just planner?

MCCORMICK:

Yeah, financial planner.

GRAINGER:

Do you use a particular accountant?

MCCORMICK:

Adams Kenneally White.

GRAINGER:

OK. They’ve been your accountant all the time?

MCCORMICK:

Yep. I actually started a financial planning business for them.

GRAINGER:

Oh, OK.

MCCORMICK:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCCORMICK:

(UNDECIPHERABLE) financial planning.

FOX:

Just while Paul's lookin' at those documents there.

MCCORMICK:

Yeah.

FOX:

With Gordon Tse, do you know what his main, or one of his trade - what
trading name he uses? 'Cause he does a bit of trading, he does the cafes,
and doesn’t he do - I presume he does trading as well?

MCCORMICK:

He does garments.

FOX:

Right.
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MCCORMICK:

He does the - the Hong Kong Sevens and all that. He's got a very big
business over there -

FOX:

OK.

MCCORMICK:

- in Guangzhou. And he's got a bloody water bottling business, like,
fresh water thing, you know.

FOX:

Yep.

MCCORMICK:

I don’t know what else he's got. But I was associated through him - well,
interested through his restaurant for distribution of my wine.

FOX:

Right.

MCCORMICK:

Sorry, this is a call.

FOX:

Yep.

MCCORMICK:

Hello? Yeah. Look, I - I'm sorry. I didn’t think - I didn’t know how
long I'd be, but I'm gunna be tied up. Is it - are you working tonight, or
do you want to ring me back later, or - yeah, look, I - I can't - yeah, I - I
can help you, but I'm in a - in a - a meeting at the moment. Yeah, would
you say an hour? Just one second. Are we gunna be that long?

GRAINGER:

5 minutes.

MCCORMICK:

Yeah, that'd be OK. Half an hour - half an hour's fine. Nuh, nuh, half an
hour would be OK. See you. My son's doctor from Sydney.

GRAINGER:

Oh, OK. Sorry to (UNDECIPHERABLE)

MCCORMICK:

No, no, you're all right. They had another one, TransferWise. You
know, you heard of them? They - apparently you can transfer money
overseas and they're really cheap, but I don’t know how it works.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCCORMICK:

And the girl rang, and I told her to ring me at 5 o'clock 'cause I thought
we'd be - no, half past 5.00, I think it might've been.

GRAINGER:

Yep, OK.

MCCORMICK:

Anyhow. That's - that's who it was.

GRAINGER:

Just - did you ever travel to Sydney and see Maggie at Glebe Police
Station?

MCCORMICK:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

What was that about?

MCCORMICK:

Well, buggered if I know.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.
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MCCORMICK:

Oh, no, I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

I don’t know, to be honest with you. But I remember going out there,
because I thought, "Here she is, she's workin' at the bloody cop station."

GRAINGER:

Do you use MYOB as your accounting tool?

MCCORMICK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh. OK. Gerry, at this stage I have nothing further to ask you.
Actually, there is something else I want to ask you. Sorry, I've -

MCCORMICK:

You're all right.

GRAINGER:

You - we discussed G8way before, and the fact you didn’t do any
business with them, and you’ve been - you met Phil four times.

MCCORMICK:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And you - you - you sort of in - are a bit unsure of what Daryl's role with
G8way was, if there was one at all.

MCCORMICK:

I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you know if Daryl had a G8way email address?

MCCORMICK:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. And what was that?

MCCORMICK:

Oh, somethin' to do with G8way, I know that much.

GRAINGER:

OK. So if Daryl has a G8way email address, it'd be a reasonable
assumption he has something to do with G8way?

MCCORMICK:

I don’t know. I can't answer that. All I know is that - oh, it might've
been from that meeting with Tim, he said that, "If you wanted to talk to
me about G8way stuff or, you know, like, get some feedback or
whatever, you know" -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

- "converse about it, there is an email there" -

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCCORMICK:

- "and an address."

GRAINGER:

For that -

MCCORMICK:

But I - I don’t know, like, I don’t know whether - what his involvement
was.

GRAINGER:

OK.
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MCCORMICK:

I - I took it purely that he was sort of supporting Phil Elliott with leads,
you know, like, he was doing it with me.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you know someone by the name of Hobart?

MCCORMICK:

Hobart? Just one second. There's a guy in Samoa -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

- that I sent an email, because Daryl gave me a lead. That's how the Asia
Pacific thing came. He said, "Talk to this guy, Hobart."

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

And I sent him an email, or a couple of emails.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCCORMICK:

But nothing ever happened to them.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. And what was Hobart's story? Who was he?

MCCORMICK:

I don’t know, he's some - well, no, he's a - Chamber of Commerce, I
think.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

President of Chamber of Commerce in Samoa.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

And we're talking about leads. And what we were thinking about doing
was to get some champagne, because Samoa's a - a - a wedding venue
destination for people, and we could put our champagne in there -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

- into the outlets there. So I contacted Austrade in Brisbane and sent
emails to them. And they gave me some leads and they gave me some
feedback on the distributors there in Tonga, Samoa, and, you know, in
that area.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

But nothing ever eventuated of - I mean, there's emails in there and - if
you want core of it some stage, you obviously will. But there's nothing
sinister about it.

GRAINGER:

So you - you indicated that the - that Daryl gave you the lead to Hobart to
something to do with the APFG, is it what I understood?

MCCORMICK:

Yeah. He - he said that he had this presidency and that he was aware of
the people within the Pacific Islands -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.
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MCCORMICK:

- and wanted to promote that sort of business relationship -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

- between Australia and the Pacific Islanders. And so he gave me this
Hobart.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

And I sent this Hobart an email. And then he never got back to me 'cause
it was in the junk mail. And then he eventually got back to me. And I
said, "I'd love to come over and see you and talk and" - and then I got
some information from Austrade.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

There would be emails somewhere, and I'd have where the - these guys
gave me some information into who I could distribute with and the
pricing -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

- of the wine. But it's - all - all it's had to do with the wine. It had
nothing to do with anything else.

GRAINGER:

Did you ever discuss with Daryl the prices that you'd sell your product?

MCCORMICK:

Oh, I would've, yeah, of course.

GRAINGER:

So what does it have to do with Daryl, how much you sent - sent it - sell
your product for?

MCCORMICK:

Oh, we're looking at market, you know, like, you're looking at the pricing
and so forth. Like, the Chinese, for example, I get contacts with them.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCCORMICK:

And they say, "Well, you know, can you FOB Sydney, $1.50 a bottle?"

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

I say, "You're fuckin' jokin'. Cost me all of that for the label."

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

So I would've discussed in general about the pricing range. Now, I
started off in China, talking in 2004, when I was goin' over there on my
own into Harbin at, like, 10, $12.00 a bottle. But it's not realistic, you
know?

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCCORMICK:

You're really talking probably a 5, $6.00 a bottle, FOB Sydney. So yeah,
we would've talked in general about pricing. But he had no impact on
that or influence on it.
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GRAINGER:

Did he tell you the price you should price things at?

MCCORMICK:

No.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh. OK.

MCCORMICK:

No, I don’t think he would've - well, he may have had that there for the
knowledge, but I doubt it.

GRAINGER:

All right.

MCCORMICK:

No, he had no influence on the business in far as giving me anything
other than some leads. He gave me some leads, or that bloody Humphrey
bloke and the one up in Taiwan. That's about the only two that I can
recall ever getting through Daryl.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh. And - and Hobart, you just said.

MCCORMICK:

Yeah, but there was nothin' happening, it was just a lead.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCCORMICK:

Like, you know, we never - well, I never went any further with any of
them.

GRAINGER:

OK. Gerry, I've got no further questions at this point in time.

MCCORMICK:

Sure.

GRAINGER:

Thank you for making yourself available to us.

MCCORMICK:

No, you're all right.

GRAINGER:

It's appreciated.

MCCORMICK:

No worries.

GRAINGER:

Do you have any complaints about the way we've conducted ourselves
today?

MCCORMICK:

No. No issues.

GRAINGER:

Has the - the information you’ve given today been made - done of your
own free will?

MCCORMICK:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Has it been true to the best of your knowledge and belief?

MCCORMICK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. Again, thank you, Gerry. The time is 5.10, and the interview is
concluded.

MCCORMICK:

Fine.
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INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION

5

RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX, PAUL
GRAINGER AND JULIAN MCLAREN AT QUEST APARTMENTS IN WAGGA
WAGGA ON 25TH JULY 2018.
TIME:

08:36 AM

PRESENT:

TIM FOX
PAUL GRAINGER
JULIAN MCLAREN

GRAINGER:

This is an electronic record of interview between Paul Grainger and
Mr Julian McLaren it’s spelt (spells) M-C-L-A-R-E-N. We’re
currently Quest Apartments in Wagga Wagga, the date is the 25th of
July, 2017 and the time by watch is 8:36AM. For the purpose of
voice identification I’ll just ask everyone to state their name starting
with you Julian.

MCLAREN:

Julian McLaren.

GRAINGER:

Tim.

FOX:

Tim Fox.

GRAINGER:

Thanks. Julian are you happy to have your voice recorded today?

MCLAREN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Can you tell me your full name please?

MCLAREN:

Julian Clive Alister McLaren.

GRAINGER:

Your date of birth?
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MCLAREN:
GRAINGER:

Your current residential address?

MCLAREN:
GRAINGER:
30

35

, Wagga Wagga.
And your best contact number?

MCLAREN:
GRAINGER:

Okay. Thanks Julian, there’s a couple things I got to put on the
record formally. This is a voluntary process, okay the Commission
is not exercising a coercive power at this stage so you’re under no
obligation to answer anything or do anything.

MCLAREN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Do you understand that?

MCLAREN:

Yep.
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GRAINGER:

Anything you say or do will be recorded and may later be used in
evidence, now that evidence relates to a Commission inquiry, a
criminal matter, anything that comes out of our investigation.

MCLAREN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

You need to be aware of that so you’re happy to proceed on that
basis?

MCLAREN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Also the – the – probably one of the most important things is that
under the ICAC Act it’s a criminal offence to wilfully make a false
or misleading statement to a commission officer who is in execution
of his or her duty. Now for clarity Tim and I are both Commission
offices, this interview is part of our duties so everything you tell us
today has to be true to the best of your knowledge and belief.

MCLAREN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Do you understand that?

MCLAREN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Any questions at this point in time?

MCLAREN:

No, not at this point.

GRAINGER:

No (UNINTELLIGABLE) alright. Now what I might get you to do
is start with this – give you – so we have a better understanding is
give us a bit of a history ab – bit of a detailed history about your –

MCLAREN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- employment and what you do and go from there.

MCLAREN:

Yep okay so I’m a financial planner by trade, in two thousand and –
so started financial planning in 1999, but effectively in 2004 started
my own business and partnership with a Melbourne based firm that
started in Young and eventually moved to Wagga in 2007.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

MCLAREN:

So in 2007 the business had a office here, we relocated here and then
in 2008 that business merged into larger group called Shadforth
Financial Group which is subsequently listed on the stock exchange
and IOOF ended up buying that. Couple years after that I decided to
move on and join the NAB so been financial planning with the NAB
since February 2016.

GRAINGER:

Okay, now from my understanding you’re a member of Wagga
Council at one point in time?

MCLAREN:

Yeah so the term 2012 through to 2016.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And did you stand as a p – particular political party at that
point in time or?

MCLAREN:

No.

GRAINGER:

No.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

Volume 27

1151

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

5

10

15

20

MCLAREN:

No.

GRAINGER:

Or as an independent?

MCLAREN:

I was on a – not – well I was on the ticket with a p – the previous
mayor –

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

MCLAREN:

- Kerry Pascoe so I was number two on his ticket.

GRAINGER:

Alright. Now I think I asked you when I spoke to you the first time
about any political association (UNINTELLIGABLE) you still a
member of any party (UNINTELLIGABLE)?

MCLAREN:

I’m a member of the National Party at the moment, joined in July
2017 –

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

MCLAREN:

- and previously was a member of the Liberal Party between 2010 to
2015.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Now just in relation to Mr Maguire, what’s your background
with him?

MCLAREN:

Yeah so I can –

GRAINGER:

(INAUDIBLE) –

MCLAREN:

- actually use some notes –

GRAINGER:

Yeah it’s alright, yeah.

MCLAREN:

- here it’s interesting that you obviously don’t remember all the stuff
and when you start thinking back you actually do fill in some of the
blanks which has been bit of a process, but certainly very interesting
so I first met Daryl in – the 2010 Federal Election campaign because
the Liberal Party ran the candidate which was Andrew Negline
against the National Party, a three cornered contest and eventually
obviously Michael McCormack won that. So that’s how I actually
got to know Daryl that was the first sort of interaction I had with
him, so then after that I sort of made more of a – I was more
interacting with the – with the Liberal Party at that point in time so
that – I was also president of the Business Chamber, I’m pretty sure
that between probably late 2010 through to 2012 until I was elected
on Council for about a year and a half so with that association as
well that’s where I interacted with Daryl a little bit as well.

GRAINGER:

Okay, so he was the state member at that point in time?

MCLAREN:

He was the state member for that – yep that’s right.

GRAINGER:

Okay so that’s where you met and started that association, now you
were both members of the same branch of the Liberal Party here
were you?

MCLAREN:

Yeah I guess so or general branch –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.
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MCLAREN:

I’m assuming he’s a member of that branch as well.

GRAINGER:

Okay is your local SEC here that –

MCLAREN:

Yeah there’s a SEC and FEC as well Federal Electorate Council as
well it’s based out of here.

GRAINGER:

So does Mr Maguire have an involvement in either of those as in a –
a–

MCLAREN:

It’s, it’s –

GRAINGER:

- office holder or?

MCLAREN:

I don’t think he’s an office holder, but he definitely – he’s always
there at the meetings when they’re held yeah.

GRAINGER:

Alright. What I’m gonna do Julian is just run through some of the
issues that you highlighted to us and just deal – break them up so we
can talk about them –

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- a bit more okay. So the first one I suppose we have – want to know
about is you mentioned a company called G8Way.

MCLAREN:

G8Way yes.

GRAINGER:

Can you tell us G8Way?

MCLAREN:

So G8Way spelt G, the number ‘8’ way (spells) W-A-Y, G8Way
International is the name of that company so probably give you some
background as to when that popped up. So when I was president of
the business chamber Daryl said it’ll be good for me to go to China
with him because we were meeting with the Chinese group that were
looking to invest in Wagga Wagga, the Wuai Trade Centre. So that
trip was to Shenyang and then Beijing. The Mayor of Wagga was
there as well which is Kerry Pascoe, the General Manager was there
Phil Pinyon, I went as sort of saying, president of a business
Chamber the whole town supports this concept –

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCLAREN:

- etcetera, now Phil Elliott was also on that trip.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

MCLAREN:

On that trip we met with Lydia Zhang who’s ACA Investments.
Now we met her at Sydney airport before we actually left so Phil
Elliott and I. And then we went on to China and that’s where we
met Humphry Xu spelt (spells) X-U. That trip was lots of looking at
stuff, lots of meetings, the sort of normal Chinese stuff. At one point
we met, we went to these Wuai markets, it’s a wholesale market
concept. We went there, the thing that struck me was when we
actually went there and actually spoke to the Wuai people they kind
of didn’t really get why we were there and why they were investing
in Wagga. So that was interesting in itself.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.
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MCLAREN:

Then there was a second trip to China and that was two months after
the first trip. Now on this second trip went to Hangzhou, Shanghai,
Shenyang and when we were at – it must have been when we were at
Hangzhou we also went to Yiwu markets, so Yiwu is another is
another wholesale market concept with just acres and acres of
wholesale markets. Now this trip included Daryl, it included his
staff, Sydney Staff Nichole Hatton and Bec. Now I haven’t been
able to find her surname. It also included a reporter from Prime
News, so Hanna Maguire, which is no relation to Daryl she was also
on it as well. So she was meant to take footage and come back to
Wagga and put it on the news and say how amazing these concepts
were. So it wasn’t anything where you thought oh yeah this is not
right other than the fact that you know lots of meetings always occur
and you go why we having these meetings. When we went to
Shanghai there was some big you know meeting of lots of important
Chinese people in some big hall and Daryl went into that and he was
the representative from Australia. I really don’t understand what all
that was about, but anyway so on that trip though I met with some
people so I went on a third trip. Now this third trip was organised by
myself effectively, but before that third trip Phil Elliott sent me
details of G8Way International. Now he said the company had been
formed although, my subsequent ASIC search shows the company
already existed in one form or another maybe they changed the name
I don’t know. A bank account had been opened and email addresses
and a website had been created. So I wasn’t involved in any
discussions around this and all the setting up, I did – never used the
email addresses. I am not fully aware of the ownership structure of
that and my understanding of the purpose of this G8Way
International was a business club. So they marketed it – so you used
to be able to go to the website and what it said in this business club if
you pay a membership fee you can then go to China and meet up
with people.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

MCLAREN:

I questioned Daryl about this on several occasions ‘cause I kind of
didn’t like the vibe or what it looked like, he assured me everything
was covered it was a legitimate business. Now I didn’t press him any
further on that and I didn’t ask him if it was declared on
Parliamentary records or what not. Phil Elliott also said at that time
that the bank account had been opened and he also said ANZ were
looking to be a member of the club.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

MCLAREN:

So that’s where G8Way started.

GRAINGER:

Alright.

MCLAREN:

And that’s – that was weird oh (UNINTELLIGABLE) look I’ve got
to keep my opinion out of it, it did – that third trip I went on, so I
effectively – and this – this I’ve got a little bit of trouble
remembering exactly if Daryl was on that third trip because this third
trip I also went to Hangzhou and then we went to Yiwu markets and
I – I can’t recall clearly whether Daryl was actually there, but I’m

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

Volume 27

1154

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

almost – I’m very confident that Nicole his staff member was to start
with. So I started – I met with them at the beginning of the trip and
then I went off in a different direction, ended up at Guangzhou, met
up Gordon Tse spelt (spells) T-S-E. ‘Cause Gorden used to have
restaurants in Wagga and he’s ended up in Guangzhou so he may
have or may not have heard of him, but he’s - he’s a little of a legend
in terms of Wagga because a lot of Wagga business people go over
and explore China to look at opportunities. But it was on that third
trip when I got back I sat down with my wife and said this is quite
mad what people are doing there in China in terms of it’s like
beating your head against a brick wall. So I formed the conclusion
pretty quickly, that third trip was in October that year. So the first
trip was in May, second trip in July and the third trip in October.
And because I’d just been elected to council as well I thought it
might be time to just forget about the China thing. Also importantly
I believe after that trip or on that third trip at the end of it I sent an
email to Daryl and said I think Humphrey and Lydia are dodgy and I
think you need to extract yourself from that situation as soon as
possible it may come back to haunt you, or words to that effect.
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GRAINGER:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

So I think I actually wrote that whilst I was in Hong Kong waiting
for the plane to come back.

GRAINGER:

Right.

MCLAREN:

But that was my conclusion.

GRAINGER:

What I might do is go back and break down each of these things
you’ve told us and just (INAUDIBLE) –

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- I mean form a perspective. So you said the first trip was in May
2012 is that right?

MCLAREN:

So the first trip – and I’ve gone back over my passport and looked at
the dates –

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

MCLAREN:

- from the 4th of May to the 8th of May 2012.

GRAINGER:

Okay so who went on that trip do you remember?

MCLAREN:

Yeah it’s me and Phil Elliott was definitely there and Daryl Maguire
also flew over on the flight over there. When we got over there Phil
Pinyon, general manager Kerry Pascoe Mayor were also there. I’m
confident that was the extent of the Wagga representation.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So what the purpose of that trip?

MCLAREN:

That was to see Shenyang, go to Shenyang which had the Wuai
Corporation that’s where it’s based, that’s where their big Trade
Centre was.

GRAINGER:

Okay.
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MCLAREN:

So it was to meet with those people.

GRAINGER:

So tell me about Wuai and what the link to Wagga was what’s’ the –

MCLAREN:

So I’m gonna have to speculate here.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

‘Cause the whole – remember I said when I went there and it seemed
like those Wuai people didn’t really understand –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

MCLAREN:

- why we were there. That’s the Humphrey and Lydia link, the ACA
Corporation. So I’m assuming this I – I can only conclude looking
back is that Humphrey and Lydia somehow wanted to get money and
the way to do it was invest – get an investment in Australia and then
they – they clipped the ticket. So they obviously had a friendship
with Daryl, they thought they had connections in – in China or
Shenyang with the Wuai Corporation and that was for the means to
an end. That’s all I can establish ‘cause it just didn’t make a lot of
sense, very mysterious characters.

GRAINGER:

So what were Wuai gonna do here in Wagga?

MCLAREN:

They’re either gonna build, they’re gonna buy a block of land which
council owned out in Coplan Street, which is a vacant block of land
and they were gonna build a Trade Centre here and then there was
gonna be like hundred and hundred of shops with – and what
happens is the Chinese bring their goods over here and they sell it to
wholesalers so people from all around the world will come to Wagga
right, so it’s – and look at the goods and then bulk order them then
they get exported from China directly to wherever the per – the
buyer is. It’s the concept behind it ‘cause that’s what happens in
China they have these Trade Centres, and people go over and they
look at the goods they go oh we want a – you know I want to get a
ship load of that.

GRAINGER:

Ehm alright, so were the council on board with this proposal?

MCLAREN:

Council were – so yeah they were – so council were I think they
were open to it, but they were doing due diligence as well so they
also had an economic development officer who’d been over there,
Peter Adams, but he wasn’t there on that trip. And so there was
always a high level of scepticism only because of the – the enormity
of the concept and it just kind of didn’t make sense. The council did
its due diligence and it got to a point where we had a report to
council so now talking as councillor and it basically said we don’t
trust these people and therefore we’re gonna pull out of negotiations.

GRAINGER:

Okay so that fell through did it?

MCLAREN:

It did, but there was a signing ceremony in Sydney with one of those
Wuai executives, Barry O’Farrell and Daryl Maguire, and there was
a big hoo-ha about that as well.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.
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MCLAREN:

So beats the hell out of me how it got to that point in a signing
ceremony yet council remained in the dark and we didn’t have any
sort of you know –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

MCLAREN:

- we didn’t have any bites of the cherry –

GRAINGER:

So –

MCLAREN:

- in terms of buying the land.

GRAINGER:

So what was Daryl’s involvement in – in the whole process?

MCLAREN:

That’s unclear, he always said I want an investment in Wagga
Wagga. This will make Wagga big.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

MCLAREN:

So –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

- on face value that’s what you think he’s working hard, but whether
there was more to it I can’t speculate.

GRAINGER:

And you mentioned as you were going through G8Way you
mentioned Phil Elliott. Who – who – who was Phil Elli – Elliott?

MCLAREN:

So Phil Elliott is a local strata manager. So like – not an accountant,
but he does yeah strata managing – managing for – for various
people. But his connection with Daryl is he runs his campaigns. I’m
pretty confident he’s also now a member of the Liberal Party as well
or was, but he used to always his campaigns so they’re very tight. I
don’t know how tight and I don’t know what else goes on but they’re
– they’re – they’re – they’re close so once again I can only speculate
as to the G8Way part of it, but an ASIC search reveals he’s the
director of G8Way, but I haven’t paid enough money to see who the
shareholders are.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOX:

How – how did you know Elliott?

MCLAREN:

Through Daryl.

FOX:

So Daryl introduced you to him?

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

I think the first time I did meet him was actually at the airport it was
at the airport on that first trip that was the first time I met him.

FOX:

When you met Lydia Zhang?

MCLAREN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So lets go back when Daryl asked you to go to China just tell us
what – what he said to you and what the basis of you going was?
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MCLAREN:

Yeah it was as president of the business cham – for the first trip
president of the business ch – and the second trip president of the
business chamber, when you go over to China titles are always
important so president is a big title even though it’s only the Wagga
business chamber and so it was yeah to show the sup – support –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

- for a concept.

GRAINGER:

So you met Lydia and – at the airport in Sydney is that right?

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And do you remember what airline you flew to China?

MCLAREN:

That was Air China the first trip.

GRAINGER:

Okay –

MCLAREN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- and who arranged for the airfares and tickets and –

MCLAREN:

So I paid the airfares for that.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

MCLAREN:

And I was reimbursed by the business chamber for that trip, for the
flights. I paid my own accommodation.

GRAINGER:

So did you book them yourself or did someone else book you?

MCLAREN:

I think his staff booked them.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

His parliamentary staff?

MCLAREN:

Yeah his Sydney staff.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

Nicole.

GRAINGER:

Nicole do you know –

MCLAREN:

Hatton.

GRAINGER:

- Hatton is it?

MCLAREN:

(Spells) H-A-T-T-E-N.

GRAINGER:

You mentioned another name before too what was that, it was Bec?

MCLAREN:

Bec yeah.

GRAINGER:

Don’t know her surname?

MCLAREN:

No. I’ve looked back I can’t find it.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So –
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FOX:

Sorry, sorry just on first trip who was Maguire’s main connect at the
council at that point?

MCLAREN:

That’s good question I don’t know because he didn’t have that many
connections in council so one of the other points I make is he kept –
he kept an arm’s length from Wagga City Council for the entire four
years I was there and it wasn’t until Alan Eldridge became general
manager that all of a sudden this big you know – he was out there
saying how good council was, and working closely with them and
defending Alan Eldridge when he was in trouble and it was just
really strange and once again I can only speculate ‘cause by that
point my relationship with Daryl was completely over. So I – I
reckon his connection with council (INAUDIBLE) speculating
would have been probably Peter Adams –

FOX:

The economic –

MCLAREN:

The economic development –

FOX:

- development manager.

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

FOX:

Peter Adams.

MCLAREN:

Peter Adams.

FOX:

Is he still here?

MCLAREN:

No he’s no longer on – he’s no longer works for council.

GRAINGER:

Is he still in the area?

MCLAREN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Do you know, still here?

MCLAREN:

Yeah pretty confident he is yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So that was the first trip where did you say you went in the
first trip to Shenzhen?

MCLAREN:

Shenyang.

GRAINGER:

Shenyang.

MCLAREN:

Yeah Shenyang and then we flew back to Beijing and we had – had
– and we met up with Ms Wagga girls ‘cause they were having their
trip for winning the prize of being Ms Wagga. And so we met up
with them and –

GRAINGER:

And who were they?

MCLAREN:

Oh Carly Shepherd it might be and another girl who ended up
working for Daryl interestingly, I’d have to double check what her
name is, but I would – I would be able to find out.

GRAINGER:

She still works for Daryl or?

MCLAREN:

She could.

GRAINGER:

Okay.
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MCLAREN:

For the next week anyway.

GRAINGER:

Carly Shepherd was the –

MCLAREN:

She was one year – I’m not sure whether she’s still in Wagga she
was an interesting character and yeah, I’d have to look into – my
wife would remember the name of the other one.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So – on the first trip you met with the people about the Trade
Centre, was there any – did you attend or you – did you know of any
other meetings were attended by Daryl?

MCLAREN:

Can’t be a hundred percent sure on that trip, so sometimes I think he
did go off and we would stay behind at the hotel or whatever and he
would go and do other meetings. So the – but on the second trip
absolutely he went off and had meetings and – and we were – like
even that Shanghai trip on – on the Shanghai stop over on the second
trip he was having meetings all day.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

And we just sat at the foyer and we were able to access facebook at
that motel. So it was great.

GRAINGER:

The – the – moving onto the second trip, I might come back to the
first afterwards so who went on the second trip?

MCLAREN:

So the second trip had – I’m – so reasonable level of confidence to
say that both of the staff members were there, Nicole and Bec. We
had Hanna Maguire, the journalist and then myself and Daryl. Phil
Elliott wasn’t on that trip. Now Lydia I’m – she wasn’t on – she –
she met us at the airport, but she didn’t go to china on the second
trip.

GRAINGER:

She met you at the airport?

MCLAREN:

Yeah in Sydney she spoke with Phil and I before we left.

GRAINGER:

And what was that conversation about?

MCLAREN:

I – I can’t remember but it was pretty stupid I think like most of the
conversations we had were she was off her chops. That – so yeah.
You kind of think that’s a Chinese thing they’re all off their chops,
but she was deliberately –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

- opaque.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

MCLAREN:

I believe.

GRAINGER:

So you’ve had Hatton, Bec –

MCLAREN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Did Maguire go with you?

MCLAREN:

Yeah he was there on that second trip, so he was at most of the
places we went to.
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GRAINGER:

Okay. Did Phil go with you?

MCLAREN:

No.

GRAINGER:

Alright. The journo from channel – from Prime is it?

MCLAREN:

Prime’s journal –

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCLAREN:

Yeah Prime.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So what did you do in that trip you went to where?

MCLAREN:

Yeah so we landed in Hangzhou, but I think that was because that is
close to the Yiwu markets. So we went to Yiwu markets which is
about an hour drive away and that is just – and we stayed at Yiwu
overnight and that’s just acres and acres of shops and whole
(UNINTELLIGABLE) sorry they’re all wholesale. And when we
were over there Daryl went to his – he – he imported – Daryl
Maguire trading I think which is disclosed on the Parliamentary
register he imported welding machines so he went to the shop where
he w – he buys it in from and said g’day to the people. And we
walked around just to understand the concept, it was really there
Prime7 was going to do – you know did recordings and interviews
there of people and other traders had come from around the world
just yeah and then – and then that was the extent of it. So I – see the
issue is I think it was the third trip where all this other sort of stuff
started coming up with the other wine and so –

GRAINGER:

So I’ll just – I’ll just finish the – the second one –

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Was the Trade Centre still on the table then was still –

MCLAREN:

Yeah definitely.

GRAINGER:

- being discussed?

MCLAREN:

Yeah so we went to – after that we didn’t go to Shenyang on that
trip, so we went up to Shanghai and then from Shanghai we flew to
Shenyang I’m pret – I’m pretty confident of that. And then, and
Shenyang we must of flown back to Shanghai and flew out of
Shanghai.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

Unless it was Beijing, but I can’t remember.

GRAINGER:

So the –

MCLAREN:

And the second (UNINTELLIGABLE) the trip to Shenyang the
second time look it’s vague for me, it was such a whirlwind of a trip,
but I’m assuming we met up probably went to the markets, but I
don’t think I was involved in any of the meetings that time. There
might have been lunch, but yeah.

GRAINGER:

So you said that Maguire’s staff went with you, on what capacity did
they go to China?
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MCLAREN:

So my understanding is they went and paid their own way, and it
was kind of like an experience for them so that’s my understanding
so I can’t say any more than that in terms of what they were doing.
In my – Daryl always said to me that all his trips to China were paid
for by himself and that’s how he would keep himself above board.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Did Prime7 end up airing –

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- some sort of piece of about it?

MCLAREN:

Yeah they did. So the interesting thing was – there’s a bit of
speculation here and I’ve actually contacted Hannah and just said
can you recall anything she didn’t really respond, she has – yeah
anyway, my understanding was Humphrey was meant to pay for her
cost of her trip. Now subsequently I’m not a hundred percent sure if
that occurred, and I think maybe Daryl paid for the trip, but I don’t
know. But the subsequent news stories were not that favourable to
the concept so that was interesting. So there was yeah, there were a
coup – three or four news stories and -

GRAINGER:

So this – this whole Trade Centre concept who was pushing this was
it (INAUDIBLE) –

MCLAREN:

Daryl.

GRAINGER:

(UNINTELLIGABLE) Daryl.

MCLAREN:

Daryl.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCLAREN:

I know Council was always sceptical, but would never turn down
any opportunity would give it due diligence, but there were
councillors that were very anti it for one reason or another. Some
just because they just didn’t think it’d be a good cultural fit for
Wagga. Some because they didn’t like Daryl and others because it
was just pie in the sky. So I – I couldn’t remember exactly at what
point I was all – I’m always sceptical about most things, but it was
pleasing to see my email to Daryl saying these people are dodgy
you’ve got to move yourself out of this, but I remained open to the
concept only because you can’t go into council and just start voting
stuff down just because you don’t like someone or you think
someone’s dodgy ‘cause I could be wrong. So and eventually it got
to a point where they put a report before us saying no that – that’ll do
and we all voted, it was unanimous that we pulled the concept, we
pulled out of negotiations.

GRAINGER:

And that was sometime after October?

MCLAREN:

Yeah that – that would’ve been a fair way after October I would say
at best twelve months afterwards, it dragged on for a fair while.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So you said before I think that the third trip was October?

MCLAREN:

Yep.
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GRAINGER:

And was it before or after that trip or during that this G8Way thing
came up?

MCLAREN:

It was before, so it would have been the week before I left.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCLAREN:

That – yep –

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCLAREN:

- (INAUDIBLE) these details so there must have been discussions,
they must have told me that they were doing it ‘cause he wouldn’t
have just inboxed me and said here’s G8Way so there must have
been a discussion, I must have been aware that they were creating
something. I don’t know, Daryl’s very high sort of high-level when
he talks about concepts, I think it might be the way – yeah better not
speculate, so -

GRAINGER:

So did you speak to Phil Elliott about it is that right?

MCLAREN:

I’m not a hundred percent sure that I did, I would have thought it
would have been Daryl –

FOX:

Yeah.

MCLAREN:

- I didn’t speak to Phil that regular.

FOX:

You said that you asked – you said you asked Daryl Maguire about
G8Way.

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

FOX:

Although you seem to indicate that you found out about it through
Elliott.

MCLAREN:

Well the email.

FOX:

Yeah.

MCLAREN:

Yeah so that’s when the – the – the email addresses are being created
and the website are being created yeah.

FOX:

So why did you go to Maguire? What would – what made you make
the connection–

MCLAREN:

Oh no – no there’s no doubt about it – there’s no doubt about any
connection, yeah.

FOX:

So what –

MCLAREN:

The G8Way was always Daryl’s –

FOX:

- what’s the basis of that asser’?

MCLAREN:

Daryl would have discussed it.

FOX:

Would have or did have?

MCLAREN:

Did – I would – yeah he wouldn’t have just sent me an email saying
here’s G8Way.

FOX:

So Daryl sent you the email did he, or did Elliott?
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MCLAREN:

No – no it – it was from Phil.

FOX:

Right so Elliott sent you the email, but you say you h – recall
conversations with Daryl about a G8Way.

MCLAREN:

I wouldn’t go as far as I can recall the conversations, but there
definitely were conversations, I can’t tell you what was said in them.
But there’s no doubt in my mind that I knew that Daryl was G8Way.

FOX:

Okay. Is that because of the close link between Elliott and –

MCLAREN:

Oh yeah, but it was to do with China –

FOX:

Yeah.

MCLAREN:

- it was him going to China.

FOX:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So what did you feel G8Way was for?

MCLAREN:

Well it’s – website said it was a business club.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

MCLAREN:

So I was happy to accept that it was part of a business club, but I
think as time went on it became quite clear to me that it was more
than a business club.

GRAINGER:

Ehm, okay.

MCLAREN:

Like it – it (UNINTELLIGABLE) so - not property development
deals like mega money mega rich that wasn’t – wasn’t what I
thought it was, but he talked about wine. Wine was the big one to
you know, in my third trip I took three bottles of wine, he took
Borambola wines was a big one.

FOX:

Sorry which one?

MCLAREN:

Borambola wines.

FOX:

Borambola, that – that’s –

MCLAREN:

Yeah so Tim – Tim McMullen –

FOX:

That’s near – near here isn’t it?

MCLAREN:

Yeah. And yeah it was almost anything though, but it was milk –
milk - but he didn’t talk about Chinese people buying milk
processing plants and I think it’s probably now a good point – good
opportunity ‘cause – where is it, oh yeah Daryl – Daryl called me in
2016 me working at the NAB and he said he wanted the contact
details of the NAB Agribusiness regional executive Nicole Killen
‘cause he wanted to talk to her about UWE which is Jimmy Liu.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

MCLAREN:

‘Cause they have a business in Leeton, some sort of hay business,
yeah this is confidential isn’t it?

GRAINGER:

Ehm.
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MCLAREN:

Yeah, so apparently NAB were bouncing cheques and what not so
Daryl called Nicole to tell her to cut them some slack and let the
cheques go through.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

So that’s my knowledge from being inside the NAB.

GRAINGER:

Was that Daryl as in Daryl someone who banks with NAB or Daryl
as a state member of Parliament?

MCLAREN:

Daryl as some mysterious bloke that suddenly rings Nicole out of the
blue and starts telling her what to do effectively. So I’d say Daryl as
state member, but knowing what we think we know I’d say Daryl
being very friendly with Jimmy Liu thinking he’s – he’s someone
and he can tell bankers what they should do.

GRAINGER:

Okay migh’, I migh’

MCLAREN:

That’s speculation, but –

GRAINGER:

I might come back to that.

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

FOX:

Lee – Leeton’s not in the Wagga electorate is it?

MCLAREN:

No.

GRAINGER:

Alright so the – the third trip you said – you said you went by
yourself is that?

MCLAREN:

So I went over by myself. So I flew over Hong Kong, then
Hangzhou and this is where I go a little bit haz’ – I can’t remember if
Daryl was there, so I initially thought he wasn’t then I kind of
thought he might have been there on the first night and then I went
back, no that could have been the second trip, but after I got to
Hangzhou then we went to Yiwu markets ‘cause I was sort of
thinking well what could I find to you know (UNINTELLIGABLE)
this is stupid, that sound stupid for a sane business person, but you
know what can I find at the wholesale markets maybe import it to
Australia and sell it you know it was kind of out of there, but
anyway. So I went to Yiwu and – yeah and then after that we went –
I went to Taizhou with a contact that I’d met there on the second trip
and then went down to Guangzhou on my own again. So I just can’t
recall whether Daryl was there on the third trip, but – but I will say
this, Daryl went over every month from what I understand. He was a
regular visitor to China.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

FOX:

At that time?

MCLAREN:

I – people tell me all the time, for the last ten years, but I don’t
know. Immediate people like Jack Morphet from the Daily
Advertiser now the Daily Telegraph he said to me he used to call
Daryl all the time and it’d have that sound at the beginning of the
phone call –
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GRAINGER:

Yeah.

MCLAREN:

- to say he’s overseas.

GRAINGER:

Is that the local paper is it?

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCLAREN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Well so you said you took wine over what did you – so what did you
take and what was the purpose of you taking wine?

MCLAREN:

Yeah so the wine was taken over and then there would be a meeting
with a wine trader, so Nicole so specifically on one of those
meetings, it was at Hangzhou, so I’m assuming it was the second trip
or the third trip, I’ve actually written it down as the third trip.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

MCLAREN:

Yeah it was the third trip and she sat down and said you know taste
the wine and would you like to buy crate loads etcetera etcetera.

GRAINGER:

And she was still a Parliamentary staffer at that point in time?

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

FOX:

Just – just go back then, just in relation to the wine, whose idea was
it to take the wine over?

MCLAREN:

Daryl’s.

FOX:

Okay so he – he said that to you did he let’s take some samples?

MCLAREN:

Yep. Yep.

FOX:

And which winery did he ask you to take some sample
(INAUDIBLE) –

MCLAREN:

That was Borambola, but there also another one from Griffith and I
can’t recall which one it is, but Daryl said he had a friend that used
to look after them in Griffith and he had winery.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

And it was a cheaper version. So he had the cheaper one and then
the Borambola which is more expensive.

FOX:

So Daryl – that was Daryl’s idea?

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

FOX:

He said to you let’s take some samples over?

MCLAREN:

Yep.

FOX:

And who else took samples over?

MCLAREN:

I think Nicole did as well –

FOX:

Right.
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MCLAREN:

- and I think probably Daryl did as well.

FOX:

So did you have conversations with Nicole about this before you met
– before you met the wine trader in China?

MCLAREN:

Oh well I would have had conversations about it, but not specifically
about the details ‘cause I’m no – I’m no wine trader.

FOX:

Right, and who – what did you understand was your role in relation
to the wine? Were you spruiking –

MCLAREN:

Yeah I was just –

FOX:

- this on behalf of Borambola or were you – was this a G8way deal
or what was?

MCLAREN:

Oh yeah that’s – I – see that’s – I’m really uncertain about that. So I
honestly wasn’t spruiking anything I was just carrying the wine, but
in terms of how it was going to work – so the – the issue is for me
‘cause I’m a cynic and a sceptic I didn’t think anything was gonna
happen anyway ‘casue the Chinese love wine and they love screwing
people down. So you can take as much wine over there as you want
the chances of actually getting a deal and exporting it are low so I
used to just – I was happy to take it over there for them, I was happy
to watch Nicole do the meeting, but who am I to sell wine I j – yeah.

FOX:

So that meeting then Nicole was running that meeting?

MCLAREN:

Yeah it was in the foyer of a hotel.

FOX:

And she – so she seemed to have knowledge of obviously the
product?

MCLAREN:

Mm, yeah I wouldn’t go that far.

FOX:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

FOX:

Did she – did she – was Daryl at the meeting?

MCLAREN:

No.

FOX:

Was Elliott at the meeting?

MCLAREN:

No.

FOX:

So it was you, Nicole and the wine trader?

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

FOX:

So Nicole Hatton this is?

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

FOX:

She was running the meeting did she have a, as far as you’re aware,
a pre-existing relationship with the wine trader?

MCLAREN:

No. No this – this was someone’s contact or Daryl’s con
(UNINTELLIGABLE) that’s the thing you just don’t know who’s
contact and who knows who they – yep no – no pre-existing
knowledge of that person.
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FOX:

And what was the purpose of the meeting to try and get wine – a deal
to export wine from Australia to China?

MCLAREN:

Yeah that is my understanding.

FOX:

What was the outcome of the meeting?

MCLAREN:

I assume nothing, ‘cause that’s the outcome of most meetings with
Chinese people, but I heard no more of it.

GRAINGER:

G8Way was f – were you – from what you told us you were the
advisor of G8Way prior to this trip, were – did you travel there as a
representative of G8Way?

MCLAREN:

I don’t believe I did no.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So would others believe you did?

MCLAREN:

Mm, they’d be pushing their luck.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So what – what capacity was Hatton going as?

MCLAREN:

I have no idea. So Phil Elliott made up business cards for G8Way I
know that much. Now did I ever see a business card with Nicole’s
name on it, it’s possible.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

MCLAREN:

Yeah, he did email addresses. So he sent me an email saying this is
how you log – this is your email address and this is how you log into
it, this is the server this is blah blah blah. No I did not – I did not log
into it and I did not use that email address.

GRAINGER:

So at least from Elliottt’s perspective then, I assume that an email
address was created for you from what you’ve said then is that right?

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So from Elliott’s perspective then his view on that would be that you
had some relationship with G8Way?

MCLAREN:

Yeah I’ve been dragged in.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

Yep.

FOX:

What was the relationship between Hatton, Elliott and Hatton and
Maguire? I mean obviously there was that formal relationship that
she worked for –

MCLAREN:

Yeah – yeah the employment yeah.

FOX:

- and – and you said in the Sydney office not the Wagga office.
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MCLAREN:

Yeah correct.

FOX:

Did you ever talk to her, did she ever say that they were friends in
some way or wh – why she had suddenly become involved in these
deals it seemed to get a little bit –

MCLAREN:

Yeah no –

FOX:

- outside the remit of –

MCLAREN:

Yeah –

FOX:

- his, your Parliamentary officers?

MCLAREN:

Yeah, no so what – from what I could gather everyone was friendly
like as in personally friendly and there was a good relationship
between Daryl and his staff. It was almost like he treated them like
they’re his children – adult children so, but I don’t – I never had a
conversation with her to say, do you think this is Kosher, do you
think – are you uncomfortable about this. I mean at that point I
didn’t think there was much to be worried about to be honest with
you because I was just a private business person and I was exploring
opportunities, yeah, it wasn’t until after the third trip where I went I
just don’t think this is for me. It was more of a personal decision,
but you always have your doubts.

GRAINGER:

Ehm. So it’s unusual for a backbencher to have staff in Sydney –

MCLAREN:

Oh he was Whip –

GRAINGER:

Okay, so he was the Whip at that point in time –

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- was he?

MCLAREN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Okay - I’m – I’m assuming then that Bec and Hatton worked in the
Whip’s office is that?

MCLAREN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Alright, okay.

FOX:

Just with Bec, so you’ve mentioned that you saw Hatton at the wine
meeting, did you see anything similar with Bec?

MCLAREN:

No not really. No.

FOX:

Did you have much to do with her?

MCLAREN:

No a lot no.

FOX:

Did you have conversations with her?

MCLAREN:

No, no –

FOX:

So she was –

MCLAREN:

- she seemed like there for the ride. A holiday almost.

FOX:

- that was on the second – definitely on the second trip?
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MCLAREN:

Yeah.

FOX:

Was she there on the third trip?

MCLAREN:

No.

GRAINGER:

So when you went in October 2012 you were a member of the
Council then?

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay when – when did you become a member of the Council?

MCLAREN:

The end of September.

GRAINGER:

Okay so only just (INAUDIBLE).

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So what was the basis of you going? Why did you go on the
third trip yourself? (UNINTELLIGABLE) you went –

MCLAREN:

I did yeah, I wanted to explore the opportunities myself and work it
out for myself ‘cause the issue was personally because I’d sold my
business and become part of a big group I was just trying to look at
challenges. And so I went on the Council and I also looked at China
and was just trying to keep myself occupied.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

Yeah that was effectively what it is. The thing – so I – the person I
met – just personally the person I met in China who I thought that I
could – who could help me do business things I knew at that point
that was my arrangements and I was not gonna let any other
subversive sort of business be any part of that.

GRAINGER:

Okay so your trip on the third time was for you said – as you said to
for explore yourself –

MCLAREN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- was that to explore business opportunities as an individual?

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay, or were you looking at the Trade Centre thing as well.

MCLAREN:

No the Trade Centre thing no, not on that trip.

GRAINGER:

Alright.

MCLAREN:

But Lydia – so there’s a comment I made to Daryl and in that email
where it said extract yourself and there was a business person in
Wagga called Shaun Duff –

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

MCLAREN:

- and he’s got an electrical b – rather large electrical business. And
he was looking to import LED lights and in my email I said watching
Lydia drag Shaun half way across China in pursuit of these LED
lights was quite frankly disgraceful.
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GRAINGER:

Do you still have this email?

MCLAREN:

Yeah, yep. And – and so that’s – so Lydia must have been on that
trip at some point, she must have been at Yiwu I can’t remember. So
Shaun Duff was on that trip at some point, or was that on the second
trip that’s where I get a little bit unclear so Shaun Duff sometimes –
yeah no I cannot recall which trip it was, but I made that point in that
email that he’d been dragged across the country.

FOX:

Why – why was it disgraceful did you feel that she was wasting his
time?

MCLAREN:

Yeah – yeah it was really weird, now I can’t specifically remember
what it was that made me think that’s a stupid, it must have been
introducing him to people and the – the goods were just clearly
faulty or whatever it might have been or not were not up to
Australian standards there was something and I just yeah, so I made
that conclusion, but that’s what I wrote and I can’t quite specially
remember why.

GRAINGER:

You mentioned someone who was a restaurateur here
(INAUDIBLE) –

MCLAREN:

Yes Gordon, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay so what’s the story with him?

MCLAREN:

(Laughs) you tell me, no I – so Gordon had two or three restaurants
in Wagga. And they closed so – and he moved to Guangzhou. So
people used to go over to Guangzhou and he had factories over there.

GRAINGER:

So I’m assuming Gordon’s a Chinese national is he?

MCLAREN:

Yeah I guess so, yeah. I’m – um he could have been born in Wagga
with a dual nat – I don’t know, anyway nice guy, but you know
probably something – someone you – you wouldn’t necessarily – I
know it’s terrible thing to say so I’m gonna withdraw that comment
it’s speculation, but – yeah so Gordon Tse is in Guangzhou. Wagga
business people go over there and they try and import stuff. So I
spoke to someone on Monday night that I knew had gone to see
Gordon he’d imported picket fences, oh there’s something else in a
ten pin bowling alley which he put in his house, but he – Gordon
used to arrange those trips.

GRAINGER:

So is there a relationship between Gordon and Elliott or Gordon and
Daryl or?

MCLAREN:

Definitely yep, so there definitely a relationship between them so
they met up. So Daryl would go to Guangzhou from my
understanding and meet with Gordon, but I don’t know if there was a
financial agreement I don’t know. See everything else I say from
there is speculation ‘cause I only met Gordon right at the end of the
third trip and at that point that was it for me.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So when you met Gordon what - on what basis did you meet
him as a potential business partner or what was it?
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MCLAREN:

Yeah so effectively I was over in China looking for opportunities
and Gordon being the go-to person in Wagga for opportunities I
made sure I went down to Guangzhou to meet with him.

GRAINGER:

Does he still come back to Australia you know Gordon or?

MCLAREN:

I think so. I know he does own – he – when he s’ – the restaurant
here in Fitzmaurice Street closed he owed a fair bit of money to the
landlord so – and I know the landlord was pursuing him so I don’t
know how often he comes back –

GRAINGER:

Comes back –

MCLAREN:

- to Wagga for that reason I don’t know if he –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Alright. So three trips, the last trip this G8Way was in existence at
that point –

MCLAREN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- in time there was some – something to do with wine you said with
– what was it McMullen was the name you –

MCLAREN:

Ah Tim McMullen.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

MCLAREN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

There were other business people went as well, but Tim didn’t go
sorry.

GRAINGER:

Sor’ –

MCLAREN:

Other business people went.

GRAINGER:

So who went on that – who were the other business people on that
trip?

MCLAREN:

Oh well so, I think the second trip also included Gerry McCormick
of Cottontail wines, but I have high degree of confidence that Gerry
McCormick was over there for his own purposes.

GRAINGER:

Is that a local business?

MCLAREN:

Yeah so I w – was a winery – or is a winery near Wagga. And he
imported beer for his restaurant out there and he was also – he has
exported wine to China, but is there a relationship between him and
Daryl yeah I can only speculate on that I’d – I would have thought
no.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Anyone else go on the second trip?

MCLAREN:

Shaun Duff was definitely there now – yeah so Shaun Duff I think
that his trip was completely independent and I think Lydia had him
over there and then at some point, believe it or not, our paths crossed
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at one of the cities, so I’m thinking it would have been Hangzhou to
be honest. Wouldn’t have been Shenyang that would have been the
second trip.
GRAINGER:

So Duff is an electrician who else went on the trip do you
remember?

MCLAREN:

Yeah that probably just – that’d be it.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So when you were there and these meetings were taking place
any of the three trips, were there – you said there was a signing
ceremony in Sydney with O’Farrell, which sounds – if O’Farrell’s is
involved, it’d be some Government based agreement.

MCLAREN:

Well the Wuai thing would be a state significant investment yep.

GRAINGER:

So when you were in China was – were there any document –
documents signed or agreements or anything?

MCLAREN:

Not with Wuai no. He had meetings with other sort of groups now
generally if I was in a meeting – because it’s all in Chinese I’m just
there for show. You know this person’s the President of the
Business Chamber or whatever –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

MCLAREN:

- I had no idea. And some of the meetings I walked out and went
that was a complete waste of time, it was just bizarre to be honest.

GRAINGER:

So – so were you ever - ever in meetings with Daryl with Chinese
individuals.

MCLAREN:

Yeah so what they – in China to understand how they operate they
have, so the issue is Daryl represented himself as a Parliamentary –
member of Parliament. He also represented himself as the Chairman
of the Asia Pacific Group for New South Wales Parliament.

FOX:

Which is the Asia Pacific Friendship Group.

MCLAREN:

Yeah that’s it, yeah so he would go to those meetings for example
and this is – this is where you think well what’s the point of that. He
went to the university, pretty sure it was near Hangzhou and went
and met with them to talk about education.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

MCLAREN:

You know agreements between universities or something it just –
and so on one side of the table it’ll be all their people and the other
side p – table it’ll be our people. And then that was it, that was the
meeting and you walk away going well really what was the point of
that. It was – yeah it was – I thought it was pretty farcical.

GRAINGER:

So you – at that meeting the – the university you attended the
meeting yourself?

MCLAREN:

Yeah I was actually in that meeting, yep.

GRAINGER:

Who else was there?
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MCLAREN:

So I would have to have a look, but I’m pretty sure I have got a
photo of it, and I’m pretty sure Hannah Maguire took the photo
because I think it’s on her Facebook page and I’m tagged in it, but I
could have a look at that and I could probably tell you – but those
meetings Daryl’s there, staffer was there as in Nicole was definitely
there, Bec could have been yeah if Bec was on that second trip yeah
she would have been there. Yeah, but there was no other
representatives of Government.

FOX:

So did you get the feeling then that there was State Government
business being conducted?

MCLAREN:

No.

FOX:

Right –

MCLAREN:

As in Daryl Maguire business being conducted in terms of – I don’t
– none of, sorry the point would be it was definitely not state
sanctioned business. This was -

FOX:

What makes you say that –

MCLAREN:

Because it was so ridiculous really. Why would the state
Government be telling people to go out and speak to universities in
the middle of nowhere and this and that and the other. It just didn’t
make any sense.

GRAINGER:

So what – what did you think the purpose of the meetings were?

MCLAREN:

I think Daryl’s was bored. I think he was t – establishing something
or he had a business relationship in China there was – he was trying
to cultivate himself after retirement I do not know.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

But I can speculate.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So you’ve given us the example of the university meeting where he’s
indicated he was a member of the Parliament –

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- and the Chairman of the APFG. Is there other times where – where
you experienced he did that?

MCLAREN:

I would have thought he did it with every meeting.

GRAINGER:

Mm.

MCLAREN:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

Okay so from a personal perspective were you in any other meetings
where he did that?

MCLAREN:

So there were different meetings at different time – this is usually
around lunch and dinner and that and I would, without the best
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recollection, would assume that at all those meetings he would’ve
offered himself as that position.
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GRAINGER:

Did he hand out business cards?

MCLAREN:

Yes –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

Yeah I think he had them in Chinese as well. Yep.

FOX:

MP business cards or G8Way business cards?

MCLAREN:

No it would be MP because to have those meetings you’ve got to
represent yourself as someone powerful –

FOX:

Yeah.

MCLAREN:

- and therefore it yeah, MP. Yep.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So can I summarise my understanding so I got it clear so far.
Three trips, Maguire on the first two, you form the view that there
was no state government business being conducted and that was a –

MCLAREN:

No official.

GRAINGER:

- official state government business and that the purpose of the
meeting was to further some potential business interests on behalf of
Daryl is that – have I summarised it –

MCLAREN:

I – I would – I would add that he really was in – I think in his mind
he was thinking he was trying to get investment in our electorate.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

MCLAREN:

But one could then speculate and say well a lot of the stuff wasn’t
specifically Wagga based so it wasn’t necessarily Wagga electorate
it was –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

- state-wide or country-wide.

GRAINGER:

In – in your initial contact you indicated commissions so what did
you mean by commissions?

MCLAREN:

So this once again speculation, so this is me reflecting going how did
all this work, so my belief is that G8Way collected commissions.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

MCLAREN:

Now initially it was meant to be a business club, but afterwards I
think it became pretty clear that it – if he did do a deal whether it
was exporting or whether importing there was a cut.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So was – tell us about how this worked?

MCLAREN:

Well I think we know how it worked because we heard about it on
that phone call, I think effectively - so when Daryl stands there in
front of the ICAC Commission and said I did not benefit personally
my belief, and this is speculation, but my belief is that because that
money would have went to G8Way.
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GRAINGER:

Okay, and G8Way being controlled by Elliott?

MCLAREN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So did you form a view Elliott was the frontman for G8Way or –

MCLAREN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So he – is it fair to say your view was that Maguire was
actually the controlling entity –

MCLAREN:

Beneficiary.

GRAINGER:

Beneficiary or controlling entity of G8Way or?

MCLAREN:

I don’t think G8Way would have existed without Daryl there’s no
doubt about that.

GRAINGER:

Mm, okay. So you’re speculating about commission were you ever
present when there were discussions about commission?

MCLAREN:

No.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

I don’t think so. I don’t think so. I think the only time I would have
been present at a discussion about commissions would have been
Daryl talking about commissions.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

But this would have been – so I – hang on I haven’t finished
everything here. So on the 30th of June 2014 G8Way transfer
$1,005.79 into my bank account. They told me –

GRAINGER:

So – sorry slow down, 30th of June –

MCLAREN:

2014, so this is –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

MCLAREN:

- fully a year – a long time after I last went to China they transferred
a $1,005.79 into my bank account.

GRAINGER:

$1,005 –

MCLAREN:

Yeah and 79cents.

GRAINGER:

Seventy nine cents, yeah. What – who’s your bank account with?

MCLAREN:

My bank account with NAB.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCLAREN:

Yep – yep, personal bank account.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCLAREN:

They told me this was a reimbursement of expenses for my trips to
China.

GRAINGER:

Ehm. And who told you that?

MCLAREN:

Daryl.
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FOX:

And how – where did that conversation take place?

MCLAREN:

In his electoral office in Wagga.

FOX:

5

GRAINGER:

Yeah, I’m a bit confused now.

FOX:

- and just go right – right from the start –

GRAINGER:

Okay

MCLAREN:

Yeah right (INAUDIBLE) –

FOX:

- how (INAUDIBLE) conversation or bank transaction and just
whatever came first either a conversation or a bank transaction and
you just start at the beginning in chronological –

MCLAREN:

Yeah so conversation came first, in his electoral office so it must
have been before that date.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

MCLAREN:

And he said you know we’ve had a good year and I want to
reimburse some of your expenses to China and so I’m gonna transfer
some money into your bank account, what’s your bank account
details yeah he had to get my details obviously.

FOX:

Okay how did you come to be in his electorate office?

MCLAREN:

I would have thought I was there meeting him just on – I sometimes
used to drop in and say g’day to him but on that occasion I can’t
recall, but would assume would have went there to have a chat with
him just on general Liberal Party stuff.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

MCLAREN:

Yeah so I used to work pretty closely with him on Liberal Party
stuff.

FOX:

Okay so now in time we’ve moved – we’ve gone from October 2012
you’ve been on the third trip you decided China’s not for me.

MCLAREN:

Yep.

FOX:

You are now a councillor, a Liberal Party coun –

MCLAREN:

No.

FOX:

- Lib – on a – on a independent ticket.

MCLAREN:

Yep.

FOX:

But having said that you’re a member of the Liberal party?

MCLAREN:

Yep.

FOX:

But you’re an independent councillor?

MCLAREN:

Yep.

FOX:

Okay, but – so you – you are at stage in a sort of reasonably close
relationship with Daryl?
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MCLAREN:

Yes.

FOX:

And so in the intermittent period or the interim period between
October 12 and June 2014 you have maintained relationship with
him, you pop round –

MCLAREN:

Yep.

FOX:

- to say G’day –

MCLAREN:

Yep.

FOX:

You talk about Liberal Party –

MCLAREN:

Yes.

FOX:

- politics.

MCLAREN:

Yep.

FOX:

Wagga business and –

MCLAREN:

Wagga business and the intention was that at some stage I would go
for pre-selection for the state seat.

FOX:

Right and with Daryl –

MCLAREN:

For – for the Liberal Party.

FOX:

- Daryl – was Daryl supportive of that?

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

FOX:

That was from Daryl was pushing or?

MCLAREN:

That was the idea yeah.

FOX:

Look you know your sort of – could be next in line.

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

FOX:

Heir to the throne sort of thing.

MCLAREN:

That kind of thing.

FOX:

Okay and then at some point in and around June 2014 you were
involved in one of these discussions in the electorate office in Wagga
Wagga?

MCLAREN:

Yep.

FOX:

And just start again, and Daryl says to you – just say what you told
us before.

MCLAREN:

Yeah so we’ve had a good year, that’s my best recollection of what
he said, but you know we’re gonna transfer some money into your
account to reimburse for your expenses in China.

FOX:

And what did you say?

MCLAREN:

I said I wasted a lot of money over there so here’s my bank account
details.

FOX:

Okay and when he said we, who did you understand that to be?
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MCLAREN:

Mm, well G8way.

FOX:

Why did you make that connection?

MCLAREN:

Well I don’t think it was never not clear that G8way made money
like that was their business.

FOX:

So I just want to – I – I I’m just a bit confused because it’s all been
quite, use your one of your words, opaque up until now, but now
you’re saying it’s – it was clear in your mind that G8way was
involved in business activities that would generate commission for
G8way.

MCLAREN:

Oh yeah I didn’t say it would generate commissions it generated
income –

FOX:

Income.

MCLAREN:

- from the membership.

FOX:

Right okay.

MCLAREN:

- but I’m only speculating when I say it – in retrospect looking back
it would appear that they were definitely striking deals and getting a
cut.

FOX:

Okay. So how did that quantum come about? One thousand and
seventy nine cents -

MCLAREN:

Oh I have no idea, yeah got no idea. Yep. I didn’t ask.

FOX:

So you just said yep no worries –

MCLAREN:

Yep bloody oath I did.

FOX:

Here’s my account details –

MCLAREN:

Yep.

FOX:

Okay. What was

GRAINGER:

So –

FOX:

- what was said after that?

MCLAREN:

Yeah not a lot that I can recall.

FOX:

What questions did you ask of him?

MCLAREN:

Oh I didn’t ask him anything.

FOX:

When – what did you understand to have been a – a good year to
have meant?

MCLAREN:

Yeah I don’t know wine deals I have no idea.

FOX:

Like I said I’d spent money in China, they were gonna reimburse
some of my expenses.

GRAINGER:

Did you give them invoices or anything or?

MCLAREN:

No, no invoice, no receipts no nothing, but on my bank account
details it clearly says G8way.
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GRAINGER:

This seems a bizarre figure $1,005.75.

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

It’s – as if it’s a percentage of something.

MCLAREN:

Don’t know.

GRAINGER:

Okay, so –

FOX:

Can it – was it linked to the Borambola wine deal?

MCLAREN:

I have no idea, I’m sorry Tim I really don’t know.

GRAINGER:

Other than –

MCLAREN:

I think the only way you can find out is getting access to the bank
account details –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

- that’s why I told you because I think that would be a strong link.

GRAINGER:

So the conversations in his electorate office be’ – as - as Tim said in
between 2012 and 2014 what involvement did you have with
G8way?

MCLAREN:

None. I didn’t go to China, I didn’t seek to –

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

MCLAREN:

- get people to sell stuff overseas.

FOX:

Had you had any conversations with him in that interim period about
G8way?

MCLAREN:

Oh there probably would have been. I can't recall them but there
would have been.

FOX:

‘Cause – from what you’ve told us so far the only substantive
transaction that may have occurred was the – was a wine deal that’s
the one – the only one that I can – that looks like you may have had
some involvement in –

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

FOX:

- together with Nicole Hatton.

MCLAREN:

Yeah I –

FOX:

Which is why I asked you was it connected to Borambola –

MCLAREN:

Yeah I highly, highly doubt it would have been that wine deal -

FOX:

Have you ever spoken to –

MCLAREN:

- or that discussion.

FOX:

- Tim McMullan?

MCLAREN:

No.

FOX:

You never met him?

MCLAREN:

Mm I don’t think I actually have met him.
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GRAINGER:

Alright. Is that the only time you’ve had knowledge about, other
than the payment to you –

MCLAREN:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

- do you know if other people were paid at the same time?

MCLAREN:

No, gosh no.

FOX:

Was anyone else present during that conversation?

MCLAREN:

I don’t think so, I’m pretty sure it was just Daryl.

GRAINGER:

Okay are you certain the words were ‘we’ve had’, we’ve being a
collective ‘had a good year’ –

MCLAREN:

Oh.

GRAINGER:

- or?

MCLAREN:

I cannot be a hundred percent sure of that, but –

GRAINGER:

It – it – at some -

MCLAREN:

- that would have been how he described G8way –

GRAINGER:

Something around there.

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

FOX:

Did you speak to Elliott about that transaction?

MCLAREN:

No.

GRAINGER:

So your bank account shows G8way as the paying –

MCLAREN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- paying entity –

MCLAREN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Right. With – you mentioned as well that there was payment to
Maguire’s son –

MCLAREN:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

So what’s that about?

MCLAREN:

See this once again – this is speculative and trying to recall what was
said is a little bit hard but I’m – I’m reasonably confident that at
some stage Daryl told me that Humphrey and Lydia had given his
son a birthday present. The figure in my mind is three thousand
dollars in cash.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

MCLAREN:

That seems like a lot of money, so then I thought well maybe it was
a thousand dollars, but the three thousand sticks in my mind.

GRAINGER:

So in – in the scheme of the timeline we have –

MCLAREN:

Oh yeah –
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GRAINGER:

Where – where does this fall?

MCLAREN:

Yeah that’s hard, that’s very hard. I would say that was definitely
after all those trips to China, so it wasn’t 2012.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

MCLAREN:

So I would think in 2013 or 2014, but more likely to have been 2013.
Yeah would have to be 2013, I think Humphrey and Lydia stuff had
finished.

GRAINGER:

So wh – when did council pull the plug on the Trade Centre?

MCLAREN:

Yeah I haven’t looked – I haven’t looked, but I think it would have
been in 2013.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

But it should be easy to find out.

GRAINGER:

So this is a conversation that you had with Daryl in relation to this?

MCLAREN:

Yeah and I don’t know where or when or how it occurred.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

MCLAREN:

I just remember thinking, you’re kidding right?

GRAINGER:

Yep.,

MCLAREN:

Are you that stupid, and history shows the answer quite clearly.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So there’s a number of other things we’ve got to – I’ve got
raise with you, but I think I need to be just be a hundred percent
clear on this, that what you’ve told us about these trips is a little bit –
is a little bit disconnect with the – the – the events that have
occurred, so I want to make hundred percent sure that I’m clear that
you had no involvement in G8way.

MCLAREN:

I had no knowledge of – yeah absolutely so the setting up, doing of
deals, the asking for commissions anything like that, no
involvement.

FOX:

And you never represented yourself as a – or did you ever represent
yourself as a – an agent of, or employee of G8way?

MCLAREN:

No. So my business cards were generally the President of the
Business Chamber –

FOX:

Yeah.

MCLAREN:

They were done in Chinese and – and also oh later on I actually had
financial planner ones done in Chinese as well, but that was more to
do with something else significant investor visa.

FOX:

So – sorry can you just go back to the son thing who – do you know
Daryl’s son?

MCLAREN:

Yeah a little bit yeah.

FOX:

Yeah. What’s his sort of role,, if any in all of his?
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MCLAREN:

I would think he’d have no role in any of it really. I don’t think his
got the capability, to.

GRAINGER:

What does he do?

MCLAREN:

He owns valet park and fly which is the business out of the airport
that collects the cars valet parking.

FOX:

Right.

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

FOX:

And how did he get into that business?

MCLAREN:

I’m pretty sure Daryl got him into that business and –

FOX:

And does he – does he live in Wagga?

MCLAREN:

My understanding is he still owns the business and lives with Daryl,
that’s my understanding.

FOX:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

I was always a little bit sort of bemused by the fact that Wagga
council in the general parking area put up their parking fees to like
twelve dollars for a day yet the valet park and fly business was still
charging only seven dollars a day and it was just weird to me that
when the new general manager got appointed that all of a sudden the
parking fees went up for the Wagga city council once again that’s
me speculating and venting so I don’t –

GRAINGER:

So the airports owned by the council is it?

MCLAREN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So he has a concession obviously in the airport then the – this
business park and fly –

MCLAREN:

Yeah. He leases the – the land from council for that – but obviously
his direct competitor is council.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

MCLAREN:

For parking.

FOX:

How long has that arrangement been in place?

MCLAREN:

So he bought that business probably two years before I left council
so it’s a fair while now, so that’d be 2014 ‘cause we had to approve a
change in lease back then that lessor so –

FOX:

And it was common knowledge that it was Daryl Maguire’s son –

MCLAREN:

Yep.

FOX:

- and –

GRAINGER:

Was there a tender process or anything or?

MCLAREN:

No it was a purchase of a business so there was actually some
speculation about whether a tender process should’ve occurred at
that point but there was already an existing lease arrangement, so he
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took over the existing lease arrangement so I’m not sure what
happened at the end of that.
GRAINGER:

Okay. Alright. We dealt with the issues about the – advocacy on
behalf of Jim – Jimmy Liu so what – just tell us the background of
Jimmy Liu and –

MCLAREN:

Mm –

GRAINGER:

- what the story there is.

MCLAREN:

I don’t know a lot I can only tell you what happened that
conversation.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

Well what he asked for, Nicole’s details.

FOX:

Did you know Jimmy Liu?

MCLAREN:

No.

FOX:

How did – so who – what was mentioned UWE or Jimmy Liu –

MCLAREN:

Yeah I think it was UWE, I think he only asked for Nicole’s details
and we only then by subsequent discussion with Nicole is how we –

FOX:

Alright –

MCLAREN:

- pulled it all together.

FOX:

So you put the conn – the dots – joined the dots.

MCLAREN:

Yeah – yeah – yeah.

FOX:

(INAUDIBLE)

MCLAREN:

I wasn’t at – yeah. So after – so when I quit the Liberal Party my
interactions with Daryl diminished rapidly.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

FOX:

What was her name at NAB?

MCLAREN:

Nicole Killen.

FOX:

K–

MCLAREN:

(Spells) I-L-L-E-N.

FOX:

And does she work locally?

MCLAREN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOX:

So in Wagga?

MCLAREN:

Yep.

FOX:

And does that cover that Leeton area?

MCLAREN:

Yeah, yep.
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GRAINGER:

So what was the basis of – you said your relationship with the
Liberal Party fell a’ – d’ downgraded or became less –

MCLAREN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- why?

MCLAREN:

The specific trigger point of my – once again I’m a bit of a cynic and
a sceptic. Seeing the inner workings of the Liberal Party is an
extremely unattractive situation due to the factions. The Michael
Photios, all that stuff it just reeks of corruption, now that’s once
again speculating but it looks really bad. The actual trigger point
they opposed a sitting Prime Minister they were tinkering around in
Superannuation and making a lot of people worse off and they were
losing the base, but the actual trigger point where I wrote an email
and said bugger off was there was a state electoral council I think
that’s what you call – no it was – yeah so the fed – the state board
were having the elections for the members to be on that board
whatever they call it. And I was a representative of Wagga branch to
be able to vote on that, so there were lots of people sending resumes
and whatnot then all of a sudden out of the blue I got an email saying
your position to have a vote on this is being challenged because you
haven’t attended a meeting or something to that effect. And I just
went really so you don’t even know who I am or what I do and
possible which faction I could be part, so I was part of no faction.
So rather than not know which faction I’m in they decided to make
me illegitimate to vote and I went this is deeper and dirtier than I
could ever have imagined so I just emailed and said that’s it I’m
done.

FOX:

So that was Liberal party officers in Sydney that did that did they?

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

FOX:

Yeah. The - so this is not on a local level this was –

MCLAREN:

No.

FOX:

- state level?

MCLAREN:

Yep. I thought you bunch of swamp dwellers and that was it. Now
I’m pretty sure the greyhounds and everything happened after that so
–

GRAINGER:

So was it – so your decision to leave the Liberal Party was not a
result of something with Daryl Maguire it was something external to
that?

MCLAREN:

No, it was yeah – well yeah. Number of issues, but also because I
knew that I wasn’t comfortable with Daryl anymore was – wouldn’t
have – I would have called a friend but I wouldn’t – wouldn’t be
speaking to him very often and I knew I wasn’t gonna pursue a
career in politics.

FOX:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

With the Liberal Party.

GRAINGER:

Okay.
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FOX:

So – so – can we just track back to June ’14 you’ve had this
conversation with him it’s – you’ve given him your bank account
details the – the – the EFT’s occurred, it’s landed in your account
what conversations did you have about it after it had landed in your
account with Daryl?

MCLAREN:

Yeah no didn’t discuss it after that.

FOX:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

I’m pretty confident of that.

FOX:

And so what happened to your relationship with Daryl post June ‘14
in that June ‘14 to the ‘15 period where you resigned from the
Liberal Party had you become a bit more distant or –

MCLAREN:

Sort of became distant, but I recall messaging him because when the
greyhound thing happened I sent him a message saying this is your
live export moment and then in council I got up and did a speech and
smashed them and I sent him a message saying look mate I wasn’t
having a go at you I was having a go at the party and he said oh no
that’s good ‘cause you know sort of put him in the clear in terms of
he was against the greyhound ba – ban but publicly he was for it all
that sort of stuff, so I was definitely still corresponding with him, but
didn’t meet with him probably at all. I remember going to his
Christmas party in 2015.

FOX:

Okay, was that probably the – do you – are you remembering that
because it might have been the last time you actually met him face to
face?

MCLAREN:

Yeah I think that was almost - yeah – yeah the – I wouldn’t say
without a doubt, but pretty close oh I saw him – I handed out how to
vote cards in the 2015 election and was – wasn’t in – quite involved
with the actual campaigning, but I did it –

FOX:

State – state election –

MCLAREN:

State election.

FOX:

So March (INAUDIBLE) –

MCLAREN:

– for Daryl – yeah so twice on pre-poll and then spent a whole day at
one of the –

FOX:

Yeah.

MCLAREN:

- polling booths. So then subsequently Christmas party 2015 and the
last time I had – I saw him was at the Wagga Gold Cup last year
2017 and yeah he said if you touch a member of Parliament you can
be charged as criminal or something to that effect.

FOX:

To you?

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

FOX:

Why did he say that?

MCLAREN:

‘Cause I was starting to say – oh it was about Alan Eldridge.
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FOX:

Oh okay.

MCLAREN:

And He – he – he said something which sounded intimidatory to me
on reflection I might have misinterpreted it, he kind of said you got
to be careful what you say you know ICAC are investigating or
something like that and you better watch out, but I don’t – I don’t
think he said you better watch out but in my mind it seemed like he
was saying ICAC were looking at me, but I think what he meant they
were looking at Alan Eldridge. So I was –

GRAINGER:

When was this?

MCLAREN:

This is at the Wagga Gold Cup May 2017.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Alright now (UNINTELLIGABLE) anything further you
want to go through.

FOX:

I just wanna to – so when you resigned from the Liberal Party which
we’re tracking to oh ‘2015 we’re talking now.

MCLAREN:

Yep.

FOX:

Did you have a conversation with Daryl about that?

MCLAREN:

No I don’t think so.

FOX:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

I’m might yeah, I don’t think I did.

FOX:

That would – that – that event would – would have meant
realistically your relationship with him –

MCLAREN:

No longer useful for him.

FOX:

Th – there was no utility in it for probably either of you to be fair.

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

FOX:

But also you must have told him look I’m gonna resign – you
obviously told him you’re gonna resign you were still a councillor at
that time?

MCLAREN:

Yeah, I don’t think I did tell him.

FOX:

Okay,

MCLAREN:

I don’t think I would have.

FOX:

Alright.

MCLAREN:

I – you know.

FOX:

But this – this – this sort of arrangement whereby you thought you
were the heir apparent did you ever have a conversation to the effect
of well look, I’m no longer the heir apparent I’m – I’m – I’m out of
it. I’m leaving the p – I – I will leave the party at some point or did
that just never happen (INAUDIBLE) –

MCLAREN:

Oh I think I - no – it – it was a natural, you know, decline in my
appetite for it. And I think I would have told him that at some point
yeah, but it came clear to me that he was never gonna leave
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Parliament and then he had his personal issues with his wife and I
thought he was gonna stick around for a lot longer I’m pretty
confident he would have stan - went for another four year term
despite what he said.
5

10

15

20

FOX:

Do you think he, not withstanding whats happened so, do you think
had – had none of this come to light do you think he would have
been successful in – in the – for four year term?

MCLAREN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So the issues with his wife what were they?

MCLAREN:

He had divor – he yeah, divorced her.

GRAINGER:

Divorce okay.

MCLAREN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And was there some particular catalyst for that or did something
happen do you know?

MCLAREN:

I can only speculate, no I don’t know no.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

I can make up lots of speculative statements over that, but I’m not
going.

GRAINGER:

Is – is his wife or ex-wife still here in Wagga?

MCLAREN:

So my understanding – so my wife has had a look at her facebook
page so this is all based on facebook so can't be used – my
understanding she is back in Wagga but Edwina told me she moved
but my

25

understanding is she is now back in Wagga.
GRAINGER:

Okay and what’s her name?

MCLAREN:

30

GRAINGER:

Okay. We – we briefly touched on Lydia and Xu I just want to go
into a little more detail about who those two are so -

MCLAREN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Just tell me the story.

MCLAREN:

And a story it is – no it’s – it’s – it’s a – it’s a fantasy almost because
it’s hard to understand so Humphrey was definitely very mysterious
he kind of made himself out to be a doctor I just don’t know how
much and obviously we’ve seen the Joel Fitzgibbon stuff and he was
that – with that Helen lady. And Lydia once again very opaque so
my understanding she’s an Australian citizen as well as a Chinese
citizen so she had married someone here, but just one of those type
of people that – it got to the point where every time she opened her
mouth you knew that probably what was being said was not quite
true. And Humphrey was just mysterious, so he’s always laid back,
like to keep a low profile, didn’t like to get his photo taken all that
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often and just sort of – just said stuff and you’d sit there going yeah
okay.
GRAINGER:

So had you met him here or only in China?

MCLAREN:

He definitely came here ‘cause there’s a photo of him with the
general manager at one point so he has come here so – but mate
before that I would’ve only met him in China yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So what – what is their relationship are they partners, or
husband and wife, or business associates or whatever you d -

MCLAREN:

I’m assuming business associates –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

- but not a hundred – oh no yeah ‘cause Lydia’s married to an
Australian therefore Humphrey must be yeah not –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

- they’re definitely not married.

GRAINGER:

So what was their involvement with the Trade Centre what was their
linkage to?

MCLAREN:

Right so once again not a hundred percent sure, so a little bit of
speculation but a reasonably good basis for this speculation is
they’re the deal makers, they were the connecting people that would
get the Chinese investment here into Wagga and they would get a cut
out of it. So obviously they’re always wanting it to happen ‘cause
the only way they get paid is to get a deal done. Now once again
speculation I’m assuming they actually got payments from Wuai or
someone or someone in the Government to help them fund their trips
or their – what they were doing.

GRAINGER:

Did they have a company that they used?

MCLAREN:

ACA.

GRAINGER:

ACA.

MCLAREN:

So I don’t know, I mean that’s just – pu’ – from what I’ve found out
publicly.

GRAINGER:

Just the name ACA is it?

MCLAREN:

Yeah as far as I know yeah I don’t know if it stands for anything.

FOX:

And – and you may have already said this, but who introduced them
to Wagga Wagga, to this whole potential deal?

MCLAREN:

Daryl. That’s – but that’s speculation, so I think this has been going
for a lot longer so when I met Daryl in 2010 I’m – my assumption is
well he got a flight over there in 2002 paid by them because it’s on
the Parliamentary register according to the media. That goes another
eight years back. This, I don’t want to be rude, but this has been
going on for ages.

FOX:

This being –
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MCLAREN:

The Chinese connections yeah –

FOX:

- the Chinese connection.

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

FOX:

And the people around the town, is it general knowledge?

MCLAREN:

If anyone that wants to know the people that have any awareness
yeah I think – oh his regular trips to China no I don’t think that
people would – I think people would be shocked if they knew how
regular he went there. But the people in the know, people – people
in the political circles they’re aware that he went over there a lot.

FOX:

So if – would you – were you actually introduced to them by Daryl?

MCLAREN:

Oh yeah without a doubt – oh well no so I met Lydia first time at the
airport,

FOX:

With Phil.

GRAINGER:

- but that was yeah.

FOX:

Yeah.

MCLAREN:

That was, Daryl arranged that meeting.

FOX:

Yeah.

MCLAREN:

Yeah, but Daryl was in the Chairman’s lounge or somewhere else.

FOX:

Right okay so he was there, but he just wasn’t in the –

MCLAREN:

No.

FOX:

Um –

MCLAREN:

(UNINTELLIGABLE) we met Lydia in the - yeah the general area
of the departures.

FOX:

So you were transiting through, you turned up and then you were
connected to the international terminal to fly out to China and is that
– in – in that terminal is that where you met?

MCLAREN:

Yeah well firstly I had to meet Phil ‘cause I hadn’t met him before.

FOX:

Right.

MCLAREN:

So found him and then yeah Lydia turned up, started talking to us.

FOX:

Oh okay so I was of the understanding that you already knew Phil
Elliott so that was when you first met Phil –

MCLAREN:

Mm.

FOX:

- Elliott was in the Syd – Sydney airport?

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

FOX:

For the May 2012 trip?

MCLAREN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

On – you said you flew China Southern is that right?
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MCLAREN:

No I think it was Air China.

GRAINGER:

Air China, did you get upgraded or anything like that?

MCLAREN:

No.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOX:

Did Daryl fly with you on any of these flights?

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

FOX:

Did he always fly economy?

MCLAREN:

Yep.

FOX:

And you said – I think you said in general you paid and then you
were reimbursed certainly for the first one by the business chamber?

MCLAREN:

Yep.

FOX:

And how did you fund the second trip?

MCLAREN:

Myself.

FOX:

So you paid out of your personal accounts?

MCLAREN:

Yep.

FOX:

Third trip?

MCLAREN:

Yeah myself.

FOX:

Okay. Did you have any conversations with Hatton or Bec about
how they paid?

MCLAREN:

No –

FOX:

Or did you see –

MCLAREN:

Well –

FOX:

Did you see them use cards or cash on the trip or?

MCLAREN:

No. So my understanding the – the conversations we had in
particular with Bec was that it was more of a holiday, so I’m
assuming they took annual leave and they paid their own way that
was the impression I got from the conversations with them.

FOX:

And who was paying of the accommodation, especially when you
were all together not when you were off doing your own thing?

MCLAREN:

Yeah we paid for that ourselves.

FOX:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

Yep.

FOX:

So when you all checked out you paid for your own room?

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

FOX:

But some of these arrangements were undertaken by a – the – the
bookings were sometimes were made by some of Maguire’s staff.
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MCLAREN:

I assume so yeah.

FOX:

‘Cause you didn’t –

MCLAREN:

I didn’t know which motel to book in yeah.

FOX:

Right so –

MCLAREN:

Correct.

FOX:

- you just turned up -

MCLAREN:

Yep.

FOX:

- your booking was already made –

MCLAREN:

Yep.

FOX:

- and when you checked out you paid on your –

MCLAREN:

Yep.

FOX:

- credit card, and you assume that’s what happened with Hatton and
Bec?

MCLAREN:

I assume so yeah.

FOX:

Did that $1,005 in your mind sort of equate to a – a quantum that
you may of expended on those trips, was there any correlation
between that $1,005 and –

MCLAREN:

No.

FOX:

‘Cause presumably with flights and accommodation you probably
expended (INAUDIBLE) –

MCLAREN:

It might - fair bit more than that.

FOX:

- a few thousand dollars.

MCLAREN:

Yep. No there’s no – there’s no methodology behind that figure that
I’m aware of sorry.

GRAINGER:

So this G8way company you’ve got Elliott involved and we
speculating that Maguire is somehow involved was there anyone
else?

MCLAREN:

Not that I’m aware of no.

GRAINGER:

Is it – is it still running now?

MCLAREN:

I did an ASIC search last week –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

MCLAREN:

- it’s still registered the company, the website has disappeared.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

FOX:

Have you had any dealings with Elliott since then, I mean he – he’s
obviously a Wagga resident –

MCLAREN:

Yeah. Yeah funnily enough last Monday – no sorry the Monday
before last so I’ve, Daryl’s on ICAC on Friday but the Monday
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before that we’ve bought some units – oh a unit and they’d been
built and the developer got Phil Elliott to the be the strata manager.
So he came to an AGM on that Monday night and – and he was
looking to be appointed as the strata manager for us.
5

GRAINGER:

Okay –

MCLAREN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Did he have a conversation with you?

MCLAREN:

Ah, so for whatever reason I had already made an opinion that Phil
Elliott isn’t my kind of person, including because of G8way, but this
is just person. So I’d spoke to couple of the owners and said I don’t
like Phil Elliott, I can't tell you why I just don’t like some of the
dealings he’s had. I’d formed that opinion and – and then so on that
Monday night in part of the meeting – we were talking about – cause
either the – the – the strata agreement that the developer has to lodge
or something and I said – oh no it was his agreement the stra – the
strata managers agreement that he’s meant to give us for us to make
a decision on whether he’s the thing, and I said to him – I said to him
perhaps a tad aggressively but I don’t think it was, I said well you
should have sent us that before we had the meeting how can we
make a decision to appoint you when we haven’t even seen it. At
which point he got quite testy and he s – and one of the other owners
said afterwards he said oh yeah you hit a – you hit a raw point with
him there.

GRAINGER:

Ehm, okay.

MCLAREN:

That’s the only dis – discussions I’ve had with him for years and
coincidentally that happened in the same way –

GRAINGER:

With Daryl at the Commission –

MCLAREN:

ICAC yeah.

GRAINGER:

So other than – other than being a local strata manager does he have
any profile in the town, is he a person that’s known or?

MCLAREN:

He is on the board of the RSL.

GRAINGER:

Okay what’s he VET or been in the army or something like has he?

MCLAREN:

Not that I’m aware of – no I don’t think so the RSL’s another –
whole another story, but the RSL imports equipment and stuff from
China like tables and chairs and mm.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

‘Cause he did mention that at one point now what arrangements they
did with that I did not know, I did not ask, I didn’t want anything to
do with that.

GRAINGER:

As in table and chairs for use in the club –

MCLAREN:

In the RSL yep.

GRAINGER:

Bizarre, okay.
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MCLAREN:

Yeah it’s bizarre.

GRAINGER:

With the other – you also mentioned a Lebanese or Middle Eastern
property developer what’s–

MCLAREN:

Ah so I’m assuming that’s Joe.

GRAINGER:

Right. Do you know – why are you assuming that?

MCLAREN:

Because look the – when I was in Sydney once we went out – I met
up with Daryl at the Par – in Parliament and he says you got to come
and see this person and so I went righto and it was – so we drove out
to Bankstown or somewhere round there, Western Sydney, and had
dinner at this persons place, it was their office and what – this – this
is where part of high farce starts. This bloke had an idea that you
would have these plastic clips and there were two sides to it and if
you went to a club and you saw someone you like you clip off one
side of it and give them the other and then you would connect to
each other kind of assume like this – like it’s like a dating thing, but
it’s pre-tinder I guess.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

MCLAREN:

Anyway so that – that was the meeting was about how could we get
this idea that blah – blah – blah and Daryl’s going oh righto well,
and I – and I think it was Joe. I think Joe was the guy with the ideas
so that was the meeting was about and Daryl said well you know I
know Malcom Turnbull and he’s the – see he wasn’t – he must have
been the Min – the Minister or Shadow Minister for, for the NBN
wasn’t he at one point?

GRAINGER:

Mm.

MCLAREN:

Yeah – yeah – yeah and he said oh no he’s really smart bloke and he
had Aussie Mail and that and this and I’ll have a chat with him and
I’ll you know try and get a way you can get this launched or
something that – it was just bizarre. And that was Joe, but the – and
so the connection back to property developers ‘cause of the – the
debt of the Federal electoral council had after that election in 2010
the Liberal Party said Daryl you’re responsible for that debt and
quite clearly I remember Daryl saying to me I’ve got property
developers that’ll pay that debt and I rang around and I got them to
pay the money.

GRAINGER:

Okay just run me through the scenario with this so I understand
(UNINTELLIGABLE).

MCLAREN:

Yeah so in the 2010 election campaign it’s the Federal – the Local
Federal the Riverina Federal Electoral Council that funds that
campaign. They obviously get – I’m not a hundred percent sure of
the specifics, but they must get money from the Liberal Party and
they must also have to raise money themselves to fund the expenses
they have, so the expenses must pay for all the corflutes, the how to
vote cards, I assume if you do mail outs they sometimes they make
you pay for that, but anyway after the election campaign Andrew
Negline who was the candidate fell off the face of the earth –
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GRAINGER:

He’s on Council isn’t he Negline?

MCLAREN:

He was.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

For that same term that I was. Pretty sure he didn’t re-stand either,
but anyway – oh no he left – he got kicked out of Council sorry
yeah. Whole nother story, but anyway – not for today. So the – the
– they owed I think around thirty thousand dollars they had a deficit
and it had to be – so someone had to pay for that deficit so the –
Daryl indicated that he was being made responsible for it as a state
member and that he had to raise money to pay it out.

GRAINGER:

So Daryl organised for the s – for the Federal campaign to be
donated to by people -

MCLAREN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- who are property developers?

MCLAREN:

Yeah so write a cheque out to Riverina Federal Electoral Council,
that’s my assumption how it was done. Yep. Now once again I got
no evidence other than a conversation that we had, but I would have
thought that if you had access to the records of the Riverina Federal
Election Council I think it would very clear where the donations
came from.

GRAINGER:

Okay so you –

MCLAREN:

You can't hide them.

GRAINGER:

- you’re thinking this come from Joe is that right or from?

MCLAREN:

Once again it’s speculation, but he’s the property developer that
Daryl knew –

FOX:

And that meeting you had with Joe was approximately when in
timeline?

MCLAREN:

Oh gees, that’s hard. I’d have to check somehow in my records or
diary or something.

FOX:

Before June ‘14?

MCLAREN:

Mm, yeah I don’t know. I think it might have been afterwards.

FOX:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

It could have been before.

FOX:

And you were in Sydney on – on what business?

MCLAREN:

Yeah just work, as in financial planning –

FOX:

And you –

MCLAREN:

- would have been a conference –

FOX:

- hooked up with –

MCLAREN:

Daryl at Parliament house yeah.
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Daryl at Parliament house.

MCLAREN:

Yep.

FOX:

And then you drove what in his car or a taxi?

MCLAREN:

Yeah no his car ‘cause he’s got a little car that he keeps in Sydney.

FOX:

Okay. So you – just you and him?

MCLAREN:

Yep.

FOX:

And you drove to a residential address?

MCLAREN:

No it was a office.

FOX:

A office somewhere in the –

MCLAREN:

Western Sydney I’d say it’s about –

FOX:

- west, inner west –

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

FOX:

- part of –

MCLAREN:

Inner west.

FOX:

Inner west. And you met with Joe who is –

MCLAREN:

I’m speculating that it’s Joe I –

FOX:

Why you sp –

MCLAREN:

Well –

FOX:

- ‘cause you –

MCLAREN:

- because I don’t know for sure.

GRAINGER:

What’s he look like?

FOX:

You were introduced to him?

MCLAREN:

I can't remember – yeah there were several people there.

FOX:

Oh okay it wasn’t just to two of you?

MCLAREN:

No – no – no.

FOX:

And were there – were they all property developers or –

MCLAREN:

No they were family, or -

FOX:

Oh okay.

MCLAREN:

Yeah people in his business or family or something like yeah.

FOX:

Were they of Lebanese ethnicity or?

MCLAREN:

I suspect so, but I couldn’t be sure.

FOX:

Okay.
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MCLAREN:

I don’t – yeah – it’s – I’d like to have an iron clad memory of most
of this stuff, but because it just seemed so bizarre and high farce I
quite often just went righto I’m just gonna move on.

FOX:

And Daryl introduce – said – what – what did he say this is a mate of
mine or?

MCLAREN:

Yeah, yep this is a friend of mine.

FOX:

Yeah, okay. Right.

GRAINGER:

Can you describe him to us?

MCLAREN:

So shortish –

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

MCLAREN:

Dark hair, short dark hair, I think he had a beard or a goatee, yeah
that’s pretty about the extent of it.

GRAINGER:

Alright.

MCLAREN:

If I saw his face I’d probably still struggle to be a hundred percent
certain that was the guy on the night so I’m just piecing it together –

FOX:

Was there any discussion about property development?

MCLAREN:

No not at that meeting.

FOX:

How did you know he was a property developer?

MCLAREN:

Because Daryl said so.

FOX:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

Yeah. Yep he mentioned that there were units he was building, oh –
well if he said that I don’t know whether that was at the meeting or
whether it was before. No I’m pretty sure that could have been
there.

GRAINGER:

Ehm. You – you – obviously –

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

I’ll move on to Mr Eldridge and The Mill in a second, but you
obviously heard the material that’s come out of the Commission
lately in relation to this company Country Garden, do you know
anything about Daryl’s relationship with that one?

MCLAREN:

No, yeah that’s the first I’ve heard of that one.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

MCLAREN:

Yep.

FOX:

And the developer in that was involved in that potential arrangement
was Charbel Demian –

MCLAREN:

Ehm, haven’t heard of that bloke either.

GRAINGER:

So tell us about Mr Eldridge.
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MCLAREN:

What would you like to know about Mr Eldridge? So he was the
chairman of the Audit and Risk Committee for Wagga City Council
for the term that I was on Council.

GRAINGER:

Ehm. He’s a local businessman obviously –

MCLAREN:

He’s a local businessman, he owns an accounting firm, his son
owned a real estate firm, well his son didn’t own it from our
investigation’s he actually owned it. He s – he seemed like a really
sort of chameleon character. Only – I can only say that because over
the time – so what happened was Phil Pinyon was asked to leave
effectively as general manager of the Wagga City council because
we had a lot of issues with a development out at the airport called
Douglas aerospace and it became very apparent that the due
diligence hadn’t occurred and they’d hidden stuff from the eyes of
the councillors and they couldn’t make an informed decision. So
then eventually when the councillors were kind of saying you know
we need to get some you know feedback on who’s responsible for
this – these bad decisions, who was doing the cover ups and blah –
blah – blah anyway so Phil didn’t end up by making those
appropriate actions and so he was asked to leave which he did. And
then the councillors put Alan Eldridge in as the acting general
manager and then some strange stuff started happening with the –
with the planning department, so he got rid of Andrew
Crackenthorpp, put him on paid leave and said no if something bad’s
happened here and there’s been conflicts with developers and all
sorts of strange stuff and to our knowledge Andrew Crackenthorpp’s
a pretty good man of high integrity. So it didn’t sit well and then for
about six months that continued on and whenever we as councillors
asked Alan Eldridge well what’s going on he would say oh no it’s –
it’s confidential and you know the lawyers are involved and all this
stuff and we –

GRAINGER:

About what?

MCLAREN:

About investigations into Andrew Crackenthorpp and the alleged
conflicts he had with property developers. And then approximately
two weeks – it would have been the last council meeting there was a
pre-meeting with the general manager and he sat down and started
playing the victim and saying oh this is being tough on my family
and blah – blah – blah and I just lost my – lost it because –

FOX:

Who said that sorry?

MCLAREN:

Alan Eldridge.

FOX:

Right.

MCLAREN:

And I said mate your family have a look at Andrew Crackenthorpp’s
family they’re absolutely been destroyed by this and at this point you
still have not given us any evidence to suggest he’s done anything
wrong. And so by that point he’d already been appointed general
manager permanently. And subsequently that was it, and I thought
well I’m leaving council, I’m not re-standing so really what happens
after this doesn’t concern me all that much. There was a – just as a
closure to that issue there was a point where I came out publicly and
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said Andrew Crackenthorpp is a man of high integrity I believe he’s
been wronged by the general manager and he did not take – he did
not have conflicts with property developers in fact the – the issues
that the general manager has raised were actually discussed with
councillors and everyone agreed that that was the process that we
would follow the only error Crackenthorpp made was he did a –
actually didn’t put a motion to council to approve that relationship
with the developers which was just a delayed section 94
contributions. So Alan Eldridge had conflicted all this – conflicted
this all up, we speculate to remove Andrew Crackenthorpp as a
potential general manager. Anyway so then subsequently early 2017
I received phone calls from several influential people in Wagga and
they said this can't go on any longer, Alan Eldridge has conflicts of
interest, he owns property developments that have been in front of
council and he hasn’t excused himself and I went oh okay well
where’s the evidence for this and they went well have a quick look.
So we did have a quick look and it became very clear very quickly
that there was a property development proposal that had was aft attempting to go through the Gateway to be approved by the state
planning whatever ‘cause it was re-zoning, and yeah absolutely his
son Josh Eldridge was one of the owners of the company that had put
the application together to put it through the gateway – to put
through the rezoning proposal. So we –
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GRAINGER:

Which – which development was this?

MCLAREN:

It’s a development out – on – out towards Forest Hill –

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

MCLAREN:

- so Inglewood Road, so it’s south of Inglewood Road anyway and
we then effectively started to expose that and we being Wes Fang,
who’s now an MLC and – and myself we worked with the Daily
Advertiser out to expose it, so we did a fair bit of research and just
stuff that didn’t look right to the person that wrote the application for
the rezoning proposal that ended up working for council. So – so it
was Alan - someone that Alan Eldridge had known and had given
him work – or his son had given him work on a personal basis this
bloke ended up being – working in the planning department in
council. This bloke had also worked on The Mill project which was
a – which is apartments over there that the Eldridge real estate was
selling and it’s just – everything just didn’t look right. So we did our
investigations, we did all that you know we found out that the
Eldridge First National business was owned by Alan Eldridge. So it
became clear to us that was there was conflicts a bit – conflict of
interest. Alan tried to defend himself by saying I did not – I did not
have knowledge that my son was involved in this development and
then we subsequently got informed by staff who had sat in on the me
– like sat – sat in on the staff meetings about that development where
Alan had actually said could you please remove my name from that
report because my son is involved in this development and he still
sat in the chamber and spoke on that report.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.
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MCLAREN:

So that was Alan, that was the Alan Eldridge, but the ah, so the – the
strange thing was Daryl Maguire has never had any involvement
with Council at all. All of a sudden with Alan Eldridge not only told
me to sit down and shut up and remove myself from the situation,
and he said to me Wagga first friends second.

FOX:

Who said that sorry?

MCLAREN:

Daryl Maguire in a text to me, I said why – why – why won’t you
support me, why you telling me to back off. He said Wagga first,
friends second. And I went Wagga first what’s Alan El – how’s he
gonna be bloody advancing Wagga he’s only advancing himself.
That was bizarre at that point, and I can't give you the date now but
I’ll be able to find it. That was it with Daryl and I we – yeah the
only other – since tho – those texts the only time I’ve seen him is
that Gold Cup where he told me I can go to jail if I hit him. I didn’t
go to hit him by the way but that’s, yeah. That was bizarre, so all of
a sudden here is Daryl Maguire just going full and he came out
publicly and said you know we – we have to support the general
manager and all sorts of things and I just found that a complete three
hundred and sixty turn around on every other single issue he’d taken
on Council where he said no not my problem.

GRAINGER:

Is there a political relationship between Eldridge and Maguire?

MCLAREN:

Completely speculation.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

MCLAREN:

So we had come to the conclusion and maybe he thought that Alan
might have been his successor, which would have been very
interesting and we also speculated that Alan – ‘cause we – when we
did the investigations on all the companies that he had one of the
companies he had a brewery so he’s looking to build a brewery or
create a brewery that was gonna be in The Mill complex.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

MCLAREN:

So this is all very loose and I can't give any evidence so – and then
we – so the first bit of that Mill complex is Chinese money I don’t
know who it is, but it’s definitely Chinese money and our
understanding was the second part of The Mill development was
gonna be Chinese money as well. So maybe a link between Alan
and Daryl for The Mill I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

So who – who built The Mill?

MCLAREN:

No idea, but I know it’s Chinese money. Everyone talks about it and
the quality of the apartments is crap ‘cause they got Chinese people
to come and build them all sorts of stuff.

GRAINGER:

Alright.

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

FOX:

And the – the link with Eldridge is that Eldridge – the Eldridge real
estate entity was responsible for selling the –

MCLAREN:

Selling those units that’s correct.
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FOX:

How old is The Mill development now? How long has it been –

MCLAREN:

Oh it’d have to be about seven or eight years the GFC was kind of, it
– it’s was going to proceed, stop GFC ‘cause I think someone
actually owned it so they bought it after that so I’d say around 2010
was probably when it started between that and 2012.

FOX:

So you don’t know who was behind it initially?

MCLAREN:

No.

GRAINGER:

Did Maguire have any involvement in it, did he –

MCLAREN:

Not that I’m aware of.

GRAINGER:

What – you’ve given us a lot of information to try and sift through
this point in time, what I think may be best to do is we go back and
go through this and I may come back to you with some further
questions –

MCLAREN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- just so we can clarify some things. Anything else you want to ask
at this point Tim?

FOX:

No, unless you’ve got anything that you recall that you have –

MCLAREN:

I’ll just have a look through this –

FOX:

- not ran through with us?

20

MCLAREN:

Yeah we’ve covered that, covered that, covered that. Yeah no I
think you’ve got everything I have there. That other email about that
FEC and SEC about the property development that kind of is
speculation so I said you know he can’t accept property developer
money but did he – did he have control of the FEC –

25

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

MCLAREN:

- and therefore get donations there, once again you’d have to
investigate the bank account, but the Liberal Party’s got a funny set
up with their SEC and FEC’s now where they suck all the money out
of it and take it to the head office and then they drip feed it back I
think.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

MCLAREN:

So I don’t know. But it would have been a good way to get around
the – the self imposed regulations. And 2010 probably was different
back then there – it was probably before the head office took control
of everything.

GRAINGER:

2011 Liberal came to power and the –

MCLAREN:

Yeah and that’s when Barry –

GRAINGER:

- regulations were brought in before that so –

MCLAREN:

Oh really, yeah okay.

GRAINGER:

I thought the Labor Party brought those regulations in.
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MCLAREN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Alright um I have nothing further to ask you at this point, what I
might ask you to do is see if you can find some of these emails
you’ve spoken about today.

MCLAREN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And if you can forward them to me.

MCLAREN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

That’ll be beneficial. We – we’ll have – so the process from here is
we will have to sort of go through this material and see whether it’s
relat’ – relative to anything we’re doing.

MCLAREN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

I may be in contact with you depending on what decision the
Commissioner makes in relation to it.

MCLAREN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

I’ll finish the interview now.
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GRAINGER:

Now do you have any complaints about the way we’ve conducted
the interview today at all?

MCLAREN:

No.

GRAINGER:

Okay, so were you held any threat, promise or inducement to you to
take part in the interview?

MCLAREN:

No.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Julian thank you for your time I’ll finalise the interview now
the time is 10:23AM by my watch.
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INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION

5

RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN INVESTIGATOR PAUL GRAINGER OF
THE INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION AND TIM
MCMULLEN AT WAGGA WAGGA CIVIC CENTRE ON 30 OF OCTOBER 2018
TIME:

3:26PM

PRESENT:

INVESTIGATOR PAUL GRAINGER
INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX
TIMOTHY ROBERT MCMULLEN

GRAINGER:

This is an electronic record of interview between Paul Grainger and Tim
McMullen. The date is the 30th of October 2018, and the time now is
3.26pm. We're currently at the Wagga Wagga Civic Centre. Other than
myself, there are two other people present. For the purpose of voice
identification, I'll ask them to state their full name, starting with you,
Tim.

MCMULLEN:

Uh, Timothy Robert McMullen.

GRAINGER:

And Tim.

FOX:

Tim Fox.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you mind if I call you, Tim, which may become confusing, but
I'll try not to refer to the other Tim. Yeah?

MCMULLEN:

My preference would-

GRAINGER:

No?

MCMULLEN:

-Tim, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Tim, can you provide me with your date of birth, please.

MCMULLEN:

Um,

GRAINGER:

And your best contact number?
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MCMULLEN:
GRAINGER:

And do you have an email address which in use?

MCMULLEN:

Tim, yeah,

GRAINGER:

OK. Have you consented to have your voice recorded today?

MCMULLEN:

I have.

@borambola.com

D10534913
Volume 27

1204

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

GRAINGER:

OK. So, you're aware of the, the scope of the Commission's
investigation, the Independent Commission Against Corruption, is
investigating an allegation that since 2012, Mr Daryl Maguire, the former
Member for Wagga Wagga, has engaged in conduct that involved an
breach of public trust by using his public office as a member of the New
South Wales Parliament, and Parliamentary resources, to improperly gain
a benefit from yourself, a company called G8way International and any
associated persons. You understand that?

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. I've got to inform you that, this is a voluntary process and these are
things I put on- I told you before the interview. This is a voluntary
process, you are under no obligation to take part in this interview. You
may leave at any time, and may refuse to answer any questions that either
I or Tim ask you. The Commission is not exercising a coercive power, at
this time. Do you understand each of those points?

MCMULLEN:

Uh-huh. I do.

GRAINGER:

During the interview, Tim and I may ask you questions- oh, sorry, will
ask you questions, and we may show you some documents. You are
under no obligation to say or do anything, unless you wish to do so. Do
you understand that?

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Anything you say or do, will be recorded and may later be used in
evidence. Do you understand that?

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And as I explained to you before, evidence refers to the Commission's
investigation a criminal – criminal prosecution that may result from the
Commission's investigation, or any sort of disciplinary proceeding, if you
are public official. You understand each of those points? And you're not
a public official, at this point in time. We understand that you may be a
friend of Mr Maguire, if you are. And we understand there may be some
level of loyalty, or friendship with him, we don't, don't whether there is
or there is not. However, I need, I need to advise you that allegations we
are investigating are serious, they are serious matters, and this interview
needs to be treated as a serious occasion. With that in mind, please be
advised, that pursuant to the Independent Commission against Corruption
Act, it is a criminal offence to deliberately provide false or misleading
information, to an officer of the Commission, exercising their functions
under the act. Any information you provide today in this interview,
needs to be true and correct to the best of your knowledge and belief. Do
you understand that?

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

If it is established that you have provided false and misleading
information to the Commission, or to Tim and I during the course of the
interview, you may be criminally prosecuted. Do you understand that?
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MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. And so there's absolutely no misunderstanding, Tim and I are
officers of the Commission and this interview is a function we're
conducting under auspices of the act. They’re all things I am required to
tell you. Do you have any questions about any of those, before we start?

MCMULLEN:

No.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. Do you- are is- you comfortable that you understand everything
that I've told you?

MCMULLEN:

I am.

GRAINGER:

Tim, what is your occupation?

MCMULLEN:

I'm the Managing Director of Borambola Wines, yeah.

GRAINGER:

And, and what is Borambola Wines?

MCMULLEN:

It's a family owned business 25 kilometres east of Wagga Wagga, and we
grow 100 per cent of the state grown wines, and we also export wines as
well.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

And some of those wines are ours, some of them are sourced.

GRAINGER:

OK. My colleague is reminding me that I forgot to get you to read this
on- the jurat, onto the record for me-

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

-so, if you can do that for me. Thanks.

MCMULLEN:

OK. This statement made by me accurately sets out the evidence which I
will be prepared, if necessary, to give in court as a witness. This
statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and I make it
knowing that if it is tendered in, in evidence I shall be liable for
prosecution if I wilfully stated in it anything which I know to be false or
do not believe to be true. I am Tim McMullen and 65, 55, 56 years, 56-

GRAINGER:

50, 56 years old.

MCMULLEN:

-56 years old, 56.

FOX:

(UNDECIPHERABLE)

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. Thank you, Tim. So, we'll deal with Borambola Wines, and have I
pronounced that correctly?

MCMULLEN:

Borambola, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Borambola Wines.
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MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And you're the Managing Director of that company.

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And you're, wuh- your vineyard is just outside of Wagga. Other than
yourself, who is the other management structure of the organisation?

MCMULLEN:

It's my, my parents are involved in the, in the business, and my wife.

GRAINGER:

OK. And do you, how many employees do you have?

MCMULLEN:

That's, that's really-

GRAINGER:

That's pretty much it

MCMULLEN:

-pretty much it. You know we have some casuals-

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

MCMULLEN:

-casual staff as well, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Do you have, you said you, you sell both your own produced wines, and
produced by others. Do you have casual staff who do that production for
you, or-

MCMULLEN:

No, well, if we, our wine, our wines that we grow on our estate have our
label on them, are 100 per cent state grown. So, we're very particular
about those, but then other opportunities arise where, to, to move wine,
and we can't meet that price point so we'll-

GRAINGER:

Source some.

MCMULLEN:

-source, source bulk wine, and, and-

GRAINGER:

OK..

MCMULLEN:

-label it, that way.

GRAINGER:

Just going back to Mr Maguire, tell us how you know Mr Maguire.

MCMULLEN:

Well, as our local, local politician, I've- was living in, in Sydney until
thruh- well, 3 and half years ago. And didn't know Daryl that well, but,
but I was commuting back and forth while living in Sydney. And I met
him once or twice in, in Parliament, where I was invited to just general
civic type receptions there, for, for things that are related to the, the
region. And, and then upon returning to Wagga, I'd met with Daryl a few
times. He's a busy man, a bit hard to nail down, so that's really our
relationship with, with him.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, and you, you've met with him a couple of times in Parliament
House for local events and functions -
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MCMULLEN:

Yeah, it's generally things like, you know, river, riv- things to do with
Riverina-

GRAINGER:

Sure.

MCMULLEN:

-and they want produce, local producers there, and people there.

GRAINGER:

So, in the times that you met Mr Maguire here in Wagga, were they at
the, your property, or was it in his office, or, where were they?

MCMULLEN:

I've met with Daryl in his office only once with a group of local
vignerons, just discuss opportunities there. And he has been out to, to
our homestead beforehand. And he's-

GRAINGER:

OK. So, what's-

MCMULLEN:

-he's brought, he's brought potential buyers to the, to our vineyard, to, to
show, well for us to show them our products, and to see if there was an
opportunity to export.

GRAINGER:

So, the potential buyers of wine, or potential-

MCMULLEN:

Wines.

GRAINGER:

-buyers of the estate?

MCMULLEN:

Yeah, well both in some cases, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

But no, this- they always say, "How much is the wine, and how much is
the place worth.” No, gen- just wine, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. Just wine.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. And so how many occasions has that occurred?

MCMULLEN:

Once, he's been out to our, our place, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. All right.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, you, you met once in his office-

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

-and once at your property?

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Have you met him anywhere else-

MCMULLEN:

Yes.
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GRAINGER:

-other than Parliament House?

MCMULLEN:

Yeah, look, I've spoken to him quite a lot. And, I did take Daryl to, he
came to China with me one time, on one trip – one trip. And, he
supported a - an event there for a customer of mine there.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

We'll come back to that. The, the meetings here in Wagga with Daryl,
has there been other places you have met him, other than that.

MCMULLEN:

No I just trying to think, I, a lot of our stuff it's, it's just been phone calls.

GRAINGER:

Telephone calls?

MCMULLEN:

Yeah. So, not, yeah.

GRAINGER:

All right. The, the business that, that you run, and Naomi Miller, is that
your wife's maiden name, is it?

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. And she's a, she's chief marketing officer as well, is she-

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- or that's a title that's-

MCMULLEN:

Self, self titled.

GRAINGER:

OK.
All right.
And is- do you have a, a email address
Borambola@icloud.com?

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So, who uses that address?

MCMULLEN:

Ah, look, it was- I, I, used it when I was, you know, travelling, so- but it's
now primarily, yeah, I don't, I don't even, I've just, I've switched
(UNDECIPHERABLE) using the- what's it sorry, the word, you know
the word they-

GRAINGER:

Do you mean office and (UNDECIPHERABLE)

MCMULLEN:

-sorry, I was using office, and now I am using gmail so-

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

-the, the, the-

GRAINGER:

Your distribution network for your product, how was that done?

MCMULLEN:

We have, we do all our distribution here within the Riverina, ourselves.
We have a distributor through a company called Inglewood Wine
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Merchants in Sydney, and they sort of cover a little bit of ACT. And
another one called, it was called Z4 Wines, and now it's called Regional
Wines, New South Wales, I think it's called, is the name- they only do
our wine and-sorry, our beer and our cider, now.
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GRAINGER:

So, other than wine, you make beer and cider too, do you?

MCMULLEN:

We do, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. On the same property?

MCMULLEN:

It's actually, none of it's made on the property. So, our, our wines are
actually made up in Murrumbateman, and we have our barrels and tanks-

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

MCMULLEN:

-in a winery up there.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

The beer's done by contract, and, and so is cider.

GRAINGER:

OK. Is that local, here in Wagga?

MCMULLEN:

Yes, yeah.

GRAINGER:

All right. What about, that's, that's domestic distribution, what about
overseas distribution, how's that handled.

MCMULLEN:

I do all that, so I handle all the export side of our business, well, all, yeah,
all export, so this is-

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

What's your percentage domestic versus international?

MCMULLEN:

Well, I should know that sort of information off hand, but it's, if we're
talking cases, is that, that what we doing, thing here? If you talking cases
then export-

GRAINGER:

Whatever you talk in, what, what-

MCMULLEN:

Well, we talk in cases, and it far exceeds what we do here. We produce
around 3000 cases here from our 10 hectares, or we can do about 7, but
we on-sell some of the fruit. But, so the export market, I'm generally
using another wine from somewhere else, sourced from somewhere else.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Is that the price point issue, is it? OK. And where do you predominantly
export to?
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MCMULLEN:

China.

GRAINGER:

Is that the only place you export to?

MCMULLEN:

No,

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

-we do other countries

GRAINGER:

Where, where else do you send to?

MCMULLEN:

We've, we've sent wines into Singapore, Korea, Holland, Denmark,
Norway, in, no, yeah, that's about it

GRAINGER:

So, is China the predominant export market you have?

MCMULLEN:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

And you, you've indicated that you obtain bulk wine and re-bottle and relabel that to send it to- so how have you cultivated those export options
to China?

MCMULLEN:

It, it came about through Austrade, my initial, my initial toe in the water,
I suppose to that. And, I was, you sort of have a local Austrade person,
and they invited, like, me along to a show to, that was attracting Chinese
people to a place, you know, it was a, a, I think it was the Business
Chamber in Sydney, North Sydney. So, I went along there, and everyone
had their wines there, and, and we were there, and we got some contacts.
And then eventually through that Austrade contact, I, I came in contact
with a Chinese lady and then from there the business has sort of
continued to grow.

GRAINGER:

What's the Chinese lady's name?

MCMULLEN:

Her name's Sarah Su.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And does she represent a company in China somewhere, or she just in,
an, an agent, importer type?

MCMULLEN:

It's always very difficult to ask what they do, because they, the Chinese
are traders, so to really understand what they do, is, is really hard. I
know Sarah's a, and I've dealt with her for may years now, as a, a
business woman, she's, at the moment she's working down on, you know,
on this, on, on the 36th floor of one of the, you know where the new
harbour development is, at Barangaroo. And she's helping with
construction there.

GRAINGER:

OK.
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MCMULLEN:

So, but I think she, you know, she, you know, we, we, we go for a label
and she's been, buying that sporadically over those number of years.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, is, is export to China a regular thing, you do it all the time-

MCMULLEN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

-is it? OK.

MCMULLEN:

It's not a, yeah, it's, it's a regular thing in terms of-

GRAINGER:

Have you been um, involved in either export of other things, other than
wine, cider and beer?

MCMULLEN:

I've only exported wine.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Have you, have there been times where you've considered exporting milk
powder or olive oil, or anything like that at all?

MCMULLEN:

Yeah, I, you get, as I said, with the Chinese, they're traders, so we, we get
convers-yeah, correspondence all the time, saying, Oh, you only do wine,
what else do you do? And it's, like, Well, that's what we do, that's theth- that's our, that's our business. But then it will be beef, it'll be milk
powder, it'll be olive oil, you know, it's, it's a regular occurrence to get
those sort of requests. Whatever's hot and what's happening and it's, it
just seems to spread like wildfire

GRAINGER:

Has Daryl pointed you in that direction at all?

MCMULLEN:

Look, I, I would say, yes, I'd- in terms of he may of requested, Do you
have anyone who can, can give me, you know, I'm just speaking off the
top of my head here, but, I, not something that really rings clear with me,
him asking that question. But it wouldn't surprise me, 'cause I've had
many other of my Chinese customers ask the same question. -

GRAINGER:

So, you indicated you suspect that Daryl has asked you that, is that, the,
my understanding of what you said?

MCMULLEN:

I'm just trying to recall. See, I, I'm, I don't have a clear-

GRAINGER:

Recollection.

MCMULLEN:

-got, yeah, recollection of, of him saying that to me.

GRAINGER:

So if-

MCMULLEN:

But if someone asks, generally I would go and try and see what I can find
out.
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GRAINGER:

OK. So, if, if Daryl had said that to you, and I, I take on board, you don't
have a clear recollection whether he did or did not, who do you suspect
Daryl was acting for?

MCMULLEN:

No, idea, yeah, a Chinese customer, I would suggest.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah, you know, and, and opportunity over, you know, seas, but, I, in, in,
hindsight now, you know, he, he would know who, who would produce
olive oil, or milk powder in this area anyway, and wouldn't probably
contact me, but certainly, I have strong recollections of other customers
asking me the same question.

GRAINGER:

As in Chinese customers, or-

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. And do they come, the Chinese customers come to you directly, or
is there and intermediary between them and you?

MCMULLEN:

They come to me directly, and, no, and generally on behalf of someone
that they acting on behalf of.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

If that makes sense.

GRAINGER:

Yep. I'm just gunna go through the material you provided the
Commission now. OK. Now the first document is, then I'll, these have
some reference numbers on them, which are Commission reference
numbers that we can keep track of what document's what. This is
reference D-1-0-5-5-8-6-41, and it's an agreement to supply of some of
your wines, and was to a Mr William Chu, of Golden Glory petropropriety limited. And I'll show you the document so you can make sure
it's the-

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

-right one. Just show youthat one.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

That-

MCMULLEN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

You happy that's one you provided with the Commission?

MCMULLEN:

Yeah, yeah. That's right.

GRAINGER:

So, well, just tell me about what this about, how it came about.
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MCMULLEN:

I, I had a call initially from, from Phil, from Phil Elliott, just saying that
there was a, ‘Can I provide some wine’, and ‘this is the sort of price
point’, and I said ‘I could’. This gentleman here I believe is director, oh
sorry, president of the Australian Chinese Friendship sort of and the wine
was sourced and provided for a fundraiser. And, and then we, and then
that, that, which I fulfilled, and then we shipped the wine to Sydney, and
we paid Gateway commission on that, for-

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

-for that sale.

GRAINGER:

So, how do you know Phil?

MCMULLEN:

I met him just one, I'm just trying to think, we, we had a meeting and the,
I think it was the same meeting that we had in Daryl's office one day, and
it was just a, a meeting, where there was myself and other local guys, and
they had an idea, and a thought, and whether we wanted to be involved in
that, that thought.

GRAINGER:

As in Daryl and Phil had a thought?

MCMULLEN:

Well, yes, had a, yeah (UNDECIPHERABLE)

GRAINGER:

Tell us about the meeting.

MCMULLEN:

Well I, it was, it was about setting up a, a, a you know a, place where
people could come to- well, and source products from Riverina,
basically. So, we being the wine producers then we could provide wine.
And for me it just wasn't really something that we could work with,
because it, you know, I'm the person to sell my own wine, and why I
sitting up in a, you know, in a, I know people can come there, but then
they've got to open the bottles of wine, everyone wants to taste, that's
how wine works. So, the amount of wine to send up there, how is it
being stored? How is it being looked after? Who, who's opening it,
when's it being closed, you know, it's all that kind of stuff. Just didn't
seem that we could really, it's just not a product that's sitting in a, in a
package that can be opened easily and, and kept in a good condition for
the customer to, to try.

GRAINGER:

So, what, what was the idea that, somewhere they're going to build was it
that was going to be-

MCMULLEN:

It was a, office, I think they'd been given, or there was some office space
that they had. And it's a normal sort of Chinese way to, to go about
business, they'll have a whole floor of, you know, I've seen a whole
floors of Australian wines, whole floors of French wines, and, and flight
the, and then sales attendants sort of standing around, you know, to meet
and greet people, and, and do some tastings, and stuff like that.

GRAINGER:

Was it part of a larger centre, the proposal?
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MCMULLEN:

It, it would be in a la- I think, yeah, part of, in a, in a larger building you
mean, yeah, not just and individual building, just for that, no. It was, it
was office space, like, like, mine

GRAINGER:

There was a proposal here that Mr Maguire floated, oh, a few years back,
would have been 2012, 2013, called the, the Waiyu or Wai-Ay-You
Trade Centre.

MCMULLEN:

Here in Wagga?

GRAINGER:

Yes.

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

You recall that?

MCMULLEN:

Yeah, I'm aware, I didn't know the name of it, but I'm aware of it.

GRAINGER:

Is that the same thing we're talking about?

MCMULLEN:

Yeah, I think it's a, it was a, yeah, once again, a place, an exhibition's
place for, local, local products, where people could fly in and, and, you
know, view it all rather than having to be, you know, dragged around the
countryside.

GRAINGER:

So, you, you were there for the wine, who else was there?

MCMULLEN:

That meeting was Gerry from Cottontails, yeah, wines here, local winery
here. Phil and, and Daryl, there was only the, yeah, the four of us.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, there's, there's four of you-

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- so, the two, owners of two vineyards, and, and wine producers. So, was
the proposal just for wine, or was it other products as well?

MCMULLEN:

Oh, I'd got the in- yeah, no definitely I got the, the indication it was going
be for products that we produce here in the local region.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, just, just run me through what you were told, best to your
recollection.

MCMULLEN:

So, it was a Sunday morning, early.

FOX:

So, how far did- this is 27, 20th of September 2012-

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

FOX:

-so, time wise, how long before this agreement was it? I'm assuming it
predate, it predated this agreement.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah, look I, I actually I have no idea of the date, 'cause I, I, I'm pretty
sure I wasn't living, in, in, I'm, I'm pretty sure that I was, living in, in
Wagga at that time, so it was pre 15, and-
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FOX:

And pre this document.

MCMULLEN:

Nuh.

FOX:

Pre this agreement?

MCMULLEN:

I, I think probably, I'm thinking past this document date.

FOX:

Oh, OK.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah. And I think I was back doing a, a wedding at our venue, and then,
yeah. And I said, Well, I, I can only do Sunday morning and, 'cause I’m
heading back to Sydney. Yeah. Oh, I'm sorry, I'm being a bit vague.

FOX:

That's right, no that's fine.

MCMULLEN:

I'm just-

GRAINGER:

That's fine.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, we're just trying to, sort of put the time and places together. So, from
what you just said, that this document was, ah, sorry, before the meeting-

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

-where in Daryl's office with Gerry McCormick, and Phil and Daryl, and
yourself. So, I'll just finish with that meeting, what do you recall was
said, the best you can do.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah. Well, yes, the really just discussion around, here's an opportunity,
are you guys on board, like, we're, we're thinking about the, getting this,
this space where you can have your wines set there, and, and displayed,
so that as the market grows there's opportunity there for you to, to fulfil
it. But, and, I, I've got a bit more, I think I've a little, sometimes a little
bit more experience than some of the people around town, in terms of
what we've done in China, we've been, you know, for a small family
business, we've done pretty well up there.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

And, and New South Wales Government has an incentive to do the same
thing, and I know a few of the vineyards jumped on board to, to wineries,
local wineries to do the same thing in Shanghai. And then they went, I
think it was, it was about $8000.00 to, to have your wines displayed up
there for a year, and then of course the cost of getting up there, setting up
there, and all the reasons that I mentioned, probably, just, just wasn't a
viable thing for me.

GRAINGER:

So, in, in this discussion with the, the four of you, what was Phil Elliott's
role?

MCMULLEN:

G8way, yeah, he was there from G8way.
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GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And what was Daryl's role?

MCMULLEN:

He was just facilitating the, the G8way meeting, I suppose, just to say,
here's Phil's business, he's looking at doing this in China, and he's
looking at getting other people on board, are you guys, would you guys
be interested?

GRAINGER:

OK. Did Daryl have some link to G8way?

MCMULLEN:

He didn't indicate that to me, no.

GRAINGER:

Just, so going back to when you fist met Phil, and this, this document's
dated 2012, in September, you, you obviously you must of met him
sometime before that. Do you, can you recall when, when or who you
actually met him?

MCMULLEN:

I, I can't actually, I, but I just, I just know that he had a, you know, he
was looking to, to do things in, in China. And in multiple things, and
under a brand, a G8way brand. I didn't really let on that I was actually,
what I was doing out there at the time (UNDECIPHERABLE)

FOX:

So, did, just clarify that, Mr Maguire introduced you initially to Mr
Elliott?

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

FOX:

So, that's, that's how the connection was made.

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

FOX:

Right. And can you just explain to us, the very first time you were told
about G8way, who told you, what they told you?

MCMULLEN:

I think it was, well, Phil that, that gave me run down on what he planning
to do in China.

FOX:

Yeah.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah. Yeah.

FOX:

Was that the first meeting you had with him?

MCMULLEN:

Well, discussions here, but then around, like, this first thing was all, more
emails around this, this sort of stuff.

FOX:

Sure.

MCMULLEN:

'Cause I was in, in Sydney and just as to, to fulfil it for the sin- for this
fundraiser, but in terms of, the, in terms of Phil's involvement there with,
with that meeting it was yeah, more just about him telling us, what he
wanted to, the, the, his dream, I suppose, for the, for China.
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GRAINGER:

And what was his dream for China?

MCMULLEN:

Oh, to have, a, you know, local businesses jumping on board, and he- and
him providing a, a platform to do it, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Was he to get a commission payment out of that?

MCMULLEN:

Well, he, he did in terms of, eh, the business that we did with him that
one time.

GRAINGER:

But so, so, his vision for China, what was in it for him?

MCMULLEN:

Well, I think he was a, yeah, the, the meeting guy, he was the, the guy,
the introductory guy. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. And as a normal course of events that introducer does, receive
some commission payment for, for activities.

MCMULLEN:

It's interesting, yeah, some, some, some do, and some don't. But
certainly it's, it's not, that, that would be my first, my, my first question to
any of my customers, if they were coming to me, in a, you know, if we
were in a, a meeting to, like we are, say the three of us now, and you
were the customer and you had introduced, like, I wouldn't be talking
price until I'd clarified what-

GRAINGER:

What their cut's gunna be.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah. Exactly.

GRAINGER:

OK. And who usually pays the, the supplier or the purchaser?

MCMULLEN:

Well, it's, well, the, the sup-so, so, it depends though, if I'm selling
directly to you, then, the, the kickback, commission goes to the
introductory, introduction by me.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

So, that, that pri-we, we agree price, they agree what they, what they
want. If they can make it stick, then that's all well and good.

GRAINGER:

So, in, in relation to the, the agreement that we've discussed with the Mr
Chiu from Golden Glory Pty Limited you would provide these wines
with particular labels for a fundraiser, as you've said, and there was to be
a commission payment to Mr Elliott because he brought this business to
you. Is that correct?

MCMULLEN:

Correct. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

So, he had- we agreed the price with Phil, and then-

GRAINGER:

You portion off his Commission payment, when you are paid by the
purchaser.
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MCMULLEN:

Paid by him, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, with this, did you asked, did you ask Phil, how Phil was
involved in this at all, how did Phil get to know who William Chiu was?

MCMULLEN:

Well, I, I think the contact came through from Daryl.

GRAINGER:

Through Daryl?

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, is- how did you form that view?

MCMULLEN:

Oh, look, I, I there was a conversation there with Daryl in terms of that
he'd, you know, he just said that this is a, an audit come through, and he
steered the business to, to us to fulfil this, being a local operator, he's sort
of took that view that he'd-

GRAINGER:

Sure.

MCMULLEN:

-rather than go with someone else, I suppose. And yeah, so I- and I think
that with, you know, with politicians and him being involved with the
Chinese aus- New South Wales Government, Chinese comunrelationships, I presumed it was a, a relationship that they had.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, when, when we had this conversation with Daryl, where was it?
On the phone or-

MCMULLEN:

On the phone, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Right.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And he said to you that, that, paraphrasing what you've said, you said that
he'd organised this and he steered it to you.

MCMULLEN:

Well, it's- the first contact was with, with Phil at G8way, I th- and then
Daryl then contacted me, and then said, "Look, I've, I've got this
opportunity for you to- if you want to fulfil the, the order."

GRAINGER:

OK. So, Phil contacted you about the order and then-

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

-and then Daryl then also contacted you about the order, is that, that right
sequence?

MCMULLEN:

In, in the way that, it- to say- look, you know, just to let me know that
I'm, you know, that he's looking after us, in terms of, you know, it's, it's
not going go out of Mudgee, or it's not coming out of, you know-

GRAINGER:

Oh, OK.
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MCMULLEN:

- yeah, that, wa- that way. You know. So, you know, I'm, I'm giving to a
local operator here, it's not, we're not giving it to a-

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

-I'm not going to go down the road to, you know, the Hunter Valley or
something, is the way I certainly interpreted it, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Did that strike you as somewhat unusual, the Local Member of
Parliament is involved in some business transaction with a, a Chinese
entity in Sydney?

MCMULLEN:

No, it didn't. I, I was just happy to get the order, to be honest. You
know, you know, it was a, a, it's a ver- you know, it's just a substantial
order.

GRAINGER:

Substantial order.

MCMULLEN:

It's not expensive wine, but, you know, it's these orders are always
substantial, the Chinese order in 20 foot containers at a time. And they,
they pay up front, and it's, you know, it's much easier than dealing with-

GRAINGER:

It's money in your pocket.

MCMULLEN:

It's money in our pocket, yeah, it's tougher in-

GRAINGER:

Sure.

MCMULLEN:

- in the restaurant world, where you go there, and spend 3 months trying
to get in the door, and then they take one bottle, you know-

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

MCMULLEN:

-case of wine, they don't pay you for 3 months, and then go bust or
something

GRAINGER:

OK. So with this, was this your state grade wine, or one of the ones you
sourced?

MCMULLEN:

No, I sourced this wine.

FOX:

Did Daryl tell you, how he came upon this opportunity?

MCMULLEN:

He- yes, well it was- he just said is- there's a- this speak to William, to
William Chiu, and you deal with him now. So do all the- get payments
and fulfilment and you sent him the, the agreement-

FOX:

Sure.

MCMULLEN:

-and he’ll sign off and that, and that was really all.

FOX:

But how did he get the- become of this opportunity, did he tell you?
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MCMULLEN:

No, no, he didn't tell me, but I- assuming by the, the label that was
printed specifically, I- yeah, I, I, thought it was some sort of business,
yeah, deal.

GRAINGER:

I'm just going to show you an, an email, and it's Commission reference
D-1-0-4-2-8-0-1-9. And this is an email chain, from- of emails. And it
starts with one from, from you. Sorry, just make sure that's correct, yes,
it does. Starts from one from you on the 14th of December 2012, at 9am,
and it talks about the price of certain wines and corks and that sort of
thing. Then Daryl replies to you, and said, "Some samples left for China
this morning. I'll get, get you to read through that email, and see if that
jogs your memory, and it starts at the bottom, like, like, all emails do.
OK. So, do you recall this, this email conversation?

MCMULLEN:

Yes, look, I, I, I have dropped samples of wine into, to Daryl at his- to his
secretaries there.

GRAINGER:

At the Electoral Office here in Wagga?

MCMULLEN:

No, no in Sydney-

GRAINGER:

In Sydney.

MCMULLEN:

-'cause, I, I, was in Sydney. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

So, I've never dropped any wine in, in Wagga it's always-

GRAINGER:

OK. So, tell us about that, what was the-

MCMULLEN:

These are all about opportunities, to, to export our wine, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

So, which is normal, I would, I would be more than happy for- and if
someone can get it to China for me, then that's, that's great. I, I believe
this refers to a particular customer, but I, we'd never actually did any
what- business with this customer. I mean there, there were often
opportunities to, to give wine and provide samples, but we only had the
one win.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

That was the one we're talking about here, is it?

MCMULLEN:

Correct, yeah.

GRAINGER:

The, the, the ACDR and ACPPRC ones that- they reflect in the earlier
invoice.

MCMULLEN:

Correct, yeah.
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GRAINGER:

Is it- so, in this email- you start off with, I just read it for the record. Just,
you say, "Hi, Daryl, just to confirm the cost for a 31 centimetre bottle
and cork is $2.00 per case of 12 bottles. I dropped off 6 bottles of Shiraz
and 6 bottles of Cabernet Sauvignon to Becky yesterday.

MCMULLEN:

Correct.

GRAINGER:

So, Becky is the, the secretary you were talking about, your staff
member.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah, he's assistant there, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Was that in Parliament House?

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Daryl replies on the 14th of December 2012, "Thanks Tim, some samples
left for China this morning, thank you. I'll pass the cost onto the
customer this morning. As a sweetener, we could offer 42, $42.00 which
is the price I quoted originally to her, all inclusive. Regards, Daryl”.
What's that about?

MCMULLEN:

So, I, I would give a- that's my net price, the net, net price, and then he
want- he was- be selling it to them at 40, $40.00 odd dollars, or-

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

MCMULLEN:

-maybe.

GRAINGER:

So, "Samples left for China this morning, thank you. I will pass the cost
onto the customer this morning does that-

MCMULLEN:

Yeah, right-

GRAINGER:

-does that relate to the samples that went across there?

MCMULLEN:

No, the pricing of the, the a-

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

-what a container would cost, what, what it- if they ordered a container,
what it, what it would cost.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

"As a sweetener, we could offer $42.00 which is the price I have
originally quoted to her, all inclusive." So, $40.00 is that for a box of
wine-

MCMULLEN:

Yes-

GRAINGER:

-a carton-

MCMULLEN:

-carton-
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GRAINGER:

-12 carton.

MCMULLEN:

-carton of 12-

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

-well, yes, it would in that, that case.

GRAINGER:

"Regards, Daryl." So, Daryl is acting as the intermediatary between
someone in China and you?

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And you said, "Great, thanks Daryl, are you winding down for
Christmas?" And he replied on the 12th of December, which appears to
be sent to you. No, I'll rephrase that, I think this was actually sent to Phil
Elliott. "Can you invoice Tim McMullen of Borambola Wines, 1176
cartons of Cabernet Sauvignon, the ACPPRC label delivered to Sydney,
agreed commission of $3.00 per carton." So, Daryl is telling Phil to
invoice you, and Daryl is telling Phil what the commission is going to be.
So, did you discuss with Daryl, what the commission he was going to-

MCMULLEN:

No - I don’t

FOX:

Isn't it because there he's saying 42, and yet the agreement says 39, so
therefore the difference is commission.

MCMULLEN:

I think this refers to a different wine all together.

FOX:

Is that a different wine?

MCMULLEN:

That's diff- something different all together.

FOX:

What is-

MCMULLEN:

There was just a-

GRAINGER:

I think there's two parts to this email.

MCMULLEN:

So, this is, this is for a, a-

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

MCMULLEN:

-someone in China, this person's not in China.

FOX:

Right.

GRAINGER:

So, the first part of the email, with you and, and Daryl relates to these
samples going to China with the $42.00 per carton?

MCMULLEN:

Mmm.
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GRAINGER:

This then relates to the- this invoice-

MCMULLEN:

Correct.

GRAINGER:

- with an agreed commission of $39.00, so $3.00 per carton.

FOX:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, the price, I think, is the same for the wines-

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

-but you're dealing with this company, instead of the China one, to send
it to. And the commission Daryl has asked Phil to apply is $3.00 per, per
carton.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. And there's 1176 cartons.

MCMULLEN:

Correct.

GRAINGER:

That's a lot of wine

MCMULLEN:

It is. Yeah, so they had 588 of each variety.

GRAINGER:

Did you it was for some fundraising function?

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

That's a lot of fundraising.

MCMULLEN:

It, it is, I suggest that it wasn't used that night-

GRAINGER:

What, yeah-

MCMULLEN:

-that's for sure.

GRAINGER:

-what-1176 cartons, is that one container, or was-

MCMULLEN:

That, that's what fits in a 20 foot container.

GRAINGER:

One 20 foot container, is it?

MCMULLEN:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, you've charged this per- the, the, people, the 39 plus the 3, so you can
pay the 3 to G8way, is that right?

MCMULLEN:

No.

GRAINGER:

No, got that wrong?

Volume 27

1224

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

MCMULLEN:

No, no. I, I think, this is something dif- different all together. This refers
to a price that Daryl's told this customer, this lady I think-

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

MCMULLEN:

- what the price would be to purchase the wine, at $42.00 a case. This
price here which he was invoiced for-

GRAINGER:

Yes.

MCMULLEN:

-is $39.00 a case-

GRAINGER:

Yes.

MCMULLEN:

- and then a commission went to-

GRAINGER:

G8way.

MCMULLEN:

-G8way.

GRAINGER:

OK. I'm with you. So, there's two separate things-

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, this, this conversation here of the 1176 cases of Cabernet Sauvignon,
delivered to Sydney at the agreed commission of $3.00 per case-

MCMULLEN:

Correct.

GRAINGER:

-he says in this email. So, that's this matter?

MCMULLEN:

Yeah. Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, we're talking about two different-

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

-so, one email chain-

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

-I'm with it, with the programme, now. Sorry.

MCMULLEN:

That's OK.

GRAINGER:

Had you agreed with Phil Elliott about what his commission was to be?

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And that was $3.00 a case-

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

-was it?

MCMULLEN:

Correct.
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GRAINGER:

OK. Had you- did you tell Daryl that as well?

MCMULLEN:

They told me what commission was and he told- the- Phil told me what
the commission would be, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. So-

MCMULLEN:

And I just- I said, "Well, yeah, what do you want?" And he, you know,
so I just added it to the price, 'cause I'm not going to, wasn't going to
lower my margins.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, if he had said $10.00 a case, you would of gone, "OK."

MCMULLEN:

If you can get $10.00 a case, that's-

GRAINGER:

Good for you.

MCMULLEN:

-go for it, you know, it's the Chinese-

FOX:

The customers will just pay that.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah, exactly-

FOX:

Yeah.

MCMULLEN:

I mean it's a, it's a very difficult market in terms of the perceived cost ofyeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FOX:

Do you know what the specific fundraiser was, in relation to the William
Chiu Golden Glory Propriety Limited, do you?

MCMULLEN:

Yeah, no it was, it was to- all to do with this, this business here, I'd have
to-

FOX:

Yeah.

MCMULLEN:

-Google it to find out what it is, but it's Australian China, something,
something, something. Yeah, so it's, would, would be to do specifically
with that event.

FOX:

Something like, Friends of China?

MCMULLEN:

Correct, yeah, yeah. And William, I believe, was like a, a President or a
senior person.

FOX:

OK.

GRAINGER:

So, the invoice was drawn up and paid by the, the purchaser, Mr Chiu-

MCMULLEN:

Correct.

GRAINGER:

-and then you made a payment to G8way, of the agreed amount-

MCMULLEN:

Yes.
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GRAINGER:

-of, of $3.00 per carton. Is that right?

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So, did, did they give you an invoice of something for you to pay upon?

MCMULLEN:

I don't- we- my accountant and I did have a good look, and I don't recall
that being the case, it was just something that we, that we agreed on.

GRAINGER:

So, you had to get, had to get their bank details from somewhere to pay
them the commission. True?

MCMULLEN:

Yeah, true, so it would have been in those, probably those old emails
that, you know, were in my, the old system, I suppose. Yeah. I would
have had to got those from somewhere.

GRAINGER:

So, in the document you provided us, which was D-1-0-5-1-5-8-7, 8-5-7,2
it indicates in the 28th of February 2013, you paid G8way International
$3528.00. And there's a second page to the document that's- I want to
question you about. The second page here- and we can see the payments
from Golden Glory coming in, they've split the payments into the three
payments, for some reason. I assume one's freight, and is the cost of the
wine. These other people involved, AWCCP, Vendola, Lotus Hill, who
are they?

MCMULLEN:

They're Chinese, and they're all my customers.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Do you- they're all your personal customers-

MCMULLEN:

Correct.

GRAINGER:

They're not ones that have been introduced to you by G8way?

MCMULLEN:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK. Right.

MCMULLEN:

No.

GRAINGER:

Do you have a- when you do your MYOB, is there one section for China,
and one section for something else, or-

MCMULLEN:

Correct.

GRAINGER:

There is, OK.

MCMULLEN:

Well, there's each, each export is it's own little profit-

GRAINGER:

OK.

5

10

15

20

25

30

2

D10515857

Volume 27

1227

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

MCMULLEN:

-centre

GRAINGER:

So, why is this one grouped in with, with the G8way sale? Because it'sit didn't go to China, it went to-

MCMULLEN:

Correct. Well, at the time, when I- well, I just, I just put it in the Chinese
because I, 'cause they were Chinese, and-

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

-yeah, it wasn't like it was, yeah, yeah. And also, it, you know, it was, it
wasn’t our wine, as well, so.

GRAINGER:

You, you said that you delivered some samples up to Daryl's office forand you spoke with, with Rebecca, or Becky, Beck Cartwright, I think
her name is, from memory. And you've- was there some issue in relation
to the delivery of that wine? Was it that- go to the wrong place or
something like that, do you remember that?

MCMULLEN:

The- it was a warehouse in Sydney, I remember that. We- it came in,
like, you could see by our terms, yeah, that the payments were staggered
as well, but not unusual. Yeah, I sort of do recall there was a problem
that-

GRAINGER:

Not, not, not this one, a later- the samples was delivered to Rebecca
Cartwright.

MCMULLEN:

Right.

GRAINGER:

In, in March 2016, there was an email by a purchase- a person by the
name of William Luong.

MCMULLEN:

William Duong, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Luong, L-U-O-N-G. and he had an office in the MLC Tower.

MCMULLEN:

Yes, Correct.

GRAINGER:

OK. Tell me about- how did you come to drop samples off for this
person?

MCMULLEN:

Once again it was a, a contact from Daryl, who suggested that I drop
some wines off, and do a tasting with him. Yeah. So, which I did, yeah,
do -

GRAINGER:

And do you drop the samples there?

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, yeah.

MCMULLEN:

I, like- yeah, personally.

GRAINGER:

Personally? Where, where they- the wrong wine of something was sent,
or-
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MCMULLEN:

No, no.

GRAINGER:

No.

MCMULLEN:

I, I just took in a, a sort of, like, I'd take, normally take in a range of price
point, that they've, we're trying to achieve. Yeah. But I don't, don't recall
being the wrong wine.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

No.

GRAINGER:

Do you remember Mr Luong's office in the MLC Tower, was it his office
alone, or was it a shared type of arrangement?

MCMULLEN:

No, I believe it was all his office, it was a large office, yeah, like half a,
looked like about half a floor, if I remember rightly, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Do you remember a person by the name of Nicole Hatton?

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. She was one of the other staff in the office, in Sydney. She sent an
email to William saying, "Tim has already taken back the wrongly
delivered wine, on the day, and what I need from you are those wines
supposedly delivered to my office." Does that ring a bell to you at all?

MCMULLEN:

No, it doesn't actually. No, it doesn't. But, no.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

But I do remember the meeting, I do remember taking the wines in.

FOX:

What was the objective of that, as far as you were aware?

MCMULLEN:

To get- potential sale, yeah.

FOX:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Did Daryl tell you who this person was, like, William Luong?

MCMULLEN:

No.

GRAINGER:

No, nuh.

MCMULLEN:

No.

GRAINGER:

So, Tim, this might be an opportunity, or words to that-

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.
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GRAINGER:

-effect?

MCMULLEN:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

OK. I mentioned- remember I asked you about olive oil and products
like that before?

MCMULLEN:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

When you had the meeting with- in Daryl's office, with Mr McCormick
and Phil Elliott, and you indicated that there was discussion about show
casing wines at that point in time, in, the- in a retail sort of, you know,
environment where they, people come and taste, and we've spoke milk
powder and beef and other things, was there a discussion at that point of
that meeting about making this a holistic type thing, a whole Riverina
type thing, with olive oil and that type of thing.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah, that was my, feeling-

GRAINGER:

Right, right.

MCMULLEN:

-wasn't just going to be a wine thing-

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

-it was going be a holistic thing

GRAINGER:

But that- as you said, that's something that you can't provide?

MCMULLEN:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK. The series of emails here that I'm just, I, I, just want to comment on,
please, it's an email the 2nd of September 2013, and that's the last email
in the chain, it's a, an email between yourself and Rebecca Cartwright,
which is copied to Daryl. Start from the bottom again, which contains
some emails between Daryl and some, someone called Vivy, V-I-V-Y,
do you know that name?

MCMULLEN:

Yeah, the Vivian, like, Viv- yeah, Vivian.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, who's, who's' Vivian?

MCMULLEN:

Chinese person in China. And (UNDECIPHERABLE) all, like, I do
recall her name, though.

GRAINGER:

Did you meet her, or you-

MCMULLEN:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

No, never met her.

GRAINGER:

And, and do you remember what the proposal was with Vivian?

MCMULLEN:

No, no I don't.
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GRAINGER:

OK. Let's have a look at this email, and see if that helps you, helps your
memory at all.

MCMULLEN:

OK.

GRAINGER:

Do you re- recall that now?

MCMULLEN:

I know, I, I, remember, I know Vivi, Vivian, I remember that, and, and
her email address looks familiar to me.

GRAINGER:

So, you, you see in that, that Daryl is trying to sell olive and something
else through you-

MCMULLEN:

Not through me-

GRAINGER:

That's what with, with being supplied by you to China, no?

MCMULLEN:

No.

GRAINGER:

Have I read that wrong?

MCMULLEN:

You read it wrong, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. My mistake, I have read it wrong. "G'day Tim, I'm exiting
through Shanghai on Wednesday, have arranged to take samples for Vivi
of olive oil."

MCMULLEN:

That's right, and then-

GRAINGER:

"I offered to take some more wine samples. William said I could his,
have you got a foam box or two, to pick them up. So, he-

MCMULLEN:

So, he's-

GRAINGER:

-he so that olive he was providing to Vivian wasn't being sourced through
you?

MCMULLEN:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK. And this relates to-

MCMULLEN:

The wine.

GRAINGER:

-Daryl wanting to use a sample she provided to William, to take to China
with him.

MCMULLEN:

Sounds like- yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you know if that occurred?

MCMULLEN:

I don't, I don't know. I, I probably, probably did.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you recall going to a, a G8way international lunch that was held
at a hotel in Ashfield, 2016?

MCMULLEN:

Never went there
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GRAINGER:

Didn't go?

MCMULLEN:

No.

GRAINGER:

Did you get an invite?

MCMULLEN:

No, I don't think I did.

GRAINGER:

It was called the G8way International Chinese New Year Networking
Lunch, and it was supposed to be at the Crocodile Farm Hotel in
Ashfield, on the 25th of February 2015.

MCMULLEN:

Nuh.

GRAINGER:

You were definitely on the invite list.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah, I heard, I heard about it. I, I didn't go, but the Croco- something
about that Crocodile Farm thing rings a bell, and I don't know what it
(UNDECIPHERABLE)

FOX:

Not the Crocodile Farm's in Ashfield.

MCMULLEN:

No.

GRAINGER:

No. Crocodile- something, hotel-

MCMULLEN:

Hotel, yeah, it-

GRAINGER:

-whatever that-

MCMULLEN:

-was-

GRAINGER:

-I've go no idea what it is, but-

MCMULLEN:

Yeah. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, you didn't go?

MCMULLEN:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, do you recall receiving an invitation to go?

MCMULLEN:

I don't. No.

GRAINGER:

OK. We mentioned briefly, Nicole Hatton, which was one of his sta- Mr
Maguire's staffers in Parliament House. Do you know of any link
between Nicole and G8way?

MCMULLEN:

I don't, no.

GRAINGER:

OK. And the- your recollection and what you provided to us, is that
there was only one commission payment to G8way and that was for that
fundraising block of wine.

MCMULLEN:

Absolutely correct, yeah.
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GRAINGER:

Yeah. Did Phil Elliott ever discuss with you a- sorry, I'll rephrase that.
Do you know someone by the name of Gordon Tse?

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

How do you know Gordon?

MCMULLEN:

Gordon, used to live in Wagga, I believe, so I've met him, I met him- the
first time I met him was in, in Wagga here, his mother owned a Chinese
restaurant here. And then- and, I, I know that he's a friend of Daryl's and
he owns a, a chain of restaurants in, in Southern China. Yeah. Cau-

GRAINGER:

Does he stock your wine?

MCMULLEN:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

He's never, never bought any of my wines.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall ever discussing with Phil Elliott about a magazine that
Gordon had, that was promoting products in China?

MCMULLEN:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

My only dealings with Gordon was to- as a, a source to, he was looking
to getting some back here, some material stuff that he was looking but
never, we never did any business together.

GRAINGER:

The- Phil Elliott sent Daryl an email saying, sorry, I'll rephrase that,
Daryl sent Phil Elliott an email, "G'day, here's the advert for Gordon's
magazine, I'm sure Yoko..” Do you know Yoko?

MCMULLEN:

Yeah, Yoko's Gordon's assistant.

GRAINGER:

-"And the girls will develop much better than I. What do you want me to
do with Julian?" do you who Julian is?

MCMULLEN:

My assumption, it's Julian here in Wagga, can you give me a surname?

FOX:

McLaren.

GRAINGER:

McLaren.

MCMULLEN:

McLaren.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, and what do you know of Julian?

MCMULLEN:

Very little. I, I believe he's on- he was a councillor.

GRAINGER:

OK. Have you met him before?

MCMULLEN:

No, I've never met him.
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GRAINGER:

OK. Later on it says, "Our members already in Australia will be, Richard
Allsopp, Sean, the Wagga Wagga Business Chamber, the Wagga RSL
and Commercial Club and your winery, and Jeff from Coota. So, "Our
members already in Australia will be, Borambola Wines." Were you a
member of something that was being conducted by Phil Elliott?

MCMULLEN:

Only that potentially that I was a supplier for that, for G8way, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, were you-

MCMULLEN:

I wasn't inducted or anything.

GRAINGER:

G8way, form my understanding was part of a, a business club type thing
that made introductions to people in China-

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- and they did that on the base of an, an annual fee that was paid to them,
$1000.00, $500.00, something that was a nominal fee, did you pay that
fee?

MCMULLEN:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

No. I and I was never a member, as such-

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

- I never-

GRAINGER:

Obviously, Daryl thought you were.

MCMULLEN:

Yes. Well, you know, we never paid anything, if we're on board, is,
there's an opportunity definitely, we're on board.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you know who Humphrey is?

MCMULLEN:

No, I don't.

GRAINGER:

And what about Jeff from Coota, do you know what- I assume that
Cootamundra.

MCMULLEN:

Yes. I don't know.

GRAINGER:

What about Richard Allsopp, do you know him?

MCMULLEN:

Yes, I do.

GRAINGER:

Who's that?

MCMULLEN:

I actually went to school with him in-

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

- in Sydney. So, but, yeah, he's a businessman here in Wagga.
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GRAINGER:

And what does he do, or sell, or produce?

MCMULLEN:

Well, he, he owned a, well a very successful business here, called
Rundles, which was bought out by Pickles, the auctioneers.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah. That-

GRAINGER:

So, he's an auctioneer, he was an auctioneer, or he still is?

MCMULLEN:

Well, once, I think they're always an auctioneer, those guys, but they,
yeah, he sold his business to Pickles, so he's no longer, in, in that game.

GRAINGER:

What's he doing now?

MCMULLEN:

No, idea, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

He's investing in- he's investing his-

GRAINGER:

Enjoying his retirement money. Yeah.

MCMULLEN:

He's done well.

GRAINGER:

And Sean, do you know who Sean is?

MCMULLEN:

No, I don't know.

GRAINGER:

OK. And the Wagga Business Chamber, we know who that is.

MCMULLEN:

Well, I think that my, I'm on the board of the Wagga Business Chamber
just recently.

GRAINGER:

OK. So was Phil Elliott on the board at some point in time?

MCMULLEN:

I was gunna say that Julian was on the board.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

That’s what I, I think but I, I can confirm to you that I just don’t know.

GRAINGER:

That’s all right.

MCMULLEN:

I don’t know. Just -

GRAINGER:

And the Wagga RSL and commercial club, we know that Phil Mr Elliott is on the board of that entity.

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

Mmm.
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GRAINGER:

So Daryl seems to think for some reason you're part of G8way and we
know that you know Gordon and Yoko. Daryl later on replies and says,
"Add Gordon's friend Kent in Zhuhai". Do you know who Kent is at all?

MCMULLEN:

No.

GRAINGER:

He's buying wine from Berton. Who's Berton?

MCMULLEN:

Berton Wines is over in Griffith.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

Very, very big winery over there.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

They’ve got family over at this big winery here.

GRAINGER:

It says, “…we have arranged. He's the fellow I took to Griffith in
October and also he friend William Luong who lives part time in
Australia and Guangzhou. He is a fellow I have put in touch with about
the milk powder factory. Sean will give us a testimonial.” Does that ring
bells to you at all?

MCMULLEN:

No, but when I've spoken to Daryl, you know he's - I know he's been
working with business people to, you know - enhance their business,
connect them up and get things going. You know, I think he's, he's done
a bit of that 'round, you know, the Riverina, in terms of , you know,
there's, you know the juicing company in, in Leeton and that sort of
thing. But -

GRAINGER:

Do you know a Sean Duffy?

MCMULLEN:

No.

GRAINGER:

Yep. I'll just show you this one. I meant to ask you about a person by
the name of Dolly Fu.

MCMULLEN:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

Do you know Dolly?

MCMULLEN:

Once again it's one of these names that I've heard Daryl mention.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCMULLEN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

There's an email here which the Commission reference is
D-1-0-4-4-4-9-5-9 and something that - an email you initially had sent to
Daryl, which is asking for - which provides, "please find attached stories
for the three labels"

MCMULLEN:

Uh-huh.
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GRAINGER:

What, what are stories?

MCMULLEN:

Well, each of our labels is a little bit of history from our property.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCMULLEN:

So I'm, I'm assuming it was those.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

But there may have been reference to this, though - actually, now I recall
it's - yeah. We make up labels for the Chinese customers instead of -

FOX:

For the export market?

MCMULLEN:

Beg your pardon?

FOX:

For the export market?

MCMULLEN:

Yeah. The want - they don’t want - they prefer to have their own label
that they always own because - in fear that, you know, we might take it
somewhere else and stuff like that so it's got to - they don’t want to go
and buy the, the real thing so then they will make labels up for them. So
I'm pretty sure what I've done there is made up a, a story.

GRAINGER:

So this says, "three stories for labels and requested by Dolly: King
Edward the eighth" -

MCMULLEN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- "Captain Charles Sturt and Lord Hampden." Correct?

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So were they labels you already had or -

MCMULLEN:

Basically I had made up - yeah. So, so we - I was just sort of thinking
locally and came up with those names, so we -

GRAINGER:

"As you know, each of these labels cost me $1,100.00."

MCMULLEN:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

"So if Dolly wants these labels exclusively, I'm happy to sell them to her
for that price just to cover my costs. I hope the attached is what you're
looking for. Please let me know if you require something different." We
don’t have what you, you actually sent to, to Daryl. Did you end up
doing any business with Dolly?

MCMULLEN:

No. No, those labels are still not being used. Yeah. Not as non-PDFs.

GRAINGER:

So Dolly, Daryl replied, "send your email to Dolly." It says, "Dear
Dolly, here is the wine story. Kind Regards, Daryl. Please regard that
this is the wine at $40.80 cents per carton. The one you take is - not the
horse label wine." What's the horse label wine?
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MCMULLEN:

That’s, that would be mine which is Hiraji.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCMULLEN:

So that’s our shiraz.

GRAINGER:

And - so $40.80 per carton I assume is not one of your better wines?

MCMULLEN:

Correct.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

It's a sourced wine.

GRAINGER:

Daryl - Dolly replied, "Thanks for these wine stories for China. Tim follow from the email below sent by Tim with the price for label. This
will be difficult for the buyer. Too expensive. Import's competitive."
Basically no good. She said - Daryl replies to Dolly, "Hi, we will adjust
the invoice accordingly to accommodate that cost, so don’t worry too
much, just get the sale and I will manage Tim." Do you know what that
means at all?

MCMULLEN:

(NO AUDIBLE REPLY)

GRAINGER:

It's probably worthwhile you reading it instead -

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- of reading broken parts to you.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah, no. I don’t - I don’t know what that cost is that Daryl's referring to
and what I think that Daryl refers to here in terms of "manage Tim" was
ensure that the wine is delivered when they want it if the sale goes ahead.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCMULLEN:

Yep. So -

FOX:

So this was another prospective deal?

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

FOX:

That Daryl was bought -

MCMULLEN:

No idea.

FOX:

- with a view to using your source for products.

MCMULLEN:

Yep.

FOX:

But now this one didn’t eventuate.

MCMULLEN:

No, we - I mean the Berton - the, the resident Berton's was successful
'cause they just got super duper pricey and volume going through there so
their - I can never achieve it.
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FOX:

OK.

GRAINGER:

If that simply a matter of a scale type thing, is it?

MCMULLEN:

It is - well, that - and that’s why, you know it's - you know, if we were to
package up a container of wine at our own plant in Murrumbateman, it
will probably take us two days to do it flat out, whereas these big
companies that are - bottling companies can do a container an hour,
packed up ready to go. Gone.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

So it's, you know, their running it down the line and it's not stopping for
a - only for a container prices, better than we can do it at, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

It's all automated.

GRAINGER:

So there's others that I can show you, but there seems to be a theme here
of, of Daryl trying to negotiate sales of your product to Chinese entities.

MCMULLEN:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

And I don’t understand why.

MCMULLEN:

Well, I, I've always just taken it as being a, you know. He's, he's been in
China a lot for - as a Member of Parliament and that’s part of this
portfolio, and I - the Chinese people are just at you all the time. I get two
or three requests a week anyway from, from China and various other
Asian markets looking for wine. I just -

GRAINGER:

Are they just cold calls, or -

MCMULLEN:

Yeah. It's some just cold calls and, you know, it's very broken English,
but I, I take them all seriously because, you know, occasionally they
come off but -

GRAINGER:

But -

MCMULLEN

- it's like, you - surprise you when you send off the pricing and they come
back to you and it could be six months later they're ready to go and then
they're just pounding you to get, get it on the boat. So - and my
understanding is that they, you know. They’ve - that they could be
speculative and you’ve got some pricing. They’ve gone out and found
someone somewhere else in China and said, "We represent this
business", which they don’t but they - yeah.

GRAINGER:

So in this area - just talk about Wagga not the, the Riverina in general but
the whole - in the Griffith area where the majority of the wineries are.
Around here in Wagga where there's yours and you said
Mr McCormick's Cottontails.

MCMULLEN:

Yes.
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GRAINGER:

Are there any others?

MCMULLEN:

Yeah. There's 27 vineyards in the region.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah. So 27 vineyards around in there - well, we're in, in what we call we're classified Gundagai wine growing region.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCMULLEN:

This area. Well, east of Wagga. Some are - yeah. Some are exporting
and some have their labels. Some just grow the fruit. Some are mixed
farmers, but for me it's, that’s, a hundred percent my business.

GRAINGER:

So from - are you aware if Mr Maguire has taken similar proposals to his
other -

MCMULLEN:

I'm sure. Yeah. He makes it very clear. He says I'm - "I've also given
Gerry the opportunity." He'll tell me that.

GRAINGER:

Well, that's two.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

What about the other 25 that -

MCMULLEN:

He wouldn’t bother probably with those guys because they couldn’t fulfil
the order.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

So -

GRAINGER:

Just again, they’re not large enough to do deal with it?

MCMULLEN:

Well, they - or they, they're not - they're only interested in selling their
own product and they - and they wouldn’t be big enough.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCMULLEN:

The bigger wineries here - one is owned by the Chinese over near
Tumbalong, and the other one - a very big one - is owned by a barrister
and all their fruit goes to Casella.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

So -

GRAINGER:

So does Mr McCormick grow his own fruit as well?

MCMULLEN:

He does.

GRAINGER:

OK, but does he do what you do as - and bottle cheaper varieties for
export?
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MCMULLEN:

I think he's probably gotten onto that now. Yeah, yeah. I think he does,
yeah.

FOX:

You mentioned earlier - did you mention earlier or did I hear - mishear,
you took Daryl to China or went on - were you -

MCMULLEN:

He's come to China with me, yes.

FOX:

And when was that?

MCMULLEN:

About 2 years ago.

FOX:

OK, and can you just tell us about that trip, whether Daryl came - flew
out with you, whether he met you there, how it came about.

MCMULLEN:

We flew individually, so he flew out himself. He came in - I was going
to - I went into Guangzhou and I had some customers to meet, but I also
had a new customer, and they were putting together - basically bringing
together their sales - potentially their sales teams for a - quite a large
conference that was - well, it was in the vicinity of over 500 sales people
in this one room, and I, I invited Daryl because he - the Chinese people
have high respect for their politicians.

FOX:

Yep, uh-huh.

MCMULLEN:

And so when - if you can - if I can be bringing Daryl to, to an event like
that and him - for him to talk about what's happening in Australia and
give them the confidence, it means a lot to the business.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FOX:

OK. So you flew over there to Guangzhou and was he already in China?

MCMULLEN:

No.

FOX:

No. He flew out from Sydney?

MCMULLEN:

Correct.

FOX:

Specifically to meet you?

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

FOX:

OK, and how long were you together in China?

MCMULLEN:

We were in China together for at least two days.

FOX:

Yep.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

FOX:

And who was he with apart from yourself? Was - did he bring anyone
with him?

MCMULLEN:

No, no.
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FOX:

And so after those two days, did you come home or - - -

MCMULLEN:

No, I went on - what did I do? Yes, I think I, I came straight home, yeah.
After that time there.

FOX:

OK, and what did Daryl do, do you know?

MCMULLEN:

I think he flew home pretty much straight away too, yeah. Yeah. Yeah,
I-

GRAINGER:

Did you - did you happen to meet anyone over there that you knew other
than the potential clients?

MCMULLEN:

Yes, on one occasion, Gordon.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCMULLEN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And did - was Daryl with you when you met Gordon?

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And was there a discussion about Gordon purchasing wine or anything
like that at all? What was - what's -

MCMULLEN:

There's always that - he's always sort of - talks about it but never -

GRAINGER:

Never happens?

MCMULLEN:

No, so -

GRAINGER:

OK, and what, what, what was the context of that meeting? Was it a
meal or -

MCMULLEN:

It's wasn’t - yeah, it was a - well, it was - Gordon has a - had a new
restaurant opening and invited Daryl along, and Daryl said, "Tim said do
you want to come along?" So - and that was, yeah. It's -

GRAINGER:

Just - is the restaurant something to do with Wagga Wagga? Is that what
it is?

MCMULLEN:

yeah, it's called Wagga.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

But it's got a kiwi on it, and I said, "Why didn’t you - why didn't you put
a kangaroo?" And he goes, "Kangaroo's trademarked, we can only use so we used a kiwi." I know it's -

GRAINGER:

So when Daryl was with you, what role did he take? What did he do for
you?

MCMULLEN:

He presented to this forum. So we had a - I can show photos, but
basically he, he, he - there as a very large hall and he did a presentation
on basically Australian - you know, what's happening in Australia and
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the relationship with Australia and more of a politician type view. My
role then was to present the wines that they purchased and these, these
customers purchased and then, you know, just talk about them really, and
then - it's quite a - it was quite a process. So he - you know, Daryl came
in and I picked him up and we went back to this dinner that was - so which was, like, 250 people, that was like a, a pre-dinner. The next day
we had - we had, had lunch, which was - seemed to keep growing and
then we - this dinner which was 500 people, yeah.
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GRAINGER:

So was Daryl there as a Member of Parliament?

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK, and when was this did you say?

MCMULLEN:

I'd have to check, but about 2 years ago.

GRAINGER:

About years ago?

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK, so 2016. There somewhere about that time?

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Do you remember what month?

MCMULLEN:

Yes. It was, um, I'm thinking later in the year. Like, it was, like,
November, December.

GRAINGER:

OK

MCMULLEN:

'Cause I went back again in January and -

GRAINGER:

So when you asked Daryl to go and - did you - was the Austrade
involved in this process?

MCMULLEN:

No.

GRAINGER:

So it was just - you asked Daryl to go?

MCMULLEN:

Yep. I, I invited him. I - and I - yeah.

FOX:

Did you just pay for his flight?

MCMULLEN:

No. The, the other - my customer paid for his flight.

FOX:

OK. And who was your customer?

MCMULLEN:

I don’t have those details but I can provide them for you. That’s -

FOX:

Yep.

MCMULLEN:

- no problem.

FOX:

So a Chinese entity?
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MCMULLEN:

Correct. Yes, yep. That’s the -

FOX:

All right.

MCMULLEN:

- the, the name. The name of their - well, their. label is Infanatural.
They're the ones we buy - provide for them.

GRAINGER:

So did they pay for your flight as well or did they -

MCMULLEN:

They did, yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

And they paid for the accommodation?

MCMULLEN:

Yes, they did. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So the -

MCMULLEN:

They all -

GRAINGER:

- whole box and dice was paid for.

MCMULLEN:

They, they organised that, yep.

GRAINGER:

Yep, OK, and how did they become aware that Daryl was a Member of
Parliament?

MCMULLEN:

I told them.

GRAINGER:

You told them that?

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

FOX:

Yeah, so you gave them the invite, you said, "Great. By the way, I want
to bring along my local member. He will talk to you. He, he, he can give
a talk about broader issues in relation to Australian-Chinese trade."

MCMULLEN:

Yep.

FOX:

I assume that’s what happened, and they said - and they agreed to that?

MCMULLEN:

Correct.

FOX:

You obviously asked them too, "is that OK?" They said, "Yes, we'll,
we'll fund that as well"?

MCMULLEN:

Yep.

FOX:

And that’s how - that’s how those arrange - and then you left the
arrangements with them and they just let you know what flight you're on,
where you're staying?

MCMULLEN:

No, that - well, yes. We, we organised our own flights and they paid for
those, yep.

FOX:

OK. So they just, they reimbursed you?
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MCMULLEN:

Yep.

FOX:

Directly?

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

MCMULLEN:

What, through an EFT to your account here?

MCMULLEN:

Just off less on the account - less on the, the, the final invoice, I think.

FOX:

Right. So how did Daryl get his costs reimbursed?

MCMULLEN:

I'm not sure actually. Yeah, but I - it would have been through - they
would have paid him directly.

FOX:

Could they have paid him in China?

FOX

(NO AUDIBLE REPLY)

FOX:

When he got there?

MCMULLEN:

No. I think this was definitely - 'cause Daryl - I had to - I sent an
invitation to Daryl which was something that he submitted to Parliament
I believe -

FOX:

Right.

MCMULLEN:

- is the process for him.

FOX:

Yep.

MCMULLEN:

So to declare -

FOX:

Yeah.

MCMULLEN:

What he's doing, and I - so I think that all went through -

FOX:

It went through his office, do you think?

MCMULLEN:

Yes, correct.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall what this, this is called? The actual - it's a, a trade show or
what was it?

MCMULLEN:

No, this is an individual company.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

So that this is an individual company and I'm dealing with a - well, I've
had an introduction from a, a Chinese friend and - who lives in Sydney,
and then who's put me in contact with these people and we've basically -

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

- fulfilled an order of, you know, a couple of containers. They said,
"Look, what we want to do is bring all of us, you know, our distributors
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and sales people to Zhongshan, or, or - for this one presentation." And
they sold other things as well. Juices and stuff like that but, but they and, and it was - and so we presented and then they could - they all got
sample bags and - yeah, and then these formal dinners which is all part of
it and the - drinking it or something.
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GRAINGER:

You, you said you gave him an official invitation to this as - asking him
to attend?

MCMULLEN:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

Or a - he had to fill out a form that he - that he -

MCMULLEN:

yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

- was going over there.

MCMULLEN:

Yes. Mmm.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FOX:

Was that a form for - an Australian form of a Chinese form that he had to
fill in?

MCMULLEN:

No, a Parliamentary or a New South Wales Parliamentary disclosure -

FOX:

Right, OK.

MCMULLEN:

- that he was going.

FOX:

Uh-huh, OK

GRAINGER:

He told you that, did he?

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

With the reimbursement of costs, do you recall whether they actually
paid Mr Maguire - like in RMB when he was there?

MCMULLEN:

(NO AUDIBLE REPLY)

GRAINGER:

For the costs of the flights?

MCMULLEN:

No, I don’t, I don’t recall but I, I, I - that wasn’t, like, a discussion that
we, we had like that, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FOX:

Do you by any chance have any emails about that trip that -

MCMULLEN:

Yeah, I would.

FOX:

Yep.

MCMULLEN:

And - going to scrounge those up, yeah.
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FOX:

Yeah, and -

MCMULLEN:

Yep.

FOX:

- just to help us sort of just make sure we've got - we know everything
about him - we cornered that off.

GRAINGER:

OK. Let's - when, when you get back, if you can send them to me at my
email address, that'd be great and if you can send me the details what
you know about the actual - what, what's called and who the company
was -

MCMULLEN:

I can give you all the details. That’s no problem. That, that - but as I
say, it was a - maybe visually can I show you something?

GRAINGER:

Yeah, sure, yep.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah, that would be - I mean, I just - it's just it - 'cause it's a - you know,
it's a - these are - I'm thinking they're a dime a dozen, but like a - I've
been up there for a the strangest things but this will give me the date as
well that you're after. So this is November 2005.

FOX:

2005?

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

2005?

MCMULLEN:

Sorry, 15.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

15, sorry.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

Sorry. So is a - that's sort of a - that’s, that’s sort of the hall of where we
presented.

GRAINGER:

Yes.

MCMULLEN:

That’s that, and then, then, everyone got a sample pack of what we did
and, and then, then we had like, a formal dinner. So this is my contact
who's contacted and put me in contact with these two people here and
Daryl -

GRAINGER:

Yep. Sent Daryl off. OK.

MCMULLEN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Could you forward me those photographs as well too, please.

MCMULLEN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

As I said I have a number of times where Mr Maguire has gone to
introduce people to you. I don’t think it's necessary to go through them
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all, but I mean, are we safe to say that it was something that happened a
number of times, Daryl would try to steer, steer Chinese business towards
you?
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MCMULLEN:

Yes, yep.

GRAINGER:

Any leads - just borrow us your pen for a second there.

MCMULLEN:

That’s just a prompter.

GRAINGER:

You, you mention the, the proposal when you had the meeting with Phil
in Daryl's office about - and with Jerry McCormick. To sound clear, was
that to set up a - something here in Wagga for people to come to?

MCMULLEN:

No, it was - well, no. It was more about the, the China thing. Something
happening in China.

GRAINGER:

For setting something up in China?

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. So you were going to have Daryl proposing a, a -

MCMULLEN:

A G8way office in China.

GRAINGER:

OK, and they were going to come and taste and do things there?

FOX:

Showcase local products.

GRAINGER:

All right, OK. Now I'm , I'm - that’s why I was a bit confused before. I
didn’t - I thought you were talking about here.

MCMULLEN:

No, I - well, I'm, I'm, I'm aware of that -

GRAINGER:

That proposal?

MCMULLEN:

Yeah. Like, they were going to build a -

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCMULLEN:

They wanted to build a big centre or they were going to use the mill or
something like that.

GRAINGER:

That's OK. Was, was that around about July 2015, that meeting that you
had with, with Phil to ring a bell with you?

MCMULLEN:

It's doesn’t. I'm, I'm sorry, it doesn’t.

GRAINGER:

There's, there's an email I have which is commission reference
D-1-0-4-4-4-6-9-4, and it's between you and, and Daryl. It's an email
chain that’s been compressed into, into one email, so it's a bit hard to
read, but on the 7th of July, you say, "Great. I'll send the wine tomorrow
and advise the tracking number." Daryl replies, "Thanks. We need to
meet on Sunday, Monday-ish to debrief. Very exciting stuff happening
here in Shenzhen. Got display space office for our products. Explain
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when I get home." Does this sound like the, the meeting you're talking
about?
MCMULLEN:

It, it, it sounds like that, that’s the - that was the, the plan I think, where
they'd been offered some space or given some space in Shenzhen, yeah.

5

GRAINGER:

You reply, "Hi Daryl, I look forward to meeting you on your return.
Happy to get together anytime. So at this stage, should I just hold off
sending out any information until we meet? Regards, Tim McMullen."
He replies, "No. Send the wine and information as agreed. Tim, when I
tell you what I have arranged, you will do cartwheels. Yippee."
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MCMULLEN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So what - do you recall this, this time? What this is about?

MCMULLEN:

Yes-ish.

GRAINGER:

OK. So -

MCMULLEN:

Yeah, not - I'm not a hundred per cent clear on it but I do - look, I
certainly have sent, you know, samples to the office. In terms of that,
that, I don’t - I really don’t unders - remember what that was all about
except that -

GRAINGER:

"You will do cartwheels when you realise what I've achieved. Yippee."

MCMULLEN:

And I'm thinking that’s about the, the - this space that they’ve got in
Shenzhen.

FOX:

When you say, "I've sent samples to this office", which office?

MCMULLEN:

So, Daryl's office.

FOX:

In?

MCMULLEN:

In, in Sydney.

FOX:

Right.

MCMULLEN

And -

GRAINGER:

So either one - so there's two times you send samples. One's to William
Luong that we identified before?

MCMULLEN:

Correct. I went -

GRAINGER:

With -

MCMULLEN:

That I physically -

GRAINGER:

Went with -

MCMULLEN:

-went there.
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GRAINGER:

- to, to tasting, and you sent another group to Nicole and Rebecca
Cartwright in Sydney?

MCMULLEN:

Yeah, but I've, I've, I've flew the wine there before. Like, it - I've
delivered out stuff to have at Parliament functions.

GRAINGER:

Functions, uh-huh.

MCMULLEN:

Trying to get our wine on the list there. It was always a bit of a bee in
Daryl's bonnet that there, you know, other areas were over-represented

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCMULLEN:

Represented in - from the Hunter and other areas, so he was keen to get
something into Parliament. Yeah, and I was scared to go in.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCMULLEN:

I, I took wine into tastings and, and I felt that if - you know, it was an
opportunity if Daryl was meeting with somebody, then he had a bottle of
wine on hand to - just to showcase what we can do in the region. So -

GRAINGER:

OK. So before you had the meeting in the office with Gerry and, and the,
the other three - that you had been one yourself. Am I correct in
concluding that prior to that, it appears that Phil and Daryl had been over
to Shenzhen?

MCMULLEN:

I, I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

I don’t know, and I've never known - I've never known a trip - well,
Daryl's never mentioned to me - or Phil's never mentioned to me that he they went to China together so I don’t -

GRAINGER:

So that email I just read to you, he talked about what we've, we've
achieved over here.

MCMULLEN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And exciting stuff happening and we've identified a display office for our
- for your products. Pardon me. And you said before then, the meeting
with - in Daryl's office, they were talking about a G8way display area.

MCMULLEN:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

So it seems that these things are, are linked in some way.

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So when, when Daryl's writing this email, he wants to meet. "very
exciting stuff happening here in Shenzhen". So he's in Shenzhen when
he's writing it.

MCMULLEN:

Mmm.
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GRAINGER:

And then later, when he comes back and you meet, Phil Elliot's there and
there's a discussion about a display office for G8way.

MCMULLEN:

I'm not sure about the, the timing on that. I - you know, I would've gone
- it would - that wouldn’t have been that, that was a different meeting. In
fact if he is referring to something there. I think that would've been a
meeting in Parliament House because I wouldn't have gone to Wagga just
for a meeting in, you know, a Sunday morning obviously.

GRAINGER:

That, that, that email is dated the 8th of July, 2015.

MCMULLEN:

I'm living in Wagga at that time.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCMULLEN:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

And it's got - the email dates are between the 7th and the 8th. It was two
in one day at one moment.

MCMULLEN:

So I don’t think I would - I haven't been to Daryl's office since I've been
here living in Wagga, so it's since the 15th.

GRAINGER:

So on 13th of July, you were involved in another email exchange with
Daryl, and this one is commission reference D-1-0-5-2-0-8-9-4. You say
on the first email which is copied to both Daryl and Phil Elliott. "Thanks
again for providing the opportunity for Borambola to promote our wines
via the new G8way showroom in Shenzhen.” So this is 5 days
afterwards.

MCMULLEN:

Uh-huh, yep.

GRAINGER:

“As mentioned in our meeting, the model you have presented eliminates
a few levels in terms of getting to potential buyers”. And you, you go on
to say that “China's a developing market” and you say that "the other
positives is the geographic location of Shenzhen being positioned in
mainland China, just across the border from Hong Kong. The potential
to share container load to other suppliers, agents across China, the
support of G8way and being able to communicate directly with the
customer which hopefully allows us to close a sale for the great - the
agents. I see as a win-win. One concern I have if we are using Jimmy for
custom's clearance…" Who's Jimmy?

MCMULLEN:

Mmm, who's Jimmy? OK. I think Jimmy, Jimmy Liu.

GRAINGER:

Jimmy Liu from UWE?

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

You think that’s the person you're referring to?
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MCMULLEN:

I, I'm pretty sure, yeah.

GRAINGER:

"One concern I have if we are using Jimmy for customs clearance that we
have a non-competition agreement in place to protect us and the agent
should Jimmy grabbing out customers. Also if we, we, - if we are
jumping into bed with Jimmy, it would be good to have the discussion
with him around us supplying his wines, if we can meet his requirements
and price point." So that would infer that Jimmy also was a potential
customer.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah. So Jimmy I knew, but he - Jimmy came - I met him before I even
had any discussions with Daryl in terms of export and things like that
years and years ago, and I went out to his office and, and, and then it was
a sort of coincident I suppose that he popped up again, but he's a trader at
the end of the day.

GRAINGER:

So how did you meet Jimmy the first time?

MCMULLEN:

I'm pretty sure it was through Austrade.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah, or a, a, a contact but not - definitely not Daryl or G8way or anyone
like that. It was something completely -

GRAINGER:

So you knew Jimmy, you went to his office and then -

MCMULLEN:

Sent samples there.

GRAINGER:

Samples, nothing eventuated and all of a sudden Jimmy pops up again
with, with Daryl?

MCMULLEN:

Yeah. So -

GRAINGER:

That’s pretty much how it worked?

MCMULLEN:

And I go back out there to the, to the -

GRAINGER:

Same place?

MCMULLEN:

- same place, do another tasting and I think the wines that left there last
time was -

GRAINGER:

Still there?

MCMULLEN:

- proudly displayed as their product.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

But no sales.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FOX:

Where was the office?

MCMULLEN:

It's about towards Beverley Hills.
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FOX:

Yeah, so Kingsford?

MCMULLEN:

Kingsford, yeah, yeah.

FOX:

Yeah, OK.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah. So -

FOX:

I was making sure we were speaking about the same Jimmy Liu.

MCMULLEN:

Liu, yeah, yeah. It's off - you - you know, go the M5 and turn -

FOX:

Yep.

MCMULLEN:

- just, just off the expressway.

GRAINGER:

So in your words here written, there's an - there's, there's - you used the
collective "we". "Also if we are jumping into bed". Who's "we"?

MCMULLEN:

Borambola wines

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So you - if you're jumping into bed with Jimmy -

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- you're got to make sure that it's all locked down and you don’t get
ripped.

MCMULLEN:

yeah, 'cause I - you know, I know - I've been to his place, had the - you
know, and saw what he's doing. He's trading in all sorts of things.

GRAINGER:

OK. So Daryl replies to you and to Phil Elliott at a G8way International
address. He says, "G'day Tim, thanks for the comments. We are using
Jimmy for beef and perhaps milk. He has his own wines and we use
Mr Li for your wines." Who's Mr Li?

MCMULLEN:

Is he - Mr Li. Mr Li. Nope, that's Mr Chiu. I’m sorry

GRAINGER:

Don’t know?

MCMULLEN:

No

GRAINGER:

"…Mr Li for your wines, so there's no complications. Jimmy will not be
displaying any products in Shenzhen as he has his own showroom in
Shanghai. Kind regards, Daryl." And you reply, "Great. Thanks,
Daryl." So you don’t - you no idea who Mr Li is?

MCMULLEN:

At the time he - Daryl probably would've referenced him but I'm not -

GRAINGER:

Don’t know who he is?

MCMULLEN:

No. But I've -
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Sorry, I was just gunna say. Jimmy Liu - he's, he's, he's not a man who
grows his own grape is he? He doesn’t -

MCMULLEN:

No.

FOX:

So his own - so he's man who may source wines here for export?

MCMULLEN:

Correct.

FOX:

Right.

MCMULLEN:

So he would do what I do basically, but he could, you know - and he had
business contacts.

GRAINGER:

OK. We haven't got much further so I'll, I'll -

MCMULLEN:

Sorry, I've just got a -

GRAINGER:

You, you got an appointment. All right. I've got couple more things to
deal with and then we're finished. So that email, the G8way Shenzhen,
you can add no further light to that at all about what -

MCMULLEN:

Nothing -

GRAINGER:

- occurred.

MCMULLEN:

Nothing ever happened, it just started.

GRAINGER:

OK. Now you, the photo you showed us before, what was the date of
that, sorry? In November 2015?

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. So there's an email here which is commission D-1-0-4-4-3-7-0-1,
and you said the, the, the trip you took in this occasion was organised by
your purchaser. Correct?

MCMULLEN:

Yeah, he invited us to come.

GRAINGER:

And then they paid for your accommodation?

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

FOX:

I think we're just about to get kicked out of this room. Excuse me one
second. I'll just deal with this.

UNKNOWN FEMALE OFFICER: Hi there. When are you gunna (UNDECIPHERABLE)
'cause we usually have a meeting in here at 5
30

FOX:

OK. Sorry. We've -

UNKNOWN FEMALE OFFICER: No, no, no.
FOX:

We’ve got this room booked but we're finishing very soon.

UNKNOWN FEMALE OFFICER: OK.
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FOX:

Yep

UNKNOWN FEMALE OFFICER: All right, thank you.
FOX:

About 5 minutes or so.

UNKNOWN FEMALE OFFICER: Thank you.
5

GRAINGER:

Is the email chain from Yoko, who's Gordon Tse’s - assistant.

MCMULLEN:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

And, and is Stacy someone you know at all?

MCMULLEN:

No.

GRAINGER:

No? OK. Yoko was emailed - sorry the Hyatt Hotel. It says, "Dear
Stacy, please help to book two standard rooms in Hyatt. Guest name:
Daryl Maguire and Tim McMullen." So Yoko works for Gordon?

MCMULLEN:

Gordon.

GRAINGER:

And so that appears that Gordon was trying to arrange accommodation
for you.

MCMULLEN:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

So why is that?

MCMULLEN:

Well, when, when we left this place, we went to see Gordon and when I
went to book accommodation - or look at accommodation, Daryl said,
"No, No, I'll get Gordon to do it and he can get a better price than
anybody."

GRAINGER:

OK. So this - it - Shenzhen where we're talking about now.

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Was that where this function was, was it?

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, so Gordon -

MCMULLEN:

He's in Guangzhou.

GRAINGER:

Guangzhou.

MCMULLEN:

But Gordon did actually come over to Shenzhen.

GRAINGER:

Yep. So Gordon tried to book the accommodation for you and to get a
better price, did he?

MCMULLEN:

Yes, yeah.

GRAINGER:

But ultimately your supplier booked for you?
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MCMULLEN:

In Shenzhen, but this is - this is in Guangzhou.

FOX:

In Guangzhou.

GRAINGER:

Ah ok. So you -

FOX:

This is the meeting with Gordon after the -

MCMULLEN:

Correct.

GRAINGER:

- your customer's function.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Oh I see - I thought Gordon had come to you where you were, not in -

MCMULLEN:

He did - yeah. So he - well, he did. So when we were in - and it was - he
was not invited, I can assure you, but 'cause it was not - he was - anyway
that’s -

GRAINGER:

Another story, yes.

MCMULLEN:

But yeah - no. So Gordon came over to Shenzhen which is about a hour
and a half a suppose from - depending on the traffic, and then we went
back to Guangzhou 'cause that’s where I was flying out of.

GRAINGER:

OK. I'm with the program now.

MCMULLEN:

OK.

GRAINGER:

I think I've got it. So this was to try and arrange accommodation -

MCMULLEN:

For Daryl and I.

GRAINGER:

Yep, yep.

MCMULLEN:

Yes. So -

GRAINGER:

OK. And Daryl - there's been an email chain - it's also sent to Phil
Elliott. Did Phil Elliott got on this trip with you at all?

MCMULLEN:

No, no.

GRAINGER:

'Cause on the 16th of November, 2015, Yoko replies - which is sent to
you, Daryl - that’s his Parliament address - just actually to you - to Daryl
and to Phil. It says, "Hi Daryl and Phil. Please see the room charges in
the Hyatt below. Yoko." Which is, is, is 2,700 -

MCMULLEN:

RMB.

GRAINGER:

RMB, plus 15 per cent tax. So Daryl replies to you, "That’s $600 for
room and breakfast. Let's suck it and see. We may stay in Zhongshan"?

MCMULLEN:

Zhongshan. Mmm.

GRAINGER:

"Go to GZ" which is Guangzhou?
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FOX:

Guangzhou

GRAINGER:

Guangzhou.

MCMULLEN:

Guangzhou, yep.

GRAINGER:

"On the 19th, then hop it to Shenzhen, stay there or go to Hong Kong."
So now I'm thoroughly confused where you actually went.

MCMULLEN:

So near the back of Southern China.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCMULLEN:

So, so Zhongshan and Guang - and Shenzhen are all very close to each
other. They're all -

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

- like neighbouring cities, and it's - and Guangzhou's just not that far
away, but Guangzhou is the major city. So we went to -

GRAINGER:

So you, you flew in to - just talk me through it. You flew into?

MCMULLEN:

I flew into Guangzhou.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And did Daryl fly into there as well?

MCMULLEN:

No, he flew into Hong Kong.

GRAINGER:

OK. So you -

MCMULLEN:

And then he caught the, the ferry up the Lee river to one of the cities, and
we, we drove over that night to pick him up -

GRAINGER:

OK. So -

MCMULLEN:

- and bring him back to the hotel where, where the function was.

GRAINGER:

OK. So you’ve had the function. So Daryl's come to Hong Kong, then
he's caught the ferry to somewhere, you’ve picked him up and taken him
back to?

MCMULLEN:

So we've - I'm in - I'm already in China.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

MCMULLEN:

I'm there. Daryl arrives into Hong Kong, catches a ferry up which is the
quickest way to get to Zhongshan, and we, we go and meet him there,
pick him up from the, the ferry, bring him back to the hotel where -

GRAINGER:

Which is in which city?
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MCMULLEN:

Which is in Guangzhou or Shenzhen - sorry, not - sorry, Zhongshan. I'll
just have to look it up - either Zhongshan and the neighbouring cities. So
-

GRAINGER:

We're not talking about Sydney - Melbourne neighbouring, we're talking
about Sydney Harbour -

MCMULLEN:

No, no, well - so we're in Zhongshan.

GRAINGER:

Yes.

MCMULLEN:

Zhongshan, and - but these people here - or the - my customers live in they live in Zhongshan, sorry. They live in Zhongshan. Yep, and then
we travelled Gongdo - you can see here Guangzhou on that date.

GRAINGER:

OK. So the - you had the presentation, Gordon came to the presentation
of being - not being invited.

MCMULLEN:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

Then you went to -

MCMULLEN:

Guangzhou.

GRAINGER:

Guangzhou.

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And did you meet Gordon there as well?

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. So what was that meeting about?

MCMULLEN:

It was an informal meeting that I was invited to and it was at - it was at a
very late dinner to open his new restaurant.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

Another restaurant. Another one -

GRAINGER:

So when Gordon came to the presentation -

MCMULLEN:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- did you meet with him there as well? Or -

MCMULLEN:

I saw him there, yeah.

GRAINGER:

You didn’t talk to him though, so -

MCMULLEN:

Well, yes. I said hello and, yeah -

GRAINGER:

You said - OK.

MCMULLEN:

But it was a bit strange that he was there.
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GRAINGER:

OK. And then you’ve had dinner with Gordon and then what happened
after that?

MCMULLEN:

I've come back to - I've gone to Shenzhen on the 20th.

GRAINGER:

And what did Daryl do?

MCMULLEN:

I, I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

I don’t know, but I, I don’t believe he was hanging around in China,
'cause I'm - yeah. So -

GRAINGER:

So when Gordon is arranging for the accommodation for you -

MCMULLEN:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- who paid for that accommodation?

MCMULLEN:

We would've paid.

GRAINGER:

Yourselves?

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

yep.

GRAINGER:

So the first part was paid for by your customer.

MCMULLEN:

Correct

GRAINGER:

The second part was paid for by you individually. You're in -

MCMULLEN:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall paying for it yourself?

MCMULLEN:

I'm not but I'm sure I've got receipts.

GRAINGER:

Do you remember where you actually stayed?

MCMULLEN:

No. Yes, I - well, I do, but I, I remember the hotel now.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

But I, I can't give you a name. It was a Chinese hotel.

GRAINGER:

All right. Well, if you can find out for us, that'd be great. Did Daryl stay
in the same hotel as you?

MCMULLEN:

He did, yep.

GRAINGER:

All right. Now the meeting -
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MCMULLEN:

Sorry, that was absolutely necessary.

FOX:

That's all right.

GRAINGER:

When you went and met with Gordon in his restaurant for the opening of
the Wagga restaurant that was there with the Kiwi on it, was - there's a
discussion about G8way in that, at that time?

MCMULLEN:

No, there wasn’t. It was - it was - when we arrived, there were - there
was a large table of people who were very, very drunk. So it was just to,
like, hide, there was more of a thing. So there were - there were guys
there who were, you know, other, other, you know, importers or people
living in Guangzhou doing business there.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Was Phil Elliott there?

MCMULLEN:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK. All right. We'll just - yep. Nothing like that. You’ve got photos
have you?

MCMULLEN:

Well, yeah. Well, no, this is the photo. So this is - these are the people
that were there. These guys were people who live in Guangzhou, that's
Daryl and myself, that’s Gordon and another gentleman there.

GRAINGER:

OK. If you can send us those to, that'd be appreciated. Tim, I've, I've got
nothing further to ask you at this point. Tim, do you have anything you
want to clarify? Thank you for -

MCMULLEN:

That’s OK.

GRAINGER:

- for talking to you today. It's appreciated. A couple of things in closing
I have to tell you that - do you have any complaints about the way either
Tim or I have conducted ourselves during the interview?

MCMULLEN:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK.

MCMULLEN:

No.

GRAINGER:

Have we held out any - out any threat or promise or inducement to you to
take part in the interview today?

MCMULLEN:

No, you haven't, no.

GRAINGER:

OK. I have to remind you that the matters we've discussed today are part
of an ongoing commission investigation, and we've sort of showed you
some things and we've listed some information from you, now come becomes part of that, so we would ask you not tell anyone what you have
spoken to us about today.
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MCMULLEN:

OK.

GRAINGER:

Or even discussing that fact that you're meeting with us today would be
preferable. Now, did anyone know you were coming to see us today?

MCMULLEN:

My wife, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Apart form you wife?

MCMULLEN:

No.

GRAINGER:

That’s the only person?

MCMULLEN:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK. So if you can please don’t discuss what we have discussed with you
with another person.

MCMULLEN:

OK.

GRAINGER:

OK. Thank you again for your time. The, the time is 5.13pm and the
interview is concluded.
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Re: invoice address in body of Tims email ,
From:
To:
Date:

Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
phil@g8wayinternational.com.au
Mon, 17 Dec 2012 13:46:39 +1100

Am in lockhart then will be home 930 ish
>>> Phil Elliott <phil@g8wayinternational.com.au> 17/12/2012 1:39:16 PM >>>
Ok. Leaving now. Home about 7. Will call you then
Sent from my iPhone
On 17/12/2012, at 1:13 PM, "Daryl Maguire" <Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au> wrote:
Inc
>>> Phil Elliott <phil@g8wayinternational.com.au> 17/12/2012 1:05:50 PM >>>
Is that including gst or plus gst
Sent from my iPhone
On 17/12/2012, at 12:41 PM, "Daryl Maguire" <Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au> wrote:
Can you invoice Tim McMullen,Borambola Wines , 1176 cartons Cabernet Sauvignon special order ACPPRC label delivered to
Sydney for November function .
Agreed commission $3. Per carton.
Sent from my iPad
Begin forwarded message:
From: "Tim McMullen"
@borambola.com>
Date: 15 December 2012 8:29:08 PM AEDT
To: "Daryl Maguire" <Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Subject: RE:
Great thanks Daryl, are you winding down for Christmas?

From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Friday, 14 December 2012 11:06 AM
To: Tim McMullen
Subject: Re:

Thanks Tim , some samples left for China this morning , thank you . I will pass the costs on to the customer this
morning, as a sweetener we could offer $42 which is the price I quoted originally to her all inclusive . . regards Daryl .
"Tim McMullen"

@borambola.com> 12/14/2012 9:00 am >>>

Hi Daryl,
Just confirming the cost for 31cm bottle and cork is $2.00 per case of 12 bottles. I dropped off 6 bottles of Shiraz and
6 bottles of cabernet sauvignon to Becky yesterday.

Thanks

Tim McMullen l Director | Borambola Wines

M
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Re: FW: Borambola label stories
From:
To:
Date:

Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
@gmail.com
Mon, 25 Feb 2013 18:13:48 +1100

Hi Dolly we will adjust the invoice accordingly to accommodate that cost , so don't worry too
much , just get the sale and I will manage Tim !!
From: Dolly Fu
@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, February 25, 2013 02:40 PM
To: Daryl Maguire
Subject: Re: FW: Borambola label stories

Dear Daryl for your great help!! I will try to translate with those wine stories for China.
From email bellow sent by Tim with asked the price for label, this will be difficult for buyer to
purchase these labels also import wine as well. Wine import is very competitive business in
China with very little profit in tradings...
we will discuss.
Again thanks Daryl Kindest regards.
Dolly
On Mon, Feb 25, 2013 at 2:13 PM, Daryl Maguire <Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
wrote:
Dear Dolly here is the wine story , kind regards Daryl , ps remember this is the wine at
$40.80 per carton the one you tasted not the Horse label wine

From: Tim McMullen [mailto: @borambola.com]
Sent: Monday, 25 February 2 3 1:10 PM
To: Daryl Maguire
Subject: Borambola label stories

Hi Daryl,
Please find attached stories for the 3 labels as requested by Dolly, King Edward VIII,
Captain Charles Sturt & Lord Hampden. As you know each of these labels cost me
$1100.00 so if Dolly wants these labels exclusively I am happy to sell them to her for that
price just to cover my costs.
I hope the attached is what you are looking for please let me know if you require
something different.
Regards
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Tim

Tim McMullen l Director | Borambola Wines

Ι Ph/Fax +61 2 9310 0810 | E
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Re: The address
From:
To:
Date:

Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
@borambola.com
Wed, 08 Jul 2015 08:54:58 +1000

No send the wine and info as agreed ! Tim when I tell you what I ha e arranged you will do cartwheels
yippeeee ! ----- Original Message ----- From: Tim McMullen [mailto: @borambola.com] Sent:
Wednesday, July 08, 2015 08:18 AM To: Daryl Maguire Subject: RE: The address Hi Daryl, I look
forward to meeting you on your return, happy to get together at anytime. So at this stage should I just
hold off sending out any information until me meet? Rgs Tim Tim McMullen Director P: +61 269 284
210 M:
Tim McMullen Director P: +61 269 284 210 M:
-----Original
Messag
yl Maguire [mailto:Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw
uesday, 7
July 2015 6:20 PM To: Tim McMullen Subject: Re: The address Thanks ,we need to meet on Sunday
Monday ish to de brief , Very exciting stuff happened here is Shenzen , got display space office for our
products , explain when I get home Sent from my iPad > On 7 Jul 2015, at 10:58 am, "Tim McMullen"
< @borambola.com> wrote: > > Great I'll send the wine to
vise the tracking number >
> Tim McMullen > Director > > P: +61 269 284 210 > M:
> > > > -----Original
Message----- > From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:Daryl.Maguire@
gov.au] > Sent: Tuesday,
7 July 2015 11:51 AM > To: Tim McMullen > Subject: The address > > > >
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RE: G8way Shenzhen
From: Tim McMullen <tim@borambola.com>
Daryl Maguire
To:
@iprimus.com.au>, Phil Elliott <phil@g8wayinternational.com.au>
Date: Mon, 13 Jul 2015 11:08:37 +1000
Great thanks Daryl
Tim McMullen
Borambola Wines
E tim@borambola.com
M 0404 084 657
Begin forwarded message:
From: Daryl Maguire
@iprimus.com.au>
Date: 13 July 2015 10:25:16 am AEST
To: Tim McMullen <borambola@icloud.com>
Cc: Phil Elliott <phil@g8wayinternational.com.au>
Subject: Re: G8way Shenzhen
G'day Tim thanks for comments , we are using Jimmy for beef and perhaps milk, he has his
own wines and we will use Mr Li for your wines so there is no complications. Jimmy will not
be displaying any products in Schenzen as he has his own showrooms in Shanghai , kind
regards Daryl
Sent from my iPad
On 13 Jul 2015, at 8:25 am, Tim McMullen <borambola@icloud.com> wrote:
Good morning Daryl & Phil,
Thanks again for providing the opportunity for Borambola to promote our wines via the
new G8way showroom in Shenzhen. As mentioned in our meeting the model you have
presented eliminates a few levels in terms of getting to potential buyers.
I believe China is an emerging wine market that requires and is looking for wine
education and if I was to be involved that’s where I would like to start. A presentation
to the agents on winemaking and viticulture in Australia will definitely empower the
agents to sell with confidence.
The other positives is the geographic location of Shenzhen being positioned in mainland
China and just across the border from Hong Kong, the potential to share container loads
with other suppliers, agents across China, the support of G8way and being able to
communicate directly with the customer which hopefully allows us to close a sale for the
agents I see as a win – win!
One concern I have is, if we are using Jimmy for customs clearance that we have a “Non
Competition” agreement in place to protect us and the agents from Jimmy grabbing our
customers. Also, if we are “jumping into bed” with Jimmy it would be good to have the
discussion with him around us suppling his wines if we can meet his requirements and
price point?
I look forward to more discussions.
Rgs
Tim
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Tim McMullen
Director

Borambola Wines
P: +61 2 9310 0810
M: +61 404 084 657
(P.O. Box 63)
1734 Sturt Highway
Wagga Wagga NSW 2650 Australia

Stay connected:
Facebook | LinkedIn | borambola.com

No virus found in this message.
Checked by AVG - www.avg.com
Version: 2015.0.6081 / Virus Database: 4392/10203 - Release Date: 07/10/15
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Fwd: 答复：room booking
From:
To:
Date:

Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Tim McMullen <tim@borambola.com>
Mon, 16 Nov 2015 13:31:43 +1100

That's $600 for room and breakfast , Let's suck it and see we may stay in Zhongshan go to GZ on 19
then hop it to Schenzen stay there or go to HK
Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: yoko1125 <yoko1125@aliyun.com>
Date: 16 November 2015 12:37:36 pm AEDT
To: Phil (Daryl 同事 名片) <phil.elliott@riverinastrata.com.au>, daryl.maguire
<Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Subject: 答复：room booking
Reply-To: yoko1125 <yoko1125@aliyun.com>
Hi Phil&Daryl,
Pls see the room chargen in Hyatt below.
cheers,
yoko
-----------------------------------------------------------------发件人： stacy.yang Hyatt <stacy.yang@hyatt.com>
发送时间： 2015年11月10日(星期二) 16:54
收件人： yoko1125 <yoko1125@aliyun.com>，info.guagh (hyatt订房部)
<info.guagh@hyatt.com>
主 题： RE: room booking

Dear Yoko,
Please kindly find that we have auto show in Guangzhou, and the corporate rate is not
available.
The best rate I could offer you as bellow:
19 Nov: CNY2700+15% service charge with 1bbf
20 Nov:CNY2260+15% service charge with 1bbf
After you confirmed, I will book rooms for you.
Thanks and best regards,
Stacy

From: yoko1125 [mailto:yoko1125@aliyun.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 10, 2015 11:49 AM
To: Yang, Stacy (GUAGH); Hyatt Hotels
Subject: room booking
Dear Stacy,

Pls help to book 2 standard rooms in Hyatt.
Guest name: Daryl Maguire & Tim McMullen
check in: Nov 19
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check out:Nov 21
The guests will pay the bill.
Pls send me the confirmation once the booking is done.
Thanks!
cheers,
yoko

The information contained in this communication is confidential and intended only for the use
of the recipient named above, and may be legally privileged and exempt from disclosure under
applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please resend it to the sender and
delete the original message and copy of it from your computer system. Opinions, conclusions
and other information in this message that do not relate to our official business should be
understood as neither given nor endorsed by the company.
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INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION
RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN SENIOR INVESTIGATOR PAUL
5

GRAINGER AND ASSISTANT INVESTIGATOR CAROL WONG OF THE
INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION AND JONATHAN
O'DEA AT SYDNEY ON 27 NOVEMBER 2018
TIME:

2:36PM

PRESENT:

SENIOR INVESTIGATOR PAUL GRAINGER
INVESTIGATOR CAROL WONG
JONATHAN O'DEA

GRAINGER:

The time is now 2.36pm on the 27th of November, 2018. And this is a
recorded interview between Paul Grainger and Jonathan O'Dea MP, and
we're currently in the executive's offices of Parliament in Sydney. For,
for the purpose of voice identification, we'll ask everyone to state their
names, starting with you, Jonathan.

O'DEA:

Jonathan O'Dea.

GRAINGER:

Carol.

WONG:

Carol Wong.

GRAINGER:

Thank you.
recorded?

O'DEA:

I have.

GRAINGER:

Do you mind if I call you Jonathan through the interview?

O'DEA:

No problem.

GRAINGER:

Yep. Jonathan, so you're fully aware of the scope of the commission's
investigation, I'll read you the allegation we're looking at.

O'DEA:

Sure.

GRAINGER:

The commission's currently conducting an investigation, an, an allegation
that since 2012, the former member for Wagga Wagga, Mr Daryl
Maguire, engaged in conduct that involved a breach of public trust by
using his public office, involving his duties as a member of the New
South Wales Parliament, and the use of Parliamentary resources to
improperly gain a benefit for himself, a company known as G8way
International, and any other associated people. So for the purpose of
adopting what I'd said to you before, I need - do you agree that I advised
you that pursuant to the ICAC Act, it's an offence to, to deliberately
provide false or misleading information to an officer of the commission?
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O'DEA:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Do you agree I informed you both Carol and I are officers of the
commission?

O'DEA:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Do you agree that I advised you that this is voluntary interview?

O'DEA:

It is voluntary, yep.

GRAINGER:

And you're under no obligation to say or do anything, as anything anything you say or do will be recorded and may be used in evidence?

O'DEA:

Understood.

GRAINGER:

OK. And I - have I explained to you that evidence means both the
commissions investigation, or it could be used, and a criminal
prosecution may follow the commission's investigation?

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Yep. And do you agree I've explained to you that under the provisions of
the ICAC Act, it's a criminal offence to wilfully make a false or
misleading statement to an officer of the commission, exercising the
function under the act?

O'DEA:

Uh-huh, yes.

GRAINGER:

You understand all those?

O'DEA:

I understand all that.

GRAINGER:

Thank you, Jonathan. Jonathan, can I have your full name, please.

O'DEA:

Jonathan Richard O'Dea.

GRAINGER:

And your date of birth.
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GRAINGER:

And you're currently the member for Davidson, is that correct?

O'DEA:

I'm the member for Davidson in the New South Wales Parliament.

GRAINGER:

OK. And how long have you had, held -

O'DEA:

Since 2007.

GRAINGER:

Is that the first time you're in Parliament as a Member of Parliament?

O'DEA:

Yes, it is.

GRAINGER:

And prior to coming to, to Parliament, were you involved in government
before that?
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O'DEA:

Local Government, North Sydney Council, 1991 to 1995.

GRAINGER:

And you come from a legal background. Is that correct?

O'DEA:

Business and legal before that.

GRAINGER:

Jonathan, we understand from the investigation we conducted so far that
you have been a member of the APFG.

O'DEA:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

You still remain one in a, you explained you me -

O'DEA:

I am.

GRAINGER:

- a co-chair capacity.

O'DEA:

I'm now co-chair, having been one of the deputy chairs.

GRAINGER:

And have, have you - how long have you been in the APFG?

O'DEA:

Gosh, for most of my time, if not pretty much all of my time in
Parliament. Since probably about 2008, thereabouts, yeah.

GRAINGER:

What, what - can you explain to us what the APFG actually does?

O'DEA:

Sure, so the Parliament has a, a range of friendship groups that are
somewhat proliferated in more recent years, but the Australasian or the sorry, the Australian - sorry, the Asia Pacific Friendship Group - I was
almost about to confuse it with another group that I'm a part of, but the
Asia Pacific Friendship Group was established in about - I'm going from
memory here now, about, I think it was 1999, or thereabouts, by - and I'm
going - because we had this meeting recently, and it was a history that
was recounted again by Helen Sham-Ho, Helen Sham-Ho, Geoff How Geoff Hunter. It's when labour was in power.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

But it has continued as a group of Parliament, which has a number of
aims and objectives to foster good relations and good communications
and good will between people who are in the Parliament. And people
particularly from Asia Pacific region, whether they be members of the
consulate staff, or communities that have established themselves in New
South Wales from an Asia Pacific region background. And through also
on occasions raising money to support causes in some of those countries
within the Asia Pacific, and just generally fostering good relations with
those countries that are in the Asia Pacific that New South Wales deals
with on a social, cultural, or economics basis.

GRAINGER:

In terms of an economic arrangement between the Asia Pacific countries,
what does that entail for the APFG?

O'DEA:

Not in a concrete way, but in a, I suppose, a supporting way, it helps
consolidate and facilitate good relations between New South Wales and
those countries in terms of economic trade. I used to be a Parliamentary
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secretary for trade and investment. And certainly, I saw my role in
the Asia Pacific Friendship Group, as indeed others may have,
as complimentary to the government's objectives of promoting
good relations, as I said, on a number of levels, including trade.
5

GRAINGER:

So the trade between New South Wales entities -

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- and those members of the Asia Pacific region?

O'DEA:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

What about trade between members of the Asia Pacific Region that does
not involve New South Wales?

O'DEA:

If it didn't involve New South Wales, I certainly wouldn't have seen it
within my remit, but in a broad sense, I suppose New South Wales is a
part of Australia, and sometimes it's difficult to distinguish between New
South Wales and Australia in the sense that -

GRAINGER:

Sure.

O'DEA:

- you know, you're, you're promoting Australia when you're promoting
New South Wales, and vice versa.

GRAINGER:

OK. So there is a, a minister within the government who's responsible
for trade?

O'DEA:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

As a - as a state based minister.

O'DEA:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And there was a, a federal minister -

O'DEA:

Correct.

GRAINGER:

- who's obviously responsible for trade.

O'DEA:

Yes, yes.

GRAINGER:

Was there dialogue between those relevant ministers and APFG members
about common messages -

O'DEA:

I don't -

GRAINGER:

- or they've seen from the same song sheet?

O'DEA:

Yeah. On occasions, I'd say yes. I mean, as, as I said in my role, having
been a parliamentary secretary for trade and investment, and I worked in
that time when Stuart Ayres was the minister of the state. It's now Niall
Blair. And I still do reps for Niall. I've got - now got a role as parl sect
to premier treasurer, but it's a fairly sort of over arching general sort of a
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role. And Niall doesn't have a parliamentary secretary now. So I often I'm doing something this evening for Study New South Wales, for
example. Daryl also, I can't remember what all his parl sect roles were,
but he, he certainly - you know, I was aware that he had a broader
interest in, in trade and, and facilitating some of those things as well.

5
GRAINGER:

I mean, Daryl, was he a parliamentary secretary to Mr Elliott's portfolio?

O'DEA:

Corrective Services, Veteran's Affairs -

GRAINGER:

Affairs and the Anzac -

O'DEA:

Correct, yes. But he - but he has, I'm aware he has had, for quite a long
time, an interest in some of those broader objectives around trade. So
your line of question doesn't surprise me.

GRAINGER:

Is that -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- something you've discussed with Daryl, the interest to trade or -

O'DEA:

Not, not, not, not specifically, but I just, I was aware that he - he had in,
in various capacities, not always Asia Pacific Friendship Group, that he
travelled to China and other countries within the Asia Pacific as perhaps
an extension, or not necessarily connected with his role as the Asia
Pacific Friendship Group Chair, but - in a direct sense, but, you know, I
knew he had an interest in, in travelling.

GRAINGER:

OK.

O'DEA:

And, and had some relationships with people in some of those countries.
We didn't really ever get to any specific discussions other than on one
occasion, he asked whether I was interested in, in helping with trade and
investment. So I was aware he was liaising with the department at one
stage, and he needed somebody to rep New South Wales. I didn't end up
doing it, but I can remember him asking on one occasion whether I was
available to do so.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh. So within the APFG yourself, Jonathan -

O'DEA:

Yep, yep.

GRAINGER:

- was it a, a - sorry, I'll rephrase it.

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Is it an organisation that meets, or had a regular meeting time table and -

O'DEA:

Yeah, no, no. Sorry, there's a, a parent's room. No, it didn't. The
executive would meet more often -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.
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O'DEA:

- executive comprising of about 5 people would meet more regularly.
Probably in the last couple of years, it hasn't been as active as, as it could
have been. So that's one of the reasons why we wanted to have another
meeting just a week or two ago. But - yeah. So there's been a little bit of
fundraising activity, particularly in the Solomon Islands. Before that,
there'd been a number of, particularly when, when something really there's a tragedy or a - an event of international significance, an
earthquake or a tsunami, the group has raised some money and, and
contributed to addressing some of those crisis situations in some of those
Asia Pacific countries.

GRAINGER:

So whilst -

O'DEA:

And, and Daryl has - sorry, my perception is Daryl's done a good job in,
in helping raise the money for those activities, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Whilst Daryl was the chairman of the organisation, which I think was
from 2011 to now, maybe earlier.

O'DEA:

No, 2011 would be right, because when we moved into government, and
before that, I'm pretty sure there would have been a - I'm vaguely just
trying o think who was the chair. I can't remember, but I think when
labour was in government, I don't think he would have been the chair
then, yeah.

GRAINGER:

And I may have that date -

O'DEA:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

- incorrect in my head. But for the purpose of - we're on the time when
Daryl was chairman -

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- who made up the executive of the - of the group?

O'DEA:

Yeah. I think when I joined, I can remember when I joined, Don Harwin
was the treasurer, because I took over as treasurer at one stage. I then
moved into a vice president role, and then since then, I've now moved
into a co-chair, or, or vice chair role, whatever we call them. Helen
Sham-ho still, I think, stays on as an honorary, sort of, an honorary
deputy of some sorts. Sonia Honery has been an ongoing constant for as
long as I have been there, Sonia came into the parliament as me. As I
said, Geoff Hunter, I think, was involved quite centrally more before, but
there was a little bit of an overlap when I joined. I think even as a non
Member of Parliament, he still sort of stayed around a bit. Anna, Anna
Watson is now the treasurer, I’m just trying to think who else…
Shaoquett Moselmane ….was - is no longer, but was in the last, before
the last Parliament - sorry, before this current Parliament, he was a
deputy chair I think when I was treasurer. Daryl's been pretty much a
constant -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.
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O'DEA:

- since, since we moved into government, and he was involved in it
before then. And then a range of members, they're the ones that sort of
played more the sort of executive roles that I can recall. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So talking about a - as a group -

O'DEA:

Sorry, and Mark Coure. Mark Coure is the secretary, and Mark has been
secretary for quite some time. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Holistically as a group of members of Parliament who are -

O'DEA:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

- members of the friendship group.

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

How is the work of the group directed?
fundraising for charitable donations -

O'DEA:

Sure, yeah.

GRAINGER:

- but how is it exactly, who decides what's going to happen?

O'DEA:

Yeah, um, there's no doubt that Daryl was sort of, you know, the leader
of the group, and in, in a positive way, from my experience. But when
there were decisions to be made, certainly anything financial or anything
function wise, he was pretty consultative and, and would involve
members of the executive in, in a collaborative way. So the executive
typically made the decisions. The wider group would only come together
either if there was a function, a fundraising function, or some sort of
social function, or at the beginning of the term of the Parliament when
you elect members to the executive. And when you have to have a, a
formal meeting for each Parliament. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

You mentioned earlier in the start that there's the members of Parliament,
and you have a group of consulate officials.

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Are they actually formally members of the APFG or are they -

O'DEA:

Yeah, look, look at one stage - and I'm going back memory to some
extent, I think there use to be more formality in terms of their
membership, and, and in terms of members of people who are - Jan John Aquilina was also involved quite early. So John, I think, became a
life member at some stage. And he, he might have chaired in fact when
labour was around. So there was more of a formal sort of membership
list. It changed - my perception is that it changed somewhat to be more
just members of Parliament as the members, and then invited guests.
And certainly, we'd often, the meetings would often be meetings with the
consulate representatives in Sydney. There'd be an update on what's
happening in the - from their perspective, in the region, or in their home
country, from a perspective of what, you know, is happening locally in
New South Wales with their Australian base, you know, communities of
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- of ethnic origin. But it's pretty much anybody who is in the Asia
Pacific Consulate would be invited. Yeah.
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GRAINGER:

Was there - I mean, the Asia Pacific Region is a fairly large area.

O'DEA:

It is, it is.

GRAINGER:

You're talking a number of countries.

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall meeting with, you know, the, the staff or the consulate of
the Unites States, or Canada, or -

O'DEA:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Yes.

O'DEA:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So it's been a holistic -

O'DEA:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- of the whole - of the whole region.

O'DEA:

Yes, yes, yes.

GRAINGER:

So how often would these meetings occur? Was it once a year, twice a
year?

O'DEA:

Like in the last year, probably only once, and that's up, up until the one
we just had. As I said, it dropped off a bit. It use to be more. When I
joined, it was closer to doing something maybe two or three times a year,
which then, in more recent years, probably reduced to maybe twice a
year. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So the group itself, is it bound by a charter or a set of, of rules governing
it?

O'DEA:

There is - there, there are some loose sort of guidelines in terms of the
way that the Parliament's friendship groups operate. So they have to be
constituted formally at the beginning of each Parliament, and there's a
formal meeting and a formal process around that. And yes, there are
some board guidelines. If you have a bank account, then you have to
report on an annual basis on that, as well as activities, which we did do,
on an annual basis. Some of those meetings would, would - well, all
those meetings would have been reported on, but some of the activities
also occurred outside those formal meeting environments. And same for
example, you know, the chair may have gone to a country in the Asia
Pacific and that would have been minuted in that annual report. Patricia
Broderick was sort of an honorary assistant from her time when she was
a - an assistant to the clerk of the Parliament, and she's maintained also
an, an ongoing involvement, another person who's been - in fact, she's
probably been around longer than any of us in terms of the history.
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GRAINGER:

I was going to you ask that, appreciate you answered that for me, thank
you.

O'DEA:

Yeah, yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

With the, the travel involved -

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- is it - is - if, for example, a member of the group, again, Daryl -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- were to travel to a -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- an overseas country -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- is that something that would be discussed within the executive?

O'DEA:

It, it may be.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

But we never financially supported any act - of those activities. I think
there were occasions when we might have sort of, in a loose sense nature,
known about it. For example, and the Solomon Islands, even with
myself, I, I went to - I represented then President Don Harwin at the
opening of the Solomon's Parliament on one occasion. And we'd raised
some money for the hospitals over there, for the Good Samaritan
Hospital and the, the other hospital. And while I was there, took the
opportunity to visit them and to present some cheques to them. So
something like that would have been sanctioned, or it was sanctioned at
the time by the executive, and that was ancillary to a visit that I was there
for already. Likewise, I visited again the Solomon Islands just earlier
this year with a delegation from the current president. And as a, a side
visit, I went and visited one of the hospitals, particularly the hospital
which, which we had an ongoing - and particularly, Daryl had had an
ongoing involvement relationship with - I've forgotten the name of the
sister there, but the Good Samaritan Sisters, and they do a great job.
And, and Daryl had taken a special interest in supporting that institution,
including, as I said, raising some money. And there was a - there was a,
a young girl, at one stage, who was in, in a life threatening situation, I
think she died, a little baby, and he'd raised money for an operation to be
conducted for that. I can't remember the name of the girl, but she
tragically died, and subsequently that money was then, I think, donated to
the hospital.

GRAINGER:

The hospital itself.

O'DEA:

Yeah, yeah.
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GRAINGER:

We'll come into a couple of the trips and -

O'DEA:

Sure, sure.

GRAINGER:

- and we'll deal with that.

O'DEA:

Yeah, I'm also aware that he, he had travelled to certainly China a
number of times, and other Asian countries, I just can't remember. And
he had mentioned those in the context of, you know, reporting generally,
not, not specifics though. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So, I mean, you've talked about the time that you travelled to the
Solomon's. When, when you travelled -

O'DEA:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

- and I suppose I'm trying to make a correlation -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- between all members travelling.

O'DEA:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

When you travelled on the occasions you have been, you've gone as, as
what?

O'DEA:

In, in the - in the case of both trips to the Solomon Islands, I went as a
representative of the president the first time, and a Member of
Parliament. I spoke at their Parliament. The second time, I went as a
dele - a member of a delegation, which was Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association, I think, sponsored. But it was through, again,
the president's office organising that delegation. When I've travelled
otherwise within the Asian region, I've travelled to - I've travelled to
Singapore and Malaysia on a CPA funded initiative.
Every
parliamentarian after - usually in the second term, gets a Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association study trip. And as part of that, I've been to on
route elsewhere, albeit briefly, we just had to go to a Commonwealth
Country.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

Malaysia and Singapore, where else have I been? And New Zealand,
under those sorts of arrangements. China, I've also been a number of
times in a - either - and one occasion, I think I had some accommodation
paid for as parliamentary secretary, because I'd just moved into a parl
sect role. But otherwise, my first trip to China was assisted, I think we
paid our own airfares, but the accommodation and the - which is often
the way it works with countries, was paid for by the - someone or
something connected to the Chinese government.
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GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

That's going back - that's going back quite a few years. I've travelled to
China a number of times in association with the ACETCA Group, A, A,
the Australia China Economic Trade and Cultural Association. I've
always insisted on - in that situation to pay my own airfare and my own
accommodation, but there's been inbound, you know assistance -

GRAINGER:

Sure.

O'DEA:

- by way of travel meals, you know, and they show you around the
hospitality. And, and you're representing New South Wales Government
in a broad sense, because you're there as an MP, but on those occasions,
as I said, particularly as a parliamentary secretary, I always insisted as
paying my own -

GRAINGER:

Sure.

O'DEA:

- my own way. I've also travelled to Taiwan, which is an annual - part
of an annual programme which is sponsored again by the twai Taiwanese government, and that’s been an ongoing programme for many
years, and I was part of that a couple of years ago as well, yeah.

GRAINGER:

So when you travelled -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- the, the times you've described to us -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- is, is - has an imprimatur of the Parliament as - you're acting as a
Member of Parliament on each occasion. Have I got that correct?

O'DEA:

On, on every occasion other than - I have also travelled privately -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

- through Singapore and Hong Kong and China with my family.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

And I have - didn't mention those trips because they were purely personal
-

GRAINGER:

Personal.

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And that's where I'm trying to differentiate between the actual personal
trips -

O'DEA:

Yeah, sure.

GRAINGER:

- and the, the trips as a Member of Parliament -
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O'DEA:

Sure, sure.

GRAINGER:

- or a member of the APFG.

O'DEA:

Sure, sure. And look, I acknowledge that there could be a blurring of that
-

GRAINGER:

Yep.

O'DEA:

- on occasion, because, you know, it's difficult sometimes to the two, but
generally, generally that is the case, that I'll travel for work or travel in a
private capacity, yeah.

GRAINGER:

And the travel for work -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- when you travel as you’ve described to us -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- internally, is there a requirement for you to notify anyone that you were
going to China, Taiwan, Thailand?

O'DEA:

Yeah, certainly if you're going - the CPA, you have to do a report
afterwards. And, and I've done that, and you have to lodge that. It’s in
the library, and you can look up those in the library. In terms of the
Taiwanese trip, there was no report that you had to do, but, but certainly,
it goes through the - all those sorts of trips, like the, the - not all, sorry.
Some of those trips go through the CPA system, some of them would be
going through the, the Whips office.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

So I - I also, in the early days of Parliament, went to Canada on a - one of
the new members sort of orien - you know, orientation type, the had a
conferency type thing. Again, that's something that, that they do every
year. So I had the opportunity to do that. That would have gone through
the Whips office. The one, Solomon Islands went through the president's
office. So often, there's coordinate - if there's a group, there's a
coordinating point in terms of who's selling to go on it. In terms of the,
the only one I sort of done more in a personal MP type capacity is going
to the ACETCA conference, where I'm patron of that group. They - and
I've spoken on it in parliament. I certainly have nothing, you know - no
reason to not be totally public, which I have been, but I haven't had to be
- had - that hasn't been sort of sanctioned in the sense of being sent there
as part of an organised group. It's more a facilitation of exchange,
cultural, economic, and social, and that group also - and indeed, sorry,
the other one I went on was the Eyes on China. When I went on the eyes
on China trip, again, I paid my own airfare, and I actually - even though
they offered pay, I wanted to pay my own accommodation because it was
a charity initiative.

GRAINGER:

Yes.
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O'DEA:

And, and that was through a group called the ACPPRC, which is China
related. It's changed it's mandate a little in recent years, and had a little
bit of bad press but -

GRAINGER:

That’s a reunification between China and Taiwan.

O'DEA:

yeah, yeah, peaceful, peaceful reunification in China -

GRAINGER:

Yes, all right.

O'DEA:

- and, and not just Taiwan, but a few of the territories, Tibet, Taiwan,
and while it was peaceful reunification, while it remains peaceful
reunification, that's a good thing. If it goes beyond that, then not, but
they use to also have - when, when William Chu ran it, he's deceased
now, they use to have an annual programme which generated a lot of
good will around surgeons - Australian surgeons and, and nurses going
into China and, and treating, you know, you know, eye disease,
particularly in rural and regional areas. So I went with Carmel Tebbutt,
in fact, it was part of the CPA trip that I took. I'd gone somewhere else
first. So, so I actually had my airfare paid for rather than - as part of the
CPA trip on route, but I paid my, as I say - didn't want to take the
hospitality. The - sorry, I've lost the train of the question -

GRAINGER:

That's all right.

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

With -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

With - as being a member of the government -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

How is it ensured that a member travelling overseas -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- I suppose sings on the same song sheet.

O'DEA:

Yeah, yeah. The politicians often have to be trusted to do that.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

You're not tightly controlled. And it's more when something goes wrong
you find out.

GRAINGER:

OK.

O'DEA:

Perhaps said something inappropriate. But it's common sense largely -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

10

15

20

25

30

Volume 27

1286

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

O'DEA:

- although, sometimes in short supply. But generally, if you've got a big
of experience, and you know what the government's mandate is, then and, and look, if you do take benefits, or you have treatment of
hospitality, then if it's certain limits, you disclose it. And sometimes,
even if it's not over the limits, you'll still disclose it, which is something
that I've, I've done in the past. So there's a disclosure regime which
you're well aware of which, which addresses some of those. But in terms
of your behaviour and how you do things, look, I'm never - I've never
done anything to personally benefit or perceive a commercial
remuneration for what I've done. So, you know, if that's what's been
investigated from Daryl, that might be a different situation. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, I'll show you some documents -

O'DEA:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

- later on.

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

But I'm trying to understand the framework that within - and the
dynamics of how the -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

-the different role -

O'DEA:

You've got a free - you've got a - you've got a fair latitude. There's a fair
latitude in terms of how you might behave. Where I think the line is
drawn is you're acting for the public interest, not your personal interest.

GRAINGER:

So in your role as the parliamentary secretary for trade previously -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- you obviously had certain portfolio responsibilities in that to deal with
-

O'DEA:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

- the trade - the trade -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- portfolio.

O'DEA:

As an - as an assistant type minister.

GRAINGER:

Assistant.

O'DEA:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

So and as a back bencher -

O'DEA:

Yeah.
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GRAINGER:

- within the Parliament -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- you're aware of the - as you said, the government's general policy -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- and the, the mandate the government has?

O'DEA:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

So if you're travelling to China as a - an MP, a back bencher -

O'DEA:

Yep, yep.

GRAINGER:

- how do you ensure that you're singing the same story that the -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- both the parl secretary and the minister -

O'DEA:

yeah.

GRAINGER:

- wants to send?

O'DEA:

Well, if you're speaking in generalities

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

- I think you're pretty safe, you know. You know, you've got to trust
him, but you can't hold their hand the whole time. I mean, we're, we're in
responsible positions, and, and although we sometimes don't do it as well
as we could.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

Generally, we're charged with representing the government and the
people of New South Wales, and you've got to that in a fairly often
autonomous way to make that judgement. So you're not - you're hands
aren't held. If, if it's involving committing the State to something, then,
you know, it's common sense again, you'd liaise, or I would liaise with
the minister, often as something formal or something of significant
magnitude -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

- you know, in terms of a commercial arrangement, then yes, I would
liaise with the relevant Ministers office.

GRAINGER:

OK.

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Is that a courtesy type of arrangement that -
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O'DEA:

I think, both, I think it's -

GRAINGER:

"Good morning Niall, I'm going to China, I'm going to talk about trade."
That type of -

O'DEA:

Well, if you're talking specifics, that's what I'm saying.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

O'DEA:

If you're just talking generalities and you, you keep it, you know, talking
about trade, it's everyone's role to talk about trade. Indeed, it's everyone's
role to talk about every portfolio if it's relevant. But if you're talking
about doing deals, then I think that involves more of a, a - it, it would be
more sensible to liaise with appropriate offices and, and people -

GRAINGER:

Yep.

O'DEA:

- within the formal structure of government, in my view.

GRAINGER:

So, we, we, we touched briefly on the, the broad guidelines that
Parliament issues for, for Friendship Group to operate under.

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Within those guidelines, is it permissible, to your knowledge -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- to advocate for private companies?

O'DEA:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And, and what, what can you do under the guidelines?

O'DEA:

I don't know that it specifically goes into that detail, but again, where I
would draw the line is no problems with assisting private companies do
the trade to the benefit of New South Wales and taxpayers, and, and
generally trade. I mean, private companies drive the economy. They are
all private companies. Question is that - sorry, the crucial question in my
mind is if you're doing it for the benefit of the state, not necessarily the
government, the, the wellbeing of the state, and the constituent members,
corporate and individual of the state, then that's perfectly appropriate. If
you're doing it for your own personal benefit, that's a different question.

GRAINGER:

OK. So those representations that we've just discussed.

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Would it be appropriate to make representations for a New South Wales
company -

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- to an overseas entity?
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O'DEA:

I would have no problem with that.

GRAINGER:

OK. And the - from your understanding, what you said to us, that that's -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- can be done under the, the, the guidelines at this point in time.

O'DEA:

At well, yeah, unwritten and written guidelines.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

I don't. I, I would not have a problem with that if it was done the write
way.

GRAINGER:

OK. And that involves both a member of - being a member of the APFG
-

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- what about as a Member of Parliament?

O'DEA:

More so as a Member of Parliament.
Parliament.

GRAINGER:

Yep. So within your role as an MP -

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- you, you have an electorate -

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- that you, you - the electorates represent.

O'DEA:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Does your remit go beyond that electorate?

O'DEA:

It goes to the whole of New South Wales, yes.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

Albeit, the level of responsibility and commitment from - is greater in within your electorate, yeah.

GRAINGER:

So do you recall occasions where you had advocated for business that are
outside of your electorate itself?

O'DEA:

I'm sure I would have, yeah, absolutely, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Now, from an APFG perspective -

O'DEA:

Yep.
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GRAINGER:

- are you aware of any business delegations led by the APFG to overseas
countries?

O'DEA:

Not formally, that I am aware of. But by all means, prompt my memory,
but I can't think of any. In a - in a - in a - in a formal delegation sense,
there may have been an imprimatur or a - an acknowledgement that the
AFPG was being represented. But in terms of a formal delegation going
from the AFPG, I wouldn't couch them in those terms, no. And certainly
representation, I would say yes. I think, you know, Daryl, for example,
reported back to a group on occasions on trips that he had made, which
were fostering some of the objectives.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

But wouldn't go - we didn't go into specifics other than in the context of
the Solomon's, I can recall.

GRAINGER:

OK. Well, putting the Solomon's -

O'DEA:

And, and Timor as well, I think he might have gone too as well.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

O'DEA:

On one occasion for some, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Putting the Solomon's and Timor aside.

O'DEA:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

What do you recall Daryl telling you about trips he made?

O'DEA:

Yeah, look, I, I was aware that Daryl made trips - sorry, my perception is
that some of those trips were - while they might have been in part
promoting the same objectives, and, and with his Asia Pacific Friendship
Group hat on to some extent, I think he was - in hindsight, and
hindsight's a wonderful thing, he was certainly promoting his own
electorate, and there was a centre of sorts. And I think it's been in the
paper as well that he was trying to promote for agricultural trade within
Wagga. And I knew that he was doing - he was working on things for his
own electorate. I, I knew he had a number of trips to China, and he was he was doing things as facilitating a trade. I never really spoke in any
detail, because it wasn't central to - I wouldn't have seen that activity as
central to his role with the Asia Pacific Friendship Group Albeit, it was
potentially relevant to it.

GRAINGER:

The centre you're talking about, I think it may be called the Wuai Trade
Centre.

O'DEA:

It, it may be.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

O'DEA:

I know it's in Wagga, and, and, and, and he's been sort of trying a bit on
the band wagon for, for a number of years, yeah.
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GRAINGER:

And that, so it would have been early in the - in 2011, 2012. Is that the
period of time we're talking about?

O'DEA:

I think it might have gone beyond that later.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

O'DEA:

Later than that, yeah. And, and, and I think earlier, for some years, I
think he was trying to get things moving. And some - and look,
sometimes, you'd, you'd receive visiting delegations. I mean, I've
received heaps of delegations from China in New South Wales too. And
often, you know, there's no benefit other than the promoting good will
and looking after -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

- in the same way that you'd want to be looked after if you went to China
or anywhere else. And Daryl would also receive delegations and the like.
And sometimes, you don't even know really what they're objectives are.
It's just being, you know, you're being hospitable as a Member of
Parliament. And, and, and in a pretty general sense, facilitating good
will.

GRAINGER:

Have you been asked in your role as both an MP and as a member of the
APFG to write introductory letters for groups coming to the -

O'DEA:

Yes, I have, yep. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. And how - what's the basis of that - upon that, why is that done?

O'DEA:

My understanding is that often the, the migration authorities want to have
a level of comfort that -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

- that they're coming here for a, a visit, a delegation visit. And that
they're not going to abscond or - and also financially, that there's no
financial exposure. But I think it's - it's also, you know, ramp protocol as
well. And I think it's probably - to be honest, I don't know the details of
what all the requirements are, but it's a longstanding sort of protocol
arrangement, customary, if not legally, useful. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So have those approaches been made directly to you or there's been -

O'DEA:

Yeah, I, I have had on occasion - yeah, a number of those, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Can you tell me an indication of how many times that occurred?

O'DEA:

Over my time in Parliament, I'm guessing maybe six or seven.

GRAINGER:

OK.

O'DEA:

Yeah.
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WONG:

Sorry. And is that because of your - I guess, your membership with the
APFG, or just as a member of David -

O'DEA:

Both, both. I mean, I'm quite, I'm quite engaged in the Australian/China,
Chinese community here in New South Wales.

WONG:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

So sometimes that might, might have been people who, as I said, you
know, I've engaged with - either through one of those groups that I've
talked about, or just generally. But the request would have to come from
somebody who I trusted. And, and, you know, yeah.

GRAINGER:

So it's, it's someone you know would ask you, "Jonathan, could you write
-

O'DEA:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- a letter introduction for -

O'DEA:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- the group?"

O'DEA:

Yes, yes. And I wouldn't know the group.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

But I know the person who's asking me, and who is, in a sense, bringing
a level of, you know, I suppose, trust to that situation. And I've never
had an experience that has been bad. So, you know, having done it a
number of times, it'd be - as I said, it's, it's, it's reasonably customary.

GRAINGER:

Is that something that, that's sanctioned by a requirement with the
Parliament, because I assume you'd write - you don't write it Jonathan
O'Dea -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- from your personal address, you write it as Jonathan O'Dea as a
Member of Parliament.

O'DEA:

Correct.

GRAINGER:

Correct?

O'DEA:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So is, is that somehow sanctioned by a guideline of something within the
Parliament?

O'DEA:

Yeah, look, look, I would have - I mean, again, this is going back some
time because I've been in Parliament for a while. From memory, I would
have checked the fist couple of times, you know, it's - I suppose you
think, Oh gosh, you know, should I be doing this? Is this the way you do
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it? And as I said, that is the way that typically it, it occurs. And for a lot
of these delegations, they just need to have a sponsor of sorts. And
again, you're making clear that the expenses are at they're cost, and you
offer to meet them when they come here. And so - yeah, look, I, I don't
have an issue, or I don't think that's a - I don't think that's an issue or a
problem in terms of process. Yeah.

5
GRAINGER:

So the letter that you write -

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- whom does it go to? The Australian Immigration Officials, or to the
Foreign Country Immigration Official?

O'DEA:

Gosh, I'm just trying to remember. I think you - I think you address to I'm just trying to remember who we'd address it to. We'd address it to
neither -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

- but it would end up with, I think, mainly the Australian migration.
That's my perception.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

There may be a requirement, which I, I don't know, but certainly, I think
it's addressed to the delegation leader. And what the process is exactly
behind the scenes, I don't know of one. I honestly don't know.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh. Within Chinese culture, and a, a letter form a Member of
Parliament -

O'DEA:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- would hold more sway -

O'DEA:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- or influence -

O'DEA:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- then if I were to write a letter saying -

O'DEA:

I agree with that.

GRAINGER:

You agree.

O'DEA:

I agree with that. And, and, and in fact, as I said, I - I see it as customary
as much as, as any legal requirement, and, and the desire of the Chinese
to deal with politicians is much higher than you would find in Australia.
And, and dare I say, probably the respect that is shown is a bit different
to the Australian environment.

GRAINGER:

So the, the groups, and again, talking about letters you -
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O'DEA:

But you wouldn't write the letter unless you were comfortable -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

- or I wouldn't, if I was comfortable, not only with the person asking, but
also the circumstances. So - and, and be willing to meet them yourself
when, when they were here.

GRAINGER:

The, the letter that's written - sorry, I'll rephrase it.

O'DEA:

That's all right.

GRAINGER:

The people who are coming on the delegation -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- I can only assume they have some status within the, the Chinese
community.

O'DEA:

Sure.

GRAINGER:

- they're not these - the general member of the population, they're -

O'DEA:

No. Correct, correct. They would have a title -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

- and, and, and there'd be a delegation with the leader of the delegation.
Typically, there'd be somebody connected with government.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

The bureaucracy of government, if not the elect - you know, more, more
often the bureaucracy or the Communist party, or a, you know, a leading
industry sort of type group. But most, most often it would be a
combination of few - of, of, of the two, or certainly a, a government type
of person there in that group. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

O'DEA:

And the titles of those people, you ask for. You don’t just say John Mary
and -

GRAINGER:

Sure.

O'DEA:

- so it's got to look credible.

GRAINGER:

Have you on occasion had any one come back to you and say, "Why
have you written this letter?"

O'DEA:

No.

GRAINGER:

From Commonwealth perspective?

O'DEA:

No. No, I haven't.
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GRAINGER:

OK.

O'DEA:

Not - sorry, not to my recollection.

GRAINGER:

Just going back quickly to the APFG -

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- has the focus of the APFG changed, or did it change during Daryl's
time of the as the chairman?

O'DEA:

That's hard to remember, because he's been chair for a while.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

As I said, he had - saw a change of government. Probably less members
now than there might have been when I joined. As I said, a little bit less
activity in the last couple of years, but, yeah. As I said, I think it's been
less active in recent years. You raised money back in those days, and
still, still did, still does.

GRAINGER:

Has it become more China-centric?

15

O'DEA:

I think New South Wales and Australia's become more China-centric, so
probably. But, but not to the exclusion of other countries, no. But, but I
think the answer is yes, it has, but that's more of a function, I think, of, of
our focus on China. If you look at the trade between China and, and
Australia, it's escalated enormously over that time.

20

GRAINGER:

So was Daryl able to act unilaterally without the knowledge of the other
APFG members?

O'DEA:

Any Member of Parliament can.

GRAINGER:

Sorry, this is more relating to his role as a chairman of the APFG, is a -

O'DEA:

Yes, I'm sure he would have, but it's a question of judgement. As I said,
what's the magnitude of which you're acting on, and if it involves
financial commitments or formality, then I would expect it'd go to the
executive. Yep.

GRAINGER:

So the, the, the capacity of a Member of Parliament and or the APFG -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- to act unilaterally is, I suppose, governed by an overall perception that
they will act in the best interest of the, the constituents of New South
Wales.

O'DEA:

Coming back to the distinction that I made earlier, you're acting in the
public interest, not your personal interest.

GRAINGER:

Jonathan, I'm going to show you an email now. It's a 2012 email.

O'DEA:

Yep, yep.
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GRAINGER:

You're not a party of this email.

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

But I'll, I'll ask you in relation to your one aspect of it. For the purpose
of the recording, it's commission reference D-1-0-4-3-9-8-0-4. And it
deals with a, a proposal to conduct some training -

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- with Chinese entities. Were you aware of, back in 2012, any, I
suppose, desire to engage with Chinese universities and provide training
in Australia at all?

O'DEA:

2012, no. But I have been in more recent years, yes.

GRAINGER:

OK.

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And what were they, what was that in relation to in more recent years?

O'DEA:

More recent years, there's been interest in, in more formal relationships
between Chinese universities and New South Wales universities.

GRAINGER:

And is that a, a matter that's dealt with by the minister for education, or is
it more APFG function?

O'DEA:

It wouldn't be education, it'd be more trade and investment.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

I'll just show you this document.

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

It's, it's an email between a number of parties.

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

One of them's Daryl Maguire.

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And a gentleman by the name of Bob Tuck, you may or may not know.

O'DEA:

I don't think I know him, but yeah.

GRAINGER:

And a Dean of the Shenyang Aerospace University by the name of -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- Richard Chen.
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O'DEA:

Right, OK. Sure. APFG is Aust - Australia -

GRAINGER:

Pacific Friendship Group.

O'DEA:

- Pacific Friendship Group. OK. I just wanted to clarify that. Yep.

GRAINGER:

So in that email, what Mr Maguire's talking about, as I said, some, some
training for aeronautical -

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- disciplines.

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And, and Mr Chen is indicating that it is his understanding -

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- from a conversation he's had with Daryl that the APFG would organise
course material -

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- and did you have any knowledge of that at all?

O'DEA:

No knowledge, and that would not - I - I would read that as one of two
ways, either Mr Chen is misunderstanding -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

- what's been put to him, or there had been a misrepresentation of what
the APFG does. Yep. It's quite possible that he meets with somebody
who is associated with the APFG and he has made the conclusion that it's
with the APFG when it's not, because certainly, I can tell you the APFG
would not get involved in that type of activity to my knowledge, ever.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall, and we've spoken in for broad terms about -

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- Mr Maguire travelling to China.

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Do you personally recall each trip that he took, and having discussion
about that?

O'DEA:

No. No, I know, I know he's, he's made numerous trips.

GRAINGER:

OK.

O'DEA:

Yep. And, and some of them, I wouldn't even be aware of, but some of
them, he might just say, "I've just come back from China," or, "I was
dealing with some, some people in," I can't even remember - even
remember the country - the cities. But I, I did know that he went to
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China reasonably often. Yep. And generally, it was not - it was not for
the Asia Pacific Friendship Group purpose, but as I was saying before,
there might have been a blurring of purposes, you know, because it's
difficult to sometimes ascertain what hat you wear in different cir circumstances. But as I say, it comes down, at the end of the day, for me,
public versus private benefit.
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GRAINGER:

So in that blurring -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- if, for example, you were now to travel to China -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- no one in China would know that you were a Member of Parliament
until you told them. Would that be a reasonable assumption?

O'DEA:

Sorry, if I just went myself?

GRAINGER:

Yep, yep. You hopped on the plane tomorrow -

O'DEA:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- travel to China -

O'DEA:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- no one would know that you were -

O'DEA:

No, not unless they have they're spies out.

GRAINGER:

Exactly, exactly. So the, the knowledge of someone travelling to a
foreign country -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- being a member of the Parliament -

O'DEA:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- they have - usually have to be informed that you are a Member of
Parliament, otherwise you are just a -

O'DEA:

Unless you are going to meet - yes, unless you've arranged something.

GRAINGER:

That's right, yes.

O'DEA:

I, I, would generally agree with that statement -

GRAINGER:

That statement, yep.

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So you, you turn up to Fiji and they don't know that you're an MP until
somebody actually tells them.
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O'DEA:

Unless you travel on an official passport, or -

GRAINGER:

Passport, yep, yep.

O'DEA:

- or as I say, there's some -

GRAINGER:

On a mission.

O'DEA:

- or, or there's some, you know, intelligence monitoring of you. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Do you know of a company called United World Enterprises?

O'DEA:

Doesn't ring a bell. Can you tell me who -

GRAINGER:

And a gentleman by the name of Jimmy Liu?

O'DEA:

I've heard - I think I've heard the name possibly. In fact, I might even
heard the name from Daryl.

GRAINGER:

And what do you recall about that?

O'DEA:

I can't remember ever meeting the man.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

I don’t think I have. I can't tell you, I, I, I genuinely couldn't, couldn't tell
you anything, other than the name has some familiarity. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Jimmy is the director of this company, United World Enterprises.

O'DEA:

Right.

GRAINGER:

To our knowledge they have two properties within New South Wales,
one is Oaten Hay Production facility in Leeton.

O'DEA:

Right.

GRAINGER:

The, the other is a cattle station in the Tamworth area.

O'DEA:

Right.

GRAINGER:

And their head office is not far from Mark Coure's -

O'DEA:

Right.

GRAINGER:

- outside of his electorate -

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- but not within it.

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall attending a, a dinner at the Golden Century restaurant back
in January 2017?
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I've been to the Golden Century a few times.

GRAINGER:

A few times.

O'DEA:

- quite a few times. You'd have to tak, you'd have to do better than that,
sorry.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, it would be 26 January, Australia day.

O'DEA:

Australia, no. I don't think I would have gone to a dinner. Am I there, or
-

GRAINGER:

Well, this, this email -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- which was commissioned reference D-1-0-5-2-2-2-5-9, I'll just show
you this -

O'DEA:

In fact, I'll just check my diary.

GRAINGER:

OK. And in -

O'DEA:

Sorry, can you give me the date again?

GRAINGER:

Yeah, sorry. The dinner was on the 26th of January, 2017.

O'DEA:

Yeah, that should be in my diary if it's there. Yes, dinner with delegation
from China, Golden Century Seafood restaurant.

GRAINGER:

OK. So what -

O'DEA:

6.30.

GRAINGER:

- do you recall about that?

O'DEA:

Obviously not much. OK. My diary, "Thanks Mark, I'm happy to
attend," so email to me, here we go, Jimmy Liu copied in. Here we go,
well, I'm happy to show this to you.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

O'DEA:

Email from Mark, "I was wondering if you're free on Thursday night next
week. This, there is a small delegation from China that Jimmy Liu has
arranged that I will be attending along with Daryl and Ben Chow." Ben's
leading local connection between Liberal party and the Chinese
community. Daryl, obviously Daryl Maguire. "It's Australia day, so you
might want to do a few things with the family, your call, Mark." And the
lead up to that was there was a Sophie Duan who sent an email to Mark
Coure.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

Re dinner at Golden Century.

GRAINGER:

Yes.
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O'DEA:

"Thanks, Mark. Jimmy is happy to invite Jonathan O'Dea as well.
Please help us invite him to dinner next Thursday at 6.00pm." This is the
just the email chain, trail. And before that, email from Mark, "Can I
invite Jonathan O'Dea, Parliamentary Secretary for trade and
investments," I was still in that role.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

And that's probably why I was invited. "Jimmy is delighted to invite you
all to join him for dinner at 6.30pm," blah, blah, blah. So as I said, the
name rings a bell, and, and sometimes - I'm dreadful, I can't remember
who's who.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

- but, but obviously did have dinner with him and others that night, yeah.
Happy to provide that email trail if you want.

GRAINGER:

And as you said, you don't recall any of that dinner at all, who the
delegation were, what was discussed, that type of thing?

O'DEA:

I have a vague recollection, a vague recollection now, just thinking if
Ben Chow was there and, and Mark. It was a round table with about with about 14 people around the table, and I can't - I can't - I can't
remember any of the content, no. But I mean, I would often go to these
things, and you just, you know, you're polite, you sprout generalities, you
promote try and, you know, create an environment where trade and
investment occurs, and you're welcoming of all those sorts of things. I
can't - I honestly can't remember much, much more. I mean, I go to a lot
of -

GRAINGER:

These things.

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

With the email chain you described to me then -

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- that it sounds like you were invited in Mr Coure's behest.

O'DEA:

At, at, at - Mark would have seen I would add something as the
Parliamentary - sorry, my reading of that is that Mark would have seen -

GRAINGER:

Yep.

O'DEA:

- that I would have added some status or some sort status or weight or
input to the meeting as Parliamentary secretary for trade and investment,
yes.

GRAINGER:

So it's reasonable to assume that at some point in time, some trade
function may have been discussed or business at that dinner.

O'DEA:

Well, I've - not necessarily. Often, it's just about being - the Chinese love
to feel important too.
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GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

So quite often, those things, nothing concrete - concrete is discussed. But
it may have been, but not to my knowledge.

GRAINGER:

Are you of a relationship, if any, between Mr Maguire and Mr Liu?

O'DEA:

As I said, the name rang a bell.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

But no. I wasn't aware of those, either of those businesses that you
referred to specifically, to my recollection. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Phil had an organisation - sorry, an organisation called the Shenzhen
Asia Pacific Commercial Development Association. SAPCDA was the
acronym.

O'DEA:

Look, Daryl may have mentioned their name, but I've had no contact
with, with any - with any such organisation.

GRAINGER:

And so what do you recall about Daryl may have mentioned their name,
what do you -

O'DEA:

Look, sometimes, he would mention the names of all sorts of, you know,
people or groups, you know, just in that conversation. Not in a formal
sense, sometimes he might say, you know, or, or "Can you look up this,"
and, and delegations would come in. And as I said, they'd generally
come from a province. So you'd just hear Shenzhen, blah, blah, blah, and
a another Chinese group.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh. Do you recall Mr Maguire ever mentioning a gentleman by the
name of Ho Yuen Li?

O'DEA:

That name doesn't ring bell at all.

GRAINGER:

No, OK.

O'DEA:

Generally though, Chinese, people with Chinese heritage would adopt a an Australia - an anglicised of their primary name if it names it easier to
remember. So he may have had a, another name that he goes by as well.

GRAINGER:

Is there a large Chinese contingent with your, your electorate?

O'DEA:

Yeah, one of - one of the three, Armenian, Chinese, and Jewish -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

- are disproportionately large in my electorate compared to the general
population. And as a function of that, you have to make a call early in
Parliament, there are that many ethnic communities, which one's you're
going to focus on.

GRAINGER:

OK.
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O'DEA:

So I, as an extension of my own local community, I thought, well, OK,
I'm going to focus on Jewish, Armenian, and Chinese communities at a
New South Wales level as well, which I always have done. Now, that's
extended as well partly through my Asia Pacific Friendship Group to the
Japanese, Korean, to some extent. But those three from the very early
days, I've always focused on.

GRAINGER:

So you're - and excuse me, I'm -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- not certain exactly what suburbs you take in this -

O'DEA:

So I'm - I, I - I'm just north of Chatswood.

GRAINGER:

OK.

O'DEA:

There's a huge number of people of Chinese extract in -

GRAINGER:

So you're Linfield, Gordon -

O'DEA:

I'm east - yeah, Roseville, Linfield, Killara, Gordon, and there's a large
number of that east - particularly on the eastern side. And then you've
got a lot of Jewish people in St Ives, you get a lot of Armenians from
Belrose, French's Forest. So they're - as I said, they're the three
communities that disproportionately are large - overrepresented in my
electorate. And similarly, you'd - you'd find that a lot of members of
Parliament will focus on some, you know, heritage or ethnic groups
which reflects their constituency, but that doesn't mean that they're
constrained to only doing so within their electorate. And in fact, it's not
appropriate to do that.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall in early 17, 2017, Mr Maguire travelled to the Pacific
Islands?

O'DEA:

Which Pacific Islands?

GRAINGER:

He went to Vanuatu, Fiji, Tonga, Samoa.

O'DEA:

I have a vague recollection that he might have gone to Vanuatu around
that time.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh. Yep.

O'DEA:

And, and -

GRAINGER:

Your -

O'DEA:

- he may have mentioned the others, but I, I don't have a specific
recollection, or I wouldn't have had a detailed conversation with him
about it, no.

GRAINGER:

OK. The - do you recall if that trip was an APFG trip?
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O'DEA:

No. It wouldn't have been an APFG trip, but I think it would be totally
appropriate if he's going around those nations, particularly given that
generally, we don't go there for him to put on his APFG hat and to foster
good relations in that capacity. I would see that as quite appropriate.
Again, nothing wrong with that at all, in my view, as long as you're doing
it for public benefit.

GRAINGER:

So the, the group I've mentioned before, the Shenzhen Asia Pacific -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- Development Association.

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

SAPCDA, our understanding, it is a - an entity run by the gentleman I
said before, Ho Yuen Li -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- and it's a - has, at some level, a relationship with the Shenzhen
Government.

O'DEA:

Right.

GRAINGER:

Provincial Government.

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And they have an interest in investing and developing a number of
Pacific Island Nations.

O'DEA:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

Is that something that the APFG would become involved in?

O'DEA:

No. Not, not of itself. I'd say a couple of things, one is a lot of Chinese
organisations have connections with government, so that doesn't surprise
me. I know that when we were trying to get some more money for the
Solomon's Hospital, which as I said, was a cause close to Daryl's heart,
he did ask - or he said he was going to, and I presume he did, that he
asked the Chinese Government whether they might assist with
something.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

And he was reasonably close to the Chinese Consulate, particularly one
of them in Sydney. And I can actually recall him on one occasion, you
know, suggestion or asking, you know, "Is there something that you can
do to help facilitate some assistance for this charitable organisation?"

GRAINGER:

Sure.

O'DEA:

Yep.
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GRAINGER:

You said he was close to a consulate official. Do you remember who that
person's name?

O'DEA:

I know that - I think it was Duan, Duan, I think it is, was.

GRAINGER:

Du Wei.

O'DEA:

Du Wei or Duan, or whatever his - he's, he's a former one and I, I
understand that he visited Daryl's place in Wagga at one occasion, and he
had quite a good relationship, you know, and I didn't see anything
inappropriate with that, yep.

GRAINGER:

It's our understanding that on the trip Mr Maguire took in early 2017, he
travelled to a number of those countries that I mentioned to you, Fiji -

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- Vanuatu, Tonga, and Samoa.

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And after the trip - and he travelled with Mr Ho Yuen Li.

O'DEA:

Right.

GRAINGER:

A gentleman by the name of Gordon Tse. Have you heard that name
before?

O'DEA:

Gordon Tse.

GRAINGER:

Mr Tse is a former Wagga resident who now operates a number of
businesses -

O'DEA:

Gordon, Gordon, I think the name, Gordon, I might have met somebody
called Gordon with Daryl. It used to be the - Daryl also use to be in the
Party Whip. And sometimes, there'd be people of Chinese background,
you know, come and visit in the office. I might have met a Gordon once,
but look, again, I can tell you -

GRAINGER:

Yep.

O'DEA:

- you meet a lot of people.

GRAINGER:

Well, our understanding is Mr Maguire -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- went with Ho Yuen Li -

O'DEA:

Right.

GRAINGER:

- Mr Tse -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And a women by the name of Maggie Wang, W-A-N-G.
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O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

That name ring a bell with you?

O'DEA:

Doesn't ring a bell.

GRAINGER:

OK.

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

After the trip, and during the trip -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- there was a number of meetings took place with, with Chambers of
Commerce, and various ministers, and government officials from these
Pacific Islands.

O'DEA:

Right.

GRAINGER:

There's a number of questions there I wish to delve into.

O'DEA:

Sure.

GRAINGER:

From a, a political perspective, if a Member of Parliament intends to
meet with members of a Sovereign Nations Government -

O'DEA:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- is there a protocol that's in place?

O'DEA:

It would depend on the circumstances.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

But, it, it might, in my opinion, when, when I've done those sorts of
things, and if I've met them, them, I think it's appropriate, certainly from
a protocol perspectives to let the officials know.

GRAINGER:

As in DFAT?

O'DEA:

DFAT or Trade Investment, or, or the Ministers Office, or somebody,
yes, in terms of if you're representing the government, that is. Clearly sorry, not clearly, it appears that Daryl wasn't always necessarily
representing the government. I don't know.

GRAINGER:

They seemed to be determined as -

O'DEA:

Yeah, OK. I don't know. And so I don't think you can be categorical in
that, but certainly - I'm just telling you what I would do. Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

And coming back to my questions before about protocols.

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

For - if I personally were to fly to Fiji -
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O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- and ask to meet the, the minister for tourism -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- I get shown the door fairly quickly.

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And -

O'DEA:

Unless you had a compelling proposition, yeah.

GRAINGER:

That's right. So for Mr Maguire to travel -

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- to these places -

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- there would have to be some understanding of his role within the
Parliament, one would assume.

O'DEA:

For him to be able to meet -

GRAINGER:

Yes.

O'DEA:

- with a government official, it would be easier to get in that door as a
Member of Parliament, yes.

GRAINGER:

Parliament. After the, the trip to the Solomon Islands - sorry, to these
Pacific Island Nations -

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- Mr Maguire wrote to one of the ministers in the Solomon Islands -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- in relation to it. Now, as I'm sort of relaying this to you, if you recall
anything, discussion about any of this, please let me know, with Daryl.

25

O'DEA:

No. The, the only country of those that you've mentioned that I have any
knowledge of in terms of what - other than hearing the countries names,
and maybe that he's gone there, and I can remember - the only one I can
really - sorry, the only two I can comment on would be China, to some
extent -

30

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

- but not in any detail, but the Solomon's, I certainly have more
knowledge of.

GRAINGER:

OK. In - and sorry, I've, I've mislead you.
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O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

This was - this letter was drafted before Mr Maguire actually went to - on
the trip. He didn't travel to the Solomon's -

O'DEA:

Right.

GRAINGER:

- but he invited a member of the - a minister for the Solomon Islands by
the name of Jimson Tanagada. .

O'DEA:

Right.

GRAINGER:

He was a minister for rural development at the time.

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

I'll show you the document. I'll ask you to have a read of it. For the
purpose of the transcript, it's commission reference D-1-0-4-4-2-3-4-7.

O'DEA:

Yep. Uh-huh. Yep.

GRAINGER:

Now, having read that, you can see that the letters are drafted on
Mr Maguire's Parliamentary letterhead.

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

It's signed by him in his capacity as both the member for Wagga Wagga.

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

I believe, from memory. And the -

O'DEA:

Well, on his letterhead it is, yep. Yep.

GRAINGER:

Yes, yes.

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And the - on the -

O'DEA:

Chairman of the New South Wales -

GRAINGER:

Asia Pacific Friendship Group.

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Now, you'll see the document refers to inviting the representatives from
the Solomon Islands to attend a, a meeting in Fiji with SAPCDA people.

O'DEA:

Sorry, SAPCDA?

GRAINGER:

The, the Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development Organisation.

O'DEA:

Shenzhen Trade Group.

GRAINGER:

Yes, yes.
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O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Yes.

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Um, is that something that you recall discussing with Mr Maguire as part
of the APFG?

O'DEA:

Look, he may have mentioned something in very general terms, but it,
what - as I said, I would see something like this as - look, he might have
mentioned in very general terms, but not in any specific detail, no.

GRAINGER:

For Mr Maguire's role as both the chairman as a member for Wagga
Wagga, is it appropriate for him to be inviting foreign governments to
meet with other foreign government trade representatives representatives?

O'DEA:

I must say, when I read this letter, I was looking for the New South
Wales connection.

GRAINGER:

So was I, actually, but -

O'DEA:

So that's not something that I - it, it may have been something he was
doing as a favour to - I'm trying to, you know, sort of think a little bit
laterally.

GRAINGER:

Yes.

O'DEA:

It may have been something that, you know, someone had asked him to,
you know, to help facilitate something in the broader interest of the Asia
Pacific with New South Wales getting some benefits somewhere along
the lines. But on the face of that letter, it looks slightly unusual or
outside the permit, the, the, the normal scope of certainly activities that I
would engage, yeah.

GRAINGER:

For a member of the New South Wales Parliament to write to a Minister
in an overseas government -

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- would there be a, a protocol or a requirement to actually tell someone
that you were going to do this?

O'DEA:

No.

GRAINGER:

No.

O'DEA:

No. But that doesn't make it appropriate. No. I, I would not put a letter
like that on my letterhead, but that's not to say that it's illegal or that there
may not have been circumstances in which it may have been appropriate.
But to me, that's not apparent from that letter.

GRAINGER:

OK. And given the, the potential foreign affairs issues in relation to this
-
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O'DEA:

Yep, yep.

GRAINGER:

- would this be something that, in your opinion, should have been
discussed with DFAT?

O'DEA:

It's something that I would not have done without discussing it with the
relevant authorities.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

That's all. I can only speak for myself. It's not for me to say in a
prescriptive sense, or indeed in a legal sense. But from a protocol
perspective, I would agree that that would have been a sensible thing to
do.

GRAINGER:

Would you agree that there are potentially some significant foreign
affairs issues that may come out of such a letter?

O'DEA:

There, there is potential for that to occur, yes. Yep, and as I said, it's not
something that I would do, but each person has to make their own
decisions based on all the circumstance, and it may be that not all the
circumstances are contained in that letter, I don't know.

GRAINGER:

The - so you, you have told me for the - Mr Maguire may have
mentioned this to you at some point, but you - and I don't want to put
words in your mouth here -

O'DEA:

No, it's all right.

GRAINGER:

- but you're not - you don't recall exactly if, when, or what was said. Is
that -

O'DEA:

It, it would have been a very general -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

- it would have been a very general conversation, and certainly, I would
not have been aware of any of that detail, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Is, is - and the general conversation -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- was that around the, the Shenzhen Council for the promotion of Asia
Pacific Commerce and Trade, or was it about Mr Maguire travelling to
these countries, or both?

O'DEA:

It could have been about both.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

I mean to be honest, I didn't pay a lot of attention to some of what - I
mean, you've got that much stuff going on yourself, it's, it's, you know - I
don't really - it's not relevant to me in doing my job, and, you know, I
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trust - I trust Daryl. You know, you trust your colleagues, you don't have
to know everything that they're doing.
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GRAINGER:

They're doing.

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

But from a APFG perspective -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- is it correct that this was something you - that was not discussed about
a formal APFG activity?

O'DEA:

There may have been a general conversation, but certainly in terms of the
level of detail and the contents of that letter, that does surprise me.

GRAINGER:

I'm not sure if you actually read the email address it was sent to as well.

O'DEA:

Not specifically. It doesn't ring a bell.

GRAINGER:

At gmail.com.

O'DEA:

Right, OK. So it's a private sort of email, yeah, yeah. Yep. Sure. No. I
understand. Like, I can understand that that letter would set off a chain
of enquiry in terms of the appropriateness of it.

GRAINGER:

Do you know - sorry, I'm, I'm, I'm skipping out of order here. Do you
know Trevor Garland?

O'DEA:

Yes, Trevor was the former consul for the Solomon Islands.

GRAINGER:

I think he's just come out of some trouble of late.

O'DEA:

He, he had a DUI problem -

GRAINGER:

Yes.

O'DEA:

- and I think he stood down from that position a couple of years ago,
yeah.

GRAINGER:

Do you know Sumsay Singin?

O'DEA:

I know that name.

GRAINGER:

Consul Official for PNG?

O'DEA:

Yes, yes, former, former. He was here, yes.

GRAINGER:

And do you know Louise Waterhouse?

O'DEA:

Yes, I do.

GRAINGER:

And she's the honorary -

O'DEA:

Tonga.
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GRAINGER:

- honorary consul for Tonga.

O'DEA:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh. And have you - how many - how do you know Louise other
than through the -

O'DEA:

I've met her at the AFPG functions on - or most recently, I saw her at the
consulate drinks that the premier puts on.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

That would have been probably about 6 weeks ago, a couple of nights
ago.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

O'DEA:

She was also - and apology - for the AFPG meeting that we just had
recently. And then I probably met her a couple of times at other AFPG
events at, at Parliament.

GRAINGER:

This email precedes the one I've just shown you -

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- to the minister from the Solomon's.

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

This is a lead up to the trip. And this is commission reference
D-1-0-4-3-7-9-9-4. And it's an email from Mr Maguire to various consul
officials. I ask you to have a look at that.

O'DEA:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

The email talks about the drafting of an MOU between the - this entity
that Mr Maguire was involved with -

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- and these various countries.

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Do you have any knowledge about an MOU or have you seen it?

O'DEA:

No, I have no knowledge whatsoever.

GRAINGER:

And again, is that something that would be in the preview of the APFG?

O'DEA:

In terms of - sorry, to the best of my knowledge, no. But as I said, it may
have been on occasions that Daryl, that he's blurred different roles, or
different capacities.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.
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O'DEA:

But I would see this as outside the AFPG. Yeah. The question I would
ask is was there private benefit that Daryl received, and if so, in what
capacity he was acting.

GRAINGER:

Or if there were a potential to receive improper benefit.

O'DEA:

If, if there was - well, you can ask this question to him, yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Again, I show you another one, and it's in a similar line. It's commission
reference D-1-0-4-3-7-9-9-3.

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

It's an email from Mr Maguire to a gentleman by the name of Simon
Wang, and Mr Wang is the associate of Ho Yuen Li, the head of the -

O'DEA:

Shenzhen Group.

GRAINGER:

Shenzhen Group.

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And the letter is what I have an interest in. I'll ask you to have a read of
that one, and, and again, in similar lines, if you're prepared to comment
about the involvement of the APFG in such a document.

O'DEA:

See in this letter, he's actually using the AFPG name himself.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

And I think he's probably taking this a little bit easier, because that, that those arrangements weren't specifically discussed with within, with the
executive.

GRAINGER:

For, for - the content of the letter is one thing.

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

But for the document to be on the official letterhead with the crest of the
New South Wales Parliament, Daryl Maguire MP, would you agree that
that would give the perception to someone in China, Shenzhen, that this
was something that was, at some level, authorised or within the perview
or permit of the government?

O'DEA:

Yes, at some level, but not necessarily - not necessarily at the appropriate
level. But as I said, MPs have a fairly wide discretion. The question that
I come back to again is is it for public good or is it for private benefit?
Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So from reading that letter, can you see any indication of potential of
public good for the -

O'DEA:

I don't know all the circumstances, but I, I, I am happy to say that it's not
something that the AFPG, to my knowledge, had sanctioned in a specific
sense.
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GRAINGER:

And it says -

O'DEA:

Having said that, you know, there may have been - I don't know, I can't
comment, because I don't know all the circumstances, but there may have
been good motivation from Daryl. I just don't know.

GRAINGER:

And the sentence in question is, "In this regard, I can, can confirm my
APFG is most willing to assist in the formation of the group using our
available resources."

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And -

O'DEA:

That, that, that - I think that's overstepping the mark, but it's possibly and yes, I said I think it's overstepping the mark, but I it might have been
just sort of puffery, I don't know.

GRAINGER:

Obviously, those on the other end wouldn’t perceive it as puffery though,
would they.

O'DEA:

I can't speak for them, but, but again, when I read that, I would not - put
it this way, Daryl was here and we were talking about it, I wouldn't be
comfortable with him using that language. Yeah. But as I said, whether
it's illegal is another question.

GRAINGER:

I suppose there's legal and appropriate and -

O'DEA:

Absolutely. No, no, I absolutely accept that. And, and I can only go by
the standards that I would apply for myself. I'm not here to sit and judge
Daryl.

GRAINGER:

Sure, but here is a, a, a -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- a code of conduct the members of the Parliament have to abide by.

O'DEA:

You have to, yes, absolutely. Absolutely.

GRAINGER:

And particularly, Parliamentary secretaries have a more robust
requirement.

O'DEA:

Yes, yes. And, and, you know, and as I said, by, by my own standards, I
think that's not appropriate, but whether it's illegal is subject to other
tests.

GRAINGER:

I have a copy of the MOU, but you've indicated to me that you actually
haven't seen that before so -

O'DEA:

I wasn't even aware it existed.

GRAINGER:

I, I don't believe it necessary to show that you if you've indicated there's -

O'DEA:

Yeah.
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GRAINGER:

- you have no knowledge of it.

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Mr Maguire is signed, known as in this document as the honorary
president of the SAPCDA.

O'DEA:

Of the Shenzhen Group.

GRAINGER:

Yes.

O'DEA:

Right. So he's obviously acting in a different capacity to the Asia Pacific
Friendship Group, which may have explained why I have no knowledge
of it.

GRAINGER:

With Mr Maguire, you mentioned the Good Samaritan Hospital before -

O'DEA:

Yep, yep.

GRAINGER:

Mr Maguire arranged, we understand, for some solar lights that he
donated.

O'DEA:

Yes, I saw them. They solar, were they solar - yes, yes. And they were
installed. I saw them when I was there in the Solomon's recently.

GRAINGER:

Were - was that something done under the, the auspices of the APFG?

O'DEA:

I would say yes to that, yep.

GRAINGER:

And the payment for those, was it come from the APFG funds, at the
time - this is 2017, were you still the treasurer at that point in time?

O'DEA:

No.

GRAINGER:

No.

O'DEA:

Anna Watson.

GRAINGER:

Anna Watson was.

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So if that was to be paid for by the APFG, there'd be some paper trail.

O'DEA:

Yeah, I don't know that the APFG, I don't - I don't know how they were
sourced, but yes, there would be. If it was paid for by the AFPG, there
definitely would be a paper trail.

GRAINGER:

Paper trail.

O'DEA:

The only donations I'm aware of were to the hospital itself. It may have
been that the hospital used some of those funds to buy the solar, or, or
Daryl may have sourced them from elsewhere.

GRAINGER:

OK.
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O'DEA:

Because, I mean he was fairly resourceful, he's a bit entrepreneurial and,
and, I have no doubt - and that, that Daryl genuinely wanted to help them
in a benevolent way.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh. Just moving on to another mater do you someone by the name
of Nisin Sunito?

O'DEA:

Yeah. Yes, I do.

GRAINGER:

So how do you know Nisin?

O'DEA:

He's a constituent of mine.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

And, and I've had various dealings with him over time. I know his
brother as well who's a property developer.

GRAINGER:

Iwan Sunito.

O'DEA:

Iwan Sunito. And I also know his daughter.

GRAINGER:

His daughter's employed by the Parliament, is she?

O'DEA:

She's employed by me.

GRAINGER:

You, is she?

O'DEA:

Yeah. Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK.

O'DEA:

Yes. Albeit, she's not connected with him if in - her - she maintains her
own independent -

GRAINGER:

She's a member of your electorate staff, is she?

O'DEA:

She is, yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. Is she EO1 or EO2 in your office?

O'DEA:

The more junior of the two.

GRAINGER:

EO1.

O'DEA:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

We’ve been advised that you held a fundraising lunch, breakfast.

O'DEA:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

Mr Maguire may have attended with Mr Sunito. Do you re -

O'DEA:

With Mr Sunito.

GRAINGER:

Sunito, yes. They attended separately, but -
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O'DEA:

Yes, quite, quite possibly -

GRAINGER:

Possibly.

O'DEA:

- that was a breakfast perhaps.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, breakfast, yes.

O'DEA:

Yes. Yes.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall an Indonesian trade delegation coming to Australia in
2015? I think Mr Sunito may have had -

O'DEA:

Not -

GRAINGER:

- may have had some involvement in it?

O'DEA:

I - there's been a couple of Indonesian trade delegations where I have
met, which I have met, including with Mr Sunito, yes. In fact, on one
occasion, at his home in Killara. Yep.

GRAINGER:

And his trade - his company is Oceanic Multithreading Proprietary
Limited.

O'DEA:

It is.

GRAINGER:

Yep. With that company -

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- does that company and Mr Sunito have any links to the APFG?

O'DEA:

Not to my knowledge.

GRAINGER:

And the company itself and - how, how would you describe your
relationship with Mr Sunito? Are you good friends or -

O'DEA:

No. He's - he, he had a relationship with the Northern Territory
government at one stage. He was a trade representative up there. And I
know he was trying, at one stage, to do something to facilitate - this is
going back a few years - more interaction between Northern Territory
and New South Wales. And I'd met the - some Northern Territory people
- it would be about three or four years ago, or maybe four or five. But I
knew his brother before him, Iwan, because he's a property developer,
used to be a supporter for the liberal party, but then he was banned. So
that's the way you stick by the laws, but not all property developers were
bad, which is what public sort of -

GRAINGER:

Yep.

O'DEA:

- is conditioned to think. And Iwan's, you know, I think supports good
causes. He actually quite sort of a supporter. I think he funds the church,
he's got Christian's, a good guy. There's three brothers, the other one's
overseas somewhere. I've travelled to Jakarta as well representing the
government, as I have to Seoul. Sorry, these are other trips as well,
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Japan, Seoul, and Jakarta, I've been to representing the premiers
department as well in, in the last couple of years. I didn't mention them
before. And so, yes, there have been a couple of occasions. There's a
guy, a senator that Nisin was particularly close to, Hamdani, I think it is,
in Indonesia, but then there's a lady who's come here a couple of times.
And I've met with Indonesian delegations in the Parliament here. And
also on one occasion, visited his home to say hello, just to have some sort
of evening thing, and I was happy to, to go to that as well. So Nisin has
interests in newsprint and cattle. Cattle go into Indonesia, and newsprint
I think go to other countries, yeah. And he - sorry, he has also supported
a number of my fundraising functions, and I say that quite openly.
You've got to raise money in politics.
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GRAINGER:

That's right.

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

How would you describe your knowledge of the relationship between
Nisin and Mr Maguire?

O'DEA:

I'm, I'm aware that, that they had met and discussed, but I'm not aware of
any - anything beyond that.

GRAINGER:

OK.

O'DEA:

No.

GRAINGER:

Discussed what?

O'DEA:

Sorry, that they had talked. Sorry, discussed is probably he wrong word.
They had - they'd, you know, they'd, they'd spoken, I should say. But I'm
not aware of any particular, any particular dealings, no. And, and, and I and I - and I go to pains to say that I've said to people over all my years,
"I can't get involved and I won't get involved in, personally, in any
commercial dealings, because I don't." And I mean they're - you know,
I'm sure there have been opportunities over the years, but I'm here for the
public interest and that's the test, I think, that you need to come back to
again. Is, is, is Daryl doing things in the public interest, or is doing
something in a personal interest using public ofice.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall - and we've established -

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- that there's no involvement with Mr Sunito with the APFG. Yep.

O'DEA:

Not that I'm aware of.

GRAINGER:

With - not that you're aware of.

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

I think it'd be reasonable to assume though he's a constituent within your
electorate. And, and -
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O'DEA:

He's a constitutive. And, and in fact he, he, he at one stage actually
suggested maybe, you know, give his daughter a, a chance. I gave her a
job one day a week.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

O'DEA:

One day a week. She then went to work for another Christian based
organisation. She's quite church orientated. Went and worked in that
organisation, and because she had been - without her father's knowledge I
should say, because she had been good one day a week, we needed
somebody, I then offered a fulltime role.

GRAINGER:

Fulltime role.

O'DEA:

Yeah, yeah. And she's a good employee too.

GRAINGER:

With, with Mr Maguire's relationship with Mr Sunito, do you recall ever
having a discussion with either party about Mr Maguire - sorry, with
Mr Maguire about Mr Sunito, or with Mr Sunito about Mr Maguire?

O'DEA:

I may have introduced them in -

GRAINGER:

OK. At the breakfast, or -

O'DEA:

At that or another function, or whatever, but in terms of any specifics or
any dealings, I'm not aware of anything.

GRAINGER:

I'll just show you a document. It's commission reference D-10-5-2-0-5-2-2. And this is a letter from -

O'DEA:

In fact, I think Daryl might have - I think I - when I put Daryl on this,
and Sunito's table at the breakfast. That may be - may be where they
met. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Sorry. Sorry.

O'DEA:

Yeah. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

This is a letter on Mr Maguire's letterhead again -

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- and it relates to a visa application for a Yen Fi
this. I just want you to read the document.

O'DEA:

Sure. Uh-huh. Yep.

GRAINGER:

And I know you're not party of this document. Could you offer me any
explanation to your knowledge -

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- why Mr Maguire would write that letter?
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O'DEA:

Because he wanted to assist - I would guess - I would guess, it's just a
guess, that he, he was happy to assist Nisin Sunito on, on a matter which
obviously was important to - in terms of his family and that relationship.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

O'DEA:

I'm aware of this case myself.

GRAINGER:

OK. Yep.

O'DEA:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Were you asked to write a letter of that similar nature?

O'DEA:

I wasn't asked to write a letter, but I can tell you that I had conversation
with - and I haven't spoken to Nisin about this, I don't think ever, but
Georgia, who was my employee mentioned the situation from her
perspective, and she asked, "Do you know a lawyer or anyone?" I put
them in touch with a migration lawyer, or rather I rang the migration
lawyer and said, "Look, do you mind having a chat to these people?"
And he said - and he knows - he - because I mean, the circles, people
know each other. And he said, "oh, is that Nisin Sunito" I've already
advised them.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

O'DEA:

So I was aware of the situation. So, no, I wasn't asked to write a letter,
but I have, for constituents, witnessed similar letters, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

O'DEA:

In, in the context of, you know, just character type reference. So I don't
know what Daryl's motivation is when - if I've written a letter like that, I
would be - I would be comfortable in writing, like, a letter like that for
Nisin's family as a - I would do it as a constituent -

GRAINGER:

Constituent.

O'DEA:

Yeah. Yeah, so I don't know what Daryl's motivation was.

GRAINGER:

That was my question, what possibly could it have meant for
(UNDECIPHERABLE)

O'DEA:

I don't know. Well, well, it might - it may have been that he was happy
to assist Nissan through, you know, because he knew him. I don't see
anything inappropriate with that. It's just a question of again, what's his
motivation, yep.

GRAINGER:

Exactly.

O'DEA:

The letter of itself though is, is not a concern to me.

GRAINGER:

Just - and I may have asked you this before, but I'll just make sure if I
have.
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O'DEA:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

You've told us that, that, that members of Parliament have a fairly wide
latitude about engaging in a number of -

O'DEA:

Range of things.

GRAINGER:

Range of things.

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And those are bound by, I suppose, common sense in some level.

O'DEA:

Within common sense, within codes of conduct -

GRAINGER:

Conduct.

O'DEA:

- and within the law.

GRAINGER:

And in - to your knowledge -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- is there any prescriptive article within the, the code of conduct, or the
articles of the Parliament that would - or the, the - I suppose the rules
applied by the relevant clerks, how things - letters of this type are
actually written or drafted, or the purpose of which they're for?

O'DEA:

Look, generally in politics, there are - there's no guidebook. There's no when you come into politics, you learn on the job in large - there's an
induction, it goes for a couple of days, and, and you do your best. You
should stay within the rules and the guidelines as they do exist, but you
can never write a prescriptive set of guidelines or rules. It comes down
to doing things in good faith for the right reasons, and, you know,
exercising good judgement and staying within the law. And intent, and
as I said, I've said a number of times, the best test for me is, is what
you're doing for the public good, or is it for your personal gain?

GRAINGER:

Jonathan, I have nothing further to ask you at this point.

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Carol, do you -

WONG:

I don't either.

GRAINGER:

Thank you for taking your time this afternoon.

O'DEA:

That's all right.

GRAINGER:

Appreciate it.

O'DEA:

No. I, I, I tried to answer frankly, but, you know, I, I, I have to also say, I
think, you know, what, what, what we heard Daryl say on those tapes did
surprise a lot of people, because I think he's a good man who has
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perhaps, perhaps had a, a blurred judgement, but I don't think he's a bad
person. Yeah.
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GRAINGER:

Jonathan, just in relation to some, some questions about the interview.

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

We find on occasion that once we finish, people reflect on what we've
discussed -

O'DEA:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- and something will come to mind. If that happens, please contact me
and let me know.

O'DEA:

Sure. Sure.

GRAINGER:

Just in relation to the conduct of Carol and I -

O'DEA:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- do you have any complaints about our conduct today?

O'DEA:

No.

GRAINGER:

No. Have we made any threat, promise or inducement to you to take part
in this interview?

O'DEA:

No, you haven't.

GRAINGER:

Have the answers you have given been of your own free will?

O'DEA:

They have.

GRAINGER:

And are they true to the best of your knowledge and belief?

O'DEA:

Yes, they are.

GRAINGER:

Jonathan, thank you again for your time.

O'DEA:

Thank you.

GRAINGER:

The interview is now concluded. The time is 16 minutes past 4.00.

O'DEA:

I've just got to be somewhere at 4.30.

1323

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

Fwd: Re: Suggestioins about cooperation , Bob can you consider and get back
to me
From:
To:
Date:

Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
"Tuck, Bob"
@bigpond.com>, butteredcat01@gmail.com
Wed, 09 May 2012 19:58:02 +1000

>>> ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga 5/7/2012 4:16 pm >>>
>>> chen yongqing
@yahoo.com> 07/05/12 4:08 >>>
Dear Mr. Daryl:
It was my great pleasure of know you and your colleagues in Sydney Hotel yesterday.
As agreed at the meeting, I would like to put up the following suggestions for cooperation for your reference.
As general aviation is the booming business in China, and Shenyang is the leading city for aviation, SAU is appointed by the provincial government
to eduate the students for general aviation. SAU is looking for a partner as APFG for cooperation.
I. SAU and APFG will set up the coopeative programs for educating pilot for private liscences, aircraft maintenance engineers, airport controllers,
aeronautical losgistics engineers, etc, anything that could be related to general aviation. The location is in SAU.
II. SAU will provide the classrooms, facilities, some of the teachers.
III. APFG will provide the curriculum, teaching materials, and some of the teachers.
IV. The initial target of the admission for each year is 1000 students, and will increase according to the market needs.
V. Two sides will discuss the benefits of the program at further meetings.
The similar programs are started by TAFE with Suzhou University, Nanchang Aeroanutical University, and Victoria University with Liaoning
University
Hope you will have a nice trip in China and reply me at your convenience.
Sincerely
Richard Chen
Dean of International Cooperations
Shenyang Aerospace University
No.37 Daoyi South Avenue,Daoyi Development District, Shenyang China 110034
Tel:8624-89724898 Fax:8624-89724298
Mobile:
Http://en.sau.edu.cn
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Good morning Gentelmen ,
From:
To:
Cc:
Date:

daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Trevor Garland <consul@solomedic.net>, consulgeneral@samoacgs.com.au, sumsay.singin@
"王晓牧 Simon Wang" <simon.wang@norfobest.com>
Wed, 04 May 2016 09:19:07 +1000

Good Morning Consuls Generals, Gentlemen ,I have received the draft copy of the proposed MOU and have edited it . I am happy with the final
document which I will send to you soon for your appraisal.
Have you managed to contact your respective Peak commercial organisation in Somoa, Solomon Islands and PNG ?
We discussed also obtaining a report on the dynamics of each country , economic opportunities challenges , social requirements , ect .
We should aim to be in agreement by next Monday as I would like to get these MOU s agreed to and actioned next week and have the reports
available for the Schengen board of management .
I will then decide how we get the documents signed either by you as their representative in Australia ,emailed to them to sign or I fly to each
country meet them and sign .
The latter would take a little more to arrange , but the priority is to get basic agreement ASAP.
Can you please advise how discussions are progressing with Fiji, Vanuatu, ? And if they are interested in Joining the group .
Your prompt response would be appreciated ,
Kind Regards Daryl
Sent from my iPad
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Fwd: Letter to Mr Li Ho Yuen
From:
To:
Date:
Attachments:

Daryl Maguire <"/o=parl/ou=exchange administrative group (fydibohf23spdlt)/cn=recipients/cn=amaguired63">
"王晓牧 Simon Wang" <simon.wang@norfobest.com>
Fri, 17 Jun 2016 10:06:10 +1000
img-160616232827-0001.pdf (581.96 kB); ATT00001.htm (168 bytes)

G'day Simon here's the letter , regards Daryl
Sent from my iPad
Begin forwarded message:
From: "Nicole Hatton" <Nicole.Hatton@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
To: "Daryl Maguire" <Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Subject: Letter to Mr Li Ho Yuen
Do you want me to mail original as well or is this being emailed only?
Nicole Hatton
Office of Daryl Maguire – Parliament House Sydney
Member for Wagga Wagga
Ext: 2712
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Daryl Maguire
Member for Wagga Wagga
Parliamentary Secretary for Corrections, Emergency Services,
Veterans and The Centenary of ANZAC
76 Morgan Street (PO Box 2184) Wagga Wagga 2650
Tel: 02 6921 1622 or 1300 768 378
Fax: 02 6921 4424 Email: waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Web: www.maguireriverinamedia.com.au

16 June 2016

Mr Li Ho Yuen
East Technology Building
Ke Yuan Rd
NANSHAN SHENHEN

Parliament House Macquarie Street Sydney NSW 2000
Tel: 02 9230 2155

Dear Mr Li Ho Yuen
I write to thank you for your warm hospitality when I visited Shenzhen recently and
confirm the discussions we had regarding the formation of the Shenzhen Asia Pacific
Commercial Development Association.
I can confirm on my return to Australia I have met with Papua New Guinea, Solomon
Islands, Fiji and Samoa who have all given in principal support to joining the
Association. Commitments have been given by Fiji to extend the invitation to
Vanuatu and Tonga to join. This meeting will be arranged by Fiji in Canberra soon.
General agreement has been reached by the government representative that they
will arrange for Peak Commerce Representative bodies of each country ie Chambers
of Commerce to partner with SAPCDA and was agreed this organisation is to be
independent and free of Government influences except to assist in its formation.
In this regard I can confirm my APFG is most willing to assist in the formation of the
group using our available resources.
I am very excited about the opportunities this new co-operative will bring to our Asia
Pacific neighbours such as the ones who have already agreed to join and as time
goes on more will see the opportunities available and co-operate.
In my initial discussions the General Council of New Zealand agreed to assist in any
way possible to ensure this cooperative arrangement is a success.
I look forward to meeting you again in Sydney where we can finalise arrangements,
etc. and begin this MOD process with the countries I have already mentioned.
You

sincerely

riendship Group
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Re: Dinner at Golden Century Seafood Restaurant
From:
To:
Date:

Mark Coure <mark.coure@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Sun, 22 Jan 2017 08:43:41 +1100

Okay. I'm attending and I have Jonathan also attending.
Thanks for keeping me posted. I'll certainly pass on your apology.
Regards

Mark Coure MP
Member for Oatley
P: (02) 9580 9349 | F: (02) 9580 9103 | W: markcoure.com.au
A: 24 Pitt Street, Mortdale NSW 2223
NOTICE – This email is solely for the named addressee and may be confidential. You should only
read, disclose, transmit, copy, distribute, act in reliance on or commercialise the contents if you are
authorised to do so. If you are not the intended recipient of this email, please notify the sender by
email immediately and then destroy any copy of this message. Except where otherwise specifically
stated, views expressed in this email are those of the individual sender. The New South Wales
Parliament does not guarantee that this communication is free of errors, virus, interception or
interference.
On 22 Jan 2017, at 7:29 am, Daryl Maguire <Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au> wrote:
G'day Mark I will try to get there but it does look unlikely at this point
Sent from my iPad
On 20 Jan 2017, at 9:57 am, "Mark Coure" <Mark.Coure@parliament.nsw.gov.au> wrote:
Jonathan Odea is attending. Please pass onto Jimmy.
Regards

Mark Coure MP
Member for Oatley
P: (02) 9580 9349 | F: (02) 9580 9103 | W: markcoure.com.au
A: 24 Pitt Street, Mortdale NSW 2223
NOTICE – This email is solely for the named addressee and may be confidential. You should
only read, disclose, transmit, copy, distribute, act in reliance on or commercialise the
contents if you are authorised to do so. If you are not the intended recipient of this email,
please notify the sender by email immediately and then destroy any copy of this message.
Except where otherwise specifically stated, views expressed in this email are those of the
individual sender. The New South Wales Parliament does not guarantee that this
communication is free of errors, virus, interception or interference.
On 16 Jan 2017, at 5:07 pm, Sophie Duan <sophie@uwecommodities.com> wrote:
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Hi Mark / Daryl / Benjamin
Jimmy is delighted to invite you all to join him for dinner at 6.30 pm Thursday 26 January at Golden
Century Seafood Restaurant with a Chinese delegation of 5.
Please see the venue details below:

Golden
Century Seafood Restaurant
Address : 393-399 Sussex St, Sydney NSW 2000
Phone : (02) 9212 3901
Can you please confirm if you will be free to attend?
Thank you.
Sophie

Commercial Manager

United World Enterprises Pty Ltd
Unit 6, 192 Kingsgrove Road
Kingsgrove NSW 2208
P: +61 (2) 9554 8899
F: +61 (2) 9554 8988
E: sophie@uwecommodities.com
W: www.uwecommodities.com

<image001.png><image003.jpg><image004.png>
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Correspondence from Daryl Maguire MP
Adriana Lions <"/o=parl/ou=exchange administrative group
(fydibohf23spdlt)/cn=recipients/cn=alionsc1a">
To:
@gmail.com
Date:
Fri, 31 Mar 2017 16:45:45 +1100
Attachments: DOC310317-001.pdf (648 kB)
From:

Good afternoon Minister
Please see attached.
Kind regards
Adriana
Adriana Lions
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
(02) 6921 1622
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Maguire
Member for Wagga Wagga
Parliamentary Secretary for the Centenary of ANZAC,
Counter Terrorism, Corrections and Veterans.
76 Morgan Street (PO Box 2184) Wagga Wagga 2650
Tel: 02 6921 1622 or 1300 768 378
Fax: 02 6921 4424 Email: waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Web: www.maguireriverinamedia.com.au

Hon. Jimson F. Tanangada
Minister
Ministry of Rural Development

Emai 1:

Re:

Parliament House Macquarie Street Sydney NSW 2000
Tel: 02 9230 2155

@ginail.coin

Invitation to join a meeting with the Shenzen Council for the Promotion of Asia
Pacific Commerce and Trade

Dear Minister
After meeting in the Solomon Islands and subsequent emails and phone calls, I now write to
officially invite you and a small delegation to meet in Suva, Fiji, arriving on the afternoon of
Sunday 9 April 2017, to further discussions about the formation of the Shenzen Trade Group.
In my capacity as Honorary Chairman I have arranged for a delegation from Shenzen to travel to
Fiji, Samoa, Tonga and Vanuatu with the aim of formalising agreements for them to participate.
Fiji have already signed the Memorandum of understanding and the expectation at the
culmination of this visit is that all countries will join.
As has been explained, there is no cost to the Solomon Islands or any other country to take part.
The terms and conditions I’ve already given to you. I believe this is an outstanding opportunity
for Pacific Island countries to engage in commerce and trade with our largest Asian neighbour
and enjoy common benefits in commerce, trade, culture exchange, innovation and agricultural
advances.
The Association will cover your delegation’s accommodation costs whilst in Fiji attending the
meeting. We will arrange your accommodation upon confirmation of your attendance.
I look forward to your prompt reply and to meeting again.

DARYL MAGUIRE MF *
C/armai/WsW
rmaiJWSW Paifiamfnt
Pailiamlnt Asia Pacific Friendship Group

1 March 2017
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RE: Need this typed and use the Chop
From:

Alexandra Tierney <"/o=parl/ou=exchange administrative group
(fydibohf23spdlt)/cn=recipients/cn=amack284">
To:
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Date:
Tue, 13 Feb 2018 17:05:08 +1100
Attachments: DOC130218-007.pdf (543.12 kB)

-----Original Message----From: Daryl Maguire
Sent: Tuesday, 13 February 2018 4:39 PM
To: Alexandra Tierney; Meagan Tuck
Subject: Need this typed and use the Chop
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Daryl Maguire
Member for Wagga Wagga
Parliamentary Secretary for the Centenary of ANZAC,
Counter Terrorism, Corrections and Veterans.
76 Morgan Street (PO Box 2184) Wagga Wagga 2650
Tel: 02 6921 1622 or 1300 768 378
Fax: 02 6921 4424 Email: waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Web: www.maguireriverinamedia.com.au

For visa application of
Ycn-fei,

Parliament House Macquarie Street Sydney NSW 2000
Tel: 02 9230 2155

TAIWAN
DOB:
Passport No:

Dear Sir/Madam,
I am writing to support the student visa application of Ms. Yen-fei
I know Yen-fei through Mr Nisin Sunito. Nisin is a successful entrepreneur in Australia and
runs Oceanic Group operating import/export and cattle business for the last 30 years. Yen-fei
is the girlfriend of Stefan Sunito, the son of Mr. Nisin Sunito who will be the guarantor for
her application.
Nisin and his extended family are very well regarded in the business community, employing
many Australians and are enthusiastic promoters of this Country and its products.
I have not in the very many years of knowing Nisin and his family heard a negative word
spoken about their operation or business ethics.
Ms. Yen-fei is a most delightful individual who came to Australia from Taiwan to purse
further study in Marketing and Business Management so she could help with the family
business in the future.
I fully support her application for her study and encourage you to consider favourably the
granting of a Visa.
Yours sincerely

DARYL MAGUIRE MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
13 February 2018
AT
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INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION

5

RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN SENIOR INVESTIGATOR PAUL
GRAINGER OF THE INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION
AND THE HON. MELINDA PAVEY. CONDUCTED ON THE 15 APRIL 2019 AT 52
MARTIN PLACE SYDNEY.
TIME:

10

ALSO PRESENT: CAROL WONG, INVESTIGATOR, ICAC.
DOUGLAS WAFFER
GARY PATTERSON
GRAINGER:

This is an electronic record of interview between Paul Grainger and Hon.
Melinda Pavey, Minister for Water, Property and Housing. The date is the
15th of April 2019. It is 11.06 am by my watch. We’re currently in the
Ministerial offices in 52 Martin Place, Sydney. Other than myself there are
four other people present in the room at this point in time and for the
purpose of voice ID I’ll ask everyone to state their names. Starting with
you Minister.

PAVEY:

Melinda Pavey.

WAFFER:

Douglas Waffer.

PATTERSON:

Gary Patterson.

WONG:

And Carol Wong.

GRAINGER:

Thank you everyone. Melinda – Melinda have I – have you provided your
consent to have your voice recorded?

PAVEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

The – Melinda the ICAC is conducting an investigation into allegations
that the former Member for Wagga Wagga, Mr Daryl Maguire engaged in
conduct that involved a breach of the public trust by using his public office
involved in his duties as a Member of the NSW Parliament and the use of
parliamentary resources to improperly gain a benefit for himself and for
others. As indicated prior, the information that’s comes to the attention of
the Commission suggests you may be able to assist us in our investigation.
I’ll just adopt a few things that I said prior to the commencement of the
record. Do you agree I advised you this is a voluntary process and you’re
under no obligation to take part?

PAVEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

I can advise you now the Commission is not exercising the coercive power
at this point in time. The – this interview will form – sorry this interview
will – this interview will form part of the Commission’s evidentiary
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holdings and may be used in evidence including evidence at a Commission
Public Inquiry or a public report. Do you agree I advised you that under
the provisions of the ICAC Act it is a criminal offence to deliberately
provide false or misleading information to an officer of the Commission
exercising their functions under the Act?

5

10

PAVEY:

Yes I’m aware.

GRAINGER:

Thank you. Melinda, do you have any questions at this time?

PAVEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

Gary, you have any questions?

PATTERSON:

No.

GRAINGER:

Okay, thank you. Melinda, can I just ask your full name please?

PAVEY:

Melinda Jane Pavey.

GRAINGER:

Your date of birth?

PAVEY:
15
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25

. I just turned 50.

GRAINGER:

And your currently a Member of Oxley?

PAVEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And you currently hold a portfolio of responsibilities of the Minister for
Water, Property and Housing?

PAVEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And according to the Parliamentary records, prior to that you were the
Minister for Roads, Maritime and Freight. Is that right, correct?

PAVEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Melinda, what I might ask to start with is have you heard of a property or
a land holding referred to as Smart West Sydney?

PAVEY:

I have now in terms of research and documents that were pulled for this
interview and – and the documents that you had requested last year and
I’m aware it is part of the development and it was impacted on potentially
with the roads infrastructure that we were building out west and so there
is a lot going on in Western Sydney, M12, M9 and I do remember getting
a call from Daryl Maguire at some point last year, middle of last year
maybe, about this. Suggesting that the – my agency got it all wrong. This
was going to hold up potential work and a lot of thought that had gone on
from business people in Western Sydney. I don’t remember him saying to
me any name or any, you know, any interest. It was as if it was impacting
on – on plans that business people in Western Sydney had had and – and
our agency was going to make their – their life difficult with the way the
route had been decided.
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GRAINGER:

Mm hm. First, let’s just go back to that. You said around the middle of last
year approximately?

PAVEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And you received a phone call from Mr Maguire?

PAVEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay do you recall whether that was to your mobile phone or to a land line
or what –

PAVEY:

Mobile.

GRAINGER:

Mobile?

PAVEY:

I operate mostly off my mobile.

GRAINGER:

And do –

PAVEY:

And I’ve checked my – I’ve checked my phone records but I had a new
phone in the interim but if, you know, there was – if we – if we sought my
billing around that period that would come up.

GRAINGER:

And you had a conversation with Mr Maguire and can you just give me
again, the best you can in first person conversation what was said?

PAVEY:

Oh, I think I said something in the words of, well – we’ll look into that
Daryl. That’s, you know, I don’t want to, you know, our agency’s done a
lot of work on this. We don’t want to be impacting people or development
or job opportunities but look let me – let me get some – some news on this
and I’ll - I don’t remember saying I’ll get who in my office but I said
someone in my – in my office will get back to you. Send us a, you know,
send us a – send us the details and send us what the issues are –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

PAVEY:

- and then – and then the correspondence I’ve now since seen that there
was also representations made by other Members of Parliament in that –
in that – that represent those areas. So there was clearly concerns about the
– the route from a proponent has become clearer.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Do you recall what Mr Maguire said to you in the initial part of the
phone call?

PAVEY:

It – I don’t – it was just straight down to business. This is gonna be a big
problem. There’s, you know, development that’s going on out here. This
is going to really impact it, you know, and he wouldn’t be the first MP
that’s had a go at my – at my former agency, RMS. You know they’re –
they’re, sometimes, you know, they have good reasons for doing things
and, and are sometimes slow in understanding or communicating those
reasons. So if there’s one thing that I’ve been able to do well as Roads
Minister was actually improve the relationship stakeholder engagement
between my agency and – and Members of Parliament on behalf of their
communities which is important to be able to do. So I would never dismiss
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an MP and he was a Parliamentary Secretary, you know, raising concerns.
I wouldn’t have any reason to do that and treated people fairly and with
respect. So our office did look into it and I understand the
(UNDECIPHERABLE) had conversations with Jock Saltram in my office
about it and we – we just continued the course as – as the agency had –
had highlighted and outlined for the good reasons they did that they had
outlined.

5

10

GRAINGER:

The –

PAVEY:

And I do remember having a conversation with the Greater Sydney
Commission. It was around – I’m not sure what date it was but we can find
that date and Sarah Hill and she used to sit not far from me at Cabinet
Infrastructure Committees and I just said words to the effect Sarah would
you mind giving Daryl Maguire a ring, he’s really agitated about this – this
area of development and he – and it was with the Sydney Commission as
well as RMS that he was agitated and I said can you just calm him down
or you know see what – what his perspective is and that – that was the
extent of that conversation. I’ve never followed up with Sarah but it was
just to try and manage stakeholder engagement.

GRAINGER:

Okay, Mr Maguire at the relevant time, which say mid to late last year was
the Parliamentary Secretary for Counter Terrorism Corrections and
Centenary of the ANZAC I think it was and he was Member for Wagga
Wagga which is a long way from the Western Sydney Airport. Did he
indicate to you what his interest in the area was?

PAVEY:

To be fair Paul I – I probably thought he was still Parliamentary Secretary
to the Premier.

GRAINGER:

Mm hm.

PAVEY:

Like I think at one point he was. I – I wouldn’t necessarily have – have
questioned his – his boundaries in doing that. So I just responded in kind
to that and I – and it was one phone call. My office dealt with him, you
know, responded to those concerns. We stayed, you know, to the original
proposition but I don’t – I didn’t question why he was asking me that –

GRAINGER:

Um –

PAVEY:

- and I – I probably wasn’t clear or, you know, with so many changes that
had happened in Government, you know, keeping a track of Parliamentary
Secretaries wasn’t probably first and foremost in my mind. So I just
presumed it had, you know, something to do with that.

GRAINGER:

Okay, the – my understanding and please correct me if I got this wrong
that the plans for the roads around the Western Sydney Airport were
determined by the Commonwealth and NSW, the delivery agency for those
roads. Is that putting it too simplistic?

PAVEY:

Yes I think it is. The Commonwealth are basically the funders and we’re
the designers and we work with Planning and – and all other agencies to
determine the routes. So it was mostly set and done by the time I reached
the portfolio and we just you know continued carrying on of business and
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– and the arrangements that were made. So, no, I wouldn’t say. I mean
we’re – we’re the deliverer. We build it and plan it and design it and we
would have been – but I’m not 100% sure to – answer to your question
whether it was a Commonwealth decided what that road was but that
would seem unusual.
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GRAINGER:

The – whilst you were speaking with Mr Maguire you indicated that the –
the planned road was going to cause some devel – some problems to
landholder and developers. Is that correct?

PAVEY:

He – he made that complaint.

GRAINGER:

Okay (UNINTELLIGIBLE) did he indicate what the problems were going
to be?

PAVEY:

For that it was – it was never designed to be there. People had had plans
and this was going to mess everything up. That – that is what I really
clearly remember.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

PAVEY:

And I don’t recall him naming the prominent family at all because – and I
think I would have if he’d have mentioned that family. It – it seemed like
he was talking on behalf of – of a number of interests –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

PAVEY:

- which is why I wanted him – that’s why I asked Sarah to ring him. To –
to relay those concerns ‘cause I know a lot of work had gone on in the
Greater Sydney Commission. That it was, you know, a big piece of work
that had been developed over, you know, quite, you know, relatively short
number of years but you know there would have been consideration to –
to the planning and – and – and land so that was – that was the context I
wanted Sarah to ring him.

GRAINGER:

So after the first contact with Mr Maguire you indicated that you were of
the view that one of the staff in your office was going to deal with Mr
Maguire, is that correct?

PAVEY:

Yeah. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Did you actually ask them to go and deal with it or –

PAVEY:

I can’t absolutely recall whether it was an email or whether I said to, you
know, Daryl ring Jock who would normally be the person. I don’t have a
– an absolute recollection of whether I spoke to my Chief of Staff.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

PAVEY:

I mean we have, you know, in - you can imagine at that agency. I do
remember it being a sitting day though. I do – I have a recollection of
taking the call on a sitting day.

GRAINGER:

We believe the day in question is around the 18th of October 2017 and we
understand that Mr Sowter met with Mr Maguire and Ms Waterhouse in
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Parliament House shortly thereafter on that day. After that day, so working
on the basis of what we believe is the day is correct. Did you have any
more conversation with Mr Maguire about the issue?

5

PAVEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

PAVEY:

To the best of my recollection I had – I didn’t. I – I didn’t ever have a
formalised meeting with Mr Maguire. I did visit his electorate on a day we
were announcing fixing timber, fixing country roads, bridges
announcement. I had a staff member with me most of that day and I put
my mind to the question on whether he raised anything with me following
up on that. It was the day that my boss John Barilaro, the head of the Nats,
made some public comments around Malcolm Turnbull which created –
so that will help you with the date. That was the only other time I spent
significant time with – with Mr Maguire. So we were – and we did an
electric car announcement. So we were quite busy dealing with the matters
at hand and that was the context. I – I don’t remember him raising it with
me.

GRAINGER:

The reason I ask that is because the day we believe you spoke to Sarah Hill
was the 12th of December 2017 which is, you know, roughly two months
after the initial point in contact. I was curious whether something brought
it back to your attention to mention it to Sarah Hill?

PAVEY:

I – Cabinet Infrastructure Committee doesn’t meet very often. I can’t
recollect a point. Maybe it came up in a staff meeting or something because
that is (UNDECIPHERABLE). Maybe something came up and said oh this
issues still kicking around. I don’t – I don’t remember a moment where
that happened but that – that is a feasible thing that could have happened
and then I was there and I asked Sarah to – to just give him a call.

GRAINGER:

It’s – it’s my understanding that after Mr Sowter spoke with Mr Maguire
and Ms Waterhouse, there was a number of conversations between Mr
Maguire and Jock and people from the Premier’s office. In relation to what
occurred or what did not occur did you ever – ever receive a briefing back
about what enquiries had been made and what was occurring?

PAVEY:

What sort of briefing, like a verbal brief?

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

PAVEY:

Ah, there was – so this is the issue.

GRAINGER:

Mm.

PAVEY:

You overthink or you see the evidence and the letters and the
communication –

GRAINGER:

Yeah, yeah (INAUDIBLE) yeah.

PAVEY:

- that has come since and then you start putting things.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, ah –
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PAVEY:

There was probably conversations in the office –

GRAINGER:

Sure.

PAVEY:

- but I can’t pin point where it was –

GRAINGER:

Sure.

PAVEY:

- or what was said but it might have been, you know, the Chief of Staff
saying oh this, you know, it’s going really, you know this, he’s really
interested in this one or he’s going hard on this one and, you know, we,
you know, I wasn’t worried ‘cause we’d – you know we’d had strong
advice from the agency and we’d also had other correspondence from, you
know, other members and, you know, that we just kept the focus on – on
– on relying on what was right. I mean they’re – so yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay and after you spoke with Sarah Hill do you recall any other – this
issue becoming alive again at some point in time until we became
involved?

15

PAVEY:

I think I remember a comment that there was an interest from somebody
in the Transport Minister’s office to, you know, ‘cause he was the
Transport Minister – the Senior Minster. It wasn’t the Minister himself.
It’s someone’s in his office testing the RMS advice and you know and
taking an interest from that respect.

20

GRAINGER:

It’s our understanding that Mr Maguire went to Andrew Constance and
also voiced some concerns about the – the planned way this road was to
run. Do you recall speaking to Andrew Constance about it at all?

PAVEY:

No but then again I do remember Chris Muir as a name being mentioned
who was Andrew’s Chief of Staff but I think it became after the incident
of –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

PAVEY:

- Mr Maguire being raised that then you re-read everything and - and –

GRAINGER:

Yeah, sure.

PAVEY:

- yeah so the context –

GRAINGER:

You make it reconstructing?

PAVEY:

- and the reconstruction.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, sure.

PAVEY:

But I don’t remember having a conversation previously with Minister
Constance prior to the – the Maguire situation evolving.

GRAINGER:

Okay and just for clarity it’s my understanding that the proposed road has
not been changed in any way shape or form from the original plans.

PAVEY:

That’s right.
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GRAINGER:

Carol, do you have anything you wish to ask?

WONG:

I have no questions to ask.

GRAINGER:

I have no further questions at this point in time. You often find the fact that
after an interview you may recall something becomes relevant. If you
could let us know through your lawyer that would be much appreciated.
Thank you for taking the time to talk to us. Just in closing, do you have
any complaints in the way we’ve conducted ourselves today?

PAVEY:

No, I don’t have complaints.

GRAINGER:

Have the answers been given of your own free will?

PAVEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And are they true to the best of your knowledge and belief?

PAVEY:

Yes, best of my knowledge was the evidence and information and
reconstruction that can happen close to significant event.

GRAINGER:

The time now is 11.25 am. I’ll finalise the interview.
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INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION

5

RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN INVESTIGATORS PAUL GRAINGER AND
TIM FOX OF THE INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION AND
MARGARET PULVER AT WAGGA WAGGA CIVIC CENTRE ON 30 OCTOBER
2018
TIME:

9.07AM

PRESENT:

INVESTIGATOR PAUL GRAINGER
INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX
MARGARET PULVER

GRAINGER:

This is an electronic record of interview between Paul Grainger and
Margaret Pulver being conducted at the Wagga Wagga Civic Centre.
Today is the 30th of October, 2018, and the time by my watch is 9.07am.
Other than myself, there are two other people present and for the purpose
of voice identification, I'll ask them to state their name. So you,
Margaret.

PULVER:

Yes. My name is Margaret Pulver.

FOX:

Tim Fox.

GRAINGER:

And Margaret, is Pulver spelt P-U-L-V-E-R?

PULVER:

Yes, that's right.

GRAINGER:

And Margaret, can you give me your date of birth, please.

PULVER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And what's the best contact number for you?

PULVER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. And do you have an email address?

PULVER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Thank you, Margaret. Margaret, have you consented to have this
interview recorded today?

PULVER:

Yes, I have.

GRAINGER:

OK. Margaret, so you're fully aware of the scope of the commission's
investigation, I'll read you what we're looking at. OK?

PULVER:

OK.
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GRAINGER:

The Independent Commission Against Corruption is investigating
allegation that since 2012, the former member for Wagga Wagga,
Mr Daryl Maguire, engaged in conduct that involved the breach of public
trust by using his public office involving his duties as a member of the
New South Wales Parliament and the use of parliamentary resources to
improperly gain a benefit for himself, a company called G8way
International Pty Ltd and any associated persons. Do you understand
that?

PULVER:

Yes.

10

GRAINGER:

OK. Margaret, this is a voluntary process. You are under no obligation
as - take part in this interview. You may leave at any time and you may
refuse to answer any questions I ask you. The Commission do not
exercise in one of its coercive powers at this time. So do you understand
each of those points?

15

PULVER:

Yes, I do.

GRAINGER:

During the interview, Tim and I will ask you a series of questions and I
may show you some documents. You are under no - under no obligation
to say or do anything unless you wish to do so. You understand that?

PULVER:

Yes, I do.

GRAINGER:

Anything you say or do will be - will be recorded and may later be used
in evidence. Do you understand that?

PULVER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

"Evidence" refers to the Commission's investigation, a criminal
prosecution that may result from the Commission's investigation or a
disciplinary proceeding. Do you understand that?

PULVER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

As said to you before, we understand you are a personal friend of
Mr Maguire and you have been employed in his electoral office for a
considerable period of time prior to your retirement.

PULVER:

Yes, that's right.

GRAINGER:

And we understand you have considerable loyalty to him. However, I
need to advise you, the allegations under investigation by the
Commission are serious, and with that in mind, please be advised that
pursuant to the Independent Commission Against Corruption Act, is it a
criminal offence to deliberately provide false or misleading information
to an officer of the Commission exercising their function under the Act.
Any information you provide in this interview needs to be true and
correct to the best of your knowledge and belief. Do you understand
that?

PULVER:

Yes, I do.
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GRAINGER:

If it - if it is established that you have provided false or misleading
information to the Commission or to a Commission Officer, i.e., Tim and
I, during the course of the interview, you may be criminally prosecuted.
Do you understand that?

PULVER:

Yes, I do.

GRAINGER:

So there is no misunderstanding at all, but Tim and I are officers of the
Commission and the conduct of this interview is an official function that
we are undertaking under the Act. Do you have any questions of anything
I've told you so far?

PULVER:

No, I don't think so.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

PULVER:

Not at this stage.

GRAINGER:

And do you understand each of those things that I've told you?

PULVER:

Yes, yes.

GRAINGER:

You - so I - I've showed you the jurat that I've asked you to read off the
record. Are you happy to read that on the record for me?

PULVER:

Yes, I am.

GRAINGER:

OK, thank you.

PULVER:

I am.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

PULVER:

This statement made by me accurately sets out the evidence which I
would be prepared, if necessary to give in court as a witness. The
statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and I make it
knowing that if it is tendered in evidence, I shall be liable to prosecution
if I have wilfully stated in anything which I know to be false or do not
believe to be true. I am 63 years of age.

GRAINGER:

Thank you, Margaret. Margaret, give me a little background of when
you started working with Mr Maguire.

PULVER:

I started work with Daryl when he was first elected. I had previously
been employed by Joe Schipp and I worked with him from 1981 and then
continued on with Daryl in 1999 -

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

- right through till, I think it was the end of June, last year, 2017.

GRAINGER:

So your role under Mr Schipp was an electorate office?

PULVER:

Yes.
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GRAINGER:

EO1 or EO2?

PULVER:

EO2.

GRAINGER:

OK. So your whole -

PULVER:

The senior, yeah.

GRAINGER:

The whole career, you've been the senior person -

PULVER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- in the office?

PULVER:

Yes, I have.

GRAINGER:

OK. So the time that - that you worked in the office, is it fair to say that
you were the senior person in the office?

PULVER:

Yes. Yes, I was.

GRAINGER:

Did you know Mr Maguire before you - he became elected?

PULVER:

I only knew him as the manager of Harvey Norman, just when we went
to purchase or go and say “G'day”. Just in the shop, that's all.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

We were not personal friends at that stage.

GRAINGER:

OK. Was that the local Harvey Norman here at Wagga?

PULVER:

Yes. Yes, it was.

GRAINGER:

OK. Did Mr Maguire own the one at Griffith as well?

PULVER:

Not that I'm aware of.

GRAINGER:

OK, all right.

PULVER:

No.

GRAINGER:

So as the role - in the role of the EO2, and let's just deal with your time
with Mr Maguire.

PULVER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

What were your duties in the office? What did you actually do?

PULVER:

Right. I was in - I controlled the diary. We did the correspondence.
What else did I do? It was just - we were in just complete control of it.

GRAINGER:

OK. So the time that you were, EO - in Mr Maguire's office -

PULVER:

Yeah.
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GRAINGER:

- in - in here in Wagga, who worked with you? Who were the other staff
members?

PULVER:

Right. There was Paula Spencer.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

She was EO1 and then Brenda and I job share, Brenda Tritton and
myself, we job shared.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

I work three days a week and Brenda worked two.

GRAINGER:

OK. Is it the entire time?

PULVER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

Yes. Paula left in about, oh, she's been gone probably 4 years I think.
Yeah, I can't remember, but - and then we had Susan Schiller, worked
there as well.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

And then we had two other girls come in, Alex Tierney, which
(UNDECIPHERABLE) and Adriana Lions.

GRAINGER:

OK. So which of those people - so when you say you job shared with
Brenda, would you job share from the point when you started in the off
ice with Mr Maguire? Were you job sharing then?

PULVER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. So which days would you work?

PULVER:

Well, one week I'd work Wednesday, Thursday, Friday.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

The next week I'd work Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday.

GRAINGER:

OK. So three -

PULVER:

And -

GRAINGER:

3 days a week?

PULVER:

3 days a week, it was.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And Brenda worked the other two, did she?
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PULVER:

2 days, yes.

GRAINGER:

Any days, you overlapped?

PULVER:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

Very rare, unless the EO1 was on holidays, we would sometimes cover
that, so then we would work together.

GRAINGER:

All right.

PULVER:

But that wasn’t very often.

GRAINGER:

Right. So you've had yourself and Brenda and the EO1 members who
you've gone through with us -

PULVER:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- what was the role of EO1s in the office? What did they do?

PULVER:

Their role was to - to collect the mail, do the counter -

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

PULVER:

- when people came in. And we also did the phone mainly, as well. And
they would pick up the, you know, if we were on the phone, they would
take the second call.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

So -

GRAINGER:

So their duties were everything that you didn't do, basically?

PULVER:

Yeah, that's right.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

Yes, yes.

GRAINGER:

Right.

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

You've mentioned Alex Tierney -

PULVER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- and Adriana Lions.

PULVER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Were there any other staff members?
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PULVER:

Meagan Tuck -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

- came in at some stage. And back there for a while, Curran Jamison -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

- was a member of staff -

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

- for a period. But she was only there for 6, 8 months, maybe.

GRAINGER:

All right.

PULVER:

Yeah, I'm not - yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

And as far as anyone else, I don't - since I got out of work, I - I don't
think as much anymore. So -

GRAINGER:

Not a problem at all.

PULVER:

- got to think - yeah.

GRAINGER:

A couple things within the office, do you each individually have an email
account which was -

PULVER:

Yes, we did.

GRAINGER:

- Margaret.Pulver@Parliament?

PULVER:

Yes, that's right.

GRAINGER:

And then I understand there was a - an electorate office mailbox.

PULVER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

WaggaWagga@Parliament?

PULVER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Who had access to what mailboxes?

PULVER:

As far as I'm aware, we all had access. I had access to everybody's.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

And as far as I know, the other girls all had access to everybody's as well.

GRAINGER:

So was that ‘read’ access or ‘read and send’ access? So could you send
an email out, say with on Brenda's email account?

PULVER:

Brenda's? Yes, we could.

Volume 27

1348

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

5

10

15

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Is there any reason why you would do that?

PULVER:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

No, absolutely not.

GRAINGER:

Did it ever happen?

PULVER:

Not as far as I know.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

My idea was that we all use the Wagga Electorate one and then the other
one, our personal one was to be used if it was something that we had to
do ourselves that didn't concern the other, the rest of the office.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

But in saying that, I don't know that, you know, not - everybody used
their own one.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. When you started with Mr Schipp and then with your continuation
with Mr Maguire, did they - were you provided a code of conduct for
parliamentary staff?

PULVER:

Yes, I think so.

GRAINGER:

OK. It's a document, tells basically what you can and can't do.

PULVER:

Yes, I think we were.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

Way back.

GRAINGER:

Do you - when you can - so when Mr Schipp resigned or retire -

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- and Mr Maguire took up his role, was your appointment just continued
or were you - your employment ended when Schipp finished, then you
started with Maguire? How did it work? Was it transitioned or was it?

PULVER:

I know we were to finish up and then Daryl didn't tell us whether or not
we had a job with him -
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GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

- until he was actually declared the Member.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

So we were sort of in limbo there that we didn't know whether we were
continuing on. We presumed it was because it was the same party -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

PULVER:

- but he did not tell us.

GRAINGER:

Didn't tell you.

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

And I know, to the point - I didn't know and I actually applied for another
job at that time in case we weren't kept on because he just wouldn't tell us
whether or not -

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

- we were to be kept on.

GRAINGER:

So do you recall if you required to sign another code of conduct when
you started, I suppose, or continued your employment with Darryl?

PULVER:

I don't recall that we did.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

I don't know.

GRAINGER:

Do you actually recall reading and signing a document saying, "I read the
document"?

PULVER:

No.

GRAINGER:

No? OK.

PULVER:

No.

GRAINGER:

No.

PULVER:

I may have, but I don't - I can't remember.

GRAINGER:

OK. When - when you were, you know, employed within the electorate
office, do you recall receiving any training for parliament of any type?

PULVER:

Yes, we did.

GRAINGER:

What did you?
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PULVER:

There was - there was a course called "Thriving in the electorate office".

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

I think that was a couple a day course. There were various courses but I
can't remember what they actually were.

GRAINGER:

OK. You travelled to Sydney to do those course -

PULVER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- did you?

PULVER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Was there anything on ethics or, you know, things like that?

PULVER:

I think it possibly come under that "Thriving in the electorate office" -

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

- if there was.

GRAINGER:

So was that something that every electorate officer had to do?

PULVER:

I think it was your choice to do.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

I don't know that you had to do it.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

(UNDECIPHERABLE).

GRAINGER:

So ultimately as the EO1 in the office, who did you answer to?

PULVER:

I was the EO2.

GRAINGER:

Sorry, EO2, sorry.

PULVER:

Yeah. To Daryl.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh. And what about to the Clerk of the Parliament, who was
actually your employer?

PULVER:

I think if there was further issues, that's who we'd - we would go to.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

But I guess we just did - did what we were expected to do.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

We'd just work, got the work done -
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GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

- and - yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

If there had have been any issues, yes, we would've gone to Daryl and
then we would've gone to the Clerk.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

But - mmm.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall if there was any time that you felt you had to go to the
Clerk for something?

PULVER:

No, no.

GRAINGER:

This is a broad question but I'll - I'll put it to you this way. As an
electorate officer, have you been directed to do work that you were
concerned about as leading to a possible conflict of interest?

PULVER:

I don't think so.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

Because I think I would've said, "I don't think this is right to do this."

GRAINGER:

OK. Or something that led to private gain or public expense. No?

PULVER:

I don't think so.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

PULVER:

I don't - there's nothing that I recall that - yeah.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm. So did you feel - well, you were capable if there was a
concern? And the premise I'm putting to you is this, that if Mr Maguire
had asked you to do something that you were uncomfortable with, did
you feel that you could go to Mr Maguire and say, "I'm not comfortable
doing that?"

PULVER:

Yes, I would've, yes.

GRAINGER:

Do you think that the capacity for Mr Maguire to arbitrarily terminate
your employment under the - the relevant Act, "Member of Parliament,
Staff Act", I think it's called, was that a concern to you at all? No?

PULVER:

No, no.

GRAINGER:

OK, OK. Have you from time to time assisted Mr Maguire with the
completion of his disclosures?

PULVER:

Yes, I have.

GRAINGER:

OK.
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PULVER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So what do you recall assisting with, which ones?

PULVER:

It was probably only in the last few years that I assisted, and by assisted,
means that I typed 'em up.

GRAINGER:

Yes.

PULVER:

I - he - he gave us the - gave me the information -

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

PULVER:

- and I - I hadn't - I hadn't really, no idea what he owns, what - what
should be in it or whatever. I did type in, though, and -

GRAINGER:

So - so run me through the process of what happened.

PULVER:

Right, OK. We would have - when it came in that he had to fill it out, we
would get out the previous years.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

We would give him a copy of that and he would tick it off or he would
make changes on it. And we would type it up. It would then go into him
for him to look at and to sign -

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

- if it was correct.

GRAINGER:

So you've used a collective "we" then.

PULVER:

Mean, probably "I".

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. So it became due, you obtained the previous ones submitted?

PULVER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Mr Maguire would indicate if there was any changes.

PULVER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

You would type it up and then give it to him to sign?

PULVER:

Get - give it back to him to check to say, "Is that right?"

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

And then he would sign and it'd be sent off.
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GRAINGER:

Now, there's two disclosures Mr Maguire was required to do. The one to
Parliament.

PULVER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And there's one under his responsibilities as the, I've forgotten the name
for it now.

FOX:

Parliamentary Secretary.

GRAINGER:

Parliamentary Secretary, that's right.

PULVER:

Right.

GRAINGER:

That was required to go, the Department of Premier and Cabinet.

PULVER:

Yes, yes.

GRAINGER:

So the - the same process were for both?

PULVER:

Was it the same form? Same -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

PULVER:

Right, OK. So I know we - yes, we did - whatever forms had to be filled
out, we got the previous years out. But I know the others, I - I did do
some in the last two years but prior to that -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

PULVER:

- and even maybe during that time, maybe one of the other girls -

GRAINGER:

Did them?

PULVER:

- did them as well. But that was just our process.

GRAINGER:

OK. I have got some emails to show you but I haven't got a - actually got
a copy of a - of the - the DPC disclosure to show you.

PULVER:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

But it appeared to be, from what I can recall, a - a letter typed more than
a form.

PULVER:

Yes, right, OK. Yes, yes.

GRAINGER:

Do you remember that?

PULVER:

Yes, yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. So was the same process followed there?

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So you'd provide Daryl the previous copy that was sent, he'd make an tell you any amendments, you'd type it up -
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PULVER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- give it to him -

PULVER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- and he sign?

PULVER:

And I think the letter, from memory, was that there was no changes from
the previous year -

GRAINGER:

Yep.

PULVER:

- or - or if there had been.

GRAINGER:

Yep. Do you recall whether there's any confusion within the office at all
about their requirements under both reporting regimes? 'Cause the - as a
Parliament Ssecretary, there were certain requirements he had to disclose
to -

PULVER:

Yeah, right.

GRAINGER:

- the Premier.
disclose.

PULVER:

Yeah. Not as far as I know.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

As - as - from what I recall, you know, I just follow through on what I
was told to do.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

I probably didn't take it on board too much about what it all - what it all
was.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

I was just doing what I was told to do.

GRAINGER:

Do. All right. You said you controlled Mr Maguire's diary for -

PULVER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- the time that you were there?

PULVER:

Along with Brenda Tritton -

GRAINGER:

Tritton.

PULVER:

- because we job share.

GRAINGER:

So when - when - when a - for example, a request for a meeting with
Daryl was made -
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PULVER:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

- did - what would you do? So say - say for example either Daryl has
made it, said, "Margaret, can you make - put this in the diary."

PULVER:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

Or, "Someone has asked to meet with Daryl."

PULVER:

Right, OK. What we would do, if Daryl said, you know, "Marg, can you
put this in the diary" -

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

PULVER:

- I would put it in the diary. And it would just go in as he told me -

GRAINGER:

Mm.

PULVER:

- what he told me. If somebody phoned me and asked for an
appointment, it would be - well, first of all, we used to have a - a book
diary. We had that for many, many years and it's only in the last few
years that we went onto the computer to put the diary into it.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

PULVER:

So in the previous years, if somebody phoned and wanted an
appointment, it would go in the diary in pencil and every week, every
Friday we would type up Daryl's itinerary for two weeks.

GRAINGER:

Yes.

PULVER:

Any of those that - any accepted appointments or things that Daryl had
said he was going to, they were just typed in. Anything where people
had requested a meeting or for Daryl to attend a function that we hadn't
checked with Daryl or he hadn't agreed would go in there with question
marks on it. And then he would either tick it or, "No," or, you know, the
accepted ones were fine because he'd already agreed to those. But any
with question marks, he would put a cross through or say, "OK, accept,"
or whatever.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. So was it pretty - a bit of an old school method, hard copy and -

PULVER:

It was. Yes, it was for a long time.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

And I had a - I had a lot of trouble changing from that because it was
foolproof in - that.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

And in the diary, it was - until it was accepted, it was written in pencil.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.
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PULVER:

Once it was accepted, it was written in pen.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

So anybody who picked it up would know exactly where that was up to.

GRAINGER:

OK. Sometimes the old way is the best way.

PULVER:

Yeah. I had a lot of trouble changing. But then when we did get into
doing it on the computer, 'cause I knew life's got to go on, it's - can't
always be my old way.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

We did it with the question marks still -

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

- until it was accepted. So when anybody looked at that, they could see.
And it was only Brenda and I that could make changes to that.
Everybody else could look at it, but no changes could be made.

GRAINGER:

OK. Was Daryl particularly tech-savvy? Was he a, you know, a -

PULVER:

No.

GRAINGER:

- a bit of an IT person, or no?

PULVER:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

Not really. He got better as the years went on, but -

GRAINGER:

All right.

PULVER:

- yeah.

GRAINGER:

So when you were arranging appointments with Mr Maguire, were - were
you ever asked to check - actually, I'll rephrase it. Have you heard
something called the New South Wales register of lobbyists?

PULVER:

No. I probably heard, but I don't know anything about it.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. All right. So it's run by - it's maintained now by the Electorate
Commission. Used to be run, maintained by DPC.

PULVER:

Right.

GRAINGER:

And it's a list of people who are - are registered lobbyists who can - are
able to speak with members of government about parties -

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- they're trying to lobby on behalf of.
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PULVER:

Yeah, right.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall ever checking that at all?

PULVER:

No.

GRAINGER:

No?

PULVER:

I may have heard - you know, I can't remember but I don't know anything
about it or never was involved in it.

GRAINGER:

OK. What I might do is just run through a list of names that I know of
and tell - see if you can tell me about them at all, if you could. I'll start
with Phil Elliott.

PULVER:

Uh-huh. I know Phil.

GRAINGER:

Who's Mr Elliott?

PULVER:

Who is he? He's a man in town. He's - I think his company was
Riverina Strata or something like that.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

He is good friends with Daryl. He's been Treasurer of the Liberal Party.
He's also been Daryl's campaign manager -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

- for all the - all the campaigns, I think he was the campaign manager.

GRAINGER:

OK. You mentioned Riverina Strata.
knowledge, have any other companies?

PULVER:

Oh, I don't know. Not -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

PULVER:

Yeah. I only know him through dealings with - with running the
campaigns.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

You know, I don't know him personally or - or what he actually does.
Although, I think he was involved in the RSL club at some stage.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

But I - I don't think I know too much about him.

GRAINGER:

OK. What about a person by the name of Maggie Wang?

PULVER:

Yes, I've met Maggie once or twice.

GRAINGER:

OK.
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PULVER:

I don't really know anything about her other than she's in Sydney and
Daryl has a lot of dealings with her.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

But other than that, I - I don't know too much about her.

GRAINGER:

So you met her twice. Where was - where was that?

PULVER:

She's been in the electorate office.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

And in saying "twice", I'm not sure whether it was twice or three times -

GRAINGER:

Sure.

PULVER:

- or four times.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

PULVER:

You know, it's not - but not a lot. Where else did I meet her? When - in
Sydney, Daryl had a function for his - for an anniversary. Might've been
15 years or something. There was a function at Parliament House -

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

- and I - my husband and I were at that.

GRAINGER:

We understand you were recently in Queensland shortly after Daryl's
daughter was married.

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Did you meet Maggie there?

PULVER:

No.

GRAINGER:

No?

PULVER:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

No. We went to - we were in Queensland and we went to Daryl's
daughter's wedding.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

And we were able to tie that in with some work my husband was doing,
so - and Daryl had asked us to go, so we went to that. And then we were
travelling around at the time that Kara, Daryl's daughter's wedding husband died.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.
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PULVER:

And we were going through Noosa, so I text Daryl on the chance that he
may have been there and he was there, so we went and had lunch with
Daryl and Kara.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

Yeah. And it was just because we were going through. I wouldn't have
driven to Queensland to see 'em, but we were - we were there.

GRAINGER:

Just happened to be there.

PULVER:

And - and I just wanted to catch with up Kara -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

PULVER:

- because we didn't get to her husband's funeral.

GRAINGER:

Funeral.

PULVER:

And - yeah, I just wanted to pay my respects.

GRAINGER:

OK. You - when you attended Kara's wedding -

PULVER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- did you recall seeing Maggie there?

PULVER:

I think she might've been.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

I'm not sure.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

I'm not sure. Possibly, but I'm not sure enough to say.

GRAINGER:

You don't remember talking to her at - at the wedding?

PULVER:

No.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

And I may have, but I don't remember.

GRAINGER:

Do you remember Mr Elliott being at the wedding?

PULVER:

Phil? Yes, he was.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And who was he with?

PULVER:

He was with his partner.
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Uh-huh.

PULVER:

Yeah. And I can't recall her name, but they were both there.

GRAINGER:

What about a person by name of Joe Alha?

PULVER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And who is Joe?

PULVER:

Joe is another friend of Daryl's from Sydney. I met him in the electorate
office many, many years ago, and he was at the wedding, too.

GRAINGER:

Do you know what Joe does for a living?

PULVER:

I would - I would think and I'm not sure, but he could be a developer.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

But I - I don't know.

GRAINGER:

All right. So what about Maggie? Do you know what she does for a
living?

PULVER:

No, I don't know. Don't know.

GRAINGER:

OK. What about Bob Tuck? Do you know Bob Tuck?

PULVER:

Bob, yes, I know Bob.

GRAINGER:

And who's Bob?

PULVER:

Bob actually is the father of Meagan Tuck who was working in the office
at some stage. As far as I know, he's - he was out at the - worked out at
the university. In what role, I do not know. But I know him, he was a
friend of Daryl's and a person that Daryl had contact with time - from
time to time.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

I don't know what his position was there, but - yeah, they used - they just
had discussions and I don't know, really, what it was about.

GRAINGER:

Do you know Jimmy Liu?

PULVER:

I - I don't think I've met him. I've heard his name -

GRAINGER:

OK. And -

PULVER:

- but I don't think I've met him.

GRAINGER:

In what context do you think you've heard his name?

PULVER:

I probably heard Daryl talk about him.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.
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I'm not sure what - yeah, I'm not sure what I've heard, I can't remember.
But they were, I think he was a person that Daryl, you know, talked to a
lot or dealt with a lot.

GRAINGER:

He has a company called UWE, United World Enterprises.

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Does that assist you?

PULVER:

Well, yes, I've heard of that. I - I - you know, I've heard of it and heard
of these people but I just never got - got involved in any of - or never
took on board. Daryl would talk about things but it'd just go over my
head. I thought, "I don't need to know this, I've got enough to do with
doing the electorate work without knowing”, you know, what all these
other things are.

GRAINGER:

OK. Is Leeton within the Wagga Wagga Electorate?

PULVER:

No.

GRAINGER:

Where's that fall in? Murrumbidgee, or is it into -

PULVER:

Um -

GRAINGER:

- Griffith?

PULVER:

Yeah. It was in - in Murray, I think.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

Murrumbidgee.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

Murrumbidgee, I think.

GRAINGER:

So definitely not in Wagga?

PULVER:

No.

GRAINGER:

It never has been as far as you -

PULVER:

No, never has been.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

Never has been.

GRAINGER:

UWE has a plant - well, Jimmy Liu, processes oat and hay.

PULVER:

Yes, yes.

GRAINGER:

That ring a bell?

PULVER:

And they set up a big complex over there.
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GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

Some, probably three years, four years ago, would've been.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, assist you at all with Mr Liu?

PULVER:

Not anymore.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

I mean, I've certainly heard of that. I - I didn't sort of connect him with
that, but yes, that was something that Daryl was involved in.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh. So why would - and I'm just curious why the Member for
Wagga Wagga would be involved in the plant that's not within the
electorate?

PULVER:

I don't know. I think because he was possibly friends with Jimmy Liu, is
that what you so call it.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, uh-huh.

PULVER:

I - I don't know.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

I don't know. I honestly did not get involved in any of those things.

GRAINGER:

Is a reason for that?

PULVER:

Not really, other than I had enough to do with my work, but I didn't
understand a lot of the thing, those things. Daryl used to talk to me quite
often and tell me about all these things. But the names he used were not
actually - they were pronounced not how they were spelt.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

So if I saw that person's name again, it wouldn't mean anything to me for
- I wouldn't connect, maybe not Jimmy Liu because that's pretty simple.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

But some of these other names, they meant nothing to me because they
were spelt different to the way they sounded, and I never used to connect
'em, and same with places in China that he would talk about that he went
to. They meant nothing because they weren't spelt the same way as what
you say them, so -
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GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

- I never connected one with the other and - and I just thought, "I just
don't need to be involved in this. I don't need to know this."

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

So -

GRAINGER:

What about a person named William Luong, L-U-O-N-G?

PULVER:

I've heard that name.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

In what capacity, I don't remember, I don't know. But his name has come
up.

GRAINGER:

Dolly Fu?

PULVER:

Yeah, yeah, I've heard her name. And I think she may have been at that
function in Sydney that we went to.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

Because I remember seeing - seeing a lady and I think Daryl told me that
was Dolly. But - and I don't know that I even actually - I don't know
whether I met her or not but I know that she - she was there.

GRAINGER:

Gordon Tse, T-S-E.

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. Who's Gordon?

PULVER:

Gordon used to be in Wagga and I don't even know whether he still is,
but he used to own Golden Seasons, restaurant here in Wagga. In - I
knew Daryl knew him well, but in later years, he probably had a lot of
dealings. They had few dealings going back and forwards. And in what
capacity, I don't know, don't know.

GRAINGER:

So what do you mean by dealings?

PULVER:

Not dealings, but probably conversations. "Dealings", probably the
wrong word, but conversations and - and Daryl would talk about Gordon.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

But in what regard, I don't know. I - I just can't remember what the
conversations were.

GRAINGER:

Have you heard about a person known - known as Mr Li, L-I?
Hoyuen Li?

PULVER:

Don't think so.
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GRAINGER:

OK. What about Lydia Zhang?

PULVER:

Lydia, yes.

GRAINGER:

And who is Lydia?

PULVER:

Lydia was involved in that trade centre that they were going to, or that
they were keen to set up in Wagga with a person called Humphrey,
somebody or other. I -

GRAINGER:

Xu?

PULVER:

Oh, it could be.

GRAINGER:

X-U?

PULVER:

I don't - yeah, it could be, could be. Yeah, and that was many, many
years ago, though. I haven't had any - I haven't heard or know of
anything of her since then.

GRAINGER:

OK. You said, "They were keen to set up." Who do you mean by
"they"?

PULVER:

Well, Humphrey and Lydia and Daryl.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

Daryl thought it would be a - a great thing for Wagga.

GRAINGER:

What was your view?

PULVER:

No.

GRAINGER:

You didn't think it would be?

PULVER:

No, no.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

I just could - it was beyond me to think how it could possibly work.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

Yeah. And I think that I told Daryl that, that I - I just - I just can't
imagine how this would work. So - but he was keen.

GRAINGER:

OK. And let's - I'll get onto another topic in a second, but you said there
a few times that - and - well, without putting words in your mouth, that
you had a lot of conversation with Daryl about those people I mentioned
and you've - you basically said you didn't want to know.

PULVER:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

Why was that?
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PULVER:

I think mainly because I didn't understand. I don't know that I thought
that it was really wrong that he was doing it, just I didn't understand it.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

PULVER:

And it was a whole different thing to get - to understand it was going to
take so much more time that I didn't have. And so I just thought, "Well,
that's something he's doing, I'll leave it with him, I don't need to know
this."

GRAINGER:

Did you have any conce – none of these people that I've mentioned to
you are from Chinese background. We've mentioned the trade centre and
Lydia.

PULVER:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

Did you have any concerns about the number of interactions Daryl was
having with people of Chinese (UNDECIPHERABLE)

PULVER:

I did wonder why, you know, why - why be so involved with the
Chinese.

GRAINGER:

Is there a large Chinese population in Wagga?

PULVER:

No, no, no. No, I just - yeah, no, I - I didn't know why he was so
involved with the Chinese.

GRAINGER:

Did you draw any conclusions yourself?

PULVER:

Not really. I -

GRAINGER:

Your face gives you away sometimes.

PULVER:

Yeah. No, I'm trying to think of what's the - had to - what to say.

GRAINGER:

Just tell us what you thought.

PULVER:

Yeah. Yeah, no, I - well, I guess I thought, you know, "Why the hell is
he doing this? Why - why would he put - why would he give himself so
much extra work by doing what he was doing." But I never understood
was really doing, you know? Like, he would sit down and I'd sit down
with him and he'd be so excited about, you know, "Oh, you know, I've set
up this deal, Marg," you know? "Everything's gunna be great," you
know? And was - whether it was milk, whether it was - I don't know
what, cattle, whatever. And I said, "Yeah, that's good, Daryl, that's
good." And I think - I haven't got a clue what - what all this is about.
And even as recent as a few months ago, I went into the office - I wasn’t
working - I went into the office and he was telling me about this great
thing with tuna. And I'm thinking, "What?" And he talked on and on
and on, which Daryl does chatter away, and I thought in the beginning he
was talking about Tumut. And then I thought, "No, it's tuna." And - and
I'm - and in the end I said to him, "Daryl, I'm lost in this conversation, I
don't know what you're talking about." Because, you know, he was just
so excited and so full-on, talking about what he had done and what - how
happy he was that I just got lost in it. I said, "What's tuna got to do with
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FOX:

So what was the deal?

PULVER:

I've got no idea. I didn't understand. 'Cause he just talked about how
good it was and I don't even know who, what other people were
involved. And he just said how great - I said, "That's good, Daryl. I'm
really pleased."

FOX:

But he obviously wasn’t in Wagga. Do you know where it was?

PULVER:

No, I don't. Because I thought that he was talking about Tumut but I
misunderstood the tuna and the Tumut. 'Cause - and that's what I said,
"I'm lost. I - what's Tumut got to do with tuna? There's no tuna at
Tumut." "No, Margaret, it's not that" - but that's how it was. And that's
what I thought - you know, that's why I just let things go over my head,
because I just did not know and to try and find out, it would've went on
and on and on. So I thought, "I don't need to know."

GRAINGER:

OK. You mentioned there as well, milk and beef and stuff like that.

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

What - what was that about?

PULVER:

Well, he talked about some cattle, abattoirs or something up in
Queensland. And again, same thing, I don't know.

GRAINGER:

OK. And what about milk? What -

PULVER:

And I don't know where the milk was coming from, I don't know.

GRAINGER:

And he's - he mentioned he used the word "deal". What - what did you
understand that to be?

PULVER:

I just work - thought that he was a middle party trying to organise for
someone to buy from somebody. And I know that's very simple but, you
know, and he was just the middle person setting it all up.

GRAINGER:

OK. So that was your understanding?

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Was - was that - you formed that understanding by talking with Daryl
about it, or -

PULVER:

Yeah. Just with him chatting away, yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. He - he told you that was the situation or was that something you
assumed?

PULVER:

I possibly assumed, but he could've said it in words, but -

GRAINGER:

OK.
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PULVER:

Oh, that's what -

FOX:

Presumably he's had words to the effect of, "I've sat on this deal," or,
"We've got this deal up."

PULVER:

Yeah.

FOX:

You would interpret that as that he has played some role -

PULVER:

Yeah.

FOX:

- facilitating an agreement between two parties?

PULVER:

Mmm, mmm.

GRAINGER:

OK. Does that strike you as odd?

PULVER:

It's not something I'd ever get involved in, but I don't know. People do
what they - what they do.

GRAINGER:

Sorry, I'll - odd from the perspective of being the local member.

PULVER:

Not something - if I was local member that I would get involved in.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall that any of these deals had anything to do with the
Wagga Electorate?

PULVER:

Don't think so.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

I'd have to think more, though.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

Not that I can recall, but - yeah, I don't know.

GRAINGER:

And recall earlier on, we discussed Mr Maguire's requirement to submit
returns to the Parliament and DPC.

PULVER:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

From your recollection, were any of these deals or business arrangements
or whatever they were listed on those returns?

PULVER:

Don't think so.

GRAINGER:

Did you find that odd?

PULVER:

Well, no, because if there was no - if no money changed hands, would it
have to go on to the form?

GRAINGER:

Well, there is a requirement on one of the forms to indicate where there's
been a - I'll show you, it's probably the easiest way.

PULVER:

Gosh, I don't remember, I'm sorry.
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GRAINGER:

No, that's - that's - you can only remember what you remember. That's -

FOX:

While Paul finds the form, obviously you're - you're aware, I'm sure, that
Mr Maguire recently appeared at the Commission in a public inquiry?

PULVER:

Uh-huh.

FOX:

Did you listen to, or read about the evidence in that inquiry as it relates to
Mr Maguire?

PULVER:

I only read what was in the newspapers, that's all.

FOX:

And when you read that Mr Maguire was on a - during a phone call -

PULVER:

Mmm.

FOX:

- talking to someone about what appears to be a - a property deal
involving a Chinese company -

PULVER:

Mmm.

FOX:

- and a Sydney developer and he was on the face of it trying to negotiate
a commission -

PULVER:

Mmm, I read that.

FOX:

- what did you think at that point when you read that?

PULVER:

I guess I was very disappointed but I don't think, and I'm hope I'm right
in saying this, but I don't think that I've ever heard him talking of any
money changing hands before.

FOX:

OK. But forget the money.

PULVER:

Right.

FOX:

Just about the role of - that he was -

PULVER:

Playing.

FOX:

- playing or appeared to be playing appears to be consistent with what
you’ve just told us, that he told you. Would you - would you agree with
that proposition? So you've told us that you've had conversations with
Daryl about him -

PULVER:

Yes and no.

FOX:

- setting up - setting up deals.

PULVER:

Yeah.

FOX:

And then he's - the Commission introduces evidence of him trying to set
up a deal. So forget the money, just trying to setup a deal.

PULVER:

Yeah, yeah.
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FOX:

Would you agree that there's some consistency in what you've told us
today about your conversations as they relate to - let's call them deals and the -

PULVER:

I don't think - from my memory of the - of what was said of that phone
call was that he was asking for special favours to get something through
council. Am I right in saying -

FOX:

No, no, that's not - that's not the case. The development side in question
at that time had been through council.

PULVER:

OK.

FOX:

What he was - what he was trying to do, or what the evidence indicates
he was trying to do, was connect a high value Chinese entity with a
developer with a view to the Chinese entity acquiring a site or sites in the
Sydney area -

PULVER:

Yeah, right.

FOX:

- for further development.

PULVER:

Mmm.

FOX:

So it looks like he was an intermediary between two parties, one of
them's Chinese, one of them's Australian.

PULVER:

Yeah. And - well, I guess when you put it like that, yes, he - I think he
was always the in-between person. I - I don't know that there was ever, I
- I don't know that I felt that anything was wrong, what he was doing.
How do I put it? Just - yeah, and I - I wouldn't have thought that he ever
broke the law or - or - or was doing something that he -

FOX:

(UNDECIPHERABLE) it's not - it's not your role and it's not our role as
investigators to - to worry about that too much.

PULVER:

Yeah, yeah.

FOX:

We're just here to sort of -

PULVER:

Try and get the story.

FOX:

Our job is to try and get the information so that we can present it to
others.

PULVER:

Mmm, mmm.

FOX:

So I'm not asking you for a judgement.

PULVER:

Yeah.

FOX:

I was really asking for your opinion. So if you - when you told us about
these conversations about deals, and I just wanted to point out to you,
that's sort of - from what you're saying, that's - correlates with what
happened with the -
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PULVER:

Possibly.

FOX:

- Canterbury Council matter that was in the public inquiry.

PULVER:

Yeah. I'm not - I'm not sure.

FOX:

OK.

PULVER:

I - I believe he's the in-between person but -

FOX:

Right.

PULVER:

- any more than that, I don't know.

FOX:

Yeah, sure.

PULVER:

Yeah.

FOX:

OK.

PULVER:

I don't think I know.

GRAINGER:

Just what - what - before you were talking to Tim about that, I'll just
show you the code of conduct. This is one that was sent by you to Bay
Warburton, who I think at the time was the Chief of Staff to the Premier -

PULVER:

Premier’s.

GRAINGER:

- to Mike Baird or to Barry O'Farrell.

PULVER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

You might remember.

PULVER:

Could've been Barry, I'm not sure.

GRAINGER:

It's 2014, so it would be Mr O'Farrell, I think.

FOX:

No, it’s Baird.

GRAINGER:

No, it's - it's Baird.

PULVER:

Is it?

GRAINGER:

See on the - under nine, “Table 9 Client services”. Names and address of
persons who benefit from the service provider any time during the
ordinary period of the turn. So Mr Maguire was acting as an
intermediary. He would have clients.

PULVER:

Yeah, right.

GRAINGER:

And this return has nil. I don't have a copy of every return for him -

PULVER:

Mmm.
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GRAINGER:

- but - but my understanding of the requirements of these returns, and I'll
put on record that I may have been mistaken, but this is the area where if
Mr Maguire was to be an intermediary, it should have been listed.

PULVER:

Yeah, right, OK. See, what we would do, you know, as I explained
before, just give Daryl a copy of that and he would just write on it -

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

- anything that had changed.

GRAINGER:

Do you know Julian McLaren?

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Who's Julian?

PULVER:

Julian is in Wagga. He's a financial - in the financial business. He used
to own his own company. I don't know whether he still owns it or
whether he works there. He was a member of the Liberal Party for some
time. Then he - he left.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

But - yeah, I don't -

GRAINGER:

What - what's his relationship with Daryl?

PULVER:

Well, I think they were quite good friends there for a while, but - and I'm
not sure, I have no idea what happened, but then that sort of dropped
away and I don't know why. I don't know.

GRAINGER:

OK. Well, if you remember when I read you the - the allegation the
Commission was looking at -

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Pardon me - I mentioned a company called G8way International. Have
you heard that name before?

PULVER:

I've heard it, but I don't know. I - I - I don't think that I know anything
much about it. It - I've heard the company name, I don't know who is
involved in it.

GRAINGER:

So where do you think you may have heard the company name?

PULVER:

Would've been in the office. I'm just trying to think how I heard. It
never used to come up, sorry.

GRAINGER:

You're all right.

PULVER:

Never used to come up, you know, well, only probably only came up
once or twice but I don't know whether Phil - I - and I don't know this,
but I don't know whether Phil had something to do with it along with
Daryl, I - and I don't know any details of it.
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GRAINGER:

OK. So you - you've said you're not sure whether Phil has something to
do with it and/or Daryl. So how - how - how would you draw that
conclusion?

PULVER:

Yeah. I'm just trying to think. Why did I think that? Whether Daryl's
said that one day to me that Phil, he and Phil were involved in it. But I I - I'm sorry, but I don't know why - what it means. I don't know where,
what that name means. I don't know where it come from or what it was
used for, or -

GRAINGER:

Right.

PULVER:

- anything about it.

GRAINGER:

So if we can try and narrow this down, the people that you worked with
the - in the office with, is it likely that one of your colleagues mentioned
G8way in some way or context?

PULVER:

I don't think so.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

I don't think so. I would've come from Daryl, I think.

GRAINGER:

OK. And possibly, you've indicated that somehow, you formed a view
that Daryl and Phil were involved in this company?

PULVER:

Yes. I'm - I'm thinking that, but I don't know why I think that.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

I don't know.

GRAINGER:

Is that something you - you have - have you had that belief or
understanding or feeling that they're involved for a long time, or is that
just something that's recent?

PULVER:

It would've been a few years, quite a few years ago that I think that I
heard of it.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

But I don't know that I've heard of it recently, but - yeah. I just - I just
can't think why I know, you know? It's something that I know, but I
don't know why that I - I know of it.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So for you to sort of recall that, that possible linkage there, I'm assuming
it has to be some reasonable memory of something to inform you of that.

PULVER:

Possibly. When I was working, I had a very - my mind was very sharp. I
was -
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GRAINGER:

Yeah.

PULVER:

- I could remember things. And I know Paula in the office say from
years back, "If you just asked Margaret, she remembers." But once I
gave up work, I don't remember a lot of things.

GRAINGER:

OK. That's - that's fine.

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

That's fine. We're just trying to tease out where -

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- you may know this from -

PULVER:

Why - why -

GRAINGER:

- and how you know and -

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- things stick in people's memory -

PULVER:

Why is it sticking?

GRAINGER:

- for certain reasons.

PULVER:

Yeah, yeah. No, I - I don't know why. It must've just come up when - in
some conversation. I don't remember seeing anything, I don't remember.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

But it must've come up, but - and I don't know why I connect Phil.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you remember - ever remember seeing an email address at
G8way International or something like that?

PULVER:

Don't think so.

GRAINGER:

What about an email address, G8waydaryl@gmail.com?

PULVER:

Don't think so.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you know about the Australia Pacific Friendship Group?

PULVER:

Yes, yes.

GRAINGER:

Can you tell me about that?

PULVER:

Well, not a lot. I wouldn't be able to tell you who was actually init.
Daryl, I think, was the chairman and it - it was not something that we
really dealt with in the office.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.
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PULVER:

It was done more in Sydney.
Daryl used to have meetings.
Patricia Broderick was - was a person. She would send emails from time
to time to Daryl about it. She would phone sometimes. Sometimes quite
often, sometimes not at all. Go for months, not hear from her. And just
what they did, I don't really know. I think they hosted some events from
other countries when they came into Australia but it's not something we
were really involved in. It was more in Sydney.

GRAINGER:

Does - so you said - you - you - you - meant to ask you earlier, did Daryl
have staff in Sydney?

PULVER:

He had a person by the name of Nicole, and I don't know what her last
name was. I can't remember her last name. But she did a lot of work for
him in Sydney. So -

GRAINGER:

From - from my understanding, and I might be wrong here. That it's
unusual for a - a backbencher to have Sydney staff. Is that the case?

PULVER:

He had - when he was parliamentary secretary, he could have staff. And
then - then the parliament has - what's it called? ATS. And that was,
allowed him to have a staff - part-time staff member in Sydney.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

That was - allowed the members to have a - a staff member when
parliament was sitting down in Sydney to have the two in the Wagga two in the electorate, and they could have a part-time person in Sydney.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

And that's what she was.

GRAINGER:

All right. So when - and - and you said when he was parliamentary
secretary, do you mean when he was speaker? Speaker -

PULVER:

No.

GRAINGER:

- the whip, the Government Whip?

PULVER:

Government Wwhip. Yeah, sorry, yes. Government Whip, not -

GRAINGER:

Yeah. So government -

PULVER:

Parliamentary secretary came after that.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. The whip, did he have a staff member by the name of Rebecca
Cartwright to him?

PULVER:

Yes, yes, yes.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

PULVER:

She started when he became the - the Whip.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.
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PULVER:

Yes, she was with him and then she moved on and Nicole - no, it wasn’t
Nicole then. There was a couple of other people in-between.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

Yeah, Marianne somebody and somebody else, I'm not sure.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

I think.

GRAINGER:

So was there a lot of interaction between the Sydney staff and the Wagga
staff?

PULVER:

There was a bit - yeah. Because we had to deal with the diary together.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

And after, it was by email. Sometimes phone calls, but -

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

Yeah - yeah.

GRAINGER:

So did you have much to deal with Nicole?

PULVER:

Yeah. We had a bit. Not a lot but we did have some - yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. So do you know what Nicole's background was, how she came to
work for Daryl?

PULVER:

Not really. Or whether Rebecca may have had something to do with that,
whether Rebecca recommended her. I don't know where Nicole came
from, you know? I don't know what her previous roles were, but - yeah.
And I think, just from memory and I don't really know, I - I think that she
may have come on the recommendation of Rebecca.

GRAINGER:

OK. Now, we're talking about the APFG and you said to - you sort of
noted Daryl wasn’t involved but you were - don't know who was in it?

PULVER:

No. I don't know who was sort of -

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

The only thing on the - the girls in the office got the names of all the
people, all the members at one stage, and that's only in the last 2 years.
And that was for Christmas card listing.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

Yeah. But I don't - I wasn’t involved in sending out Christmas cards so I
don't know that I even knew who these people really were.

GRAINGER:

All right. Do you know what the APFG actually did?

PULVER:

Not really. Like, that was a friendship group.
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GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

So I presumed that, you know, they - I don't know. I don't really know. I
don't -

FOX:

You were aware it was a parliamentary friendship group?

PULVER:

Yes.

FOX:

Yes, OK.

PULVER:

Yeah, yep.

FOX:

And he was appointed?

PULVER:

He was on that committee and -

FOX:

Part - part of his parliamentary function?

PULVER:

Yes.

FOX:

OK.

PULVER:

Yeah, as - yeah, part of his parliamentary role, he was appointed on that
committee and then I think he was Chairman. And I'm saying I think he
was Chairman, but we didn't have any - much to do with it, so I don't
know.

GRAINGER:

OK. With the APFG, do you - you mentioned you haven't - you don't
know who the other members were.

PULVER:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

But I mentioned a name "Maggie Wang" to you before. Did you have
any knowledge about her involvement with the APFG?

PULVER:

Not really.

GRAINGER:

I’m not suggesting to you, I’m just asking if you know, that’s all.

PULVER:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

No?

PULVER:

Don't know.

GRAINGER:

What about Gordon Tse, do you know if he was involved somewhere?

PULVER:

Don't know.

GRAINGER:

OK. We mentioned Lydia Zhang and Humphrey Xu before -

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- and the - the trade centre proposal. Did Daryl from time to time host
delegations from - from China?
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PULVER:

In Sydney?

GRAINGER:

Or here in Wagga.

PULVER:

I think there was one. I only recall one.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

And I think it was organised through the premier's - local premier's
office.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

I think they organised the program, and who came, I don't know. But I
vaguely remember a delegation coming here.

GRAINGER:

So what do you know of the relationship between Lydia and Humphrey
and Daryl?

PULVER:

Well, it's - I think it goes back as long as I can remember. That, you
know, you used to hear conversations or whatever about Humphrey and -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

- mainly - yeah, Humphrey and Lydia. But I don't know how they ever
met or how they ever caught up with each other.

GRAINGER:

For as long as you worked for - for Daryl, has Daryl always had an
interest in China?

PULVER:

I'm not sure. Not sure, I can't recall, can't remember.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

Goes back a long time, but I don't know whether it was right back to that
time or not.

GRAINGER:

And I mentioned Bob Tuck to you before -

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- someone who you indicated that he's a friend of Daryl's. What else do
you understand that - and you said Bob was something to do with the
university, was that right?

PULVER:

As far as I know, yep. I don't know Bob personally.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

But I think that he had something to do with the university, but in what
role, I don't know.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

But he's well and truly retired now.

Volume 27

1378

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

5

GRAINGER:

OK. Do - do you know - do you recall Mr Tuck being involved in any
sort of training arrangement with Daryl?

PULVER:

I'm just trying to think what. Yeah, I don't know.

GRAINGER:

OK. I'm just gunna show you an email.

PULVER:

"Training"? I was gunna say "training" -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

PULVER:

- as in what sort of training or what?

GRAINGER:

Well, it may become apparent when I - I'll show this to you. I'm gunna
show you an email. It's dated the 11th of May, 2012 at - at, sorry, 1.35
and 56 in the afternoon. It's an email that Daryl has sent to you but he
concludes an earlier email chain with Mr Tuck, between Daryl and
Bob Tuck.
I'll just - I ask you to have a look at that
(UNDECIPHERABLE) start from the bottom up. With -

PULVER:

Yeah, right, OK. So what, are they thinking of setting up a pilot's thing?

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh. You can see from the very top part of it, Daryl sent it to you.

PULVER:

Yeah, "Mate" - and he sent it to Bob Tuck as well.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

PULVER:

"Mate, you're on the money. We'll have offers arranged." Mmm. I can't
add much more to that.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

(UNDECIPHERABLE)

GRAINGER:

So he says, "I will have offers arranged." So there's something in that
email that he wanted you to arrange.

PULVER:

Want to arrange? And we didn't go back and say what. We only got that
email. So maybe it was to arrange the meeting with Kerry Penton, I don't
know. I don't know. I - I don't remember this.

GRAINGER:

That's all right. That's - that's fine. The - the email on my reading of it is
an arrangement between Richard Chen and the Shenyang Aeronautical
university in China to train people to be involved in the aviation industry
of which Daryl is somehow involving Mr Tuck.

PULVER:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

My question was, why would the office arrange for something for what
appears to be a purely commercial venture? You don't know?

PULVER:

I don't know, I'm sorry.

GRAINGER:

OK.
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PULVER:

I haven't got an answer to it.

GRAINGER:

That's all right.

PULVER:

I can't - I don't remember this, and reading that, I would think, "Well,
what have we got to organise?"

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

You know.

GRAINGER:

Was it that - is it the case - and I'll come to some more emails in a
second, but I'll put it pretty broadly.

PULVER:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

In the role of the electorate officers, they are employed by the - the
Parliament to assist the member in the execution of his duties as a
Member of Parliament. Is it the case that those parliamentary duties get
somewhat blurred into the personal arrangements of the member?

PULVER:

Possibly.

GRAINGER:

OK. And is that the case of what occurred with Mr Maguire?

PULVER:

I guess we did whatever was asked of us. But I don't think, from
memory, I don't think there was too many things that we did outside the
electorate -

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

- in the Wagga office. I have to give things some thought -

GRAINGER:

That’s o-

PULVER:

- to - yeah.

GRAINGER:

But - you know, things like booking private travel for Darryl or, you
know, things like arranging to get his car serviced and things - is that
something that would -

PULVER:

No.

GRAINGER:

- be done?

PULVER:

No. What - for the example you used, the car being serviced, no, no.

GRAINGER:

What - what about booking private travel?

PULVER:

Not very often, no, no.

GRAINGER:

But obviously "not very often" means it did occur.

PULVER:

Yeah, no. I'm - I'm just trying to think. I know I did not ever book any
overseas travel for him.
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GRAINGER:

Uh-huh. Should I read that your answer to mean that someone else did,
that you know of?

PULVER:

I only know of one trip that was organised through the electorate office,
it wasn’t done by me. But private travel within the state, well, he did a
lot of that himself. Any holidays, he'd - he did it himself, or somebody
did it. Not - not in the office, though.

GRAINGER:

Sure. So what was the trip that was organised in the office that was
overseas?

PULVER:

It was a couple of years ago and it was on - it was an Asia Pacific one,
and the flights and the itinerary were organised in Wagga.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

And I think that it's the only one that ever was. And I said to - I said to
the girl that was doing it, "I don't think is something we should be
involved in, but you've been asked to do it, your call." So - and she made
the bookings.

GRAINGER:

So who was that?

PULVER:

Adriana, Adriana Lions.

GRAINGER:

And where did they go?

PULVER:

Papua New Guinea comes to mind, and I don't know where else. I just
did not get involved in it. There was other - they went to a few different
places when they were away.

FOX:

So it was Pacific Islands?

PULVER:

Yeah.

FOX:

Right.

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

I'll - I'll come back to that in a second and just explore that bit with you,
but are there other occasions you can recall? I'm using the example of
overseas travel.

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

What about appointments that were made for Mr Maguire that - was
there any critical thought given to - well, Daryl says he wants to meet
with the - the - the consulate for Japan.

PULVER:

Mmm. Don't think it ever happened. Don't think he ever asked for
anything like that.

GRAINGER:

OK. But from your point of view from managing the diary, was it your
place or was it your - your role to say, "Daryl, why?"
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PULVER:

Why? We often didn't ask the why. He would call, or he would say,
"Can you put in the diary such and such meeting?" Well, that's what we
did. We didn't ask him why or anything. Any of his overseas visits, we
had to ask, well, I think it was Nicole, for a copy of the itinerary. And
we - we don't need to know, really, what he was doing. We need to
know when he's leaving, though, when he's coming back. So, you know,
we - we might get details of the flight itineraries. That's all. Sometimes
we'd get all the details and if we did, we'd put 'em in the diary.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

But if you looked at the diary, you'd see that we'd have the flights in and
sometimes nothing of what he was doing because we didn't know.

GRAINGER:

So if Mr Maguire was to go overseas and that had been arranged by
Nicole in Sydney, was that an official function, travel-type situation?
Nicole's a staffer in Sydney.

PULVER:

I don't know.

GRAINGER:

And where were the trips to?

PULVER:

China. And I don't know where to in China because I don't know
anything about China and it means nothing to me.

GRAINGER:

So when - when a Member of Parliament travels overseas, how do they
account for their time? I'm trying to understand, like -

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- normal - normal public sector employees have certain amount of leave
per year.

PULVER:

Yeah, yeah. I - I don't know.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FOX:

Does - does an MP have leave, as such?

PULVER:

I don't think so. I think they’ve got to carry out their duties and attend
parliament. They’ve got to be at parliament when parliament is on, and
they’ve got to carry out the duties that's required.

FOX:

So really - from your understanding is that it's self-managed time.

PULVER:

Yeah.

FOX:

So if they need -

PULVER:

Yeah.

FOX:

- you know, obviously they need to have a holiday.

PULVER:

Yeah. It's up -
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FOX:

(UNDECIPHERABLE)

PULVER:

Yeah, it's up to them.

FOX:

You need to have a break, or breaks throughout the year.

PULVER:

Yeah.

FOX:

It's a matter for them to fit those into their schedule?

PULVER:

Yeah. And as far as I know, they had to notify the Premier that they
were going. They'd be on leave or whatever the case or be.

FOX:

So if Mr Maguire, just getting down to him. So if Mr Maguire was going
on an overseas trip that was part of his duties as Chairman of the APFG,
is that something that he made you aware of? Was it, "This is an APFG
trip. Put it in the diary, I'm going here," or Nicole would say, "This is
APFG"?

PULVER:

No, it was - I - I don't think that it was ever spelt out. I'm - hope I'm
correct in saying this, but I - I don't think -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

PULVER:

- it was ever spelt out.

GRAINGER:

It's only what you recall that’s fine.

PULVER:

Yeah, I don't recall. You know, some were. Some were put down as
being Asia Pacific. But I -

FOX:

Were they trips to China or the Pacific Islands?

PULVER:

Pacific Islands, I think.

FOX:

OK. So that one you were just talking to, the Adriana - it's Adriana
Lions. Adriana Lions made the - the - the flight and the hotel?

PULVER:

Mmm. Mmm.

FOX:

You said you -

PULVER:

It was Asia Pacific as far as I know.

FOX:

You were - how did you know that?

PULVER:

How? Because I think that she also had dealings with Patricia Broderick.

FOX:

OK.

PULVER:

Oh, gosh. I hope I'm right in saying this.

FOX:

That's OK.

PULVER:

Well, I just think - yeah.
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FOX:

It's just your recollection.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

PULVER:

Yeah.

FOX:

And -

PULVER:

And it is only my recollection because -

FOX:

Because you presumably were more senior than Adriana?

PULVER:

Mmm.

FOX:

So did that come through you and you delegated into Adriana?

PULVER:

No, no, no. The - Daryl went direct to Adriana.

FOX:

Why was that?

PULVER:

I think he was trying to get Adriana involved. Like, she was - she was a
very good, intelligent young girl and he was trying to boost her and get
her more involved into the - into the things in the office. But it's not
something that he had ever asked any of us to do before, as far as I'm
aware.

FOX:

So did he tell you he was gunna do that, or did Adriana tell you? About
the trip I mean -

PULVER:

Yeah -

FOX:

- specifically about the trip.

PULVER:

Yeah. I think he talked direct to Adriana and I think I heard the
conversation.

FOX:

So it was a conversation within the office?

PULVER:

Mmm, mmm, mmm.

FOX:

So he was in the office, directing, saying, "Look, can you book this trip"?

PULVER:

Mmm.

FOX:

And what was your -

PULVER:

And whether he was in the office or whether there was a phone call that
I-

FOX:

Yeah.

PULVER:

I don't think I was ever directly told by Daryl. I think that I overheard
and picked up on what was going on.

GRAINGER:

You, as the EO2 in the office, did you have supervisor responsibility for
Adriana as EO1? Was a hierarchical chain?
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PULVER:

Well -

GRAINGER:

Well, just say what - what's supposed to happen.

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

On paper, did you have -

PULVER:

Yeah, not really.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

Not really. Daryl, he would say to me, "You're the boss, babe." You
know? "You - you know, you've got to do this." Well, not "do this", but
make sure that everything works and whatever the case may be. But I
don't know that the other girls were ever told that that's how he felt. So
they, you know, they only took as much notice of me as they wanted to
take off me. So, you know, I couldn’t give them a direction to, you
know, you're - you need to do this or - I mean, I used to. I used to say,
you know, with certain works that, you know, we need to do this or we
need to do that. But they didn't feel that they had to follow everything
that I said.

GRAINGER:

OK. And obviously caused some angst at some points did it?

PULVER:

I used to get frustrated but I mean - I think, "Well, I know what I've got
to do, I'm doing what I believe is the correct way and the correct thing
and, you know, it's up to them. It's up to Daryl, really. It's up to Daryl at
the end of the day.

FOX:

So that's why you took that position in relation to the Pacific Islands, was
you - you were a little bit uncomfortable about that -

PULVER:

Mmm, mmm.

FOX:

- from what you've said.

PULVER:

Yes.

FOX:

But at the end of the day, Daryl had made that direction?

PULVER:

Daryl made the direction for Adriana to do it and I can't recall whether
I've just thought or whether I said to Adriana, "I really don't think this is
something we should be doing in the office," and I don't know whether I
said it or whether I thought it. But - and I think her feelings, you know,
Daryl asked her to do it, she's doing what she's told.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

I'm just gunna send you another email - show another email. It's dated
the 19th July 2012 at 6.50, 33 in the evening. It's in relation to a winery
called Bidgeebong Wines.
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PULVER:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

Do you know that winery?

PULVER:

I know it's in town. I don't know -

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

- much about it.

GRAINGER:

The email says - we'll read it to you before I hand it to you. It says, "Hi
Marg, I believe there is a story on TV about Bidgeebong not being able
to sell his wine. Can you make enquiries with the story, which station,
etcetera, and the range from Bidgeebong to come and see me early next
week re: this problem. I may be in a position to help him as there is huge
inquiry here in China. All depends on the price, of course. You should
also put appointments compact in days, so I may need to go to Griffith
early one day before I return to China with Joseph. Can I leave that with
you? I may not be home till Saturday, depending on how I go. I have
arranged to meet Tim from Borambila" -

PULVER:

Borambula.

GRAINGER:

- which is Borambula.

PULVER:

Yeah, Borambula.

GRAINGER:

"And we'll use the time to catch up for work in Sydney. I'll let you know
during the day." So let's have a read of that. Do you recall that at all?

PULVER:

Something. Something - yeah, I don't know what the - I don't remember.
I - I - I remember something about Bidgeebong Wines trying to get a
market into China, but I don't remember doing anything. Just with our
emails, like, he has addressed that to me, but if that was my rostered day
off, that would be something Brenda would pick up on.

GRAINGER:

OK, yep.

PULVER:

So it wouldn't be - still be there for me to come back the following week,
following Wednesday. Not saying that's what's happened here, but I - I
don't remember ever following it up on, you know, to see what's still what the story was on TV or - or anything. Mmm. You know, I don't
know.

GRAINGER:

No idea?

PULVER:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK. You can see from the email, Daryl refers to the fact that he's in
China.

PULVER:

Yeah, yeah. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Could that have been one of the deals Daryl was trying to arrange?
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PULVER:

I don't know.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

Don't know.

GRAINGER:

Do you know Sally Lean? Do you know who that person is?

PULVER:

I've heard her name.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

She's the daughter of somebody here in Wagga.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you know what she does?

PULVER:

I don't know. Only that - what do I remember from that? I'd never heard
of her or met her but she was in touch with Daryl 'cause she was living in
China. Was she living in China or teaching in China?

GRAINGER:

Yeah, living in China, yeah.

PULVER:

Or doing something.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

PULVER:

But her parents and her mum has just died, but -

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

PULVER:

- her parents live in town here.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you recall them - there's an email here where Daryl has sent to
you, asking you to setup a meeting with Julian McLaren and Sally Lean
about projects in China.

PULVER:

Yeah, right.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall that at all?

PULVER:

I remember him getting in touch, or us getting - no, and I don't - what do
I remember? I remember something about Sally, that Daryl wanted to
meet up with her, but - and I'm not sure that he ever - I'm - I'm not sure. I
can't remember them meeting up.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

But it's hard to remember. Sometimes you don't pick up on what
happened when you weren't there.

GRAINGER:

Yep, OK. And this, for the record, this email's dated the 25th of
September, 2012 at 14:53:20 and it's titled, "Catching up in Wagga,
re: China projects. So from this, it looks to be something to Sally, Julian
and Daryl.

20

25

30

Volume 27

1387

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

5

PULVER:

Yeah, yeah. I don't know. I just remember something about Sally Lean
but I don't know, actually what it was.

GRAINGER:

Is her company called GHD, do you know?

PULVER:

I don't know.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

Don't know. I don't really know anything about - only the, I remember
the name.

GRAINGER:

So this is another email where - this is another email what's dated the
22nd of October, 2012 at 08:49:14 that Daryl sent to you to put in the
diary.

PULVER:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

And it's about a meeting with Julian McLaren and someone from GHD
about opportunities in China.

PULVER:

Yeah, right.

GRAINGER:

Do you know what the opportunities in China are?

PULVER:

No, no. Often with emails, like, going back to - you know, he would
send it to me.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

But it could be, he could address to me but it'd be in the middle of
Brenda's days on.

GRAINGER:

Sure.

PULVER:

You know, it's like he never used to catch up with who was on.

GRAINGER:

He didn't keep track of who was working what day or -

PULVER:

No, no. And I remember discussing saying, "We need to somehow tell let Daryl know every day -

GRAINGER:

Who's there.

PULVER:

- who's on." Because otherwise, the other one gets -

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

- all the emails and they're not even there to - to follow it up.

GRAINGER:

Sure.
There's an email here that, Commission’s reference
D-1-0-4-2-7-6-1-9. It's a - it's titled, "On my desk," but it has a list of
regional producers which appear to be all Riverina people who are
primary producers of some sort. The - the text of the email is, Daryl sent
this to you, "There is a dos and don'ts Sally Lean left me. Please scan
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and email to Phil Elliott. Also, Julian will collect Riverina producers list,
James will drop it in." So we know who Julian is, so McLaren.
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PULVER:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

Who's James?

PULVER:

I would presume his son.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

And I'm only presuming that. I don't know of any other James. But that
could be because the list was at home and James was going to drop it in.

GRAINGER:

OK, all right. So we have a - a - something going on here between Daryl,
Sally, Phil and Julian.

PULVER:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

And it's to do with - with Riverina producers.
knowledge of what that might've been?

PULVER:

I would have to think. Something is in there, but I don't - don't know.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

Yeah, no. I'm sorry. Hard to remember back to - to 2012 -

GRAINGER:

No, that's fine.

PULVER:

- years back.

GRAINGER:

Just bear with me I’ll find a document here, that's all.

PULVER:

Yeah, no, you're all right.

GRAINGER:

You know Gerry McCormick?

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Who's -

PULVER:

Cottontails Wines.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

Not much more than that, though, that - unless that he - only that he owns
Cottontail Wines.

GRAINGER:

OK. And do you know what his relationship with Daryl is?

PULVER:

Well, they knew each other.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

I don't know how friendly or whatever, but they - they knew each other.
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GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

And I think Gerry was trying to get into the wine market in China as
well.

GRAINGER:

All roads seem to lead to China.

PULVER:

Yes, yes.

GRAINGER:

This document is commission reference E-1-7-0-1-4-4-5-dash-1. This is
an email dated the 10th of March, 2013 at 16:45:33. Now, there's a
couple of things I want to ask you about on this. The email Daryl has
sent from himself to you at your parliamentary address.

PULVER:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

Look at the email that Daryl has sent the email from, the email address.

PULVER:

Yeah, right. "G8waydaryl".

GRAINGER:

And the email from Gerry McCormick refers to, "Hope that the
development with the Chinese moves forward."

PULVER:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

Now, there's two parts to that. Do you recall Daryl using that email
address?

PULVER:

I don't think so.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

I don't think so. No.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall why Daryl - he sent it to you if he could ask to put a diary
note in.

PULVER:

“We would like to catch up for a barbeque some time if you and Barbara
have any time." Who's Barbara?

GRAINGER:

No idea.

PULVER:

I don't know either. These diary notes, I don't know.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

PULVER:

And I don't know that they'd ever happened. I don't remember.

GRAINGER:

OK. So the - the - the - do you know anything about the - the
development, the Chinese moving forward?

PULVER:

I would only think, and I don't really know, that it was to sell some of
Gerry's wines to somebody in China. I don't know anymore.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you have a view about whether that's something that the local
member should be doing?
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PULVER:

I don't know.

GRAINGER:

You have a view or you don't know? I'm asking for your personal
opinion here.

PULVER:

Yeah, I know, I know. I wouldn't have thought so, personally. But -

GRAINGER:

Is Mr -

PULVER:

- I was only working there. I wasn’t -

GRAINGER:

I understand that.

PULVER:

- calling the shots.

GRAINGER:

Is Mr McCormack a Member of the Liberal branch?

PULVER:

Well, he could be, I'm not sure.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

Could be.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

He wasn’t - he wasn’t all along, but he may have recently, I don't know.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

Actually, I think he might be.

GRAINGER:

Now, you mentioned you know of Mr Gordon Tse.

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you know someone by the name of Du Wei? D-U, W-E-I.

PULVER:

May have heard of it but I - I don't know.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

Don't know anything about them if I - if I had.

GRAINGER:

OK. And you know of -

PULVER:

It rings a bell but I don't - I don't know where from or what.

GRAINGER:

And you know Julian McLaren?

PULVER:

Yeah, I know Julian.

GRAINGER:

OK. The company that we've discussed, G8way International, that you've
indicated that you have some recollection of being - it being discussed in
the office and you have some view, although we can't determine where
you obtained the view from, that Daryl was involved in the company as
well.
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PULVER:

Yep, yep.

GRAINGER:

They had a website for a while, the company. Do you ever look at the
website?

PULVER:

No, no.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

No.

GRAINGER:

So other than your - your belief or your recollection that Daryl and Phil
may have been some way involved in the - did you have any recollection
about anyone else who may be involved in it?

PULVER:

No, no.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FOX:

Is it fair to say that when you just saw the previous email and it was
shown to you, that Daryl used that G8way, that may have formed part of
your belief somewhere along the track that you may have seen that and
think - thought, "Is he involved in G8way? He's got a G8way email."

PULVER:

It could've been. Yes - maybe - maybe. I can't recall where I've seen
G8way. I - I know of it, you know, in - when I say it, but I don't know
what dealings, what context or anything. But it could be just something,
seeing it like that.

GRAINGER:

OK. This is a - a screenshot of the G8way website. It's Commission
D-1-0 - Commission reference D-1-0-4-2-4-9-7-9. And what we've done
is printed out the G8way website.

PULVER:

Right.

GRAINGER:

If you look at this page, which is page three of the document - sorry, page
four of the document - the third paragraph down. If you could just have a
look at that for me, please. So it's with Gordon and - and Guangzhou.

PULVER:

Sorry, which one am I reading? I'm reading the third paragraph.

GRAINGER:

So this one. Sorry, my mistake.

PULVER:

Is it that one?

GRAINGER:

This one - yes.

PULVER:

Yeah. OK.

GRAINGER:

So it's - ring any bells?

PULVER:

No.

GRAINGER:

No?

PULVER:

No. So in G8way -
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GRAINGER:

Gordon is - is in Guangzhou.

PULVER:

- Kent - whoever Kent, I've never heard of Kent.

GRAINGER:

Du, Du Wei.

PULVER:

Du Wei, and I think that name has crossed me at some stage. And Luyi is it Luyi in Shanghai? And Julian, of course.

GRAINGER:

So all that means -

PULVER:

No.

GRAINGER:

- he's had something to do with G8way.

PULVER:

G8way, yeah. I don't know anything about that.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

I've never seen - I've never been on that website.

GRAINGER:

Was Mr Elliott a frequent visitor to the office?

PULVER:

No, no - not - not a lot, only just time to time. But not very often at all.

GRAINGER:

OK. This is a - an email from yourself to Nicole Hatton -

PULVER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- and is dated the 27th of January, 2015. It's Commission reference
D-1-0-5-1-8-2-6-6, and it's titled "G8way International." It contains -

PULVER:

So how have I done that?

GRAINGER:

Well, I'll - we'll show you. That it contains a handwritten note with some
names and some telephone numbers. I'm gunna show that to you. So do
you - can you identify the handwriting on page two of the document?

PULVER:

That is Daryl's handwriting.

GRAINGER:

OK. And can you read the first couple of lines on the document, the
handwriting?

PULVER:

"Chinese New Year lunch."

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

"Lists of guests for G8way International." OK.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall receiving that from Daryl? It appears to be a scanned -

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- handwritten document.

PULVER:

Yeah. And I - I don't remember it, but I guess I could've scanned it.
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GRAINGER:

Do you have any knowledge of why you would email Nicole Hatton a list
of G8way International guests for a Christmas lunch from Daryl?

PULVER:

I guess that she was going to organise a function and that's what I was
asked to do, I would presume. But I don't remember it.

GRAINGER:

So the names on the list, do you - we've been through some of the names
on the list. Do you recall any of the other names on the list?

PULVER:

Not Adrian, not Alex, not Bruce, that’s Maggie, EJ, no. Gary Knight, I
remember that name over the years. Angus McLaren is Julian's brother.
Ian Kilday, I don't know. That Jim Liu that we talked about. Jane and don't know. Nicole, Rebecca Ren, no. Tim McMullen is from
Borambula Wines, Gerry, Gina Jai, no, Alan Eldridge was from Wagga.
No.

GRAINGER:

No.

PULVER:

Mark Stradbroke meats, no, (UNDECIPHERABLE), Gordon, of course,
no, but I'm not sure how I would send that and that would come up like
that. How would that happen?

GRAINGER:

The G8way International?

PULVER:

Why would that come up there when I'd sent that on my priparliamentary one?

GRAINGER:

Well, that was the name of the email you gave it.

FOX:

(UNDECIPHERABLE) the subject for.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, that's the subject of the -

PULVER:

That's the subject. Yeah, right, OK.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

FOX:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

PULVER:

That's all right.

FOX:

So the sender, presumably yourself, would've typed that -

PULVER:

Yeah.

FOX:

- into the subject.

PULVER:

Subject, right.

FOX:

Yeah.

PULVER:

OK, OK.

GRAINGER:

OK. What's your understanding of Nicole's involvement with G8way?
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PULVER:

I would presume that she was doing as she was asked to do as employed
by Daryl. She was organising this function. And I'm only presuming
that because I don't know.

GRAINGER:

Did you go to the lunch yourself?

PULVER:

No, no.

FOX:

So just on that, is it possible that Darren had - Daryl had actually told you
about G8way at some stage and that's stuck in your mind? Because if he
hadn't and you got that -

PULVER:

What - why would I just send that without asking questions?

FOX:

- you would - I assume have got that and gone, "What's G8way? Who
are the - what's - what's" -

PULVER:

And possibly - yeah. But I - if I did - if I did ask him straight out or if he
told me what it was, I don't recall what he - what - what he actually told
me.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

I do remember G8way, I remember in some form. But I don't know what
it is and I don't recall ever being told what it was set up.

FOX:

It's just that you don't strike me as the sort of person who is a blind
follower from what you've said.

PULVER:

No, no.

FOX:

The few things you've said today, you don't strike me as someone who
would just go, you would do everything with asking questions.

PULVER:

Asking.

FOX:

You strike me as the sort of person who - who would ask some questions.
Say, "Well, what's G8way, Daryl?"

PULVER:

Yeah. And I possibly did. But with things relating to China, I just - I
guess I chose not to know, not to want to know. Because -

FOX:

Because you were concerned?

PULVER:

I don't know whether I was - whether I was concerned or whether it was
the unknown, I don't know.

GRAINGER:

I suppose from your answers and - and I'd sort of pick the same thing up
myself. It's - I've formed a bit of a view, right or wrong, that it may be a
bit of see no evil, hear no evil, speak no evil.

PULVER:

Mmm. Mmm.

GRAINGER:

Is that the case?

Volume 27

1395

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

5

10

PULVER:

I guess so - yeah. Yeah. That if you don't know, well, you don't know.
You don't - but -

GRAINGER:

OK. And there has to be some foundation for that concern.

PULVER:

Possibly.

FOX:

Because at the end of the day, I assume you're the face of Daryl Maguire
quite often.

PULVER:

Mmm. Mmm.

FOX:

So people would come into the electorate office for various reasons.

PULVER:

Mmm.

FOX:

They would call the electorate office for various reasons, and to all
intents and purposes, you would be one of the primary points of contact -

PULVER:

Mmm.

FOX:

- for Mr Maguire. And so it would be awkward for you in some ways to
have a level of knowledge about things that may actually may not be
appropriate.

PULVER:

Might be the right thing.

FOX:

Might not be the right thing.

PULVER:

If you don't, yes. If you don't know, you don't know. You know?
You're not telling any lies. If somebody asks you something, you're not
telling any lies -

GRAINGER:

That's got -

PULVER:

- because you just don't know.

GRAINGER:

That's got a term here called, "Walk of blindness."

PULVER:

Yeah, right. Yeah. But - yeah, dunno.

GRAINGER:

On the 27th of February, 2013, you sent an email to Rebecca Cartwright,
which is commission reference D-1-0-5-2-0-4-4-7. And it's an email
with a copy of a business cou- card of Xiaojun Zhang who is a Chief of
the Xinhua News agency, Sydney bureau. The text of the email says, "Hi
Rebecca. Daryl had a note on this card to send to you and Patricia. We
are to ensure all China focused stuff goes to him, Margaret." Just have a
look at that.

PULVER:

Yep, don't know. I don't know any more than that.

GRAINGER:

OK. So -

PULVER:

I don't remember it but I -

GRAINGER:

Do - do you know what the "China’s focused stuff" is?
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PULVER:

No, no.

GRAINGER:

And when you say "to him", do you recall that that "to him" is to send it
to the media person, or was it "to him" to tell - to send it to Daryl?

PULVER:

Well, I would - I would read what I've got there to say that any - any
things, any matters relating to that may be newsworthy for China would
be to go to whatever this person's name is.

GRAINGER:

OK. So to provide stories to the Chinese journalist. Is that the way I
should read it?

PULVER:

Well, I - and I don't know in what context.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

PULVER:

I don't know.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

And that's the sort of thing that I'd probably never ask questions about
because I thought, "I don't understand it, I don't want to know." And
seeing - and the - his name, or hers, whatever it is written down there,
that means nothing to me because -

GRAINGER:

Sure.

PULVER:

- it all sounds different when you say it.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

PULVER:

So if somebody said to me, "Did you - have you heard from" -

GRAINGER:

Xiaojun Zhang?

PULVER:

Yeah. I would never pick that up from that name.

GRAINGER:

OK. Just dealing with some of these issues that you said about - you
mentioned milk before and you mentioned cattle.

PULVER:

Mmm. Mmm.

GRAINGER:

And have had deals with these people that - that Daryl was mentioning in
the office.

PULVER:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

Was one of the companies a place called Winney Dairies?

PULVER:

Where are they, down south somewhere?

GRAINGER:

I actually don't know myself, but they do produce milk products.

PULVER:

Yeah, right. Maybe. Can I just see how -

GRAINGER:

I’ll I’ll -
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PULVER:

Sorry.

GRAINGER:

It - it's - the train of events with this, and this is a commission reference
D-1-0-5-1-8-0-5-7, on the 13th of October, 2014, 8.50am, you sent an
email to Nicole Hatton saying, the subject, "Winney", W-I-N-N-E-Y, "Hi
Nicole, I was chasing Winney's email address in China. Daryl said you
would have it. Thanks, Margaret." She replies, "Hi Margaret, I only
have this address,
@hotmail.com." You reply, "Hi Nicole,
sorry, but do you have website for Winney? Margaret," and she sent one
back.

PULVER:

(UNDECIPHERABLE)

GRAINGER:

Have a look at that.

PULVER:

Why was I chasing it?

GRAINGER:

They're a Regents Park based, in - Sydney based.

PULVER:

In Sydney, yeah, right.

GRAINGER:

And looking at their website now, they are a producer of infant and baby
formula. "Winney's infant formula is carefully formulated by scientists
and nutrition experts," then it continues.

PULVER:

Yeah, right. I only have a vague recollection, I can't -

GRAINGER:

OK. Well -

PULVER:

- I don't know.

GRAINGER:

What - what do you actually vaguely recall?

PULVER:

No, and I don't know. I just - I think I remember in a conversation with
Daryl, he's said something about he's set up a deal with milk products,
and - yeah, and what the rest was, I don't know.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

I probably chose not to listen. Yeah, I can't remember anything more.

GRAINGER:

OK. The - I mentioned, asked you before in - we started, about William
Luong.

PULVER:

Yeah

GRAINGER:

And you - you - I can't remember what you told me, actually. You
indicated that you knew the name.

PULVER:

I knew the name but any more than that, I don't think I know.

GRAINGER:

And the - you mentioned a potential deal for beef that Daryl spoke to you
about?

PULVER:

Yeah. And I don't know that it was with him, though.
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GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

I don't know who that was with.

GRAINGER:

But I think you mentioned Queensland for the beef. Did you?

PULVER:

Yeah, I - I remember something from - that the beef in Queensland.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

But people involved, I don't know.

GRAINGER:

This is an email dated the 23rd of April, 2013 and it's not from your
email account. It's from the electorate office account.

PULVER:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

So at that point in time in 2013, you would've been EO2. I can't tell you
what day. It was a Tuesday, sorry. Tuesday, the 23rd of April, 2013.
You’ve sent this - sorry, the electorate office email account has sent this
to Daryl and it deals with a - a company called Mort & Co, Charlie Mort.

PULVER:

Yeah, right, OK.

GRAINGER:

Does that ring a bell?

PULVER:

That rings a bell. Rings a bell.

GRAINGER:

Charlie Mort is a - a - Mort & Co is a large beef producer. They have a
number of cattle stations in Queensland. And this is - has information
about William Leong trying to source meat from Mort & Co in
Queensland to send to China. And for some reason, William Luong has
sent this to both Daryl and the electorate office. Sorry, I'll rephrase that.
He sent that directly to the electorate office only, not to Daryl.

PULVER:

Right.

GRAINGER:

Then someone has sent it onto Daryl. So in telling you those things, does
that refresh your memory at all about -

PULVER:

I remember Mort & Co, remember that name as well. But - and they're
in Queensland, are they?

GRAINGER:

Yes.

PULVER:

Yeah. I don't know any details on it.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

I can't remember anything.

GRAINGER:

All right.

PULVER:

Whether I was told, you know, how much I was told, I don't know.

GRAINGER:

Just moving on, and this is - I mentioned to you, Jimmy Liu before -

20

25

30

Volume 27

1399

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

5

10

15

20

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- and the company UWE, and we've established that I told you that they
had a plant in Leeton, Leeton’s not in the Wagga Electorate.

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And you think that Jimmy is a - a friend of Daryl's?

PULVER:

I think so, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. Is -

PULVER:

I think so. He -

GRAINGER:

You say they -

PULVER:

They're known to each other -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

PULVER:

- and I presume they're friends, I don't know.

GRAINGER:

You - you're saying that with some level of certainty. Is that right?

PULVER:

Yeah. Well, I think - yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you recall Jaylin Mao, M-A-O?

PULVER:

I don't think so. She was on the other list that we had before, but no, I
don't think so.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you recall Daryl in 2014 travelling to China?

PULVER:

He went to China many times, I don't know.

GRAINGER:

In an email which is referenced D-1-0-5-1-7-9-4-3, he tells you on the
11th of August, 2014, there's a chain of emails, initially deals with the
meeting with Southern Steel Supplies and then it - Daryl tells you on the
4th of August, 2014, "I'm going to China on the 12th - 12th, 13th, 14th,
15th to sign the oaten hay deal, so the 10th should be OK," and he's
referring to meeting Southern Steel on the 10th. So he tells you he's
going to China then.

PULVER:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

You reply back saying, "The 14 and the 15th are parliament days." And
he replies back, "Yes, I know. I will be AWOL."

PULVER:

Yeah, right.

GRAINGER:

To which, away - away without leave.

PULVER:

Yeah, yeah.
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GRAINGER:

So do you know - a couple of things, do you know what the oaten hay
deal is?

PULVER:

No, no.

GRAINGER:

And when - and he says, "AWOL", what does he mean by that? I know
it means away without leave.

PULVER:

Yeah. I guess he was going to arrange to, you know, I - I - to have a pair
or something in parliament. I don't know what happened after that.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

Whether he advises the parliament that he's not gunna be there, and then
they have a pair.

GRAINGER:

OK. So -

PULVER:

I don't know what happened.

GRAINGER:

From - from my reading of this, Daryl is going to be absent from
Parliament on parliamentary sitting days to go to China to sign a deal
about oaten hay with a person who's a friend who's not in the electorate.
Is that -

PULVER:

That's what it sounds like.

GRAINGER:

Do you have any knowledge of that at all?

PULVER:

No, no.

GRAINGER:

Does that come as a surprise to you?

PULVER:

No, not really. Not really.

GRAINGER:

This - this is - is this something that would be a regular occurrence?

PULVER:

No. Not - not missing from Parliament. He was - I would say that
mostly, he was at Parliament. And I wonder if that really did happen,
whether he was away on those days, I don't know.

GRAINGER:

Well, we can look into that later.

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

There's no problems there, but -

PULVER:

Yeah. It may not have even happened.

GRAINGER:

You said before that Daryl went to China a number of times, and we're
gunna ask you about another incidence now. And it's on the - in June,
2015. And it was the Mayor who the time, was Rod Kendall.

PULVER:

Yeah.
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GRAINGER:

Was a - a trip to China that Rod Kendall had arranged with members of
the Council, two people from the Miss Wagga Wagga Quest. Do you
recall Daryl going on that delegation?

PULVER:

I don't know whether he went on the - I - I don't know.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

But I'm not sure whether he went on the delegation or went in his own
right, I'm not sure.

GRAINGER:

OK, all right. So -

PULVER:

I vaguely remember it. I - you don't - remember talk of the mayor going.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

But I'm not sure whether Daryl was actually part of that delegation or
whether he just went.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall - OK. Do you remember who Daryl went with if he - if he
went?

PULVER:

No, I don't remember.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

Don't remember.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall Daryl at all travelling with Phil Elliott to China?

PULVER:

I think he may have, but I'm not 100 percent sure. But I - I - I've got
some vague recollection that they may have travelled together.

GRAINGER:

So this trip was to Kunming in China. That probably doesn't ring a bell
for you at all. You -

PULVER:

Well, Kunming was - is something to do with Wagga.

GRAINGER:

Sister cities?

PULVER:

Sister city - yeah.

GRAINGER:

That's right. Do you know what Daryl did there at all?

PULVER:

No, no. Not that I can recall. If you see he did such and such, I'd think,
"Yes, I might've heard that." But to say what he did, I don't know.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

I never used to know what he did in China.

GRAINGER:

Some of the documents we've seen says that Daryl was part of the
business delegation that went to this trip with Phil Elliott.

PULVER:

Mmm.
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GRAINGER:

Some people by - as the name of Christopher Egan and his wife Carmel.
Do you know who those people are?

PULVER:

I don't think so.

GRAINGER:

Charles Bannatyne and his wife -

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- Jillian Bannatyne?

PULVER:

I know of them - yep.

GRAINGER:

And who are they?

PULVER:

They're operators in town. They have some recycling plant out at the
waste management -

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

- unit. But what just - recycling, what he does, I don't know.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And also on that trip was Maggie Wang.

PULVER:

OK.

GRAINGER:

So -

PULVER:

I don't.

GRAINGER:

I think I asked you before - I'm not sure if I did, actually. Has Maggie
ever come to the electorate office at Wagga?

PULVER:

Yes, yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. And you mentioned once, didn't you?

PULVER:

Possibly more.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

Possibly more. I think I've seen her a couple of times in -

GRAINGER:

All right.

PULVER:

- Wagga office.

GRAINGER:

Do - do you know why?

PULVER:

Not really, except I think it was Daryl that said that she had some
business dealings, she come down for some business. And I think
another time, she might've been out at Griffith or Leeton or somewhere
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GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

I'm saying "we" again, but I never asked them -

GRAINGER:

Sure.

PULVER:

- what they were doing.

GRAINGER:

Do you ever recall making diary meetings for Maggie Wang with Daryl?

PULVER:

Not that I can recall.

GRAINGER:

All right. So if she was to turn up at the electorate office, do you recall if
that was a pre-arranged meeting? Was just a drop-in?

PULVER:

Not with us.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

Not with the diary, it wasn’t. It could've been pre-arranged with Daryl.
He - and I don't know why I know this but I think - I don't know, whether
he's said maybe he's popping in later, or - or - yeah. There was
something passed in conversation that he knew she was coming but we
didn't -

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

- prior to that.

GRAINGER:

When did you say you left employment? Mid-2017, is that right?

PULVER:

Yes, yes.

FOX:

Can you be more precise?

PULVER:

Well, I went on long service leave in May and - and I think by - and I had
some - yeah, long service leave and it took me through till mid-July or
end of July, I think.

FOX:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FOX:

And so did you go back at all or was this seamless, straight into
retirement?

PULVER:

Straight into retirement.

FOX:

Yeah.

PULVER:

I didn't go back.
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GRAINGER:

There's a meeting in - in Daryl's calendar, electronic calendar for the 15th
of March, 2017, and it says, "Meet Maggie to arrange Asia Pacific - Asia
Pacific Islands trip."

PULVER:

Yeah, right, OK.

GRAINGER:

So -

PULVER:

I'm wondering, is that the one Adriana organised.

GRAINGER:

It possibly could be.

PULVER:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

But -

PULVER:

So what does he say, he's meeting Maggie, or -

GRAINGER:

This is an appointment, it says, "Meet Maggie to arrange Asia
Pacific Islands trip." It says, "Wednesday, the 5th of March between
4 o'clock and 5 o'clock. Organiser, Daryl Maguire." So I'm just trying to
establish from (UNDECIPHERABLE)

PULVER:

Was that to me?

GRAINGER:

No, it's just an appointment in the diary.

PULVER:

Yeah, right. Oh okay, okay.

GRAINGER:

From what you said before, you were still there as EO2.

PULVER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So either you or Brenda would've put this -

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- in the diary, electronic diary.

PULVER:

And I - I don't think I worked in March.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

I'm just trying to think what I did. 'Cause I think that was - I was on long
service leave and then I - or on holidays, then I came back and then I
took some more long service.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

But in March, gosh. Yeah, no, I'm not sure - I'm not sure enough to
know.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

Sorry.
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GRAINGER:

Then someone's put that in who obviously has access to the diary -

PULVER:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- to -

PULVER:

And I must say that I think things changed when I wasn’t there, whether
it was at that stage or after I left that more people had access to the dairy.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

I think a few things changed after I left.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall an email from Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
that came to the electorate office on the 7th of June, 2016? And it was a
- a question from the - the Federal Foreign Affairs about an inquiry made
by the Samoan High Commission. It's dated 16 June 2016 at 10:30:14,
and it's from E-1-5-0-0-7-8-0-4-9-0-0-1. If you start from the bottom,
working way up.

PULVER:

So what is this A-P-C-D-A? Where does - where does that come from?

GRAINGER:

I intended to ask you that.

PULVER:

Yeah, right. No.

GRAINGER:

Haven't heard of that before?

PULVER:

No, right.

GRAINGER:

Do you receive - you recall that email coming into the -

PULVER:

I think it has to do with that trip that Adriana organised. I just recall her
saying that she had trouble getting information. Information wasn’t
coming for - coming through.

GRAINGER:

You see the email from the foreign affairs is virtually saying, "What's all
this about."

PULVER:

Yeah, yeah. And I don't know what went back. I don't know anymore,
sorry.

FOX:

(UNDECIPHERABLE) was it because your attention at the time?

PULVER:

I think that I asked - from time to time, I asked Adriana if that's what that
was all about, and that's what it sounds like. How she was going, 'cause
she was only, young girl and hadn't been there that long. And she said, "I
just can't get the information out”. And I said, "I think you need to talk
to Daryl about it."

GRAINGER:

Yep.

FOX:

When she said, "I can't get the information out," what did that mean?
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PULVER:

I think who the people were that they needed to meet, that's what I took it
as. I - and I can't recall the full conversations that we had.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

But I just remember that she said she was having trouble getting the
information on who she should contact.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

FOX:

And did you know who was going on that trip with Daryl?

PULVER:

I probably heard at the time but I don't know that I remember. I - I don't
think I could tell you who it was.

GRAINGER:

OK.
If you look at the - the email, it's to - from Daryl,
Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au, did you have access to Daryl's
email account?

PULVER:

No, no.

GRAINGER:

Did anyone?

PULVER:

No, no.

GRAINGER:

OK. So on that basis, from your knowledge, we can assume that Daryl
wrote the first email?

PULVER:

I would think so - yep.

GRAINGER:

And it speaks about, "Good morning Consulate General, gentleman,
thank you for your time meeting at parliament house yesterday," and it
speaks about the SAPCDA and supposed, you know, agreement with
Tonga, Fiji and Vanuatu.

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Now, when you spoke about the trip that Adriana Lions organised, you
referred to it as being an APFG trip.

PULVER:

I - I would've thought that's what it was.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

And I don't know whether I know that or whether I presumed that that's
what it was.

GRAINGER:

OK. So Daryl has sent this from his parliament email address -

PULVER:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- but he's signed it as the Honorary President of the SAPCDA.

PULVER:

Mmm.

Volume 27

1407

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

5

10

15

20

25

30

GRAINGER:

And it appears that someone from one of the governments overseas, from
Samoa -

PULVER:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- has - has forwarded this to the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs
and Trade and asked -

PULVER:

What's going on.

GRAINGER:

- "What's all this about?"

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And you said that you recall Adriana having problems getting
information out of various places they were supposed to go.

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Would - if an email like this had logged into the electorate office account
from the Foreign Affairs and Trade saying, "By the way, what is it all
about?" -

PULVER:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- would that be something that was bought to Mr Maguire's attention?

PULVER:

I would think so.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall doing that?

PULVER:

I don't, no. I don't recall doing that.

GRAINGER:

OK. If you had have seen it, would that have been something you bought
to his attention?

PULVER:

Possibly. But when I wasn’t involved in doing any of the organising, I
may have said to Adriana, "I think you need to talk to Daryl."

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

And I think I did say to her. I think and - and whether it was about that
or something else, I don't know. But I did say to her.

GRAINGER:

So - so clearly from the email from DFAT, they're of a view that Daryl
Maguire, as a Member of Parliament, is organising something in the
Pacific Islands that they know nothing about.

PULVER:

Mmm, mmm. Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

Do you have any knowledge of that at all, or -

PULVER:

No, no.

GRAINGER:

Was that something that occurred from time to time? So -

Volume 27

1408

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

5

10

15

PULVER:

Daryl would do what - he would jump onto something and go with it and
then work back to - have to work out what should've been done properly
or how it should've been done.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

So it doesn't surprise me.

GRAINGER:

You mentioned before the - the travel, this trip that Adriana organised.
Were you aware of what Adriana actually booked during the course of
that trip?

PULVER:

Not really. I know that she booked flights and accommodation.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

PULVER:

She used Daryl's credit card, paid for it with that, and I don't know what
else was organised.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you know who she booked accommodation and flights for?

PULVER:

Well, 'cause I think she booked a lot but now, I don't know that I know.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

And I would've known at the time but I can't think now. I can't think
who it would've been for.

GRAINGER:

The - part of the process that it was booked, it appears that Daryl has paid
for a number of people from the Solomon Islands, including a Minister
from the Solomon Islands of government to travel to Fiji.

PULVER:

I don't know anything about that. I don't - I don't think I recall anything
of - yeah, I don't know. Sorry.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FOX:

Was Adriana directed to book it through the formal channel, through - I
believe it's FCM now who organise government travel.

PULVER:

I don't - I don't know that she - I - I really don't know, I'm sorry. I would
presume, and I'm only presuming that she did it direct herself, on the
internet, but I'm not sure.

FOX:

Sure. But the - what, just trying to get the best price anywhere, or - or
through the government, sort of

PULVER:

I don't -

FOX:

(UNDECIPHERABLE) travel agency.

PULVER:

Yeah. I - no, I - I'm not sure. I'm -

FOX:

Did you book travel from time to time?

PULVER:

Did I? I booked all Daryl's Wagga to Sydney.
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FOX:

OK. And how did you book those?

PULVER:

And - through the - the channels, through the whatever we were required
to do.

FOX:

Yeah.

PULVER:

It used to be Castle - Carlson Wago-

GRAINGER:

Carlson Wagonlit

PULVER:

Yeah.

FOX:

It's FCA and -

PULVER:

Was them, and then they changed a little while just before I left. But any
bookings I made were all done through - through there. Although, I do
remember making a couple of bookings and I - and I - using Daryl's
credit card, did I? Did he have to go to Canberra? And in saying that,
I'm not sure. I can't remember what I actually did, but I have used his
credit card on one or two occasions.

FOX:

And have you ever booked any international flights for Daryl?

PULVER:

No, no. Never booked any.

FOX:

Are you aware of, apart from - so Adriana. Just to confirm, are you
aware of anyone else within the office booking international travel?

PULVER:

Only Adriana, that's all.

GRAINGER:

What about Nicole?

PULVER:

No. Well, Nicole could've. I have - I don't know what role Nicole
actually played. It - she's not somebody that we worked with. Like, she
was in Sydney, we're in Wagga. And I think - and I'm only thinking this,
that she made a lot of Daryl’s bookings down there. But -

FOX:

Did you ever get involved in organising visas for Daryl or his associates
for overseas travel?

PULVER:

Not that I recall.

FOX:

Were you - were you aware of anyone in the office -

PULVER:

Not in - not in Wagga office -

FOX:

- get involved in that?

PULVER:

- I don't think, no.

FOX:

OK.

GRAINGER:

I did have another document to show you but I've - I appear to misplaced
it. You asked about SAPCDA, the - the acronym at the bottom of Daryl's
signature block on that email I showed you.

35
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PULVER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

There is an email where Daryl sends to you a thing called an M - MOU
for SAPCDA.

PULVER:

Oh, really?

GRAINGER:

Do you -

PULVER:

I don't recall it.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

If I knew what SAPCDA meant.

GRAINGER:

Shenzhen Asia Pacific -

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- Development Corporation.

PULVER:

Yeah, right, okay. Quite possibly he did, but I don't recall it.

FOX:

There's some relationship between that organise and the APFG.

PULVER:

Yeah, right.

FOX:

And it also appears laterally on some of his returns. Does that ring a bell
with you?

PULVER:

Not really, not really.

GRAINGER:

Did - would - was Daryl in the habit of writing - so I can put this a
different way. As a member of parliament, he has a requirement to, like,
answer constituents and, you know, write back to people.

PULVER:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

And - and he would do that from what we've seen on a parliamentary
letterhead.

PULVER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And he had a certain number or versions, a blue one, one that's got gold
foil on it and -

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So the different versions of the letterhead. So was there a particular
reason that one version was used as opposed to the other?

PULVER:

The - the one with the gold on it was used for sending congra - messages,
invitations, birthday wishes. For special occasions -

GRAINGER:

Sure.
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PULVER:

- that was used. And the other one was the standard letterhead.

GRAINGER:

OK. So when - was Daryl - okay, let me rephrase that. When words
were typed on the standard letterhead, who would generally type the
letters?

PULVER:

Mostly Brenda and myself.

GRAINGER:

OK. Now, in - from time to time, did Daryl - we can put
compartmentalise - there's Daryl's role as a parliamentarian that he has to
answer certain constituents and send off certain things. For other
functions that Daryl would do, such as the deals and things, was it the did - was the - his letterhead used to send letters for those type of things
as well?

PULVER:

I - not that I - I don't think so.

GRAINGER:

OK. As you -

PULVER:

Maybe, maybe. But it - not the general rule and nothing that I can recall
that we did do, but - yeah, I can't remember.

GRAINGER:

OK. You remember I asked you in the beginning whether you knew
someone by the name of Ho Yuen Li?

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

I'm just gunna show you a letter here. Now, I don't think you were
involved in typing this letter, but I want to ask you about the content of
the letter and whether you've seen the letter before.

PULVER:

Right.

GRAINGER:

OK. It's contained in an email, D-1-0-4-3-7-9-9-3, and it's in June 2016.
And it appears the email may have been written by Nicole Hatton -

PULVER:

Right.

GRAINGER:

- the letter, but I just want to make sure, ask you whether you've seen that
before.

PULVER:

No, I don't know whether I've seen it.

GRAINGER:

Is there any references that - when you wrote a letter within the office
here, was there some sort of reference system put -

PULVER:

We'd put our initials on the bottom.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And is there some method by which those things are filed?

10

15

20

25

30

Volume 27

1412

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

5

10

PULVER:

No. Not by - we file it under the persons name or that we would possibly
file it under - we just used to have a China file -

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

- that we would just slot everything in. Think, "We don't need to know
that, so just put it in there."

GRAINGER:

So was it a hard copy file or was it a -

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- electronic file?

PULVER:

Hard copy.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

But -

GRAINGER:

And where was that file?

PULVER:

Well, if we had anything, it would've been in Wagga office if we had it.
But most things, we wouldn't have. I don't think that we had - I don't
think I've seen this before.

GRAINGER:

So the file was kept in the Wagga office. Where in the office was it
kept?

PULVER:

Just in the miscellaneous, China, under C.

GRAINGER:

So actually, the physical location, Daryl - as in Daryl's office itself?

PULVER:

No, no.

GRAINGER:

- or in the -

PULVER:

No, in the general filing.

GRAINGER:

OK. So you have a - in - in miscellaneous, you had a file - file called
"China"?

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And what was in that? All China stuff, obviously?

PULVER:

Just all China stuff. Anything that we didn't - anything to do with - if
there was anything came in, a business card or anything, we'd just put it
in that folder.

GRAINGER:

Did you have a similar folder for say Fiji, or -

PULVER:

No.

GRAINGER:

Just China?
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PULVER:

We had an Asia Pacific file.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

PULVER:

The friendship group and - yeah, and just China.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

Because we - we didn't have dealings with it. Yeah, we didn't - Daryl
may have got us to type a letter or he may have got us to do something,
or something may have come in, but we just put it in there because we
thought, "It's not anything to do with us."

GRAINGER:

OK. So the - the email and the document I've showed you now, you
haven't seen that before?

PULVER:

I don't think so, no, no. And I think - yeah, it's possibly Nicole that's
typed it 'cause I would never put "Dear Mr," whatever his name is. And I
also have trouble knowing what's their first name and what's their last
name. 'Cause sometimes -

GRAINGER:

Yep.

PULVER:

- they're back to front, so - and - but I don't think I would, you know, we
would've done that. But I don't recall seeing it.

GRAINGER:

You - you see that the letter's addressed to Hoyuen Li. It's Li Ho Yuen
on this, but it's the same person.

PULVER:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

The - I've asked you before if you know anything about him. Do you
recall ever making any diary entries to meet with Daryl -

PULVER:

I don't.

GRAINGER:

- and Mr Li in Parliament at all, or -

PULVER:

I don't think so.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

I don't recall doing it.

GRAINGER:

All right. Brenda, that's all I have to ask you at this point in time.

PULVER:

Margaret. Did you say Brenda?

GRAINGER:

Sorry, Margaret. Brenda.

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Sorry, Margaret, sorry.

PULVER:

Yeah.
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GRAINGER:

Getting my people mixed up. Look, thank you for talking to us and - and
- and answering our questions.

PULVER:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

Is there anything further you want to tell us about this at this point?

PULVER:

Not that I can think of at this stage.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

I've sort of -

FOX:

Sorry, one more question. Were you ever involved in the collation of
samples of wine from Borambula or other wineries that were sent to the
Sydney office?

PULVER:

There was a carton of wine in the office at some stage that had to go to
Sydney and I don't know whether it was Cottontails or whether it was
Borambula or Bidgeebong. I - I - I don't know whose wine it was, I can't
recall.

FOX:

OK. Why was it going to Sydney? Do you recall?

PULVER:

No idea. No idea.

FOX:

How did it end up in your office?

PULVER:

It was probably delivered in because they're three local - they're local
wineries. They would've delivered it in for Daryl to take.

FOX:

OK. So do you know how it got to Sydney?

PULVER:

I don't remember. I don't remember. I know I didn't pack it up and send
it but who did, I don't know.

FOX:

So it would've gone via courier?

PULVER:

I don't know, sorry. Possibly, I don't know.

FOX:

OK.

GRAINGER:

During the course of this, and I've sort of discussed this before, I've - I've
rightly or wrongly informed you of a bit of a view that you had some
level of concern about some of these activities but you chose not to know
about them. Is that a fair summation?

PULVER:

I guess that's possibly right. I took the view that Daryl knows what he's
doing, it's not my business to question or whatever. He's - he's the
member. He's the boss. He knows - he would know what he can do and
how far he can go and I thought, "I'll just leave it with him."

GRAINGER:

OK. Is - how far would that stretch?
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PULVER:

If I knew that he was doing something wrong, I would've said something
to somebody. Firstly to him and then - yeah, I think I'd have to take it
further. I mean, I - my belief is that you do the right thing. You know?
Like, everything's got to be spot on because otherwise it'll come back to
bite you.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

But - and, you know, I - and if I felt that any - anything was really out of
line, I think that I probably would've said something.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do - do you feel that's - from my understanding, a number of the
people who were employed in the office were members of the local
Liberal Party branch.

PULVER:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

Do you think that your capacity, or I suppose your view, objective view
of what was taking place, was clouded or influenced by your political
party membership?

PULVER:

No, no. I only become a member of the party when I knew that I was
going to, you know, when I thought, "You know, getting old but I'm not
gunna work forever."

GRAINGER:

OK.

20

PULVER:

And I thought, well, that was something that I could - could do. But I
would never join the party, you know, in my - all the other times.
Different party members had said, you know, "When are you going to
join?" or, "Are you gunna, you know, be a member?" And I always said
no.

25

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

And I wouldn't do it until, 'cause I didn't want any influence from being
in the party and working in the electorate office. I wanted to keep that
separate. So I only joined, and my husband joined just, you know, in - in
probably last 18 months or so.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

With - with the - your duties as an electorate officer, you're allowed to
undertake some minimal administrative task to support the members'
political alliances, like meetings and that type of thing. Does that stretch
to attending polling places in work time to hand out leaflets?

PULVER:

Not in work time.

GRAINGER:

OK.
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PULVER:

Absolutely not in work time. We did at - on polling day, we did. And and I worked on pre-polls this last year, but the election before, I worked
- I helped out in the office when I - on my rostered days off.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

But not -

GRAINGER:

And you - you - you left parliamentary employ when you were at the
pre-polls, is that right?

PULVER:

Yes, yep, yep.

GRAINGER:

Were any of the staff in Mr Maguire's office, when he left in the pre-polls
for the campaign of Julia Ham, were any of the staff there on work time?

PULVER:

I don't think so. They weren't there when I was there.

GRAINGER:

OK. Was there only one pre-polling place?

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

What -

PULVER:

And there was one up at Tumut. Tumut and Wagga.

GRAINGER:

Where's the Wagga one at?

PULVER:

It was up on the corner of Fitzhardinge Street and Edward Street.

GRAINGER:

And who organised a roster for that?

PULVER:

Well, I'm just trying to think who asked me to - to go there. Might've
been Brenda, Sarah, I'm not sure.

GRAINGER:

OK. And they're both members of the local party, are they?

PULVER:

I think, I believe so.

GRAINGER:

Just in closing, since I contacted you - sorry, we'll go back.

PULVER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

The Commission has undertaken a number of activities recently in
Wagga.

PULVER:

Have they?

GRAINGER:

And I'm not sure - I'm not sure if you're aware of any of them.

PULVER:

No.

GRAINGER:

Have you had any discussion with any of your former colleagues about
the Commission's investigation?

Volume 27

1417

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

PULVER:

Not really. Only - I don't know about any other activity. I don't know
what's going on, but Brenda phoned me and she asked me to a function
on this last Friday night. And I said, "Oh, yeah, yeah, I'll go." And she
said, "I hear we're going to see with ICAC." And I said, "I believe so,"
and that was the end we talked about, a function.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

So -

GRAINGER:

Did you discuss it at the function at all?

PULVER:

No, no. And - not at all, because it was her function and she was busy
and I would not have discussed it. When we were on the phone, I said,
"I'll come and see you," because I thought, "I don't want to discuss this. I
don't think that we should be discussing and hearing other - hearing each
other's things," so I said, "I'll come and see you," but I never went and
saw her.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

I did go to her function because I knew she'd be busy.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

So -

GRAINGER:

Did you have a discussion with Daryl about it at all?

PULVER:

No, no. I have not talked to Daryl since I saw him in Noosa. And I did
say to my husband, "I - I'd like to ask Daryl up for lunch one day, but I
said, "I just don't - don't think I want to talk to him." So - and that was
before you phoned. I just sort of felt, "This is going to go a long way,"
just from my reading of what you'd been doing. And I thought," I don't
need to discuss, you know, to get in a conversation with him." So he
hasn't made contact with me and I haven't made contact with him.

GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

And that was prior to the by-election.

GRAINGER:

When - after Daryl appeared at the Commission and gave evidence, did
you have a discussion with him about that afterwards?

PULVER:

Only on the Saturday afternoon. He phoned - or Saturday morning, it
might've even been - after, he was on his way home and I had a
discussion. He - he talked to me, and I don't know whether he rang me or
- he must've phoned me, I'm not sure. And he just said he wanted to
apologise for any embarrassment he caused to me. And I said, "Was no
embarrassment," but I didn't go on to say, "There's only disappointment
and hurt. But I didn't, I just left it at that. There's no embarrassment
from me. But I thought, "You're the one that's embarrassed, mate, not
me." But - so I had that conversation with him and then I don't think I
talked to him again until I text him when we're in Noosa and said,
"Where are you," you know? And we had lunch.
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GRAINGER:

OK.

PULVER:

And his daughter was there and - so we didn't - we didn't discuss. I didn't
bring up anything or say anything because I thought,

GRAINGER:

Yeah, that's right.

PULVER:

Yeah. So we just had a nice luncheon and that was all. So -

GRAINGER:

I'll just finalise this now, Margaret. We find that after people take part in
an interview, we may have prodded some memories that you may recall
something later on.

PULVER:

Mmm. Mmm. Mmm.

GRAINGER:

If you do, after what you sort of reflect on what we discussed, please
contact either Tim or myself -

PULVER:

Yes, I will.

GRAINGER:

It will be beneficial if you could.

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Now, do you have any complaints about the way we've conducted this
interview today?

PULVER:

No, not at all. Not at all.

GRAINGER:

Has information you have given been of your own free will?

PULVER:

Yes, certainly.

GRAINGER:

And is it true to the best of your knowledge and belief?

PULVER:

It is.

GRAINGER:

So -

PULVER:

I just hope that I've remembered correctly because I don't remember
things that I used to.

GRAINGER:

You can only remember what you remember. That's right.

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Just finally, I - I'm just gunna remind you that some of the things we've
discussed, or all of the things we've discussed here and the documents
I've shown you are part of the Commission's investigation, and that
investigation is ongoing.

PULVER:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

We don't know where that investigation's going to end up and our
determination hasn’t been made yet. But ask that no doubt after we

30

Volume 27

1419

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

conduct, finish this round of interviews, you may be contacted by some
of your former colleagues -
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PULVER:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- and say, "What did they ask you, what did you tell them?"

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

We'd ask that it's not discussed -

PULVER:

Yeah, no.

GRAINGER:

- at all with them.

PULVER:

No, I won't.

GRAINGER:

Primarily, A, we don't want to influence the testimony of other people.

PULVER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Secondly, it ought to actually could be a breach of a secrecy provision of
our Act.

PULVER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So the things we've told you and discussed with you are covered by that.

PULVER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So it'd actually be against the law -

PULVER:

No, not a problem,

GRAINGER:

- to do that.

PULVER:

Yeah, yep.

GRAINGER:

It's a natural human thing to do, but please don't.

PULVER:

Yeah. No, I thought that would be the case and that's why I did not go
out of my way to -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

PULVER:

- even talk to the girls before -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

PULVER:

- or - and I won't after.

GRAINGER:

OK. Margaret, thank you very much for your time with us.

PULVER:

Right, thank you.

GRAINGER:

I'll finalise the interview now. The time is 11.44am.
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Code of Conduct
From:

ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga
<electorateoffice.waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
To:
"bay.warburton@premier.nsw.gov.au" <bay.warburton@premier.nsw.gov.au>
Date:
Fri, 19 Sep 2014 11:52:58 +1000
Attachments: DOC190914.pdf (142.59 kB)
Dear Bay
I have been asked to forward the attached to you for Daryl.
Please let me know if you require anything further.
Margaret Pulver
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
OF PICK OF THE CLERK

22 July 2014
File ref: D14/18302
All/25.08
Mr Daryl Maguire MR
Member for Wagga Wagga
WAGGA WAGGA NSW 2650

Dear Mr Maguire
Receipt is acknowledged of the Ordinary Return furnished by you, pursuant to the
Constitution (Disclosures by Members) Regulation, 1983.
Yours sincerely

Ronda Miller
Clerk of the LeRislative Assembly

Parliament House • Macquarie Street • Sydney NSW 2000 • Australia
Phone: (02) 9230 2222 • Fax: (02) 9230 2333 • Email ronda.miller(5)parliament.nsw.gov.au
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Constitution (Disclosures by Members) Regulation 1983 - Ordinary Return Form

SECTION 2 - MEMBER’S ORDINARY RETURN
Constitution (Disclosures by Members) Regulation 1983
Ordinary Return - Legislative Assembly

Disclosures of pecuniary interests and other matters by:

______ Daryl William Maguire_____________
(full name of Member)
in respect of the period:

1 July 2013 to 30 June 2014
(ordinary return period)

18 July 2014
(date)
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Constitution (Disclosures by Members) Regulation 1983 - Ordinary Return Form

Part 1 Real Property

Nature of interest
Address of each parcel of real
nrooertv
fr"
______________■—-— -------------------------

DW & ML MAGUIRE
JOINT OWNERS

Part 2 Sources of income
2.1
Income from employment, offices, partnerships and services
lauie 4.1.1 IIIUVIMC icwv
Name of occupation Description of kinds of
services provided

Name and address of
employer

Nature of business of
the employer (where
the services provided
relate to your position
as a Member)

NIL

Tahio 9 19 Inr.nme received as holder of office

Name or title of the office and a
description of the kinds of
services provided

Volume 27

Name and address of
corporation or body (if any)
in which the office is held

. -- -----------------------------------------Nature of business carried on by
the entity (where the services
provided relate to your position
as a Member)
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Constitution (Disclosures by Members) Regulation 1983 - Ordinary Return Form

mwmv MW

Name of occupation
(if any)

Description of kinds of
services provided

Name and address of the
partnership

Nature of business
carried on by the
partnership (where
the services provided
relate to your position
as a Member)

NIL

Table 2.1.4 Income from services provided under any other contract, agreement or
Name of occupation (if
relevant) and a description
of services provided

Name and address of parties to any
contract, agreement or
arrangement to provide services

Nature of business carried on
by the other party to the
contract, agreement or
arrangement (where the
services provided relate to
your position as a Member)

NIL

2.2 mourner
Income from o
a trust
iiuoi
Name and address of settlor
iiwiii

Name and address of trustee

NIL

2.3 Other income__________
l Disclosure of other income
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Constitution (Disclosures by Members) Regulation 1983 - Ordinary Return Form

RENTAL

Part 3 Gifts
Description of each gift 1 received at any time during the

Name and address of donor

ordinary return period

NIL

Part 4 Contributions to Travel
Name and address of each person

Dates on which travel was taken

Names of States, Territories of the
Commonwealth and overseas countries
in which travel undertaken

who made any financial or other
contribution to travel undertaken
at any time during the ordinary return
period

NIL

Table 5 Interests and positions in corporations
Name and address of

Nature of interest (if any) o

corporation

description of position hek corporation (where corporation is not a
listed public company)

MAGUIRE TRADING PTY LTD

DIRECTOR

Volume 27
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Constitution (Disclosures by Members) Regulation 1983 - Ordinary Return Form

Part 6 Positions in trade unions and professional or business associations
Name of trade union or association

Description of position

LIBERAL PARTY OF AUSTRALIA
- NSW DIVISION

MEMBER

Part 7 Debts
Disclosure of debts

NIL

Part 8 Dispositions of property
Disclosure of dispositions of property

Table 9 Client Services
Names and addresses of
persons who benefit from the
services provided at any time
during the ordinary return
period

Description of the services
reasonably sufficient to identify the
nature of the service provided

Nature of business of
persons who directly
benefited or are likely directly
to benefit

NIL

Part 10 Discretionary Disclosures
Disclosures that are discretionary
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Constitution (Disclosures by Members) Regulation 1983 - Ordinary Return Form

Volume 27

1429

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT
E15-0078-049-0001

Re: Re: Suggestions about cooperation
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
"Pulver, Margaret" <margaret.pulver@parliament.nsw.gov.au>,
Fri, 11 May 2012 13:35:56 +1000

From:
To:
Date:

@bigpond.com

Mate your on the money will have office arrange
>>> "Bob Tuck"

@bigpond.com> 11/05/2012 10:47:06 AM >>>

G’day mate!
Have read your note. As you are aware I hold an Australian Commercial Pilots Licence and have done so since 1967, but of late my
flying activity has ceased. I understand though that when you hold such a licence it is in “perpetuity” I am still partially kept up to date
with what is happening in the industry by the authority. However, for me to be active once again I would have to have certain
refresher courses. That said, I can offer input into this enquiry by way of advice and some knowledge about the industry.
I am not sure if you are aware but I heard on Prime while you were away that REX is finding it hard to recruit instructors to teach pilot
training at their Wagga facility. My first thought regarding this is that should this be the situation it will be also difficult to find
instructors to teach in China unless some instructors would like the China experience. As to the training of aircraft maintenance
engineers, airport controllers, aeronautical logistics engineers, the Wagga TAFE teaches these subjects to RAAF recruits, though I am
not sure if they teach airport controllers and aeronautical logistics engineers, don’t think they do, I think our own aviation authority
has the responsibility for airport controllers.
I spent a lot of time with Kerry Penton while away she is very supportive and willing to be involved but I have not led her to believe it
is a given. In this respect, and the aviation matter I suggest we have an in-depth discussion as soon as possible. By the way Kerry is
out of Wagga all next week. I leave you to decide when we can get together.
Best wishes,
Tucky

From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Thursday, 10 May 2012 9:39 AM
To: ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga
Cc: Bob Tuck; butteredcat01@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: Re: Suggestioins about cooperation

Dear Richard,
It was very nice to meet you in Shenyang . Thank you for your further correspondence regarding Education Opportunities. I will pass this to my
colleagues for consideration and response.
You may receive future correspondence through our Company G8way International . My colleagues are Dr Bob Tuck and Mr Phil Elliott who are
responsible for all education matters.
Again nice to meet you , we will be in touch shortly with a peliminary response , kind regards |Daryl
>>> ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga 5/7/2012 4:16 pm >>>
>>> chen yongqing <yongqingchen@
> 07/05/12 4:08 >>>
Dear Mr. Daryl:
It was my great pleasure of know you and your colleagues in Sydney Hotel yesterday.
As agreed at the meeting, I would like to put up the following suggestions for cooperation for your reference.
As general aviation is the booming business in China, and Shenyang is the leading city for aviation, SAU is appointed by the provincial
government to eduate the students for general aviation. SAU is looking for a partner as APFG for cooperation.
I. SAU and APFG will set up the coopeative programs for educating pilot for private liscences, aircraft maintenance engineers, airport controllers,
aeronautical losgistics engineers, etc, anything that could be related to general aviation. The location is in SAU.
II. SAU will provide the classrooms, facilities, some of the teachers.
III. APFG will provide the curriculum, teaching materials, and some of the teachers.
IV. The initial target of the admission for each year is 1000 students, and will increase according to the market needs.
V. Two sides will discuss the benefits of the program at further meetings.
The similar programs are started by TAFE with Suzhou University, Nanchang Aeroanutical University, and Victoria University with Liaoning
University
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University
Hope you will have a nice trip in China and reply me at your convenience.
Sincerely
Richard Chen
Dean of International Cooperations
Shenyang Aerospace University
No.37 Daoyi South Avenue,Daoyi Development District, Shenyang China 110034
Tel:8624-89724898 Fax:8624-89724298
Mobile:
Http://en.sau.edu.cn
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Bidgeebong wines
From:
To:
Date:

>
Daryl Maguire <dmaguire@
"Pulver, Margaret" <margaret.pulver@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Thu, 19 Jul 2012 18:50:33 +1000

Hi Marg,I believe there was a Story on TV about Bidgeebong not being able to sell his wine . Can you
make enquiries re the story which station etc and then arrange for Bidgeebong to come see me early
next week re his problem . I may be in a position to help him as there is huge enquiry here in China. All
depends on price of course . You should also put appointments compact in days so I may need to go
to Griffith early one day before I return to China with Joeseph.
Can I leave that to you .
I may not be home till Saturday depending how I go in Sydney , I have arranged to meet Tim from
Borambila and will use the time to catch up work in Sydney. I will let you know during the day .
Sent from my iPad
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Fwd: RE: Catching up in Wagga re China projects
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
"Pulver, Margaret" <margaret.pulver@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Tue, 25 Sep 2012 14:53:20 +1000

From:
To:
Date:

please factor in a meeting
>>> Julian McLaren 9/25/2012 1:43 pm >>>
Hi Sally
It would be ideal for you to meet with Daryl. If you make a time with him I will try and work it
into my diary as well.
Thank you for your congratulations. I am looking forward to the challenge.
Regards
Julian

From: Sally Lean [mailto:sally.lean@
]
Sent: Tuesday, 25 September 2012
To: Daryl Maguire; Julian McLaren
Subject: Catching up in Wagga re China projects

Hi Daryl & Julian,
Just a quick note to let you know that I am going to be in Wagga from tomorrow, Wed 26th Sept, until
the end of next week. If you are in Wagga, and could possibly make time to meet with me regarding
China & possible projects, that would be great. Just let me know what might work for you.
I hear congratulations are in order for Julian re election to the Council.
Look forward to hearing from you.
Kind regards,
Sally
Oz Mobile:
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Fwd: FW: Meeting re China with GHD
From:
To:
Date:
Attachments:

Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
"Pulver, Margaret" <margaret.pulver@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Mon, 22 Oct 2012 08:49:14 +1100
IMAGE.jpeg (6.95 kB)

DIARY NOTE
>>> Julian McLaren 10/19/2012 10:10 am >>>
Daryl
Are you available on the date listed below. Regards, Julian

From: Emma Wraith-Lindley
Sent: Thursday, 18 October 2012 9:56 AM
To: Julian McLaren
Subject: Meeting re China with GHD
Hi Julian,

Jane from GHD called in this morning and would like to schedule a meeting for you & Darryl Maguire to meet with Scott &
Rob (Canberra office) from GHD to discuss opportunities in China.

They would like to schedule it for Thursday 1st November in the afternoon. Are you happy to do this and also check if
Darryl is also available.

Thanks Emma

Emma Wraith-Lindley
Client Relationship Manager
Shadforth Financial Group Limited
Suite 2, 161-169 Baylis Street, Wagga Wagga NSW 2650
PO BOX 104 Wagga Wagga NSW 2650
P. 02 6931 7488 F. 02 6931 7487
emma.wraith@sfg.com.au| www.sfg.com.au

cid:image001.jpg@01CD130C.55292EB0

Disclaimer
This email may contain confidential and privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient or have received this
email in error please notify the sender immediately and delete this email from your system. Unauthorised copying,
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disclosure, dissemination or distribution of this email and/or attachments is strictly forbidden. The sender and their
employer, as well as SFG Australia Limited ABN 81 006 490 259 and any subsidiaries do not guarantee the integrity of
any emails or attached files. Email transmission cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error-free, as information could be
intercepted, corrupted, lost, destroyed, arrive late, incomplete or contain viruses. The sender therefore does not accept
liability for any problems in the contents of this message, which arise as a result of email transmission.

Unsubscribe
If you no longer wish to receive electronic correspondence of this type, please reply to this email with the word
“UNSUBSCRIBE” in the subject line. Alternatively, if you no longer wish to receive any electronic correspondence, reply
to this email with the words “UNSUBSCRIBE ALL” in the subject line.
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On my desk !
From:
To:
Date:

Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Margaret Pulver <margaret.pulver@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Sun, 17 Feb 2013 19:07:27 +1100

There is a dos and donts Sally lean left me , please scan and email to Phil Elliott , also Julian will collect riverina producers list James will drop
it in
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Fwd: Cottontails On the Ridge Congratulations on your success at the CWSA Best Value 2013
From:
To:
Date:

Daryl Maguire <g8waydaryl@gmail.com>
Margaret Pulver <margaret.pulver@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Sun, 10 Mar 2013 16:45:33 +1100

Mary , please diary note ,
Sent from my iPad
Begin forwarded message:
>
From: <cottontails2@
Date: 10 March 2013 1:00:13 PM AEDT
To: "'Daryl Maguire'" <g8waydaryl@gmail.com>
Subject: RE: Cottontails On the Ridge Congratulations on your success at the CWSA Best Value 2013

That’s Daryl,
We would like to catch up for a BBQ sometime this month or next month, if you & Barbara have any time, as I realise you would be pretty busy.
Hope that development with the Chinese moves forward.
Are you in town this month at all?
Regards
Gerry
If you have received this email in error or do not wish to receive notifications of our coming events please reply with "unsubscribe"
Regards Gerry McCormick
Cottontails Restaurant,
Function Centre and Winery
Open 10am - Late
THURSDAY to SUNDAY
562 Pattersons Rd
WAGGA WAGGA
E - info@cottontailwines.com.au
W - www.cottontailwines.com.au
P - 02 69 284 554

From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:g8waydaryl@gmail.com]
Sent: Saturday, 9 M
10:00 PM
>
To: <cottontails2@
Subject: Re: Cottontails On the Ridge Congratulations on your success at the CWSA Best Value 2013

Mate you are a star ! Congratulations ! And a bloody good bloke , talk soon
Sent from my iPad
On 09/03/2013, at 8:21 PM, <cottontails2@

> wrote:

If you hit the “Medals Results Tab” in the CSWA 2013 Awards below & then Search “cottontails” under the “Search space” on the right side top area J
You will note that we were awarded a Gold for our Cottontails SBS & a Bronze for out White Bubbles, “not a bad drop they say”.
Regards
Gerry
If you have received this email in error or do not wish to receive notifications of our coming events please reply with "unsubscribe"
Regards Gerry McCormick
Cottontails Restaurant,
Function Centre and Winery
Open 10am - Late
THURSDAY to SUNDAY
562 Pattersons Rd
WAGGA WAGGA
E - info@cottontailwines.com.au
W - www.cottontailwines.com.au
P - 02 69 284 554
<image001.jpg>
From: China Wine Awards [mailto:no-reply@chinawineawards.com]
Sent: Friday, 8 March 2013 11:48 PM
To: cottontails2@
Subject: Cottontails On the Ridge Congratulations on your success at the CWSA Best Value 2013

Volume 27

1437

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT
E17-0144-5-1

Click here to view the webversion of this email

Française

Italiano

Español

简体中文

Dear CWSA Best Value 2013 Winner,
Good news...Congratulations on your success in the CWSA Best Value 2013!
The 100 Hong Kong and China based Judges, all of whom are professional wine buyers, tasted entered wine and spirits, and have
rated and discovered the best for the market.
The event was a huge success, kindly see www.cwsa.org for photographs, videos and the extensive and incredible press
coverage. We have been overwhelmed by media coverage from all over China and the rest of the world.
You will receive your certificates and information on how to order medal stickers by post in approx. 10 days. In the meantime,
please download the official CWSA Best Value winners pack here: http://www.cwsa.org/cwsa-winners-pack-2/
The winner pack includes:
1) digital versions of the official CWSA Best Value logos and medals,
2) order forms for medal stickers and tags, and
3) the CWSA September 2013 entry forms.
Enjoy your success and use this endorsement to further promote your CWSA 20113 Best Value award winning products.
RESULTS
The Medal Winners are available at http://www.cwsa.org/cwsa-best-value-2013-results/
The Trophy Winners are available at http://www.cwsa.org/cwsa-best-value-2013-trophy-winners/
PHOTOS
For high resolution printable images, kindly see http://www.cwsa.org/photographs-cwsa-2013/
Again, thank you very much for joining China and Hong Kong’s biggest and most prestigious wine and spirits competition and
congratulations to you.

The CWSA 2013 is NOW officially accepting entries here to enjoy the special early bird rate - enter 5+ products from only
€135 per entry by 22nd March and send your samples before 20 August
Very best wishes,
Kelly England
President of CWSA

China Wine & Spirits Awards is organised by Kelly England Publishing, 16/A Dotcom House, 128 Wellington Street, Central, Hong Kong
For enquiries contact support@ChinaWineAwards.com
Change email address / Leave mailing list
Powered by YMLP
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G8 Way International

Page 1 of 2

Tel:+61 2 6925 7437| Mail: info@g8wayinternational.com.au

HOME

G8 Way International ...

Bringing people together ...

BENEFITS

ABOUT US

CONTACT US

Leads to business success ...

Welcome to G8 Way International
G8way International has been formed after many requests
from business people who wish to develop stronger links with
China and the Asia pacific.
G8way International has entrepreneurial business leaders in
many provinces including Liaoning, Zhejiang, Guangdong and
Sichuan and in the major cities of Shanghai, Beijing,
Shenyang, Hangzhou and Guangzhou amongst others.

Breaking News !
Shortly our new website will be up and running.
The address will be www.g8wayinternational.com no need for
the .com.au

GALLERY

... Join today!

G8 Way International
Business Club
Download membership form.
Become a member today, simply
download the membership form.
Download form»

G8way connects Australian Wine
Producers with Chinese
distributors

G8wayinternational assists
with immigration:
Our professional consultant has the latest
changes applying from July 1st

(this latest news posted November 25th, 2015)

http://www.g8wayinternational.com.au/index.php
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G8 Way International

Copyright © 2011 - All Rights Reserved - G8 Way International

http://www.g8wayinternational.com.au/index.php
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G8 Way International

Page 1 of 1

Tel:+61 2 6925 7437| Mail: info@g8wayinternational.com.au

HOME

BENEFITS

The International Business Network
G8way International Business Network has been formed after many requests from business people
who wish to develop stronger links with China and the Asia pacific.
G8wayInternational does not buy or sell. It does not handle money nor act on behalf of any party. It
brings together business people of influence.
It acts for the members of the Business Network to ensure the credibility and bona fides of all parties.
The convenors of G8way International have been dealing with China and the Asia pacific nations for
two decades and have made numerous visits to regions, in particular China. During these visits many
connections in a wide cross section of enterprises have been developed.

ABOUT US

CONTACT US

GALLERY

G8 Way International
Business Club
Download membership form.
Become a member today, simply
download the membership form.
Download form»

G8way connects Australian Wine
Producers with Chinese
distributors

These connections are vital in order to successfully source products and services to penetrate the
Asian market.
G8way International has entrepreneurial business leaders in many provinces including Liaoning,
Zhejiang, Guangdong and Sichuan and in the major cities of Shanghai, Beijing, Shenyang, Hangzhou
and Guangzhou amongst others.

Hospitality Group Wins Big !!

G8way International Business Network is a small and exclusive group of entrepreneurial Australian
and Chinese business people who will be assisted in their endeavours, invited on chaperoned travel
within China and Australia and will be formally introduced to people of influence in their chosen
field. Doing business in China and Asia Pacific is challenging. G8way International have access to
skilled interpreters, agents and freight forwarders to minimise those challenges to business, which
until now may not have considered Asia Pacific opportunities because it’s all too hard.

G8Wayinternational recently hosted and
accompanied a large NSW hospitality group to
Guangzhou. Using its connections developed
over many years G8way was able to secure a
wonderful outcome. The hospitality group
purchased crockery, cutlery and hardware for its
operation with a spend of $200,000 aus. After
allowing for freight, commissions and taxes,
airfares and accommodation the group will save
at least 50% on the equivalent wholesale
purchase price in australia.

G8way International membership fees start from $500 (2,400 RMB) a year plus gst for individual,
$1000 (4,800 RMB) ** plus gst a year for corporations and of course represent a business tax
deduction.

G8wayInternational use only tried and proven
suppliers whose quality exceeds australian
expectations.

G8way international’s influence and experience reaches to high levels of government.

Your small membership fee will include administrative and organisational costs for business tours
and other opportunities for joint ventures to exclusive supply requests for products from time to time
which may not be available through usual sources.
If you are interested in becoming part of this small active entrepreneurial group please indicate by
returning the membership form and appropriate invoicing will be forwarded.
** subject to currency fluctuation
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If you want to save money then contact G8way
International now on
info@g8wayinternational.com.au.
G8way International can broker an extremely
attractive travel service as part of your package
using China Southern direct to Guangzhou or via
any number of quality providers.
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G8 Way International
Business Club
At G8wayInternational we bring Australia and the Asia pacific together. Through our Exclusive
International Business network (IBN) we have appointed leaders of commerce and industry as
Chairmen in their respective regions.
It is this ‘on the ground’ representation that sets g8wayinternational apart.

Download membership form.
Become a member today, simply
download the membership form.
Download form»

Whether it be Gordon in Guangzhou, Kent in Zhahai, Du Wei in Beijing, Luyi in Shenyang or Julian
in Australia these representatives of the G8WayInternational Business Network can connect you.

We recently connected an Australian Wine Producer with a major Chinese Wine Distributor. We are
working on behalf of our Chinese clients via our International representatives to source powdered
milk products.

G8way connects Australian Wine
Producers with Chinese
distributors

It is this sort of business that is solving problems in one area and creating opportunities in others.
In addition to this service we host and arrange your tour from China to Australia and Australia to
China.

G8wayinternational assists

At each end you will be met by our people who have the connections within the economic
marketplace as well as at all levels of government.

with immigration:

As an Australian retailer you may wish to spend time at Yiwu, universally recognised as the world’s
biggest market with over 70,000 outlets or the wholesale and manufacturing markets of Wuei in
the nations north.

G8way international has responded to demand
for immigration services and assistance with the
appointment of our specialist in that area.
Contact us for more information

Our connection with the Beijing Business Chamber provides extraordinary networking.
In Guangzhou we are contibutors and associates of their Business Chamber giving enormous
networking opportunity.

If you are based in China we can host and guide you through our select producers within Australia.
In addition to wine and powdered milk Australia is recognised as a wonderful producer of fresh
fruit and vegetables and world leading livestock.

It has been said that doing business within the Asia Pacific region is difficult. G8wayInternational
has skilled interpreters, agents and freight forwarders to ensure that what is negotiated actually
happens.

G8wayInternational can assist in translating brochures from English to Chinese and Chinese to
English
We can assist in areas of legal, accounting, residency, compliance, insurance in addition our high
level connections and chaperoned business trips, and have recently expanded to assist with
immigration.

Contact us today. We are bringing people together
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G8 Way International
G8WayInternational Pty Ltd

Business Club

ABN: 14 160 593 242
In Australia
Suite 16, Business Centre
66-70 Coleman Street

Download membership form.
Become a member today, simply
download the membership form.
Download form»

Wagga Wagga 2650
PO Box 7373
Mount Austin, NSW 2650

G8way connects Australian Wine
Producers with Chinese
distributors

Tel. +61 (0)2 6925 7437
Mob.
General Enquiries: Eml. info@g8wayinternational.com.au
Account Enquiries: Eml. admin@g8wayinternational.com.au

In Beijing

Email: g8wayinternational@126.com

In Guangzhou

Email: chinamitre10@aliyun.com
In Shenzhen
In Kunming
In Shenyang
In Shanghai
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G8Way International
From:
To:
Date:
Attachments:

Margaret Pulver <margaret.pulver@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Nicole Hatton <nicole.hatton@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Tue, 27 Jan 2015 12:24:41 +1100
DOC230115.pdf (1.38 MB)

Hi Nicole
Daryl asked me to forward the attached to you.
Margaret.
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Emailing: Xiaojun Zhang.pdf
From:
To:
Date:
Attachments:

Margaret Pulver <margaret.pulver@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Rebecca Cartwright <rebecca.cartwright@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Wed, 27 Feb 2013 10:58:16 +1100
Xiaojun Zhang.pdf (14.23 kB)

Hi Rebecca
Daryl had a note on this Card to send to you and Patricia. We are to ensure all China focused stuff
goes to him.
Margaret.
The message is ready to be sent with the following file or link attachments:
Xiaojun Zhang.pdf
Note: To protect against computer viruses, e-mail programs may prevent sending or receiving certain
types of file attachments. Check your e-mail security settings to determine how attachments are
handled.
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Xinhua News Agency Sydney Bureau

Xiaojun Zhang

Mobile:

Chief

Fax: 02 9212 2676

Address: 105/420 Pitt Street, Haymarket, Sydney NSW 2000
Email: xiaojunzhang@xinhua-sydney.com.au, zhangxiaojun2012@xinhua.org
Website: www.news.cn
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RE: Winnie
Nicole Hatton <nicole.hatton@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Margaret Pulver <margaret.pulver@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Mon, 13 Oct 2014 11:26:02 +1100

From:
To:
Date:

winneydairies.com.au
From: Margaret Pulver
Sent: Monday, 13 October 2014 11:14 AM
To: Nicole Hatton
Subject: RE: Winnie

Hi Nicole
Sorry but Do you have a website for Winey?
Margaret
From: Nicole Hatton
Sent: Monday, 13 October 2014 10:05 AM
To: Margaret Pulver
Subject: RE: Winnie

Hi Margaret,
I only have this email address:
Winey.sun@
Nicole
From: Margaret Pulver
Sent: Monday, 13 October 2014 8:50 AM
To: Nicole Hatton
Subject: Winnie

Hi Nicole
I was chasing Winnie’s email address in China. Daryl said you would have it.
Thanks.
Margaret Pulver
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
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FW: Mort & Co Chinese Brochure - Draft 15
From: ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga <electorateoffice.waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
To:
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Date: Tue, 23 Apr 2013 14:52:57 +1000

From: William Luong [mailto:wluong61@
]
Sent: Tuesday, 23 April 2013 2:23 PM
To: ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga
Subject: Fwd: Mort & Co Chinese Brochure - Draft 15

Dear Daryl,
Please find enclosed is an email that I sent to Charlie for your info.
Regards
William
Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
>
From: William Luong <wluong61@
Date: 23 April 2013 13:30:18 AEST
To: Charlie Mort <Charlie.Mort@mortco.com.au>
Subject: Re: Mort & Co Chinese Brochure - Draft 15
Hi Charlie,
I've just received the response from my client. It would be much appreciated if you
could quickly provide a CIF quote to Yantin Port, Shenzhen, China on the following
basis:
1/. Whole carcass of cattle cuts into 12 pieces with tail but no skin and head, and
2/. 1st trial order of 1 or 2 "20" feet container(s) can be placed either by the end of this
month or early next month and thereafter at least 4 to 5 "40" containers each month for a
long term contract, and
3/. Meat packs on "frozen" basis, and
4/. CIF price with payment terms to Yantin Port, Shenzhen, China, and
5/. Provide full product specifications, and
6/. Provide photos of each cuts.
Thanks
Regards
William

Sent from my iPhone
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On 20/04/2013, at 6:54, Charlie Mort <Charlie.Mort@mortco.com.au> wrote:
Hi William

Thank you for your response. I note your request for cow beef. Due to this being a
much lower grade product would you like it frozen or chilled. The chilled packaging
is approx 10-15 cents per kg additional cost but is easier to handle on arrival.
If you can advise your customers preference we can offer pricing and payment
details. I would suggest some trial product in May and then if suitable move to
future pricing on a three month interval.

Regards

Charlie Mort

Mort & Co

On 19/04/2013, at 10:57 PM, "William Luong" <wluong61@

> wrote:

Hi Charlie,

Thanks for your brochure.

Please provide a quote bases on the following details provided:
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1/. Whole carcass of cow cuts into twelve pieces, and

2/. Commences with 3 - 4 containers per month for 1 year contract, and

3/. Port of destination: Yantin Port, Shenzhen, China, Hong Kong Port and Hai
Phong Port, Vietnam, and

4/. Payment terms, and

5/. Photos of cuts and packaging, and

6/. Lead time to delivery from placement of order, and

Best regards

William

Sent from my iPhone

On 17/04/2013, at 20:56, Charlie Mort <Charlie.Mort@mortco.com.au> wrote:
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William

Please see attached

Regards

Charlie

<MOR 1302036_Product Catalogue_Draft 15.pdf>
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RE: Southern Steel Supplies
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Margaret Pulver <margaret.pulver@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Tue, 12 Aug 2014 17:09:14 +1000

From:
To:
Date:

Yes I know I will be AWOL
From: Margaret Pulver
Sent: Tuesday, 12 August 2014 5:07 PM
To: Daryl Maguire
Subject: RE: Southern Steel Supplies

14 and 15 OCTOBER are Parliament days.
From: Daryl Maguire
Sent: Tuesday, 12 August 2014 5:05 PM
To: Margaret Pulver
Subject: RE: Southern Steel Supplies

Marg I am going to China 12 13 14 15 to sign the Oaten Hay deal so 10 th should be ok
From: Margaret Pulver
Sent: Monday, 11 August 2014 3:08 PM
To: Daryl Maguire
Subject: RE: Southern Steel Supplies

Friday 10th October is free – do you want me to confirm with Sam. You will have a 3 week break
in Parliament and this is the last Friday of that break.
Margaret.
From: Daryl Maguire
Sent: Monday, 11 August 2014 2:57 PM
To: Margaret Pulver
Subject: Fw: Southern Steel Supplies

From : Sam Mounem [mailto:smounem@southernsteel.com.au]
Sent: Monday, August 11, 2014 02:24 PM
To: Daryl Maguire
Subject: Southern Steel Supplies

Hi Mr Maguire
Hope your well... We were thinking of doing the opening for our southern steel business in
wagga on the 10th of October .
I just wanted to know if you will be available?
Regards
SAM MOUNEM
SOUTHERN STEEL SUPPLIES
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Meet Maggie to arrange Asia Pacific Islands Trip
When:
Wed Mar 15 16:00:00 2017 (Australia/Sydney)
Until:
Wed Mar 15 17:00:00 2017 (Australia/Sydney)
Organiser: Daryl Maguire <"/o=parl/ou=exchange administrative group
(fydibohf23spdlt)/cn=recipients/cn=amaguired63">
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FW: Confirmation of email from the Hon Daryl Maguire MP.
[SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
From:
To:
Date:

ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga <electorateoffice.waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Thu, 16 Jun 2016 10:30:14 +1000

-----Original Message----From: Wright, Marnie [mailto:
@dfat.gov.au]
Sent: Tuesday, 7 June 2016 2:21 PM
To: ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga
Subject: Confirmation of email from the Hon Daryl Maguire MP. [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Importance: High
UNCLASSIFIED
Dear Sir/Madam
The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade has had an enquiry from the Samoan High Commission regarding an email purportedly sent by the
Hon. Daryl Maguire MP to a number of Consuls General from Pacific countries, including to the PNG Consul General, the Samoan Consul
General and the previous Solomon Islands Consul General (please note at present there is no Consul General representing the Solomon
Islands).
Are you able to confirm whether this email did in fact originate from the Hon. Daryl Maguire?
Kind regards
Marnie Wright
_______________________________
Deputy State Director
New South Wales State Office
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
Level 10 Angel Place
123 Pitt Street, Sydney, NSW
Phone +61 2 9356 6200 | Mobile
www.dfat.gov.au
Twitter: @DFATNSW
Please note that on Thursdays my office hours are 7am – 3pm.
-----Original Message----From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Friday, April 22, 2016 7:05 AM
To: sumasy.singin@gmail.com; Trevor Garland; consulgeneral@samoacgs.com.au
Cc: 王晓牧 Simon Wang
Subject: Good Morning Consuls Generals ,Gentelmen, thank you for your time to meet at Parliament House yesterday ,
I have spoken to Shenzhen SAPCDA regarding our discussions , they are delighted with all arrangements made by us on behalf of the peak
bodies chambers of Commerce and business associations in each nation.
As agreed a letter responding on behalf of the consulate and the associations , with contact details for each representative organisation as well
as an appraise of the , economic, social environment , projects , resources and humanitarian needs of each nation would be sincerely
appreciated.
As agreed next Wednesday should be the time line as we have a lot to do in the next month if the request is to be fulfilled by June 30.
It was disappointing that Fiji and Vanuatu were not present however it was such short notice and the high Commissioner did warn of limited
staffing issues.
We agreed last evening that you would approach Tonga, Vanuatu, and Fiji and any others you feel should be included on the same proposal
and Request I put to you.
For the record I have discussed this with the Consul General of New Zealand who has indicated her willingness to assist in any way to get the
formation of the organisation completed.
As stated there is no expectation of any financial contribution from participating countries as SAPCDA will be the funder of all costs.
I have also appointed Ms Maggie Wang to assist me with arrangements correspondence coordination of the project here in Australia and
Simon Wang , no relation ,in Shenzhen to manage the communications between us and SAPCDA
If they could respond as quickly as possible it will be appreciated.
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Again thank you got your time , I am sure you agree this is the biggest opportunity to develop and build your countries and provide
humanitarian assistance .
Warm regards
Daryl Maguire
Hon President
SAPCDA
Sent from my iPad
----No virus found in this message.
Checked by AVG - www.avg.com
Version: 2016.0.7539 / Virus Database: 4556/12076 - Release Date: 04/21/16
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Fwd: Letter to Mr Li Ho Yuen
From:
To:
Date:
Attachments:

Daryl Maguire <"/o=parl/ou=exchange administrative group (fydibohf23spdlt)/cn=recipients/cn=amaguired63">
"王晓牧 Simon Wang" <simon.wang@norfobest.com>
Fri, 17 Jun 2016 10:06:10 +1000
img-160616232827-0001.pdf (581.96 kB); ATT00001.htm (168 bytes)

G'day Simon here's the letter , regards Daryl
Sent from my iPad
Begin forwarded message:
From: "Nicole Hatton" <Nicole.Hatton@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
To: "Daryl Maguire" <Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Subject: Letter to Mr Li Ho Yuen
Do you want me to mail original as well or is this being emailed only?
Nicole Hatton
Office of Daryl Maguire – Parliament House Sydney
Member for Wagga Wagga
Ext: 2712
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Daryl Maguire
Member for Wagga Wagga
Parliamentary Secretary for Corrections, Emergency Services,
Veterans and The Centenary of ANZAC
76 Morgan Street (PO Box 2184) Wagga Wagga 2650
Tel: 02 6921 1622 or 1300 768 378
Fax: 02 6921 4424 Email: waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Web: www.maguireriverinamedia.com.au

16 June 2016

Mr Li Ho Yuen
East Technology Building
Ke Yuan Rd
NANSHAN SHENHEN

Parliament House Macquarie Street Sydney NSW 2000
Tel: 02 9230 2155

Dear Mr Li Ho Yuen
I write to thank you for your warm hospitality when I visited Shenzhen recently and
confirm the discussions we had regarding the formation of the Shenzhen Asia Pacific
Commercial Development Association.
I can confirm on my return to Australia I have met with Papua New Guinea, Solomon
Islands, Fiji and Samoa who have all given in principal support to joining the
Association. Commitments have been given by Fiji to extend the invitation to
Vanuatu and Tonga to join. This meeting will be arranged by Fiji in Canberra soon.
General agreement has been reached by the government representative that they
will arrange for Peak Commerce Representative bodies of each country ie Chambers
of Commerce to partner with SAPCDA and was agreed this organisation is to be
independent and free of Government influences except to assist in its formation.
In this regard I can confirm my APFG is most willing to assist in the formation of the
group using our available resources.
I am very excited about the opportunities this new co-operative will bring to our Asia
Pacific neighbours such as the ones who have already agreed to join and as time
goes on more will see the opportunities available and co-operate.
In my initial discussions the General Council of New Zealand agreed to assist in any
way possible to ensure this cooperative arrangement is a success.
I look forward to meeting you again in Sydney where we can finalise arrangements,
etc. and begin this MOD process with the countries I have already mentioned.
You

sincerely

riendship Group
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INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION

5

RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN INVESTIGATOR PAUL GRAINGER AND
CHIEF INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX OF THE INDEPENDENT COMMISSION
AGAINST CORRUPTION AND MALCOLM ROBERTS AT THE INDEPENDENT
COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION BUSINESS PREMISES ON 6 MARCH,
2019.

10

15

20

TIME:

9:41AM

PRESENT:

INVESTIGATOR PAUL GRAINGER
CHIEF INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX
MALCOLM ROBERTS

GRAINGER:

This is an electronic record of interview between Paul Grainger and
Mr Malcolm Roberts. Today is the 6th of March, 2019, and the time - by
my watch - is 9.41am, and we're currently in the ICAC offices in Sydney.
Other than myself, there are two other people present, and for voice ID,
I'll ask them to state their names. So, you, Malcolm?

ROBERTS:

Malcolm Roberts.

GRAINGER:

Tim?

FOX:

Tim Fox.

GRAINGER:

Thank you. Malcolm, there's just a couple of things that I’ll adopt – sh
told you prior to the commencement. Do you agree that I told you this is
a voluntary process? You are under no obligation to take part in this
interview?

ROBERTS:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Have you given your consent to have your voice recorded?

ROBERTS:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And do you have that I have advised you that this interview will form
part of the Commission's evidence holdings and may be used in whatever
course of resolution to this matter the Commission decides?

ROBERTS:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

That could include a public inquiry.

ROBERTS:

Yes, that's right.

25

30
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5

10

GRAINGER:

And do you agree that I advised you that, under the ICAC Act, it makes it
a criminal offence to wilfully make a false or misleading statement to a
Commission officer?

ROBERTS:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So, anything you tell us today has to be true.

ROBERTS:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Malcolm, I'll have your full name, please.

ROBERTS:

It's Malcolm Derek Roberts.

GRAINGER:

Your date of birth?

ROBERTS:
GRAINGER:

Contact number?

ROBERTS:
GRAINGER:

And a residential address?

ROBERTS:
15

GRAINGER:

Thank you, Malcolm. So you're totally aware of what the scope of our
investigation, and I'll tell you what - I'll read you the -

ROBERTS:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

- allegation. It is - since 2012, Mr Daryl Maguire - the former member
for Wagga Wagga - engaged in conduct that involved a breach of public
trust, by using his public office involving his duties as a Member of the
New South Wales Parliament, and the use of the parliamentary resources
to improperly gain a benefit for himself, a company known as
G8way International, and any other associated persons.

ROBERTS:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

So, what we want to talk to you today about, Malcolm, is an approach to
you by Mr Maguire in relation to some oil extraction technology.

ROBERTS:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Just for my background, can you tell me a little bit about your current
position.

ROBERTS:

Well, I'm the CEO of the Australian Petroleum Production and
Exploration Association; it's the national peak body representing oil and
gas producers in Australia, and the broader industry, so, most of my
members - well, nearly all of the oil and gas produced in Australia is
produced by my members.

20

25

30

, New South Wales.
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GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm. And are you a similar body to New South Wales Mining, as
an industry type body?

ROBERTS:

We're an industry association like New South Wales Minerals Council;
we just represent a different industry.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And where are you based?

ROBERTS:

Canberra.

GRAINGER:

Now, I understand that on the 3rd of April, '18, you were contacted by
Mr Stephen Galilee?

ROBERTS:

That's correct.

GRAINGER:

And who do you - how do you know Mr Galilee?

ROBERTS:

I used to work for Stephen. We both work for the then Minister for
Industry, Tourism and Resources the Honourable Ian Macfarlane so, I've
known Steve since - or at least 2001.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, just going forward, tell us what your recollection's about your
contact with Mr Galilee and what -

ROBERTS:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

- happened after those events.

ROBERTS:

Well, I hadn't seen Stephen for quite some time, and we met at a
function - (COUGHS) excuse me - we met at a function, we made the
usual comments, that we really should catch up sometime, and then, I
received an email from Steve - that's in the pack here - and sent back a
short reply. Nothing much followed after that; we both got caught up
with other things. I noticed that he'd mentioned that he had been
contacted by Mr Maguire. I hadn't previously heard Mr Maguire, so it
was news to me, and Steve had to send me a reminder email later, that I
hadn't been back in touch with him, so, I did contact Mr Maguire after
that.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, how did you - how did you contact Mr Maguire?

ROBERTS:

Oh, I recollect I called him, because Stephen had provided me with his
mobile number.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you recall the conversation with Mr Maguire?

ROBERTS:

Not very clearly. You know, it was sometime ago. I said that - I, I - my
recollection is that I would've introduced myself as having been advised
by, by Steve, that Mr Maguire wanted to have a chat about, about
something, some new technology, and I would've said that I'm happy to,
to have a conversation with the principals or whoever might be able to do
that, and probably would've explained more generally, that, in these
occasions, what I would normally do is have a conversation with the, the
party, and then probably provide any information that that person wanted
to pass to me, to members of mine who may or may not have an interest

20
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in that technology. So, from time to time, people will contact me as
a shortcut, to trying to connect with people in the oil and gas industry. It
might be people just wanting to find a connection in the business. They
might want to – you know, it, it seems strange, but they might want to
buy an LNG cargo. I've had silly people ring up and, and ask about that,
so - and those practices, I normally act as a bit of a buffer between
members and, and their -
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GRAINGER:

Yes.

ROBERTS:

- enquiring party. I ask for information, which I can then pass to
whoever I think might be interested. So, just - more or less - like a
conduit.

GRAINGER:

OK. Did you know -

ROBERTS:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

- of Mr Maguire when you contacted him?

ROBERTS:

No, I had never heard of him actually.

GRAINGER:

Yep. Did you know - do you know what he actually -

ROBERTS:

Oh, well, Stephen's email made it clear that he's a Member of Parliament,
and he'd approached Steve, so, that's all I knew about him.

GRAINGER:

OK.

ROBERTS:

I hadn't encountered - I haven't encountered him. I hadn't met him before
or heard of him.

GRAINGER:

In the telephone call with Mr Maguire, do you recall whether he
indicated to you that he was the - a Member of Parliament or a member
of some other organisation?

ROBERTS:

Well, I knew he was a Member of Parliament when I contacted him.
That was in the original email from Stephen, and the subsequent
follow-up email. So, I, I knew he was a Member of Parliament.

GRAINGER:

Did he indicate to you on the phone whether he was a member of any
other organisation?

ROBERTS:

I don't recollect. I think we may - during our face to face conversation in
Canberra, he may have mentioned being a, a member of a parliamentary
friendship society with China; there was some organisation of that
nature - I think - which was mentioned in passing.

GRAINGER:

OK. Anything that was in Canberra -

ROBERTS:

Yes. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

ROBERTS:

That wasn't -
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GRAINGER:

Yep.

ROBERTS:

- over the phone -

GRAINGER:

OK.

ROBERTS:

- no.

GRAINGER:

So just dealing with the phone call, you said that you don't have a great
recollection -

ROBERTS:

No -

GRAINGER:

- of -

ROBERTS:

-I-

GRAINGER:

- what -

ROBERTS:

- don't.

GRAINGER:

- was discussed. Was there an agreement reached on the phone about
something to happen in the future?

ROBERTS:

Well, I said I was happy to have a conversation with the principal
himself. I equally will be happy to pass any information they might think
relevant, on to people in the industry who I think could have an interest.
So, it was just a general offer to help convey any information to parties
who might be interested.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, what happened after that?

ROBERTS:

There was a - as you can see - with the email exchanged, there was a
little bit of to-ing and fro-ing about whether there was an opportunity to,
to catch up. I don't normally come to Sydney. The industry doesn't have
a great deal of activity in the state. So, it also coincided with our
conversation, which was a rather busy time, so, I was a bit strapped. I'm
not quite sure. I'd have to consult the, the emails, but, it got to a point
where Mr Maguire said he was happy to see me in Canberra. I felt a little
bit surprised by that, but, he explained that he would be driving home,
and he would pop in on the way home for a conversation, so, I said, well,
that was fine -

GRAINGER:

OK.

ROBERTS:

- and so, we arranged for the appointment. I've had to consult here, but I
think it was late May or was it, 25th or something like that. Yes, the
25th. So, he came to see me at our offices in Civic. We went downstairs
to the coffee shop. We had a, a general conversation where he said that
he had information around a new enhanced oil recovery technique that
had been developed by a Chinese business, and he passed to me
a reasonably substantial document, which explained some of that. I said
I wasn't a reservoir engineer or anyone with a technical background, so, it
didn't mean terribly much to me, but I was happy to pass it to a couple of
local companies who might be interested in enhanced oil recovery. I had
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in mind at that time, Santos and Beach, and he had two copies of this
presentation; one copy had the branding of the, the company, the Chinese
company, and he took me through that. I said I was happy to pass a
copy, and he said the second copy was one without the, the identification
of the company, and I recollect that's what he provided me, which - at the
time - I thought was a little odd, in the sense of - if it was a recognised
company in that line of work, it would've been more credible for me to
pass that to, to a member company, then, something that wasn't
identified, where it came from, or where the technology was.
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GRAINGER:

During the meeting, did Mr Maguire indicate what his interest was?

ROBERTS:

Well, he made a general comment that he knew some of the people
concerned, and he'd been told by them that this was a promising new
technology that had been trialled in China, and he was just seeking to
help them make the right contacts in the Australian industry.

GRAINGER:

You indicated previously you've actually worked in an administerial
office?

ROBERTS:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Is that state or federal?

ROBERTS:

Federal.

GRAINGER:

Federal? In your experience, is it the usual course of events, that MPs
promote technology by foreign companies?

ROBERTS:

(LAUGHS)

GRAINGER:

(LAUGHS)

ROBERTS:

Well, I can only speak about my -

GRAINGER:

Experience -

ROBERTS:

- experience -

GRAINGER:

- yep.

ROBERTS:

- in Canberra over 10 years, working for three ministers. MPs would
occasionally be in touch, usually just to find a contact, you know? So,
occasionally, you'll have an MP who might say, "I have a constituent
who has a problem." and they will not, and usually do anything other
than just connect to parties. So, most recently, for example, I've had a
federal Member of Parliament - who had a local business - that was
struggling to work out where they were going to buy their next supply of
gas from, and the company soon contacted me directly, to say that their
local of Member of Parliament had suggested they speak to me, whether
there was any connections in the industry they should make to seek,
whether there are alternative contracts available. So, normally, the - my
experience with has been, MPs will perhaps ask for a name, or perhaps
direct someone to have a conversation with you; not go quite so far as to
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be presenting themselves with information from another party
and normally, they just make the connection.

5

GRAINGER:

So, that caused you some concern?

ROBERTS:

I thought it was rather unusual, and I felt it was more unusual as well
when there seemed to be two copies of the documents, one which took
away the branding, and I have to say - perhaps being of a nasty,
suspicious nature - my first thought was the only reason why you would
pass a document to me without the branding on it was perhaps to make
him an agent for this discussion, and funnel the conversation through
him - or connection through him; so, I was surprised by that. I
normally - I was a little surprised to be having the conversation in the
first place, and I was, again, surprised to see that he wasn't suggesting
that I circulate the document that had the, the Chinese company's details
on it.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you remember the Chinese company's name at all?

ROBERTS:

No. No. I thought it started with J - because I only saw the name on the
document showed to me during our discussion at the coffee shop, and
the, the document that I subsequently circulated - which, ironically, is
corrupted in my system; I couldn't open that, so - but that was the one
that was without the branding, from recollection -

GRAINGER:

OK.

ROBERTS:

- so, so that's my recollection -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh. Well –

ROBERTS:

- and unfortunately, I, I, I don't have the document -

GRAINGER:

Yep.

ROBERTS:

- to hand, so, I may, may not be right.

GRAINGER:

So, in that meeting, did Mr Maguire ask anything of you?

ROBERTS:

Well, his request - really - was, "Could I circulate that document to
parties who are within the industry who I thought might be interested in
enhanced oil recovery?" and made the usual comments that there are a
couple of companies who would be, and that I was happy to pass them,
those documents, but, essentially, I said, "I got to do that myself. I
wouldn't be passing on other people's names or contacts." Effectively, I
would go to a couple of trusted people in those companies, and give them
the documents, and they can make their own judgements as to whether
they were interested in the conversation about the technology.

GRAINGER:

OK. And did you do that?

ROBERTS:

Yes, I did.

GRAINGER:

Whom to?
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ROBERTS:

Brett Woods. He's a member of the APPEA board, and has significant
senior role in Santos, and also to Rob Malinauskas, who was in
Beach Energy; both of those businesses have an interest in enhanced oil
recovery.

GRAINGER:

And to your knowledge, what happened?

ROBERTS:

Oh, well, Brett passed the document straight on to a chap called
Chad Wilson, who I don't know, who operates, was the operator in the
Cooper Basin, and I'm not sure if anything followed from that. They had
a look at the document. They had an interest. They'd gone to
Chad Wilson. I don't know if there was any subsequent contact between
Santos and any other party. Beach thanked me for providing them with
the document, but said they weren't interested, and I went back to Mr
Maguire to say that there had been one company that was interested. It’s
somewhere in an email trail, probably should had a look at, but certainly
gave him just a contact email for Chad.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, after that, providing those -

ROBERTS:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- contact details, did you have any other further dealings with
Mr Maguire?

ROBERTS:

I - no, I didn't hear from him at all and - so, I assumed that either a
conversation was being scheduled between Santos and the Chinese
company, or they had yet to be done.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh. And subsequent to that, have you had any feedback from Santos
about whether there's any procedures or not?

ROBERTS:

No. But I have mentioned to Santos that I was having the conversation
with ICAC, and I also mentioned to Beach so that - I, I assumed that
you'd been in touch with them anyway, but I just wanted to close the
circle -

GRAINGER:

Sure.

ROBERTS:

- there.

GRAINGER:

Yep. No problems at all. During your conversations with Mr Maguire,
did he ever refer to a person as known as Maggie or Maggie Wang?

ROBERTS:

He did refer to - I don't believe he named her in the, in the coffee shop
conversation we had. He did say something about knowing of the person
who was associated with this technology of this proposal, and he did
use a female pronoun, so - I don't believe he mentioned the name.

GRAINGER:

OK. How long did your meeting go for in the coffee shop?

ROBERTS:

Oh, it was about half an hour, actually.

GRAINGER:

OK.
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ROBERTS:

It was a reasonably busy day, and I had - in a way - tried to - in a
way - discourage him from making the trip to Canberra by saying I don't
have terribly much time, and I'm happy to see you in Sydney when I am,
or, or just handle it by email. So, he did pop in; it was about half an hour
of conversation, a bit of pleasantries, then, he took me through some of
the presentation, but neither he nor I could understand the, the
technology, and that was about it, really.

GRAINGER:

OK. I've read through the emails you’ve provided earlier.

ROBERTS:

(Coughs) Excuse me.

GRAINGER:

s –to

ROBERTS:

Hmm.

GRAINGER:

s – the Commission, and I think, from the version you've given me now
is very much aligned with the emails, so I don't propose to go through the
emails individually -

ROBERTS:

OK.

GRAINGER:

- now with you, but, I noticed in one of the emails, I think the email to
Beach Petroleum. You indicated you were not commissioned -

ROBERTS:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

ROBERTS:

Yes. I thought you'd -

GRAINGER:

Why –

ROBERTS:

- raise that. Well, because, it just seems a little odd, really. That wasn't a
reference to Mr Maguire; it was to say here (UNDECIPHERABLE)
coming to one of my member companies, to say, "Here's a new
technology that you might like to consider and possibly use." I didn't
want to seem like I was promoting or selling that technology; that I was
simply a passive conduit for it to come to them. So, that's why I said,
"I'm not on commission." No. It wasn't a reference to Mr Maguire. With
subsequent events, and I re-read it, I can see that people might -

GRAINGER:

So -

ROBERTS:

- conclude that.

GRAINGER:

Does it tie in with your - the concerns you spoke about earlier about it,
about it being unusual Mr Maguire was doing this?

ROBERTS:

Well, I'm always a little hesitant to bother my members with approaches
from third parties who I don't know whether they're people in other
industries or our industries, et cetera I mean, my members are rather
busy; they have their own channels to track technology, et cetera. So, I
just really wanted to say that this had come to me, I was neutral on the
value of it, I wasn't promoting it, I was just making it available to them
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so they could form their own judgements, whether they'd have an interest
or not. So, I know the (UNDECIPHERABLE) perhaps, sometimes my
emails are a little bit flippant.
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GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

FOX:

During the coffee shop meeting -

ROBERTS:

Mmm. Yes Tim.

FOX:

- you said that he mentioned a parliamentary friendship group.

ROBERTS:

Something like that.

FOX:

Can you remember the context of that?

ROBERTS:

I think it was probably the context of being familiar with the, the Chinese
community, and interested in Chinese business in Australia; so, it's put
in - I think it was put in that context. I didn't draw the conclusion from
that, that this was something that the, the broader group was involved in
or had an interest in; I think he was just using it as an example of his
interest in, in Chinese - relationship with China and Chinese business in
Australia.

FOX:

So, what was his explanation as to how he came to be making these
representations to you?

ROBERTS:

Well, it was - it sounded very personal, in the sense of, a list has come to
me, and there's this person who's asked me, "Was there anywhere she
should go?" or - I'm pretty sure that the female pronoun was used in that
conversation, so, it was more, "I've got these connections", or "these
people I know", "I'm, I'm participating in a, a parliamentary group that
was interested in China", and so forth. I've been approached by this
person who has this technology, but not quite sure who she should talk
to, and so, that she's asked me. I'm just trying to help out. That
was pretty much the context. That would've been a little bit more credible
to me at the time, I suppose, if the person was there, or there was a direct
connection; so, my, my number's available. I would've been half
expecting to have a call directly, from the principals, rather than talking
to Mr Maguire.

GRAINGER:

I'll just initiate a couple of documents -

ROBERTS:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- now, Malcolm, and this one's a document entitled, "EVP: The New
EOR Technology by Jun Lun Petroleum Ltd" -

ROBERTS:

Ah, Jun Lun.

GRAINGER:

- and you spoken about being given a copy of a redacted and also a –
viewing a full document. I'll just show you that, to have a look.

ROBERTS:

Sure.
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GRAINGER:

See if you can identify that one for me, please.

ROBERTS:

I can't identify exact pages, but, this looks the back - this looks the format
of the document that I saw in the coffee shop, and because it was a
technical document, and I'm not an engineer, I just tried to feign
intelligent interest in the technique, and I had a vague recollection, it
might have been a bit longer than that, but the name does ring a bell, now
that I see it.

GRAINGER:

Now, you said there was another version of this document. Was it in a
similar format, do you recall, or was it -

ROBERTS:

Yeah. There was a - if I - again, I'm, I'm hoping I recall this correctly - a
sort of clumsy elimination of the branding -

GRAINGER:

So -

ROBERTS:

- on the document.

GRAINGER:

- you're talking about -

ROBERTS:

Sort of covered over - or something or other - like, it was a physical copy
where the, the, the name had been covered.

GRAINGER:

OK.

ROBERTS:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And did you take that upstairs and scan to distribute do you remember?

20

ROBERTS:

I think so. I know I circulated a copy of the document - and my
recollection is it's a copy of the document without the Jun Lun brand on
it, and I had looked in my office, there's no hard copy of the document. I
went through my IT system and all – as I said I could find was a PDF
that is -

25

GRAINGER:

Won’t open.

ROBERTS:

- corrupted, and so, I tried opening it. It's - I would assume that - or
maybe the Santos and Beach IT systems are a bit better, and they have a
proper copy of the document in the emails I sent to Rob and to Brett.

GRAINGER:

What I might ask you to do is just send me a copy of the corrupted file.

ROBERTS:

Sure.

GRAINGER:

We may have tools that can -

ROBERTS:

Thank -

GRAINGER:

- open it.

ROBERTS:

- you.

GRAINGER:

- that.
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ROBERTS:

Yep. I'll hunt that out.

GRAINGER:

And if you could do that, it would be appreciated.

ROBERTS:

Happy to Paul.

GRAINGER:

Have you ever heard of this company Jun Lun -

ROBERTS:

No.

GRAINGER:

- before?

ROBERTS:

No, I haven't; which doesn't necessarily mean anything at all, because, if
they were technology providers to the industry, but not APPEA
members, I wouldn't have encountered them.

GRAINGER:

OK. All right. Malcolm, I have nothing further to ask you at this point.
Tim?

FOX:

No, no. Just to clarify (UNDECIPHERABLE)

ROBERTS:

Yep.

FOX:

- when he called you -

ROBERTS:

Yes.

FOX:

- he offered to come to Canberra?

ROBERTS:

Yes.

FOX:

And he said that he was on his way home, presumably to Wagga Wagga?

ROBERTS:

Well, that's what I assumed -

FOX:

Yeah.

ROBERTS:

- yes.

FOX:

And so, what time of the day was it when he came -

ROBERTS:

Oh -

FOX:

- to -

ROBERTS:

- it -

FOX:

- see -

ROBERTS:

- was -

FOX:

- you?

ROBERTS:

- in the morning.

FOX:

In the morning.
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ROBERTS:

It might have been something – in fact

FOX:

That's OK.

ROBERTS:

- I could check.

FOX:

So, it was -

ROBERTS:

My recollection would be something like 10 o'clock in the morning, or
such like –

FOX:

Was there a reason why you didn't meet him at your office, but you met
him in a coffee shop?

ROBERTS:

Again, my recollection would be, and the coffee shop's downstairs
from - in the same building - downstairs from the office; my recollection
is, I did meet him in the coffee shop, rather than take him up to the
10th floor; that's my recollection. It would have just been a courtesy.
The fact was, he was a Member of Parliament; he was coming to see me.
He had have driven down from Sydney - I assume - that morning, so, I
though, well, we might as well just meet in the coffee shop and have a
conversation. We conducted a little bit of business in the coffee shop
downstairs, so, it wasn't anything other than a courtesy to him.

FOX:

OK. OK.

ROBERTS:

It sometimes helps, if you're in a coffee shop rather than your office, and
if you want to - or have to - break off the conversation and go back to
your other work, that you sort of – degree of separation. Rather than
throwing someone out of your office, you're apologising and going back
to work.

GRAINGER:

Did –you agreeing to meet Mr Maguire, you indicated before that you
tried to dissuade him from coming to Canberra as best you could?

ROBERTS:

I felt - well, I, I really just felt that, that was, how to put it, an imposition.
He said – I think he'd suggested, "Well, when are you next in Sydney?"
and I made the point, "Well, we don't do very much business in New
South Wales, so I don't come to Sydney very often. I would be happy to
catch up with you on one of those occasions", but it doesn't happen very
often; there was nothing programmed, and that's when he suggested that
he could see me in Canberra, and felt there was a little bit of an
obligation here - that someone was interrupting their trip home, coming
to see me in my office, a Member of Parliament, so, I did feel a
little - how can I put it? Well, normally, I would go and see the
Member of Parliament rather than a Member of Parliament come and see
me.

GRAINGER:

Did you - your agreeance to seeing Mr Maguire after all this -

ROBERTS:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- if Mr Maguire had not been a Member of Parliament -

ROBERTS:

Yep.
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GRAINGER:

- would you have agreed to see him over this issue?

ROBERTS:

Probably not. What I probably would have said is, "Well, if you wanted
to send me via email or by mail, a document, a presentation, then I'd be
happy to forward it to other parties." I, I wouldn't say that would be
necessarily always the case. If in a conversation with someone, I always
convinced that they understood the indus- that this was a genuine party,
in a good - something, possibly, to offer, as opposed to someone just
floating an idea or hunting around for an opportunity. I might have
agreed to, to have a meeting, but certainly since he was a
Member of Parliament, I respect Members of Parliament, of course we’ll
have a discussion. I think, in my first email - well, not when I've - maybe
not my first email, but one of my emails back to him, I had - sort of indicated that I was quite happy to meet the principals, and I was happy
to meet directly with the people who had the technology, and that's what
I would normally have assumed would have happened - that I would
have seen the people who, who had the technology, had the command of
the technique, and under those circumstances, I would have - again - just
been like the, the butter between the, the party that's trying to interest
people in the product, and my members who I don't wish to bother with
frivolous enquiries.

GRAINGER:

OK. Malcolm, I have nothing further to ask you. Thank you for taking
the time -

ROBERTS:

Oh.

GRAINGER:

- to talk -

ROBERTS:

Not -

GRAINGER:

- to -

ROBERTS:

- at -

GRAINGER:

- us -

ROBERTS:

- all -

GRAINGER:

- today.

ROBERTS:

- Paul. I'm sorry about the delay in getting - come, come up to Sydney
and see you, but -

GRAINGER:

No -

ROBERTS:

-I-

GRAINGER:

- probs.

ROBERTS:

- don't come to Sydney very often.

GRAINGER:

No problems. If you cold look for that -

ROBERTS:

Yes, I -
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GRAINGER:

- corrupted -

ROBERTS:

- will.

GRAINGER:

- file and send it to me, that would be appreciated.

ROBERTS:

Absolutely.

GRAINGER:

I'll just finalise the interview now. Malcolm, do you have any complaints
about the way we conducted the interview today?

ROBERTS:

None at all.

GRAINGER:

Thank you. Malcolm, the time is now 10.09am, and I'll finalise this.

ROBERTS:

Thank you.

(INTERVIEW CONCLUDED)
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1. EVP Technical Overview
JUNLUN PETROLEUM CO., LIMITED is a technology engineering company engaged in oil
exploration & production, with oil & gas technical services and particularly committed to
tertiary oil recovery, heavy oil development.
JUNLUN has developed a new type of highly efficient alkali-free oil displacement system in
EOR field called EVP(Enhanced Viscosity Program) technology, with many patents, It can
be used for both conventional and unconventional oilfields.EVP can greatly increase crude
oil production(enhanced oil recovery around 30%), significantly reduce developing costs
(conventional heavy oil cost around ＄20 under normal conditions).
EVP combines both advantages of conventional polymers and surfactants. EVP can not
only improve displacing fluid viscosity, increase reservoir swept volume, but also have
emulsion, visbreaking and oil-lifting capabilities, so it can further exploit the remaining crude
oil which cannot be exploited by polymer flooding, which effectively solves the problems
which exist in SP & ASP displacement techniques.
EVP has exceeded conventional polymer flooding in EOR capability, and also ASP flooding
in EOR degree and viscosity reduction, etc. EVP has proven its efficacy in conventional oil,
heavy oil, high pour point crude, low permeability reservoir.
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2. EVP Technical Advantages
Main process technology of EVP and its displacement screening criteria
Main process
technology of EVP
Viscosity <10000 cp,
EVP Flooding, Non-thermal Process
Viscosity 10000 cp~50000 cp,
Hot Water-EVP Stimulation
（EVP + 100℃~120℃ hot water ）

EVP displacement screening criteria
Reservoir conditions suitable for EVP flooding

Crude
physical
property
Formation
water

Viscosity >50000 cp,
EVP+Steam Stimulation, This
method can substancially reduce

Reservoir

Density（g/cm）

---

---

Acidity（mg.KOH/g）

---

---

Salinity（mg/L）

≤25×104

≤5×104

Ca+Mg（mg/L）

≤5×104

≤0.5×104

Depth（m）

<6000

<2500

Thickness（m）

---

---

Temperature（℃）

≤130

≤90

Permeability（10μm）

≥18

>40

Favorable factors

≥3
≥10
Limestone、
Sandstone
sandstone
Low clay content

Unfavorable factors

Fractures, bottom water

Lithology

production period, improve oil

Volume 27

Optimal
conditions
＜6000

Porosity（%）

steam inject volume, prolong
recovery, and reduce production cost.

Viscosity（mPa.s）*

Suitable
conditions
＜1000000

Screening items

Others
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2. EVP Technical Advantages
l Wide Application, Good Customization Capability
EVP can be adapted to all types of crude oil, various development approaches, and
reservoirs in different development stages. It can further exploit the remaining crude
oil which can not be exploited successfully by surfactant flooding and polymer
flooding.
EVP components can be regulated in accordance with reservoir characteristics.
Junlun can customize various EVP products to suit the activity and viscosity of
reservoir.
l Significantly Enhance Oil Recovery
EVP flooding can both greatly improve flushing efficiency and expand swept volume
to dramatically improve oil recovery. The total recovery of EVP flooding can be
respectively increased by over 30% and 10% compared with water flooding and
conventional polymer flooding at the same cost.
3/1/2018
2018-3-1
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l High Salt Tolerance, Thermal Stability, Biodegradation Resistance, Oxidation Resistance and Shearing
Resistance Capabilities
EVP solution could be prepared by various water resources, such as salt water with high salinity(TDS
250,000ppm), seawater, as well as the treated sewage in oil production, which can reduce the chemical
preparation cost.
Salinity: TDS 250,000 ppm Temp.: >120℃ heat stability: aging for 180 days at 120℃, stable performance
l Production Liquid Easy to Be Demulsified, and Produced Fluid Sewage Easy to Be Treated
Oil and water are easy to be separated without increasing the cost of demulsification. The produced
sewage could be injected again or used for EVP solution preparation. The produced fluid from ASP
flooding is emulsified severely and oil/water can be difficult to be separated. The costs of demulsification
and sewage treatment are much higher than EVP flooding.
l Scale-free
EVP will neither scale in wellbore and formation, nor block the reservoir pores, thus not reduce the
injection capability and fluid production capacity of reservoir. Downhole tools are not to be scaled, which
results in longer pump inspection period, less oil well maintenance workload, and lower management
costs.
l Simple Chemical Preparation Process, Simple Injection Facilities and Process, Easy to Operate and
Manage
ASP preparation and injection need lots of tanks to store Alkali, Surfactant and Polymer, and the strong
alkali will corrode tanks, pipelines and injection facilities; EVP is a sole chemical agent, only needing a
set of facility for its preparation and injection. So its costs for facilities purchase, operation and
maintenance are lower than ASP(or AS) system.
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l EVP has formed 5 sets of perfect process technology system, including injection-production

, oil and water separation, sewage treatment , sewage re-injection process technology.EVP
meets the requirements of large-scale applications.
EVP injection distribution system chart
ejector

tensimeter

wet
Material
storage

bunker

reducer
casing

curing tank

storage
bin

centrifugal
fan

Polymer
filter

flowmeter

inlet point

fresh
water

screw
pump

Polymer injection pump unit (or antiswelling agent
pump)

dilute tank
dilute tank

injection
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3. Heavy oil exploration Example
------He 4 Block of Zhongyuan oilfield,Sinopec
Oil-bearing area: 0.195 km2
Effective thickness: 8.03m
Geological reserves: 197,713 tons
Well spacing: 100m
Viscosity: 238.1-302.7 mPa.s at 50℃，1183 mPa.s at reservoir temperature
Density: 0.9187-0.9225 g/cm3
Parameters

Before EVP Flooding

After EVP Flooding

Single Well Production (m³/d)

0.1-0.5

6.29-12.58

Daily Block Production
（m³/d）

8

Recovery Ratio （%）

5-10±

Maximum 52.0
General 28.0 -30.0
＞40%

Before EVP injection, the monthly oil production was 373.59 m 3 ; after EVP injection(from
August 20, 2011), it reached the peak production of 1080 m3 in October, 2011. Since then, it long
maintained at 800-900 m3. As of the end of 2012, the cumulative oil production was 9183.1 m3,
increased oil production was 108.7 m3 by EVP per ton.

Volume 27
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3. Heavy oil exploration Example
------Huan 60--35-353 well of Liaohe oilfield,CNPC
Lithology：sandstone, Crude viscosity at reservoir temperature：651702mPa·s at 30.3℃,
Density：0.984g/cm3 at 20℃；
Colloid+asphaltene content: 31.2% ； Wax：5.3%
Oil Layer Data Sheet of HUAN 60-35-353 Perforation Interval
No.
16

Perforated interval
Thickness Porosity Permeability Oil Saturation
（m）
Shale Content %
（m） （%） （10-3µm²）
（%）
Top Depth Bottom Depth
722.6
726.6
4
21.4
436.4
54.2
1.7

17

727.1

728.3

1.2

25.7

833.8

37.3

2.1

19

730.6

738.1

7.5

23.4

691.1

56.4

1.6

Conclusion
Heavy Oil layer
Heavy Oil layer
Heavy Oil layer

Comparison table of main indicators of each cycle（Production increased significantly）
Process
Comparion

Volume 27

EVP Injection
Parameters

Production situation
Oil/gas
ratio

Steam Inj.
vol.(t)

Steam Inj.
Intensity
（t/m）

Production
days

Oil
Production
（t）

Water Yield
（m3）

I cycle Steam
stimulation

1210

95.3

57

117.1

380.8

0.097

II cycle Steam
stimulation

1344

105.8

179

184.6

702.4

0.137

Solution
vol.(m3）

EVP
volume
(t)

Steam Injection
Parameters

I cycle Steam+EVP
stimulation

516.7

1.219

1030

81.1

193

315.4

600.5

0.306

II cycle Steam+EVP
stimulation

417.1

0.914

1556

122.5

97（on
producing）

407.5

705.4

0.262
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3. Heavy oil exploration Example
------Huan 60--35-353 well of Liaohe oilfield,CNPC
Obviously, the main production indicators of steam stimulation in 1st and 2nd cycle were not good, the oil/gas ratio and water
recovery rate were low, which result in a large amount of condensed water detented in the reservoir, also this will significantly
reduce the thermal efficiency and stimulation effect in the follow-up period.
In I cycle Steam+EVP stimulation, EVP solution was injected for 516.7m3 with usage EVP powder for 1.219 tons. The
accumulated production period of this cycle was 193 days. The accumulated oil production was 315.4 tons, if deduct 154.6
tons that is the effect of steam injection, the increased oil volume of EVP is 160.8 tons, that is 131.9 tons crude increased by
EVP per ton. The economic benefit improved significantly.
In II cycle Steam+EVP stimulation, Based on a comprehensive study of the reservoir, EVP solution was injected for 417.1m3
with usage EVP powder for 0.914 tons. The accumulated production period of this cycle is 97 days(still on producing now).
The accumulated oil production was 407.5 tons, if deduct 233.6 tons that is the effect of steam injection, the increased oil
volume of EVP is 173.9 tons umder the condition that the cycle evaluation has not ended, that is 190.3 tons crude increased by
EVP per ton.The economic benefit continued to improve.

Conclusion: The Steam+EVP stimulation technology has a strong displacement capability, EVP can strongly strip,
viscosity break, emulsify the crude oil in the super-heavy oil reservoirs horizontally and vertically, which can greatly improve
the stimullation effect, significantly increase the oil production and prolong the production cycle, the tons cost of the crude oil
is significantly reduced.
Daily oil production
I cycle Steam
stimulation

Volume 27

Daily oil production curves of each production cycle
Daily oil production
II cycle Steam
stimulation

Daily oil production
I cycle Steam+EVP
stimulation

Daily oil production
II cycle Steam+EVP
stimulation
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4. Conventional oil tertiary process example
-----Daqing Oil Field of CNPC
Unit SI4+5b
Items

Pilot Area

Central Well

Area (km2)

0.089

0.022

No. of well

13(9+4)

1

106

106

23.88

4.16

Well distance (m)
Pore volume (* 104 m3 )

Well Location in Pilot Area
Crude Oil Density: 0.8674 g/cm3
Crude Oil Viscosity: 25 mPa.s

Volume 27

Unit SI1

Note:
1.Second and third type of layers of Daqing Oilfield refer
to those which have lower permeability and more
difference of individual zones than the first type of layer.
2. Between 1999 - May of 2005, cumulative water
injection was 2.216PV, cumulative oil production was 735
tons, periodical oil recovery is 3.8%, the water cut for
center well was 98%.
3. Starting from Nov 2005, EVP chemical flooding was
introduced and produced exceptional result.
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4. Conventional oil tertiary process example
For second and third type
of layers of Sa I, EVP
injection led in more
production and lower
water cut under the limit
water content.

Center Well Production Curve

Volume 27

In the west part of central
section, water cut of center well
is 100% before test. After 19month test, WC decreased to
87.9%, daily oil production
increased from 0 to 7.4t/d,
period recovery factor increased
by 7.86%.
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INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION
RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN INVESTIGATORS PAUL GRAINGER AND
TIM FOX OF THE INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION AND
5

SUSAN SCHILLER AT WAGGA WAGGA CIVIC CENTRE ON 31 OCTOBER 2018
TIME:

2.52PM

PRESENT:

INVESTIGATOR PAUL GRAINGER
INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX
SUSAN SCHILLER

GRAINGER:

This is an electronic record of interview between Paul Grainger and
Susan Schiller at the Wagga Wagga Civic Centre. Today is Wednesday
the 31st of October 2018. The time now is 2.52pm, by my watch. Other
than myself, there are two people present, and for voice identification, I'll
ask them to state their full name, starting with you, Susan.

SCHILLER:

Susan Schiller.

GRAINGER:

Susan, could you spell your surname for me, please.

SCHILLER:

S-C-H-I-L-L-E-R.

GRAINGER:

Thank you. And, Tim?

FOX:

Tim Fox.

GRAINGER:

Susan, have you given consent to have your voice recorded today?

SCHILLER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Susan, as I've informed you, the Commission is, is undertaken an
investigation into Mr Maguire. And the broad terms of our investigation
are this. We're conducting, conducting an investigation into an
allegation, that since 2012 Mr Daryl Maguire the former member for
Wagga Wagga, engaged in conduct that involved a breach of public trust,
by using his public office, including his duties, whilst a member of the
New South Wales Parliament, and the use of Parliamentary resources to
improperly gain and benefit for himself, a company known as G8way
International, and any associated persons. Do you understand that?

SCHILLER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Yes, OK. Susan, can I have you full name, please.

SCHILLER:

Susan Jane Schiller.

GRAINGER:

Your date of birth?
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SCHILLER:
GRAINGER:

Uh, your best contact number?

SCHILLER:
GRAINGER:
5

And email address, if you have one.

SCHILLER:
GRAINGER:

OK. And your residential address.

SCHILLER:

10

GRAINGER:

Thank you. Do you mind if I call you, Sue?

SCHILLER:

Yes, please do.

GRAINGER:

OK. Sue, uh, I ask you this Jurat onto the record, please.

SCHILLER:

This statement made by me accurately sets out the evidence which I
would be prepared, if necessary, to give in court as a witness. This
statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief, and I make it
knowing that if it is tendered in evidence I shall be liable for prosecution
if I have wilfully stated in it, anything which I know to be false or do not
believe to be true. I am 43 years of age, 44 years of age, 43.

GRAINGER:

40- 44 years of age?

SCHILLER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

That's OK. Um, Sue, I'll just adopt some of the things I told you
beforehand onto the record. This is, this interview is a voluntary process,
you do not have to take part. You may leave at any time, and you may
refuse to answer any question that either Tim or I ask of you, the
Commission is not exercising a coercive power at this time. Do you
understand that?

SCHILLER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

During the interview, Tim and I will ask you a series of questions, and
we may show you some documents. Again, you're under no obligation to
answer those. The interview will, interview will form part of the
Commission's investigation holdings for this matter. It may be used in
evidence, and evidence refers to, as I discussed with you before, the
Commission's processes, be it a public enquiry, a public report, whatever
the Commission chooses to do. A criminal prosecution that may arise
from the Commission's investigation, or if you were a member of the
public sector, a disciplinary proceeding stemming from our investigation.
Do you understand each of those?

SCHILLER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. Now, as I said to you before, we understand that you have a long
association with Mr Maguire working in his electorate office. And there
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may be considerable loyalty to, to him, may be considerable loyalty to
him. However, I need to advise you that the allegations under
investigation are serious ones, and with that in mind, please be advised,
that pursuant to the Independent Commission Against Corruption Act, it
is a criminal offence to pr-, deliber- , deliberately provide false of
misleading information to an officer of the Commission, exercising their
functions under the Act. Any information you provide in this interview,
needs to be true and correct to the best of knowledge and believe. Do
you understand that?

5
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SCHILLER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And so there is no misunderstanding, both Tim and I are officers of the
Commission and this interview is one of our functions under the act, so
you have to tell us the truth. Do you have any questions, at this point of
time?

SCHILLER:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK. Now, I'll just acknowledge that, prior to the interview being
commenced on recording, you indicated to us you, um, your recollection
of certain events may be not full, and you may not have given things
certain consideration, that in hindsight you should have, so we accept.
OK. Sue, when did you start working in Daryl's office?

SCHILLER:

Around 2010.

GRAINGER:

And did you, how did that come about?

SCHILLER:

I've know Daryl since I was a participant in the Miss Wagga Quest, when
I first moved back to Wagga. I was a prize winner, and he had the
franchise, the Harvey Norman Electrical franchise, and we met because I
had a $1000.00 voucher or something to spend there. I then saw him
again over the following years, I was always on the Relay For Life
committee for the Cancer Council and he used to come and give opening
addresses, or closing addresses, his wife was always on the barbeque, the
South Wagga Lions always perform there. And sometimes he would and,
and lap during the day as well, and then we spent more time together
during the fundraising campaign for the radiotherapy centre, we raised 3
million dollars for the building which I assume was instrumental on that
'cause Daryl was the Member, at the time, he set up the fundraising
committee, and raised 3 million dollars in 15, 18 months. So, I was a
nurse at that time too, at the Wagga Base Hospital, and Daryl, we were
fighting to get a hospital, he used to ask me for comment on conditions
up there, from time to time, when he was making his, private members'
statements, I guess they were to-

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

SCHILLER:

-try and get money for the hospital.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. So, you, you knew you beforehand, and he asked you to come and
work in the office.
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SCHILLER:

He asked me to come, he kept leaving messages on my answering
machine to come in, and I finally did, and I think I was the new one in
the office-

GRAINGER:

OK.

SCHILLER:

-by 22 years, or something like that, it was a job share arrangement. It
was quite strong administrative, which hadn't been my skill set at that
time, but the electorate work was very good.

GRAINGER:

So, who were you job sharing with?

SCHILLER:

Paula Spencer.

GRAINGER:

OK. And were you and EO1 or and EO2?

SCHILLER:

An EO1.

GRAINGER:

EO1, OK. And how long did you work there for, in a job share type
arrangement.

SCHILLER:

Yes, probably five years.

GRAINGER:

And so you left in roughly 2015?

SCHILLER:

At about the end of 2015.

GRAINGER:

OK. And then did you come back from time to time?

SCHILLER:

I didn't, I had a gap away of probably, we had a very busy business, and I
had five children. Possibly 18 months before there was changes in the
office, I can't exactly recall if it was Margaret Pulver retiring and, or,
Adriana leaving, there was something happened on short notice, and they
needed someone to come in on cover. And so I came in cover, and I was
in different roles then, there was still only the two positions, the EO1 and
the EO2, and so I would then start to fill in EO2 role when vacancies
came up, probably really only 10 to a dozen days a year, or so, if that.

GRAINGER:

Was, that's funded through ATS?

SCHILLER:

Oh, I, I couldn't actually tell you, I wouldn't of thought so, I know I had
to reactivate, like, my email account and things like that, which was
arduous. And because I was only ever in for a couple of days, I just
slotted into whoever's role I was doing, did their work, and then left.

GRAINGER:

OK.

SCHILLER:

I couldn’t exactly tell you.

GRAINGER:

So, you just worked from time to time as required by the electorate office
staff.

SCHILLER:

Yes, yes.

GRAINGER:

And who would ring you and ask you to come to work?
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SCHILLER:

Either, probably Brenda, mainly, we had formed a, a good close
relationship when we were there. Daryl really left the running of the
staff, to the staff, he didn't mind who was where, as long as the work got
done.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FOX:

So, that period of covering would have been around 2017, so if you
finished your job-sharing arrangement in 2015 end of.

SCHILLER:

Yes.

FOX:

Then you had about 18 months away completely, so some time in 2017
you came back-

SCHILLER:

I would say so.

FOX:

- and did a few days from thereon in.

SCHILLER:

Yes.

FOX:

OK.

SCHILLER:

Maybe 16.

FOX:

Maybe 16 onwards.

SCHILLER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Was Daryl's involvement with Harvey Norman that he was here the
franchisee here in Wagga?

SCHILLER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Were they a sponsor of the Miss Wagga Quest?

SCHILLER:

I couldn't tell you.

GRAINGER:

OK.

SCHILLER:

This was about '93-

GRAINGER:

OK.

SCHILLER:

-or something like that. I think he was in charge of the Chamber of
Commerce, or something.

GRAINGER:

At some point in time.

SCHILLER:

At some point.

GRAINGER:

Now, how would you describe your relationship with Daryl, close,
friends, socialise, what- where- what would you describe it as?

SCHILLER:

We didn't socialise apart from probably community work. People always
want something with the local member, when they see them out, and I
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was probably a safe person to see. Even in office we didn't, he was quite
compartmentalised, as long the job got done, he didn't really mind how it
got done, I guess. So, we had those interactions, but we didn't go for a
drink after work or5

10

GRAINGER:

OK.

SCHILLER:

-something.

GRAINGER:

You've been to his house?

SCHILLER:

I've been to his house.

GRAINGER:

It's just recently, or-

SCHILLER:

Recently, yes. We've-

GRAINGER:

Was that his resignation function-

SCHILLER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

-that was on the Saturday night, was it?

SCHILLER:

On that Saturday night after- I had picked our- we have excavators and
things like that and Daryl has used a-

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

SCHILLER:

-mini excavator we've got for work on the farm, previously. So, I have
either dropped that off, or picked that up, but I haven't been inside the
house-

GRAINGER:

OK.

SCHILLER:

-until that night.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, that, just the night in question, who, who actually went to the,
the, the send off.

SCHILLER:

It was all the current staff, I don't even think Margaret Pulver was there
that first night, and mainly it was a, a shock, I guess-

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

SCHILLER:

-other girls were quite gutted, young Sarah had been in Sydney, and we
very, very worried about Daryl.

GRAINGER:

OK. As in emotionally and mentally for Daryl?

SCHILLER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK.

SCHILLER:

This was not a role we had seen him in.
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GRAINGER:

All right, what I'll- I might do, I'll come back to that in a little bit. I'm
just gunna run through some names, and just to see if you actually know
these names or not that's all. Phillip Elliott?

SCHILLER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

How do you know Phil?

SCHILLER:

He's been Daryl's campaign manager, he would pop into the office from
time to time, but I don't actually even know where Phillip works.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you know if Daryl and Phil have a business arrangement
together?

SCHILLER:

I would of thought they were friends, I'm not sure to what extent,
whether that crossed over or not.

GRAINGER:

Have you heard of a company called G8way International?

SCHILLER:

No.

GRAINGER:

Have you heard of Lydia Zhang?

SCHILLER:

Lydia? We had, if she's to do with the Asia Pacific Friendship Group, we
had very little to with it. I, I couldn't there's no image or anything that
comes to mind-

GRAINGER:

OK.

SCHILLER:

-when you say that name.

GRAINGER:

And now you've mentioned the Asia Pacific Friendship Group, we'll justmight just deal with that, and I'll come back to the names-

SCHILLER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

-what do you know about it?

SCHILLER:

I, I knew, I think Daryl was Chairman of it, I thought it was a
parliamentary position, like, they put him in it, was my understanding of
it. We really didn't deal with much in the Wagga electorate office, it was
done mainly through Sydney, thought the Sydney girls and what not.
And apart the time that Humphrey and Maggie came to Wagga for the
trade centre they were looking at, in the bottom end of Copland Street
they actually came into the office one day when we were there I- we
really had not contact, we had no direct contact or anything like that with
them.

GRAINGER:

So, the, the, you said the girls in Sydney managed the APFG
commitments, who are they?

SCHILLER:

Becky Cartwright, Rebecca, I think Nicole Hatton worked there, she was
unwell for a while, and then she certainly moved on to work for a
Minister, elsewhere.
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GRAINGER:

Gabrielle Upton, I think it was.

SCHILLER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, the APFG, was it only parliamentarians that were members to
your knowledge?

SCHILLER:

Oh, I don't know.

GRAINGER:

OK.

SCHILLER:

My main concern would be names being spelt correctly, if that, and, and
we really didn't deal with it.

GRAINGER:

OK. Now you mentioned the, the Trade Centre in, in Copeland Street is
it?

SCHILLER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Copland Street.

SCHILLER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

What was that about?

SCHILLER:

Oh, I don't really know. I - it was all over the paper and council here, we
had we didn't pay that much attention to it, we knew Daryl was in favour
it, it sounded like a, a big centre that would of created probably economic
stimulus for the area, but we also had a son who playing state soccer and
we were at Bateau Bay at similar time, and they were full of talk down
there that a similar company had come in promising similar things, and
assured us that it would never go ahead.

GRAINGER:

OK.

SCHILLER:

So, we possibly didn't pay it that much attention.

GRAINGER:

Attention. And you said that, at- there was Humphrey, and Maggie, who
are those people?

SCHILLER:

Well, they to Wagga at that time, is all-

GRAINGER:

OK.

SCHILLER:

-is all I can say. Maggie-

GRAINGER:

Do you know last names?

SCHILLER:

If you said them, I might recall them.

GRAINGER:

Would Humphrey be Humphrey Xu, X-U?

SCHILLER:

Maybe.

GRAINGER:

OK. And Maggie, Maggie Wang?
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SCHILLER:

Maggie Wang, with the umbrella, maybe.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, right, but you're not certain.

SCHILLER:

I couldn't sign a statutory declaration saying that-

GRAINGER:

(UNDECIPHERABLE)

SCHILLER:

-I'm sorry.

GRAINGER:

Oh, so, the, let's put Humphrey to one side, what, what do you know
about Maggie, anything?

SCHILLER:

Very little, apart from she was very little and had a lovely umbrella,
when she visited the electorate office.

GRAINGER:

And she came with Humphrey, did she?

SCHILLER:

They were in the foyer of the electorate office together at that time, but
we, we, I think we stood at our desk, we said hello and they gone, there
was really very little interaction at all.

GRAINGER:

Were they meeting with Daryl were they?

SCHILLER:

Well, they get-did they come with Daryl, did they come with Council,
I'm not sure, I can't recall-

GRAINGER:

OK.

SCHILLER:

-why they were there.

GRAINGER:

The name mentioned before to you, Lydia Zhang, the records that we
have, indicate the Lydia was involved with Humphrey-

SCHILLER:

OK.

GRAINGER:

-and Maggie is a different person, is, is it possible you have them
confused?

SCHILLER:

Um, yes, yes it is.

GRAINGER:

Maggie is someone who lives in Sydney, and is a friend of Daryl's.

SCHILLER:

OK.

GRAINGER:

I'm, telling this trying to prompt the memory (UNDECIPHERABLE)

SCHILLER:

Yes, and I'm sorry.

GRAINGER:

And, and Lydia and Humphrey were people involved in the proposal for
the trade centre-

SCHILLER:

OK.

GRAINGER:

-with the Council.
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SCHILLER:

Yes, yes.

GRAINGER:

So, I'm not sure about it that assists you in any way at all.

SCHILLER:

And again, it wasn't information that I stored, I probably saw that whole
situation as being part of Daryl's role, as Chairman of the Asia Pacific
Friendship Group, or in a parliamentary role, so I never, I never flagged
any of it-

GRAINGER:

OK.

SCHILLER:

-as-

GRAINGER:

And look, you may be correct that- sorry, that Maggie did come, but I
that'-

SCHILLER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

-that's just not sort of consistent-

SCHILLER:

May contradict what you've previously heard.

GRAINGER:

-consistent with what we understand-

SCHILLER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

-and I will look to see whether actually, she was involved.

SCHILLER:

Sorry.

GRAINGER:

That's- no problems at all, it's good to know. Just going back to the
names, have you heard of a name Joe Alha.

SCHILLER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

What do you know Joe as?

SCHILLER:

Was he a Sydney based person too?

GRAINGER:

Yeah, yeah.

SCHILLER:

OK.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, yeah.

SCHILLER:

OK.

GRAINGER:

He's a developer.

SCHILLER:

Yes. Oh, very scant, I'm just aware - maybe it was a phone message that
Joe Alah or something.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. Jimmy Liu -U-W-E, United World Enterprises.
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SCHILLER:

Oh, like, not that I've retained.

GRAINGER:

OK. Some of these may be not relevant to when you were there, but I'll
the names, see what you recall. Tim Lakos, like, Chinese country,
company called, Country Garden.

SCHILLER:

Country Garden, whether - they were involved with the trade centre,
where they?

GRAINGER:

Oh –

SCHILLER:

Sorry. Yeah. And -

GRAINGER:

- that would be –

SCHILLER:

-and, I'm speculating, no-one

GRAINGER:

That would be news to me as well.

SCHILLER:

Yes, OK. Sorry, sorry, I don't want to create you extra work-

GRAINGER:

No.

SCHILLER:

-I don't have a recall for it.

FOX:

They were the company that was involved in the evidence that he gave at
the Commission recently.

SCHILLER:

OK. OK. Sorry I got it confused then.

GRAINGER:

Maybe, yeah, yeah. Louise Waterhouse? No. William Leuong?

SCHILLER:

Not specifically.

GRAINGER:

He's a bit of a property developer type jack of all trades-

SCHILLER:

OK.

GRAINGER:

-person from Sydney, yeah, yeah. Nisin, Nisin Sunito?

SCHILLER:

No.

GRAINGER:

And you would know Alan Eldridge.

SCHILLER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

What was his relationship with Daryl?

SCHILLER:

I never really saw them together, being a Wagga person, I saw Alan,
probably - mainly at the Murrumbidgee Turf Club night they have
annually. I can't recall ever really seeing Alan and Daryl-

GRAINGER:

OK.

SCHILLER:

- together.
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GRAINGER:

All right. OK. We've dealt with the APFG, and I think we've probably
dealt with as much as you know about it. Did you know someone by the
name of Patricia Broderick?

SCHILLER:

Yes. You'd have to refresh me what her role is, but I'm familiar with her
name.

GRAINGER:

Are you familiar with her as something to do with the APFG, is that the
case?

SCHILLER:

Maybe.

GRAINGER:

OK. With, from, from time to time, Daryl would travel overseas. What
do you understand- overseas to China and Asian countries, and the
Pacific, during your time in the electorate office, what did you
understand that those trips were for?

SCHILLER:

We possibly really didn't go into it again under the realm of his position,
and Parliament being involved. With my history with Daryl, like, this
was a man who- I don't even think he's lost a point, you know, never had
a speeding fine, he was punctual everywhere he went. He brought raffle
tickets, he had an open door policy at the office, like, it was rarely close,
I really didn't flag any of his tripping as being anything of concern, or -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

SCHILLER:

-or possibly relieved we could catch up on work.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, was it the view in the office, or - I'll rephrase that. Was it your
view, from what you know, or knew that the trips Daryl took overseas
were linked to his duties as both a Member of Parliament, and a member
of the APFG?

SCHILLER:

I would of just put them in the category, there was nothing flagged for
me there. And if he went in his own time, or holidays, or whatnot, I
didn't - my role in the office was that, I didn't have to be across it.

GRAINGER:

OK. Did, did Daryl have a strong interest with China?

SCHILLER:

I, I would say, yes, just from his travel and whatnot.

GRAINGER:

And did you ever discuss with him about his trips to China?

SCHILLER:

Not to the extent of what he did day to day, or - he was always talking
about products or their ability to produce, but not - the same I probably
tune out a little bit when my husband speaks about equipment and things
like that. I just understood that was his interest and gave that sort of
amount of attention.

GRAINGER:

Smiled and waved. Yeah. OK. With, do you recall the times when you
were in the office of- and Daryl he'd come back from a trip to China,
there being discussion about potential deals or things that he could
achieve and things like that?
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SCHILLER:

Not really, no. It just, it- we didn't have those sort of discussions in
there, we were a very busy office, and 'cause we were all in job share you
were just working to get your job done.

GRAINGER:

OK. Now, I'm just curious, you said that when he came back to assist,
you came back into the EO2 role.

SCHILLER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Was there a substantive EO1 there, at the time?

SCHILLER:

I was trying the change-over in staff of who was there in that role.
Meagan, oh, Alex, Alex, I think I job share with Alex, probably.

GRAINGER:

OK.

SCHILLER:

She may have been the EO1, then.

GRAINGER:

So, when you came in as EO2, which you said you'd do on occasions hen
someone had on leave-

SCHILLER:

In the latter time, I filled in-

GRAINGER:

Yes, yeah yep.

SCHILLER:

-for Brenda, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. Was there an EO1, then?

SCHILLER:

Megan.

GRAINGER:

OK. The, the normal course of events would be they put the EO1 into
the EO2 role.

SCHILLER:

Possibly because of my skill set, I guess. Or 'cause I had been there
longer. Meagan and I hadn't worked that much together, and they, the things had changed in the office after Margaret Pulver resigned anyway,
just with their, according to the skill set of the ladies there, with regards
to their duties and whatnot, Margaret Pulver had always done the LSA,
that wasn't something that Brenda was particularly interested in doing, so
that went to, I believe -

GRAINGER:

Meagan?

SCHILLER:

- Meagan, maybe Adriana, then Meagan. So, that was taken away from
the EO2 role, there was just a couple of role changes, which meant that -

GRAINGER:

OK.

SCHILLER:

-I could do that - the functions of that role.

GRAINGER:

OK. All right. Just bear with me, I have to consult something here on
my phone. Something I have to ask you about there's- I've only got it
here, I'm sorry. Do you recall ever hearing a reference to an organisation
called the Shenzen Asia Pacific Commercial Development Association.
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SCHILLER:

Not specifically.

GRAINGER:

The acronym is SAPCDA.

SCHILLER:

SAPCDA, not that instantly comes to mind.

GRAINGER:

OK. Were you involved in the preparation of Daryl returns and all, his
parliamentary returns of that type of thing?

SCHILLER:

The, the office returns, yes -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

SCHILLER:

-but not Daryl's personal parliamentary returns-

GRAINGER:

OK. So, the-

SCHILLER:

-as far as finding an number on an item, and making it's there to go back
to Parliament.

GRAINGER:

Oh, as in, as in the, the equipment and assets-

SCHILLER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- that type-

SCHILLER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

-of thing. OK. OK. Just bear with me for second, Susan. I just going to
discuss with you - do you recall in 2017, in about April, Daryl went on a
overseas trip to a number of the Pacific Island countries?

SCHILLER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And I think they were Vanuatu, Fiji, Samoa, Tonga, that's it, I think.
What do you recall about that?

SCHILLER:

The itinerary was done in the office was that - Adriana was doing the
itinerary.

GRAINGER:

OK. Was that something that was usual that they would -

SCHILLER:

No.

GRAINGER:

- someone would do that?

SCHILLER:

Previously, it was either handled in Sydney or through, I guess the travel
agents for Parliament. Adriana is a gorgeous intelligent girl of
exceptional skill, who could do that job with 10 per cent of her ability.
And so, she was asked to do that, and she loved a challenge, so she took
that role on, was my understanding of it. My cousin used to manage a
flight centre, and I had concerns that she was taking on that role, purely
because flying in, flying out, if things changed, or visas or whatnot. But
there's - Adriana is certainly a very capable girl, and she took that role
on.
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GRAINGER:

OK. So, asked her to do that?

SCHILLER:

I imagine, Daryl.

GRAINGER:

And did you have an involvement with, not so much organising the
flights and the accommodation, that type of thing, with the other logistics
for that trip?

SCHILLER:

I don't know what other logistics there would have been, I must have
done a couple of days in the office, when that was being organised, for
me to be across that it was done that way.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you know who travelled with Daryl, on that trip?

SCHILLER:

No.

GRAINGER:

Did you discuss with Adriana about what she doing, and who she was
booking, and-

SCHILLER:

Oh, not to any memorable extent, I possibly just coming from small
business, one of my favourite things about Parliament is you pick up a
phone, and someone's there to assist you, whether that's HR or getting a
trade in, or ITS, or - so I possibly just encouraged her to use the resources
that Parliament provided.

GRAINGER:

With that trip, did form a view of what the actual trip was for?

SCHILLER:

No.

GRAINGER:

Did you believe it was a APFG trip?

SCHILLER:

Um, yes, I possibly assumed.

GRAINGER:

And did, and did you recall having any discussions with Adra- Adriana
about the purpose of the trip?

SCHILLER:

No.

GRAINGER:

There's an email here, though, I'll just show you, and its- so as part of the
Commission's investigation, we've gathered emails and things like that.
And this is one from you-

SCHILLER:

OK.

GRAINGER:

-to the CEO of the Samoan Chamber of Commerce.

SCHILLER:

OK.

GRAINGER:

I'll show it- it is an email dated the 13th of April 2017, and it's, the time
is 12.28 and 12 seconds. And it's been sent from the electorate office
account to the CEO and, and carboned into Daryl, feel free to read and
scroll down as you need to.

SCHILLER:

OK. Yeah, that's me. Oh, yes. OK.
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GRAINGER:

OK. Is that- do you recall that now?

SCHILLER:

Oh, it, like, that's definitely an email that I have sent. That sounds like I
have had interaction with Adriana, that I've sent it for her, maybe she's
busy changing- it sounds like there's a change somewhere-

GRAINGER:

Somewhere-

SCHILLER:

-so, maybe she's changing flights, or something like that-

GRAINGER:

OK.

SCHILLER:

-and I've sent that off.

GRAINGER:

All right. So, you, you see the, the wording in the email, and the, the
heading is, Meeting Daryl Maguire MP.

SCHILLER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And then we talk about in the, the bulk of the email, “Please accept this
confirmation, Mr Daryl Maguire, Member of the New South Wales
Parliament, New South Wales Parliament, Australia, for the meeting on
the 9th, Saturday morning”. So, when this email was sent there's rifreference to Mr Maguire's official functions as the Member of Parliament
and-

SCHILLER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

-and being and MP. Was that something that's done as a matter of
course, if any email is sent out on behalf of Mr Maguire, it is Daryl
Maguire, Member of- for Wagga?

SCHILLER:

If you're in that role in the Electorate Office, then you're doing work for
Daryl Maguire.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, the, the wording of this is something that is done all the time,
the references to his position, when an email is sent, is that-

SCHILLER:

His letter, it- usually it's on letterhead, I guess, and it's signed on the
bottom, so that would say-

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

SCHILLER:

-that's it's Daryl Maguire, Member for Wagga.

GRAINGER:

So, the, the- what I'm trying to get, the words here, is this something that
Daryl said to put in the email, or is it something that is just done by the
Electoral Officer as a matter of course?

SCHILLER:

I think I've just put detail in there so it can be tracked, I don't actually
remember having a discussion with Daryl about it.

GRAINGER:

He was cop- he was copied into the email so, yeah.

SCHILLER:

Which would be standard.
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GRAINGER:

Do you recall talking to Adriana about the purpose of this meeting?

SCHILLER:

No, and it-again- apart from my concerns of her dealing with the itinerary
itself, and that was more from a logistic point of view, rather than any
legality. But no, I don't recall having anything other than being two of us
in the office that day getting the work done. And because it's with the
Chamber of Commerce they probably gave it validity, it never occurred
to me that it could be anything but.

GRAINGER:

Was there any concern as to why members of the, the Electorate Office
were actually organising the flights and the accommodation and these
meetings?

SCHILLER:

Again, as I referenced earlier, previously, it probably wasn't done, I
would have concerns if I was in charge of that. Just from skill set, as I've
said, Adriana is very capable, good girl. I would think she saw it as a
challenge, something that she could do and she took that on.

GRAINGER:

Not so more from their capacity to do it, but the propriety of doing it, is
more the question I have. Is it-

SCHILLER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

-the right thing we should be doing?

SCHILLER:

And I, I've never gave that element-

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

SCHILLER:

-of things, a second thought at that stage, as I said, with our history, I
never, it never occurred to me that it would -

GRAINGER:

OK.

SCHILLER:

-be anything untoward.

25

GRAINGER:

So, was it the general view in the office and I can only explore from your
understanding of the view in the office, and your understanding of the
process, so that if Daryl, Daryl have asked something to be done, then it
was done. Is that pretty much it? And if he was- if Daryl's asking, then
it must be OK.

30

SCHILLER:

Yes. Which was possibly trust that had been built up over a lot of years,
in our example. We hadn't seen anything to say that wasn't the case.

GRAINGER:

OK. All right.

FOX:

And the content of that email indicates that, that trip is, as- he's going on
as part of his parliamentary functions.

SCHILLER:

I would- again, I've possibly just assumed as part of-

FOX:

Yeah.
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SCHILLER:

-the course of the, getting the work off the desk, for the day, nothing
about that flagged.

FOX:

Yeah. Ex- exactly, so it's not, the other viewpoint would be, well he's
gone on holiday. Well, he- he's not going on holiday if he's gunna meet
the shame- someone from the Chamber of Commerce.

SCHILLER:

It's not a holiday I would chose.

FOX:

Yeah, so it's:- exactly, nor, nor me. But, so, from what you understood
from Adriana and that you helped type that, you would- was your- your
mindset was –This is something to do with him going as a Member of
Parliament slash APFG?

SCHILLER:

Yes, I guess it is.

FOX:

Yeah. Did that take a fair amount of time for Adriana to juggle all this,
and I know you only there some of the days, but-

SCHILLER:

I would say so- possibly, she was a very capable girl.

FOX:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Right, at this point, I got nothing further to ask you, Sue, do you have
anything- Tim, do you want to raise?

FOX:

No.

GRAINGER:

That's all I wanted to talk to you about. Thank you for coming and
seeing, and I appreciate it's a busy for you now. The- this is a active an
ongoing Commission investigation, and there's certain seakish-secretive,
secrecy provisions, that relate to that.

SCHILLER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, I want to ask you, do not discuss what we've discussed today, with
anyone, without the prior approval of the Commission.

SCHILLER:

Happily.

GRAINGER:

In closing, do you have any complaints about the way Tim and I have
conducted ourselves today?

SCHILLER:

No. I'm sad that you've- have to do this with your time.

GRAINGER:

Have the answers you have given today been of your of your own free
will?

SCHILLER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Have, have, has anyone held out any threat or promise, or inducement to
you, to take part in the interview today?

SCHILLER:

No.
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GRAINGER:

Or to give the answers you have given.

SCHILLER:

No.

GRAINGER:

So, again, thank you for your time, the interview is now concluded. It is
3.28pm.
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RE: Meeting with Daryl Maguire MP
From:
To:
Cc:
Date:

ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga <electorateoffice.waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
CEO SamoaChamber <ceo@samoachamber.ws>
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Thu, 13 Apr 2017 12:28:12 +1000

Good Afternoon,
Please accept this as confirmation from Mr Daryl Maguire Member of NSW Parliament Australia
for the meeting 9am Saturday Morning
Time and date: 9am Saturday 15 April 2017
Location:

1st Floor, Sanalele Complex,
Saleufi

Attending:

Hobart Va’ai
CEO Samoa Chamber of Commerce and Industry

We sincerely appreciate your time and assistance with this matter.
Kind regards
Sue Schiller
Electorate Officer for
DARYL MAGUIRE MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
From: CEO SamoaChamber [mailto:ceo@samoachamber.ws]
Sent: Thursday, 13 April 2017 7:29 AM
To: Adriana Lions; memberservices@chamber.ws
Cc: Daryl Maguire
Subject: RE: Meeting with Daryl Maguire MP

Adriana
Please confirm meeting with Mr Daryl Maguire in our office 9am Saturday morning. Details are
below in my signature.
Only I will be attending as it is a long weekend given the public holiday in our country.
Friday is a public holiday, the evening is not feasible
Regards
Hobart Va'ai
Chief Executive Officer

Volume 27

1505

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

Powering Business Growth
1st Floor, Sanalele Complex,
Saleufi
P.O. Box 2014
Tel: (685) 31090
Fax: (685) 31089
Cell: (685) 7748426
Website: www.samoachamber.ws
"This message is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed. If you are not the
intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in
reliance on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited. Please delete this email and notify
the sender. Any views or opinions presented are solely those of the author, and do not necessarily
represent those of Samoa Chamber of Commerce & Industry Inc."

From: Adriana Lions [mailto:Adriana.Lions@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 1:20 PM
To: 'ceo@samoachamber.ws'; 'memberservices@chamber.ws'
Cc: Daryl Maguire
Subject: Meeting with Daryl Maguire MP

Good morning
Member for Wagga Wagga Mr Daryl Maguire MP and a small delegation will be visiting Samoa in
the coming days and would like to meet with representatives from the Chamber of Commerce
and any other peak commercial bodies in Samoa during their stay.
Mr Maguire is also the Chairman of the NSW Parliament Asia Pacific Friendship Group.
Mr Maguire flies into Samoa at 4.30pm on 14 April and flies out of Samoa early on Sunday 16
April.
Would it be possible to organise a meeting either on Friday evening or during the day on
Saturday?
I apologise for the late notice and appreciate your assistance.
Thank you.
Kind regards
Adriana
Adriana Lions
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
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waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
(02) 6921 1622
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INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION

5

RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN SENIOR INVESTIGATOR PAUL
GRAINGER, INVESTIGATOR ANDREW BROWNING AND JOCK SOWTER AT
LEVEL 7, 255 ELIZABETH SYDNEY ON 8TH MARCH, 2019.
TIME:

6:25PM

PRESENT:

PAUL GRAINGER
ANDREW BROWNING
JOCK SOWTER

GRAINGER:

This is an electronic record of interview between Paul Grainger and
Mr Jock Sowter. The day is the 8th of March, 2019. The time by my
watch is 6:25PM. We’re currently at the ICAC offices at level 7,
255 Castlereagh Street in Sydney. Other than myself there are two
other people present and for the voice ID I’ll ask them to state their
name starting with Jock please.

SOWTER:

Jock Edward Sowter.

GRAINGER:

Andrew.

BROWNING:

Andrew Browning, Investigator.

GRAINGER:

Thank you. Jock have you given your consent to have your voice
recorded today?

SOWTER:

Yeah that’s fine.

GRAINGER:

Just I’ll adopt some of the things I told you beforehand, do you agree
that I told you this is a voluntary process and the commission is not
exercising a coercive power at this time?

SOWTER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And do you agree that I informed you are under no obligation to take
part in this interview?

SOWTER:

Correct.

GRAINGER:

And do you agree that I’ve informed you that the interview will form
part of the Commission evidentiary holidays and it may be utilised -

SOWTER:

Yeah that’s –

GRAINGER:

- and you may be called to give evidence if a public inquiry occurs.

SOWTER:

That’s fine.

GRAINGER:

And do you agree that informed you that under the ICAC Act it is a
criminal offence to wilfully to make a false or misleading statement
to a Commission officer?

SOWTER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

You understand all of that?
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SOWTER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Thank you. Jock, the allegation the Commission is investigating is
this that since 2012 Mr Daryl Maguire, the former member for
Wagga Wagga, engaged in conduct – conduct that involved a breach
of public trust by using his public office involving his duties as a
member of a New South Wales Parliament, and the use of
Parliamentary resources to improperly gain a benefit for himself, a
company known as G8Way International and any other associated
persons. Jock, can you give me a quick overview of your
employment, where you currently are and where you’ve been before
that?

SOWTER:

So, I’m currently employed by Melinda Pavey who is the New South
Wales Roads Minister. I am her Parliamentary Liaison officer, have
been since – pretty much since she became a minister and I think
that’s what two years ago now the ministerial reshuffle occurred but
I’m actually at present on secondment in the Deputy Premiers
Office. Before that I was at uni just doing part time work at Mitre10 at Paddington and Bondi Junction and then yeah I was at uni did
like the, you know, the people you see on the street where they try
and sell you stuff, did that for like three weeks before I came to
Sydney. I think before that I was at home on the family dairy farm.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Now within your role as (UNINTELLIGABLE) I’ll just deal
with your role –

SOWTER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- as a PLO what does your role entail?

SOWTER:

So my job is to deal essentially with the backbench and – and – and
be sort of point – the contract point between or the conduit between
the ministerial office and the back bench. So I’m the one they
contact first if they’ve got a problem or an issue or they want
something resolved or something and then I go and – either go and
see another advisor, go and see my chief of staff, get in contact with
the department, you know do what I need to do to try and assist as
best as I can.

GRAINGER:

Okay and your role currently with the deputy premier Mr Brulo what
are you -

SOWTER:

Barilaro

GRAINGER:

Barilaro sorry (UNINTELLIGABLE) what are you doing there?

SOWTER:

So it’s just sort of helping out with the election in the research
section.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

SOWTER:

Um –

GRAINGER:

Daryl Maguire, just tell me when you recall first meeting Mr
Maguire?
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SOWTER:

It would have been probably the first couple of weeks of Parliament.
I remember when I first went there I created a table – I went around
and met with all the coalition backbench, I think I even met with the
upper house, but I can't recall definitively whether I did or I didn’t
and just sort of got a list of what projects they wanted to – to see
happen in the road space, you know, sort of like a wish list, what,
you know, if you had, you know you’re choice what are three, four,
five projects that you’d want to get done, what are your issues that
kind of thing. And I think that’s what probably what most
ministerial offices would do when they first get – get inside
(UNINTELLIGABLE) it would have been in that process, the exact
date or anything I couldn’t tell you unfortunately I just – it would
have been there.

GRAINGER:

In the initial period of time of your employment with the Minister is
that right?

SOWTER:

Yeah would have been, yeah.

GRAINGER:

So in – on the scale of how will I say the word, people who seek
your assistance from the backbench how would Mr Maguire rate on
the scale of frequent flyers, more than others, less than others?

SOWTER:

It seemed to be about the same, regional MP’s always probably
contact you a little bit more because you know the – there’s more
roads like for example in Coogee it’s such a small area that you
know I mean you can drive across it in half an hour where as you if
you go to Barwon it’s sixteen hours to go from one side to the other
kind of thing, so you know Wagga’s – you know Wagga being a
regional electorate you probably speak to a little more, you know
they’ve even got their own programs like fixing country roads and
rail that you know a city based or a metro based MP wouldn’t have
so yeah.

GRAINGER:

So about the same as every other backbencher?

SOWTER:

At first yeah – yeah, nothing seemed out of the ordinary.

GRAINGER:

Now I’ll just turn to what really is the focus of our attention is a prop
– proposal called Smart West Sydney and we understand that you
were asked to speak with Mr Maguire or with their proponent Louise
Waterhouse’s, just tell us how all this all sort of panned out from go
to whoa –

SOWTER:

Yeah –

GRAINGER:

Just tell us what happened.

SOWTER:

Absolutely. So I remember it was a Parliamentary sitting day
because the meeting initially took place in Parliament House. The
reason I remember it took place in Parliament House was ‘cause it
was the foyer of the Premiers office, I remember at the time my boss
Mel Pavey sort of walked in and said look Daryl wants to see
someone about something, she seemed very vague, she didn’t know
really what it was about. She just said just go down, you know, it’s
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the PLO go and see the backbench, see what they need and you
know go deal with it. It just seemed like any other inquiry, you often
get that kind of stuff you know someone runs into the Minister can I
see something –
5

GRAINGER:

Just stop you there before you continue, did the Minister – did the
Minister stay – say where she had spoken to Mr Maguire about that
or had she – how did she –

SOWTER:

(UNINTELLIGABLE) I just – I think he just ran into her, in her
course of walking around parliamentary offices, it wasn’t – it didn’t
seem to be, you know, it just sort of seem – I think she’d come back
from some sort of meeting and she just sort of said look Daryl – I ran
into Daryl, it was something like that, can you go down and see him
and just see what he wants and –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

SOWTER:

- and that kind of thing.

GRAINGER:

So you said that you were in the foyer of the Premiers office?

SOWTER:

Yes and I remember he was sitting there with ,I think it’s Louise
Waterhouse is it, let me just check I don’t want to say the wrong
thing to the Mrs Waterhouse, yeah Louise Waterhouse who was just
sitting there just in the foyer.

GRAINGER:

Yeah so on level twelve of the accommodation building at the back
of Parliament we’re talking about that office –

SOWTER:

Yes – yes.

GRAINGER:

- or 52 Martin Place (UNINTELLIGABLE) –

SOWTER:

No – no over at Parliament.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

SOWTER:

Yeah so it was a Parliamentary day.

GRAINGER:

So -

SOWTER:

That’s why I remember it (INAUDIBLE) –

GRAINGER:

The Premiers office is on level 12 is that right?

SOWTER:

No it’s on (UNINTELLIGABLE) something, we’re on 9 it’s the one
down so they’re 8.

GRAINGER:

Eight.

SOWTER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And you said the foyer, you’re talking actually the foyer of
the office itself, or the open space it’s surrounding all the – the – the
offices.

SOWTER:

No – no – no, so you sort of walk – just as you walk in the reception
desk –
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5

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

SOWTER:

- just there, and then as you walk in on the right hand side there’s
sort of like three couches and like the daily newspapers and stuff and
he just happened to be sitting there with a –

BROWNING:

So this was her office in Parliament House, not the one –

SOWTER:

Correct.

BROWNING:

- at the other –

SOWTER:

It was at Parliament House. And I remember it – there’s a couple of
reasons I remember it, one because as the PLO you kind of don’t
forget walking in and sitting in the Premiers office, I mean in all
fairness you know I’m a country boy from –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

SOWTER:

- you know Moss Vale you got into the Premiers office it’s, you
know, one of those things. And two the reason I remember it was
because when I met Mrs Louise Waterhouse she was the – I’ve got it
in an email here, and I remember getting her card, the Consul
General for the Kingdom of Tonga, now forgive me for my
ignorance, but I always thought people who represented Government
where f – like from that country I didn’t realise at the time, that you
know anyone in Australia can just go and –

GRAINGER:

become the honorary consulate

SOWTER:

- yeah and I didn’t realise that. And I – I actually found it quite
interesting, so when I knew that and all that kind of stuff that’s how I
kind of remembered it ‘cause it was in the Premiers office and that
so that’s how I remember that it took place at that point.

GRAINGER:

Alright, so you weren’t in the Premiers office before you actually
had gone there because your minister had asked you to go and see
Mr Maguire.

SOWTER:

Yeah just that he wanted something I think she said he must have
been down there or something, I don’t remember the exact words
what they were, but it was just you know go see Daryl like – like all
MP’s go see Daryl and try and keep him happy and –

GRAINGER:

Was the Premier there?

SOWTER:

No.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

SOWTER:

No definitely not. It was just the three of us around the table, there
were people walking in and out the whole time. It was quite visible
open space – people – anyone could have seen us walking in. But no
– there was no – the Premier wasn’t there, none of the staff were, it
was just myself, Mr Maguire and Louise Waterhouse.

GRAINGER:

That’s not the first time you’ve been in the Premiers office?
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SOWTER:

Oh I don’t think it was, but I couldn’t remember.

GRAINGER:

Alright so you’ve gone down to see Mr Maguire and Ms Waterhouse
in this area of the couches what happened then?

SOWTER:

Met them as with all MP’s listened to their concerns, all the stuff,
they showed me something that he said was a development out in
Western Sydney, they took me through it, I think they said they
wanted to move a road or something and I said – and – and I think
that was their problem it was something about moving a road
corridor or something and then it opened up access for her
development or whatever it was and I just sort of said well look
Daryl I can't promise anything, but let me go away and talk to the
department and get feedback and – and see what’s happened like we
do with all cases. And I must have exchanged business cards at the
time because I – I think I had an email from Louise b – or Mrs
Waterhouse back with the details and all that kind of stuff. I
forwarded it and I hope you don’t mind me checking –

GRAINGER:

No.

SOWTER:

- (INAUDIBLE) checked my emails here, I forwarded that onto – so
I got her first email I think I must have probably forgotten about it
and then the next one I forwarded it on to Steven Head at RMS, who
was – I think he – he was sort of – he became our go to guy for
dealing with the back bench, you know he – he was sort of my point
of contact person, you know, hey mate I’ve got this issue in Sydney,
you know, can you give me some information help – help me try and
sort it – try and make it easier and he said – and that was not
uncommon he was doing that (INAUDIBLE) –

GRAINGER:

We’ll – we’ll – we’ll get – we’ll - I’ll get into the emails in a second
so just I’ll go back to meeting and we’ll sort of progress from there.

SOWTER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

How long did the meeting discussion go for roughly?

SOWTER:

I couldn’t give you an exact time figure, we were there for a little bit,
but it wasn’t like an overly long thing, it might have been ten or
fifteen minutes, but it could have been half hour look –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

SOWTER:

- it just – it was one of things where you go and see the backbench.

GRAINGER:

So during the meeting –

SOWTER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- who was talking?

SOWTER:

I think I was mostly doing listening and just asked a few questions I
think Louise seemed to sort of do most of the talking, she seemed to
be – I - if I remember correctly and – and I’m not a hundred percent
confident in this, I just remember that I met them I think Daryl sort
of said you know this is my friend Louise or whatever it was she’s
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got a problem this is what it is and I think she sort of did most of the
talking and showed it and talked about the economic, you know, sold
it – tried to sell it on you know this is the economics of it, this is how
we’re gonna create jobs and all that kind of stuff and yeah. I think.
5

GRAINGER:

Do you recall where the development land in question was?

SOWTER:

Somewhere near western Sydney a new airport, cause I remember it
was in relation to the Western Sydney Airport ‘cause they said oh
you know this – all these plans have been drawn up, but our lands
here and you know this road goes here and if we can get it to come
down and then we - we – we can open it up or something.

GRAINGER:

Okay did they have any written documentation they showed you?

SOWTER:

Yeah they did, yeah they gave me a brochure thing I can't remember
what happened to it, but they gave me this big, it was like a A3
brochure and it was all colourful and glossy and that kind of stuff I
can try and find it for you if you want I just know what happened to
it. I think I ended up giving it to Steven or something.

GRAINGER:

Okay we can deal with that as we need to. With – now you’re aware
obviously that Mr Maguire was a backbencher?

SOWTER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And you – you – were you aware on what electorate he was
representing?

SOWTER:

Yeah Wagga.

GRAINGER:

Okay so Western Sydney Airport to Wagga is somewhat of a
distance.

SOWTER:

Yeah, if I remember rightly he was a parliamentary secretary for
something, so I just assumed it was under his parliamentary secretary
or something like that.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

SOWTER:

I – look hindsight yeah something weird was going on, at the time
my job was keep the backbench happy that was the motto –

GRAINGER:

Sure.

GRAINGER:

- and it was, you know, I mean obviously within the rules and all the
guidelines.

GRAINGER:

Of course.

SOWTER:

But you know –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

SOWTER:

- you know the last thing you want is the local MP ringing up
someone up who’s your minister or your chief of staff going that
your person didn’t do this or push back or blah blah blah.

GRAINGER:

I understand.
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SOWTER:

So you at least get the story and that kind of stuff.

GRAINGER:

Yeah – yeah okay. Did Mr Maguire during the meeting infer or tell
you (UNINTELLIGABLE) I’m asking three questions. Did he tell
you if he had any sort of r – a business or personal relationship with
Louise Waterhouse?

SOWTER:

I never got that impression, I can't remember whether he did or he
didn’t, I just – just assumed it was someone he knew.

GRAINGER:

Okay, did you form a view or were you told that they were friends?

SOWTER:

I think he may have suggested that I assumed they were just because
he brought someone in I –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

SOWTER:

- but I – you know, it – it – it – yeah it didn’t seem any different
from when another MP brings in another constituent or something to
me it’s about you know we help the people in New South Wales and
this persons from New South Wales and try and solve the problem as
best as you can.

GRAINGER:

Now you indicated previously that – that you became aware that
Louise Waterhouse was the Honorary Consul General for the
Kingdom of Tonga, did that occur at that meeting?

SOWTER:

Yes I th – I – as best as I can recall it did because we exchanged
business cards and that’s how she got my email to then email me.
And that’s why I remember it because I just found it, as I said at the
time, fascinating that someone from Australia can represent another
government (UNINTELLIGABLE) like as I said I grown up on a
farm and, you know, I mean went to private school and all that –

GRAINGER:

Sure.

SOWTER:

- but it just didn’t click that that happened.

GRAINGER:

Do you remember what –

BROWNING:

Sorry was that written on her business card?

SOWTER:

Oh yeah I think I’ve got it back in the office if you guys want it?

GRAINGER:

Yeah if you could scan copy it’ll be fine, if you could.

SOWTER:

Yeah I – I yeah that’s fine. Can you just remind me
(UNINTELLIGABLE) –

GRAINGER:

I’ll – I’ll remind you. When you’re introduced to Louise
Waterhouse do you recall what Daryl introduced to her to you as?

SOWTER:

I think it was Louise. I think. It – nothing – put it this way at the
meeting, nothing seemed to particular. I – I – perhaps in hindsight
why’s the bloke from Wagga bring you someone from Western
Sydney absolutely. I think he was – but, you know, at the end of the
day our jobs to try and help the backbench and you know.

GRAINGER:

As I said to you before there’s no criticism (INAUDIBLE) –
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5

SOWTER:

Yeah – yeah – yeah.

GRAINGER:

So – the – can you place a day on this meeting –

SOWTER:

No.

GRAINGER:

- you said it was parliamentary sitting day.

SOWTER:

As I said to you the only two reasons it stands out was because one
the meeting took place in the Premiers foyer and that was sort of the
only time I’ve ever had proper meet – or you know a meeting, no
actually sorry I’ve had another meeting, like I’ve walked into an
office with Premier staffer and you know had a chat with them for
two minutes, but this was sort of like the first meeting that I sort of
had their that was sort of Parliamentary sitting day and you’re sitting
in the Premiers office there’s, you know, all these people walking
and out, high profile ministers and that and it’s like oh this is you
know.

GRAINGER:

Did – and (UNINTELLIGABLE) following that up –

SOWTER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- the Premier –

SOWTER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- do you know the Premier –

SOWTER:

No.

GRAINGER:

- on – on a – on a like she would know you as Jock and -

SOWTER:

No.

GRAINGER:

(INAUDIBLE)

SOWTER:

Nah I ran into her – I nearly – so I’m up in 52 two weeks ago, so I’m
based on level 20 at the moment I nearly ran her over, walked over
the mens bathroom and sort of nearly ran into her and she just goes
hey, and that was it. Like I – she might recognise me now ‘cause she
might have seen me twice on level 20 –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

SOWTER:

- but I wouldn’t know her. Sh – yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So you exchanged business cards at the meeting.

SOWTER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

That’s your recollection.

SOWTER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And then some time after that you received an email is that correct?

SOWTER:

That is my belief yes. I think at the time I was given that document
that I mentioned earlier –

GRAINGER:

Yes.
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SOWTER:

- that – that thing and you know take this away and all that. I can't
remember what I did with it. I think I gave it to the roads advisor I
may not have I’m just trying to remember what happened to it, I
think I may in the end, Steven may have came into the office, Steven
Head from RMs may have came into the office and I think I may
have given it to him and said oh mate here’s a bit of – ‘cause I think
at the time it seemed to take a long time for the department to get
back to us about the information and I just sort of said oh you know
here’s the – here’s the booklet or whatever it was and you know just
– you know in relation to that email mate this might be of use to you
kind of thing.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, understood. Now you brought us (UNINTELLIGABLE)
email with you today.

SOWTER:

Yeah – yep.

GRAINGER:

Have you got the email that was sent to you buy Louise Waterhouse?

SOWTER:

Ah I – hopefully. Ah the 18th of October I believe was the first one
that included Daryl Maguire on the email as well.

GRAINGER:

At – at what time was that?

SOWTER:

11.01AM.

GRAINGER:

So what – what was that email about?

SOWTER:

I’ll have to re-read it (UNINTELLIGABLE)

GRAINGER:

(UNINTELLIGABLE)

SOWTER:

I think it (UNINTELLIGABLE) time - the time to assist us with any
(UNINTELLIGABLE) regarding the final planning, northern road
airport intersection location.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

SOWTER:

I don’t remember it saying, at the time – I mean she must have said it
‘cause she put it in the email I don’t remember Ed Scully or Kate
Lenny or – they (UNINTELLIGABLE) oh no hang on now that I’ve
read that maybe (UNINTELLIGABLE) they did say they’ve spoke
to someone or something and they weren’t getting anywhere or
something. Not future proofing needs, I knew it was something to
do with moving a road or moving –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

SOWTER:

- an intersection or something.

GRAINGER:

So for the purpose of the transcript, Jock is referring to an email as
you said 10 October, 2017 from Louise Waterhouse to him from
Daryl Maguire at 11 o’clock and 38 seconds.

SOWTER:

Oh it’s –

GRAINGER:

Yeah – yeah.

SOWTER:

- I got 11:01AM here on my one.
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GRAINGER:

And for – this – the same email is replicated in Commission
reference E17-0144-AS-229-PR-0001 this is a tag for the
development documents.

BROWNING:

Just a property reference that we have.

SOWTER:

You guys got a lot of documents if that’s a number and you started at
one, or ‘A’.

GRAINGER:

And that’s – so you received the email at question?

SOWTER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And I don’t think there’s any need to go into great detail about the
email ‘cause it’s speaks about.

SOWTER:

I’ll be brutally honest with you guys, a lot of these emails I get, I’ll
probably get my arse kicked for saying this, I don’t even really go
into the detail or read, I just flick it on. I read sort of the top three
lines, get the gist of it and go it needs to go to this person.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

SOWTER:

I think my chief of staff just (UNINTELLIGABLE) as a mailbox.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So you’ve received the email what did you do with it?

SOWTER:

I think the first one I actually think I did nothing with it ‘cause there
were a lot of times there where I just missed emails or you know. I
think I may have forwarded it on, but I don’t recall it when I went
back through my emails and just searched once you guys had given
me notification you wanted to interview me I went back through and
printed all these out ‘cause I then wanted to jog my memory –

GRAINGER:

Sure.

SOWTER:

- so what when you guys came here and said what’s going on so
yeah so I think I just – I think the first one I think I might have
missed.

GRAINGER:

Okay so did you receive (UNINTELLIGABLE) a similar email
again?

SOWTER:

Yeah I did – well I received another email on the 23rd of October
saying ‘Hi Jock I hope you are well. I just was wondering how
things were progressing?’ So I must not have – not even responded
to her and said hey thanks for the email and maybe that’s why she
followed up which I kind of sometimes have a habit of doing. Is
there anything we can do, anything like that. And then some
information and then – at which point on the Friday the 27th I
forwarded that onto Steven Head from RMS and included the RMS
(UNINTELLIGABLE).

GRAINGER:

Okay. So you forward that onto Steven Head.

SOWTER:

Yeah and just –

GRAINGER:

This –
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SOWTER:

- said can we look into the (UNINTELLIGABLE).

GRAINGER:

So this is the email the 23rd of October, 2017 at 2:41 –

SOWTER:

41 –

GRAINGER:

- PM.

SOWTER:

Yep – yep.

GRAINGER:

And there’s also two from Louise Waterhouse to you to Maguire –

SOWTER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- it starts with ‘Dear Jock, hope all is well with you in your busy
world.’

SOWTER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Okay, that’s Commission – the same Commission reference number
as the previous email which is E17/0144-AS-2-29-PR-0001.

SOWTER:

Sorry I shouldn’t laugh.

GRAINGER:

No, you get used to it after a while don’t worry.

SOWTER:

I feel for you guys.

BROWNING:

Sorry you sent – you sent that to Steven Head that one?

SOWTER:

Yeah so according to my one -

BROWNING:

- the second one that you just – that Paul just spoke about.

SOWTER:

Look I could have sent the first one, but I mean I’m just looking at
the emails.

BROWNING:

You don’t think so do you?

SOWTER:

I don’t think I did.

GRAINGER:

You (UNINTELLIGABLE) email chain here?

SOWTER:

Yeah I’m just looking at my email chain and I think I printed them
out (UNINTELLIGABLE). So yeah, so I don’t think I sent it to
Steven Head, I – like I –

BROWNING:

The first one?

SOWTER:

No, the first one I don’t think I sent to Steven Head –

BROWNING:

Yeah. the second one –

SOWTER:

Yeah.

BROWNING:

Yeah (INAUDIBLE) –

SOWTER:

- cause as I said like – yeah I’ll be brutally honest with you guys I
don’t have the worlds greatest memory, but the reason that I
remember the meeting in the Premiers office was because one it was
the Consul General of Tonga –

BROWNING:

Yeah.
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SOWTER:

- and two because it was the –

BROWNING:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, I’m just gonna stop you there so you – what day did you send it
to Steven Head do you believe?

SOWTER:

So according to the email in front of me I sent it to Steven Head on
Friday the 27th of October at 9:33AM.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

BROWNING:

Sorry what date was that?

SOWTER:

Friday the 27th of October, 2017 at 9:33AM.

GRAINGER:

I’m just gonna show you a document now, this is a document dated
the 19th of October, 2017 and it’s addressed to you and it’s from
Louise Waterhouse on their company letter head. I’ll just have a
look – and just have a read of this and see if you can recall actually –

SOWTER:

Receiving it?

GRAINGER:

- receiving this document before or seeing this document before. Oh
sorry for the purpose of the transcript it’s again AS-2-29-PR-0001.

SOWTER:

No worries, thanks guys. Ah she could have sent this to me, it could
have been as an attachment. Ah -

GRAINGER:

And the date of that letter is the 19th –

SOWTER:

The 19th –

GRAINGER:

- the other letter – emails dated the 18th.

SOWTER:

Yes, ah is it the same letter?

GRAINGER:

So what I’m saying is she sent this on the 19th –

SOWTER:

No she sent this email – the email here (UNINTELLIGABLE) –

GRAINGER:

Sorry on the 19th yes.

SOWTER:

- on the 18th –

GRAINGER:

The 18th.

SOWTER:

- and that ones there dated the 19th.

GRAINGER:

And this has no attachment to it, this email?

SOWTER:

Okay well I don’t remember seeing that I’m sorry. Ah look it could
have come through as I’ve said at no stage until - I’ll – I’ll be
brutally honest with you, it wasn’t until I heard of someone that hey
did you know Daryl Maguire’s getting called next week that I started
to think this was part of it. So at no stage when any of this was
going on did any red flags get raised. I could have got sent this, it
could be in my possession feel free to go and have a look, I just
don’t remember it.
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GRAINGER:

I’m more interested to find out if you did actually did something
with it that you can recall, but (INAUDIBLE) probably can't.

SOWTER:

I don’t remember it, no. All I remember doing was – with all this
kind of stuff, my natural instinct would have been to go straight to
RMS and Steven Head and go what’s the go because – and I don’t
know, I mean you know.

GRAINGER:

Yep. No problems at all. Now you send – you send that email to
Steven –

SOWTER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- the day we discussed before, did he reply to you?

SOWTER:

Ah what I’ve got here is a response from Karen De Ridder on behalf
of Steven Head I think Karen was like his EA. He was like the head
of the Sydney region, North Sydney or (UNINTELLIGABLE) at
that time. He came back with – or Karen came back with quite a lot
of information at which point I just went I don’t even understand
half this stuff. So I went and spoke with Les Wells who was our
roads advisor, infrastructure and all that and said mate – and I think
that’s on the next email. Mate – hey mate this is something Daryl
Maguire’s brought to me, literally like I don’t know what this is. I
think I might have – most of the time after I sent an email because
you’re always forwarding and sending emails and getting them – you
know you probably get so many a day, I’ll often go and walk and see
the advisor so I probably went and saw him and said hey mate
there’s an email there Daryl Maguire raised something with me I
don’t understand it can you have a look at it and yeah so that’s when
he sent me that back.

GRAINGER:

Okay –

SOWTER:

And that’s why (INAUDIBLE) –

GRAINGER:

- and what date was that?

SOWTER:

According to the paperwork in front of me it’s Friday the 3rd of
November, 2017 at 3:56PM.

GRAINGER:

And in summary what was his advice back to you?

SOWTER:

Oh, in the e –

GRAINGER:

It is lengthy.

SOWTER:

Okay in the end the information that I got, and this is the summary
that I remember from Les, when I spoke to Les about it – it
essentially – he said that this whole thing was part of the Western
Sydney airport and was part of the Western Sydney stuff. It was
being led by the federal government and any changes or any plans or
anything you have to go and speak to the Feds. RMS in this
instance, my understanding, was kind of like the delivery agency on
behalf of the Feds. So the Feds, my understanding, is they give the
money – the Federal Government gives the bucket of the money to
the state with the plans and says go and do this.
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GRAINGER:

Built it.

SOWTER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

SOWTER:

Yeah.

BROWNING:

Just for the purposes of the recording can you spell Karen De Ridder
name please?

SOWTER:

Yeah absolutely. (Spells) K-A-R-E-N D-E (space) R-I-D-D-E-R.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And did you provide that information back to Mr Maguire?

SOWTER:

So what I did I forward it to Les, he sent it to me did I respond with
advice? And I said how did you go with this? And he came back
with what was the email he sent to me on Wednesday the 8th of
November, 2017 at 10:57AM which says, I’m happy to read it out –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

SOWTER:

- if you guys want me to as advice.

GRAINGER:

Is that the one that says ‘the location of the intersection within the
Western Sydney Airport was specified by the Federal Department of
Infrastructure.’?

SOWTER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

In italics?

SOWTER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Yeah okay.

SOWTER:

Yeah and the whole things in italics. And then – and then – so what
I did – so I’ve got then the email that I sent it to Daryl as and I said
‘Hi Daryl, after speaking with RMS and advisors in our office please
see advice below’.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

SOWTER:

Do you want me to read out exactly what I (UNINTELLIGABLE)?

GRAINGER:

No, because I’ve got that (INAUDIBLE) –

SOWTER:

Cool. And then he came back, very lovely of him, and said ‘That
means the land is locked up and undevelopable by the owner go back
again and please do not accept their BS find a way to help.’ I then
forwarded it to Les ‘cause I kind of didn’t know what to do. And
then Les come back and said the WISP is a Federally funded
program we just build what they ask. He needs to take it up with
Fletcher, Planning will be involved with this. Tell him you can
arrange. Now I remember at the time I didn’t arrange a meeting
because to be brutally honest and I hope I can say what I want on
this (UNINTELLIGABLE) I thought he was a prick for writing that
back.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.
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SOWTER:
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Like at the end of the ay – look you can kind of sometimes when
dealing with departments after a while, you can kind of know – from
looking at this the amount of time it took – the fact when I was
talking to RMS if I remember correctly they said look it’s a very
sensitive matter or whatever it was, they were kind of like this is the
specific advice. A lot of the time there’s scope right that you can
sort of say well can we try this instead of this, you know, looking at
different things purely from a – you know trying to get the best
outcome. This didn’t seem to be one of those, so it seemed to be
very much – these are the guides, it’s a Federal thing, we can't do
anything let him go do it. When he wrote that back I literally
thought to myself buggar you I’m not going to put up with your shit.
And I’m not responding to you. Now what you guys don’t have on a
email a couple of weeks later and I remember it because it was all in
this, I remember it. My Chief of Staff had Ed Martin call me into the
office and said hey mate did you deal with Daryl Maguire something
with Louise Waterhouse? And I said yeah I did and he said because
Andrew Constance, Chief of Staff at the time who was lovely bloke
Chris Muller had rung him and said hey mate Daryl’s rung upset that
Jock hasn’t got back to him on something. I said no that’s bullshit,
took him these emails and he goes that’s fine. Now the other email
that you guys don’t have and I’m happy to give it you here tonight is
an email here, and I know this is (UNINTELLIGABLE) happen with
the (UNINTELLIGABLE) to the best of my knowledge. It was –
what was the name of that mob? There was a PR firm that has Chris
– it must have been the Christmas Party or the – New Gate
Communications I don’t know whether you’ve ever heard of it. I
think they had like their ten year party, they had a function
celebrating something I can't remember if it was Christmas or
something, but there was this guy there kind of youngish I guess in
his thirties and looking back at the email and the only reason I
remember his name ‘cause his emails here Paul Walker. This was
after you guys had come in and said please hand over all your emails
and all that and it was at this function that my minister was at and he
was there. He was quite drunk, he was acting like a prick sorry for
searing but he literally was. He was acting like a drunk dickhead.
The way he approached it it was something about he went to school
up in her electorate and then that turned out to be bullshit or rubbish
or something and I just sort of said okay. As soon as he mentioned
the name, I – I was sober, I didn’t drink that night. I literally said – I
literally pulled her really close and said this is the Daryl Maguire
stuff, you need to walk away right now. She did, I dealt with the guy
and he goes mate we’re all friends here, I said mate it’s fine, here’s
my business card call me tomorrow when you’ve sobered up and I’ll
send you the same advice I sent him before. As far as I was
concerned, I know that you guys had done your thing, but as far as I
was concerned I’d sent the correct advice I’d done the right thing. I
had no problem re-sharing that with this guy ‘cause he said oh well
we’re trying this and we’re trying that so I literally said on the – and
I’m happy – as I said I’m happy to give you the thing. So he sent me
an email – so he then sent me an email –
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GRAINGER:

Before you get into the email –

SOWTER:

Yeah – yeah that’s fine.

GRAINGER:

- just go – just go back to this – this party.

SOWTER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So you’ve gone to the party, the ministers gone to the party –

SOWTER:

There are a few from our office yeah.

GRAINGER:

And where was the party at?

SOWTER:

I couldn’t tell you the name, but I can tell you how to get there.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

SOWTER:

(INAUDIBLE)

GRAINGER:

Roughly where is it?

SOWTER:

So it’s – what’s that garden thing called down there where you’ve
got government house, you come back up one and it’s sort of just
there it’s like an art kind of thing and you (INAUDIBLE) –

GRAINGER:

Oh the state library in there you talking about?

SOWTER:

No it’s – it’s across the road from state library.

GRAINGER:

The conservatory of music?

SOWTER:

That might be it –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

SOWTER:

- you sort of go across the road from the library down – along down
the set of stairs there’s a nice fountain and it had a new gate lit up
and (UNINTELLIGABLE) thing it’s like (INAUDIBLE) –

GRAINGER:

Okay in the – in the domain somewhere.

SOWTER:

Yeah – yeah – yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay yeah in there.

SOWTER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So a few went there and this person whose name is?

SOWTER:

Paul Walker of GPT Group.

GRAINGER:

Okay so –

SOWTER:

Whatever that is.

GRAINGER:

- he was there?

SOWTER:

Yeah and he was drunk being a dickhead.

GRAINGER:

And – and so he approached how – how –

SOWTER:

The Minister –
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GRAINGER:

The Minister.

SOWTER:

So he knew who she was.

GRAINGER:

Yep okay.

SOWTER:

And he approached her and said oh you know Mel I grew up near
your electorate or something like that. I think that was how he got
her attention and she started talking to him.

GRAINGER:

Okay and then what did the conversation turn to?

SOWTER:

Then we realised that he hadn’t and I think Mel called him a
dickhead and said well mate you know you just lied to me whatever
and then he goes nah – nah – nah we’re all friends and he was just
acting like a drunk clown. And then he started bringing up this land,
and I literally pulled her aside and said no we can't, you know this is
– this is something to do with Daryl Maguire leave it, walk away.
So she just literally walked off and I was happy with that because I’d
already dealt with this, you guys had my emails as far as I was
concerned I’d done nothing wrong. So then he started giving me the
old, when you’re drunk oh mate we’re all friends here, I don’t mean
to harm you, you know we’re all good – we’re all good, and I just
thought mate you’re a drunk
I gave him my business card
–

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

SOWTER:

- because I was more than happy to tell him what I’d sent to Daryl,
what I’d sent to everyone. But I wasn’t gonna do anymore so I sent
him the same – exact same advice. He came back and gave me, you
know, we’ve talked to this person and this I’d really love to catch up.
I wasn’t catching up with him. I’m not gonna – I don’t need to go
down that path. I just sent him the same information that I sent
Daryl and I thought there was no wrong doing in that and that was
that.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

SOWTER:

And I’m happy to give you guys a copy of that email.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Ta.

BROWNING:

So the conversation he had with your minister –

SOWTER:

Look I was pretty much there the whole time, it was more about him
going up to this school up in Coffs Harbour.

BROWNING:

When he was having that conversation –

SOWTER:

Yep.

BROWNING:

- was he –

SOWTER:

He was –

BROWNING:

- did you get the impression he was advocating for Waterhouse’s
land?
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SOWTER:

Oh –

BROWNING:

Or not?

SOWTER:

Um, yes I got the impression he was advocating for it. Yeah he was
someone who wanted this to go ahead, he was someone who –
whoever this bloke was was working for some mob that seemed to
wanna do something.

BROWNING:

So this was a New Gate Communication par –

SOWTER:

Function.

BROWNING:

Function.

SOWTER:

Yep and there were a heap of people.

BROWNING:

Around Christmas time in 2017?

SOWTER:

Oh, no when did you – I (UNINTELLIGABLE) when – it would
have – what are we now were 2019 when did you guys subpoena
those emails?

GRAINGER:

They were late last year.

SOWTER:

Yeah so it must have been since then.

BROWNING:

2018.

SOWTER:

Yeah so it must have been since then.

BROWNING:

Paul Walker was with someone called GPT Group.

SOWTER:

Yeah it’s written on that email.

BROWNING:

Okay that Paul Walker was he a young guy, old guy?

SOWTER:

No he seemed like he was in his 30’s.

BROWNING:

Okay.

SOWTER:

Young – not – a little bit older than me, but not too much older.
Kind of
thirty year
old.

BROWNING:

Okay.

SOWTER:

Who you just wanted to tell

GRAINGER:

With the – and for the record Jock just handed me a four page
document which is an email chain the most recent email was an
email from Paul Walker dated the 10th of August, 2018 11:16AM
titled Future – Future Proofing the Northern Road
(UNINTELLIGABLE) for fresh food precinct
(UNINTELLIGABLE) Waterhouse land in WSA with Western
Sydney Airport, Western precinct.

SOWTER:

Yeah, and I knew it was a same thing and I just sent him back the
same advice about how this is a federal thing –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

Volume 27

.

1526

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

5

SOWTER:

- go and –

GRAINGER:

So after the email from Daryl Maguire where he says this is total BS
solve the problem, did you actually discuss that with – you – you’ve
said you refer to Les –

SOWTER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Did you discuss it with anyone else about how obnoxious, in your
words, Mr Maguire was (INAUDIBLE) –

SOWTER:

I remember I did after when Ed called me up, ‘cause I’m like no he
was a
like you know. Oh actually I might have gone to Les
and said hey mate this was his response. And I think Les just
laughed at it and goes he can go and deal with the department like
fuck him.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

SOWTER:

Sorry for swearing –

GRAINGER:

No.

SOWTER:

- it’s like you want to have a go.

GRAINGER:

Was, in your experience in dealing with the backbench in the two
years you did, had anyone actually responded to you like that
before?

SOWTER:

I’ve had MP’s go off in the sense of why is there no funding for my
road project, never why can't you move a road if that make sense.

GRAINGER:

(INAUDIBLE)

SOWTER:

So you often get MP’s there’s a couple that come to mind that just
go I want my road project now, I’m in a marginal seat, I want my
road project now. And that’s fine like you expect an MP to advocate
for their community, you know, it’s in their area. Never had one
that’s gone this is BS and blah – blah – blah, not in writing or
anything like that, but you know I’ve just gone, you know you’ve
had the – you know the normal, you know, but I need this now I’m a
marginal seat I need to, you know, the elections two years away and
we need to get started and have fences up because I promised this at
the last election campaign kind of thing.

GRAINGER:

Sure.

SOWTER:

But never one that’s gone off like that that you’ve just walked away
and thought well you’re just a cunt.

GRAINGER:

Ehm, okay. With –

SOWTER:

Sorry for swearing.

GRAINGER:

- so in essence after that nothing else had happened at all from –
from your perspective until this issue with Mr Walker at the
Christmas party?

SOWTER:

Only the one where my Chief of Staff had brought me –
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GRAINGER:

Oh that’s right (INAUDIBLE) –

SOWTER:

- and said – and said you know what happened here and it wasn’t –
he wasn’t having a go, he said well what’s happened he said Daryl’s
off complaining to Andrew Constance’s office saying that we’re not
doing our job and I guess that’s because he’s the Lib, Andrew
Constance is a Lib there is still that kind of that the Libs are the Libs
and the Nats are the Nats and you ring up, you know, Andrew
Constance being the senior cluster it makes sense to go to him, but I
think in the end the fact that I got that email I think in the end, my
understanding from it all was that Andrew Constance office told him
to bugger off too.

GRAINGER:

Okay so – just so I’m clear on that your Chief of Staff at the time
was whom?

SOWTER:

Edward Martin who –

GRAINGER:

Egard Martin.

SOWTER:

- who is still Melinda Pavey’s Chief of Staff –

GRAINGER:

Pavey’s Chief of Staff. And just reiterating what you said before so
I’ve got it clear –

SOWTER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- Edward spoke to you –

SOWTER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

- indicating that the Chief of Staff Andrew Constance had spoken to
him –

SOWTER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- and have asked what was g – going –

SOWTER:

What was the situation?

GRAINGER:

With this?

SOWTER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Did Edward tell you that Maguire had been to Constance?

SOWTER:

I don’t know whether he went to Constance, I don’t know whether
he went to him Chief of Staff my impression was that he’d gone and
complained because Edwards like you know Daryl’s gone and
complained can you just (UNINTELLIGABLE) and I was like mate
I’ve all of this one email, like you know the departments said no he
can go and get nicked and that was that. My impression was Daryl
had gone and complained to either Constance or his Chief of staff
Chris Millar.

GRAINGER:

Okay so is Chris Muir still the Chief of Staff of Constance?

SOWTER:

No I don’t know where he is.

GRAINGER:

He’s – he’s left.
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SOWTER:

He’s left Government. He’s – oh (UNINTELLIGABLE) I think –
he’s not a Chief of Staff, he’s not in 52 Martin Place anymore.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

SOWTER:

I think he just had enough.

GRAINGER:

In terms of time between you receiving the email from Maguire and
this occurring can you give us an estimation of time as a –

SOWTER:

This is a very big estimate –

GRAINGER:

No it’s alright, best –

SOWTER:

I – I think it must have been a couple of weeks, a month or so.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

SOWTER:

‘Cause in the end I just ignored him. As I said like you’ve seen what
he wrote it’s not, you know, get stuffed.

GRAINGER:

You didn’t run across him in Parliament at all again or anything like
that?

SOWTER:

I said hello to him and he said hello and hey, you know, he’s – hey
mate how are you. You know how’s Wagga, very well, but didn’t
really deal with him. Dealt with his office, but he kind of just left us
alone then.

GRAINGER:

With his – his electorate office?

SOWTER:

Yeah, Sarah who was really nice. And she was a – she was always
up – she never asked about anything of this, it was always you know
road project and fixing country – you know he was a big guy for
fixing country roads and (INAUDIBLE) –

GRAINGER:

When we initially started this you indicated about the meeting in the
Premier’s foyer –

SOWTER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

- and I think you indicated you said it was a parliamentary sitting
day?

SOWTER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And how do you know that?

SOWTER:

Because – so the reason I remember the day is because one it was in
the Parliamentary office, in the Premier’s parliamentary like in her –
like - just in her reception whatever you want to call it. And
because, you know, I found it fascinating that someone from
Australia could be – and also the name Waterhouse is not a name
you kind of forget to if you know what I mean. And I actually think
I told someone I met Louise Waterhouse I wonder if she’s related – I
think I might have told that to my aunty or something she seems to
know all these different things. And the reason I remember it was
because I remember that I was sitting in the of – in – so the way the
of – you, I’m sure – I’m sure you guys know, over at parliament
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house they’re very small offices. You’ve got the ministerial office,
there’s a door that goes from the ministerial office out to the
reception where the receptionist sits and then there’s another door,
it’s sort of like a triangle –
5

GRAINGER:

Yes.

SOWTER:

- and then you got the long – the straight stretch and you’ll sit there
and she walked in and I think I was standing there and she goes oh
and it was literally like oh Daryl’s got something go see him, you
know it was - wanting some – something done, go see him, I don’t
know what it was.

GRAINGER:

So is it the case that other on par – other – other – other than on
Parliamentary sitting days you weren’t at Parliament House?

SOWTER:

Correct.

GRAINGER:

Okay so – so on none parliament days you’re at 52 Marin Place?

SOWTER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

But it’s only – this is (UNINTELLIGABLE) what I’m trying to
establish is only on parliamentary days you do work from the
parliamentary offices.

SOWTER:

Yeah, I mean there’s been one or two times where we’ve had you
know a meeting or we’ve had a training seminar or something over
at Parliament (UNINTELLIGABLE) government
(UNINTELLIGABLE) government –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

SOWTER:

- room or whatever, the government office or – party room –

GRAINGER:

Party room.

SOWTER:

- government party room. But you know very rarely, but it was
definitely a parliamentary sitting day what day I couldn’t tell you,
but it was definitely parliamentary sitting day.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

SOWTER:

And I just remember that part because I found the whole situation
interesting and that kind of stuff. And it wasn’t uncommon to for
MP’s to come and grab me on parliamentary sitting day and raise
their concerns ‘cause they were there they can see you.

GRAINGER:

Okay. I’ve got nothing further to ask, Andrew do you have
anything?

BROWNING:

Was this the only matter that Daryl ever met with you for?

SOWTER:

No. I think there was stuff in his electorate, but nothing that stood
out – like the best I can remember it was all to do with his electorate
but it was mainly, I think I might have handed him a fixing country
roads letter once and said this is for your council I think the first time
I met him when I sort of said mate you know what projects do you
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want when I said I did that wish list, nothing that stood out anyway.
I’m not saying it didn’t happen.

5

10

BROWNING:

So this was the only non -Wagga Wagga area you can recall him that
he discussed with you?

SOWTER:

This is the only matter that I can – can – can recall that didn’t
involve Wagga, I’m not saying there weren’t others –

BROWNING:

Yes – yes.

SOWTER:

- but at this point in time this is the only one that I can't recall.

BROWNING:

Okay. And Paul was trying to narrow down the date –

SOWTER:

Yeah.

BROWNING:

- that the meeting occurred. How long after the meeting did you get
the let – the email from Louise Waterhouse?

SOWTER:

I reckon it would have been a week or so, like it wouldn’t have been
long after (UNINTELLIGABLE) probably it was within a week or
tend days. It could have been the second day, it could have been the
eighth day, but it seemed to be close enough that it was to that.

BROWNING:

But it wasn’t the next day or just after that, as far as you can recall?

SOWTER:

It co – it wasn’t the next day but it could have been a couple days
after.

BROWNING:

Okay.

SOWTER:

But again I just – I’m sorry guys I just –

BROWNING:

No that’s okay.

SOWTER:

I don’t want to give you guys the wrong info.

GRAINGER:

That’s alright, now I’m just gonna show you something
(UNINTELLIGABLE) that you may be able to assist us with. This
is a – this is an extract of text messages from Daryl Maguire’s phone
and you’re not a party to this – this conversation at all, but it refers to
you. And it’s the 12th – 12th – oh sorry (UNINTELLIGABLE) the
5th of December, 2017.

SOWTER:

Yeah so that must have been after all this had all happened because
I’ve got an email here Wednesday the 8th of November, ‘cause see
he sent me smart arse remark on Wednesday the 8th of November –

GRAINGER:

(UNINTELLIGABLE)

SOWTER:

- so it must have been a month or so after all that.

GRAINGER:

So in this text message which is from Maguire to Waterhouse he
says ‘G’day I spoke to Melinda Pavey she will discuss with Jock and
come back to you I will send her your contact.’ So Maguire’s saying
he’s gonna send Melinda Pavey Louise Waterhouse contact details.
So after, and we’ve sort gone through all of this and you – your –
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your recollections as you’ve told us, do you recall speaking to the
minister again after that at some point in time about it?
SOWTER:

There was I – and I can't remember if it was this issue or something
else, but I think she brought something up. It could have been this
afterwards, it might have been after the – it might have been around
the same time as the Constance thing that I told you about and she
might have said what happened and I think I said well this is what
the department told you and Les seemed to think that that was right
and if Les says it and the department says it then as far as I’m
concerned that’s what we’re saying.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

SOWTER:

So it could – it – she raised something (UNINTELLIGABLE) but in
all fairness Daryl was a bit whinger.

GRAINGER:

So that would be roughly the reply you sent to Daryl
(UNINTELLIGABLE) –

SOWTER:

Wh – so the reply –

GRAINGER:

- to – when he said to come back to you and said this is bullshit
please fix it.

SOWTER:

Yeah. Which was the 8th of November –

GRAINGER:

(UNINTELLIGABLE)

SOWTER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So this is a – a – a – roughly a month later.

SOWTER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So you have said then – you – do you recall that or are you
speculating that that may have been what occurred?

SOWTER:

I recall Mel talking about something with me about Daryl, I don’t
remember exactly what it is, it could have been this, it could have
even been a fixing a country road things it could have been – it may
have even been an electorate visit I think there was a time where,
you know, I mean I’ll be brutally honest with you the Nats have
always wanted Wagga right, it might have been a time where we just
didn’t tell Daryl we were going to Wagga and he might have rung up
and cracked the shits. It could – it could’ve been something like
that.

GRAINGER:

Okay. In the context of this –

SOWTER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- it appears that, from what we can see, Daryl’s told Louise that he’s
spoken to Melinda Pavey who will discuss it with you and come
back to you with something. So that – that sort of – sort of le – rules
out the – the trip to Wagga possible theory it seems to relate to –

SOWTER:

(INAUDIBLE)
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GRAINGER:

- I’m only – I’m only –

SOWTER:

Yeah –

GRAINGER:

- ready what this is –

SOWTER:

Yeah (INAUDIBLE) –

GRAINGER:

- seems to relate to Louise’s concerns about –

SOWTER:

Look to be brutally honest with you she could have talked to me
about this, but I don’t –

GRAINGER:

(INAUDIBLE)

SOWTER:

- I just remember there was something, but I don’t recall what it was.
I don’t even recall if it was a month after this I just remember one
time sitting in her office talking about Daryl Maguire.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Alright.

SOWTER:

But what it was I’m sorry guys I –

GRAINGER:

(INAUDIBLE) you can only remember what you remember that’s
fine. Anything further?

BROWNING:

No mate.

GRAINGER:

Okay, Jock I have nothing further to ask you now you’ve brought a
folder with these emails in them –

SOWTER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- then there’s a bundle of one, two, three.

SOWTER:

So I think you guys have those –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

SOWTER:

- but I don’t think you got that one –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

SOWTER:

I’m assuming you probably want that one.

GRAINGER:

What I’ll do, I’ll take the lot from you if that’s okay?

SOWTER:

Go nuts. I’ll got them still on my server at work.

GRAINGER:

Okay, alright so there’s –

SOWTER:

I’ve got another copy.

GRAINGER:

There’s one, two, three bundles of emails.

SOWTER:

And then there’s your one that you sent me.

GRAINGER:

I don’t need that one, I’ve got that myself. So the bundles – the one
we previously discussed from Paul Walker dated the 10th of August,
2018 at 11:16. The second bundle is a – starts with an email from
Lesley Wells to you dated the 8th of November, 2017 at 10:57AM.

SOWTER:

About (UNINTELLIGABLE)
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GRAINGER:

And the final one is the – again from Les Wells to you dated the 8
November, 2017 at midday. So I’ll add them to the Commissions
records –

SOWTER:

Go nuts.

GRAINGER:

Jock I – I have nothing further to ask you (UNINTELLIGABLE)
anything further you wish to add at this point in time? Comes to
mind? If -

SOWTER:

Nothing comes to mind off the top of my head I think – look my
dealing with Daryl on this matter as I said to you I remember it
because it was – ‘cause it was a – ‘cause it was in the foyer of the
Premier’s office, I remember it because I found it fascinating that
someone from Australia could be the, you know, in the same way
you know I found out Peter Slipper is now something in Tasmania
for someone. I remember Ed talking to me about it because it had
come out of this whole thing ‘cause you - it started and you sort of
remember (UNINTELLIGABLE) but I’m sorry that’s – that’s really
all I remember.

GRAINGER:

No problems at all. We often find the case that after we sort of do an
interview like this we sort of jog some memories –

SOWTER:

Yep.,

GRAINGER:

- people do remember things. If you do remember something you
think is relevant to us please either drop an email or call and we can
deal with it as we need to.

SOWTER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

In closing do you have any complaints about the way we conducted
the interview at all today?

SOWTER:

Na, I still think Daryl treated me like shit afterwards, but that’s about
my only complaint.

GRAINGER:

Thank you for your time, I’ll finalise the interview now the time is
7:15PM.
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SmartWest.
From:

Louise Waterhouse <louise@waterhouse.to>

To:

jock.sowter@minister.nsw.gov.au, Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>

Cc:

louise Waterhouse <louise@waterhouse.to>

Date:

Wed, 18 Oct 2017 11:00:38 +1100

Dear Jock,
Thank you for taking the time to assist us with our concerns regarding the final planning for the
Northern Road Airport intersection location.
As I mentioned, we met with Mr Ed Scully and Ms Kate Lunney earlier this week and repeated our
concerns about the current location of the Northern Road Airport intersection not being futureproofed an not addressing our future needs - as one of the largest land owners in the area with well advanced planning for the exciting SmartWest concept.
They were polite and receptive but said that in the absence of official planning notification
regarding this area they had not allowed for future access to the area of SmartWest.
The current intersection adjoins land owned by another land owner, Leppington Pastoral
Company - which already has access to their land at Dwyer Rd and also has been public about
their lack of plans for this area - understandable given their priorities in other areas they own to
the south of the airport.
Thank you again for taking up our concerns within the Ministry and the RMS.
Kind regards

Lcnu^e/
Louise S.R. Waterhouse
Hon Consul

Consulate General of the Kingdom of Tonga
Level 6, 73 Walker St, (P.O. Box 238)
North Sydney, NSW 2059, Australia
Ph: + 61 2 9936 2028 Fax: +61 2 9936 2099

Volume 27

1535

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

SmartWest.Sydney
Level 6, 73 Walker St (PO Box 238)
North Sydney NSW 2059
Fax: +61 2 9936 2099
Ph +61 2 9936 2028
e:lou’tse(g>waterhouse.to

19th October 2017

Mr Jock Sowter
Parliamentary Liaison Officer
Office of the Hon Melinda Pavey MP
Dear Mr Sowter,
RE: SMARTWEST.SYDNEY
Thank you for taking your time to meet briefly yesterday.
As I advised, SmartWest.Sydney, is an innovative proposal within the Aerotropolis Precinct of
Western Sydney.
The SmartWest site is land which has been held by my father and our family for just over 50 years as part of his long-term vision for the future of Western Sydney.
The land is strategically positioned on the western boundary of the Western Sydney Airport and
with 233 hectares, is one of the largest holdings in close proximity to the airport. As you are no
doubt aware, land holdings of such large scale are unusual and create the opportunity to be a
catalyst to significant investment.
The SmartWest vision is consistent with The Vision and the Aerotropolis blueprint for Western
Sydney airport and surrounds.
The SmartWest proposition is to develop a cutting-edge technology park and high tech business
and services centre, plus 5 star tourism destination - employing 5,600 smart workers and
hospitality professionals and injecting $1.7billion to the Western Sydney economy.
The SmartWest concept is to be a sustainable, self-contained and self-funded enterprise which
with not create an undue burden on utilities nor infrastructure nor compete with investment for
the greater area north, east or south of the airport.
To do so, however, requires future-proofing of the infrastructure - some of which is currently in
the final stages of planning - including connection for the western precinct from the airport with
the Northern Road.
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The current planning maps for the Northern Road positions the access intersection the western
side of the airport as a 3-way intersection - in a location which does not connect to
SmartWest.Sydney nor the neighbouring western precinct.
Given the advanced planning which has been done on the SmartWest site, we are very concerned
that this airport western intersection on the Northern Road is not only not future-proofed but is
not in the wrong location which could lead to an expensive revision being required once in the
process of being built.
Therefore support from the Ministry is needed to ensure the site is connected to transport
infrastructure to the east and towards the airport.
What SmartWest.Sydney seeks is twofold:
•

Recognition in infrastructure planning that the SmartWest site, with its strategic location, will
sooner or later be zoned for urban development; and

•

Road planning to recognise the Western Airport precinct and accommodate access from The
Northern Road realignment.

The site location figure below indicates the positioning of the site and the current planned re
alignment of The Northern Road intersection and our alternative proposed location.

Figure 1 - Future access to the SmartWest.Sydney site with the current RMS proposed intersection location
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In our representations with the NSW Roads and Maritime Services to date, SmartWest has
advocated for a minor but important repositioning of the intersection that will acknowledge future
potential and so allow for the future development of this western Aerotropolis precinct.
The viability of this preferred access point has been confirmed through:
•

Consultation with the Department of Infrastructure and Regional Development, who gave
co-ordinates for their preferred location, along with a request for the intersection to be
midway between the two runways.

•

DIRD advising they have no objection to the SmartWest access location proposal
and which actually better complies with their desired outcome that the access road be
evenly between the two runways.

•

RMS's advice that their engineer, Jacobs has confirmed that the new location is feasible
with little adjustment and without any engineering problems.

•

Advice from APP

•

Technical Advice from Cardno - leading road design engineers

•

Master planning by Design IQ who have created the grid for a future road layout through
the SmartWest site which connects at one end to the Northern Road and the other to park
Road to the north.

SmartWest is prepared to help fund the extra land required to deliver the western access point.
The SmartWest proposal offers an equitable access proposition for all land holdings within the
western Aerotropolis precinct.
As enclosures to this letter, we attach the advice from Cardno engineers which positions the
alternate access point on The Northern Road. A map is also provided which demonstrates that
without the revised access point, approximately 300 metres to the north of the current RMS
design, access to the Western precinct is highly restrictive. It demonstrates a future road network
that is limiting and unsustainable in modern day urban design.
In summary, we need a minor amendment in an intersection point that will not have greater cost
to government, future proof the intersection and provide much greater benefit to future
development in the area - without any adverse impact on land owners or Government investment.
We seek your support in this minor design change and look forward to working with you.
Regards

Louise Waterhouse
Director
Waterhouse Group
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Shaping the Future

Our Ref: 802170 001 04
Contact: Mehul Patel
16th May 2017

Cardno (NSW/ACT) Pty Ltd
ABN 95 001 145 035

Peter Alevizos
APP
Level 7,116 Miller Street
North Sydney NSW 2060

Level 9
The Forum
203 Pacific Highway
St Leonards NSW 2065
P O. Box 19
St Leonards NSW 1590

By Email: Peter.Alevizos@app.com.au

Australia

Dear Peter,

Phone: +61 2 9496 7700
Fax

+61 2 9439 5170

RE: WESTERN SYDNEY AIRPORT - COMMERCIAL ENTRY
www.cardno.com.au

As part of the Western Sydney Airport (WSA) - Revised Draft Airport Plan, a
commercial entry (location A) is proposed from The Northern Road (TNR) to access the
cargo, aircraft maintenance and business areas.
Cardno have reviewed the location of the entry point and investigated an alternative
option that will continue to adequately service the needs of the airport and also improve
accessibility and connections with the proposed SmartWest.Sydney and Wallacia
precinct development.
The criteria considered in determining a new entry point being:
•

An access point that is mid-way between the two proposed runways to ensure
safety and functionality requirements of the airport;

•

The four way signalised intersection that will provide direct access to the future
industrial/ commercial areas of Wallacia precinct west of TNR, which are
proposed specifically for servicing the airport precinct.; and

•

The location that will provide improved exit of the vehicles from aircraft
maintenance area to TNR in place of acute turnings as currently proposed with
Location A.

In applying the above criteria, Cardno have reviewed a new intersection (Location B)
approximately 350m to the north from location A from TNR. The proposed geometry will
provide controlled traffic movements to aircraft maintenance and cargo areas. The
proposed location B provides direct access to SmartWest.Sydney and Wallacia precinct
development. It is located mid-way between two runways, approx. 900m from Stage 1
WSA - runway/ flight path and 1100m from Stage 2 WSA - runway/ flight path.
Proposed alignment of TNR traverses in the north-east direction along the airport. The
new intersection B is proposed approx. 600m from the horizontal arc of TNR. This will
provide sufficient sight distance for the south bound traffic travelling to a signalised
intersection at B.
The proposed new intersection option (location B) is shown on plan CDO-SK-001 and
CDO-SK-002.

Australia • Belgium • Canada • Colombia • Ecuador • Germany • Indonesia •
Kenya • New Zealand • Nigeria • Papua New Guinea • Peru • Philippines • Singapore •
United Arab Emirates • United Kingdom • United States • Operations in over 100 countries

Volume 27

1539

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

2

Cardno
Shaping Ihe Future

Should you have any questions or require clarification regarding this proposal, please contact me on 9024
7126.
Yours Sincerely

Mehul Patel
Senior Engineer
Urban Infrastructure
for Cardno
Phone: 94395170
Email: mehul.patel@cardno.com.au
Att: 80217032-SK-00. 80217032-SK-002
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The SmartWest.Sydney proposed access point approximately 300m to the north of the current
RMS proposed access location

uertoin

•,i>cr47tn
i

Revised access point can connect to
Willowdene Avenue and open up the
Western Precinct.

RMS proposed
Access Point

T
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PROPOSED REALIGNMENT OPTION
THE NORTHERN ROAD

LOCATION B
PROPOSED COMMERCIAL
ENTRY TO WESTERN
SYDNEY AIRPORT

LUDDENHAM

LOCATION A
COMMERCIAL ENTRY (AS PER
DRAFT AIRPORT PLAN WESTERN SYDNEY PROJECTS)
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RE: SmartWest.Sydney Request
From:

Louise Waterhouse <louise@waterhouse.to>

To:

jock.sowter@minister.nsw.gov.au, Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>

Cc:

louise@waterhouse.to

Date:

Mon, 23 Oct 2017 14:41:20+1100

Dear Jock,
Hope all is well with you in your busy world.
I was just wondering how things were progressing with addressing our urgent concerns for the
Northern Rd intersection location - which is just 300m metres too south along the Northern Rd away from the ideal location.
And whether there was anything else we can/should do?
Jock, as you would, know the Greater Sydney Commission has released their plans and, as
expected, our western area is not addressed as urban land at this stage - unless we and our
neighbours take the initiative to plan earlier with a self-funded approach.
This is indeed our and our neighbour's plan - with about 700h of amalgamated land - which we
believe will be one of the earlier ways employment land will be created - as most of the areas to
the north, east and west are composed of heavily fragmented holdings - with a complicated
development pathway...
Regardless, the location of SmartWest.Sydney means it will ultimately be urban land with
significant employment capacity (nearly 6,000 jobs just on our lands) and so it is vital that the
planning be future-proofed - so as to avoid very expensive (and embarrassing) changes later on.
I look forward to your feedback.
Thank you again for your help.
Kind regards

Loua&&
Louise S.R. Waterhouse
Hon Consul

Consulate General of the Kingdom of Tonga
Level 6, 73 Walker St, (P.O. Box 238)
North Sydney, NSW 2059, Australia
Ph: + 61 2 9936 2028 Fax: +61 2 9936 2099

From: Louise Waterhouse [mailto:louise@waterhouse.to]
Sent: Wednesday, 18 October 2017 11:01 AM
To: 'jock.sowter@minister.nsw.gov.au' <jock.sowter@minister.nsw.gov.au>; 'Daryl Maguire'
<Da ryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Cc: 'louise Waterhouse (louise@waterhouse.to)' <louise@waterhouse.to>
Subject: SmartWest.Sydney Request
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Dear Jock,
Thank you for taking the time to assist us with our concerns regarding the final planning for the
Northern Road Airport intersection location.
As I mentioned, we met with Mr Ed Scully and Ms Kate Lunney earlier this week and repeated our
concerns about the current location of the Northern Road Airport intersection not being futureproofed an not addressing our future needs - as one of the largest land owners in the area with well advanced planning for the exciting SmartWest concept.
They were polite and receptive but said that in the absence of official planning notification
regarding this area they had not allowed for future access to the area of SmartWest.
The current intersection adjoins land owned by another land owner, Leppington Pastoral
Company - which already has access to their land at Dwyer Rd and also has been public about
their lack of plans for this area - understandable given their priorities in other areas they own to
the south of the airport.
Thank you again for taking up our concerns within the Ministry and the RMS.
Kind regards

LoiM^ey
Louise S.R. Waterhouse
Hon Consul

Consulate General of the Kingdom of Tonga
Level 6, 73 Walker St, (P.O. Box 238)
North Sydney, NSW 2059, Australia
Ph: + 61 2 9936 2028 Fax: +61 2 9936 2099
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Jock Sowter
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Leslie Wells
Wednesday, 8 November 2017 10:57 AM
Jock Sowter
RE: SmartWest.Sydney Request

The location of the intersection within the Western Sydney Airport was specified by the federal Department of
Infrastructure and Regional Development. The location of the intersection was then reviewed by Roads and Maritime
to assess its suitability for the project. The proposed design provides scope for modification to a four-way
intersection format, to support future development west of The Northern Road and Western Sydney Airport.
Roads and Maritime and Transport for NSW's Freight, Strategy and Planning Division reviewed the submission
provided by SmartWest.Sydney in detail and the project team have carried out further consultation with the
organisation since exhibition of the EIS. Following this review and consultation Roads and Maritime and Transport
for NSW have found no compelling reason to modify the location proposed for the intersection.

Kind Regards,
Les Wells
Policy Advisor - Major Projects & Regional NSW
Office of the Minister for Roads, Maritime & Freight
T: +61 2 8574 7300
M:

Follow us on social media:
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NSW

BUILDING a safer
Pacific Highway

GOVERNMENT

$73.2 BILLION
infrastructure

Fast-tracking the
NEW XPT fleet

This message is intended for the addressee named and may contain confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient, please delete it
and notify the sender. Views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender and are not necessarily those of the office of the
Premier.

From: Jock Sowter
Sent: Wednesday, 8 November 2017 10:34 AM
To: Leslie Wells <Leslie.Wells@minister.nsw.gov.au>
Subject: RE: SmartWest.Sydney Request
Flow'd you go with this?

From: Leslie Wells
Sent: Friday, 3 November 2017 4:56 PM
To: Jock Sowter <Jock.Sowter(S)minister.nsw.gov.au>
Subject: RE: SmartWest.Sydney Request
Did you respond with the advice?

l
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Kind Regards,
Les Wells
Policy Advisor - Major Projects & Regional NSW
Office of the Minister for Roads, Maritime & Freight
T: +61 2 8574 7300
M:

Follow us on social media:

NSW
GOVERNMENT

BUILDING a safer
Pacific Highway

$73.2 BILLION
infrastructure

Fast-tracking the
NEW XPT fleet

This message is intended for the addressee named and may contain confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient, please delete it
and notify the sender. Views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender and are not necessarily those of the office of the
Premier.

From: Jock Sowter
Sent: Friday, 3 November 2017 4:08 PM
To: Leslie Wells <Leslie.Wells@minister.nsw.gov.au>
Subject: FW: SmartWest.Sydney Request
Hey mate
This is something Daryl McGuire has brought to me.
Thanks

Jock Sowter
Parliamentary Liaison Officer
Office of the Hon. Melinda Pavey MP
Minister for Roads, Maritime and Freight
Level 17, 52 Martin Place
SYDNEY NSW 2000
Phone: (02) 8574-7327 Mobile:

Fax: (02) 8574 5510

This message is intended for the addressee named and may contain confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient, please delete it
and notify the sender. Views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender and are not necessarily those of the office of Minister
Pavey.
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Follow us on social media:
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From: DE RIDDER Karen [mailto:karen.deridder(5>rms.nsw.gov.au1 On Behalf Of HEAD Steven
Sent: Friday, 3 November 2017 3:56 PM
To: Jock Sowter <Jock.Sowter(5>minister.nsw.gov.au>
Subject: RE: SmartWest.Sydney Request
Hi Jock
Apologies for the delay in responding to this. Our Project team has provided the following information:

Summary of issues:
RMS is deviating The Northern Road off Commonwealth land to enable Airport construction to commence in
April 2020. The proposal was exhibited in an EIS in June and July 2017. Compulsory acquisition has
commenced to enable accelerated delivery of this WSIP project (TNR4).
SmartWest is requesting an intersection proposed to connect with the Western Sydney Airport to be moved
to enable future access (across third party freehold) to their holdings that have not been zoned for
development.
The proposed intersection can be modified in the future to a four-way intersection format, to support future
development west of The Northern Road and Western Sydney Airport.
The Greater Sydney Commission's recently released draft Western City District Plan provides a 20-year plan
to manage growth and identifies the land to the west of the intersection as Metropolitan Rural Area (see
attached).
SmartWest's desire for the location of proposed The Northern Road T intersection with the future Western Sydney
Airport has been subject to numerous representations including correspondence and approaches to the office of the
Minister for Roads, Commonwealth elected representatives, the Deputy Secretary TfNSW, the RMS project team,
DoIRD representatives, the Greater Sydney Commission and other agencies.
Please find attached the most recent response coordinated by TfNSW to correspondence to our Minister's office
before the email to Jock Sowter on 23 October.
SmartWest made a submission to the EIS and the submission has been carefully assessed. The response to be
provided to the Department of Planning and Environment in the submissions report is;
Response
The location of the intersection within the Western Sydney Airport was specified by the federal Department of
Infrastructure and Regional Development. The location of the intersection was then reviewed by Roads and Maritime
to assess its suitability for the project. The proposed design provides scope for modification to a four-way
intersection format, to support future development west of The Northern Road and Western Sydney Airport.
Roads and Maritime and Transport for NSW's Freight, Strategy and Planning Division reviewed the submission
provided by SmartWest.Sydney in detail and the project team have carried out further consultation with the
organisation since exhibition of the EIS. Following this review and consultation Roads and Maritime and Transport
for NSW have found no compelling reason to modify the location proposed for the intersection.
Regards
Karen de Ricider
Executive Assistant

Sydney Planning | Sydney Division
T 02 8849 2433
M

E Karen.deridder@rms.nsw.qov.au
www.rms.nsw.gov.au
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Roads and Maritime Services
27 Argyle Street Parramatta NSW 2150

From: Jock Sowter rmailtoiJock.Sowten^minister.nsw.gov.aul
Sent: Friday, 27 October 2017 9:33 AM
To: HEAD Steven
Cc: Dora Moga
Subject: FW: SmartWest.Sydney Request
Hi Steven
Can you look into the below please?
Thanks

Jock Sowter
Parliamentary Liaison Officer
Office of the Hon. Melinda Pavey MP
Minister for Roads, Maritime and Freight
Level 17, 52 Martin Place
SYDNEY NSW 2000
Phone: (02) 8574-7327 Mobile:

Fax: (02) 8574 5510

This message is intended for the addressee named and may contain confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient, please delete it
and notify the sender. Views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender and are not necessarily those of the office of Minister
Pavey.
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From: Louise Waterhouse fmailto:louise(5)waterhouse.to)
Sent: Monday, 23 October 2017 2:41 PM
To: Jock Sowter cJock.Sowter (5) m inister. nsw.gov.au>; 'Daryl Maguire' <Daryl.Maguire(5)parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Cc: louise@waterhouse.to
Subject: RE: SmartWest.Sydney Request
Dear Jock,
Hope all is well with you in your busy world.
I was just wondering how things were progressing with addressing our urgent concerns for the Northern Rd
intersection location - which is just 300m metres too south along the Northern Rd - away from the ideal location.
And whether there was anything else we can/should do?
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Jock, as you would, know the Greater Sydney Commission has released their plans and, as expected, our western
area is not addressed as urban land at this stage - unless we and our neighbours take the initiative to plan earlier
with a self-funded approach.
This is indeed our and our neighbour's plan - with about 700h of amalgamated land - which we believe will be one
of the earlier ways employment land will be created - as most of the areas to the north, east and west are
composed of heavily fragmented holdings - with a complicated development pathway...
Regardless, the location of SmartWest.Sydney means it will ultimately be urban land with significant employment
capacity (nearly 6,000 jobs just on our lands) and so it is vital that the planning be future-proofed - so as to avoid
very expensive (and embarrassing) changes later on.
I look forward to your feedback.
Thank you again for your help.
Kind regards

Louise/
Louise S.R. Waterhouse
Hon Consul

Consulate General of the Kingdom of Tonga
Level 6, 73 Walker St, (P.O. Box 238)
North Sydney, NSW 2059, Australia
Ph: + 61 2 9936 2028 Fax: +61 2 9936 2099

From: Louise Waterhouse fmailto:louise@waterhouse.to1
Sent: Wednesday, 18 October 2017 11:01 AM
To: 'jock.sowter@minister.nsw.gov.au' cjock.sowter@minister.nsw.gov.au>; 'Daryl Maguire'
<Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>

Cc: 'louise Waterhouse (louise@waterhouse.to)' <louise@waterhouse.to>
Subject: SmartWest.Sydney Request
Dear Jock,
Thank you for taking the time to assist us with our concerns regarding the final planning for the Northern Road
Airport intersection location.
As I mentioned, we met with Mr Ed Scully and Ms Kate Lunney earlier this week and repeated our concerns about
the current location of the Northern Road Airport intersection not being future-proofed an not addressing our
future needs - as one of the largest land owners in the area - with well advanced planning for the exciting
SmartWest concept.
They were polite and receptive but said that in the absence of official planning notification regarding this area they
had not allowed for future access to the area of SmartWest.
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The current intersection adjoins land owned by another land owner, Leppington Pastoral Company - which already
has access to their land at Dwyer Rd and also has been public about their lack of plans for this area - understandable
given their priorities in other areas they own to the south of the airport.
Thank you again for taking up our concerns within the Ministry and the RMS.
Kind regards

LcrUW^
Louise S.R. Waterhouse
Hon Consul

Consulate General of the Kingdom of Tonga
Level 6, 73 Walker St, (P.O. Box 238)
North Sydney, NSW 2059, Australia
Ph: + 61 2 9936 2028 Fax: +61 2 9936 2099

Roads &
Maritime
Before printing, please consider the environment
IMPORTANT NOTICE: This email and any attachment to it are intended only to be read or used by the named addressee. It is confidential and may contain
legally privileged information No confidentiality or privilege is waived or lost by any mistaken transmission to you Roads and Maritime Services is not
responsible for any unauthorised alterations to this email or attachment to it. Views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender, and are not
necessarily the views of Roads and Maritime Services. If you receive this email in error, please immediately delete it from your system and notify the sender.
You must not disclose, copy or use any part of this email if you are not the intended recipient.
T ransport

NSW
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Services
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Jock Sowter
From:

Leslie Wells
Wednesday, 8 November 2017 12:00 PM
Jock Sowter
RE: SmartWest.Sydney Request

Sent:

To:
Subject:

The WISP is a federally funded program we just build what they ask. He needs to take it up with Fletcher. Planning
would also be involved in this.
Tell him you can arrange a meeting with RMS/Transport for NSW in the next sitting period.
Kind Regards,
Les Wells
Policy Advisor - Major Projects & Regional NSW
Office of the Minister for Roads, Maritime & Freight
T: +61 2 8574 7300
M:

Follow us on social media:
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This message is intended for the addressee named and may contain confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient, please delete it
and notify the sender. Views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender and are not necessarily those of the office of the
Premier.

From: Jock Sowter
Sent: Wednesday, 8 November 2017 11:43 AM
To: Leslie Wells <Leslie.Wells@minister.nsw.gov.au>
Subject: FW: SmartWest.Sydney Request
What are your thoughts?

From: Daryl Maguire [mailto: Daryl. Maguire ^parliament. nsw.Rov.aul
Sent: Wednesday, 8 November 2017 11:42 AM
To: Jock Sowter <Jock.Sowter@minister.nsw.Rov.au>
Subject: RE: SmartWest.Sydney Request
That means the land is locked and undevelopable by the owner !!!!!, go back again and please do not accept their
BS, find a way to help

From: Jock Sowter rmailto:Jock.Sowter(Q)minister.nsw.qov.aul
Sent: Wednesday, 8 November 2017 11:00 AM
To: Daryl Maguire
Subject: SmartWest.Sydney Request
l
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Hi Daryl
After speaking with RMS and advisers in our office, please see advice below:

The location of the intersection within the Western Sydney Airport was specified by the federal Department of
Infrastructure and Regional Development. The location of the intersection was then reviewed by Roads and Maritime
to assess its suitability for the project. The proposed design provides scope for modification to a four-way
intersection format, to support future development west of The Northern Road and Western Sydney Airport.
Roads and Maritime and Transport for NSW's Freight, Strategy and Planning Division reviewed the submission
provided by SmartWest.Sydney in detail and the project team have carried out further consultation with the
organisation since exhibition of the EIS. Following this review and consultation Roads and Maritime and Transport
for NSW have found no compelling reason to modify the location proposed for the intersection.

Thanks

Jock Sowter
Parliamentary Liaison Officer
Office of the Hon. Melinda Pavey MP
Minister for Roads, Maritime and Freight
Level 17, 52 Martin Place
SYDNEY NSW 2000
Phone: (02) 8574-7327 Mobile:

Fax: (02) 8574 5510

This message is intended for the addressee named and may contain confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient, please delete it
and notify the sender. Views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender and are not necessarily those of the office of Minister
Pavey.
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Jock Sowter
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Walker < Paul.Walker@gpt.com.au>
Friday, 10 August 2018 11:16AM
Jock Sowter
RE: Future Proofing TNR for Fresh Food Precinct on Waterhouse Land in WSA
Western Precinct

Hi Jock
Thanks for getting back to me so quickly.
Since that advice below, we have been having very positive discussions with the Sydney Markets and other parts of government including the
Dept of Primary Industries about creating an Agri-tech precinct on the Waterhouse land. The location bordering the commercial entry of the
WSA is perfectly located to facilitate a customs bonded export food clearance facility for direct shipment into key international markets. This
would provide significant employment opportunities and economic value for the NSW economy.
We believe this now presents a compelling reason to modify the proposed location of the intersection.
Would be great to discuss this with you further.
Paul

From: Jock Sowter <Jock.Sowter@minister.nsw.gov.au>
Sent: Friday, 10 August 2018 11:06 AM
To: Paul Walker <Paul.Walker@gpt.com.au>
Subject: RE: Future Proofing TNR for Fresh Food Precinct on Waterhouse Land in WSA Western Precinct
Hi Paul
Please see advice below:

The location of the intersection within the Western Sydney Airport was specified by the federal Department of
Infrastructure and Regional Development. The location of the intersection was then reviewed by Roads and Maritime
to assess its suitability for the project. The proposed design provides scope for modification to a four-way
intersection format, to support future development west of The Northern Road and Western Sydney Airport.
Roads and Maritime and Transport for NSW's Freight, Strategy and Planning Division reviewed the submission
provided by SmartWest.Sydney in detail and the project team have carried out further consultation with the
organisation since exhibition of the EIS. Following this review and consultation Roads and Maritime and Transport
for NSW have found no compelling reason to modify the location proposed for the intersection.
Thanks

Jock Sowter
Parliamentary Liaison Officer
Office of the Hon. Melinda Pavey MP
Minister for Roads, Maritime and Freight
Level 17, 52 Martin Place
SYDNEY NSW 2000
Phone: (02) 8574-7327 Mobile:
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From: Paul Walker <Paul.Walker@gpt.com.au>
Sent: Friday, 10 August 2018 8:38 AM
To: Jock Sowter <Jock.Sowter@minister.nsw.gov.au>
Subject: FW: Future Proofing TNR for Fresh Food Precinct on Waterhouse Land in WSA Western Precinct
Hi Jock
A bit more background to our discussion last night below. Look forward to taking you through it.
Paul

From: Louise Waterhouse <louise@waterhouse.to>
Sent: Thursday, 9 August 2018 5:59 PM
To: cecelia.j.kerma@rms.nsw.gov.au: Ken.Kanofski@rms.nsw.gov.au
Cc: 'Cahill, Geoffrey' <Geoffrey.Cahill@transport.nsw.gov.au>; Paul Walker <Paul.Walker@gpt.com.au>; Louise
Tonga <louise@waterhouse.to>
Subject: Future Proofing TNR for Fresh Food Precinct on Waterhouse Land in WSA Western Precinct

Dear Cecelia.
It was good to talk with regarding our request to meet with Mr Kanofski (and hopefully also Mr Geoff
Cahill) at the earliest convenience.
It is important that we bring Mr Kanofski up to date with the major change in consensus of the main
stakeholders in land use west of the new airport for a Fresh Food Precinct.
Our Waterhouse Land is a 233h parcel adjoining (and sharing) the western boundary of the Western Sydney
Airport (rainbow coloured on the attached map).
Paul Walker (Director GPT - which is interested to build the precinct) and I have been liaising with
Department of Industry, the Fanners Federation, Department of Planning, WSAco, Sydney Markets and
also high-tech fresh food export companies such as Alibaba - who are all calling for this Fresh Food
Precinct immediately west of the Western Sydney Airport.
You may be aware of the recent paper: Growing NSW’s Food Economy, and of the conclusion by DPI and
NSW Farmers that: ‘A fresh food precinct at the airport alone would create in excess of 10.000 jobs for the
region.’

Volume 27

1555

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

E17/0144/AS-09-004/PR-0010 D10544401

We all see the potential for the Waterhouse Land to be the centrepiece and catalyst for the this Fresh Food
Precinct. Indeed, the whole area immediately west of the WSA is critical with potential to grow to a 1000+
hectare Fresh Food Precinct geared up for lucrative perishable food air freight export.
WSAco have suggested we liaise directly with you because the location of the Northern Rd Airport South
Intersection, with through access to the west, is critical in opening up this FF precinct and connecting to the
cargo end of the airport.
It is worth noting the RMS told us they originally positioned the location of TNR Airport South Intersection
as a dead-end (into private land with no medium term development aspiration) because there was a vacuum
in planning for future land uses to the west - well before this state significant Fresh Food Precinct land use
was identified.
This has changed.
Future-proofing access to The Northern Rd is now essential and only requires a relatively minor 350m
location adjustment (designed by Cardno as attached and reviewed by Jacobs) to The Northern Rd Airport
South Intersection sliding 350m up the road to the north which still fits within the location parameters
required by DIRD.
Also this relocation of the intersection will be a solution for access issues potentially created by the OSO in
this area - which we have been discussing with Mr Geoff Cahill of Transport for NSW.
I look forward to arranging a meeting with Mr Kanofski, Mr Geoff Cahill, Mr Paul Walker and myself at
the earliest possible convenience.
Kind regards
lovu&e;
Louise Waterhouse
Director
Waterhouse Group
Level 6, 73 Walker St
North Sydney
NSW 2060
Australia
Ph: +61 2 9936 2000

Paul Walker
Development Director, Retail & Mixed Use
The GPT Group
Level 51, MLC Centre, 19 Martin Place, Sydney, NSW, 2000
Phone: +61 2 8239 3506
Mobile: +
Fax: +61 2 9225 9318
Email: Paul.Walker@qDt.com.au
www.qpt.com.au
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GPT

The GPT Group

GPT acknowledges the Traditional
Custodians of the land, and pays
respect to all E Iders both past
and present

This email (including attachments) is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient you must not copy, use, disclose, distribute or rely on the information
contained in it. If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the email from your system.
Confidentiality and legal privilege attached to this communication are not waived or lost by reason of mistaken delivery to you. GPT does not guarantee that
this email or the attachment(s) are unaffected by computer virus, corruption or other defects GPT may monitor incoming and outgoing emails for compliance
with its Email Policy. Please note that our servers may not be located in your country.

Paul Walker
Development Director, Retail & Mixed Use
The GPT Group
Level 51, MLC Centre, 19 Martin Place, Sydney, NSW, 2000
Phone: +61 2 8239 3506
Mobile:
Fax: +61 2 9225 9318
Email: Paul.Walker@gpt.com.au
www.qpt.com.au

GPT

The GPT Group

GPT .acknowledge* the Traditional
Custodians of the land, and pays
respect to all E Iders both past
and present.

This email (including attachments) is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient you must not copy, use, disclose, distribute or rely on the information
contained in it. If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete the email from your system.
Confidentiality and legal privilege attached to this communication are not waived or lost by reason of mistaken delivery to you. GPT does not guarantee that
this email or the attachment(s) are unaffected by computer virus, corruption or other defects. GPT may monitor incoming and outgoing emails for compliance
with its Email Policy. Please note that our servers may not be located in your country.
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RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN INVESTIGATORS PAUL GRAINGER AND
TIM FOX OF THE INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION AND
ALEXANDRA TIERNEY AT WAGGA WAGGA CIVIC CENTRE ON 31 OCTOBER
2018
TIME:

12.34PM

PRESENT:

INVESTIGATOR PAUL GRAINGER
INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX
ALEXANDRA TIERNEY

GRAINGER:

This is an electronic interview between Paul Grainger and
Alexandra Tierney, being conducted at the Wagga Wagga Civic Centre.
The date is the 31st of October, 2018, and the time is now 12.34pm by
my watch. Other than myself, there are two other people present. For
voice ID, I'll, I will ask them to state their names. Starting you, starting
with you, Alexandra.

TIERNEY:

Alexandra Tierney.

GRAINGER:

Tim?

FOX:

Tim Fox.

GRAINGER:

Would you prefer to be called Alexandra or Alex?

TIERNEY:

Alex is fine.

GRAINGER:

Alex is fine?

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. Alex, have you given your consent to have this interview recorded?

TIERNEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Alex, the Commission is undertaking an investigation into an allegation
that since 2012, Mr Daryl Maguire, the former member for
Wagga Wagga, engaged in con- conduct that involved a breach of the
public trust by using his public office, involving his duties whilst a
member of the New South Wales Parliament, and the use of
parliamentary resources, to improperly gain a benefit for himself, a
company called G8way International, and any associated persons. So
that's the scope of what we're looking at. It's pretty broad.

TIERNEY:

OK.

GRAINGER:

Do you understand that?
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TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. Now, Alex, can you give me your full name, please.

TIERNEY:

Yep. Alexandra Kate Tierney.

GRAINGER:

Your date of birth.

TIERNEY:
GRAINGER:

Your best contact number?

TIERNEY:
GRAINGER:

And email address?

TIERNEY:
10

15

.

GRAINGER:

Was Mack your maiden name, was it?

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Yes.

TIERNEY:

Yep. M-A-C-K. Yep.

GRAINGER:

And your current address?

TIERNEY:

.

GRAINGER:

Is that a suburb of Wagga, is it?

TIERNEY:

Wagga. Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. Alex, can I ask you to read that onto the record for me, please.

TIERNEY:

Yep. "This statement made by me accurately sets out the evidence which
I would be prepared, if necessary, to give in Court as a witness. The
statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief, and I make it
knowing, if it is tendered in evidence, I shall be liable to prosecution if I
have wilfully stated in it anything which I know to be false or do believe
to be true - do not believe to be true. I am 28 years of age."

25

GRAINGER:

Thank you, Alex. I'll just adopt some of the things I told you before
record, the start of the recording. As I said to you, this is a voluntary
process. You are under no obligation to take part in an interview. You
may leave at any time, and you may refuse to answer any question I ask
of you or Tim asks of you.

30

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

The Commission is, is not exercising a coercive power at this time. Do
you understand each of those points?

TIERNEY:

Yes.

20
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GRAINGER:

During the interview, Tim and I, Tim and I may ask you a series of
questions, and we may show you some documents. You're under no
obligation to say or do anything unless you wish to do so in relation to
those questions -

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

- or those documents. You understand that?

TIERNEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Now, as I explained to you, this investigation may become - sorry, will
become part of the Commission's information holdings, and it may be
used, as I explained to you, in any purpose the Commission sees fit,
including a public inquiry of what happens, a formal report, a, a criminal
prosecution that may result from the Commission's investigation -

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

- or, if you are still a public sector employee, it could be used for
disciplinary action against you.

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

But you're not, so you don't have to worry about that part of it.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And as I said to you before, we understand that you may be a personal
friend, or may have been employed in, Mr Maguire's electorate office for
some time, and you may have considerable loyalty to him. However, I
need to advise you that the, the allegations under investigation are
serious. With that in mind, please be advised that, pursuant to the
Independent Commission Against Corruption Act, it is a criminal offence
to deliberately, deliberately provide false or misleading information to an
officer of the Commission exercising their functions under the Act. Any
information you provide in this interview needs to be true to the best of
your knowledge and belief. Do you understand that?

TIERNEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

If it is established that you have provided false or misleading information
to the Commission or to Tim and I during the interview, you may be
criminal- criminally prosecuted. Do you understand?

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So there is no misunderstanding at all, that both Tim and I are
Commission officers, and this interview is part of our functions under the
Act.

TIERNEY:

OK. Yep.

GRAINGER:

Now, that's a lot to absorb. Do you have any questions?
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TIERNEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

Yep. Are you certain that you understand everything I've told you so far?

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

OK. Alex, when did you start working in Mr Maguire's office?

TIERNEY:

In May of 2015.

GRAINGER:

OK. What role did you have?

TIERNEY:

So, when I started, I was the electorate officer 1, which is the junior of
the two roles. Yep.

GRAINGER:

So, at that time, who was also working in the office?

TIERNEY:

Brenda was working and Margaret was working as well. And then I was
full-time, and I didn't job-share when I first started.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

TIERNEY:

So it was the three of us. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, you were the full-time EO1.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And Brenda and Margaret shared the EO2 role.

TIERNEY:

The EO2. Yep.

GRAINGER:

And do they work cer- certain set days?

TIERNEY:

Yeah, they did. They - well, it was - Brenda did four days in a row and
Margaret did five, split up over two weeks.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. So - and did you progress to another role later on?

TIERNEY:

Yeah. So, when I came back from maternity leave, I was the EO2.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, Margaret had left at that point in time?

TIERNEY:

Margaret had retired. And then Brenda and I job-share in the EO2 role.

GRAINGER:

So, when did you come back from maternity leave, roughly?

TIERNEY:

November 2017. So I did it from November until when we were made
redundant.

GRAINGER:

So, how long did you have off in that period of time? As in, the-
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TIERNEY:

Well, 12 months. I came in for a couple of days here and there. But I
had nearly, yeah, 12 months' maternity leave.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, you were absent generally from November 2016-

TIERNEY:

16 to-

GRAINGER:

-to November 2016.

TIERNEY:

Yep. 17.

GRAINGER:

And you came in occasion - sorry, 17.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

You came in occasionally to, to fill in, did you?

TIERNEY:

To fill in days when they needed it.

GRAINGER:

As an ATS type thing?

TIERNEY:

Yeah, I guess so.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Well, the EO, EO1 role was - no, it was EO1. So, if they were on leave, I
could come in and do days.

GRAINGER:

OK. So-

TIERNEY:

If that-

GRAINGER:

-you filled in for Megan Tuck. Is that right?

TIERNEY:

Or Adriana, if she was still there.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, let's, let's break it up into two separate parts.

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

When you were - hold the - holding the EO1 position

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- what, what were your duties? What did you do?
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TIERNEY:

So, we did - so, we got the newspapers, we did the mail, any constituent
inquiries, the EO1 was the first point of call. We did a lot of JP services.
That was a big part of the role. We did -

GRAINGER:

As in, signing as a JP?

TIERNEY:

Yep. Yep. Taking copies and signing. We did congratulatory messages
for 90th birthdays, 80th birthdays, wedding anniversaries. We sent out
21st and 18th birthday cards. And just provided support for the EO2 like
filing and photocopying.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So, as an EO1, did you have any involvement with Mr Maguire's diary,
or -

TIERNEY:

Not very often. Like it's primarily the EO2 role.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

TIERNEY:

We would get copies of the itinerary. But we didn't have - in EO1, you
had no need to make appointments, really, or do much with the diary,
because it was controlled by EO2.

GRAINGER:

No. So, when you progressed - you returned from maternity leave -

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

- and came back as the EO2 -

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- what duties did you have then?

TIERNEY:

So, the diary was the big thing. So, we looked after Daryl's itinerary,
making flight bookings to Parliament, more senior things with the - like
write - letter-writing.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

TIERNEY:

Responding to constituents. It's more of a personal – like as an executive
assistant to Daryl than what the EO2 - EO1 was.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Yep. Did you - so, there would be your work as electorate officer -

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

- working as an EO2, which would have, you know, responsibilities you
discussed as, you know, service constituents and hand them
correspondence.
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Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

Was Daryl in the habit of using the staff to do personal things as well?
Like book holidays and things like that?

TIERNEY:

Yeah, we did do that. We booked - we either booked or looked into
bookings for, say, when he went on holidays to visit his daughter in
Noosa.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

TIERNEY:

That's pretty much it, though, for holidays. He only really went to Noosa
to visit his daughter, I made a few bookings in Noosa.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

TIERNEY:

But yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, the period that you'd been working for Daryl.

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

What do you - when do you understand he'd went on holidays? Was it a
regular thing, or - and where did he go?

TIERNEY:

No, not very often.

GRAINGER:

Workaholic?

TIERNEY:

I didn't know him to take - yeah, I didn't know, know him to take much
leave at all. Only over the time when his son-in-law got sick and when
his daughter got married.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

But apart from that, he would take time off in, I think, June, July, when
there was a break in Parliament. But yeah, not much else.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

When you were away on maternity leave, did you keep in contact with
the office and sort of kept your finger on the pulse?

TIERNEY:

Little bit. We - well, I'd come in for morning tea and bring Thomas, and
I'm close with the girls that I worked with. So I would come in like that.
But not often enough to real - we didn't discuss work when I was there.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

And I didn't know, at that stage, I would come back as EO2 as well. So I
didn't really feel the need to be too worried about what was going on at
work.

GRAINGER:

Probably had enough on your plate.
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TIERNEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, did you know Daryl before you started to work in his office?

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

And how did you know him?

TIERNEY:

So, I did the Ms Wagga quest. Which is a - well, it's an institution in
Wagga that's been going on for seven years. And I was an entrant, and
then I was a title-holder. Which meant that you go to functions and
things with the Mayor and the local member and the federal member as
well, as well as councillors and businesspeople. And so, I met Daryl
when I was an entrant or title-holder for that and that was in 2012. And
then I went to China as part of my - our trip. You win a trip as the
title-holder to meet our sister city in China, Germany or America. And
our trip was to China. And it was with the delegation from, from Wagga.
So, the Mayor and his wife went. Some business owners went. And
Daryl was there as well. And so, I got to know him more on that, on that
trip.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, when was that, when was that trip?

TIERNEY:

2012, I was the title-holder.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So, you went to Kunming?

TIERNEY:

Yes. We did, yep.

GRAINGER:

And so, Adriana Lions worked in the office for a while as well.

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

And she was a former Ms Wagga Wagga.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

When would - when did she hold the title?

TIERNEY:

She was, I think, the year after me.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Either the year after or the year after that, like one or two years. Yep.

GRAINGER:

So, I'll come back to the trip. We can - we'll go through some of that and
you can tell us what you remember. How would you describe your
relationship with Mr Maguire? I mean, are you a friend or - is that an
accurate description?
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TIERNEY:

I would say, yeah, like a friend. Especially now that we don't work
together. I mean, I wouldn't call him my friend when I was working for
him. He was my boss. So, yeah but friend would be fine for now.

GRAINGER:

You've, you've kept in contact. Is that -

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Yep. OK.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Did you join the Liberal Party at all, at any point in time?

TIERNEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

Were you asked to?

TIERNEY:

No. I wasn't asked to. I think -

GRAINGER:

Others in the office were?

TIERNEY:

Yeah. I think that was when I was on maternity leave.

GRAINGER:

What, what, what I would like to do is just run through some names with
you, of people. And just tell me if you know who they are and what you
understand their relationship with Daryl is.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. Gordon Tse. T-S-E.

TIERNEY:

No. I've seen his business card, but I don't know any - anything about
him.

GRAINGER:

So, where have you seen his business card?

TIERNEY:

We just have a stack of business cards in the office. Yep. That was just
one that I've -

GRAINGER:

One of them?

TIERNEY:

Yep. One that I've probably seen there. Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. What about Joe Alha?

TIERNEY:

No. I don't know him.

GRAINGER:

A property developer from Sydney?

TIERNEY:

No, I don't know, yeah. I don't know him.

GRAINGER:

What about Jimmy Liu? L-I-U.

TIERNEY:

I know Jimmy and I've met him.
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GRAINGER:

Tell me about Jimmy.

TIERNEY:

So, he's with UWE. And I do - before the shop, I've had my own event
management business for four years. And so, I did some work with him
at his oaten hay processing plant in Leeton. So, they had an opening, and
I organised it for him.

GRAINGER:

OK. When was that?

TIERNEY:

It was before I had Thomas. But I don't know if it was '15 or '16. It
could have been when I was - I could find out. But it's - yeah, 2015 or
16. Before - yeah.

GRAINGER:

And that was the opening of the plant, was it?

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. And where, where's the plant site?

TIERNEY:

Leeton.

GRAINGER:

Did Leeton fall into this electorate?

TIERNEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

It's in Griffith, is it? Murray, sorry, Murray.

TIERNEY:

Murray. Yep. Murray. Yep. It's near, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, what's Jimmy's relationship to Daryl?

TIERNEY:

I just thought they were friends, like, yeah. I didn't know too much more
about how he knew him. But they were, they were friendly. They, they
seemed to be good friends.

GRAINGER:

Was he someone that contacted the office all the time?

TIERNEY:

No. Hardly ever.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, the basis of you believing they were friends is through observations,
is it?

TIERNEY:

Yeah. Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. Did Jimmy ever come to the electorate office?

TIERNEY:

Yes, he did once. And it was around the time that I was organising this
for his opening.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Yep. I met him then.
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GRAINGER:

Did Daryl tip Jimmy into you to do that work for him?

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

Do you know if they had any business activities together?

TIERNEY:

No, I don't know.

GRAINGER:

OK. Did, did Daryl go to the opening?

TIERNEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Did the member Adrian Piccoli go?

TIERNEY:

Yes. Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. Who else went?

TIERNEY:

I think the - so, I invited mayors of the region. And I think the Griffith
mayor came. We had like a - there was a list of councillors. So we
invited all, all the councils from sort of around the area. And then there
was a list that UWE gave me of people, I guess, they have done business
with, or they wanted on the invite list. Our - I don't know if our Mayor at
the time went or not, the Wagga one. Barry O'Farrell was there. That's all
I can recall.

GRAINGER:

So, what, what was - and, and no disrespect intended -

TIERNEY:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

- but what was the big deal about an oaten hay plant at Leeton?

TIERNEY:

It was a really major investment in the area. It was a huge, a huge amount
of money was spent on the processing plant, and it was a big investment
in the area. A lot of people that worked there were from that, you know,
from the area.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Yeah. So, it was -

GRAINGER:

So, a big employer.

TIERNEY:

- it was a big employer. Yep.

GRAINGER:

As - all right. OK. I've never seen it, so I don't know how large it is, or -

TIERNEY:

It's a huge operation.

GRAINGER:

OK.
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TIERNEY:

Big infrastructure. And they was - UWE was investing a lot in, yeah, in
opening it up, and the, and their business.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, you had Daryl, the member for here. Adrian Piccoli, who at the
time would have been the Minister for Education, I think?

TIERNEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And you had the Premier there.

TIERNEY:

He wasn't the Premier at the time?

GRAINGER:

What was he? He was - left Parliament, had he?

TIERNEY:

He had left Parliament.

GRAINGER:

Oh, OK.

TIERNEY:

Yeah. I don't think he was the - I don't believe he was the Premier at that
time.

GRAINGER:

So, Mike Baird would've been the Premier.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And he wasn't invited?

TIERNEY:

Whether he - yeah, he was invited, but I don't think he came.

GRAINGER:

Yep. So, what, what -

TIERNEY:

We invited it - yeah. I mean, I would have copies of the invite list. But
we invited a lot of people. Because we wanted to get a lot of people
there and a lot of coverage to the event.

GRAINGER:

Did Daryl arrange for Barry O'Farrell to attend?

TIERNEY:

He was just on a list. I did all the, I did all the inviting. So I had a, a
copy of the invitation and I sent them out.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

All right. Do you know Tim Lakos?

TIERNEY:

No. Never heard of that name.

GRAINGER:

He owns a comp- company of Country Garden?

TIERNEY:

Oh -

GRAINGER:

A comp -

TIERNEY:

- here in Wagga?
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GRAINGER:

No.

TIERNEY:

Yep. Oh. No.

GRAINGER:

No. Did Jimmy Liu live in Wagga?

TIERNEY:

I believe he lives in Sydney.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

What about William Luong? L-U-O-N-G.

TIERNEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

No? Don't know that name? Yep. Nissan Sunito? Owns a company
called Oceanic.

TIERNEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

A Mr Li, or a Ho Yuen Li? No?

TIERNEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK. Maggie Wang?

TIERNEY:

Maggie? She might've been a friend of Daryl's. She would've called the
office. Maggie, her name is?

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

TIERNEY:

Daryl did have a friend who, yeah, who used to call the - or, either call
the office or speak to him on, on the phone. Whether that's her or not,
I'm - I never had any dealings with her.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, do you recall answering calls where she was asking to speak to
Daryl?

TIERNEY:

Maybe then passed it on. Yeah. It - I'm not sure where she's from.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

What about Louise Waterhouse?

TIERNEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

What do you know about Louise?

TIERNEY:

I was arranging a meeting for her this year. Yeah, this year.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Yep.
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GRAINGER:

And what was that about?

TIERNEY:

It was in Sydney. I don't know if it was about water? There was arranging a meeting for - with the New South Wales water. Whether that
was one that was for her - all I know is that there was a meeting, and then
we had to put it back, and I don't know whether it went ahead.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

I'll come to all that. I'm not sure how -

TIERNEY:

Yeah. I'm trying to remember.

GRAINGER:

- you've - given what you can recall at this point in time.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

What about Phil Elliott?

TIERNEY:

Is he a Member of Parliament?

GRAINGER:

No. That's -

TIERNEY:

Oh.

GRAINGER:

- that's David Elliott.

TIERNEY:

Oh.

GRAINGER:

No?

TIERNEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

Phil Elliott is a local person here in Wagga.

TIERNEY:

Oh, OK. No.

GRAINGER:

OK. And, and Louise, Louise Waterhouse, I assume, is not a resident of
Wagga.

TIERNEY:

No. I think she's from Sydney.

GRAINGER:

OK. Just bear with me while I - did you ever job-share with Adriana?

TIERNEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

As EO1?

TIERNEY:

We - yep. EO1. Yep, we were both EO1. And then we were, and then
she was EO2 but then left -

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

- to go to Brisbane. Yep.
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GRAINGER:

So, in, in the timeline of things, and so we -

TIERNEY:

Early on. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Early on, was it?

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So, you worked full-time and job-shared with Adriana?

TIERNEY:

So, I worked full-time in the beginning. And then Adriana was, she was
brought onboard. And she was three days and I was, yeah, two.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So, why did you change from full-time to -

TIERNEY:

It - Daryl had always liked it to be job-share. And I did know that when
he employed me. And I've always had my events. So it suited me to
always works- part-time.

GRAINGER:

OK. All right.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Now, the - within the office of - when you were in the electorate office and we've gone through the different roles you've held - it's our
understanding that there were - you each had a personal email account.

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

And there was a Wagga Wagga electorate account.

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm. Yep.

GRAINGER:

Who had access to what account?

TIERNEY:

So, everyone had access to everyone's account except for Megan. She
just sort of wouldn't share her - access to her email address. It was
always that we could see each others'. So then, because we job-share, if
someone needed to go in and look at our emails or our sent emails, they
could. They could view but not send from. I believe that was the setting.
So, you'd go and look at our emails, but not then get on and send an
email saying it was from me if I wasn't in, under my log-in. And then we
all had access to send and rec- like, send and look at emails of the
electorate office.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, each had view had access to each others' emails accounts except
Megan.
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TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

And you could view and -

TIERNEY:

She could see all ours, though. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Oh, you - she had access to yours and what - OK.

TIERNEY:

She could see all - yeah. Yep.

GRAINGER:

And everyone could read and write to the electorate office account.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

What about Daryl's account?

TIERNEY:

No. No, we didn't have access to - no.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

No, we didn't see his.

GRAINGER:

So, did - for the time that you worked there, to your knowledge, did
anyone have access to Daryl's account?

TIERNEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

So, is that -

TIERNEY:

When I worked there, I really don't think so.

GRAINGER:

- is that no, you don't know, or no, they didn't?

TIERNEY:

No, I don't think they did.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, we'd be safe to assume that any email that originates from
Daryl's account will be sent by Daryl.

TIERNEY:

I would assume so. Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. What about - we understand, were you in the office when he was
the Whip?

TIERNEY:

I think when I first started, he was the Whip.

GRAINGER:

Mmm. Did he have some staff in Sydney?

TIERNEY:

Yeah, he had Nicole.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And who, who, who was Nicole?

TIERNEY:

She was like a staffer for him. And I think it was ATS.

Volume 27

1573

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

5

10

15

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Yep, who’d work at Parliament House with him maybe two days a week.

GRAINGER:

All right. And was there someone called Rebecca?

TIERNEY:

So, yeah. Rebecca, she is at Parliament House. But I don't think she
worked for him. I think she just works at Parliament House. Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. And how do you know - what do you know of her at
Parliament House?

TIERNEY:

She's just been like someone that we can call for help if we need it.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

TIERNEY:

Yeah. I don't know much -

GRAINGER:

Is she in a particular office there, or -

TIERNEY:

Is she got something to do with the Whip?

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

That could be it. Yep.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall speaking for - with Rebecca?

TIERNEY:

Hardly ever. But yeah, I would've spoken to her. Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

And I think if you're organising leave, like, if the Parliament is sitting,
but they have to go to an event, we would put in leave, "For Daryl to
attend event." And that form went to Rebecca.

GRAINGER:

And she'd organise it -

TIERNEY:

And she'd approve it. Yeah. Or get it approved.

GRAINGER:

OK. What do you know about an organisation called the APFG?

TIERNEY:

So, I know it's Asia Pacific Friendship Group.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

TIERNEY:

And Daryl was Chair of that. I never personally had too much to do with
it. Sometimes things would come addressed to Daryl, and he would say,
"Well, forward it on to someone else on the committee." He'd just write
it, who to send it onto, and we'd scan it and email it to someone else in
the group. That's pretty much it.

GRAINGER:

Do you know what it did?

TIERNEY:

Not really.
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GRAINGER:

Do you recall who - for - well, who the group was made up of? Other
parliamentarians?

TIERNEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

Don't know?

TIERNEY:

I know s - yeah, no. I don't, I don't know who else was on there.

GRAINGER:

OK. What about Consul Generals? Do you recall that at all?

TIERNEY:

Seen letters come in from Consul Generals, probably.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So -

TIERNEY:

Usually invitations.

GRAINGER:

Both - when you were the EO1, which I understand you probably
wouldn't have much to do with -

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- that organisation. But as the EO2, when you came back, there was
organising Daryl's diary.

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm. Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

If it wasn't the EO2s who were organising the APFG, who was?

TIERNEY:

I don't - what, what - I don't know what he had to do for it, though. I just
assumed when he went to Sydney, that's when he met with the
Asia Pacific Friendship Group. If he would tell us to scan something and
email off, we'd do that, but I don't know what he did in that role. And
there was a lot of things that - he was quite capable, so he would just, if
there was something to do, he would just get it done rather than getting
us to do every little thing for him. So, yeah, I never really had much to
do with it. I was never asked to -

GRAINGER:

OK. Did anyone ever ask - and I know I asked whether you actually said
to Daryl -

TIERNEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- what, what is this group, what's it all do? Simply out of curiosity.

TIERNEY:

Nope.

GRAINGER:

From time to time, Daryl would have to do, complete disclosures to
Parliament and to the Premier and Cabinet department.

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.
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GRAINGER:

Were you involved in the preparing of those?

TIERNEY:

No. Not preparing of them, no.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you recall just - with - speaking with a person by the name of
Patricia Broderick?

TIERNEY:

She was with the Asia Pacific Friendship Group. Not speaking to her,
no.

GRAINGER:

OK. But you were aware of -

TIERNEY:

I-

GRAINGER:

- she had something to do with it.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. Can we just go back to Jimmy Liu for a second, please.

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

UWE.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Other than the plant here at Leeton, does Jimmy have some other facility
somewhere?

TIERNEY:

Not that I know of. Only this one in Leeton.

GRAINGER:

OK. Have you heard of Currabubula Station?

TIERNEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

Just bear with me for a second. I've gotta find something to show you.
Do you recall organising travel for Daryl to attend meetings with UWE?

TIERNEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK. I'll find this eventually to show you. Don't worry. It's a bit
difficult. As part of the Commission's investigation, we have obtained
the email accounts from Parliament. And this is a, an email dated the
20th of February, 2018.

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

At 18 - 6:34 and 38 seconds in the evening. And each of these
documents, we give a reference number to so we can keep track of them.
So this is Commission reference D10521462. And it's an email from
Daryl to you. And in the email he says - I'll show you, this to you in a
sec - he says, "I need to go to Sydney for a dinner with UWE, meet new
investors. Book Qantas 4pm home at 8.00 the next morning, Friday.
T/A."

TIERNEY:

T/A. Okay yep.
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GRAINGER:

OK? So, he's asked you to book a flight for him to go to Sydney to see,
see UWE and meet new investors.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Do you know what that was about?

TIERNEY:

I don't know what it was about.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall booking the travel for him?

TIERNEY:

It sort of depends if - because we job-shared, and that was at night-time,
and I didn't have access to my emails, I would have either got in in the
morning and booked it, 'cause I wouldn't have seen it that night, or
Brenda would have picked it up, booked the flights, and -

GRAINGER:

So, this was a Tuesday.
Wednesday.

TIERNEY:

And I was - so, Brenda had some time off this year. But it - I think she
was working then. So I was doing Monday, Tuesday. And she would
usually do Wednesday, Thursday, Friday. 'Cause I had care for Thomas
Monday, Tuesday.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

All right. So, your understanding of the requirements for travel for
members of Parliament.

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

They have a certain allowance they're given each year. They're to be spend it on a number of things to operate their electorate office.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

25

GRAINGER:

Including travel to and from Sydney, and whatever else they need.
Phones and stamps and things. So - and there's restrictions put on that,
what they can use it for. So, do you think that going to Sydney for a
dinner with UWE to meet investors was something that would've been
booked using the LSA?

30

TIERNEY:

Probably.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Yeah. We probably would've booked it that way. Unless - because he
always had to go up to Parliament to do signing. So, there was always a
reason to go into Parliament. I mean, whether that was the case that time
or not. But he would specifically say, if, you know, like, on holidays,
"Use my credit card." And so, we would know then to use a credit card.
But otherwise, probably for that, if I had got - if I had booked it, I
probably would've just done the normal -
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GRAINGER:

Normal book through -

TIERNEY:

Yeah, normal -

GRAINGER:

- through, through Carlson Wagonlit or -

TIERNEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- FCM or whatever they're called now. And, and booked it.

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm. Yep. Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, on the, on the - reading the email, he says, "I need to go to
Sydney." So that would be indicating that he's not already going, for
some reason.

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm. Yep.

GRAINGER:

"For dinner with UWE" which is the purpose of the trip.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

"To meet new investors. Book Qantas 4pm." This might be a 4pm flight
out of Wagga to Sydney, is it?

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And home at 8.00 the next morning, Friday.

TIERNEY:

Yeah, OK.

GRAINGER:

So, he got up 4 o'clock, come back at 8.00. So he's really going to -

TIERNEY:

The next day.

GRAINGER:

- going to dinner.

TIERNEY:

Yep. Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, on the face of that - and I know you, you can't recall whether
you booked it or not.

TIERNEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

But on the face, without any other information, that appears -

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- perhaps an invalid use of the LSA, on face.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. Were there times in the office where you were asked to do things not, not of that, for example, which you've probably given much thought
to - that you held concerns about what they were, what you were being
asked to do?
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TIERNEY:

Hmm. It's, it's hard to say. So, I didn't feel comfortable with doing
something -

GRAINGER:

Well -

TIERNEY:

- that Daryl asked me to do, do you mean? Or -

GRAINGER:

More, more, more along the lines of, you know what the responsibilities
of a local member are. You know, attend Parliament, attend to the
constituents. And, and, you know, the general things that go around what
a, a, a local member would do. This person's not a Minister. So, you
know what they generally do. And common sense tells you what you
think a Member of Parliament should do.

TIERNEY:

Should be doing. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Were there times when you were either privy to or asked to do things that
you thought to yourself, "That's a bit strange"?

TIERNEY:

I don't think so. I don't remember feeling like I - uncomfortable to do
things I thought were, were a bit odd. I mean, as I said, Daryl's, for a lot
of it, I mean, he sort of was very capable. So he would just do things on
his own. And I don't feel like he was asking us to do things that were,
was that strange, or -

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

I mean, we'd get his lunch and -

GRAINGER:

The usual things.

TIERNEY:

- track down a jumper for him from somewhere, if he wanted that.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. Yeah. Mm-hmm.

TIERNEY:

And, yeah.

GRAINGER:

What about, what about with his role with, or his interest, with China and
the, the Pacific Islands? Were there things there that you thought, "Yeah,
this may be a 100%" -

TIERNEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

No?

TIERNEY:

I never felt like, I never felt like that. I just, yeah. I mean, he'd come
back from China and he'd have these gadgets that, you know, he'd given
me a phone charger once that was a portable thing. Like, we just - but
we never thought anything of it.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

I mean, we knew that he was going to China for, we thought, is, was his
role with Asia Pacific Friendship Group. And so, there was nothing ever
that seemed that strange to me. And, you know, and this, this sort of all
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started happening, and I mean, we were sup- we were surprised. We
were shocked when this all started happening. Because it wasn't
something that we were, that we had concerns with in the office. And we
didn't - you know, the way that I was taught was just that we do what
Daryl asks us to do, and it's, it's a respect thing that I wasn't questioning
him all the time.

5
GRAINGER:

Sure.

TIERNEY:

Or what he was doing and when he wasn't in the office. I wouldn't
question him on where he's been or what he'd done when he was
overseas, or anything like that. Because -

GRAINGER:

So, even as a, as a friend and, "What did you get up to, Daryl, when you
were in China?"

TIERNEY:

You, they're not in the office very often. So, like, he, he might've been to
China and come back and fly in, do a heap of signing, see what's been
going on, and then fly off in, again, to another appointment. There
wasn't - and then when Parliament was sitting, you know, some days, he
was in all day. But you know, he, he's not in the office like what a
normal employer and boss would be.

GRAINGER:

Sure.

TIERNEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Some days, he had to attend to the agistment at his property and things
like that.

TIERNEY:

Yeah. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yep. OK.

TIERNEY:

Or if he'd been away for a long time, you know, yeah, he would, that's
right, he would go home. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So it's - I, I'm - from, what I'm taking from what you've said, there's
nothing that really stood out to you of, you thought that was a bit
strange?

TIERNEY:

Not that I can recall.

GRAINGER:

No, it's all right. Just going back to the, the question about Jimmy Liu.

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

Were you aware that Daryl made representations to some of the Ministers
of the government on behalf of UWE?

TIERNEY:

Not representations.

GRAINGER:

Wrote a letter.

TIERNEY:

If it wasn't in regards to the opening, I can't recall anything.
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GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall some discussion about UWE, and they were seeking
investors, and they were having problems with the Shanghai Dairy Group
and being stuffed around generally? Was that discussed in the office at
all? No?

TIERNEY:

For the oaten hay?

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TIERNEY:

I didn't know that he was looking for investors.

GRAINGER:

That's Jimmy you're talking about, not Daryl.

TIERNEY:

Yeah. Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. So with the, the travel to Tamworth we've discussed, which is
where Currabubula Station is, where we, you indicate, you found that
you don't recall actually doing it -

TIERNEY:

To Tamworth, no.

GRAINGER:

No.

TIERNEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

I've never known Daryl to fly to Tamworth.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you recall organising a dinner for Daryl with Jimmy in the
Golden Century Restaurant? Daryl being invited to a dinner with Jimmy
at the Golden Century?

TIERNEY:

Yeah, that, that could've happened. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So, what do you remember about that?

TIERNEY:

I'm just thinking, you know, seeing it on the itinerary or maybe in the
diary. But I couldn't give you much more information. I definitely didn't
book anything that I can remember. But he would write things in the
itinerary to add in, or once we'd given it to him, he would sometimes just
write in something. So that would be that he's arranged it, but to add it in
to the itinerary.

GRAINGER:

So, how would he do that? Tell me how the itinerary was prepared.

TIERNEY:

So, there was a, there was a diary. There was the electronic diary. And
then in Word, we would write out an itinerary every week -

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

Volume 27

1581

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

GRAINGER:

Yep. Yep

TIERNEY:

- on a Friday, for the month. And then, so when Daryl was in the office,
he would go through it and say, so, we put all the invitations in there and,
with TBA. And he would say whether he'd want to go to an invitation or
not. And then add in things if it needed to be added in, or take them out.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, how, is this handwriting, or -

TIERNEY:

Handwriting, yep.

GRAINGER:

Yep. And then give it back to you and -

TIERNEY:

And we go back and then add it in to the itinerary, add it into the diary,
and add it in to the electronic diary.

GRAINGER:

OK. Pardon me. Was it a book as well in the office? A di- actual
hardcover, copy diary?

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm. Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

And I understand that part of it was written in pencil and part was in pen.
Is that -

TIERNEY:

Yep. So, pencil until it was confirmed that he was going.

GRAINGER:

Did Daryl from time to time springs things on you? Like, "I need to go
now, go and do something"? Out of, through, out of the blue?

TIERNEY:

In the electorate, or -

GRAINGER:

Yeah. Yeah, or even going to Sydney, "I need to make an appointment
to go and see someone. Can you do it now?" That was - did -

TIERNEY:

The only thing out of the blue if he had asked for flights to be arranged.
Like, "Oh, I think I'm going to have to go to Sydney on Friday." So, if it
was it was a Wednesday, "I'll let you know, but make flights." But -

GRAINGER:

OK. You know a person by the name of Gordon Tse? T-S-E?

TIERNEY:

Only from the business card.

GRAINGER:

OK. I asked you that, no, sorry.

TIERNEY:

Yeah, yep.

GRAINGER:

I'm just going to show you something.

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

So, this is an email between yourself and Daryl. Daryl sent it to you and
to Megan. And it's, it's from a person called Angela L, and this is on
5 February 2018. And it's about a, a delegation coming to Sydney, or
coming somewhere. And there was a, a need to write them an invitation.
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Tell me about what that's all about. With - going to the specifics of this
one, what, what's the, the whole writing in the TIERNEY:

So, I did that once. And so, when people are coming in to Australia, they
need a - this is my understanding of it, 'cause it had been done before.
But this time, I wrote it. I found a template. And it, so, it would have the
names of the people coming in and what their positions were. Where
they were fr - who they were, what company they were from. I don't
think addresses. But everyone in the delegation. And so, you'd write a
list to say - a letter to say that - on Daryl's letterhead, to say these people
were coming in and that he was going to host them or w- was happy to
have - you know, not take responsibility for them, it didn't read that way.
But yeah. They, they were coming into the country. And that was - I
don't know how it was worded.

GRAINGER:

Oh, I can show you the wording.

TIERNEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

That's, that's OK. But I just want to understand -

TIERNEY:

And so we got, yeah, so we got all the details from probably Angela. She
would send through the names and details of the person. We would do
up the letter. And then Daryl would sign it.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Was Daryl the official government person to do this? Or, why Daryl?

TIERNEY:

I don't know. I don't know.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm. Did you ever wonder?

TIERNEY:

I thought it was - because it's, has happen bef - I went back in the folder,
and it had happened previous amount of times. And I, you know, I only
was in November in this EO2 role. He needed it done really quickly. I
found the template. It was my day on. I just did it and sent it off.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

And, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm. Just, just be aware, Alex, that no one's saying you've done
anything wrong here, too, OK?

TIERNEY:

Yeah. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

We're just trying to understand the rationale behind things. So, it's -

TIERNEY:

Yeah. But it's also, you've got to understand as well, you know, there's a
certain level of respect. If, if Daryl asked me to do something, I would, I
would do what he said. And I, and I don't have the - I never went back to
him and said, "Well, well, why do you need to do that?" Whereas
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Brenda would. And she's got the experience and the age as well, to be
able to question -

5

10

GRAINGER:

Yep.

TIERNEY:

- she would say something back to him if she ever felt like she needed to,
on any matter. I didn't feel so much like -

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

- I would do that.

GRAINGER:

So, not as comfortable to do that.

TIERNEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

And how would Daryl -

TIERNEY:

And -

GRAINGER:

- react if you were to do that?

TIERNEY:

He'd just tell you how it is. He wouldn't, he wouldn't go off. But he
would just tell you how it is. And it would be pretty short or curt with
the response.

GRAINGER:

"Just do it".

TIERNEY:

"Just do it". Yep. Yep.

GRAINGER:

So this is, as you indicated, a delegation that involved Mr Tse and some
other people for some ch, company in China. When, when you went
back through the folder, were the people all Chinese?

TIERNEY:

I think so. Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

From the - you know, you're typing their names.

GRAINGER:

What you saw.

TIERNEY:

I would th - yeah, I would've thought they seemed like they were all from
China.

GRAINGER:

Were the -

FOX:

When you said the folder, was that the China folder that you went back
to?

TIERNEY:

Yeah.

FOX:

So, the China - there was the, there was the China file. There was -

TIERNEY:

Yep.
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And there was an APFG file.

TIERNEY:

And so we - yeah, and, yep. And so we kept all electronic - they kept
files for a long time.

FOX:

Yep.

TIERNEY:

So we were able to go back and -

FOX:

So, both electronic and hard copy?

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So, where are the electronic ones kept?

TIERNEY:

In the shared drive. So it - we all had access to them.

GRAINGER:

The network drive for the office?

TIERNEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

In with our Word files and in with everything. Yeah. That was -

GRAINGER:

And what was that drive known as?

TIERNEY:

That was our L drive. Our -

GRAINGER:

L drive.

TIERNEY:

Yeah. Working -

GRAINGER:

OK. And that was hosted in Parliament, I assume.

TIERNEY:

Yep. With, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. And you said you, you recall Daryl - sorry, I, I might be putting
words in your mouth here. I'll rephrase that. Tell me about the times you
remember yourself, Daryl, going overseas.

TIERNEY:

So, he went to the s, the Solomon Islands. And then when he came back,
there was talk of trying to get old recycle bins, old bins to be sent over
there, 'cause there was rubbish everywhere. He went on a delegation, I
think it was to China, because I remember taking copy of the itinerary of
what they were going to do while they were over there. We didn't
arrange it. Someone else arranged it. But I photocopied it and made it
back to him so he had a copy to take with him in his briefcase. I
obviously went with him to China. I think there was another delegation
which Adriana was on with the Council - with the Mayor, and there's very similar to the delegation that I went on, but Adriana went on.
'Cause he sent photos back of Adriana and the community princess when
he was over there. There was another time, and then he came back and
he had those gadgets from wherever he'd been.
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GRAINGER:

OK. Well, let's look at -

TIERNEY:

So, it would've been a few times.

GRAINGER:

Let's go through them systematically. The, the time when you travelled
as -

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- Miss Wagga Wagga and you went to Kunming, did you go anywhere
else in China?

TIERNEY:

So, Daryl took me and Carly Shepherd, who was the Miss Wagga, to, on
the fast train. And we went to another town outside of - so, we're in, so,
we went to Kunming. And then we travelled on, Carly and I. So, we
went to Xi’an to see the terracotta warriors. And then we met up with
Daryl in Beijing. And I think then he took us on the fast train, and we
went out for dinner on another town that was, like, an hour away on the
fast train.

GRAINGER:

Has -

TIERNEY:

Had dinner and came back.

GRAINGER:

Did he go with you originally to Kunming?

TIERNEY:

Yes. Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, there was yourself, Carly, Daryl. Anyone else on that, that trip?

TIERNEY:

To dinner?

GRAINGER:

Or just on - OK, let's deal with the trip to start with. Going there.

TIERNEY:

To -

GRAINGER:

To China.

TIERNEY:

- to Kunming?

GRAINGER:

Yeah, to Kunming. Who went with you?

TIERNEY:

Yeah. So, the, there was the Mayor and his wife.

GRAINGER:

That was?

TIERNEY:

I don't know. Was it Rod Kendall and - no. It was Kerry Pascoe.

GRAINGER:

Pascoe?

TIERNEY:

Yep. And his wife, Gloria. There was the man from BD Bags and his
wife. 'Cause we went to the Great Wall of China with them. There was
some councillors. Julian McLaren was there. There was an Aboriginal
dance company that - here from Wagga - that went over with us. And
that was all I can recall.
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GRAINGER:

Did any of the staff from Daryl's Sydney office go with you?

TIERNEY:

No. He was on his own.

GRAINGER:

So, Daryl and Julian, the Mayor, his wife, you -

TIERNEY:

Carly.

GRAINGER:

- Carly and a dance troupe, pretty much, and that was it. Is that correct?

TIERNEY:

Maybe another councillor?

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And you arrived in, and did you fly directly to Kunming or did you go to
Hong Kong?

TIERNEY:

We went to Hong Kong on the way back. I don't know if we stopped
there on the way. But we pretty much - we didn't stay a night anywhere.
We might've stopped off and got on another plane. But otherwise just to
Kunming.

GRAINGER:

And you were in, in, in Kunming, were, did Daryl stay with the
delegation all the time?

TIERNEY:

From what I remember, yeah. He's -

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Did he meet up - did he introduce to any, any Chinese individuals there?

TIERNEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

No?

TIERNEY:

And I, like, I didn't really know him, either.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

This was when we'd just, I had just met him at, on this occasion. But no,
I wasn't introduced to anyone. Like, we went out for lunches, but it was
a, delegation as a whole.

GRAINGER:

As a group.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And who'd you went to Beijing after that -

TIERNEY:

He did.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, and -
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TIERNEY:

Well, we, we went, Carly and I went to Shiyan. And then we went to
Beijing after that.

GRAINGER:

Beijing. Where you, where you met Daryl?

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. And did Daryl introduce to anyone there?

TIERNEY:

When we went to dinner, the dinner was with other people.

GRAINGER:

Was there someone by the name of Du Wei? D-U-W-E-I.

TIERNEY:

Could've been. Yep.

GRAINGER:

He was a former consular officer in Sydney for the Chinese embassy.

TIERNEY:

Yeah. And I think dur - that was in Beijing. I th - and Julian McLaren
was there. Yep.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm. He went as well too, did he?

TIERNEY:

I think so. Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. Phil Elliott didn't travel on that trip at all, did he?

TIERNEY:

I don't think so.

GRAINGER:

OK. And then you said you went from Beijing on the fast train to
somewhere else?

TIERNEY:

Yep. To another town.

GRAINGER:

Kangju? You can't remember? No.

TIERNEY:

I can't remember. It was a while ago.

GRAINGER:

All right. And did, did Daryl, Daryl accompany you on that part of the
trip as well?

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And did you meet anyone with him there?

TIERNEY:

So, there was other people at dinner, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. OK.

TIERNEY:

But I honestly couldn't recall who they, who they were.

GRAINGER:

And then did you -
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TIERNEY:

And whether Julian was there or not.

GRAINGER:

Did you come back with Daryl?

TIERNEY:

Mm. Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

OK. So he came back on the same flight as you?

TIERNEY:

Oh, no. He, we went back to Beijing that night. And then Carly and I
then left, and we went to Hong Kong and had a few nights in
Hong Kong, and then came back to -

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

- on our own accord. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

But Daryl stayed wherever the city was, and -

TIERNEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Or did he get back with you to Beijing?

TIERNEY:

No. He came back to Beijing on the fast train. Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. All right. All right.

TIERNEY:

And then we sort of left there.

GRAINGER:

All right. That, that's the first time you've been to China, was it?

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So, the next time that you have knowledge of Daryl going overseas was
when you were working in the office. Is that right?

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

And when do you think that was, roughly?

TIERNEY:

Well, it was when Adriana was working with us. So it must've been
2015 or 16 when she was a title-holder.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

So it could've been in that - towards the end of 2015.

GRAINGER:

So, that was a trip she - he went with Adrian- Adriana. Is that right?

TIERNEY:

And a del, and a del, a -

GRAINGER:

A delegation. Same thing.
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TIERNEY:

They keep - yeah, they always - yeah, same thing.

GRAINGER:

So, they've gone to, they've gone to China two years in a row.

TIERNEY:

Oh, no. That was in 2012.

FOX:

2012.

GRAINGER:

Oh, sorry, yep.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. OK. And this is, this is to cities in, in Germany and somewhere
else?

TIERNEY:

America, yep.

GRAINGER:

America. OK. Well, the trip that Adriana went on, who do, do you
know who went on that trip?

TIERNEY:

Similar like a delegation. And then Sarah Moon was the other girl from
Miss Wagga that she went with. Apart from that, yeah, no.

GRAINGER:

Do you know if a business delegation went as well?

TIERNEY:

Possibly.

GRAINGER:

You don't know?

TIERNEY:

No. Don't know.

GRAINGER:

All right. And the next time you can recall Daryl going to overseas?

TIERNEY:

Probably when I was working in the electorate office.

GRAINGER:

So we're talking 2017 now, are we?

TIERNEY:

Yep. Yep.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm. OK.

FOX:

It must've been late '17. Was it when you were an EO1?

TIERNEY:

Oh, yeah. No, well, it could've been '16.
November.

FOX:

Yep.

TIERNEY:

So it could've been in '16, because I had most of '17 off.

FOX:

That's right.

GRAINGER:

Off.

TIERNEY:

Yep.
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GRAINGER:

Mmm. OK. So it may be late 2016.

TIERNEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall where you actually went?

TIERNEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK. Just that he wasn't there.

TIERNEY:

Just that he was in China. Because then when he came back, he had, you
know, all these gadgets to show us.

GRAINGER:

Rafters.

TIERNEY:

Solar panels and, yeah, stuff to tell us about.

GRAINGER:

So, did, did Daryl often come back after these trips and talk about
potential deals and things that we could do and things like that?

TIERNEY:

Never.

GRAINGER:

Never?

TIERNEY:

Never.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FOX:

Just going back to 2015.

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

FOX:

In late 2015, there was - you, you went - it looks like you went to China.
And met up with the proprietor of Borambola Wines.

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

FOX:

Tim McMullen. Does that ring any bells with you?

TIERNEY:

I didn't know that they went to China together.

FOX:

OK.

TIERNEY:

No. I know who Tim is.

FOX:

Yep.

TIERNEY:

And I was doing a festival around the same time, and Daryl said to use,
you know, get in touch with him to run the bar at my festival. I know he
was trying to get his wine in, probably exporting it. But what they did to
organise it, I mean, yeah, I don't know.

GRAINGER:

Do you know that from being told it? Or -

TIERNEY:

No. Just hearing, probably, Daryl talk to Tim on the ph -
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GRAINGER:

Phone?

TIERNEY:

- on his mobile in the office.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Was that something that happened regularly?

TIERNEY:

Him being on his phone?

GRAINGER:

No. Talking to Tim.

TIERNEY:

Oh. Yeah. I remember, probably around that same time, because it was
the same time he was saying, "Oh, well, you know, get him to run your
bar." But I didn't want to. I'd T'd something else up. So, anyway.

GRAINGER:

That's fair enough.

TIERNEY:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

So, in 2017, now, I understand you weren't there. Daryl travelled to
some of the Pacific Islands. Fiji and to Tonga and Samoa and Vanuatu.
Do you know anything about that trip?

TIERNEY:

I think that was separate to the one that I recall with the garbage bins and
-

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm. Yep.

TIERNEY:

- Honiara, I think that one was. So, no, I don't know much about that
trip.

GRAINGER:

OK. So let's deal with the, the trip that you're aware about, which was
the one earlier this year. So, tell us what you understand about that trip.

TIERNEY:

As I said, it's only that I got a copy of the itinerary, which was a BYO
itinerary. And I photocopied and gave it to him.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

I didn't arrange any flights. Or whether I did, it might've just been from
here to Sydney. But definitely no overseas flights.

GRAINGER:

All right.

TIERNEY:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

So, these trips overseas, what's your understanding of what Daryl's cap well, what's he going as?

TIERNEY:

My understanding, if it ever had, if it was ever overseas, I thought it was
part of his role as Asia, Asia Pacific Friendship Group.

GRAINGER:

Part of the APFG.
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TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Is that something you, you - how, how did you come to believe that?

TIERNEY:

It makes sense. He's going to Asia. He's got, you know, a tie with - that
would be why he would go over there.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Do you ever remember writing any correspondence to someone about
Daryl going on these trips? Like, a letter of introduction? Letterhead?-

TIERNEY:

Not apart from the one that we discussed earlier.

GRAINGER:

OK. All right. Now, not, not introducing someone -

TIERNEY:

Introducing Daryl?

GRAINGER:

Yeah. I, I'm, you know -

TIERNEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

- "Dear whoever, I'm Daryl and I'm the Member for Wagga and I'm
coming from this date. You know, can we come and see you?"

TIERNEY:

No. Nope.

GRAINGER:

No?

FOX:

So, with the Solomon Islands trip, you said that you typed, or copied aan, an itinerary?

TIERNEY:

Yep.

FOX:

And gave it to -

TIERNEY:

Oh, no. I th, I don't know if that was to Honiara or not.

FOX:

OK. So, with this Honiara trip.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

FOX:

We understand that he involved a local doctor. Does that ring any sort of
-

TIERNEY:

Well, we had an email to the electorate office with photos of a hospital
over there, and asking for support. And this was this year. And Daryl
said to them, "Write back and say, 'You need to write a letter to us
outlining what you need help with', and that then we'll look at it and see
what we can do to help." They needed money for a hospital over there.
And I think that was after he had been there.

FOX:

Right.
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TIERNEY:

They said, you know, "This hospital is in dis- disrepute, and you know -

FOX:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Yeah.

FOX:

So, what was your involvement before he went?

TIERNEY:

Not much. In regards to organising the -

FOX:

Anything to do with that trip. Any logistics in relation to that trip.

TIERNEY:

I would've put the details of the flights in the - in our diary.

FOX:

Yeah.

TIERNEY:

And in the electronic diary as well.

FOX:

Did Daryl tell you anything about the trip?

TIERNEY:

Nope.

FOX:

Did you understand it was APFG related?

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

FOX:

Yep. So that if someone came in and during -

TIERNEY:

We would -

FOX:

- during that time, said, "Can I speak to Daryl?" You would say he was
on parliamentary -

TIERNEY:

So, we would say, "He's on parliamentary business." That’s what we
would say.

FOX:

Parliamentary business.

TIERNEY:

Yep. So -

GRAINGER:

And that's the standard line, is it? Parliamentary business.

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm. And then, when he's not in the office.

FOX:

Yeah.

TIERNEY:

Unless he really is on leave.

FOX:

Yeah.

TIERNEY:

And then we would say he's on leave. Yeah.

FOX:

Right, OK. So, there's a differentiation between the two -

TIERNEY:

Yeah.
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FOX:

- as far as the officials were concerned.

TIERNEY:

Well, and depending on who it was, you don't - even though he is entitled
to have his leave, people would sometimes be really nasty about him
having leave, so we'd say, "Well, he's, you know, on parliamentary
business." So -

FOX:

Sure.

TIERNEY:

- so they don't say, "Oh, he never does anything."

GRAINGER:

What, what were his leave re, entitlements? What was he allowed to
take? What was your understanding?

10

TIERNEY:

Well, he had his leave, like what we had. Like, his annual leave and sick
day and all of that. And then I always just from seeing what his diary
was like that because he's out every night and weekend doing things, if
he came into the office in the morning and then went home in the
afternoon on a Monday, that that was completely fair enough.

15

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

That's my understanding.

GRAINGER:

So it was a managed time. He, you know, has a bit here and takes a bit
there, and -

TIERNEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- it all a, adds up in the wash.

TIERNEY:

because there's so many things, events that he went to, if he had a chance
to have any spare time, I just thought, well, you definitely deserve it.

GRAINGER:

Mmm. Mm-hmm.

TIERNEY:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

So, it's your understanding he had a, an annual leave entitlement -

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- that year. Do you remember him applying for any?

TIERNEY:

Yeah. In June, July, I think I remember him taking some leave.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

He used to go out to Ivanhoe.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TIERNEY:

He's got a house out there and he's from there.

GRAINGER:

He had a house out in Ivanhoe, yes. Yep.
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TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Yep. He's -

TIERNEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- I think his father's or mother's old, grandma's old house? Yeah.

TIERNEY:

Yeah. That he was doing up. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm. All right. Now, the - you said that there was an email back to
the electorate office after the trip to the Solomon Islands.

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

On that trip, Daryl went to both the Solomons and Papua New Guinea.

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

And you said that certainly, you didn't organise it. But do you know if
anyone else in the office organised it?

TIERNEY:

I don't think if Brenda did. And it would only have been Brenda and I.
The other girls didn't really make itineraries for him. Because it was too
hard for us to manage if they did. So, but I don't think that she did.

GRAINGER:

Would, would, I know Alex wasn't there. Sorry, not Alex. Adrianna
wasn't there then.

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

Would Adriana be someone that could've organised something?

TIERNEY:

I doubt it. No. I really don't think so. And plus, I don't know that much
that they were in contact. Because Adriana had left, and moved away,
and yeah.

FOX:

So, were some of the Asia Pacific Friendship Group trips organised in
Sydney?

TIERNEY:

Potentially, by Nicole. But she, Nicole hasn't been there for - I don't
think she's been since I've been come- since I came back from maternity
leave.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm. We're just trying to est -

TIERNEY:

But you - yeah.

GRAINGER:

- yeah, establish who actually organised these things.

FOX:

Well -

GRAINGER:

It wasn't the electorate office.

FOX:

Yeah. That one in particular, this year, the, the Solomons and PNG.
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TIERNEY:

Like, was it Daryl himself? I don't, I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

OK. OK.

TIERNEY:

I don't know.

GRAINGER:

With, with that trip to the Solomon Islands, as Tim indicated, it's our
understanding a local doctor went with him. Do, do you know about
that?

TIERNEY:

A local doctor from here?

GRAINGER:

Yes, yeah.

TIERNEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

No, OK. OK. And his name was Ayman Shenouda.

TIERNEY:

Oh, yeah. I didn't know that he went with him. I do know of him. I've
heard his name before in the office. But I don't know that I knew that he
went with him on the trip.

GRAINGER:

Is it - I mean, I've never worked at an electorate office, so I don't know.
But the, these trips, there seems to be a, very much a vacuum of
knowledge about what, what went on with them. Daryl's not here. He's
going this day. He's coming back this day. And that's all the electorate
staff new.

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

How, how has -

TIERNEY:

That's always how it was.

GRAINGER:

- how, how was that manageable? How, how would you get any contact
with him if you needed to?

TIERNEY:

We, so, we'd send our messages every night to him. And an electorate
office runs primarily without the Member.
That's, that's my
understanding of it. Whenever I've worked there, we, there is definitely
more time that we are managing things on our own than when the
Member is there.
So, he comes back, we've got a stack of
correspondence for him to sign. But we do the day-to-day work with the
constituents.

GRAINGER:

Sure.

TIERNEY:

And all the messages and that sort of thing. So, when he's in the office, I
know what you're - you know, you're saying, what's he doing, well, you
don't know. But we've got too much -

GRAINGER:

To worry about.

TIERNEY:

- go, to worry about in the office. And my major thing about my job at
the electorate office was the work with the constituents, and spending
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time with helping the constituents that come in with their enquiries. And
that was always my focus. And what Daryl was doing when he wasn't in
the office, if he wasn't asking me to do anything, I never really asked.
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GRAINGER:

Not your concern.

TIERNEY:

Not my concern. And I've always had my events, and I've got, you
know, a one year old. I don't have - I don't care. Do you know what I
mean? I -

GRAINGER:

I, I fully understand what you're saying.

TIERNEY:

- I wasn't care - my care was not -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TIERNEY:

- with Daryl and what he was doing. It was just -

GRAINGER:

Mm. OK. So, when Daryl went overseas, is there any documentation
that you recall preparing for the Whip or the Premier or someone, saying
Daryl's not going to be, but I need you to - I need a pair for Parliament,
or -

TIERNEY:

If he needed leave - I don't think he - I don't recall on the trips when we
went overseas that he would need to take leave. It would be when
Parliament is not sitting.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

That would be my understanding.

GRAINGER:

So, you wouldn't need, wouldn't need a pair, and it's top pack -

TIERNEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

All right.

TIERNEY:

It's only if - on some nights, there was events, then we would apply for
leave. When his daughter was getting married, we applied for leave.
And when his son-in-law was sick. But apart from that, he rarely took
time out of Parliament -

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

- to do anything.

GRAINGER:

All right. So, I suppose, there's nothing you were aware that would
advise the Premier or the exec -

TIERNEY:

That he was going overseas.

GRAINGER:

- the executive he’s going overseas. Nothing you would prepare -

TIERNEY:

Nope.

GRAINGER:

- or the office prepared.
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TIERNEY:

Nope.

GRAINGER:

Now, I asked you before about Nissin Sunito. Do, and you didn't recall
that name, is my recollection?

TIERNEY:

I don't think so. The only - unless it was on an introductory letter. But
again, it's just pretty much copy-and-pasting the names and putting it on
a letter.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, I'm not try- I, I'm not trying to trip you up here, either. So -

TIERNEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- I'll show you something. This is a, a letter from Daryl to you and to
Megan. And it's dated the 13th of February, 2018. It's Commission
reference D10520521. And he's told that, "Need this typed, and use the
chop." What does that mean?

TIERNEY:

His signature is the chop. Which, I don't know if that's the real name for
it. That's what we called it. So it's his signature. That's a stamp. So, we
would write the letter. And on the odd occasion, if he wasn't in town or
not coming back in time, we would use the chop to show that he signed
it.

GRAINGER:

Oh, OK.

TIERNEY:

Rather than him physically signing it.

GRAINGER:

So, so that's his permission to use a stamp with his name, is it?

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. That's the, that's the -

TIERNEY:

But otherwise, we wouldn't ever, yeah, obviously wouldn't use it.

GRAINGER:

The colloquial name for what the stamp was, the chop.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Why was it called the chop?

TIERNEY:

I don't know. I think that was his name for it.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

I'll just check -

GRAINGER:

I'll show you this. Have a look through and, and scroll at your own
leisure and read it from the, the top down.

TIERNEY:

Yes. (READS LETTER) “Operating import/export and cattle. Nissin
who’s guarantee”. Yep. And I made the changes to this.
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GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm. So, you can see on the document there, on page two, there's
some handwriting over a, a, a typed version. Do you know who actually
typed the first version?

TIERNEY:

I typed the first version. And then, so that could've been, well, either
Daryl told me what to write, or we used a template. And then he came
back and this is, then his changes.

GRAINGER:

OK. So -

TIERNEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- is, if you had typed the first version and you a, either used a template, or
Daryl had told you what to put on the letter, would that have been done
whilst Daryl was in the electorate office?

TIERNEY:

Probably in the electorate office. Sometimes it was over the phone.
Like, he would, yeah. He would s- say it to you over the phone and you
would type it up.

GRAINGER:

And then you've sent it to him?

TIERNEY:

Mm- for approval, yeah.

GRAINGER:

And he's written on it with all these alterations.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And tell, send you to send it back, but use the stamp.

TIERNEY:

Yep. So, I would've sent it back to him just for one last check. He
would've said yes. And then I would've put the chop on it. And, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. And so, that would infer that he's not in the electorate office at that
point in time.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. All right.

TIERNEY:

Oth- yeah. Otherwise, he would've signed it.

GRAINGER:

Signed it.

TIERNEY:

I would've thought. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

You see the letter, the content of the letter is about a visa application for
someone who is the boyfriend of someone's daughter. And there's this
Nissin Sunito person. Did you have any idea who this person was?

TIERNEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK. Was, was this something that Daryl would ask you to do regularly,
write a letter of, of reference for someone who needed a visa?
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TIERNEY:

Not a visa. We did a lot of reference, like, writing references for people.
Like, a lot of them. Most -

GRAINGER:

Not Chinese nationals, I'm assuming.

TIERNEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

No, OK.

TIERNEY:

No. More, more people around town, or people applying for grants.

GRAINGER:

Constituents.

TIERNEY:

Constituents, yeah. Not so much like this.

GRAINGER:

Now, you've, you've had the opportunity to look at that again now. Did,
did you have any concerns at the time about this?

TIERNEY:

No concerns. I wasn't -

GRAINGER:

Mm. You thought it a bit strange?

TIERNEY:

Probably, oh, maybe a bit strange. And now that you look back,
obviously, hindsight. But -

GRAINGER:

Mmm. So, the f- finalised version is here. Which is in D10520522.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Which reflects the changes that have been made. But there's no chop.
There's no signature stamped on it. So -

TIERNEY:

OK.

GRAINGER:

- do, do you know how this was then sent to someone? Would, would
you have sent it to this person -

TIERNEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

- in Taiwan?

TIERNEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

Or would you have sent it to Department of Immigration for the visa? Or
d- given it to Dar- to Daryl?

TIERNEY:

Probably just emailed to Darren- Daryl. Or if there was an email address,
we would've sent it to that email.

GRAINGER:

Pinged off to them?

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. But I -

TIERNEY:

But we didn't post that.
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GRAINGER:

OK. So, I'm assuming at some point in time, this actually was signed or
stamped, this signature.

TIERNEY:

Mmm. I would've thought.

GRAINGER:

And sent off.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Do you remember doing that?

TIERNEY:

It would've, y, the chop would've been on there, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. Yep.

TIERNEY:

And I definitely, I've definitely done the changes to that letter, and -

GRAINGER:

OK. So this just appears to be you sending the final draft to him -

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- to have a look at.

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

All right. You mentioned Louise Water- I mentioned Louise Waterhouse
before, sorry. And you, you sort of recall that it may have had something
to do with water or something like that. It actually had something to do
with the Greater Sydney Commission, a planning matter.

TIERNEY:

Oh, OK. Yep.

GRAINGER:

Do you remember that now?

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, tell us what you remember about that.

TIERNEY:

Just trying to arrange a meeting, and she was involved in it. And there
were some changes to the meeting because, depending on the diary of the
other people involved - and I remember going back and forth with Louise
to say, "We've had this date, now it's got to be this date." And she's
saying, "Thank you." And Daryl probably telling me who to, who to
arrange the meeting with. And then to include Louise.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Did you know what position Louise held?

TIERNEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

No? OK.
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TIERNEY:

I mean, I think she's a business owner in Sydney. But I know that she's
not local.

GRAINGER:

Oh. So she's not, not a Wagga person?

TIERNEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

Did you speak to Louise about her making the a, appointments and
arrangements?

TIERNEY:

Emails.

GRAINGER:

Emails, was it?

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Backwards and forwards.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. Now, in that - just bear with me for a moment. Other than the, the
arranging the meeting with the Greater Sydney Commission, do you
recall dealing with Louise Waterhouse on anything else?

TIERNEY:

I remember her name being mentioned before.

GRAINGER:

And what context was that in?

TIERNEY:

Probably her, Daryl - on his mobile to her.

GRAINGER:

OK. Talking to Louise in the office.

TIERNEY:

Probably. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

But I don't think I had to arrange any other meetings with her.

GRAINGER:

Did you think at any time that Louise Waterhouse may have had some
involvement with the APFG?

TIERNEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK. Some of the, the emails between you and Louise Waterhouse - and
I'll show you one now - it's D10521501. And this is part of the chain
where you, you try and arrange the, the meeting. Now, this is actually
the, the email where you tell Louise that they've had to cancel the
meeting and change it to another day. It's on the, this is on my phone.
But see the crest and the signature block on that?

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

Does that ring any bells at all with you? No? Did you take any notice of
that when you saw the email?

TIERNEY:

No.
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GRAINGER:

Do you, do you know a Chris Fitzpatrick?

TIERNEY:

Chris?

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TIERNEY:

Yep. I know him.

GRAINGER:

So, how do you know him?

TIERNEY:

He approached me to run an event.

GRAINGER:

Where was that at?

TIERNEY:

Here in Wagga.

GRAINGER:

OK. Has he got something to do with the solar -

TIERNEY:

Yeah. So, he, that's only recent. So, he, bef- before that, he was with
Committee for Wagga. And he was the chairperson or the president of
that. And so, they had an event on New Years Eve, and outside of the
office, he contacted me to see if I would run it for him. So I met up with
him and I, I didn't do it. Yeah. And then, then we got an email to say
that he'd left the Committee for Wagga. We updated his details in our
computer system. And that he was now with a solar farm in Bowman.

GRAINGER:

Bomen.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Where's Bomen?

TIERNEY:

Just, the industrial area just out here in Wagga.

GRAINGER:

Oh, OK. It's a suburb in Wagga Wagga.

TIERNEY:

It's, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

He wanted to have a meeting with Daryl. And then Daryl was away.
And I don't think the meeting ever took - and then this all - I think he's
only been in this role, like, this year.

GRAINGER:

OK. So that related to some solar project, did it?

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

Do you know where that was?

TIERNEY:

I thought it was being built out at Bowman, Bowman. But he wanted the
opportunity to come in and speak to Daryl about it. And Daryl wasn't in
the office. And so, we said, "We'll leave, we have an appointments file,
we'll leave it in there and get back to you when there's an appointment
available."
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GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.
OK.
Do you know if there's any link between
Christ Fitzpatrick and UWE?

TIERNEY:

None that I know of.

GRAINGER:

OK. Just some, some last things. Have you ever heard of an
organisation
the
SAPCDA?
The
called
Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development something? No?

TIERNEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

No? Yep. Daryl was the Honorary President of this organisation.

TIERNEY:

OK.

GRAINGER:

That assist you at all?

TIERNEY:

I mean, there could've been an invitation for him to attend something in
Sydney. Yep.

GRAINGER:

Mm, OK. I just wanna take you a little bit further forward now, to
September this year. Daryl had appeared at the Commission and I think
he had resigned by that point in time. And he had been up at his
daughter's place after his son-in-law's death. And the Commission
executed a search warrant on his house. You were aware of that?

TIERNEY:

In September?

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TIERNEY:

I knew that they have done one, another one. Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. That was on the 12th of September. Was that -

FOX:

I think so.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, already the 12th of Sep- September.

TIERNEY:

So, when Daryl wasn't there.

GRAINGER:

When Daryl wasn't there.

TIERNEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Dar- no, sorry. We did the search warrant on the 12th.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

At Daryl's home.

TIERNEY:

OK.

GRAINGER:

Which was -

TIERNEY:

And he was in Noosa.
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GRAINGER:

He, no, he was at home.

TIERNEY:

Oh. OK.

GRAINGER:

So on the day, on the 12th, Daryl's son James made a phone call to
Sarah Vassey.

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm?

TIERNEY:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

I understand you were working this day with Sarah.

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

- And told Sarah some things. So, what eventual - what, what do you
know about that phone call, and what happened after that?

TIERNEY:

So, yeah. James rings Sarah and then Sarah messaged me. And then -

GRAINGER:

Where were you?

TIERNEY:

I was in the office. But she wanted to speak to me without Meagan there.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Just because of the cl- like, I'm the senior one. We didn't necessarily
trust Meagan and what she was saying outside of the office. And so, we
went out the front, and she told me what James had said, that, that, yeah,
that they were at Daryl's house. We came, and I said to her, "We to tell
Sa- we need to tell Meagan this." I didn't know what she was going to
tell me. But we had to say, "Well, Meagan, this is happening. Just so
you're aware." And then I think we rang Brenda and she came in. And
we were sort of expecting that they might come -

GRAINGER:

That we might come to -

TIERNEY:

That you were going to come to our office.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, to the office.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Was that concerning that, the fact we might come into the office?

TIERNEY:

It's stressful. I mean, we had a really hard time in the office. Because
you know, as you said, we obviously care about Daryl. He was very
good to work for. You know, I really enjoyed working there. And we
just didn't know what was coming. So, it was stressful to think that we
were all going to be there and people were going to come through and -

GRAINGER:

The door in and -

TIERNEY:

Sort of, yeah. Whether it was going to be like that -
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GRAINGER:

Not quite that dramatic.

TIERNEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

What, what did - so, James messages - sorry, rang Sarah.

TIERNEY:

Rang Sarah.

GRAINGER:

And told Sarah that we were at Daryl's home.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So, how did James know that?

TIERNEY:

He was there?

GRAINGER:

No.

TIERNEY:

Oh. I thought he was at the house.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

No. Then you went outside and spoke with Sarah.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And then you said you came back in and spoke with Meagan and told
her.

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

And then, did you contact Brenda?

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

And Brenda came in.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

All right. Now, at that point in time, was Sarah in possession of
something of Daryl's?

TIERNEY:

I believe so.

GRAINGER:

What were they?

TIERNEY:

I don't know. So, she just left then. She just went like it was lunchtime,
and she said, "I just need to go." And she just left. And that was, that
was all I know.

GRAINGER:

Is that unusual?

TIERNEY:

Yeah, that was unusual.
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GRAINGER:

Did she indicate to you that she had something of Daryl's?

TIERNEY:

She just said, "I just need, I just need to go." When the phone came in,
and then we said what was going on, she said, "I just need to go." And
she just left the office.

GRAINGER:

Do you know where she went?

TIERNEY:

No, I don't know where she went. And she was under a fair bit of
pressure. And I just let her go, and you know, I wanted to keep Meagan
and I just wanted to keep things calm in the office. So she just left.

GRAINGER:

OK. How long was she away for?

TIERNEY:

About an hour.

GRAINGER:

Did she live like, close to the electorate office?

TIERNEY:

She did. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So it's, an, an hour would be longer to take to walk somewhere than - an
hour walk in Wagga -

TIERNEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- from the electorate office is a fair way. Half hour, half hour back.

TIERNEY:

She could walk home and back within an hour, if that's what you mean.

GRAINGER:

OK. Yeah.

TIERNEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

All right. So when she came back, what did you talk about?

TIERNEY:

We spoke about whether you were going to come to the office or not.
And I think Brenda stayed there all afternoon. And we probably spoke
about Daryl and how, you know, what was happening.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm. So, when Daryl was called to the Commission to give
evidence, and he, he gave evidence, which was in July.

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

July? Yes.

TIERNEY:

Yeah, I think so.

GRAINGER:

Prior to that, was there some discussion about Daryl's telephones?

TIERNEY:

His mobiles?

GRAINGER:

Yeah. So, he had the Samsung -

TIERNEY:

Yep.
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GRAINGER:

- large, sort of -

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- mini tablet thing.

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

And he had an office iPhone.

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

He had those two. OK. Did he have any other phones?

TIERNEY:

I think only those two. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, one was a number that was on the parliamentary website.

TIERNEY:

It was a big - yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. And you had the -

TIERNEY:

Yeah. Which is what we would've called like - 397 -

GRAINGER:

Yeah, one -

TIERNEY:

- yeah, the one that we would've called on. Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, once Daryl had been asked to come to the Commission, did he
do anything about backing up his phones or taking the data off them?

TIERNEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

What did he do?

TIERNEY:

He got, we got an external, a computer person. Whether, I thought it was
more his laptop. Or iPad. Or something. So, whatever happened, I,
Sarah may have arranged it with an IT person to come in and take his,
whether that was before he went up or, yeah. I think it was -

GRAINGER:

At some point in time.

TIERNEY:

At some point in time, he came and got it all, and then just had a separate
copy of it. Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, do you remember the person's name?

TIERNEY:

No. But you would be able to find it, because there was emails back and
forth. He said an in- an invoice. And we got drafted up a letter for him
to sign, that he wouldn't share anything that he found on whatever the
devices were with anyone. A confidentiality thing. This - because he
was third-party, that, I mean, he wouldn't do anything with it.

GRAINGER:

So, who paid for that?

TIERNEY:

Daryl did.
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GRAINGER:

Out of his own pocket?

TIERNEY:

I think so, yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. If I was to say the name Graham Crowe, would that ring a bell?

TIERNEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

No?

TIERNEY:

And I didn't arrange it with him to come. I mean, it was a business. An
individual -

GRAINGER:

He came and collected them?

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And then took them away?

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

And then brought them back.

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

And he brought copies of what were on the phone?

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

And how were they presented?

TIERNEY:

USB.

GRAINGER:

OK. And were they the things that Sarah had in her possession?

TIERNEY:

I don't know. No, I, I do not know that. Whether she then took them,
took copies of them, I don't know.

GRAINGER:

So, why did Daryl get Sarah to do this, do you know? You were the
EO2, and so was Brenda.

TIERNEY:

Mm. I don't know. There were some things that he got Sarah to do that,
you know, we had potentially thought were things for us. But you see,
Sarah was brought on, and it wasn't a clear - we didn't have a clear
direction of what her role was. So, she was out with Daryl all the time
doing - she obviously was media. But we knew what the EO2 job
description was. We knew what the EO1 was. And then Sarah was like
this, you know, this extra that was media, but was also, you know, she's
young and impressionable as well. And she was out with Daryl, you
know, a lot. And so, she maybe would've been more willing to do things
for him had he asked. He chose to ask her to do, you know, to take a
copy of that. I don't believe he would've asked me to do it.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Mm.
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GRAINGER:

So, you said there were emails backwards and forwards about invoices
and things like that.

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

Which electorate email box were they to? The electorate one?

TIERNEY:

The electorate one. Or my, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Or to yours?

TIERNEY:

Or to mine. Could've been either/or. Yep.

GRAINGER:

All right. So, you were obviously aware that this, this was going on, this
IT backup and phone thing. And you, did you draft a third party
arrangement that you wouldn't, he, this person wouldn't disclose anything
you found?

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm. Yep.

GRAINGER:

So, what was the basis of that?

TIERNEY:

So, the, the, the third party person, this IT person, wouldn't share any of
the data with anyone that he knew. That was, that was to get him to sign
that.

FOX:

So, it was a confidentiality agreement.

TIERNEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Which I would think the nature of his work would mean that he couldn't
do anything like that. But I guess Daryl wanted to be sure.

GRAINGER:

Did Daryl ask you to do that, did he?

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

And did Daryl discuss why he wanted this phone backup material?

TIERNEY:

I mean, he didn't say why, like, it, he'd been called up.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

TIERNEY:

He got us to do that. I mean, you don't really need to say much more.

GRAINGER:

OK. But you were aware, at that point in time, he had been summoned to
the Commission where - did he tell the officer?

TIERNEY:

He told us I think on the Monday. And then went on the Wednesday.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Mmm.
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GRAINGER:

And around that time, Daryl changed his tablet to a different phone?

TIERNEY:

I don't know about that.

GRAINGER:

OK. And you aware, are you aware, that after, after the Commission
executed the warrant on Daryl's house, that Daryl obtained a new sim
card?

TIERNEY:

I know that he's got a new phone, 'cause I've got his new number.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So, he's, what, what is his new number?

TIERNEY:

Ends in 2-1-2.

5

10

GRAINGER:

15

20

25

30

TIERNEY:

Probably.

GRAINGER:

That it?

TIERNEY:

Like, it's in my phone. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

So, that's what he contacts me on, not his, obviously, the old phone that I
had.

GRAINGER:

OK. Which was the iPhone that he used to -

TIERNEY:

His work one.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TIERNEY:

That was the only other number I had saved in my phone.

GRAINGER:

OK. Did Sarah obtain a new sim card or handset for Daryl?

TIERNEY:

I don't know. She could have. But she didn't tell me about it, if she did.

GRAINGER:

All right. So -

TIERNEY:

But she was with him in Sydney, too.

GRAINGER:

And you were aware of that.

TIERNEY:

Yeah. So, it could've happened then. Mm.

GRAINGER:

When, when was the last time you spoke to Daryl?

TIERNEY:

I rang him and told him about the shop. That was probably two or three
weeks ago. And I think that was the last time I'd spoken to him.
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GRAINGER:

OK. Is he aware that she was speaking to us?

TIERNEY:

I didn't tell him.

GRAINGER:

No. Someone else may have. Don't know.

TIERNEY:

Could have. I don't know.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TIERNEY:

But I, I didn't, I didn't want to, I mean, no, I haven't him.

GRAINGER:

All right. I've got nothing further at this stage. You right, Tim? OK.
Alex, at this time, I've got nothing further to ask you. We find that after
you've sort of taken part in an inter- in an interview, you mull over things
that have been asked and answers you've given. If something comes to
mind which you think might be relevant, please contact either I or Tim I'll give you a business card when we finish the interview -

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- which you can do that on. As I said to you in the start, this is a, a fairly
serious investigation. And the things we've discussed with you and
shown you today form part of that.

TIERNEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And the secrecy and provisions of the ICAC Act, you are not permitted
to discuss with others what we have spoken about, or things we have
shown, or answers you have given. So, can I have an undertaking from
you that you won't do that?

TIERNEY:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

We understand it's, it's nature that -

TIERNEY:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

- your friends will want to know, "What did they ask you? What did they
tell you?" And ra, ra, ra. But you know, it's in your best interests just to
say, "Look, I’ve been told I can't talk about it."

TIERNEY:

I can't talk about it. Yep.

GRAINGER:

Do you have any complaints about the way in which Tim and I have
conducted the interview today?

TIERNEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

Have the answers you have given me been made in your own free will?

TIERNEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Has there been any threat, promise or inducement held out to you to give
the answers you have given in the interview today?
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TIERNEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK. Interview is now concluded. The time 2.08pm.

Volume 27

1614

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

Re: Alexs messages
From:
To:
Date:

Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Alexandra Tierney <alexandra.tierney@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Tue, 20 Feb 2018 18:34:38 +1100

I need to go to Sydney for a dinner with UWE meet new investors , book Qantas 4 pm home at 8 the
next morning Friday TA
Sent from my iPad
On 19 Feb 2018, at 5:03 pm, Alexandra Tierney <Alexandra.Tierney@parliament.nsw.gov.au> wrote:

Monday 19 February 2018
Alan Reid – Wagga Weekly for Sarah
__
Norm from Ministers Roberts office about Livvi’s playground media event next Monday- advised
DM was not in Wagga that day. Minister office came back with Monday 5/3 awaiting DM
availability
__
Vicki Secretary of Wagga Taxis – admin@waggataxi.com.au
__
Noeline Franklin- Tomorrow 9:15am in Gundagai with Hollie from Ministers office and Rob Kelly
confirmed
Advised Rob and Hollie
__
Susan Ivill – asked her to resend letter for meeting request with Mayor of Snowy Valleys and
Premier
__
Rang Treasurers office to confirm Tom Ryans email address
Alexandra Tierney
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
02 6921 1622
waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Volume 27

1615

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT
9fd45517-7894-43ab-87f9-f908292ffc4a

Fwd: update list of delegation
From:
To:

Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Alexandra Tierney <alexandra.tierney@parliament.nsw.gov.au>, Meagan Tuck
<meagan.tuck@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Mon, 05 Feb 2018 17:19:41 +1100
Date:
Attachments: list of delegation.xlsx (10.36 kB); ATT00001.htm (168 bytes)
Please issue the invitation and I will sign Brenda knows how to do it
Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: Angela L <
@qq.com>
Date: 5 February 2018 at 4:15:05 pm AEST
To: Daryl.Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Subject: update list of delegation
Hello Daryl,
Please check the attachment and use this updated list for the invitation letter, nothing changes of
the itinerary but one more name added on it. Thank you .
Cherrs,
Angela
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Surname

Given Name

Gender

Passport No. Company

Position

TSE

GORDON

MALE

OZ DESIGNS AND MANUFACTURING CO LTD

GENERAL MANAGER

LIN

SHIJIA

FEMALE

OZ DESIGNS AND MANUFACTURING CO LTD

OPERATION MANAGER

LI

CUIYING

FEMALE

OZ DESIGNS AND MANUFACTURING CO LTD

SUBLIMATION MANAGER

LI

XIAOQIN

FEMALE

OZ DESIGNS AND MANUFACTURING CO LTD

PROJECT MANAGER

CEN

WEIWEI

FEMALE

OZ DESIGNS AND MANUFACTURING CO LTD

MARKETING MANAGER
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Need this typed and use the Chop
From:
To:

Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Alexandra Tierney <alexandra.tierney@parliament.nsw.gov.au>, Meagan Tuck
<meagan.tuck@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Date:
Tue, 13 Feb 2018 16:38:42 +1100
Attachments: IMG_1353.jpg (633.3 kB); ATT00001.txt (23 bytes)
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TAIWAN
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Date: 13th of Feb, 2018

Dear Sir/Madam,
I am writing to support of the student visa application of Ms. Yen-fei
I know Yen-fei through Mr. Nisin Sunito.who I have known for many yeays. Nisin is a successful
entrepreneur in Australia and runs Oceanic Group operating import/export and cattle business for the
last 30 years. Yen-fei is the girlfriend of Stefan Sunito, the son of Mr. Nisin Sunito who will be the
guarantor for her application^
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RE: Need this typed and use the Chop
From:

Alexandra Tierney <"/o=parl/ou=exchange administrative group
(fydibohf23spdlt)/cn=recipients/cn=amack284">
To:
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Date:
Tue, 13 Feb 2018 17:05:08 +1100
Attachments: DOC130218-007.pdf (543.12 kB)

-----Original Message----From: Daryl Maguire
Sent: Tuesday, 13 February 2018 4:39 PM
To: Alexandra Tierney; Meagan Tuck
Subject: Need this typed and use the Chop
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Daryl Maguire
Member for Wagga Wagga
Parliamentary Secretary for the Centenary of ANZAC,
Counter Terrorism, Corrections and Veterans.
76 Morgan Street (PO Box 2184) Wagga Wagga 2650
Tel: 02 6921 1622 or 1300 768 378
Fax: 02 6921 4424 Email: waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Web: www.maguireriverinamedia.com.au

For visa application of
Ycn-fei,

Parliament House Macquarie Street Sydney NSW 2000
Tel: 02 9230 2155

TAIWAN
DOB:
Passport No:

Dear Sir/Madam,
I am writing to support the student visa application of Ms. Yen-fei
I know Yen-fei through Mr Nisin Sunito. Nisin is a successful entrepreneur in Australia and
runs Oceanic Group operating import/export and cattle business for the last 30 years. Yen-fei
is the girlfriend of Stefan Sunito, the son of Mr. Nisin Sunito who will be the guarantor for
her application.
Nisin and his extended family are very well regarded in the business community, employing
many Australians and are enthusiastic promoters of this Country and its products.
I have not in the very many years of knowing Nisin and his family heard a negative word
spoken about their operation or business ethics.
Ms. Yen-fei is a most delightful individual who came to Australia from Taiwan to purse
further study in Marketing and Business Management so she could help with the family
business in the future.
I fully support her application for her study and encourage you to consider favourably the
granting of a Visa.
Yours sincerely

DARYL MAGUIRE MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
13 February 2018
AT
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RE: Greater Sydney Commission Meeting
From:
To:
Date:

Louise Waterhouse <louise@waterhouse.to>
Alexandra Tierney <alexandra.tierney@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Tue, 27 Feb 2018 11:05:18 +1100

Hi Alexandra,
Yes that would be fine.
Thank you.
Regards

Louise

Louise S.R. Waterhouse
Hon Consul

Consulate General of the Kingdom of Tonga
Level 6, 73 Walker St, (P.O. Box 238)
North Sydney, NSW 2059, Australia
Ph: + 61 2 9936 2028 Fax: +61 2 9936 2099
From: Alexandra Tierney [mailto:Alexandra.Tierney@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Tuesday, 27 February 2018 11:00 AM
To: 'Louise Waterhouse' <louise@waterhouse.to>
Subject: Greater Sydney Commission Meeting
Hi Louise
Unfortunately Greater Sydney Commission has cancelled the meeting on March 7 as the Deputy
Commissioner will now be away.
Would Monday 12th March at 4pm work instead?
Thank you
Alexandra Tierney
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
02 6921 1622
waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION

5

RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN INVESTIGATOR PAUL GRAINGER AND
INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX OF THE INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST
CORRUPTION AND BRENDA TRITTON AT WAGGA WAGGA CIVIC CENTRE
ON 30 OCTOBER 2018.
TIME:

12.42PM

PRESENT:

INVESTIGATOR PAUL GRAINGER
INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX
BRENDA TRITTON

GRAINGER:

This is a continuation of the electronic interview between Paul Grainger
and Brenda Tritton on the 30th of October, 2018. The time is now
12.42pm. Brenda, we have not had any conversation during the break,
have we?

TRITTON:

No, we haven't.

GRAINGER:

OK. Thank you. I was just asking about Country Garden, and you asked
who the, the Chairman of Country Garden is. My recollection is a person
by the name of G T Hoa, H-O-A.

TRITTON:

And that name is not familiar to me.

GRAINGER:

What, what do you recall about Country Garden?

TRITTON:

Well, very little, but there were often, pardon me, scheduled dinners at, in
Sydney for Country Garden, and I would put them in the diary, dinner,
Country Garden. I, I don’t think I recall anything else.

GRAINGER:

And what do you know Country Garden to be?

TRITTON:

I, I, I don’t know what that, I don’t know what they are. I mean, one
presumes that they're a Chinese company.

GRAINGER:

Have you formed a view about what they’ve done after Mr Maguire's
appearance at the Commission?

TRITTON:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK. Louise Waterhouse.

TRITTON:

Yes, I know that name.

GRAINGER:

And how do you know that name?
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TRITTON:

She attended some functions, fund raising functions, and she, yes, she
was a, a …. a person that we took phone calls from.

GRAINGER:

OK. From time to time or regularly?

TRITTON:

Yeah, from time to time, yeah.

GRAINGER:

And do you know what those calls were about?

TRITTON:

No, I don’t.

GRAINGER:

OK. Is there relationship between her and Mr Maguire?

TRITTON:

I know that she attended some fundraising functions, which the members
are required to fund raise. And she was a member of the public that
attended.

GRAINGER:

Does she live in Wagga Wagga?

TRITTON:

Not to my knowledge.

GRAINGER:

OK. William Luong?

TRITTON:

L-U.

GRAINGER:

O-N-G.

TRITTON:

Yes, he was a caller. I've not ever met the man.

GRAINGER:

And again, do you know what the calls were about?

TRITTON:

No, I don’t.

GRAINGER:

And you are aware of any business relationship between him and Mr
Maguire?

TRITTON:

Mr Maguire had, yeah, a relationship with him. What it involved, I do
not know.

GRAINGER:

So what do you know about the relationship?
relationship.

TRITTON:

Well, when someone phones in, that’s a relationship, isn't it? When
they're regular. He, we, we, then again, we, in the diary we would put
that he would be having dinner with William.

GRAINGER:

And what about Hoyuen Li?

TRITTON:

Ho -

GRAINGER:

H-O-Y-U-E-N. Surname is Li, L-I.

TRITTON:

I don’t recall that name.

GRAINGER:

Maggie Wang.
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TRITTON:

Yes, I do.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

I've met Maggie.

GRAINGER:

How do you know Maggie?

TRITTON:

Maggie, I met her at the office, and I have met her at functions in
Sydney.

GRAINGER:

And what's her role or relationship with Daryl?

TRITTON:

I don’t know. She appeared to be a personal friend.

GRAINGER:

OK. Well, how was she introduced to you?

TRITTON:

As Mary, Maggie Wang.

GRAINGER:

So did Daryl say what she did or -

TRITTON:

No, no he didn’t.

GRAINGER:

OK. Nissin Sunito.

TRITTON:

Not heard that name.

GRAINGER:

And Alan Eldridge.

TRITTON:

Alan Eldridge was a past general manager of the Wagga City Council.

GRAINGER:

Is there a relationship between he and Mr Maguire?

TRITTON:

They would converse regularly.

GRAINGER:

Did they have any business interest together?

TRITTON:

Not to my knowledge.

GRAINGER:

OK. What do you know about the Australia pacific - sorry - the Asia
Pacific Friendship Group?

TRITTON:

That Daryl was for a period of time the Chairman of the Asia Pacific
Friendship Group. He fundraised for the Honiara Hospital and a little
girl by the name of Gracie over there. He travelled as Chairman of that
Asian Pacific Friendship Group. They had regular meetings with Patricia
Broderick being the secretary. Yeah, he went to Samoa and Solomon
Islands, and some other areas as well, as Chairman.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

I looked at it as a very good thing though, where they used to fund raise
money, help the Honiara Hospital, and a couple of little patients over
there.

GRAINGER:

What's, what is the APFG?
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TRITTON:

It's a parliamentary convened organisation. The members are primarily
Members of Parliament.

GRAINGER:

Was anyone else a member? Do you know?

TRITTON:

Yes, I do.

GRAINGER:

OK. Well, who were they?

TRITTON:

I'm just trying to think. Gareth Evans. Someone else South Coast took
over. Constant, Minister Constance, I believe.

GRAINGER:

So other than Members of Parliament -

TRITTON:

There are a number of other people involved as well.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Do you know who they are?

TRITTON:

I don’t. I haven't looked at a membership listing of the Asian Pacific for
some period of time.

GRAINGER:

(UNDECIPHERABLE)

TRITTON:

It was all conducted by Sydney. We were just told of events or travel
arrangements.

GRAINGER:

So whom in Sydney would -

TRITTON:

Patricia Broderick.

GRAINGER:

OK. She coordinated, did she?

TRITTON:

That’s right, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. You mentioned fundraises that Daryl was involved in to, to
Honiara, did you, you said?

TRITTON:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

OK. Other than that was there any that you were aware of they were
involved in?

TRITTON:

I, I do know that a, a general practitioner from Wagga travelled with
Daryl, with medical supplies for the hospital. That a large sum of money
was provided for a little girl, Gracie, who has sincely, since passed away.
He was looking at, you know, providing bins and whatever for the streets
of Honiara.

GRAINGER:

Was there cultural meetings or anything like that at all?

TRITTON:

I, I can't say. He always travelled with a delegation.
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GRAINGER:

OK. So other than - you mention the Solomon Islands, and you mention
other Pacific Island countries before. What were they again, sorry?

TRITTON:

He went to Samoa. I can't recall.

GRAINGER:

And who organised the travel for that?

TRITTON:

Patricia Broderick from the - she's the Secretary of the -

GRAINGER:

OK. So the office in Wagga Wagga, generally, what part did you take in,
in the APFG, as in organising Daryl's involvement.

TRITTON:

I'd put it in his diary, his electronic diary and his book-based diary. I was
advised of the, of the details.

GRAINGER:

OK. With, did you personally liaise with Patricia Broderick at all?

TRITTON:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

In relation to it?

TRITTON:

Yes, I did.

GRAINGER:

What was that about?

TRITTON:

Suring up all the details and making sure that, you know, the
accommodation was booked and that he had the flights, providing his
passport, all those other details that are required for travel.

GRAINGER:

Visas?

TRITTON:

Yep. I understand she did all that. I didn’t ever do that.

GRAINGER:

So when you're working in the office, there'd be an EO2 there five days a
week. Is that right?

TRITTON:

That’s right.

GRAINGER:

Either a substantive person or someone acting in the role as EO2.

TRITTON:

That’s right.

GRAINGER:

And there'd be an EO1 as well.

TRITTON:

That’s right.

GRAINGER:

OK. And you’ve indicated that you're aware of what the EO1s were
doing because you either heard the directions or you were informed what
they were going to do.

TRITTON:

It was my role as an EO2 to know what, what was happening in the
office.

GRAINGER:

OK. In relation to the APFG, are you aware if Maggie Wang was
involved in that organisation?
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TRITTON:

I don’t know. I didn’t think so, no.

GRAINGER:

What about Gordon Tse?

TRITTON:

Not with the Asia Pacific, I don’t think.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you know of a country, company called G8way International?

TRITTON:

I don’t think that I've heard of G8way International?

GRAINGER:

It's a company operated by Phil Elliott.

TRITTON:

No, I don’t know. I've not heard of it.

GRAINGER:

How would, how big was the electorate office? Size-wise. As big as this
room here?

TRITTON:

No, it's bigger than this room. We, like, we had a kitchenette. We had a
corridor with a, with a compactus, and then, then we had this room, yeah,
yeah.

GRAINGER:

So the area that the electorate officers worked in -

TRITTON:

Was very confined.

GRAINGER:

- was -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So front counter.

TRITTON:

Front counter, and then I sat behind the glass at the front counter, and
then the EO1 sat over there, and then we had a media office behind me.

GRAINGER:

OK. And where was Daryl's office?

TRITTON:

Just there. This is the front, yeah. He could see who came through in the
front door.

GRAINGER:

And was Daryl someone who closed his door regularly or was it an open
door?

TRITTON:

He did close his door, but sometimes I close the door as well.

GRAINGER:

Why's that?

TRITTON:

Because of his bad language.

GRAINGER:

With whom?

TRITTON:

That was in the early days. I, I, I did not like the way he spoke, so I shut
the door and then he modified his behaviour.

GRAINGER:

OK. When you started working in the electorate office with Mr Schipp, I
think you said -
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TRITTON:

Joe Schipp, yes.

GRAINGER:

- yes, and when you started there, and then when Mr Schipp retired and
Daryl commenced, was that a continuation of employment or was -

TRITTON:

Yes, it was.

GRAINGER:

So when you started with Mr Schipp, did you receive a copy of a code of
conduct for parliamentary staff?

TRITTON:

Yes, I did.

GRAINGER:

Did you read it?

TRITTON:

Yes, I did.

GRAINGER:

Yep. Do you recall signing it and -

TRITTON:

No, I don’t.

GRAINGER:

OK. So you read, but you understand what, what the -

TRITTON:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

- requirements were? OK. Did you receive any training about the code
of conduct when you commenced working for Parliament?

TRITTON:

Not that I can recall.

GRAINGER:

OK. So your understanding is from what you read?

TRITTON:

That’s right.

GRAINGER:

And the code places certain restrictions on things people can and can't do
whilst they're employed as electorate officers. Is that right?

TRITTON:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

OK. And it's, it's, you are permitted to undertaken certain politically
based functions to support the members' political interests.

TRITTON:

That’s right.

GRAINGER:

So you can organise -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- meetings for the Liberal party and that type of thing. Send- send emails
about a branch meeting and that type of thing.

TRITTON:

Oh, yeah, very basic.

GRAINGER:

Basic stuff.

TRITTON:

Yeah.
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GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And there's a requirement within the code of conduct that prohibits a
member of the electorate office from participating in electric- at
electorate functions, doesn’t it?

TRITTON:

That’s right.

GRAINGER:

So -

TRITTON:

Election functions.

GRAINGER:

- functions, yeah.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

As in handing out leaflets in work time and that sort of stuff.

TRITTON:

In work time, that’s right.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

Yes, there is to be no campaigning from the electorate office. It's an
apolitical office.

GRAINGER:

Supposed to be an apolitical office.

TRITTON:

Ours, our, ours is, yeah.

GRAINGER:

As an electorate officer, have you ever been directed to do work that you
were concerned about, that would lead possibly to a conflict of interest?

TRITTON:

No.

GRAINGER:

Or been directed to do something that would lead to your private gain at
a public expense?

TRITTON:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

No.

GRAINGER:

So if you had concerns about that sort of thing, like a possible conflict of
interest a member has, or the member doing something using public
money to gain a private gain, what would you do about it?

TRITTON:

I haven't had to address it.

GRAINGER:

But what would you do?

TRITTON:

I guess I'd speak with a parliamentary officer.

GRAINGER:

The Clerk at the Parliament?
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TRITTON:

Yeah, or the speaker.

GRAINGER:

Your employment as electorate officer is based on the, the goodwill of
the Member. That correct? He can arbitrarily hire and fire as he sees fit?

TRITTON:

Yes, I understand he can, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. So would his ability to impact your employment have a determining
role and whether you were raise concerns or not?

TRITTON:

Sorry, repeat the question.

GRAINGER:

So if you were to come across something that raised concerns with you,
and you’ve said you haven't, but if you were, would the fact that Mr
Maguire or any Member of Parliament could terminate your services at
will impact on your willingness to report something?

TRITTON:

I would like to think that I have hire standards than that, that I, that if I
saw something that was contrary to my beliefs that I, I, I don’t think I'm
motivated by money.

GRAINGER:

So you're saying you would report something if something came across
your attention?

TRITTON:

It has not happened so I, I have not had to make that decision.

GRAINGER:

I know, but I'm saying, hypothetically if it did, you're saying -

TRITTON:

And it's a hypothetical I hope I would, yes.

GRAINGER:

Yes.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

You hope you would?

TRITTON:

Well, you know, that depends on the seriousness of it, you know, but I, I
would - yeah, I'll leave it at that.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

I'd like to think that I would.

GRAINGER:

Have you assisted Mr Maguire preparing his disclosures?

TRITTON:

I have typed them once.

GRAINGER:

OK. And what was the process of doing that?

TRITTON:

He used to handwrite the disclosures and we would type them.

GRAINGER:

So as you were preparing them - typing them up - based solely on Mr
Maguire had written or told you, is that right?

TRITTON:

Written.
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GRAINGER:

Written. And then what had happened after you typed them?

TRITTON:

Then they had to go to the Clerk at the house.

GRAINGER:

OK. Did Mr Maguire sign them?

TRITTON:

Yes, he did.

GRAINGER:

OK. There's two different requirements that Mr Maguire had. One to
report to the House and one to report to Department of Premier and
Cabinet, for his being the Parliamentary Secretary. Are you aware of
both of those?

TRITTON:

Yes, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. The process -

TRITTON:

Yep. We used to, yes, we used to have to.

GRAINGER:

The processing, the process of both of those, were that’s, that the same?
Mr Maguire would write in the amendments -

TRITTON:

Yes, yes -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TRITTON:

- he did, would, yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. Was there any confusion in the office about the requirements
between the two?

TRITTON:

No.

GRAINGER:

Are you aware of the New South Wales register of lobbyists?

TRITTON:

No.

GRAINGER:

It's a record of those who are permitted to lobby members of the
government on certain things. So the fact is you haven't, aren't aware of
it, I assume you’ve never consulted it about booking meetings for Mr
Maguire.

TRITTON:

With lobbyists?

GRAINGER:

With a person who - so if a property developer wanted to meet with Mr
Maguire, would you have ever checked the lobbyist register to see
whether that person -

TRITTON:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK. Is that because you didn’t, didn’t know it existed?

TRITTON:

That’s right.

GRAINGER:

Just gunna show you some documents now as we go, go along. And
these are extracts from your email account at Parliament. The
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Commission has obtained a series of email accounts, including the
Wagga Wagga electorate one. So within the office you all had personal
email accounts, which were your name @parliament.com.gov.au. And
there was the Wagga Wagga electorate email account. Who had access
to what account?

5
TRITTON:

I had access to all accounts.

GRAINGER:

OK. Could you send and receive from someone else's account?

TRITTON:

I could re- I could receive from other accounts, but I never had cause to
use someone else's account to send something. I used to use the
parliamentary one.

GRAINGER:

But you could if you wish -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- to?

TRITTON:

I guess so, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. But you never, you have never done that is that so?

TRITTON:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

Sometimes Daryl's name was put on it, yep.

GRAINGER:

Yeah,
so
the,
the
Wagga
Wagga
electorate
account,
waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au, that was the generic email account
that everyone had access to?

TRITTON:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

The EO2s, and I'm (UNDECIPHERABLE) talk about you, I assume, had
access to the EO1s email accounts?

TRITTON:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

Was that reciprocated? The EO1s had access to yours?

TRITTON:

Mm-hmm. Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. And they all have same rights to view and -

TRITTON:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. You, you said you mention - I mention Lydia Zhang before, and
this is an email in two -

TRITTON:

Lydia?

GRAINGER:

Lydia Zhang. In 2011. The 25th of January, 2011, at 5.43 pm in the
afternoon. And Lydia ask - it's sent to Daryl and then Daryl sent it to you
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- and it says, she says, "Dear Daryl, this should be the last group, need
the invitation, many thanks, three groups including this one." So was do you recall writing -
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TRITTON:

What was my response to that?

GRAINGER:

Don’t know. That’s what I'm asking you now. It has two names on it
and -

TRITTON:

Am I permitted to look at it?

GRAINGER:

Sure. Yeah. No problems at all. Do you recall that at all?

TRITTON:

Not that specifically, no.

GRAINGER:

OK. So generally were you asked to type letters for Chinese groups
coming to Australia? And what was the purpose of that?

TRITTON:

On one occasion I remember inviting them to the electorate, just to show
us off.

GRAINGER:

That’s one occasion. What are the other occasions?

TRITTON:

This, I think, was for a function in Sydney, to be invited to a function in
Sydney. I, I can only recall ever writing to Chinese saying, "Thank you
for visiting," or, "You're welcome to come here."

GRAINGER:

So the, "You're welcome to come here," why would you be writing that?

TRITTON:

To showcase our electorate. To see what, to see what we've got to offer.

GRAINGER:

So you're saying that the letters you wrote, which were the, "You're
welcome to come," always related to people coming to the electorate?

TRITTON:

Primarily, yeah, they did. It was a welcome generally to come and see
the electorate.

GRAINGER:

You said primarily then. So does that mean that some didn’t?

TRITTON:

Well, no, I, look, I think that they’ve all, just a, a welcome, you know, it
was a letter of introduction.

GRAINGER:

But for what purpose?

TRITTON:

To come and see the electorate. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

But why would they need a letter to come and see the electorate?

TRITTON:

That was not for me to question. That, that is a formality. That is a
pleasantry.

GRAINGER:

Surely that crossed your mind.

TRITTON:

Lots of things cross my mind.

GRAINGER:

OK. Well, what were, what were your thoughts about it?
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TRITTON:

It was still my job to do what I was instructed to do.

GRAINGER:

OK. But you're not a robot. Of course you have independent thought.

TRITTON:

So are you asking me what I thought?

GRAINGER:

Yes.

TRITTON:

It wasn’t for me to question, but I did, personally. I, you know, the, the
work conversations where -

GRAINGER:

Go on.

TRITTON:

I'm not too sure what else I can say. But you do question with the fact,
you know, why are these Chinese people coming here. I mean, Daryl
was bringing a big consortium of people here to look at the proposal to
create an exhibition centre. So it all tied in with, with that.

GRAINGER:

Brenda, I'm getting the impression you’ve, you're choosing your words
very carefully when replying to these questions.

TRITTON:

Is that not appropriate?

GRAINGER:

Well, I'm, I'm - as in, I think you're holding things back. So if you are,
please don’t.

TRITTON:

OK.

GRAINGER:

OK. As I said to start with, that this is a serious matter.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

We're trying to get to the bottom of what took place. We understand the
situation, but you need to be full and frank with us. OK?

TRITTON:

Obviously we all - I, I questioned the relationship with Ch- Daryl and
China. I, I always did. It was not something that I ever spoke openly
with him about it. Daryl and I enjoyed a, a relationship, but it was often
fraught with difficulties. From my part, I did not like the way he spoke
to people. I didn’t like his swearing. And he held us at an arm's length.
So it wasn’t for me to question. I questioned with my other EO2 partner,
and I just said, "I will do what's required in relation to China, and that’s
it".

GRAINGER:

So what were your concerns?

TRITTON:

Well, he travelled often to China. I mean, I'm sure you’ve got all that on
record. The fact that it was not, that I'm an EO2, I run the office and I
should've had a clearer picture as to what was happening. I never felt
that I had clarity when it came to that part of his life. I had clarity on all
other areas, you know, all constituencies, all the councils, all that sort of
thing. But I had concerns. Yes, I did. What do you do with concerns
like that though?
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GRAINGER:

Well, that’s what I asked you about the first time, about you having
concern.

TRITTON:

If I had, if I had a concrete reason to be concerned about his behaviour,
but because I was always kept at a distance, at arm's length, and I didn’t
involve myself with a lot of the Chinese stuff, my job was to look after
the constituency and that’s what I did.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

I did not believe that it had the gravity that I should be concerned so
much that I would involve a third person.

GRAINGER:

Daryl was a Member for Wagga Wagga.
community here?

TRITTON:

No, there's not. Not large.

GRAINGER:

There is a Chinese (UNDECIPHERABLE).

TRITTON:

There is a Chinese, yeah, there is, yep. We're very multicultural.

GRAINGER:

So there's not -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- there's not a significant Chinese -

TRITTON:

No.

GRAINGER:

- population here?

TRITTON:

Not nec- no.

GRAINGER:

OK. So do you recall every asking Daryl why you were so interested in
Chinese?

TRITTON:

I don’t ever ask - I know. I, because I would've been rebuffed.

GRAINGER:

And what do you mean by that?

TRITTON:

I would've been told to mind my own business.

GRAINGER:

OK. So as an employee of the Parliament, not an employee of Mr
Maguire -

TRITTON:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- where do you see your, your allegiances lie?

TRITTON:

To do the best job that I can as an EO2 for the constituency. You know,
the people come in - I, I work for the electorate. I work for the
electorate. Where do my allegiance alie? What - because we did so
much work on our own without a Member, because the Member is often
away, I guess, to the Parliament. I mean, I, you know, as I said, Daryl
and I did have at times a difficult relationship.
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GRAINGER:

OK. The, the interview here is not meant to be adversarial. We're trying
to illicit facts from you, OK. So, it's not meant to be me interrogating
you. I'm trying to find out the, the events that took place. And to do that
I need you to be, understand that, as it is there’s been no allegation made
of impropriety against you.

TRITTON:

'Cause there's no basis for it.

GRAINGER:

I've, I accept that, but I'm trying to understand what you know about
what took place, and you -

TRITTON:

In -

GRAINGER:

- in, in, in the office, and what took place with Daryl. Now, you’ve
described to me so far a, a hear no evil, speak no evil, see no evil type
situation where we just don’t want to know - that a, is that a fair
comment?

TRITTON:

Absolutely, yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

So to form that view that we don’t want to know, or you don’t want to
know, you must have had some level of concern about something that
was taking place.

TRITTON:

I, look, I elected to not give the China these, or very much of my time. It
was very much Daryl arranging that.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

You know, I was busy otherwise. I mean, look, I had concerns, but, well,
you know, how do I know what those concerns are? I thought, yes, you
are, you know, you're over there a lot, but that’s - is that - he's entitled to
a holiday or, you know, he did have lots of friends, he speaks a bit of
Mandarin, you know. Yeah, I, look, I, sure, I held concerns, but I - I
wouldn’t have known what those concerns were.

GRAINGER:

All right. So we'll, we'll put the Chinese to one side.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

He also had people like Mr Alha calling regularly.

TRITTON:

And he, he did concern me be -

GRAINGER:

'Cause he's a property developer from Campsie.

TRITTON:

Well, he's just got - I met Joe Al- at Daryl's 15 year celebration in
Parliament, and, you know, he, as a person he, he just didn’t measure up.
He, he was a, you know, a very hard man to like.

GRAINGER:

OK. Did you ever concern yourself or worry about why, what the
relationship was between the Member for Wagga Wagga and -
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TRITTON:

I - absolutely, absolutely, because, you know, we were dealing with
another council, we were dealing with another area, and we were dealing
with non-constituents.

GRAINGER:

OK. So we'll come to that in a second, how you were dealing with those
things, the writing to another council and the other constituents and
representations about Mr Alha made by Daryl. I'll come to that. So you,
you, in the background you have a, a, a concern about his relationship
with China, you have a concern about his relationship with Joe Alha, you
indicated that Mr Luong would call from time to time?

TRITTON:

Yes, he did.

GRAINGER:

And you weren't really aware of what that was about?

TRITTON:

I understand that that had something to do with an Aboriginal art
collection and seeing whether Mr Luong had premises that could house
that collection. But that could be wrong as well.

GRAINGER:

So you understood that William Luong had an Aboriginal art collection?

TRITTON:

No, someone else had an art collection, but he, perhaps, was finding a
home, for it.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So what's that got to do with Daryl?

TRITTON:

Daryl knew who owned that art collection, the people who owned the art
collection.

GRAINGER:

OK. And what about Maggie?

TRITTON:

Yeah, Maggie, Maggie seemed to have been quite a close friend to Daryl.
You know, when you are on - when - when you, like -intelligent,
whatever - these things come into your mind. I mean, you know, I would
like to think that - I mean, I'd be crazy not to have had some concerns, or,
or unintelligent. How, how you take, how, what you do with that
information, or how, how you take, and do you have to take it further. I
mean, they're the things you question.

GRAINGER:

So what were your concerns about Maggie?

TRITTON:

Not necessarily personally, no. I didn’t have concerns about her.

GRAINGER:

OK. What's -

TRITTON:

She came into, she came into Daryl's life, pardon me, after her marriage marriage broke down. So we presumed that there was some sort of link
there. But without any substance. This is just what's my head's telling
me.

GRAINGER:

I understand that.
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TRITTON:

It's, you know.

GRAINGER:

And you understand that our job is to take all these pieces -

TRITTON:

I know.

GRAINGER:

- and try to slot them together.

TRITTON:

I know, and I'm not trying to be difficult.

GRAINGER:

If you, if you think something is relevant, tell us.

TRITTON:

OK.

GRAINGER:

OK. That will save us, most probably a lot of the time, and a lot of angst.
So all that you told me now, you could've told me to start with.

TRITTON:

Well, I'm sorry to waste your time.

GRAINGER:

No, not wasting my time. I'm saying we, we could've saved some time
by being forthcoming.

TRITTON:

Put yourself in my role, though.

GRAINGER:

I, I do - I fully understand your position, and I, I, I do that -

TRITTON:

Do you, though?

GRAINGER:

I do. I do. I've been in the other side of the chair as well myself, so I
know the position. But as -

TRITTON:

Because this has come as personal -

GRAINGER:

I know you’ve lost your jobs. There's a number of things involved with
that, and we understand that. OK. With - what you described to me in
the office is a bit of a silo type thing, as in, none of you talk about what's
going on, or is it the case that the -

TRITTON:

We-

GRAINGER:

- electorate officers all spoke about what was going on?

TRITTON:

No, we, we, we - I have a very nice relationship with most of the
members of the staff. When you say a silo, that Daryl was building his
own silo and we were -

GRAINGER:

Well, I was say - you're saying to me that, that these people had call and
we didn’t basically want to know what it's about and -

TRITTON:

But we did discuss that within the electorate, and say, well, you know.
Sometimes you're too busy to even think about that, though. Like, you
just do it.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.
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TRITTON:

You know, you just put that phone call through to him, you know, and,
and, you know, he was not approachable. Like, I did - never feel the
freedom to say to him, hey, what does Maggie want, or, you know,
William Luong. I was directed to put in the diary. You know, a dinner
or a, or a meeting, or whatever.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

It wasn’t - it, it - I never felt that I had the freedom to say to him, what's
it all about?

GRAINGER:

You said when you started that you were close to a, a majority, or most
of the staff. Does that mean you were not close with some of the staff?

TRITTON:

We have one girl at the moment, Meagan Tuck, and she has - all the
other stuff, I, I always had a very good relationship with. Meagan is
problematic. Gossipy and whatever. And I would protect her from some
of the information that came across my desk. Because I just didn’t feel I
had the confidence with confidentiality out there in the big world.

GRAINGER:

So what type of information would that be?

TRITTON:

You know, some very private - some information comes, comes through
on my desk, you know, in relation to medical, you know, family issues or
whatever. I -

GRAINGER:

Like, constituents?

TRITTON:

Yeah, only -

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

- constituents, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Within the office were - the members of staff, they have their official
duties, you have to do as, as you described. The electorate officers look
after the constituents and the correspondents, that sort of stuff. It comes the day to day activities of the electoral officer.

TRITTON:

Sure.

GRAINGER:

Draft correspondence. Did Mr Maguire use the staff also as his personal
assistants, for things that were not work related? Booking his holidays.

TRITTON:

Yes, he did. Yeah, yeah, yeah. Well -

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

- yes, he, I would book his holidays.

GRAINGER:

OK.
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TRITTON:

Particularly in the last, you know, 12 months when his son in law was
particularly ill up in Noosa. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So were there other things that Mr Maguire had you do that were of a
personal nature, that were really outside your role as the electorate
officer?

TRITTON:

Not me personally, but I do think that some of the EO2 girls did, like,
he's got a horse agistment umm- I can't think of really anything, private
stuff. But, but I did do some airline bookings for him.

GRAINGER:

And that’s to go up to Noosa, was it?

TRITTON:

Well, they're the, they're the only ones that I can think of just recently,
yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. With, what about APFG things? Did you - were you involved in
booking of those?

TRITTON:

No. As I said before, Patricia Broderick was the secretary.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

She would just send me the airline details - the accommodation details.

GRAINGER:

Remember the first email I sent to you about the, the introduction forLydia Zhang asked for, you recall that one? Ultimately it went to the
Clerk of the Parliament, Russell Grove, and he wrote a letter for it.

TRITTON:

Invitation to attend.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.
I'll show you this is - it's Commission reference
D-1-0-4-4-3-4-9-0. It's an invitation – titled, “Letter of invitation”. It's
dated the 25th of January, 2011, and it's from Daryl Maguire to you, and
carbon copies in an earlier email, and a copy of a, of a letter itself.

TRITTON:

What is the concern here?

GRAINGER:

Well, I'm trying to understand the basis upon which the letter was
written, and you said that you think it might've been a, a formal function
or something maybe held at Parliament. From my reading of the letter, it
seems that Mr Grove is inviting the members of the delegation to attend
Parliament. What -

TRITTON:

And, and, and visit Parliament, meetings with Westfield, Macquarie
Bank -

GRAINGER:

Yep.

TRITTON:

- Barter Card Australia.

GRAINGER:

So what I'm trying to establish is, what's it got to do with Daryl?

TRITTON:

As Chairman of the Parliament- of the Asian Pacific.
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GRAINGER:

In 2011 he was?

TRITTON:

Was he? He was -

GRAINGER:

He, he was involved with the AFPG at that point in time.

TRITTON:

We received and highly appreciated Russell's assistant for the -

GRAINGER:

You don’t recall why Daryl - so you think this was because of his role in
the APFG?

TRITTON:

Yes, I did.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FOX:

You mentioned something earlier in relation - I think with Lydia Zhang
about the conference centre. Did you mean the trade centre?

TRITTON:

The trade centre.

FOX:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

TRITTON:

Yep.

FOX:

What was that? What's your understanding of what that, that concept
was?

TRITTON:

That the Chinese would buy land out here at Copeland Street, and build a
trade centre.

FOX:

And what was Daryl's involvement?

TRITTON:

Well, just as like a member, I always thought, you know.

FOX:

So he was involved in championing that project?

TRITTON:

Yeah, for sure.

FOX:

With - and that involved - so we understand that involved Lydia Zhang
and Humphrey Xu. Is that a name that’s (UNDECIPHERABLE).

TRITTON:

Yeah, I know. Yeah, Humphrey was a regular.

FOX:

OK. A regular telephone -

TRITTON:

Phone, yeah, telephone. Yeah, I -

FOX:

Did you ever meet?

TRITTON:

I didn’t - never met -

FOX:

OK.

TRITTON:

- Humphrey.
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FOX:

And that was a project that Daryl was helping to promote?

TRITTON:

Yeah, bring to fruition, yeah.

FOX:

And do you know what happened to that project?

TRITTON:

I didn’t, I'm not too sure whether it didn’t receive approval from the
council, but the Chinese just pulled out of it.

FOX:

And was that project - was that the first time you became aware of his
relationship with Lydia Zhang and Humphrey Xu? Or did - was that a
pre-existing relationship?

TRITTON:

I think it was pre-existing, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Recall I was talking to you earlier on about the letters of introduction that
were written for various Chinese groups to come here. Do you ever
recall any being written for delegations that weren't Chinese?

TRITTON:

Maybe Taiwan. And maybe Samoa. No, look, it was, it was mostly
Chinese.

GRAINGER:

So I'm struggling to understand, and I know if, you’ve sort of past your
answer before, but why these letters were needed? So is there some
reason why the Chinese have to have these letters?

TRITTON:

I, I understand that that’s a requirement of, of their government.

GRAINGER:

OK. So it's a requirement from China for, for them, their citizens to
travel (UNDECIPHERABLE).

TRITTON:

But that was my understanding.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Just -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- so, so I'm clear.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So why was Daryl the person they went to?

TRITTON:

I don’t.

GRAINGER:

Again, have you, did you ever sort of think about why is this?

TRITTON:

The whole Chinese thing, I chose not to, to know too much about.

GRAINGER:

OK.
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TRITTON:

I, I, it was something that I chose not to have too much of an involvement
in.

FOX:

Did you help maintain the China file, as it was called, in the office?

TRITTON:

Yeah, I did. Yeah.

FOX:

Whose idea was it to set that up?

TRITTON:

It was a, it was an office decision, yeah.

FOX:

And what, what records were filed in the China file?

TRITTON:

Any emails or correspondence had. We used - we kept copies of all of
that, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Did, did you have a records and management system within the office?

TRITTON:

Yeah, we did.

GRAINGER:

What did you use?

TRITTON:

Assist.

GRAINGER:

What was - what, what, what, like, corporately, we all use a thing called
TRIM, which is -

TRITTON:

No, we didn’t have a program. It was just what we set up ourselves.

GRAINGER:

OK. So how was that managed?

TRITTON:

We have miscellaneous files which don’t have a Ministry or a department
or some other, you know, organisation collected with them. So it was a
miscellaneous file. We had a China file which was just everything
relating to China was put in there.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

Daryl's itineraries, whatever.

GRAINGER:

So there was sufficient volume of material to create a file for it?

TRITTON:

Sure, yep.

GRAINGER:

Was there a Fiji file?

TRITTON:

No.

GRAINGER:

Japan?

TRITTON:

No.

GRAINGER:

So it was the only a China file?

TRITTON:

We had an Asian Pacific Friendship Group file and a China file.
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GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

The trade centre did generate quite a lot of correspondence. But each
year we would, we would have a China file.

GRAINGER:

So when - you said each year. Did you archive material as -

TRITTON:

Yep, we did.

GRAINGER:

So where was it archived?

TRITTON:

Up at the Charles Sturt University Archives from 1999 till about 2015,
and the rest have been destroyed.

GRAINGER:

So from 2015 onwards have been destroyed?

TRITTON:

That’s right.

GRAINGER:

And I assume that was when Mr Maguire resigned?

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Whose decision was to destroy it?

TRITTON:

That was a directive from Parliament House.

GRAINGER:

Whom from?

TRITTON:

I, I, I understand it was from the Speaker, yeah, 'cause that, that is what
happens when it -

FOX:

So just so we're clear, that wasn’t a directive, destroy the China file, that
was like, when, when a Member ceases to be a Member -

TRITTON:

Direct, yeah.

FOX:

- it's in relation -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

- to the -

TRITTON:

Yep, the whole of it.

FOX:

- the cleansing of the office -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

- of -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

- those -

TRITTON:

Absolutely.
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- critically -

TRITTON:

They - no.

FOX:

- political -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

- records?

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

So just so I'm clear, so when an independent comes in, he has, he has to
start from scratch (UNDECIPHERABLE).

TRITTON:

He has a blunt pencil and three pieces of paper.

FOX:

Yeah, so in relation to constituent issues, they're not carried over for -

TRITTON:

No.

FOX:

OK.

TRITTON:

Because, you know, we were given four days within which to vacate the
office. In those four days we were able to ring all current file, you know,
the constituents -

FOX:

Mmm.

TRITTON:

- and say, well, look, this is what's happened, we've asked the Ministry to
direct a, a response directly to you, we have to close the file. They - so
there, there wasn’t, there were no loose ends when we left the office.

FOX:

OK.

TRITTON:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Did that occur when it changed from Mr Schipp to Mr Maguire?

TRITTON:

Certainly not, no. There was just a trans, transfer of Members.

GRAINGER:

To why the difference?

TRITTON:

Because it's a completely different - the constituents that wrote to Mr
Schipp knew that a Liberal party member was coming in after him.

GRAINGER:

So it's a political decision?

TRITTON:

Yeah, it is. And when Daryl left the office and Joe McGirr came in it
was a different party altogether.

GRAINGER:

So the China file, it was there, and you said there was China files each
year, are they, the early ones still at the archives?

TRITTON:

I believe so, yeah. There's no reason for them not to be there.
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GRAINGER:

OK. At the Charles Sturt University?

TRITTON:

At the archives, yeah.

GRAINGER:

The, so did you consider the China file to be an official record?

TRITTON:

No, no, not necessarily, no.

GRAINGER:

So why was that destroyed?

TRITTON:

All files were destroyed.

GRAINGER:

OK. But the other files were, were destroyed for the basis of a change in
political alli -

TRITTON:

But so was the Wagga Base Hospital file. So was the u- Charles Sturt
University file. All of these other areas of interest to Daryl, they were all
destroyed.

GRAINGER:

OK. So the, the China file that was destroyed - and did you say you
didn’t consider it to be an official -

TRITTON:

Well, it, it - because it didn’t impact on the electorate, it was seen - from
my point of view it, it was seen as a, you know a, extra file.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So the direction from the Speaker to destroy it all, was that done in
writing or verbally -

TRITTON:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

- or as a mem -

TRITTON:

No, it's in writing, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Someone sent down somebody to destroy -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- everything, did they?

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

So this the Speaker, not the Clerk?

GRAINGER:

Shelley Hancock.

TRITTON:

Well, it was either from the Speaker or, or from the Clerk.

GRAINGER:

'Cause there's certain requirements under the State Records Act to
maintain -

TRITTON:

Yeah, and -
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GRAINGER:

- government records -

TRITTON:

That’s right.

GRAINGER:

- for a certain period of time.

TRITTON:

Yep, stately, statutory limitation, sure.

GRAINGER:

So how does that relate to -

TRITTON:

I don’t know. We, we - the directive was there and that’s what we did. I
mean, we were pretty aggrieved at this time. We, we -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TRITTON:

- were - we were handled very brutally.

GRAINGER:

OK. With -

TRITTON:

We would've burned that place down.

GRAINGER:

We mention Joe Alha before, and you told about meeting him at the 15
year Parliament function in Sydney, and you didn’t warm to him.

TRITTON:

No.

GRAINGER:

And you indicated you - he was a frequent caller the office, and you held
some concerns in relation to that.

TRITTON:

There are correspondence from Joe as well, in terms of seeking approval.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

Council approval.

FOX:

This is in relation to his development in Campsie?

GRAINGER:

That’s it.

FOX:

Beamish Street?

GRAINGER:

I'll show you some documents now.

TRITTON:

Sorry.

FOX:

That’s OK.

TRITTON:

I just need some lip gloss. You cannot conduct interviews without lip
gloss.

GRAINGER:

Well, I've tried to for most of my life.

TRITTON:

You want some?

GRAINGER:

No, thank you. This is a, an email from Daryl Maguire to yourself, and
it's dated the 6th of July, 2011. And it actually attaches an email from
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Hila Alha, who is Joe's wife. Daryl has forwarded it to you and said,
"Please treat as urgent to Kath McFarlaine in Brads office." Now, I
assume Brad would be Brad Hazzard, who at this point in time would've
been the Minister for Planning. OK. Have a look at that. See if it sparks
up recollection from you. Do you recall that?
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TRITTON:

Yes, I do.

GRAINGER:

So what ended up happening with that?

TRITTON:

That whole file was sent to Brad Hazzard. Yeah, as instructed.

GRAINGER:

OK. And what did you receive a response?

TRITTON:

Seven years ago. Did we receive a response? I, I presume we did.

GRAINGER:

So when you write to Brad Hazzard, from behalf of Daryl, does Daryl
dictate a letter or -

TRITTON:

No.

GRAINGER:

He does. What -

TRITTON:

No, he doesn’t.

GRAINGER:

- what, what do you say?

TRITTON:

There's a format to say, you know, we've been approached by, you know,
Joe Alha. I was always concerned that it was outside of our electorate,
why we were doing this, why his local member wasn’t able to do it.
Don’t know.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

So you would just say, you know, "Please see correspondence from Joe
Alha which relates to subdivision in Canterbury," you know, "Can you
give your consideration to the matter raised?"

GRAINGER:

Did the Minister rep- write back and say, "What sort of deal with Daryl?"

TRITTON:

No, I don’t recall ever seeing that.

GRAINGER:

OK. So there's, there's other times you’ve advocated on behalf of Mr
Alha to, to various people?

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And what are they? Do you recall?

TRITTON:

It all did deals with property. There's no medical or, you know, it, it is all
deal with property.

GRAINGER:

And what was the basis of the correspondence?

TRITTON:

That he was not able to get through the Council.
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FOX:

So Mr Alha was seeking to develop - he was having trouble cutting
through the bureaucracy of a council?

TRITTON:

Yep.

FOX:

The Canterbury Council as it was at the time?

TRITTON:

That’s right, yep.

FOX:

And this was his way of trying to go above the Council?

TRITTON:

"We're writing this letter to seek your guidance -

FOX:

Yeah.

TRITTON:

- and assistance in amicably resolving any further matter with Council."

FOX:

So that was the general tenor of, of -

TRITTON:

Absolutely, yeah.

FOX:

- of the -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

- Joe Alha -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

- related enquiries?

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Did you think that Mr Alha was a friend of Mr Maguire's?

TRITTON:

Yes, I did.

GRAINGER:

Was it proper for him to be advocating for a friend to the Minister?

TRITTON:

Are you asking me personally?

GRAINGER:

Mm.

TRITTON:

No, it's not.

GRAINGER:

OK.

25

TRITTON:

If that was my decision, I would've sent that to the Member for, who,
who covers the council of Canterbury. But, you know, I mean,
theoretically we work for the Member. And if I had said to him, "Yeah,
what are we doing with this?" you know, he would've given me some
answer that would've, you know, made me feel it was OK.
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But clearly you didn’t.
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TRITTON:

But at that time you don’t think that there's anything adverse in it. And it
wasn’t until I met Joe Alher, Alha that I felt uneasy with him.

GRAINGER:

But the facts still remain in 2011 there was a developer in Campsie
writing to Daryl, asking him to intervene in a planning matter in
Campsie.

TRITTON:

Which is not usual, but it's not necessarily unusual.

FOX:

So it's not -

TRITTON:

For Daryl to do that.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FOX:

Yeah (UNDECIPHERABLE).

TRITTON:

For Daryl to do that, for, yeah.

FOX:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So it's not unusual for Daryl to do that?

TRITTON:

No, no. If he felt that he was able to further a matter for somebody,
that’s fine. But with no, I, I, I never, ever thought there was ill intent.

GRAINGER:

So, for example, if I were to write to Paul - to Daryl Maguire, and living
in a different electorate and said, "Daryl, can you please help me with
this development I have in the Gosford electorate?" are you saying that
Daryl would -

TRITTON:

Consider it, yeah. And, you know, you don’t know what conversations
Daryl has had with Brad Hazzard in relation to the Canterbury Council.
Like, I'm not, I'm not privy to what other conversations take place.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, of course not, of course not.

TRITTON:

And Joe, and Joe - Brad Hazzard could well have said, "Send in the
letter" you know, "mark it to my attention".

GRAINGER:

That doesn’t change the fact about why he's writing to Daryl.

TRITTON:

But it's not wrong. It's just not what protocol indicates.

GRAINGER:

You know it becomes wrong if they're seeking a personal benefit from it?

TRITTON:

I'm not to know that that -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TRITTON:

- was what was behind it all.

GRAINGER:

As I said to you no, no one's questioning what you did or didn’t do.
What we're trying to understand is why it happened.

TRITTON:

I can't - I can't answer that, though. Yeah.
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GRAINGER:

You can tell us what you were told to do and what -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- what occurred and -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- what your concerns were about.

TRITTON:

I would like to think that there was no personal gain there but, I mean,
that goes back to 2011.

GRAINGER:

Certainly.

TRITTON:

That concerns me. And this has all gone over in my head a thousand
times.

GRAINGER:

I can imagine. Is that since Daryl's appearance in the Commission?
Yeah. Do you know who Kevin Salmon is?

TRITTON:

Yes, I do.

GRAINGER:

Who's Kevin Salmon?

TRITTON:

He owned a company in Sydney called Smart Money or Smart, no.
Kevin Salmon. He's here from Wagga. He's, he's the manager of the coop, isn't he? At Moorong Street.

GRAINGER:

I don’t know.

TRITTON:

Yes, he is. Kevin Salmon. Yeah, he's a local.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

And he did travel with Daryl to China.

GRAINGER:

OK. So what was the, the purpose of that trip? Do you know?

TRITTON:

No, I don’t know. Daryl did take a number of businessmen over there, at
periods of time, yeah. And we, look, I just probably looked at it as being,
you know, furthering their business, being able to export or import.

GRAINGER:

So he's a - Kevin's a local, runs a co-op, did you say?

TRITTON:

Yeah, I think -

GRAINGER:

What's a, what's a co-op?

TRITTON:

It's called the marong - Moorong Co-op. I don’t know the full name of it.
It's in Moorong Street.

GRAINGER:

And what do they do? What, what does it -

25

30

Volume 27

1652

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

5

10

15

20

25

30

TRITTON:

They sell, they sell farm equipment and clothing. It's like a, you can buy
wheat there, you can buy a tractor there, or you can buy a pair of boots.
Like a, you know.

FOX:

Agricultural supplies?

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So -

TRITTON:

Are you able to tell me anything about Daryl?

GRAINGER:

No.

TRITTON:

No. Right. OK. That’s fine.

GRAINGER:

Depends what it is. What do you want to know?

TRITTON:

Not, you're not gunna tell me what I want to know.

GRAINGER:

OK. Well, then.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

The, the co-op you described, and you said that Daryl took people to
China, business people from time to time.

TRITTON:

Sure, yeah.

GRAINGER:

And I have - don’t have a - don’t know the place - haven't seen it, but I
don’t understand what possible business a local club in Wagga could
have with China.

TRITTON:

He might've just been a friend accompanying Daryl. I don’t know.

FOX:

Can you think of any other Wagga businessperson who accompanied him
overseas?

TRITTON:

Can I think of any?

FOX:

Mmm.

TRITTON:

Yeah, Shaun Duffy went with him.

FOX:

Yeah.

TRITTON:

He's with -

FOX:

And what line of work is Sean in?

TRITTON:

Steel fabrications, I think.

FOX:

OK. So Shaun Duffy, Mr Salmon.
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TRITTON:

And Alan Eldridge, but he - did he go as general manager or, I think in
that time? Who else can I think of? Not at, not at this stage, but yeah, I,
I was aware that he took -

FOX:

Yep.

TRITTON:

- business people to China.

GRAINGER:

And whose Nicole Hatton?

TRITTON:

Nicole Hatton was, when Daryl was the Opposition Whip, she worked
for him.

GRAINGER:

And what was her role? When was Daryl the Whip again? What period
of time? Do you remember?

TRITTON:

From about 2011 to - don’t quote me on that. Nicole worked with a
Rebecca Cartwright in the Whip's office. And she was, yeah, his personal
PA in Sydney. She travelled with him to China, I believe.

GRAINGER:

So if she worked in the Whip's office, who shared responsibilities for his
diary - did she have access to his diary or was that done by the electorate
staff?

TRITTON:

She had access to it, but yeah.

GRAINGER:

You maintained it?

TRITTON:

I maintained it, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FOX:

So he - when - so in 2011 the Libs came to power.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

And Mr O'Farrell was the Premier, and, and did Mr O'Farrell appoint
Daryl to be the Whip shortly after the election?

TRITTON:

Yes, he did, yeah.

FOX:

OK. And then when Mr O'Farrell resigned, and Mr Baird became the
Premier a couple years later, was that the end of his tenure as Whip?

TRITTON:

He, he worked for a little bit longer with Baird, and then -

FOX:

Yep.

TRITTON:

- he resigned that position, and then -

FOX:

Right.

TRITTON:

- got a Parliamentary Secretary.

FOX:

OK.
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TRITTON:

I mean, I've got, it's all on record, that.

FOX:

Yeah, sure.

TRITTON:

yeah.

FOX:

And at that time then, so 2011 till say 2013, around there, when -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

- Mr O'Farrell resigned, your understanding was that Hatton, Ms Hatton
was working with Ms Cartwright in the Whip's office as a electorate
officer to -

TRITTON:

Yeah, yeah, yeah.

FOX:

- well to -

TRITTON:

Support, yeah.

FOX:

- support officer.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

OK. And then after that period, it looks like she stayed in Parliament.
What was her role after Daryl left the position of Whip?

TRITTON:

He, she worked in the Whip's office for a short period of time. I don’t
think she did. Like, she went with Patterson. Well, Rebecca Cartwright's
with Patterson.

FOX:

Right. So -

TRITTON:

But I think Nicole left.

FOX:

You think Nicole left Parliament?

TRITTON:

Yeah, yeah.

FOX:

OK (UNDECIPHERABLE)

TRITTON:

Yeah, 'cause she, she got a job in a medical centre.

FOX:

All right. Is there any chance that she could've gone back to Parliament
and you may not have been aware?

TRITTON:

I have, yeah.

FOX:

Yeah.

TRITTON:

I didn’t maintain a personal relationship with her.

GRAINGER:

This - we were discussing invitation letters before, and I - think I
mentioned to you Gordon Tse, T-S-E.

TRITTON:

Mm-hmm.
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GRAINGER:

You knew him and you'd have number of conversation with him.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And -

TRITTON:

He was a regular.

GRAINGER:

OK. Did you have a view whether he was a friend of Daryl's or not?

TRITTON:

My view was that he was quite a close friend, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FOX:

'Cause he'd lived in Wagga before, hadn't he, Mr Tse? Ran a restaurant
here?

TRITTON:

Yep.

FOX:

So he was well known around the town, pretty well known around the
town anyway.

TRITTON:

Yep.

FOX:

Before -

TRITTON:

And we didn’t know whether he had a relationship with Maggie, or Daryl
did.

FOX:

Right.

TRITTON:

Like, whether that was discussed, I guess, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. I'm just gunna show you another letter that’s been written, and it
was - it's a chain. It starts from the email address of chinamitre10@
some aliyun.com. Now, Mitre10's obviously the hardware store. China
Mitre10. Did, did Mr Tse run hardware stores at all when he was here?

TRITTON:

Not that I’m aware of.

GRAINGER:

Not that you're aware of?

TRITTON:

No.

GRAINGER:

He says to Daryl -

TRITTON:

The Li- Ligakris family L-I-G-A-K-R-I-S family ran the Mitre10.

GRAINGER:

OK. So this, this email to start with, is from this ChinaMitre10 email
address, to Alan Eldridge and Daryl Maguire, and to someone called
Angela. It says, "Hi mate, would you please write an invitation for our
group of delegation? Date, plan, and name list already in the email I
sent. Thanks so much. Gordon". Daryl sent it to Nicole Hatton, Nicole
sent it to Daryl, and then Daryl sent it to you. Just
(UNDECIPHERABLE) It's reference D-1-0-4-4-3-4-7-7-5. So is it the
possibility you put it onto letterhead to send it?
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TRITTON:

Possibly, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. So you remember la- before I was asking you about the frequency
of writing the letters and the basis upon which I needed. In seeing that
letter, Daryl started off with as -

TRITTON:

Member for Wagga and Parliamentary Secretary.

GRAINGER:

- Member for Wagga, Parliamentary Secretary, Chairman of the APFG.
So it has some standing as an official letter.

TRITTON:

Sure.

GRAINGER:

Which is going to some Chinese government official to authorise the
travel of these people to Australia. Do you know what authority JoeDaryl had to write these letters?

TRITTON:

As Chairman of the Parliament- my presumption was as Chairman.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

Of the APFG?

TRITTON:

Yep, for sure, yeah.

GRAINGER:

And that’s just something you're assuming? You'd never asked him?

TRITTON:

No, it was just, just accepted.

GRAINGER:

OK. So if, if you were to, and this I believe is written by Nicole Hatton,
because your BT is not down the bottom. Because your - you usually put
in your letters. When you wrote a letter for Daryl - if you written one of
these introductory type letters - would you put all the preamble as the
member for Wagga, and APFG, and Parliamentary Secretary, and all the
official titles on it?

TRITTON:

Well, it'd be on his letterhead. Is that what you're asking me?

GRAINGER:

Mm.

TRITTON:

Yeah. His letterhead accepts all that.

GRAINGER:

OK. So do you see there's a difference between being the chairman of
the APFG, which is an honorary type role, as opposed to being a Member
of Parliament and a Parliamentary Secretary?

TRITTON:

But I - I never questioned that. Because he was appointed as a - a
Chairman of the Parliamentary Asian Pacific, I thought that the two go
hand in hand.

GRAINGER:

OK. So your understanding, and please tell me if I'm wrong, that this
was a - a function of -of Mr Maguire's parliamentary duties. Is that -

30

35

Volume 27

1657

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

5

10

15

20

25

30

TRITTON:

Sure, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

Yeah, never questioned that.

GRAINGER:

Mm, OK. Did Mr Maguire ever say, "Hang on, this is not how it should
be presented, it should be done differently"?

TRITTON:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK. There letters, when they were written - these introductory letters,
were they electronically signed or Mr Maguire signed them personally?

TRITTON:

He liked to sign things personally, yeah.

GRAINGER:

He had a big, thick -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- blue pen, didn't he? Yeah, more like a Texta.

TRITTON:

It was a Texta.

GRAINGER:

OK. Here's - here's a - a copy of the finished letter which you sent back
to Nicole.

TRITTON:

That's just - yeah, that's my letter.

GRAINGER:

Does that look like an electronic signature or a, actual signature?

TRITTON:

That's an electronics one.

GRAINGER:

OK. Mm.

TRITTON:

Or could we have a stamp as well?

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

Could've been his stamp.

GRAINGER:

Did your stamp come out in big black -blue writing, or was it a black
stamp? Or -

TRITTON:

Black stamp. I would suggest that's a stamp.

GRAINGER:

OK. You see in here he refers to the Mill development.

TRITTON:

I noticed that.

GRAINGER:

And what's the Mill development?

TRITTON:

My understanding is that the Mill on the highway. And I didn't know
that he ever had any involvement in that.

GRAINGER:

Who? Gordon -
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And that -

GRAINGER:

Gordon Tse or Daryl?

TRITTON:

Daryl, yeah. And that was, you know - like, we're going back to 2011.

GRAINGER:

'14.

TRITTON:

'14. Yeah, well, that was before the mill development began.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

That's the one by the railway line, there?

TRITTON:

Yeah. Yeah, as you go into town.

FOX:

It's got the apartments, and then, commercial underneath.

TRITTON:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

So the letter talks about Mr Tse who we've established is - you believe is
a friend of Daryl's, and four other Chinese nationals coming to Sydney,
Canberra, the Riverina, and Melbourne in November '14, and they're
going to visit the Mill development in the Riverina, and will develop
strong relations. What does any of that mean?

TRITTON:

What does that mean? Hold hands in a development.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm. Mr Maguire's a Whip at this point in time according to the
letter. You - you reside in Wagga, do you, yourself?

TRITTON:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

And Tim mentioned to you before the Wei Yu Trade Centre.

FOX:

Wuhai.

GRAINGER:

Wuhai, sorry. Wuhai.

TRITTON:

W - yeah.

GRAINGER:

Wuhai. I never pronounce it correctly. What was the - the community
perception about that?

TRITTON:

Well, they were sceptical.

GRAINGER:

Mm'hm. And why was there scepticism?

TRITTON:

Well, you know, it was so big. It was a big - going to a big, you know,
production on, you know, land out at Copeland Street, which I think is a
flood plain. Like, it's a, you know, like - yeah. They were just concerned
about how it would impact on the retail industry.

GRAINGER:

And did you have concerns?
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TRITTON:

Yeah, for sure. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And what were they?

TRITTON:

That we didn't want it.

GRAINGER:

And why?

TRITTON:

Well, I probably didn't understand totally what it was, but it was sort of
like - my understand that what is - you know, it was an area where people
- retailers could come and buy stuff, and then, take it to their - like, it was
a warehouse.

GRAINGER:

Mm'hm.

TRITTON:

I just didn't think that it would ever succeed.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

And how was it going to function? Who were going to be the people
selling items?

TRITTON:

The Chinese.

GRAINGER:

So there's a flow-on effect from that.

TRITTON:

Yeah, like, we were gnna have boom in the housing industry, we were
gunna have, you know, these Chinese people here. You know, it was - it
was gunna be wondrous. Mm.

GRAINGER:

Reportedly wondrous.

TRITTON:

From Daryl's point of view, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. Was this something he discussed in the office?

TRITTON:

Not to - no in depth. No.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

Obviously a member of the community, you were aware of what was
going on, though.

TRITTON:

Yeah, the community were aware of it.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

For sure, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Was - was Daryl aware of the community concerns?

TRITTON:

I presume he was. Yeah.
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GRAINGER:

Did you ever speak to him about that?

TRITTON:

Yeah, he didn't - he - yeah. Mm, he - he was gunna go ahead anyway.
Yeah. He's quite a headstrong person who - who's directional.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm. But as a person who serves the community that's elected him,
and the community doesn't want it, he's gunna go ahead anyway.

TRITTON:

Well, that was my perception of it.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

So you'll see in that last e-mail was an e-mail about the mill which was
another last development.

TRITTON:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

But for some reason there's this group of Chinese people coming in to see
it, and I believe, ultimately, a Chinese company may have bought the
development.

TRITTON:

I was not aware of that.

GRAINGER:

Do you see the common theme starting to emerge here? So when you
did whatever you did with this letter - put on a letterhead, or -

TRITTON:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

- sent it back, did you - were you connecting the dots about what's going
on here?

TRITTON:

Well, you do, but what do you do about it? Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

My focus was on the constituency. I did leave a certain amount of that to
Daryl.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

TRITTON:

Because - because I wasn't involved in it, I felt that this is - this is where I
concentrate my - my - my time.

GRAINGER:

Mm.

FOX:

Did you know how long he'd been a friend of Alan Eldridge?

TRITTON:

No. Alan only came here, though - he came from somewhere else to be
the General Manager. Are you asking me, did I know if Daryl knew
him -

FOX:

Yeah, just if you -

TRITTON:

- prior to his -
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FOX:

If you knew the, sort of -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

How long they'd been friends.

TRITTON:

No, but I knew that they were quite good friends. Yeah. I can't answer
that. I don't know.

GRAINGER:

So I'm just– I’m just- going back to the letter to Gordon Tse. I'm not sure
if you can answer this or not, but your - is it your understanding that the
letter written on the base that Daryl was the Chairman of the APFG?

TRITTON:

Sure, yeah, yep.

GRAINGER:

That would mean there's some linkage with the APFG, and those people
coming to -

TRITTON:

Mm, yep.

GRAINGER:

- those various places.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

Did you form the same view about the Wuhai Trade Centre? Did you
suspect that was linked to his APFG role?

TRITTON:

No.

FOX:

So you were aware that was separate. That was just something for
Wagga.

TRITTON:

Completely. Yeah.

FOX:

OK.

TRITTON:

Yeah, I had - it concerns me, though, that your concerns go back as far as
2011.

GRAINGER:

Like the fact that we've known about it since 2011, or we're backtracking
that far?

TRITTON:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

Why does that concern you?

TRITTON:

Am I so stupid?

GRAINGER:

Well, you were there at the time, so we can only try to judge what you
knew at that time.

FOX:

It's not a reflection on you.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, if that's what you're saying. I'm not saying you're stupid in any
shape or form. We're just trying to -
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FOX:

Hindsight's a beautiful thing. We have the beauty of, you know, putting
pieces of paper together, all the records together, and build a picture of
what was happening to some extent.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

Whereas you go through the back, it's harder, but to some extent, you can
see what was happening back as far as -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

- 2011. But -

TRITTON:

That's a concern -

FOX:

- that, it's hindsight.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

That's what it is.

TRITTON:

And I only worked two days a week. Margaret works three days.

FOX:

Yeah.

15

TRITTON:

So in that time, you know, I would put my head down on the Thursday
morning, catch up with what happened. Friday, I'd do the diary.
Monday, I'd do my work. Tuesday, I'd finish my work. So I'm not trying
to, you know, get out of anything here, but I'm just saying to you, those
four days were very concentrated.

20

FOX:

That's four days over two weeks.

TRITTON:

Yeah, I'd -

FOX:

Yeah.

TRITTON:

I'd work the Thursday, Friday, and then, the Monday, Tuesday.

FOX:

Yeah.

TRITTON:

So the first day and the last day were, you know, familiarising myself,
and then, tidying up. So -

FOX:

Did you ever hand over with Margaret?

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

Would she leave you -

TRITTON:

Sure. Sure.

FOX:

- like, a written hand over -

TRITTON:

Yeah.
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FOX:

- or verbal? Or -

TRITTON:

It was always verbal. Yeah.

FOX:

Yeah.

TRITTON:

Or we would read - we would leave notes on things. So, yeah.

GRAINGER:

It's our job to try and connect the dots, not yours.

TRITTON:

I know.

GRAINGER:

At the time, you were, you know - you had other functions to do at the
time. In memory, could recall UWE and we spoke about Leeton and the
oaten hay plant, and -

TRITTON:

Mm'hm.

GRAINGER:

And you were aware that Daryl advocated for that -

TRITTON:

Mm'hm.

GRAINGER:

- thing? So what did he advocate about? What, what did you do to
promote it?

TRITTON:

I don't know what he did to promote it.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

TRITTON:

But I do know that there was an exercise conducted over at Leeton at
some stage where there was dinner.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm .

TRITTON:

And all players were, you know, present. I don't know what he did to
promote it.

GRAINGER:

So who were the players?

TRITTON:

Well, I think it was the Leeton Shire Councillors, and must've -

GRAINGER:

Adrian Piccoli was the -

TRITTON:

Yeah, he was -

GRAINGER:

- Member for -

TRITTON:

- the Member there.

GRAINGER:

So -

TRITTON:

I think he was there as well.

GRAINGER:

OK. Wouldn't there be some angst between Members treading on each
other's turf? Is that -
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TRITTON:

I don't know how that happened, but I do know that it was my role to ring
the, Piccoli's office.

GRAINGER:

Piccoli was the Minister, too, wasn't he? For education.

TRITTON:

Education. Yes, he was. And, but my role, protocol indicates that I have
to allow that - I have to inform that office that another Member is coming
into their electorate.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

So I did that. I spoke with Sally, whatever her name is, over there.
Yeah.

GRAINGER:

What for?

TRITTON:

Well, I think Adrian was present.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

You think Adrian went to that function?

TRITTON:

Look, I can't recall. I believe he did.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

Do you have to go this, through this seven times?

GRAINGER:

No, there's different things for different people. So you don't see what
the others have done, and -

TRITTON:

OK.

GRAINGER:

OK? So it's about putting the pieces together. What's the ROBE facility?
R-O-B-E.

TRITTON:

That's a, DD Saxena owns that, and it's the Riverina Oil Biodiversity.

GRAINGER:

And what do they do?

TRITTON:

Produce oil from canola.

GRAINGER:

OK. As, as in fuel oil or edible oil?

TRITTON:

I don't know. Edible oil, I think. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And, so stuff to make margarine out of.

TRITTON:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Do you know if - I mentioned UWE before, and I asked you whether
you're aware of another - other than Leeton, whether they have another
place somewhere else in New South Wales.
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TRITTON:

Mm. No.

GRAINGER:

You don't know if they do?

TRITTON:

Don't know.

GRAINGER:

Have you heard of a thing called Currabubula Station up near Tamworth?

TRITTON:

No.

GRAINGER:

Do you - there's an invite here for Mr Maguire to attend Currabubula
Station on the 11th of November, 2016. Daryl sent it to you.
Commission reference D-1-0-5-1-9-9-6-3. It's an email chain culminating
in an email from Daryl to you. And it's - Daryl was to fly to Tamworth
on the, on the 21st of November, return on the 22nd. It's an event. And
from my recollection, there was some- a Minister involved, Kevin,
Minister for Primary Industry at the time. I can't remember his surname.
Do you know - I'll show you the email.

TRITTON:

The name, Currabubula, is familiar to me, but not - oh the signing
ceremony. So it was me - for me to put in his diary.

GRAINGER:

OK. So that - I'm gunna - I take it on board that you - you weren't always
told the base upon which something happened.

TRITTON:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

I don't understand why Daryl would go to the opening of a place in
Tamworth.

TRITTON:

“Jimmy might have to fly to Tamworth. He suggests that you get the
early afternoon flight from Sydney to Tamworth, and he will pick you up
from Tamworth Airport, and then, show you around the farm before the
official event."

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TRITTON:

That was their premise.

GRAINGER:

In what capacity would Daryl attend?

TRITTON:

Mates with Jimmy.

GRAINGER:

So on - on that basis, I assume that government money wasn't expended
in his flights.

TRITTON:

Does it say in here?

GRAINGER:

No, it doesn't.

TRITTON:

"And if you are flying on your own" - OK.
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GRAINGER:

So bookings for travel for that type of thing. Who would have done that?

TRITTON:

I didn't. I wouldn't have done that because he has sent that to me to put
in the diary.

GRAINGER:

So if you didn't do it, who possibly else could've done it?

TRITTON:

The Sydney office.

GRAINGER:

So it could've been Nicole?

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

This is 2016.

TRITTON:

Yeah, see, she would've gone by then.

GRAINGER:

He didn't have a Sydney office in 2016.

TRITTON:

Oh, well, look, maybe, you know - maybe we did. I don't know. I can't
recall. But, yes.

GRAINGER:

Unless there was some linkage to his electorate.

TRITTON:

Or whether there was going to be another plant opened up in Leeton. I
don't know.

GRAINGER:

But Leeton's not in the electorate.

TRITTON:

Mm, yeah.

GRAINGER:

It would be improper to use his travel allowance.

TRITTON:

Well, that's if he has, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, I'm saying it, it -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- would be improper if he did -

TRITTON:

Sure.

GRAINGER:

- use his allowance -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- to fund a flight to go to the opening of a friend's plant in -

TRITTON:

Sure.

GRAINGER:

- Tamworth.

TRITTON:

I agree.
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GRAINGER:

And if someone in the office is asked to book that, would they have said,
"We don't think this is the right thing to do, Daryl"?

TRITTON:

What - we - we didn't question him. We - we just didn't question him.

GRAINGER:

Mm.

TRITTON:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

So where did you draw the line with that? Not questioning him.

TRITTON:

But, well, I'm not to know to that that didn't come out of his own pocket.

GRAINGER:

No, I'm just asking. I'm referring to the - the factual basis of this, of what
appears to have -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- happened. Now I'm asking -

TRITTON:

I never questioned him because he would say, "I'm flying to wherever,
and that comes out of my allowance," or, -

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

- "that comes out of my personal" -

GRAINGER:

So your role as an electorate office is not to oversee the expenditure of
his allowances as a member of parliament.

TRITTON:

No.

GRAINGER:

Whose responsibility? Is that his, and his alone?

TRITTON:

We - we - we have an LSA which is a -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TRITTON:

- logistical -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TRITTON:

- support allowance. Yep. So, I mean, that all has to be signed off and,
you know, you have to produce, you know, flight dockets and -

GRAINGER:

Sure.

TRITTON:

- all sorts of things.

GRAINGER:

And that was managed through a Westpac account that you had at the -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- time?

TRITTON:

Yep. Mm.
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GRAINGER:

So -

TRITTON:

Margaret did most of it up until her retirement, and then it was taken over
by Meagan Tuck.

GRAINGER:

OK. So this was in 2016.

TRITTON:

I had nothing to do with this LSA.

GRAINGER:

OK. So in November, 2016, Margaret had left.

TRITTON:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So Meagan was responsible for this.

TRITTON:

She didn't leave in '16.

GRAINGER:

Who? Margaret? Oh, '17, she left.

TRITTON:

That's right.

GRAINGER:

So Margaret was still here then.

TRITTON:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So the LSA was managed by Margaret.

TRITTON:

Up until - and then Meagan took it over.

GRAINGER:

OK. And the LSA is the culmination - the accumulation of the funds for
printing and -

TRITTON:

Yeah, the - so -

GRAINGER:

- letterheads -

TRITTON:

There - there - there is a number -

GRAINGER:

- and -

TRITTON:

- of areas that you -

GRAINGER:

- telephones, and that type of stuff.

TRITTON:

Yep, sure.

GRAINGER:

OK, OK. And was that fund - was there a corporate card that was used
for that? Or was it just - how did you -

TRITTON:

No, Daryl used to bring back a, you know - a flight, you know - a tip off
a flight, or he would bring back a receipt for whatever, and then, it was
processed through - he would - he would pay for it, and then -

FOX:

OK.

TRITTON:

- we -
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FOX:

Reconciliation.

GRAINGER:

Reimbursed -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- type of situation.

FOX:

Yep.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So there has to be a paper trail on -

TRITTON:

Sure.

GRAINGER:

- Daryl's side.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And this is for official business.

TRITTON:

Yeah. Mm.

GRAINGER:

So once that was signed, no-one actually questioned about, well, what the
blazes is about Daryl.

TRITTON:

Well, I don't know whether they questioned at Parliament house. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. So he -

TRITTON:

But it always valid to us.

GRAINGER:

OK. Perfect.

FOX:

Just, just while we're on Jimmy Liu, do you recall him going over to
China for a signing ceremony in relation to UWE? I think it was 2014.

TRITTON:

Yeah, I think I do remember.

FOX:

OK.

TRITTON:

Yep.

FOX:

And do you recall if he took somebody with him from the Wagga area?

TRITTON:

On most occasions, he took somebody.

FOX:

OK.

TRITTON:

Yeah. There was -
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FOX:

I think it might've been -

TRITTON:

- Eldridge.

FOX:

-a Tony Turner.

TRITTON:

Tony Turner?

FOX:

Yes. What was the relationship between Tony Turner and -

TRITTON:

Well, he's with -

FOX:

- Daryl?

TRITTON:

He's with the Clay Target Association.

FOX:

Do you know what the - the relationship is or -

TRITTON:

Well, I just -

FOX:

- was?

TRITTON:

I just thought it was business.

FOX:

Right.

TRITTON:

Yeah, I don't think it was any more than that.

FOX:

And do you recall up to that trip that Daryl made a discretionary
disclosure to Mike Baird? You're involved in the compilation of that
about some expenses being paid for by UWE.

TRITTON:

No.

FOX:

You didn't prepare that letter -

TRITTON:

No.

FOX:

- from your recollection?

TRITTON:

Mm. No, I don't.

FOX:

All right. I'm not sure either. I just -

TRITTON:

Mm.

FOX:

I just know of the letter. I'll check.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

If it's yours, it'll have BT on it, won't it?

TRITTON:

Yeah, it will.

FOX:

Yep.
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GRAINGER:

I asked you before, earlier, about Nissin Sunito, and I think you said you
didn't remember the name.

TRITTON:

Don't know the name.

GRAINGER:

It appears that there's been a - he's in a company called the Oceanic
Group.

TRITTON:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

You know that name?

TRITTON:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. You don’t like Nisin -

TRITTON:

I recall him being on an invitation list, but - N-I-S-S-A-N. Yeah. I recall
something. I don't know -

GRAINGER:

All right.

TRITTON:

- specifically.

GRAINGER:

Mr Sunito is of Indonesian descent, and his company runs a - a multitude
of things, one of which is recycling. And there's an appointment. Daryl
sent it to you asking for an appointment to be made saying, "Please get
Steve Jacques the contact so they can discuss." Who's Steve Jacques?

TRITTON:

He is the manager of Kurrajong Waratah Industries which is a recycling
- yeah. It is - Kurrajong provides services for early intervention. They
also have a disability service where the - some disabled people work in
the - in the recycling centre.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

TRITTON:

But, yeah. It's quite a large organisation here.

GRAINGER:

OK. And do you know why Daryl would be trying to connect Mr Sunito
and Steve Jacques?

TRITTON:

Well, they're both into recycling.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall contacting Steve Jacques to make this arrangement?

TRITTON:

Yes, I do.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

What - what happened about it?
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TRITTON:

I can't say I can remember.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

TRITTON:

Did they get together?

GRAINGER:

That's what I'm asking.

TRITTON:

One would think, though, that, like, it - like, it's quite effective being in a
local member's office. You are able to get things done.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TRITTON:

So one would presume that if that appointment was requested of Steve
Jacques to meet with Nisin, that would've happened.

GRAINGER:

OK. Supposedly - yeah, he does run the local recycling plant.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Do you remember the name "Oceanic Group"?

TRITTON:

Yes, I do. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

What else do you remember about it?

TRITTON:

Mm. Just another one of Daryl's.

GRAINGER:

Is that something recent? So we're talking about this - this matter here
now. The - this email from 2015.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Has there been things more recent than that?

TRITTON:

No, not really. No. Not that I can recall.

GRAINGER:

But obviously, from what you've said, there's been more than one
occasion -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- you've dealt with the Oceanic Group.

TRITTON:

Sure.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall what the other occasions -

TRITTON:

They would be -

GRAINGER:

- were?
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TRITTON:

- emails, or contacts, or - mm.

FOX:

Any diary entries?

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

Meeting Mr -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

- Sunito, you may have put that in a diary?

TRITTON:

Perhaps so. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And you've - you've said a number of times about the diary. Now, I've
got a what's titled "Itinerary". Is that what the diary will look like? And
there's a various list of things in here about things Mr Maguire was - was
due to attend. So how do we determine the ones that are confirmed and
the ones that are not confirmed? So when these documents are produced,
and I'll show it to you in a second, is that the end of it? As in, this is the
total totality of the fortnight's activities or week's activities? You know.
This is the one titled "Itinerary" from yourself, Brenda to Daryl, copied
Nicole, has been dated 8 April 2016 at 15.05 and 40 seconds.

FOX:

At some point, we understand, you transition to Outlook Calendar. Is
that correct?

TRITTON:

Mm-hmm.

FOX:

Can you recall roughly when that was?

TRITTON:

Mm. Probably three years ago.

FOX:

All right. So around 2015.

TRITTON:

Or '16. Yeah.

FOX:

Or '16.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

Does that look - so what I'm getting at, does that look like that was the
pre-Outlook Calendar system?

TRITTON:

The thing is, we did this after as well.

FOX:

Right.

TRITTON:

We - we had a book, so I can't determine whether we've got a electric one
as well, 'cause we did this as well. This is a confirmed itinerary, 'cause if
it were a not confirmed itinerary, it would have question marks on it.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

As in here. This is -
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GRAINGER:

Yep.

TRITTON:

This would indicate to me that he has not given an answer as to what he
wants to do.

GRAINGER:

So how would he give that answer, is it written say, send me these?

TRITTON:

I would do a draft itinerary on the Thursday. I would fax it to - or email
it to him, and he would come back with -

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

- a line or a change of date.

GRAINGER:

So everything that's contained in the itineraries when there's no question
mark has been confirmed.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And that confirmation has - is that Daryl has agreed to go and do this.
All right. So in relation to this one I've - I've just dealt with you, Daryl's
aware that on the 12th of April, he's going to Shanghai on Qantas flight
129, and he's coming back on the 18th from Hong Kong. But we don't
know who actually booked that accommodation.

TRITTON:

If I had booked that accommodation, I would have -

GRAINGER:

Oh, sorry transport. Mm-hmm. Flights, I should say.

TRITTON:

Yes, yeah.

GRAINGER:

There's also, the day before, lunch with Tim Lakos in the Martin Place
Bar. Tim Lakos being an employee of Country Garden. I think you
mentioned before that you weren't aware of the name, "Tim Lakos".

TRITTON:

No, I - I can't recall it. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. So that's no question mark. So Daryl's aware that that's been -

TRITTON:

I only did the itinerary every second week.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

So -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TRITTON:

Yep.

FOX:

You were off every alternate Friday.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

Yeah.

TRITTON:

So - Tim Lakos is not a name that -
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GRAINGER:

Springs to mind?

TRITTON:

No, no. But I do know if I had those made bookings, I would've had it a
little bit more specific than that.

GRAINGER:

OK. What's the time? 2.18? Don’t have a great deal much to go, do
you want a break for a moment or are you all right?

TRITTON:

No, no.

GRAINGER:

All right. You need a break?

FOX:

No, no. I'm just thinking about the next appointment.

GRAINGER:

Next appointment. What time was that?

FOX:

2.30.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FOX:

So - no, there's no need to rush. I'm just wondering whether or not -

GRAINGER:

Give that person a rai- might just have to tell -

FOX:

I'll just -

GRAINGER:

-to wait for a second.

FOX:

I’ll just go out and speak to him.

GRAINGER:

And again, this is another - another itinerary dated the 20th of May,
2016. And I'll just bring it to your attention again so it's totally clear. On
page 1, 26th of May, there's a meeting with Country Garden. No
question marks. I'll assume that's confirmed. Later that day, there's a
2.00pm with J Group which is Joe Alha's company, and again, Country
Garden after that. The following day, there's a meeting with Country
Garden on the 27th. There's no question mark there, so that's a
confirmed appointment. That's it. To your knowledge, were Country
Garden building anything in Wagga?

TRITTON:

No, not to my knowledge.

GRAINGER:

Do you know Nancy Gordon?

TRITTON:

Nancy Gordon -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

TRITTON:

- is - well, she's tied up with the Aboriginal Art Collection, isn't she?

GRAINGER:

She worked for DFAT. Foreign Affairs and Trade.

TRITTON:

Oh, no. That's a different - mm.

GRAINGER:

Mm, OK.
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TRITTON:

Her name's familiar.

GRAINGER:

It is familiar?

TRITTON:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

OK. I'll show you this. It's D-1-0-4-7-2-3-0-8. It's an e-mail chain. It
starts off with an e-mail from you to Nancy Gordon. Nancy Gordon
replies, and then Daryl responds - you send it to Daryl and Daryl
responds. Just start from the bottom up.

TRITTON:

Mm, I remember that.

GRAINGER:

You remember that?

TRITTON:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

OK. So going back to - to the contents of this. You've asked Nancy,
"Daryl wants to contact you in relation to his visit and advises he'll be in
Shenzhen between - in October. He wanted to meet with you in that
time. Can we do it?" You remember that trip which was, I assume, in
September or thereabouts, 2016. Was that a - what was the purpose of
the trip?

TRITTON:

I have no knowledge about that. I don't know.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, but if Daryl was to - wanting to meet someone from DFAT
whilst he was in China, DFAT being the Foreign Affairs and Trade of the
Commonwealth Government, there would have to be some reason for
him doing that.

TRITTON:

Mm'hm.

GRAINGER:

Do you know what the reason was?

TRITTON:

No, I don't.

GRAINGER:

And I see that Daryl, his reply has been somewhat blunt. "No, Brenda.
I'll be Chendu on those dates, not Shenzhen. Ask again." Did you ask
again?

TRITTON:

I presume I did. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Do you know if the meeting took place?

TRITTON:

I can't recall.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

Has - you discussed previously about the protocols about going into an
electorate of other members. So for - is there a protocol for - that you're
aware of, for Members of Parliament to approach government
departments? This is - here - you've emailed Nancy in DFAT to, "Daryl
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that department, that Daryl wants to meet with someone over there?
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TRITTON:

But if there was a protocol, that's the way - what we would have
followed.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

So, Daryl has asked me to do it, and that's what I've done.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

Yeah. I was not aware of any protocol that I was breaching.

GRAINGER:

No, no. I'm not saying - I'm just - I'm not saying you breached
something. I'm just trying to under if there was a -

TRITTON:

No.

GRAINGER:

- a set -

TRITTON:

No, no, no.

GRAINGER:

- sort of -

TRITTON:

No.

GRAINGER:

- process -

TRITTON:

No.

GRAINGER:

- that you go through -

TRITTON:

None at all.

GRAINGER:

- to do this.

TRITTON:

Nuh'uh.

GRAINGER:

There's none that you're aware of. OK. So if, for example, within -

TRITTON:

I didn't question that either, though.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TRITTON:

I didn't say to Daryl, "Is this, you know, like, we're going to DFAT, is
this the right way to doing it?"

GRAINGER:

He would’ve draft-

TRITTON:

Because he would've just said, "Do it, Brenda."
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GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

He would've just bluntly told me -

GRAINGER:

"Do it." Mm. In converse, if you were to say government to federal government here in this
government to state government, Member for
senior member in, say, the Department of
correspondence go through the Minister?

TRITTON:

It's addressed to the Minister. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. So there's a protocol for that?

TRITTON:

Yeah. It has to go to the Minister for the Minister to then approach his
department.

GRAINGER:

OK. So -

TRITTON:

And then the department give a briefing back to the Minister. The
Minister then creates a response -

GRAINGER:

Mm'hm.

TRITTON:

-that's given to the Member.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

Yes. The - yeah. There's always -

GRAINGER:

So it'd be reasonable to assume there would be some protocol -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- into a federal-type situation as well.

TRITTON:

Well, if we were to write to a federal minister -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TRITTON:

- like the Minister for health - we've gone to the state Minister for Health
- go to the federal Minister, we would direct through to Michael
McCormack.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

TRITTON:

But Daryl often didn't do that, and he'd say, "Send it direct."

GRAINGER:

OK. Why - why could you do that? Do you know?

TRITTON:

That's the directive he - directive he gave. I don't know.

GRAINGER:

Do you understand -
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TRITTON:

And I - I'm - sometimes it was to expedite a matter, too. Like, if we were
to send it to Michael, who was then to send it to the, you know - like, a
direct.

GRAINGER:

Mm.

TRITTON:

But there was never anyone that came back and said, "Well, look, you
know, you have breached what - what, you know, is the normal -

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

TRITTON:

- you know, course of events." They - they didn't come back and say
that. So -

GRAINGER:

Daryl, from time to time, travelled overseas, you said.

TRITTON:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

And I think you mentioned trips to China. Do you know of any other
trips - did you mention Pacific Islands, he went to?

TRITTON:

Yeah, he went to Samoa.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

TRITTON:

And the Solomon Islands.

GRAINGER:

And I think you - from my recollection, you said that that was organised
by - from your recollection, by Patricia Broderick.

TRITTON:

That's it.

GRAINGER:

And this was an APFG type trip?

TRITTON:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

And you mentioned the one that went to - to Tonga, did you say? Or
Samoa or somewhere.

TRITTON:

The - he - he has been to Tonga. He's also been to New Zealand. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do - do you recall if one of the trips to the Pacific Islands were
organised by Adriana - Adriana Lions?

TRITTON:

Yeah, I do recall. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. So what was Adriana's role?

TRITTON:

She was the EO1.

GRAINGER:

And what did she do?

TRITTON:

Well, she did - she - only for - she was only here for a short period of
time, though.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm. As in relation to the trip, what did she do? I'm talking about.
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TRITTON:

She gave - she prepared the whole itinerary, I understand, 'cause she had
a folder.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So was that an APFG trip?

TRITTON:

I think so, yeah.

GRAINGER:

So you said before that you're aware of the tasking that was -

TRITTON:

Sure, yeah.

GRAINGER:

So who -

TRITTON:

I was - I was aware that was being done. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Who tasked her to do that?

TRITTON:

Daryl.

GRAINGER:

OK. So with - with the APFG, and Patricia Broderick arranged things
from time to time -

TRITTON:

This one was a one-of. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So who paid, generally, for Daryl's trips overseas?

TRITTON:

With the Asian Pacific -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TRITTON:

- Friendship Group? They did.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So this trip, the one you're talking about that Adriana organised - who
paid?

TRITTON:

I think the Asian Pacific Friendship Group.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall where Daryl went on that trip?

TRITTON:

Mm, it was quite extensive. Yeah. I think that was Solomon Islands,
Samoa, and one other place. Yeah. I can't clearly recall.

GRAINGER:

So would it be in - in early 2017?

TRITTON:

Yes, it would've been.

GRAINGER:

OK. And could it be that they went to Vanuatu, Fiji, Samoa -
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TRITTON:

Yes, they did.

GRAINGER:

- and Tonga?

TRITTON:

Yes, it was extensive. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And did you discuss with Adrian what the purpose of the trip was?

TRITTON:

Yes, yeah. We chatted about it.

GRAINGER:

And what did she tell you?

TRITTON:

She had no information. She was just instructed to make the bookings
and the - the accommodation.

GRAINGER:

And who did she book for?

TRITTON:

Just Daryl. Some of the accommodation may have - may have been for
somewhere else. Yeah. I - I just don't recall exactly.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you recall if the - the travel involved bringing people from
different places to meet?

TRITTON:

Yes, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. What do you remember about that?

TRITTON:

Mm. There was a little bit of juggling with people, but the specifics, I
don't recall.

GRAINGER:

OK. As in people from different countries? Or -

TRITTON:

Yeah, yeah. Look, it's fairly vague to me. I'm sorry.

GRAINGER:

Does the name "Jimson" ring a bell to you?

TRITTON:

Yes, it does.

GRAINGER:

And who's Jimson?

TRITTON:

Don't know.

GRAINGER:

And what - what do you recall about Jimson?

TRITTON:

He was just a - a - a name that was within that group.

GRAINGER:

OK. So Jimson is the - a Minister in the Solomon Islands government.

TRITTON:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

And for some reason Daryl has paid for his airfare and accommodation in
Fiji.

TRITTON:

Jimson was one of the names that Adriana and I discussed. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So can you enlighten me about the -
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TRITTON:

No.

GRAINGER:

- discussion? Was that, "Why is Daryl booking this?" Or is it a, "What's
going on here?" Or -

TRITTON:

Yes, it was, "What's going on here?"

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

But, you know, you take them on face value. Like, you're asked to do
something why would I suddenly think, "Are you being valid?" And you
know, we - it's a very busy office.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

TRITTON:

You know.

GRAINGER:

So just - just deal with this conversation if we can. What did you both
say? This is only a year ago, and -

TRITTON:

And it's - it - is it January 2017?

GRAINGER:

This is April, 2017.

FOX:

Well, the trip was in April, but the plans -

GRAINGER:

Started around about -

FOX:

Probably would've been around early 2017.

TRITTON:

And at that time, I just lost my mother, so Adriana is just such a straight
shooter.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

TRITTON:

I think she would've just done it, and - but the -the - Jimson was a name
that I was aware of.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

But it didn't ring any bells at the time.

GRAINGER:

All right. So when - when you two were discussing it, what did you
discuss?

TRITTON:

What a funny name he had? I can't recall.

GRAINGER:

Really?

TRITTON:

Mm. Well, look, it was funny, I guess, that - and were - was I aware that
Daryl was paying for his airfares? I can't recall that.

GRAINGER:

Let's just come back to the question. What did you discuss with Adriana
about it?
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TRITTON:

Look, I just can't recall. I mean, it did seem a little funny at the time. I I honestly can't recall.

GRAINGER:

Give us the tenor of the conversation, and not the words.

TRITTON:

That it was odd. Yeah. That - that it was - yeah. What did Adriana say?

GRAINGER:

Well, that would be assuming I've spoke to Adriana.

TRITTON:

And you have. I know you have.

GRAINGER:

So there's been conversations between the group, has there?

TRITTON:

Certainly not. No way. She had an interview in - last week. And she
has- at Kapooka and I have had no contact with her at all. Absolutely
none.

GRAINGER:

But obviously someone has.

TRITTON:

She told me that she had the interview. She was going into the interview.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

But she did not tell me anything after that. I've had no contact with her
since the interview.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FOX:

Was one of the things that was odd about was that, from your point view
and presumably Adriana's, this was an APFG -

TRITTON:

Organised trip.

FOX:

- organised trip -

TRITTON:

And that Daryl was paying for someone else.

FOX:

And yet -

TRITTON:

But was that out of the Australian Pacific Friendship Group money?

FOX:

Don't know. But Patricia Broderick - was she involved in this trip?

TRITTON:

No, she wasn't involved in this trip.

FOX:

And did that raise a sort of -

TRITTON:

I wondered why Adriana had been -

FOX:

- concern?

TRITTON:

- asked to do it.

FOX:

Mm. So that's what I'm wondering. Is that where -

TRITTON:

And we didn't get a -
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- some of your concern came -

TRITTON:

We didn't - we didn't get a - we didn't get an appropriate answer.

FOX:

But you asked a question, though?

TRITTON:

I believe I did. Yeah.

FOX:

Of?

TRITTON:

Daryl. Yeah.

FOX:

Because, presumably, while Adriana's doing that, and -

TRITTON:

And she's not doing the rest of her job. Yeah.

FOX:

She's -

TRITTON:

That's right.

FOX:

- tied up, trying to organise -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

- a mutli-leg Pacific Island trip -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

- which would've taken quite a -

TRITTON:

Yeah, it was quite -

FOX:

- long time.

TRITTON:

-extensive. That trip -

FOX:

Yeah.

TRITTON:

- was extensive. Yeah.

FOX:

Yeah. And it was for more than one just person, as we understand it.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

So trying to organise several people to be on different flights, and - and
people to be flown in from different -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

- locations -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

- would be a time consuming exercise.

TRITTON:

Sure, yeah.
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So that -

TRITTON:

It was quite-

FOX:

That's - that's basically where your concerns lay. Is that what - I just
want to put it -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

- to you.

TRITTON:

Yeah. I mean, her talents are amazing, so she was able to do it in a very,
you know - a very quick time. Mm.

FOX:

Excuse me one second.

GRAINGER:

Tim's just gunna leave the room. It's 2.35pm. Tim's returned. It's
2.36 pm. Having - having had a discussion with Tim now, I'll just ask
you again, the conversation.

TRITTON:

I honestly don't recall the specifics of it, but, you know, it - it - it did
create a conversation.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

TRITTON:

Adriana is not the person who would be malicious, or, you know, think
the worst, but - but we - there were conversations about it in that it was firstly, that Adriana was doing all the bookings and accommodation, and
taking calls from Jimson and changing, you know, whatever. It did take
a lot of time. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. Was there anyone else other than Jimson she was organising?

TRITTON:

Look, she could've, and I - and I don't know. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Mm.

TRITTON:

I do know that she compiled a quite extensive itinerary, and a number of
copies of it.

GRAINGER:

OK. To your knowledge, and I'll show you this document. It's
D-1-0-4-4-2-3-3-8. It's an e-mail from you to Adriana - pardon me - and
attached is a copy of an e-mail from the Wagga Wagga electorate office
to Jimson by Adriana attaching a booking reference for a hotel in Suva,
Fiji. OK? Just have a look at that.

TRITTON:

"Your booking has been confirmed and Daryl's got a confirmation of
your payment." Of his payment. So Daryl's obviously paid for it. Would
- it perhaps wouldn't have rung any bells with Adriana because, you
know, maybe they just transfer the money back.

GRAINGER:

OK. So look at - look at the front page of the email that you've sent, and
look at the second page. Now, you - were you aware of who Jimson
was?
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TRITTON:

No. Not at all.

GRAINGER:

OK. Did - look at the email that Adriana has sent. The second page.
What does it say?

TRITTON:

"Jimsom Fiau" or whatever his name is. Is that what you -

GRAINGER:

Yeah. In the first part, here, "Good morning" -

TRITTON:

Minister.

GRAINGER:

Look at the email address the thing was sent to.

TRITTON:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

What is it?

TRITTON:

What? J-T-A-N. What is that?

GRAINGER:

And what's the end of it? At -

TRITTON:

Gmail. Mm.

GRAINGER:

.com. Now, would it be usual - now, there's a number of things here to to - to deal with. One, Daryl paying for a Minister in the Government of
another sovereign nation to travel to Fiji. One. Have you experienced
that before?

TRITTON:

That - you know, they may have had an arrangement. How do I know?

GRAINGER:

That's not the question. Have you experienced -

TRITTON:

No.

GRAINGER:

- that before?

TRITTON:

No.

GRAINGER:

Secondly, conversing with a Minister of another country's government
via a Gmail address.

TRITTON:

Mm, yeah.

GRAINGER:

So when you sent this back to Adriana, did you actually take note of
those things?

TRITTON:

No, I didn't. No. No.

GRAINGER:

And obviously Adriana has - has been the person who's sent it to start
with. Surely that must've raised some suspicions with her about what
was going on here.

TRITTON:

Well, that's for her, isn't it?

GRAINGER:

Did you have a discussion with her about that?
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TRITTON:

I don't recall.

GRAINGER:

Is that a general "I don't recall", or is that a “I don't want to answer the
question I don't recall"?

TRITTON:

I don't recall having conversation about the Gmail, and - yeah. It was
just something you did.

FOX:

You do recall, though, having a conversation with Daryl about the
logistics with this trip, because we spoke about that briefly.

TRITTON:

Yeah, yeah.

FOX:

Just go over that again. What did you say to Daryl and what did he say
to you as far as you remember?

TRITTON:

Well, we discussed that it was an Asian Pacific Friendship Group tour.

FOX:

All right.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

So did he tell you that?

TRITTON:

Well, I asked. I - you know, I just said - 'cause he - he had said to me,
you know, "Block out that time in the diary", you know, and we had
Samoa, and Fiji, and, you know, a number of - and I just said, was it an
Asian Pacific Friendship Group thing and he said, "Yes."

FOX:

OK. So you specifically asked him.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

And he said, "Yes."

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

Because you were blocking out two weeks, nearly.

TRITTON:

A good two weeks. Yeah.

FOX:

A good two weeks.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

That's a fair chunk of time for -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

- the member for -

TRITTON:

For sure.

FOX:

- of Wagga to be -
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TRITTON:

And, you know, I had to satisfy the constituency that he was on some
valid, you know, parliamentary work. Like, you can't just say he's on
holidays.

FOX:

Well, you can, can't you?

TRITTON:

Well, you can, but at that time, you know, I'm - we - we just said he was
away on parliamentary business.

FOX:

Right. So you can say to people, because he is entitled to have a holiday.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

You can say -

TRITTON:

Sure.

FOX:

- to people -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

- he is on holidays.

TRITTON:

Yep, yep.

FOX:

But he specifically said, "No, I'm not holiday. This is APFG -

TRITTON:

Yep. He -

FOX:

- business.

TRITTON:

For sure.

FOX:

So you - so during that two weeks or so, any enquiries, "Can I speak to
Daryl?" - "No, you can't because he's away on parliamentary business.

TRITTON:

That's exactly -

FOX:

Right.

TRITTON:

- what we were told.

FOX:

OK. So then - so come on, let's say, you said to him, "What's this?" He
said, "APFG." And then, did you raise some concerns about why you
were doing this?

TRITTON:

No. No, I didn't. Mm.

FOX:

Right. Was that the end of the conversation between Daryl and yourself?

TRITTON:

Well, I guess, then, Adriana and Daryl had a conversation about what she
prepared to do, the booking, and she would've said, "Yes."

FOX:

Right.

TRITTON:

I was aware that that - that's what she was doing.
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FOX:

Were you there when he delivered the specific instructions to her?

TRITTON:

No.

FOX:

Did you have a conversation with Margaret about this?

TRITTON:

That was just before she - she was on long service leave at that time, I
believe. We're talking - we're talking April.

FOX:

No, that was the trip. So -

TRITTON:

We're talking early 2017.

FOX:

Yeah.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

'Cause presumably, the - the work that Adriana did has highly likely
transcended between your days and Margaret's days.

TRITTON:

Yeah, that's for sure. Yeah.

FOX:

Right.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

So she would've done this over a few days.
(UNDECIPHERABLE)

TRITTON:

Absolutely, yep.

FOX:

But on and off, she would've (UNDECIPHERABLE)

TRITTON:

Yeah, yeah, for sure. It's - was quite extensive.

FOX:

Email, yeah.

TRITTON:

There were changes, and flight changes. Yes.

FOX:

Did - do you know - did you and Margaret share concerns?

TRITTON:

Look, we originally did. Right back, you know, we just made a pact that,
you know, China was Daryl's baby.

FOX:

China and Asia Pacific.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

Yep.

TRITTON:

Not necessarily Asian Pacific 'cause we didn't know there was any - we
thought that was parliamentary -

FOX:

Yeah.

TRITTON:

- business.

Volume 27

I'm not saying she

1690

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

5

10

15

20

25

30

FOX:

OK.

TRITTON:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Just moving onto another topic now. I mentioned to you before, Louise
Waterhouse.

TRITTON:

Mm-hmm.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, and you had some recollection of Louise. Some -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

calling into the office and -

TRITTON:

I don't know whether she's called into the office, but -

GRAINGER:

As in phone call.

TRITTON:

But she's been into the Sydney office. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

How do you know that? Through the diary?

TRITTON:

Through the diary. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

Yeah. And also, you know, other appointments where she's been
involved. Meetings and -

GRAINGER:

OK. And - and what were they about? Do you remember?

TRITTON:

No, I don't - I don't say I do. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So when you put something in the diary, it's not a -

TRITTON:

Well, it's not mandatory to -

GRAINGER:

- "Daryl meet Louise re: X"

TRITTON:

Sometimes it was.
whatever."

GRAINGER:

Yep.

TRITTON:

But that - that - it - that was primarily his business.

GRAINGER:

OK. I'm just gunna show you this email, D-1-0-4-6-1-7-1-4, and this is
dated 27 April '17. Just - I'll ask you to have a read of that, please.

TRITTON:

Mm. Mm. Then again, I questioned why he had anything to do with -
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GRAINGER:

This?

TRITTON:

With the airport. Yeah. But, you know, your thought pattern doesn't go
because, you know, he's - he's within the government. You'd think,
what? He's able to satisfy his involvement.

GRAINGER:

OK. Did you actually say to him -

TRITTON:

No, I didn't say. I don't -

GRAINGER:

- "What - what is it about, Daryl?"

TRITTON:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

I would be rebuked if I did.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

There were some things you just didn't discuss with him.

GRAINGER:

Do you - do you recall the booking of the appointment was - was made?

TRITTON:

Yeah, I believe it was.

GRAINGER:

I can show you the itinerary if you wish to see it. Was there a later
arrangement whereby Mr Maguire and Louise Waterhouse attended a
meeting with the Greater Sydney Commission?

TRITTON:

I have some recollection of that. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. Did you make the arrangement for that?

TRITTON:

Don't say I did. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. Who would've made them if you didn't?

TRITTON:

Mm. Could've been Margaret, or it could've been Rebecca Cartwright, or
- he - he's remained quite close with Rebecca. She sometimes does some
- Rebecca who's the Whip - in the Whips' -

GRAINGER:

Whips' office. Yeah.

TRITTON:

- office. Yeah. If he got stuck, he - for anything, he would ask her to -

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

- you know, help out.

FOX:

So she'd have access to his calendar?

TRITTON:

No, she didn't have access, but she would change flight details and -

FOX:

Oh, OK.
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TRITTON:

- and just messages, and whatever. Mm.

GRAINGER:

Assist where she could.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

There's an email here from you to Daryl dated the 14th of December,
2017. It includes a - a itinerary for that period of time. And it says, "Re:
Louise Waterhouse". E-mail has been referred to her regarding
Landawolka, which is near Western Sydney Airport and within the
aerotropolis boundary. "Executive director of RMS will meet with
Louise to discuss concerns regarding the upgrading of the road." Is that confer with your recollection of the events?

TRITTON:

Yeah. Yeah. Which Daryl wasn't involved in.

GRAINGER:

So Daryl wasn't involved in the meeting?

TRITTON:

I don't believe he was.

GRAINGER:

Daryl went to the meeting with the Greater Sydney Commission.

TRITTON:

Oh, he did?

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TRITTON:

OK.

GRAINGER:

Which was a number of people -

TRITTON:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

- from that organisation about that.

TRITTON:

Yeah, OK.

FOX:

Were you aware of the connection between Louise Waterhouse and
Tonga?

TRITTON:

Mm, no.

FOX:

She works for the consul. I think - I forget her specific role, but -

TRITTON:

I must've -

FOX:

- she is -

TRITTON:

- known that, if she was a - mm.

FOX:

Just - did you have an understanding of how he met Louise and became
friends, and was that your understanding of how they became
acquainted?

TRITTON:

Oh, it was just through the Asian Pacific. Yeah.

FOX:

You were aware of that?
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TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

So his connection with her originated from the Asian Pacific Friendship
Group.

TRITTON:

I understand. Yeah.

FOX:

And you understood - now I've reminded you because of the Tonga
consul connection.

TRITTON:

I can't recall the Tonga connection at all.

FOX:

OK.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

But you had an independent recollection that it was their -

TRITTON:

Asian -

FOX:

- acquaintanceship -

TRITTON:

Was Asia Pacific. Yes.

FOX:

Thank you.

GRAINGER:

I'm just gunna show you a - a e-mail and attached letter. You're not the
sender of the e-mail. Megan tuck was. But the letter has your initials on
it -

TRITTON:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

- so I assume you - you typed or drafted it.

TRITTON:

Well, that's obviously. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

This is commission reference D-1-0-4-8-0-8-3-6 and it's a letter - it's an
e-mail which contains a letter titled "Bright Foods". And it's a letter to
Shin Ming Feng, the party committee Secretary, the Chairman of the
board somewhere in China. Just, actually have a look at this letter for
me. See if you recall.

TRITTON:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall that?

TRITTON:

Yeah, I do.

GRAINGER:

So the letter deals with Daryl as a Member of Parliament, and - and the
chairman of the APFG writing to a - the company in China that owns part
of a business operated by Jimmy Liu. And in that letter, Daryl indicates
that he wants a meeting with them -

TRITTON:

Mm'hm.

GRAINGER:

- to discuss what they're doing.
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TRITTON:

Isn't it to find a substitute, though? "It is understood that an agreement
has been reached between the parties to divest Bright Foods to another
preferred shareholder but this transaction has not occurred for some
unknown reason."

GRAINGER:

Mm. In what way, shape, or form, in your understanding, does it have
anything to do with Daryl as the member for Wagga Wagga?

TRITTON:

It has nothing to do with the member for Wagga, but it perhaps has to
Asia Pacific. He signed it, "Member for" - and it's on his letter.

GRAINGER:

And that's his actual -

TRITTON:

Signature.

GRAINGER:

- Texta signature.

TRITTON:

Mm'hm.

GRAINGER:

So the word in that letter, where would that have come from?

TRITTON:

He would've written it.

GRAINGER:

So did he dictate things to you? Or -

TRITTON:

No, the - I - I'm familiar with shorthand, but he would've written that out.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

And it would've gone back to him a number of times for correction and
whatever.

GRAINGER:

So it's fairly strong language in there.

TRITTON:

"I seek your assistance to avoid the potential loss of confidence." Yeah,
sure.

FOX:

But as you said earlier -

TRITTON:

That was his style.

FOX:

As you said earlier, that was really more to do with him being mates with
Jimmy Liu, wasn't it?

TRITTON:

Yep. Or his connection with Asia Pacific. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Did that raise some concerns with you as you were typing it up?

TRITTON:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Did you -

TRITTON:

But what do you do with those concerns?

GRAINGER:

Well, you come to us.
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TRITTON:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

That's what our job is.

TRITTON:

Did I read into it like you've read into it, though? Perhaps not.

GRAINGER:

But even on face value of that, we know that Jimmy has nothing to do
with the Wagga electorate. We know that Jimmy is a friend of Daryl's.
Daryl is trying to arrange actually going to Shanghai or somewhere -

TRITTON:

Yeah, he said he'd fly there.

GRAINGER:

- to meet with this company to advocate for his friend, Jimmy. And he's
writing as a position as - this is not Daryl Maguire from Hinkler Street -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- North Wagga Wagga.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

This is Daryl Maguire, a Member of Parliament, and the Chairman of the
Asia Pacific Friendship Group.

TRITTON:

But am I to know that he didn't float that past somebody in the
Parliament?

GRAINGER:

Who would possibly give authority for that to happen?

TRITTON:

I didn't see it as my role to take it to further.

FOX:

Have you ever experienced Daryl floating things past other people? I and what I'm saying is, has Daryl ever said to you, like, "Draft that letter,
but send it to so and so. Let them have a look at it and make sure I get
approval to send that letter."

TRITTON:

There have - there have been times. Yeah.

FOX:

Yeah.

TRITTON:

That he has said that. Yeah.

FOX:

OK. What sort of letters are we talking about?

TRITTON:

In terms of, you know, the development of the hospital, he -

FOX:

Yeah.

TRITTON:

You know, he would've floated that past a number of people.

FOX:

So the relevant minister?

TRITTON:

Yeah, and -

FOX:

The Minister for Health.
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TRITTON:

Or he would've floated it past some of the - the GPs here, or some of the
specialists, or -

FOX:

OK. So -

TRITTON:

You know, there would've been a collaboration in relation to -

FOX:

But that's not what happened in this instance.

TRITTON:

How do I know?

FOX:

No, no. But as far as you know.

TRITTON:

No, no.

FOX:

OK.

TRITTON:

No, as far as I know.

FOX:

So as far you know, he signed it.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

And then it went -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

- to the out tray -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

- for -

TRITTON:

That's right.

FOX:

OK.

TRITTON:

And, you know, I - I'm not to know that he didn't float this past some
other members of the Asian Pacific. Yeah. It was just what we did. But
it is, it's a very strong letter.

GRAINGER:

"The delay is causing issues for the operators, farmers, and loss of face
by my - by my political leaders who have supported the joint venture
with the SDG China very publicly."

TRITTON:

So that would have let me believe that he would've floated that past
another member.

GRAINGER:

Do you think that anyone in the government would advocate a member to
write to a Chinese organisation?

TRITTON:

Look, I probably just didn't think about it.

GRAINGER:

OK, OK. All these things are - you understand where I'm coming - there
are so many - you have concerns, you have concerns there, "What's going
on?" And not - not being critical of you at all, but I'm just trying to
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TRITTON:

I never, ever felt it was my role. And I didn't know the gravity of it
either.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. Who's role possibly could it be then?

TRITTON:

But I - am I to know that this - that this all underhand, and it - it's illegal,
and it's a criminal activity?

GRAINGER:

But you had suspicion.

TRITTON:

Sure.

GRAINGER:

So -

TRITTON:

So do I put my hand up to ICAC, do I? And say -

GRAINGER:

Well, if - if you had suspicion that the person next - next door to you
might have committed a murder, would you go, "Oh, no, I'm not gunna
tell the police"?

TRITTON:

Is this the same?

FOX:

No, it's not the same gravity, but I -

GRAINGER:

It's the same -

FOX:

- suppose - do you - would you have faith in contacting the Commission?
Is that something that -

TRITTON:

No.

FOX:

No faith in - in contacting the Commission?

TRITTON:

I - it was something that has never occurred to me.

FOX:

Yep.

TRITTON:

I - I didn't know - I admit, it - it's making me sound like I'm some sort
of -

FOX:

No.

GRAINGER:

No, no.

TRITTON:

- mushroom.

GRAINGER:

No, no, no.

FOX:

No, not at all. Anyway.

TRITTON:

I had a job to do, and as I said all along, China was just there. You
know.
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GRAINGER:

Yeah. That was Daryl's thing. Is that right?

TRITTON:

Yeah, it was.

FOX:

And intermittently, you met dealt with those issues and correspondences.
Put in China -

TRITTON:

Sure.

FOX:

- file.

TRITTON:

Sure, yeah.

FOX:

There's stuff you put in Asia Pacific -

TRITTON:

I do remember that letter, though.

FOX:

- APFG file. Yeah.

TRITTON:

You know, and it would've worried me that night, but what - what you do
from there, I don't know. And I'm sorry, obviously.

FOX:

You don't need to apologise.

GRAINGER:

Don't apologise. We're just trying to understand. That's all. Did Daryl
go - again, go to the Asia Pacific countries, the Solomon Islands, and
PNG this year?

TRITTON:

I believe he did.

GRAINGER:

OK. So what - what's your understanding of that trip?

TRITTON:

You know, just a friendship group. You know.

GRAINGER:

OK. The APFG again.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Is that -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- correct?

TRITTON:

For sure.

GRAINGER:

That - is that -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- you were told that or you assumed that?

TRITTON:

It was my understanding that it was. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And is - is the trip that a local doctor went with him? Is that the case?
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TRITTON:

Did he go to Honiara in this - no. Last -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TRITTON:

- year I think - - -

GRAINGER:

Yep. Or -

TRITTON:

- the doctor -

GRAINGER:

I think it was this one.

TRITTON:

Was - is -

GRAINGER:

Went - went to Solomon Islands for thee days to -

TRITTON:

Yeah, well, that's -

GRAINGER:

- Honiara.

TRITTON:

- when he went with Doctor Shenouda, and they - they had medical
supplies there for the hospital.

GRAINGER:

OK. So do you know who went - else went with him? Did anyone else
go with him?

TRITTON:

I do know Doctor Shenouda went. Mm, no.

GRAINGER:

OK. So you don't know whether anyone went with them in - in addition?

TRITTON:

No, I don't know that.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

I was never told, though, really, of who else was going.

GRAINGER:

Mm'hm.

TRITTON:

I only had to worry about it from my diary point of view.

GRAINGER:

So do you know who organised that trip?

TRITTON:

I had conversations with Doctor Shenouda in terms of the medical
supplies that were required and what he had available, and nothing more.

GRAINGER:

Is he a prominent -

TRITTON:

Prominent.

GRAINGER:

- GP in -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- the area?

TRITTON:

Yeah, yeah.
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GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

Ayman Shenouda. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Was it - was it a - a charity - benevolent-type -

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- of trip?

TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Was it -

TRITTON:

That's what -

GRAINGER:

Do you understand -

TRITTON:

That's what - yeah.

GRAINGER:

- what it was?

TRITTON:

Yeah. And I thought, "How good's this?"

GRAINGER:

You, what? Sorry.

TRITTON:

I thought, "How good's this?" You know. The Honiara Hospital being
supported the way it is.

FOX:

So was that a trip that Patricia Broderick was involved in organising, or
was this someone in the Wagga office?

TRITTON:

Mm, I can't recall. I don't think - I didn't, certainly, make the bookings.
No.

GRAINGER:

Could Meagan have done it?

TRITTON:

She could well have. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

I - I'm - I get this feeling there's not good blood between you and
Meagan. Is there a problem? Or -

TRITTON:

It -

FOX:

Other than what you've previously, obviously, given.

TRITTON:

Well, she's just a terrible gossip, and a talker, and, you know. Like, I'm
very conscious of confidentiality within the office. You know, what like, it's - you know, you get told things. And since the 13th of July,
when Daryl faced ICAC, she has just been a nightmare. Like, it's - you
know, she's the only that's been injured. Well, she's not.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

So up until that time, I mean, her skills are quite good, but it's just, you
know -
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FOX:

Team fit.

TRITTON:

Mm, she's not - she's not a team player.

GRAINGER:

So what - I've - I've got nothing further to ask about these issues unless
you have now -

FOX:

No, no.

GRAINGER:

- Tim. I think we've taxed you enough at this point in time. There's lots
of other things I could show you, but we're getting long in the tooth now
with this interview, so it's probably a bit draining for you. I'm just
curious, though, when - when Daryl did appear at the Commission - what
happened?

TRITTON:

I was on sick - I'd had surgery on my hand. I was on sick leave. I was
aware that Sarah Vasey flew down on the Thursday to be with Daryl on
the Friday. You could've shot me in the head, I was absolutely gob
smacked. Because she rang and said, "Look, we're at ICAC. Doesn't
look very good." Then she rang and she said, "Oh, you know, it's all"
- and all hell broke loose. We then convened at the hotel that night.

GRAINGER:

Who's "we"?

TRITTON:

Well, there was - there was Meagan, Susie, Alex, myself, and Sarah.

GRAINGER:

OK, yep.

TRITTON:

No, Sarah, wasn't back. Anyway, we all - and, you know - and then it
unfolded, but I mean, we - we - it was like a blast. I mean, it was just
unreal.

GRAINGER:

Mm'hm.

TRITTON:

I knew he had a summons from an officer of ICAC -

GRAINGER:

Mm.

TRITTON:

- to appear.

GRAINGER:

They rang and you answered the call.

TRITTON:

And, you know - mm?

GRAINGER:

They rang and you answered the call, didn't they?

TRITTON:

Yeah, I took the call.

GRAINGER:

Mm.

TRITTON:

And I thought, "Oh, well", and I put it in my messages as we always do.
You know. And he circled it which means, to me, that he has not made
the call. So I - I didn't harp on it. I didn't - and I - look, I didn't have
anything to think that it was - you know.
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GRAINGER:

Mm'hm.

TRITTON:

You do have a certain amount of confidence that person in public office
was doing the right thing.

GRAINGER:

Mm.

TRITTON:

You know, blue old me to question it. So we were absolutely - and then
we reconvened at Daryl's house on the Sunday, and he was devastated.

GRAINGER:

Mm'hm. And what did he tell you?

TRITTON:

That he's done nothing wrong, and that he was sorry for my
embarrassment. And I explained to him that I was not embarrassed
because it was not my actions that had unfolded. That - that that
embarrassment is a personal thing. Yeah, he just said he was sorry.

GRAINGER:

So this is the night you had the party at Daryl's house?

TRITTON:

And that was on the Sunday night, and then it was the - the night we left
work. Oh, no, it was the next Sunday night, we - we had a - another
drinking session out there.

GRAINGER:

Yes. So we've been told.

TRITTON:

But it was all healthy because he needed to know that we were all able to
function, and - and that we were healthy and well, and we needed to
know that he was. You know, from a personal point of view.

GRAINGER:

Of course.

TRITTON:

You know, we've - we've had - Daryl never had our battles, and there's
no doubt that, you know, but, you know, I respect that he's had a family
tragedy, that, you know - that this is most unfortunate, and I'm angry, and
I'm hurt, and whatever, but we get on with it.

GRAINGER:

The meeting at Daryl's house after he appeared at the Commission on the
Sunday -

TRITTON:

On that Sunday? Yep.

GRAINGER:

Who went to that?

TRITTON:

I'd had surgery on that Wednesday, so I was - so there was Susie, Alex,
Meagan, Sarah, myself, and James Maguire.

GRAINGER:

Mm. And what was discussed?

TRITTON:

Daryl just explained that he had breached the code - the parliamentary
code, and, you know, that he had done nothing wrong. I thought, "Oh,
OK." And then, as the night proceeded, you know, we - we -he
obviously had quite a bit to drink, and he - he was upset. He was upset.

GRAINGER:

OK.
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TRITTON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

No one actually said to him, "Well, what about all these other things,
Daryl, that we've been doing with China?" And -

TRITTON:

I have not taken on that conversation.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

You know, you have brought to my mind so many other things that I had
connected, and I know that that's your job to do that, but - like, it's made
me feel as though I have not been aware. Is it my job to be aware? I you know, I - I - I'm very proud of the work that I have -

GRAINGER:

Sure.

TRITTON:

- done, and the people we've helped, and whatever, but -

GRAINGER:

And we're not saying -

TRITTON:

I feel -

GRAINGER:

We're not -

TRITTON:

I regret that this -

GRAINGER:

We're not saying that it is your role to be aware of all these things. A
part of our job is to actually identify if something has happened, and how
to stop it happening again in the future.

TRITTON:

Yeah, sure, OK, yeah.

GRAINGER:

And that's the basis for a lot of these questions about who would you
have gone to and what did you do to try to figure out what -

TRITTON:

But ICAC would've been the last person I - I mean, I perhaps would've
spoken with - with Shelly Hancock, or -

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

TRITTON:

- a HR person, or somebody, but -

GRAINGER:

Yep.

TRITTON:

- I would never have though to go to you.

GRAINGER:

That's maybe something we -

TRITTON:

And -

GRAINGER:

- have to increase our training with.

TRITTON:

And that's, you know, the - like, I didn't - I didn't not know that this was
all happening.

GRAINGER:

So when -
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TRITTON:

Can you tell me that it looks like Daryl will be charged?

GRAINGER:

Well, we haven't - there's been no determination made yet.

TRITTON:

No determinate - and when will that happen?

GRAINGER:

Not - not our decision.

FOX:

We don't charge people, anyway.

TRITTON:

But you will refer it.

FOX:

If - well, the next step - the next step is either, a - there's several options.
One of them's no further action.

TRITTON:

Yeah.

FOX:

One of them is a public report. One of them's a report to, in this case,
Parliament, or maybe - I don't know, actually, 'cause, normally, we can
report to a Minister, but he doesn't report to a Minister so that's not
applicable. So Parliament, public inquiry, and then, if - if it goes to
either public report or public inquiry, then - then, and we're reasonably
early on at this stage of the - of this stage of the investigation, then they
may say, "Well, there's sufficient grounds for a criminal - that someone's
committed a criminal offence or criminal offences".

TRITTON:

Mm.

FOX:

But we're ways away from that.

TRITTON:

OK. Huge amount of money is being invested in it, though, isn't it?

GRAINGER:

I have nothing further to ask you now.

TRITTON:

Thank you.

GRAINGER:

Thank you for your cooperation today. I know it's not an easy thing to
do. Do you have any complaints about the way I've conducted myself, or
Tim has conducted himself?

TRITTON:

Certainly not, no. No, no. I have not felt uncomfortable. No.

GRAINGER:

What we find is that after these interviews, by human nature, reflect on
things we've said, and things you've said, and documents you've been
shown. If something comes to mind afterwards, please let us know. You
have both of our business cards there. We're more than happy to take a
phone call from you to clarify something or to add further to if you want
to. This is an ongoing Commission investigation, and I have no doubts
that your former colleagues will ask you what happened. I have to tell
you that it's a breach of the Secrecy Provisions Act if you tell them what
happened or discuss what we asked. That type of thing. So you need to
be mindful of that. We fully understand they're gunna want to know.

TRITTON:

I think that you've got two interviews tomorrow, so I intend to go home
now.
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GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

TRITTON:

We've opened up this lovely little business.

GRAINGER:

We understand the three of you are in business, so we know that as well.

TRITTON:

Two.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TRITTON:

Go and buy your wife some beautiful garment. Make me feel better.

GRAINGER:

I'm sorry. I'll finalise this now. So the time is 3.09 pm, and the
interview's finished.
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沈阳市铁西区出访澳大利亚人员名单
序

姓名

工作单位

职务

1

李军
Mr. Li Jun

沈阳市铁西区人民政府
People’s Government of Tiexi District,Shenyang

常务副区长
Vice Governor

2

马晓明
Mr. Ma Xiaoming

沈阳市铁西区对外贸易经济合作局
Foreign Trade and Economy Cooperation Bureau of Tiexi
District,Shenyang

局长
Director

号
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Fwd: RE: Letter of Invitation
From:
To:
Date:
Attachments:

Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
"Tritton, Brenda" <brenda.tritton@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Tue, 25 Jan 2011 17:45:26 +1100
Gu - Invitation to NSW - Clerk (2101).pdf (212.48 kB)

>>> Manuela Sudic 21/01/2011 5:09 pm >>>
Dear Lydia
As requested, please find the revised letter attached.
Please provide a mailing address so that I can send you the original document.
Kind regards
Manuela
Manuela Sudic
Executive Officer to the Clerk
Legislative Assembly
Parliament of New South Wales
Ph: 02 9230 2666
Fax: 02 9230 2333

NOTICE – This e-mail is solely for the named addressee and may be confidential. You should only read, disclose, transmit, copy, distribute, act in
reliance on or commercialise the contents if you are authorised to do so. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail, please notify the
sender by e-mail immediately and then destroy any copy of this message. Except where otherwise specifically stated, views expressed in this email are those of the individual sender.
The New South Wales Parliament does not guarantee that this communication is free of errors, virus, interception or interference.
>>>

From: lydia zhang <lydia_zhang@
>
To:
<manuela.sudic@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Date: 20/01/2011 3:11 pm
Subject: RE: Letter of Invitation
CC:
daryl maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>, Liu Foreign Affairsof Shenyang
<iby2000@
>
Dear Manuela:
Thank you very much for the invitation, we have received and highly appreciated Russel's assisstant. For the visa proposal, would you please
include the 6 day itinerary in the invitation and send the original document to us.
Day 1 - Arrive in Australia in the morning, visit ACA capital investment Pty Ltd
Day 2 - Visit the Parliament house of New South Wales
Day 3 - Meetings with Westfield Pty Ltd
Day 4 - Meetings with Macquarie Bank
Day 5 - Meetings with Barter Card Australia
Day 6 - Meetings with Slater and Gordon and Departing Australia in the Evening
Kind Regards
Lydia

Date: Thu, 20 Jan 2011 11:27:25 +1100
From: Manuela.Sudic@parliament.nsw.gov.au
To: lydia_zhang@
CC: Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Subject: Letter of Invitation
Dear Ms Zhang
Please find attached a letter of invitation from the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly for Mr Gu Chanming and a delegation from Shenyang.
Kind regards
Manuela Sudic
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Executive Officer to the Clerk
Legislative Assembly
Parliament of New South Wales
Ph: 02 9230 2666
Fax: 02 9230 2333

NOTICE – This e-mail is solely for the named addressee and may be confidential. You should only read, disclose, transmit, copy, distribute, act in
reliance on or commercialise the contents if you are authorised to do so. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail, please notify the
sender by e-mail immediately and then destroy any copy of this message. Except where otherwise specifically stated, views expressed in this email are those of the individual sender.
The New South Wales Parliament does not guarantee that this communication is free of errors, virus, interception or interference.
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF THE HOUSE

21 January 2011

Mr Gu Chunming
Standing Vice Mayor of Shenyang Municipal Government
Via email: lydia_zhang@
PEOPLES REPUBLIC OF CHINA

Dear Mr Gu
As the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Ne\w South Wales, I have the great honour
of inviting you, as Standing Vice Mayor of Shenyang Municipal Government, together with:
1. Mr Yang Hongfeng, Vice Director of Shenyang Economic and Information Technology Commission
2. MrXuJian, Vice Director of General Office of Shenyang Municipal Government
3. Mr Wang Jingying, Vice Director of Shenyang Foreign Affairs Office
4. MrHeJun, Vice Director of Shenyang Plan and Land Reources Bureau
5. Mr Liu Pengxiang, Division Chief of Shenyang Foreign Affairs Office
to visit Australia {including New South Wales) in February or March 2011 with a view to further
promote cooperation of governments and enterprises between Autralia and Shenyang. We understand
that the delegation will meet ail costs relating to the visit inlcuding medical insurance and that the visit
will be coordinated by Ms Lydia Zhang.
It is noted that your proposed program is comprised of the following:
Day 1 - Arrive in Australia in the morning, visit ACA capital investment Pty Ltd
Day 2 - Visit the Parliament house of New South Wales
Day 3 - Meetings with Westfield Pty Ltd
Day 4 - Meetings with Macquarie Bank
Day 5 - Meetings with Barter Card Australia
Day 6 - Meetings with Slater and Gordon and Departing Australia in the Evening
I look forward to welcoming you and your delegation to New South Wales.
Yours faithfully

(ussell
Clerk of th

gislative Assembly

Parliament of New South Wiles • Macquarie Street • Sydney NSW 2000 • Australia
Telephone (02) 9230 2222 • Facsimile (02) 9230 2333 • Email russell.grove@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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Fw:please treat as Urgent to Kath Mcfarlaine in Brads office
From:
To:
Date:
Attachments:

Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
"Tritton, Brenda" <brenda.tritton@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Wed, 06 Jul 2011 15:52:15 +1000
image001.jpg (5.62 kB); image002.jpg (673 bytes); Letter to Mr Hazzard Minister 07 06 2011.docx (101.52 kB)

>>> "Hila2" <Hila2@jgroup.com.au> 6/07/2011 3:41:17 PM >>>

Please see attached.
Hila Alha
Accounts Manager
p 1300 547 687 | f 1300 857 911
e Hila2@jgroup.com.au | w www.jgroup.com.au

signatureimage.png

PO Box A112, SOUTH ENFIELD NSW 2133

This email may contain privileged and confidential information. If you have received this email in error notify us on 1300 547 687 immediately.
Please delete this email, you should not use, copy or disclose any information in the message or attachments.
Please consider the environment before printing this email.

Find Us on Facebook
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{ DATE \@ "dddd, d MMMM yyyy" }

Mr Brad Hazzard
Minister of Planning
Parliament House
Macquarie St
Sydney NSW 2000

Dear Mr Hazzard,
I refer to the sites at 231-233 Canterbury Rd DA lodged 2nd December 2010 222/2011 & 237-239 Lodged 2nd December 2011 DA
691/2010 Canterbury Rd, Canterbury
I purchased the sites through my associated companies with an existing building envelop under a Canterbury Council (“Council”)
DCP covering 7 adjoining sites. My acquisition was for 4 of these sites.
Subsequent to the acquisition, we prepared draft plans in accordance with the DCP and presented those to Council at a prelodgement meeting. At that time, the flood level for the area was 3.7 m. Sometime in December 2010 council advised that they
were considering the adoption of a new flood level of 4.9 m based on a climate change study undertaken in 2010. Whilst discussion
of the revised flood level was taking place, other outstanding matters such as heritage concerns, isolation, traffic studies, etc were
all resolved.
Following the advice of the new proposed flood levels we amended our plans to reflect the proposed flood level of 4.9m. Council
advised that in consideration of the new flood levels, our design will not comply with the existing DCP envelope. They appear to be
unwilling to discuss and work towards a solution, advising flatly that the proposed project is unworkable.
Taking into consideration that the site was rezoned from commercial to residential in 2009, it was a clear indication that council
wanted to introduce residential development to this area, particular given its close proximity to Canterbury train station and the
playing fields at Tasker Park. It was an ideal location for residential development.
What we are now presented with is a problem of contradiction between the existing DCP and the new proposed flood level. Whilst
our revised design meets the requirements of the proposed new flood level (which is yet to be adopted by Council), Council advised
the new design breaches DCP and appear to be unprepared to work with me to find a solution. My reading of the situation is that if
you meet the requirements of the new flood levels, you cannot develop under the DCP. We are therefore caught in a bind!
We have to date spent in excess of over $160,000 on plans and consultant fees in order to satisfy council requirements for DA
lodgement. Naturally, I do not want to see this money wasted on the basis that there is a contradiction between flood levels and
DCP.
We recently met with the Mayor and other councillors who have advised of their full support of the development as per my revised
plans, which meet the requirements of the proposed new flood levels. They have advised that this development is in effect the
gateway of the new Canterbury Rd master plan.

J Group (AUST) Pty Ltd
ABN: 17119546511
Lic. No. 186468C
Ph: 1300 547 687 | Fax: 1300 857 911
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Moving forward we have responded to all of the above and have resubmitted new plans to council on the 20th May 2011and paid
an additional amount of $14,420.50 and also had to pay the Architect an additional $156,000.00.
We are writing this letter to you to seek your guidance and assistance in amicably resolving any further matters with council. The
holding cost on this site is over $20,000 per month plus expenses and I simply cannot continue this holding pattern indefinitely.
We trust the above provides you with sufficient background to address this matter, but please do let me know if you require any
additional information.
Yours faithfully,

Joseph Alha

-2-

_______________________________________________________________
J Group (AUST) Pty Ltd
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FW: invitation letter
From:
To:
Date:
Attachments:

Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Brenda Tritton <brenda.tritton@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Mon, 10 Nov 2014 12:11:00 +1100
Invitation Letter - - Gordon tse 101114.docx (21.75 kB)

From: Nicole Hatton
Sent: Monday, 10 November 2014 12:05 PM
To: Daryl Maguire
Subject: RE: invitation letter

Version 2 of letter.
Nicole
From: Daryl Maguire
Sent: Saturday, 8 November 2014 6:00 AM
To: Nicole Hatton
Subject: Fwd: invitation letter

Pls action
Sent from my iPad
Begin forwarded message:
From: chinamitre10 <chinamitre10@aliyun.com>
Date: 7 November 2014 10:26:07 pm AEDT
To: Alan Eldridge <Alan.Eldridge@eldridge.com.au>, Maguire Daryl
<Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
>
Cc: Angela <kimmy_167@
Subject: invitation letter
Reply-To: chinamitre10 <chinamitre10@aliyun.com>
Hi mate ,
would you please write an invitation letter for our group of delegation ,date plan and name
list already in the email i sent.
Thank you so much.
Regards
Gordon.

Volume 27

1717

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

10 November 2014

Mr Gordon Tse
Golden Sample Company Ltd

Dear Mr Tse,
Delegation from Golden Sample Company Ltd
As the Member for Wagga Wagga and Parliamentary Secretary to the Premier for Rural
and Regional Affairs from the Parliament of New South Wales I have the great honour
of inviting you, as Head of the Delegation together with
1.
2.
3.
4.

Ms Xiaoling Li, General Manager, Zhenyu Hospitality Management Company Ltd
Ms Huayuan Xu, General Manager, Liangce Finanical Service Company Ltd
Ms Anqi Li, Deputy Manager, Liangce Financial Service Company Ltd
Ms Xiaoqin Li, Business Partner, Golden Sample Company Ltd

to visit Sydney, Canberra, the Riverina and Melbourne in November 2014.
I are sure that the visit to The Mill Development in the Riverina will develop strong
relations.
We look forward to hearing from you and welcoming you and your delegation to New
South Wales.
Yours faithfully

Daryl Maguire
Government Whip
Chairman of the Parliamentary Asia Pacific
Friendship Group
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Fwd: Invitation to the signing ceremony of UWE
Currabubula Cattle Export to China on Monday 21
November
From:
To:

Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Brenda Tritton <brenda.tritton@parliament.nsw.gov.au>, Adriana Lions
<adriana.lions@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Date:
Fri, 11 Nov 2016 11:52:42 +1100
Attachments: image001.png (21.44 kB); image005.jpg (3.85 kB); image004.png (9.1 kB)

Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: Sophie Duan <sophie@uwecommodities.com>
Date: 11 November 2016 at 11:28:12 am AEDT
To: Daryl Maguire <Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Cc: Joanna Wei <joanna@uwecommodities.com>
Subject: RE: Invitation to the signing ceremony of UWE Currabubula Cattle Export to
China on Monday 21 November

Hi Daryl
Jimmy decided to fly to Tamworth from Sydney at 12.30 pm Monday 21 November and return to
Sydney at 10.20 am Tuesday 22 November.
The official event is set to start at 6 pm Monday 21 November in case the delegation is running late.
Can you please send us the confirmed guests name and number? Are there 5 people attending from
your side?

Sophie

Commercial Manager

United World Enterprises Pty Ltd
Unit 6, 192 Kingsgrove Road
Kingsgrove NSW 2208
P: +61 (2) 9554 8899
F: +61 (2) 9554 8988
E: sophie@uwecommodities.com
W: www.uwecommodities.com

From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Thursday, 10 November 2016 5:47 PM
To: Sophie Duan <sophie@uwecommodities.com>
Subject: Re: Invitation to the signing ceremony of UWE Currabubula Cattle Export to China on
Monday 21 November
Volume 27
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Ok I will arrange everything
Sent from my iPhone
On 10 Nov. 2016, at 5:33 pm, Sophie Duan <sophie@uwecommodities.com> wrote:
Hi Daryl
Jimmy plans to start the signing ceremony at 5 pm Monday 21 November, the address is 72

Piallaway Road, Currabubula, 2342
Jimmy might have to fly to Tamworth on Sunday morning to get things ready and if you are flying
on your own, he suggests you get the early afternoon flight from Sydney to Tamworth, and he will
pick you up from Tamworth airport then show you around at the farm before the official event.

Sophie

Commercial Manager
United World Enterprises Pty Ltd
Unit 6, 192 Kingsgrove Road
Kingsgrove NSW 2208
P: +61 (2) 9554 8899
F: +61 (2) 9554 8988
E: sophie@uwecommodities.com
W: www.uwecommodities.com

<image001.png><image005.jpg><image004.png>

From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Thursday, 10 November 2016 12:34 PM
To: Sophie Duan <sophie@uwecommodities.com>
Subject: Re: Invitation to the signing ceremony of UWE Currabubula Cattle Export to China
on Monday 21 November
Thanks Sophie when the finer details time and address are available can you please send to
me so the guests can be informed , kind Regards Daryl
Sent from my iPhone
On 10 Nov. 2016, at 12:23 pm, Sophie Duan <sophie@uwecommodities.com> wrote:
Hi Daryl
As Jimmy discussed on the phone with you this morning, he would like to invite you to
witness our signing ceremony on UWE Currabubula Cattle Export to China and Investment
program with a Chinese delegation of 19 people on Monday afternoon 21 November. It’s
great that you also invited Tamworth Mayor and Liverpool shire council representatives to
attend our signing ceremony. Can you please advise how many guests we will have from
local council?
Jimmy will be flying from Sydney to Tamworth on Monday 21 November please let me know
if you will be flying to Tamworth with Jimmy so we can book your flights together?
Thank you for your support.
Sophie

Commercial Manager
United World Enterprises Pty Ltd
Unit 6, 192 Kingsgrove Road
Kingsgrove NSW 2208
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Kingsgrove NSW 2208
P: +61 (2) 9554 8899
F: +61 (2) 9554 8988
E: sophie@uwecommodities.com
W: www.uwecommodities.com

<image001.png><image005.jpg><image004.png>
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Fwd: Oceanic Group
From:
To:
Date:

Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Brenda Tritton <brenda.tritton@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Fri, 04 Dec 2015 20:19:36 +1100

Pls get Steve Jaques the contact so they can discuss
Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga <ElectorateOffice.WaggaWagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Date: 4 December 2015 4:37:03 pm AEDT
To: Daryl Maguire <Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Subject: FW: Oceanic Group

From: Judy Teng [mailto:judyt@omt.com.au]
Sent: Friday, 4 December 2015 4:30 PM
To: ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga
Cc: 'Nisin Sunito'
Subject: Oceanic Group

Dear Daryl,
Nisin, our Managing Director, would like to say hello to you.
Thanks very much to come to the lunch on 9/11 at NSW parliament House with the Indonesian
delegation.
Oceanic has been dealing with recycled products for more than 20 years.
As you mentioned, you have good supply of recycled glass.
Can you please direct us to some contracts in this area ?
Look forward to hearing from you.
Best Regards.
Judy Teng
Oceanic Group
2/15 Rodborough Road,
Frenchs Forest,
NSW 2086, Australia
Tel: 61-2-8972-4922 Fax: 61-2-9975-4466
Mobile:

www.oceanictradinggroup.com
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Itinerary
From:
To:
Cc:
Date:
Attachments:

Brenda Tritton <brenda.tritton@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Nicole Hatton <nicole.hatton@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Fri, 08 Apr 2016 15:05:40 +1000
April, 8th.docx (21.59 kB)

Kind regards
Brenda Tritton
Electorate Officer for the
Office of Daryl Maguire MP
-------------------------------------------------------Tel: 0269 211 622
Email: waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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ITINERARY
Friday 8TH APRIL to Friday 8th MAY 2016
Friday 8th

Saturday 9th

6.00 pm

10.45 for 11.00 am

Daryl representing the Hon Troy Grant MP
Deputy Premier
Minister for the Arts
Wagga Wagga Art Gallery 2016
National Emerging Art Glass Prize
Winner announcement
Representing Minister Elliott
Bland Shire Council Unveil life size
Bronze Artwork of Reg Rattey VC
Reg Rattey Drive West Wyalong

Sunday 10th

5.10/6.20 pm

Wagga Wagga/Sydney REX

Monday 11th

12.00 noon

Lunch with Tim Lakos
MP Bar 51 Martin Place

Tuesday 12th

9.35 am

Sydney/Shanghai QF 129

Monday 18th

9.25 pm

Hong Kong/Sydney QF 129

Tuesday 19th

8.50 am

Arrive Sydney

11.50/12.55 pm

Sydney/Wagga Wagga Qantas

Wednesday 13th
Thursday 14th
Friday 15th
Saturday 16th
Sunday 17th

Minister Williams in Electorate
Riverina Murray Regional Alliance
$30,000 time TBA
Wednesday 20th

Volume 27

9.40/10.45 am

Wagga Wagga to Sydney Qantas

11.30 for
12.00 noon

Represent Premier and Minister Elliott
War Widows Guild of Australia
Commemoration of 65th ANZAC Field
Of Remembrance
St Andrews Cathedral 474 Kent Street
Followed by informal lunch
** Event Brief has been requested
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6.15/7.20 pm
Thursday 21st

Sydney/Wagga Wagga Qantas

11.00 am
St Vincent de Paul Official Opening
Of Wagga Wagga Store
Invite to come – time to be confirmed.

Friday 22nd

12.30 pm

Red Shield Appeal Meeting
188 Edward Street Wagga Wagga

3.00 pm

WWCC Citizenship Council Meeting Room

5.10/6.20 pm

Wagga Wagga/Sydney REX

10.30 am

**
Car & Driver organised for the day
Driver to collect Daryl at Parliament House
Represent Minister Elliott
Kokoda Track Memorial Walkway ANZAC
Day Commemoration Service
-

Kokoda Track memorial Walkway

Rhodes/Rotary Park, Killoola Street
Concord
** Event Brief requested
2.30 – 3.00 pm

Meeting with Treasurer
Alan Eldridge General Manager WWCC
& Mayor Rod Kendall

7.00 pm

Represent Minister Elliott
93rd Continuous Combined Hunter’s Hill
Council, Hunters Hill RSL Sub Branch
ANZAC Eve Memorial Service
Unveiling of Plaque

7.30 pm

Memorial Services
Hunters Hill Town Hall, 22 Alexandra St
Hunters Hill
Event Brief received.
**
**
10 Minute Speech required – has been
Requested.

Saturday 23rd

8.10/9.15 am

Sydney/Wagga Wagga Qantas

Sunday 24th

4.35/5.40 pm

Wagga Wagga Sydney Qantas

Monday 25th

8.00 for 8.15 am

Representing the Premier
Wreath Laying on Cenotaph
at Martin Place
** Wreath ordered by Premier’s
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12.00 for
12.30 pm

Representing Minister Elliott
RSL Anzac Day Commemoration Service
ANZAC Memorial Hyde Park South
** Event brief requested
** Wreath Order by Rachael

2.00 – 2.30 pm

Tuesday 26th
Wednesday 27th
Thursday 28th

CAR TO PICK DARYL AT HYDE PARK
Representing Premier
Coloured Diggers ANZAC Event
The Block Lawson Street Redfern
New Zealand
New Zealand
New Zealand

Friday 29th

7.30 pm

Saturday 30th

1.00 pm

Wagga Rescue Squad Open Day
For commissioning of new primary
Rescue truck – Commissioner and Deputy
Commissioner will attend
Daryl to speak if he would like
Bolton Street

2.00 – 4.00 pm

FEC Riverina
SEC Wagga Wagga
Annual General Meetings
Astor Hotel

???

‘The Great Debate’ Mark Latham
Smart Phones are killing conversation
Mater Dei Primary

Sunday 1st May 2016 5.10 pm

TBA

Wagga Wagga/Sydney

Monday 2nd

TBA

War Widows Guild 70th Anniversary
Luncheon Wagga RSL Club

12.00 noon

Tuesday 3rd

Volume 27

PARLIAMENT
10.00 am

Liberal Party Meeting

10.30 am

Joint Party Meeting

12.30pm

Mulgoa School Captains
Leadership Forum – Jubilee Room
Tanya Davies has asked if Daryl can
Speak to students
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Wednesday 4th

PARLIAMENT
9.00 am

Parliamentary Secretaries
Pecuniary Interest

12.00 noon

Lunch with Norm Amery Parliament House

7.45 – 8.30 pm
8.30 – 9.15 pm

Chair Duty
Chair Duty

Thursday 5th

PARLIAMENT
Womens Branch
1.30 pm

Friday 6th

Saturday 7th

Kooringal High School visit to
Parliament House
Wagga Wagga Gold Cup

2.00 pm

Alex’s Wedding woo hoo

11.00 am

Adelong Men’s Shed Opening
Ian Elliott:

Sunday 8th
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Itinerary
From:
To:
Cc:
Date:
Attachments:

Brenda Tritton <brenda.tritton@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Nicole Hatton <nicole.hatton@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Fri, 20 May 2016 16:34:20 +1000
May 20th.docx (21.86 kB)

Kind regards
Brenda Tritton
Electorate Officer for the
Office of Daryl Maguire MP
-------------------------------------------------------Tel: 0269 211 622
Email: waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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ITINERARY
Friday 20th May to Sunday 19th June 2016
Friday 20th

Saturday 21st

1.00 pm

Airport announcement

2.00 pm

Funeral of Iris Emerson

6.00 – 8.00 pm

Tumut Branch of Liberal Party
Coalition Supporters Drinks with
Hon Dr Peter Hendy
Tumut Bowling and Recreation Club

10.00 – 2.00 pm

Tumut Bowling & Rec Club
Fire and Rescue NSW
Fire Station Open Day
Daryl to catch up with Paul Bremner

12.00 noon

Batlow Cider Fest Opening

Sunday 22nd
Monday 23rd
Tuesday 24th
Wednesday 25th

Thursday 26th

Volume 27

Griffith – Leeton
11.00 am

Tumut Regional Family Services
Opening of new Offices at
182 Wynyard Street
Followed by light lunch
(At this stage Trina Tompson to open
And Daryl to cut ribbon – if you attend)

5.10/4.20 pm

Wagga Wagga to Sydney REX

9.00 am

Country Garden

10.30 am

State Funeral for the late Hon Tom Lancelot
Lewis AO at St Stephens Uniting Church
197 Macquarie Street Sydney
Followed by light refreshments in
Strangers Dining Room

12.30 pm

Elliott Staff Meeting
52 Martin Place Level 15
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2.00 pm

J Group Meeting

4.00 pm

Country Garden
???

Friday 27th

Sydney Showground Money Stand
(between 26 and 29)

9.00 am

Country Garden Meeting

10.40 am

Represent Minister Elliott 10th Annual
Aboriginal & Torres Strait Island Servicemen
& Servicewomen Commemoration Service
At Anzac Memorial Hyde Park South
Event Brief to come
Wreath will be at the Memorial

3.05/4.10 pm

Sydney to Wagga Wagga Qantas

5.30 - 7.00 pm

Appreciation function – Sunflower House
Renovations
Commercial Club

Saturday 28th

Salvation Army Red Shield Appeal
South City – to be dropped off on Friday
Kurrajong Waratah Charity Race Day
MTC

Sunday 29th

12.00 noon

Lockhart Shire BBQ in Walter Day Park
Daryl to arrive unannounced

Monday 30

5.10/6.20 pm

Wagga Wagga to Sydney REX

10.00 am
10.30 am

PARLIAMENT
Liberal Party Meeting
Joint Party Meeting

Tuesday 31st

Private Members Statement allocation
Pre-lunch (Wagga Wagga Gold Cup)
3.30 pm

Bangladesh Delegation

5.00 – 6.00 pm

Meeting Treasurer and Southern NSW MPS
Room 809

8.45 – 10.00 pm

Chair Duty

Wednesday 1st

PARLIAMENT
11.00 am

Volume 27
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Counsel General Sri Lanka
5.30 – 7.30 pm

Christian School Australia
Parliamentary Reception 2016
Fountain Court
Call past

7.00 pm – 7.45 pm

Chair Duty

Thursday 2nd

PARLIAMENT
10.00 am

Friday 3rd

???

Secondary Students Leadership
Program

11.30 am

Meeting with Mr Yoon Consul General
Korea Room 1246
Counsel General Sri Lanka

8.10/9.15 am

Sydney to Wagga Wagga
Qantas
Daryl to collect Layer Pullets
Brian Larkin

Saturday 4th
Sunday 5th

10.30 for 11 am

???

Representing Premier
9th Bomber Command Commemorative
Day wreath laying ceremony
The Cenotaph Martin Place

TBA

Represent Minister Barilaro
2016 Training Awards
MTC

???

Graham Centre CSU Science
Agriculture Enrichment Day

Monday 6th
Tuesday 7th
Wednesday 8th
Thursday 9th

6.30 pm

Friday 10th
Saturday 11th

9.00 am

6.30 pm

Volume 27

Veteran & Vintage Car Club
Daryl asked to open
Julie Rockliff – 6926 4947
TBA

RSL Wagga Wagga Sub Branch
To commemorate 100th Anniversary
of RSL Dinner
Wagga RSL Club TBA
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Sunday 12th
Monday 13th

PUBLIC HOLIDAY

Tuesday 14th

Kapooka Bridge Opening

Wednesday 15th

6 for 6.30 pm ???

Rotary Club of Wagga Wagga Kooringal
Wagga Wagga Country Club

Thursday 16th
Friday 17th

Saturday 18th

???

The Graham Centre CSU
Science and Agriculture Enrichment

7.30 pm

TBA

RCM 2016 Major Scholarship
Winners Concert

10.00 am

TBA

Filipino Community Association
Family fun Day
Forest Hill Public School
Daryl asked to speak

Sunday 19th
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[No Subject]
From:
To:
Date:
Attachments:

Volume 27

Brenda Tritton <brenda.tritton@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Adriana Lions <adriana.lions@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Mon, 10 Apr 2017 09:53:53 +1000
Hotel Confirmation Booking Voucher 11283838.msg (280.58 kB); Re_ FW_ Hotel
Confirmation Booking Voucher 11283838.msg (57.34 kB)
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FW: Hotel Confirmation Booking Voucher 11283838
From: ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga <"/o=parl/ou=exchange administrative group
(fydibohf23spdlt)/cn=recipients/cn=electorateoffice waggawaggae28">
Jimson Fiau <jtanangada@
To:
>
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Cc:
Date: Sat, 08 Apr 2017 11:52:18 +1000
Good morning Minister
Your booking has been confirmed.
Please see details attached.
Kind regards
Adriana
Adriana Lions
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au

(02) 6921 1622

From: onlinetravel@webjet.com.au [mailto:onlinetravel@webjet.com.au]
Sent: Saturday, 8 April 2017 11:37 AM
To: ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga
Subject: Hotel Confirmation Booking Voucher 11283838

webjet.com.au

Hi Mr Daryl Maguire MP,
Thank you for booking with Webjet. We are pleased to advise that your hotel booking for Tanoa Plaza Suva has been confirmed and your
payment has been processed

Next Steps:
If you have not already done so, please print out your Hotel Booking Confirmation Voucher. Your voucher is proof of purchase and must be
presented at the hotel upon arrival. Failure to present your voucher upon check-in may result in you being charged directly by the
hotel. In order to print your Confirmation Voucher, please open the email attachment and print it.

If you have any enquiries about your booking, please contact Webjet Customer Support. If you have any questions about the hotel and its
facilities, please contact the hotel directly.

Thank you once again for your booking and enjoy your stay.
Customer Service Centre

Booking References
Webjet:
Hotel:

11283838
137217323485

Support
Our customer service team are ready to help you with any query:

Contact us
Customer feedback
Change my booking
Travel checklist

Privacy policy | Contact us | Manage subscription | Unsubscribe

You have received this email to waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au because you are subscribed to Webjet Marketing communications. This email is being sent to you
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You have received this email to waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au because you are subscribed to Webjet Marketing communications. This email is being sent to you
by Webjet Marketing Pty Ltd ABN 84 063 430 848.

This email has been scanned for email related threats and delivered safely by Mimecast.
For more information please visit http://www.mimecast.com
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Re: FW: Hotel Confirmation Booking Voucher 11283838
From:
To:
Date:

>
Jimson Fiau <jtanangada@
ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga <electorateoffice.waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Sat, 08 Apr 2017 14:40:21 +1000

Adriana,
Thanks a lot. We are about to board our flight.
Regards,
Minister Jimson Tana
On Apr 8, 2017 12:52, "ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga" <ElectorateOffice.WaggaWagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au> wrote:
Good morning Minister
Your booking has been confirmed.
Please see details attached.
Kind regards
Adriana
Adriana Lions
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
(02) 6921 1622

From: onlinetravel@webjet.com.au [mailto:onlinetravel@webjet.com.au]
Sent: Saturday, 8 April 2017 11:37 AM
To: ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga
Subject: Hotel Confirmation Booking Voucher 11283838

webjet.com.au

Hi Mr Daryl Maguire MP,
Thank you for booking with Webjet. We are pleased to advise that your hotel booking for Tanoa Plaza Suva has been confirmed and your
payment has been processed

Next Steps:
If you have not already done so, please print out your Hotel Booking Confirmation Voucher. Your voucher is proof of purchase and must be
presented at the hotel upon arrival. Failure to present your voucher upon check-in may result in you being charged directly by the hotel. In

Volume 27

1736

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT
order to print your Confirmation Voucher, please open the email attachment and print it.
If you have any enquiries about your booking, please contact Webjet Customer Support. If you have any questions about the hotel and its facilities,
please contact the hotel directly.

Thank you once again for your booking and enjoy your stay.

Customer Service Centre

Booking References
Webjet:
Hotel:

11283838
137217323485

Support
Our customer service team are ready to help you with any query:

* Contact us
* Customer feedback
* Change my booking
* Travel checklist

Privacy policy | Contact us | Manage subscription | Unsubscribe

You have received this email to waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au because you are subscribed to Webjet Marketing communications. This email is being sent
to you by Webjet Marketing Pty Ltd ABN 84 063 430 848.

This email has been scanned for email related threats and delivered safely by Mimecast.
For more information please visit http://www.mimecast.com
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FW: SmartWest.Sydney
From:
To:
Date:

Brenda Tritton <brenda.tritton@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Thu, 27 Apr 2017 16:32:02 +1000

From: Louise Waterhouse [mailto:louise@waterhouse.to]
Sent: Friday, 7 April 2017 4:55 PM
To: Adriana Lions; ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga
Subject: SmartWest.Sydney

Dear Daryl,
Further to your mentioning the Free Trade Zone at Shenzhen and our confidential discussions
about our exciting project adjoining the new Western Sydney Airport, attached is a very brief
summary and map. SmartWest.Sydney is 233h and in total the holdings are 300h.
Our vision is to be very forward thinking - mainly in the areas of employment and tourism and
includes a free trade zone area as well as high tech logistics and start up area close to the airport.
I look forward to brainstorming with you – as you are obviously ahead of the curve!!
Wishing you a great trip.
Kind regards
Louise
Louise S.R. Waterhouse

Waterhouse Group
Level 6, 73 Walker St
North Sydney
NSW 2060
Australia
Ph: +61 2 9936 2000

Louise
Louise S.R. Waterhouse

Waterhouse Group
Level 6, 73 Walker St
North Sydney
NSW 2060
Australia
Ph: +61 2 9936 2000
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Messages and Itinerary
Brenda Tritton <"/o=parl/ou=exchange administrative group
(fydibohf23spdlt)/cn=recipients/cn=zbtritt1e9">
To:
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Date:
Thu, 14 Dec 2017 16:50:54 +1100
Attachments: December 15th.docx (31.13 kB)
From:

WEDNESDAY 13TH DECEMBER, 2017

--

--

--

--

Kind regards
Brenda Tritton
Electorate Officer for the
Office of Daryl Maguire MP
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-------------------------------------------------------Tel: 0269 211 622
Email: waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Daryl Maguire MP

Volume 27

1741

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

ITINERARY
Friday 15th

8.05/9.15 am

Sydney/Wagga Wagga Qantas

12.00 noon

Daryl to Draw Raffle – Cystic Fibrous
BBQ – Gary Gurtner

Saturday 16th

Bennalong Bi – Election

Sunday 17th
Monday 18th

Daryl Away
4:00 pm

Tuesday 19th

Sydney to Brisbane Qantas QF536
Daryl Away

Wednesday 20th

1.05 pm

Brisbane to Sydney Qantas QF533

Thursday 21st

1:30pm

Bert Evans Scholarship Presentation Awards
TAFE- location TBA
Office Christmas at Romano’s

Friday 22nd

6 – 8.00 pm

Drinks at Hinkler

Saturday 23rd

5.00 pm

Christmas Drinks Nick Jenni and Camilla
Sandridge

Sunday 24th
Monday 25th
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INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION

5

RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN INVESTIGATORS PAUL GRAINGER AND
TIM FOX OF THE INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION AND
MEAGAN TUCK AT WAGGA WAGGA CIVIC CENTRE ON 29 OCTOBER 2018
TIME: UNKNOWN
PRESENT:

INVESTIGATOR PAUL GRAINGER
INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX
MEAGAN TUCK

GRAINGER:

- record of interview between Paul Grainger and Meagan Tuck, being
conducted on the 29th of October, 2018. We're currently at the Wagga
Wagga Civic Centre. For the purposes of voice identification, I'll ask
everyone to state their full name, starting with you, Meagan.

TUCK:

Meagan Francis Tuck.

GRAINGER:

Tim.

FOX:

Tim Fox.

GRAINGER:

Meagan, could you tell me your date of birth please.

10

15

20

TUCK:
GRAINGER:

And your best contact number.

TUCK:

25

GRAINGER:

And have you consented to have your voice recorded today?

TUCK:

Yes, I have.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. I'll just put some things on the record that I said to you
beforehand. The Commission is conducting an investigation into an
allegation that since 2012, Mr Daryl Maguire, the former Member for
Wagga Wagga, engaged in conduct that involved the - a breach of public
trust by using his public office involving his duties as a member of the
New South Wales Parliament, and the use of Parliamentary resources to
improperly gain a benefit for himself, G8way International Pty Ltd, and
any associated persons. Do you understand that?

TUCK:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

Can I just ask you to read the jurat that I've given you onto the record
please.

TUCK:

This statement was made by me accurately - made by me, accurately sets
out the evidence which I would be prepared if necessary to give in court

30

35

.
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as a witness. This statement is true to the best of my knowledge and
belief, and I make it knowingly, knowing that if it is tendered in evidence
I shall be liable to prosecution if I have wilfully stated in it anything
which I know to be false or do not believe to be true. I am 52 years of
age.

5

10

15

20

25

GRAINGER:

Thank you, Meagan. As I told you before we commenced, this is a
voluntary process. You do not have to take part. You do not have to say
or do anything unless you want to do so. Do you understand that?

TUCK:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

Anything you say or do will, will be recorded and may be used later in
evidence. And evidence can be a part of the Commission’s investigation,
a criminal prosecution or any disciplinary investigation that follows. Do
you understand each of those?

TUCK:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

Under the - under the provisions of the ICAC Act, it is a criminal offence
to wilfully make a false or misleading statement to an officer of the
Commission, exercising a function under the Act. So anything you tell
us today has to be true. Do you understand that?

TUCK:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

And so there is no misunderstanding, both Tim and I are officers of the
Commission. This interview is one of our functions under the Act. OK.

TUCK:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

All right. Your employment history with Mr Maguire, what was that?

TUCK:

Late April of 2016, I was asked to come on board as a two day a
week temporary person, replacing Adriana Lions who had moved to
Adelaide. That lasted until about August when she decided that she
wanted to come back to Wagga and my casual two day a week thing was
terminated. Then I went off and worked in a couple of other
environments. And then at the end of July, 2017, there'd been some
changes in the office. Adriana had moved on again. They'd been
allowed to have a third officer with a media person come on board,
a long term employee, Margaret Pulver, had finally resigned, and I
asked then come on board as a full-time employee.

GRAINGER:

So in the time you were there first, what position did you hold?

TUCK:

Casually, two days a week. The exact same one that I had.

GRAINGER:

So-

TUCK:

Electoral Officer 1.

GRAINGER:

One. OK. So let's deal with the first time you were there. What did your
duties involve?

30

35
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TUCK:

Because I was only there on a Thursday, Friday, it was just picking
up the threads of what was or wasn't done for the three days before I
got there, which was counter duties, constituent enquiries, phone
calls, postage, sending off rep letters, JP services, just anything that sort
of came off the filing. And anything that was just, that went along
with that particular role, congratulatory letters, a lot of stuff in feedback.

GRAINGER:

Did you manage Mr Maguire's diary at that time?

TUCK:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK. So the first time you were there, who managed his diary?

TUCK:

It was job share between Margaret Pulver and Brenda Tritton.

GRAINGER:

And did that managing of the diary include - sorry, I'll rephrase that. The
first time you were there, did you have any responsibility for booking
travel for Mr Maguire?

TUCK:

No.

GRAINGER:

That was done by whom?

TUCK:

It would have been the EO2, through FCM, so that would have been
either Brenda or Margaret.

GRAINGER:

OK. Now the second time you came back full-time did you come back
as an EO1 again?

TUCK:

Same role, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Same role exactly?

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

But it was just the - a few additional duties, yeah.

GRAINGER:

So at that time, you said that - I've forgotten the girl's name - Adriana
Lions had come back, was she managing Mr Maguire's diary then, or was
it - who was doing it?

TUCK:

I wasn't in the office - I've never, I've never physically worked with
Adriana. I've always sort of dropped in as she's dropped out. I, I don't
know. She was quite a, supposedly, well-qualified, clever girl, that she
might've sometimes. I don't, I don't really know.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So who, when you came back, who was managing the diary then?

TUCK:

It's always been an EO2 role.
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GRAINGER:

OK. So it was Margaret.

TUCK:

Margaret had left about a month before I arrived through long service
leave, and holidays, and then finally just - so then it became Brenda
solely until November when Alex came back from maternity leave, and
then they went back job, into a job sharing arrangement.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FOX:

Just quickly on that, sorry. You said you were asked to work there, going
back to April, '16. How did you come to be asked to work there?

TUCK:

I had, once again, unfortunately lost my job with McDonald's. It was a
family decision that one of the daughters was gunna come back into the
office, and Daryl was aware of my situation, and, yeah, he just sort of
asked me would I come on board.

FOX:

So you knew Daryl before you worked for him. OK.

TUCK:

Uh-huh.

FOX:

How did you know him?

TUCK:

Through family.

FOX:

All right. So he's a family friend?

TUCK:

He's - he's my father's family friend, or Mum and Dad's family friend.
They were all great friends long before Daryl went into politics, yeah.

FOX:

Yeah.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

With - I'll just go into some of these individuals, and tell me if you know
them, what you know about them. Can you do that?

TUCK:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

And a person I mentioned before, Phil Elliott.

TUCK:

I know what he looks like. I've never met him. My understanding
of him was that at different times throughout the four year tenure for
whatever, that he was Daryl's campaign manager at different times, but
that's about all I know. I think he's a Liberal Member. Yeah, I don't - I I know he's married to Karen. But I, I don't - I - yeah, I've never
been in an environment, or he's never come into the office,
whenever I've been there, and met him.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Do you know if he and Mr Maguire have any business relationship?
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TUCK:

No. I don't - I don't know that. Never did, I never, never came across
anything. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Have you heard of the company G8way, or G8way International?

TUCK:

No. The only Gateway I know was a motel down in Wangaratta where I
used to sort of sometimes work for a company that owns it down there,
but no, I don't know of that name here in Wagga.

GRAINGER:

Do you know a person by the name of Maggie Wang?

TUCK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

How do you know Maggie?

TUCK:

I've met Maggie once when she came to see Daryl. She - she's part of the
Asia Pacific crowd. She did a lot of the bookings for when they would
go over to the Solomon Islands, and wherever they'd go for these visits.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So just take a step back. So you said you met her once in the office here.
Is that right?

TUCK:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

When was that, roughly?

TUCK:

It was before they went in the February trip, or March trip, whenever that
was. So I - I don't know. It might have been - it was just a random thing.
It might have been before Christmas or just after Christmas last year.
Mmm. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So 2017, either before or after Christmas?

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So after Christmas will make it earlier this year.

TUCK:

Yes. But then we come back mid January, or early January. I - I just
know it was a warm time. It wasn't winter, I don't think. Mmm.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Don't, yeah.

GRAINGER:

And Maggie came into your Electoral Office, did she?

TUCK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Pardon me. Was Daryl there?
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TUCK:

Yes. Yeah. I had a quick bite to eat, and she must have let him know
that she was in town, or something. And they had a quick bite to eat, and
I met her, and then she left, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Did she say what she was there for?

TUCK:

No. I think I was at lunch when she first came into the office. 'Cause
then when I scooted round the back, the way the office was designed, she
was already in there. They'd gone off and got a quick sandwich, and she
was there.

GRAINGER:

Pardon me.

FOX:

So how was she introduced to you, and by who?

TUCK:

"This is Maggie". She goes under one or two different names. One
was that married name, or one probably being the Asian name, or
something. But, I don't know, did she even come with a title. I might
have I might have found that out, or worked that out once she left, or
once she was already in there, and, oh, my god, who's in there, or
something. Yeah, I - I don't know.

FOX:

So who introduced you to her?

TUCK:

I think it was Daryl. Yeah. It certainly wasn't any of the other girls,
yeah.

GRAINGER:

And you said they had a lunch stop.

GRAINGER:

Pause for a second

TUCK:

Yeah. I've got the lollies.

15

20

(INTERVIEW PAUSED)
(INTERVIEW RESUMED)
25

GRAINGER:

Interview between Paul Grainger and Meagan Tuck recommenced. The
time is now 1.25pm. Meagan, just continuing with this interview, we
were talking about Maggie Wang. You said that - you said they had
lunch together. Is that right? Was that in the office or did they go
somewhere?

30

TUCK:

No, no. Just in the office, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Was Daryl a person who kept the office door open, so you hear the
conversation inside the door?

TUCK:

Pre- no, it was pre- he always pretty much closed it. There was - yeah,
no, pretty much closed. I don't think -

GRAINGER:

Yeah. OK. Have you heard of Nicole Hatton?

TUCK:

Yes. She was his Sydney girl for a while, yeah.

35
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GRAINGER:

And what was Nicole's role?

TUCK:

She worked a couple of days a week for him I think from memory. And
then maybe to fill in whatever some - for somewhere else in the
Parliamentary House. But she was his sort of office girl in Sydney.
Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Was that the first time or the second time you were here?

TUCK:

No, she'd gone by the second time I was here. But I did meet her, yeah, I
did meet her and - and used to sort of, like, answer phone calls to and
from her all the time, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Rebecca Cartwright.

TUCK:

Yeah. Beck Cartwright. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Who's she?

TUCK:

She's up at Parliament house. She - I forget her exact title - I've met
Beck - she's a - she's something to do with the Whip, or she's in the
Whip's office or - mmm, yeah.

GRAINGER:

And what's her - what is her relationship with Daryl?

TUCK:

They had worked together for many years.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So when he was a Whip?

TUCK:

Yes. I think she was the - the person that he went to in that role, yeah.
Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Jimmy Liu. Do you know that person?

TUCK:

don’t know know of him. Jimmy Liu.

FOX:

He's from a company called United World Enterprises, U.W.E.

TUCK:

Is that the Copeland Street mob? I only - I might only know the name
but I've never met him.

FOX:

Sorry we're going to pause the recording.

TUCK:

Ha.
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(INTERVEIW PAUSED)
(INTERVIEW RESUMED)
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Jimmy Liu and I think you said you didn't know that person. Is that
right?
TUCK:

No, I've not met him. I probably would only be familiar with the name if
I might have read it in the paper, 'cause the papers keep referring to all
that stuff all the time

GRAINGER:

William Luong.

TUCK:

No.

GRAINGER:

Louise Waterhouse.

TUCK:

Louise Waterhouse. No, I - no, I don't think so – Am I getting confused
with somebody else – Waterhousing - no, no, I don't know Louise
Waterhouse.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

No, no, no, no.

GRAINGER:

A gentleman by the name of Ho Yuen Li.

TUCK:

No. No.

GRAINGER:

Gerry McCormack.

TUCK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

How do you know Gerry?

TUCK:

Through a few different means. I know what business he does. My
father also knew Gerry. I might have answered the phone once or twice
to him.

GRAINGER:

So what business does Gerry do?

TUCK:

He's got Cottontails Winery out at, wherever it is, North Wagga
somewhere.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Cowra. Something like that

GRAINGER:

So he runs that, does he?

TUCK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And what was his relationship with Daryl?

TUCK:

Long term friends. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Any business actual relationship together?

TUCK:

No. I don't think so.
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GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

No.

GRAINGER:

Tim McMullen.

TUCK:

Yes, Borambola Wines.

GRAINGER:

And what about him. What's his relationship with Daryl?

TUCK:

I don't - nothing that I could put my finger on.
associates. I don't - yeah. Must be -

GRAINGER:

So do you know Gerry and Tim through Daryl's office, or do you know
them independently, working for Daryl?

TUCK:

Well, their prominent people in Wagga to some degree because of their
businesses and the way they project their - do their marketing, and stuff
like that. So I knew them - or knew of them, long before I went to the
office.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

How would you describe - they - some of the - are they people that are,
are, you know, frequently in contact with Daryl, or occasionally, or -

TUCK:

Look, he - Daryl would take a lot of phone calls outside of the office that
we - not everything flushed through that landline. So I - they might
phone him on his mobile. Yeah, I don't - I don't know

GRAINGER:

What about Joe Alha?

TUCK:

That name's familiar, Joe Alha. I've heard of that name but I don't - he's
not an MP, no. I've heard of the name.

FOX:

He's Sydney based.
recollection.

TUCK:

OK. He might have sent a Christmas basket or a - or a Christmas card.
That might be why I know the name.

FOX:

So who might have sent that? Daryl or Joe? Which way - - -

TUCK:

Joe.

FOX:

Joe to Daryl.

TUCK:

Yeah.

FOX:

OK.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.
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TUCK:

And, and he was probably on our mailing list outwards as well. Yeah.
Yep.

GRAINGER:

If I can take you back to when you started, the first time in Parliament.
Do you recall receiving a code of conduct that you had to abide by?

TUCK:

[No verbal response]

GRAINGER:

OK. Did you receive it again the second time you started back with the
Parliament? And do you recall reading and signing a copy to put in your
HR file on both of those?

TUCK:

[No verbal response]

GRAINGER:

OK. This is a fairly broad question. Whilst you were employed by
Daryl, have you ever been directed to work or do something you were
concer- you were concerned about, which could have been a possible
conflict of interest?

TUCK:

Not - not wh - no, not whilst I was working for Daryl.

GRAINGER:

OK. When you were working for someone else?

TUCK:

When we didn't have a boss.

GRAINGER:

OK. Wh- so when Daryl wasn't there?

TUCK:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

OK. Well, tell us about that. What was that about?

TUCK:

Well, just recently with the by-election there was -

GRAINGER:

Yeah. What was the, what was the problem?

TUCK:

Well, there was stuff that - and I - and I didn't participate, because I knew
damn well that it was a breach of your code of conduct to engage in
duties for the by-election.

GRAINGER:

OK. So the electorate staff were working for the incoming - one of the
candidates, were they? And so they'd be Julie Ham. Is that right? And
what were they doing?

TUCK:

Assisting at pre-polls. During working hours. Lunch times. On sick
leave. Setting up rosters for - on the day, and -

GRAINGER:

And why were they doing that?

TUCK:

Why were they doing that. Because, I don't know, they felt that they
were duty bound. They were Liberal supporters. That's something they
might have always done. They wanted Liberal to win. I don't - all those,
yeah.

GRAINGER:

So the - I assume we're talking about the - Brenda Tritton, Alexander
Tierney, and Sarah Vasey.
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TUCK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Are each of those members of the Liberal Party, do you know?

TUCK:

Two of the three are.

GRAINGER:

Who was the person who was not?

TUCK:

Alex.

GRAINGER:

OK. And that, of course is not the focus of the Commission investigation
but - - -

TUCK:

No.

GRAINGER:

- I asked you a question so I had to follow through. Have you ever been
directed to work, or do something, that you were concerned about leading
to a possible private gain by the use of public resources?

TUCK:

No. Well, not that I've considered at.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TUCK:

No. Don't think so.

GRAINGER:

So in relation to the, the work at the by-election, did you raise that with
anyone?

TUCK:

I flagged it with the girls that if it was a conflict of interest that I wasn't
allowed to work, as I had always done on election day, and managed a
polling booth office, or a place, because it was deemed a conflict of
interest, that there was no way that I was going to be doing any of this. If
I couldn't work on the day, like I had done, because my honesty or
integrity was questioned, that I might dodge the books, or raid the
figures, well, then there was no way I was goin' to do anything that one,
breached the Code of Conduct, and if it was a conflict of interest for me
to work on the day, well then I wasn't doing any of this other business.

GRAINGER:

So within the chain of command I suppose it would have got, for want of
a better word, in the office, who was - with no sitting member, who were
you responsible to?

TUCK:

The EO2 position.

GRAINGER:

OK. And who was that person responsible to?

TUCK:

Nobody. Well -

GRAINGER:

The Clerk at the Parliament?

TUCK:

Oh, yeah. Perhaps - yeah, the - Shirley. Is it Shirley?

GRAINGER:

She's the Speaker, but there's actual - a clerk is Helen Minnican.

TUCK:

Helen, Helen. Helen. Yes, that's right. Yep.
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GRAINGER:

Did you raise that with anyone - concerns?

TUCK:

Not, not formally. I did make mention of it once. We'd all lost our jobs,
and I mentioned that to HR, on just - on a random phone call. Yeah. No,
not that I did.

GRAINGER:

And was - what was HR's response?

TUCK:

They just brushed it. We were all leaving anyway. They didn't care what
I had to say.

GRAINGER:

OK. Just moving on. You mentioned before the Australian Pacific. I
think you said something afterwards. What's - what were you sort of
referring to there?

TUCK:

The Asia Pacific Friendship Group.

GRAINGER:

OK. So what's that?

TUCK:

I don't know a lot about it, other than my take on it is it's a, it's a bit of
goodwill organisation. We had to submit that in Daryl's Annual and SupSupplementary Return, that, that he was part of that. So it was common
knowledge, and it was obviously accepted by Parliament that he could
be. He was allowed to be involved in these sorts of things. It wasn't, to
my knowledge, any - anything that he wasn't allowed to. And my take on
it was, it was a bit of a goodwill act thing, because they'd go over there
and try and do good things for the - for the third world places that they
visited.

GRAINGER:

OK. So you're talking about the Asia Pacific Friendship Group. Is that
right?

TUCK:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

Have you heard there's another organisation called the Shenzhen Asia
Pacific Development Association?

TUCK:

Probably only just briefly when we had to do one of those last returns,
and say that he was attached to that.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

It was, it wa- there was another one, but sometimes all those long-winded
names I lose track of it a little bit.

GRAINGER:

So you're, you are making a differential be- differential between the
APFG and the Shenzhen Asia Pacific Development Group. There's two
different organisations.

TUCK:

Yeah. I'm -

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Yeah.
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GRAINGER:

And you said before, when you spoke about Maggie Wang, that she had
something to do with the APFG.

TUCK:

Yeah. She's - she's the member and - or part of it, and would book the
accommodation, and bits and pieces, yeah. And probably arrange the
itineraries and - yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. So I'm a bit confused here now. Daryl's a member of the APFG.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And Maggie's a member of the APFG, from your understanding. Who
else is involved?

TUCK:

I don't know how many, exactly. I think Patricia Broderick is. But - and
I'm sure there's probably half a dozen others, but I never came across
their names and -

GRAINGER:

So, so - and who's pa-Patricia Broderick?

TUCK:

I don't know her exact title, but she's just an - a middle-aged lady that's in
Sydney, from my knowledge. I don't -

GRAINGER:

OK. So was the APFG something to do with the Parliament?

TUCK:

No. I don’t think so.

GRAINGER:

So the - what kind of activities do you think they undertook?

TUCK:

They went over to a hospital that Sister Daly ran at the Solomon Islands.
Good Samaritan Hostel, or hospital, or something. And they would help
her with items to make the world a better place in that hospital, and -

GRAINGER:

So a charitable organisation. Is that what you -

TUCK:

That's - yeah, it's always been my understanding. They were - the - it
was a good Samaritan act of good-will-type arrangement

GRAINGER:

So, so the, the information you're telling us now, how did you come to
know this?

TUCK:

Probably 'cause I just asked one day, or something. Or also because I
think one of the last trips they took over - or one of the trips before, they
took over solar lighting. Or they, they did something, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Or I might’ve just come across it eventually in a file and thought, “oh,
let's just have a little read here, sort of thing”.

GRAINGER:

So if you had have been told it by someone, who was likely to have told
you about it?

TUCK:

Probably the girls in the office, 'cause Daryl certainly never did. No.
And I know Sarah originally had a folder. I don't know that it had too
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much in it, but when I arrived there she'd been given the - one of her
lovely little roles was to be part of this - well, not part of it, but to, I don't
know, do, do something with the Asia Pacific Group.
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GRAINGER:

Where did all the records from the Electorate Office go at the end?

TUCK:

In a bloody big bin to Kurrajong.

GRAINGER:

To Kurrajong. What's Kurrajong?

TUCK:

It's a shredding company.

GRAINGER:

OK. So why did that happen?

TUCK:

'Cause that's protocol apparently.

GRAINGER:

Who told you that?

TUCK:

Well, it's on any member leaving. It's what is in the regs. I've read them.
The only thing is, if it's - if you hold onto anything discretionary, if you
feel that you may or may not be going to refer to it in the next
12 months - however, once Liberal didn’t get in it was Independent in,
everything gets cleaned out. Same if Labor had have come on in,
everything would have got cleaned out. They get nothing. It's that cut
throat.

GRAINGER:

So all the files were shredded. Is that - might be correct, should we say?

TUCK:

Well, they were sent up to Kurrajong in umpteen bins.

GRAINGER:

Did Daryl take any?

TUCK:

He only got the stuff that was DM Personal, that we used to classify as
DM Personal. It just might have been if we paid a bill - yeah, he, he
didn't get files-files, he just got anything that was a DM Personal file.

GRAINGER:

So the Asia Pacific Friendship Group, what category did that fall into?

TUCK:

It went.

GRAINGER:

In shredding. OK.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Is -

TUCK:

There was not a file there in that office on the day we left.

FOX:

So just to clarify, your understanding of Maggie's role, which you said
you thought she was part of that Asia Pacific - you first said crowd, but,
but now think it's the Asia Pacific Friendship Group.
Your
understanding of her role, which you said was to help with bookings - is
certainly one thing that she did - who told you that?
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TUCK:

Well, I knew that she was making the accommodation bookings, because
I had to ask her on a couple of occasions to send me a copy of that
invoice just so Daryl could have it on file.

FOX:

OK.

TUCK:

So I knew that she had booked the February, March trip whenever they
went last, which was the only one that I knew of in the time that I was
there.

FOX:

And how did you contact her?

TUCK:

Email. I rang her a few times to remind her, because it took a while to
get it out of her, but, yeah, email.

FOX:

All right. So she, she paid - or does she just book, or does she book and
pay?

TUCK:

She definitely booked 'cause that, that wasn't anything I ever had to do.
Did she pay. Well, she - for us to have asked just to have an in- copy of
the invoice on the file for just reference, for whatever reason - she must
have paid for it somewhere along the line. I don't -

GRAINGER:

Now, the - I'll show you some documents later on, but with the APFG,
did you liaise with any other MPs in relation to it or just Daryl?

TUCK:

No. I don't believe any other MPs, no, no.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. Mark Coure.

TUCK:

No.

GRAINGER:

No.

TUCK:

No.

GRAINGER:

Linda Voltz.

TUCK:

No.

GRAINGER:

No.

TUCK:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK. What about Patricia Broderick. Did you ever speak to her about it?

TUCK:

Not specifically. I took the odd phone call from her and she would liaise
with Sarah on whatever that might have been.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So when did Sarah start, a couple of weeks after you did
(UNDECIPHERABLE)
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TUCK:

End of April, 2017.

GRAINGER:

OK. Now, within the office, you were the EO1. There's EO2s. And
there's a - each person has their own individual mailbox, or
email account. So you had a Meagan.Tuck@parliament.

TUCK:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

And was there a general Wagga Wagga Electorate Office one?

TUCK:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So whom had access to each other's emails?

TUCK:

I never really liked that idea. So I had access to Sarah's, I think,
and Alex's. Never really looked. Didn't have access to Brenda's. But
no-one had access to mine.

GRAINGER:

OK. So did you have - when I say you had access, did you have read
and write access? So you could send an email as them if you needed to?

TUCK:

I guess I could, but I don't know. Why would -

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

I wouldn't have wanted to.

GRAINGER:

So any email we see that's comes from your account is one that
you've sent, is that fair to say? OK. So you don't think anyone had
access to your email account?

TUCK:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

No. I didn't sort of - I, I've, I'd never been in offices where that was sort
of allowed or accepted, so I didn't really let that go through.

GRAINGER:

OK. Now, in relation to G8way - sorry, in relation to the APFG, I should
say, sorry, you said you dealt with Maggie in relation to that. Was there
anyone else - do you know a person in the name of Gordon Tse, T-S-E?

TUCK:

I, I know of Gordon. But not, not to do with the Asia Pacific.

GRAINGER:

Nothing to do with them?

TUCK:

No. No.

GRAINGER:

Do you remember dealing with anyone else in relation to the Asia Pacific
Friendship Group?

TUCK:

Nah, well, not that their attached to it, but recently a Wagga doctor went
with Daryl over there.

GRAINGER:

OK.
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Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So what was the doctor's name?

TUCK:

Ayman Shenouda.

GRAINGER:

And what was the purpose of his trip?

TUCK:

I think he was just going over to maybe try and help the hospital with
medical ideas or something. He only went to the Solomon Islands and
came on home. He didn't then stay on and do the other bits and bots that
Daryl did, yeah.

GRAINGER:

All right. So just if you can tell me - and we're talking about the most
recent trip I assume, are we?

TUCK:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

So that was the one that was either beginning of this year. Is that right?

TUCK:

Yeah. It was - it was February, March - yeah.

GRAINGER:

So what is your understanding of the purpose of the trip, and what Daryl
did whilst he was over there?

TUCK:

Well, I don't know the intricacies of what Daryl did while he was over
there. I think that he, he originally flew out with Ayman, and they went
to the Solomon Islands for a couple of days, visited a few hospitals.
They might have sat in on a conference, or something. Then Ayman
came home. And then Daryl went on to PNG for a couple of days. And
then he came home.

GRAINGER:

OK. So was there a, a, an itinerary done, or something -

TUCK:

I didn't do any of that.

GRAINGER:

OK. Who, who would do that?

TUCK:

I would think Maggie, but then I can't - I can't be definite who did the
itinerary. Somebody must have. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So when Daryl went over there, what, what - in what capacity was Daryl
going?

TUCK:

I don't - I don't specifically know the capacity. It would have just been
the capacity that he always went over there for however many years he
was attached to it for. I don't - I don't -

GRAINGER:

Sorry I said - so how many years he went over there -

TUCK:

I, I don't know how many years he went over there. It's - in total for -

GRAINGER:

So what did you - what was your belief of the capacity he was going
there for?
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TUCK:

A mediat-, mediator, a, a, a liaison, a, any of those sort of words. Yep.
I don't - I -

GRAINGER:

I'm just - I don't understand how the mem- member for Wagga Wagga
would have any facilitation or medication capacity in the Solomon
Islands or PNG.

TUCK:

Me either. That's why I'm a bit grey on some of this, 'cause sometimes it
was - don't ask me anything. I - like, it just - don't ask, just - yeah. I
don't - I - I often wondered why he would be involved in all these sorts of
things, but he - he just was.

GRAINGER:

Do you ever ask anyone?

TUCK:

Sometimes if you asked you got told to mind your own business, or you
just - yeah, and it just was, oh, he's always done it, or whatever, or, yeah.
After a while you just didn't ask.

GRAINGER:

Do you have con- some concerns?

TUCK:

Oh, I - well, because I was only the - one of the new kids on the block, I
just accepted it that that was just what he was allowed to do. You got
submitted on the - on the annual return, the supplementary return. He
wasn't told he couldn't be part of it, 'cause, you know, obviously it went
in front of lots of people's eyes, so you just accepted he - that he was
allowed to be on it, so he was on it. Yeah.

FOX:

And putting together what, what you've said about it, your role wasn't in
planning the trip, but you had some involve with the administration of the
cost of the trip?

TUCK:

I think I - well, I'm pretty sure I damn well booked his flights.

FOX:

Oh, you booked his flights.

TUCK:

Yeah.

FOX:

Right.

TUCK:

Yeah.

FOX:

And did he fly out with Maggie, do you recall?

TUCK:

I don't know the specifics, but I know he flew out with Ayman.

FOX:

Right. And so was Maggie on that trip?

TUCK:

I believe so.

FOX:

OK. Because she sent, you needed an invoice from her -

TUCK:

Mmm.

FOX:

- for -
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For the accommodation -

FOX:

For -

TUCK:

- that the guys had when they were over there.

FOX:

Right. OK. So that was - when you say the guys, you mean the doctor
and -

TUCK:

Yeah.

FOX:

- Daryl -

TUCK:

And then, yeah, Daryl went. He went on separately.

FOX:

And then Daryl was separately.

TUCK:

Yeah.

FOX:

All right.

TUCK:

'Cause there were two I had to get from her - yeah.

FOX:

Right. So two separate lots of accommodation. And so when you got the
invoice, what did you do with that?

TUCK:

Just put it in the Asia Pacific file.

FOX:

Right.

TUCK:

Didn't have to do anything with it. It was just to have on record.

FOX:

All right.

TUCK:

Yeah.

FOX:

So who told you to contact Maggie?

TUCK:

To get the invoices?

FOX:

Yeah.

TUCK:

Daryl.

FOX:

Daryl did?

TUCK:

Yep.

FOX:

OK. So it wasn't one of the staff here. It was Daryl.

TUCK:

Mmm.

FOX:

Daryl was directing you to contact Maggie -

TUCK:

Yeah.
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- get the invoices, and just file them?

TUCK:

Just have them on file as a reference point for - I don't - I don't know
what the reference point is – it’s just a little bit, yeah.

FOX:

And so is this how you - is this part, part of your basis for believing that
she was part of the Asia Pacific crowd, or the Asia Pacific Friendship
Group? So -

TUCK:

Mmm.

FOX:

Was there another instance like that, that led you to that belief?

TUCK:

Not, not in as far as booking trips, and so forth, no. No.

FOX:

But was there another event, or another something else that you got
involved in, it may not have been booking a trip, that involved making,
that led you to believe that she was involved with the Asia Pacific
Friendship Group?

TUCK:

It might have just been a comment from someone in the office, or, or
that, that she's part of - she's part of the Asia Pacific Group, or she - it
was just a - it was just a general comment. Did I see it on a Christmas
card list. Did I see it -

FOX:

And just going back to Gordon Tse then.

TUCK:

Yeah.

FOX:

You said that he wasn't part of the Asia Pacific Friendship Group as far
as you were aware.

TUCK:

Mmm.

FOX:

Did you ever have any dealings with him on behalf of Daryl for anything
else during your tenure?

TUCK:

No. No. But I, I'm, I'm aware of Gordon. I know he lives over in China.
He's - was a prominent businessman here, he and his family.

FOX:

Yeah.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

In what business were they involved?

TUCK:

Chinese restaurants.

GRAINGER:

A or you're saying plural?

TUCK:

Oh, a few of them. 'Cause there's a bit of a family that have one in one
spot, and one somewhere else. And then Gordon opened up one here.
And then, then they moved to China, or Taiwan, or somewhere, wherever
it was, for a number of years. And I think that's still where he is.
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GRAINGER:

Mmm.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And what's Gordon's relationship with Daryl?

TUCK:

Good friends. Prob- associates. I - yeah, just business associates, but
then on a plutonic level. I don't really - yeah, I don't - I would never say
business associates 'cause - fully, 'cause that's a bit too broad in - that's
too definite, whereas I, I, I don't know.

GRAINGER:

This - the knowledge you have about Gordon, and Gerry, and Tim
McMullen, I sort of get the impression that there's some social
circle here. Am I reading that wrong? You know these people
through someone or something?

TUCK:

Um -

GRAINGER:

Is it through your father?

TUCK:

Only through Gerry McCormack, not Tim McMullen.

GRAINGER:

OK. And Gordon? How - - -

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And Gordon through your father is it? OK.
your - what's your father's name? Is it Robert?

TUCK:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

OK. What's, what's the connection here? It - so there's Daryl, your
father, Robert, Gordon, Gerry. So what's, what's the connection between
all the people?

TUCK:

Many years ago, they went on trips to try and get exporting, and so forth,
happening into China.

GRAINGER:

Exporting of what?

TUCK:

Oh, depending on what their forte was. So either wine or -

GRAINGER:

Is that -

TUCK:

Yeah?

GRAINGER:

- whilst Daryl's a local Member or before that?

TUCK:

No, it must have been whilst he - and he's been a member for 20 odd
years, so it must have been whilst he was a Member.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Yeah.
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GRAINGER:

So just tell us what your understanding of that is. 'Cause I'm trying to put
the pieces together here, and I feel I'm missing bits here.

TUCK:

Likewise, 'cause often I either didn't care to know or it wasn't told. Well,
just periodically, many years ago, they often used to go to China to try
and, and, and get wine into China. Like, do, do a, a marketing export
run, type thing. It was nothing - it was nothing illegal. It was through
the Regional Development crowd I think.

GRAINGER:

So Gerry had the winery. Is that -

TUCK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And what was your father's role?

TUCK:

Dad used to be part of the Regional Development Board, and try and get
local businesses doing their exporting into other countries.

GRAINGER:

And Gordon's role?

TUCK:

It was probably because he had maybe contacts over there. I - yeah.

GRAINGER:

And Daryl's role.

TUCK:

No idea. I wasn't even in Wagga when, I think, when that was going on.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So they're old friends basically, who have not been involved in business
together, that have had an involvement in business dealings to promote
something. Is that a good way to put it, without putting words in your
mouth?

TUCK:

Mmm. Yep.

GRAINGER:

Just going back to the, the trip to the Solomons, and, and PNG, I've got
an email here from you to Daryl, which is dated the 29th of July, 2016.
It's Commission's reference D -

TUCK:

2016, or was it '18?

GRAINGER:

'16.

FOX:

So in your first period? No?

TUCK:

Not Ja-

GRAINGER:

Not -

TUCK:

Not January of 2016.
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GRAINGER:

July.

FOX:

July.

TUCK:

Oh. July.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

TUCK:

July of 2016.

GRAINGER:

'16, yes.

TUCK:

Yeah. Right.

GRAINGER:

It's Commission reference D-1-0-5-2-0-4-2-4. OK. That's, that's our
return number so we can identify. I'll just show this to you. It's ti- it's
titled Pacific Islands Info, and has two attachments. A thing called
PIPSO, and the Statesman Yearbook. Just have a look at that if you
could. The Statesman's Yearbook seems to be an almanac-type thing that
contains information about different countries around the world, like
GDP, and population, and religious break-up, and - now, do you recall
anything about that at all?

TUCK:

No. Sometimes I just given jobs when I've did it quickly and just moved
on. PIPSO, god. Statesman Yearbook. The Pacific Islands Private
Sector Organisation.

GRAINGER:

So when did you say you finished your first tenure with Daryl?

TUCK:

Started at State Plus, August, maybe. August of 2016. Early August.

GRAINGER:

That's when you finished.

TUCK:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

OK. And you started again when, ten, 2017 in -

TUCK:

July, end of July.

GRAINGER:

You see that in this document I just handed to you, there are references to
PIPSO. And but the Statesman Yearbook dea- deals with a number of
countries, including Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Vanuatu, Kiribati, Fiji.
Any idea why - do you recall why Daryl wanted that information?

TUCK:

No.

GRAINGER:

So if you would have been tasked to provide that to him, who would have
tasked you?

TUCK:

He would’ve - well, if that was the case, he would have probably directly
asked me. Or if he'd asked the girl, other girls at the time, and they
couldn't get to it, they might have given that as a delegation. I honestly
don't remember this.

GRAINGER:

It says, “Hi, attachment as requested”.
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TUCK:

OK.

GRAINGER:

So -

TUCK:

Well, then he's directed me. But I would often say that even - because he
might have requested it from somebody else, and then they've said, "Oh,
if you've got nothing to do, can you look into this".

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

This Statesman Yearbook, is that actual a, a book that Daryl had, do you
remember? This - 'cause the pages are clearly photocopied so I'm -

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- a 2016 publication.

TUCK:

I don't even know where I would have gone to - I, I don't even know why
I can't remember this. I don't even know where I would have gone to
have got that.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Mmm. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Now, the - were you involved in organising a dinner with the Premier
with, with Mr Maguire, 2017?

TUCK:

The - I had a very remote role.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

So the people who were invited, in your recollection, how were they
chosen?

TUCK:

Party members - we had to be careful that we couldn't have property
developery-type people there. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So some of the people on this list - and it's Commission reference
D-1-0-5-2-0-4-3-7 - I'll just give that to you. And it's an email from
Brenda Tritton to you, dated the 16th of August, 2017. It has an
attachment to it. Can you identify who are - who the people are on the
list, whether, like, what's the relationship to Daryl for me please?

TUCK:

Individually?

GRAINGER:

If you can, yeah.

TUCK:

Steven and Kylie Shaw had been friends with Daryl for many years. And
they looked after all the media photographs and different invitations, and
that, that he would go to if he wanted snaps for then the, the newsletter
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that they would do. Phil Elliott and Karen Barber, well, as I said before,
I, my understanding was that Phil, over the years, was Daryl's - what was
the word I used beforehand. His -

5

GRAINGER:

Campaign Manager.

TUCK

Campaign Manager. Yeah, yeah. Nick and Jenny Stevenson, they're
good friends of Daryl's, live next door. Joe and Gerard Carroll, he's a
prominent heart specialist here in Wagga. Don't know the relationship
other than that. Harrison, he's another doctor of course. He does a lot of
surgery - plastic surgery, and stuff. Peter Fitzpatrick, he's tied in The
Forrest Centre. Phil Wallace, he owns Avis Car Rentals. I don't know
what the connection is. Stewart and Penny Lamont, well, he's tied up
with the race track here. Kenneth Epp. It says Visy, but I don't know of
that name. I don't - he's not a Wagga person. Peter Rouse. Peter's tied
up with the Uni, Charles Sturt. Jimmy Liu. Oh, well, it says UWE there,
but don't know him. Dean Salvestro. Not sure. He might be related
somehow to Garry and Antonella but - no, don't know this Dean. And
Gary's a Engineer Planner in town here. DD Saxena. He's the Indian
gentleman that's got Riverina Oils out here at the moment. William
Luong. No. Richard Allsop. Yeah. He's got Rundles Auctions. Shaun
and Sue Duffy. They're Liberal Party members. He's got an electrical
business. Neils Mangelsdorf. No, he's not a Wagga person, from
memory. John Rorrison. Retired businessman in town. Tony Noun.
Yeah. He's tied up with the Cancer Care Centre. Anthony Deal.
Ex-lawyer. Now out at Bomen Battery Plant crowd, I think. Andrew
Vann's CSU. He's high up there. Sam Mouneman, Southern Steel, no.
Graeme Haley, Riverina Water. Yeah. He's since retired. He was the
boss out there. Laurie Ratz. No. Kevin Lee. No. Peter Hurst. He
builds homes around Wagga. Jill Toohey. She's tied up with Knight
Frank, and they do Lend leasing, and so forth. Colin Joss. He's from
Albury in business. Brian Kahlefeldt. He's quite an elderly gentleman.
He used to be a prominent accountant, or something, in Wagga. Darryl
Kelly. No longer in Wagga. Was a prominent businessman around here
too. Geoff Crouch. He's part of Ron Crouch Transport. Lives in Sydney
now. Tony Aichinger. My old boss from McDonald's. Charlie
Hollingsworth. Yeah, he's one of the gentleman out at Teys, which is ex
Cargill Meat mob. Warwick Lodge. He's the CEO, or something, or the
CFO of Rex Airlines here. Joe Calabro, Busabout. Kevin Salmon.
Kevin used to have his own business, and now I think he's at Riverina
Co-op. Peter Fraser. He's CSU, I think. That other guy I thought was
CSU too. I don't know. Dolly Fu. No idea. I think she's in Sydney
somewhere. Steven Kelly. No. Judy Galloway. Yeah. Committee for,
for Wagga. Angus McLaren. No. Charlie and Gillian Ballantyne.
They're Wagga people, but out on a property, I think. Bob Burton,
Burton's Wines. No. don't know of him. Gerry McCormick. Yes.
Cottontails. James Boland-Rudder. No. It says NRL there, but nothing
to do with him. Samantha Brunskill. She's Brunskill out at Forest Hill.
Graham Burmeister. He's a retired solicitor. Tony Catania. No, I don't
know him. Julianne Carroll. Yes, she's a solicitor down at Commins
Hendriks. Peter Crowe, Softwood's. He's from Albury. David and
Deborah Sheldon. They've got a el- cottage up in Tumbarumba
somewhere. Lorraine Richter, South Wagga Bakery. They've since sold
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that business. EJ Ang. The name's familiar, but I don't really know what
he does. Leslie Foster, University of New South Wales, yeah.
Grain Link, Tim and Naome McMullin. Yeah. Borambola Wines. Jean
Haste. Liberal General Branch Member. Big Springs. I don't know
what that is. Milton Schirmer. He's a NAB bankie. Trevor St. Baker,
EM Power. No. John Wilcox. No. Stuart Lamont. I think that's
the same guy, MTC.
Craig Shapiro Fonterra and Rob Collier.
Might be Riverina Fresh. And Bruce Dicker, BD Banks. He's in
Wagga.
So the majority of people are local pop, Wagga business people, and
there's some people you don't know who they are.
No, yep, yep. And I think from memory, that was just an old list
that Brenda dragged through from something previous to - but then do
that invite, but then that didn't end up happening in September. It
happened in October. Yeah.
Just quickly going back to the APFG.
Friendship Group.

It stands for Asia Pacific

Yeah.
Now, when - you said Daryl was to go to – pardon me - we
discussed some Pacific islands. Did he go to Asia as well?
Within that group?
Mmm.
Not that I was aware of.
OK. So did he - other than that group, did he go to Asia?
He has done in the past.
Uh-huh. And where particularly does he go?
China.
Mmm.
That's very broad, but, yeah, China.
OK. That's one country in Asia. Any others?
Um No. Not that you know of? OK.
No.
When Daryl went to the Solomon Islands and Papua New Guinea,
you said Dr Sherouda went with him to the Solomon Islands in relation
to the hospital.
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TUCK:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

But I may have asked you this before. What did he go to Papua New
Guinea for?

TUCK:

I honestly don't really know. It was just – I know it seems odd sometimes if you just didn't ask you didn't get told. And if you probably
did ask you'd probably get told to mind your own business. I know - I
don't - I don't specifically know. I think he went there for meetings, or a
conference, or - I - I don't really specifically know.

GRAINGER:

So these things that were these things spoken about in the office, like -

TUCK:

Not really.

GRAINGER:

Is it because no-one knew or because no-one wanted to talk about it?

TUCK:

Probably a funny combination of both. I'm thinking that because these
things have gone on for probably - off and on for a lot of years, it was
just an accepted thing. It was just like a done deal. And so because I was
only fairly new, you just went with the flow on some of these things.
You just did what you were told to.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

Sure. Did - and this sounds like a silly question, but did Daryl have
business cards?

TUCK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. And were they in multi languages?

TUCK:

There was a second set that I - that had things unusually written on the
back.

GRAINGER:

And what were the unusually written things?

TUCK:

No, no, no, it could’ve been Chinese.

GRAINGER:

Oh, so it was - it was a different, different, different language was it?

TUCK:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. So a second set was the term you used. So what do you mean by a
second set, as in -

TUCK:

Well, at some stage, and I don't know when that happened, 'cause it was
long before my time, a second set were printed with a different whatever
on it. They weren't what we handed out on the front counter, but there
must have been a small set that were, at some stage, I can only assume,
ordered with some other interpretation on there.

GRAINGER:

And where were they kept?
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TUCK:

I never saw them in any bulk anywhere. I might have just come across
the odd one that just had this on the back of it. But there wasn't certainly
a bulk amount that were kept in our office that had the Chinese business
on it.

GRAINGER:

OK. So you think it was Chinese do you or -

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Or you - you were guessing that from -

TUCK:

Well, it didn't - it didn't, didn't look like Arabic stuff, or anything like
that. I'm assuming it was -

GRAINGER:

It was Asian language of some sort is it?

TUCK:

Yes. Yep.

GRAINGER:

So, OK.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Did you ever ask why Daryl has a set of business cards in an Asian
language?

TUCK:

No. Because it just, it came with probably the, the history of knowing
that he had these dealings, and, and therefore if he was meeting
somebody that didn't quite understand English to some degree, or wanted
a reference point after they had met then they had it. I mean that was just
an educated guess. And I'm assuming that they might have been kept in
Sydney, I don't know. I don't really -

GRAINGER:

OK. And what happened to the stuff in Daryl's office in Sydney, in the
Parliament office, the files, and the things like that?

TUCK:

Sarah got the job to go up there and do what was needed to clean out
and -

GRAINGER:

So do you know what Sarah did with them?

TUCK:

She boxed them up.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

TUCK:

And then they were left there. And then they were collected by Daryl, to
my knowledge.

GRAINGER:

They were left in the Electorate office here?

TUCK:

No, no. They were left in Sydney.

GRAINGER:

The Parliament in Sydney.

TUCK:

Uh-huh.
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GRAINGER:

OK. And you think Daryl collected them. Yeah. OK. So do you know
if any of these items were destroyed, as they were from the Electorate
Office from here?

TUCK:

I don't know what she really got up to those couple of days.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Yeah. It was just a bit of a broad - that's what she's been sent up there to
do and, yeah.

GRAINGER:

And what's, what's her background?

TUCK:

Comes from Kalgoorlie. Is in media. Like, was originally a television
reporter.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

TUCK:

Came over with a job here. Something went there, and she got the sack
from there, and then she came on board as Daryl's media person, when
they were all allowed to have a third person in the office.

GRAINGER:

OK. It seems strange to me that then the Member for Wagga would need
a media person.

TUCK:

Well, for - and it is quite odd, 'cause for many years it was always just
the two of them. But it, it must have been talked about in Parliament to
allow - for security reasons and probably because social media, and
Facebook, and all that sort of stuff was starting to become a more
prominent way to promote people, my understanding was that the reason
why that third role came on board was because Parliament had agreed to
Electoral Offices having a third person that could be a media person, to
promote the member, and do all that sort of stuff that our roles, we
weren't conversant with -

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

- and it wasn't our thing, and to, to give us, you know, so we wouldn't get
slowed down in that sort of environment.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Fair enough. I asked you before about a company called G8way
International. You don't know anything about that company?

TUCK:

No. Honestly don't. Never heard of it. No.

GRAINGER:

And we've briefly discussed the SAPCDA.
understanding of that organisation?

TUCK:

What was that again?

GRAINGER:

S - The Shenzhen Asia Pacific Development Association.
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TUCK:

Yeah. Minimal, nothing. I, yeah, don't really -

GRAINGER:

So do you recall how you became aware of it?

TUCK:

Only because we had to put it on that Parliamentary return -

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

- members return.

GRAINGER:

All right. OK. And when - the returns, were there thing - were they
things you prepared for Daryl or -

TUCK:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

So the information contained in those returns, where did you source the
information from?

TUCK:

Well, from Daryl. But, you know, like, some of the ones, I could just
pick up the thread from the one done 6 months previous, because nothing
would have changed. So if Daryl went through his marital business, then
different things no longer existed and needed to be submitted on that
particular return. So it was different sections were N.A. But, yeah,
he would go through it and - look, in all honesty, he was always
quite diligent with being honest about what he was involved in. And no
- but don't forget, you know, we got to do, dah-dah-dah-dah,
and do dah-dah-dah. Yep, yep, yep. So -

GRAINGER:

So, so I'm clear, there's two types of returns, there's return under as
requirement of being a Parliamentary Secretary, which was the
Department of Premier Cabinet. And then was the return to the
Parliament, which were the ordinarys returns and the discretionary
returns had to, to be done on these basis. Which ones were you preinvolved with?

TUCK:

I think I had a go at one of each of them.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Or - 'cause I'd been there, whatever, I might have had a go at one, and
then a go at two of them.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TUCK:

Because that six monthly thing. But -

GRAINGER:

So the ones that you were involved in, is it the case, and correct me if I'm
wrong here, that you looked at the previous returns. Did you seek any
advice from Daryl as to whether anything had changed?

TUCK:

Mmm, yes.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Yeah.
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GRAINGER:

And you did that as verbally, did you?

TUCK:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. Then you prepared the return based on that advice. Is that correct?

TUCK:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

And then would Daryl sign the return?

TUCK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. Would they - he personally signed it, or was it an electronic
signature?

TUCK:

Oh, no. No, you're not allowed to electronically sign them.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

It has to be personally signed.

GRAINGER:

OK. And then what would do with them?

TUCK:

Well, they wanted sort of, you know, it was a overload, but they wanted
it hard sent. And then one time that went missing, and then it - I had
to - and we learnt a lesson from that one. So we would hard send it and
email it. Um, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Yeah. 'Cause one went missing, and we thought it had long been sent,
and delivered, and received, and then one went missing, and we had to
run around and re-get one done.

GRAINGER:

Was there any - ever any confusion in the office between the
requirements of the two returns?

TUCK:

Confusion as in -

GRAINGER:

What you needed to tell DPC as opposed to what you needed to tell
Parliament.

TUCK:

I thought it was all the same.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TUCK:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

We're just goin' to go through the documents with you in a second, but
just in broad sense, did you, from time to time, make meeting
arrangements for Daryl?

TUCK:

Just the odd one perhaps, but that didn't really -

GRAINGER:

Like, put this in the diary, and that type of stuff. Is that something you'd
be asked to do?
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TUCK:

Just randomly. I really - you wasn't allowed to touch it that much. It
was -

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Were - were you ever asked to check the Register of a Lobbyists before
you made any meeting arrangements for Daryl?

TUCK:

Check the - what was that again?

GRAINGER:

The, the Register of Lobbyists.

TUCK:

Lobbyists.

GRAINGER:

Mmm. It's a register held by the Department of Premier and Cabinet
about authorised lobbyists.
People who are allowed to
promote - approach people, both ministerial and government member
for to lobby about various projects.

TUCK:

No.

GRAINGER:

So I, I'm gathering from your reaction, you didn't even know it existed.
Is that the case?

TUCK:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

No.

GRAINGER:

All right.

TUCK:

Don't prove me wrong, but no, I don't think so.

GRAINGER:

I'm not going to prove you wrong.

TUCK:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK. I'm just going to show you a document. We've spoken about Jimmy
Liu who - and UWE at some - from time to time during the interview. I'll
just show you this document.
It's a email, Commission
reference, D-1-0-4-8-0-8-3-6, and it's an email containing a letter, on
the 29th of August, 2017. Do you want to have a look at that, and see
if you recall those.

TUCK:

Yeah. I sort of do. It was, it was an urgent, yeah ‘cause it’s got urgent
all over it - but I do - see, with my role, I was just the sender-outer.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Didn't matter whether or not I even had anything to do with it. I would
never do up letters. The role of the EO2 was, I had an in tray of all
Daryl's correspondence, whether it had to get out that way with a stamp
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on it, or that way on, off the computer. And my thing was to pretty much
scan, change the name of it, yep, change the name of it, and then just
send it off, care of - with all this business. Often didn't really know the
ducks guts of what the content was. I do recall this, only because it
was - not - normally our letters out were generally fairly simple, you
know, fairly short, that this was one that had to be gone by whatever
time. 17.06. OK. So this was after hours. Yeah. And it was, get it out,
get it out. It's urgent.
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GRAINGER:

So who - do you remember - do you recall who asked you to get it out
urgently?

TUCK:

Well, I'm pretty sure that Daryl would have signed that. On the 29th, he
signed it, handed it back to Brenda. She's gone in to get all the stuff out
of the tray, and it was - then it's got to go. So that's why I would have
still been there at whatever time.

GRAINGER:

OK. From the actual letter itself, can you tell me who typed it? Is there
initials on it?

TUCK:

Yeah. Brenda.

GRAINGER:

Brenda did it, did she? OK.

TUCK:

Yeah. But anything you see with BT on the bottom -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TUCK:

-that's Brenda.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Yeah. Yeah. So it was just my job to get things out. Yep.

FOX:

Did Daryl dictate the content of letters to, to Brenda or Margaret?

TUCK:

Dictate, dictate them?

FOX:

Yes. How did - how did they -

TUCK:

As in that sort of thing?

FOX:

Yes.

TUCK:

No. No. I think because some of the girls have worked there for so long,
they knew the standard procedure of what to say. They knew - he
would - he would proof read it, and if he didn't like how that was worded,
he might say, no, I, I don't - that's not the angle I want to say. But the
girls did the letters up because they just always knew a standard
or sort of lingo.

FOX:

But he, he, he can - I need a letter from this person - from me to
this person, and the effect of it is I want to bring something to their
attention, for example. That would be sort of enough for them. They'd -
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TUCK:

Yes.

FOX:

Yeah.

TUCK:

Absolutely. Yeah. That's pretty standard. They've been doing it for
20 odd years. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. So this is an email, Commission reference, D-1-0-5-2-0-4-9-0. And
it's an email from you to Tania Cotterill. And it's dated the 25th of
January, 2018. What I'm - what I'm interested in is the - probably
worthwhile if you read the whole email, and we can - we can go through
it.

TUCK:

Yeah. We had a lot of confusion with bits and pieces.

GRAINGER:

So it appears from this, you were somehow tasked with obtaining a visa
for Mr Maguire.

TUCK:

Well, we weren't sure. There was a lot of confusion. And I'd made lots
of phone calls to different embassies. And everything you read was
conflicting. He'd been there before. And he kept saying, No, no, no. I
don't need to get this. And because Ayman was going with Daryl, and
Tania didn't want to sort of have him pulled up that he couldn't go, there
was a bit between us about, you know, whether or not she would need to
get one for doctor.

GRAINGER:

And this is the Solomon Islands we're talking about, yeah.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So on the - on the - on the document, the first part of the document, you
say, Hi, that being the case, DM is convinced they will do visa on entry
procedure. There's a fee on entry. I'm sure they will both have to pay.
Not sure of the dollars, but it's not heaps. I'm still going through the
PNG process. He - you're referring to the doctor - will have to pretend he
is there for a visitor holiday purposes unless he takes a letter
providing - proving why he is there for business purposes. That will be
up to him what status he will use. So what did you mean by that?

TUCK:

Well, see, with this visa on entry, you've got to, from my understanding,
'cause of all the research, I was getting confused and conflicted with,
you - if you don't go and get your visa beforehand, you can just front up
to Immigration, or something, and say that you're here for a holiday,
right. And if that being the case, and they, they think that you're - like, if
they think you're not telling the truth, they'll let you through. Whereas, if
you're then goin' to be there for business, you've got to have, like, a, a
business letter of introduction. So I'm saying to her, well, you know, if
he's going over there for business, but I don't really know what he's going
over there for, he's goin' to have to create his own letter, 'cause he is the
businessman, or he is - he is his own business entity, otherwise he just
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pretends that he's there - or pretend's probably not the nicest word, but,
you know, he, he then says that he's there on holiday, but if he - yeah,
so GRAINGER:

So, so Shenouda was going there for what purpose?

TUCK:

Well, he was - he was going there to either - I don't know - I'm only
assuming - he was going there to see what status this hospital was in to
see whether or not he could help them, or whether or not he could
introduce something to them to that effect, that they could benefit from,
or he could introduce to them to make -

GRAINGER:

So was someone business proposed?

TUCK:

Well, yes. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

What, what was the business proposal?

TUCK:

I don't know the specifics.

GRAINGER:

OK. What's it - tell me the genialities that you know.

15

TUCK:

Well, yeah, just, just - I - it, it would have either been to see what he
could introduce there to make the - make their world easier, or potentially
he, he might be able to get doctors over there to help them. I, I don't
really know the, the specifics, but it would have been medically related
because he's a doctor.

20

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

But was there some benefit to him if he was to do that?

TUCK:

Oh, well, one could probably think so.

GRAINGER:

OK. Is that why you say it's up to him what status he will use. So at the
time, you were aware there was some business aspect to this trip.

TUCK:

Well, hence why Daryl was taking him over there, to get him to help this,
this Good Samaritan Hospital out.

GRAINGER:

But there's a difference between charity work and then helping them out
to make some business arrangement though isn't there?

30

TUCK:

Well, I - that's - I - I'm only assuming it was going to be a business
arrangement. It could have been. Because Ayman is quite - Ayman is
quite - he's quite a good Samaritan himself, that he, he may well have
been going over there to just do something off the own - of his own good
free will.

35

GRAINGER:

But he could do that with a tourist visa.

TUCK:

He could. But he probably would have more - would have liked to have
done that with Daryl's introduction.
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GRAINGER:

OK. So Daryl's role was to introduce Ayman to the hospital was it?
That's your understanding?

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Is that why it said, “DM will prob do visitor status - easier”.

TUCK:

Because he's been there before. See, he, he just said, No, I'm
not - don't - when we didn't end up doing a visa at all, and I don't
even know that she did in the end, 'cause he just said, No. "We'll just
do visa on entry. I've been there before. I don't need, rah-rah-rah.
I'll just do visa on entry".

GRAINGER:

But you said the visa on entry was for a tourism-type situation.

TUCK:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

OK. But from what I understand, and what you've said, this possibly
may not have been a tourist-type situation.

TUCK:

No. And see, that's why I was getting all confused or, you know, looking
into the specifics on websites, and ringing Consulates, and stuff, to try
and get my head around whether or not this was goin' to be needed, to try
and do the right thing and, yeah.

GRAINGER:

So what ended up happening in the end? Did Daryl just say to you -

TUCK:

“Don't worry about it. Don't worry about it. We'll just get visa on
entry”. I went, “OK, then. All right”.

GRAINGER:

OK. So from your understanding on what was to occur, your
understanding of the purpose of the trip, that was perhaps not a truthful
statement to the Solomon Islands, the Government officials who manned
the border.

TUCK:

Hmm. Yeah. If you want to look at that way. But see, I, I wasn't always
specifically told the ducks guts of everything.

GRAINGER:

I understand that.

TUCK:

So -

GRAINGER:

And -

TUCK:

- one can just -

GRAINGER:

And, and -

TUCK:

- assume what this is all about.

GRAINGER:

That’s fine and I'm not saying that you know everything, but -

10

15

20

25

30

35

Volume 27

1778

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

5

TUCK:

No.

GRAINGER:

- I'm trying to piece together what you did know in the scheme of things.

TUCK:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

OK. So in this case, for the trip to the Solomon Islands, and, and later
the PNG, from this email, from what you've said, is it the case that, from
what you've told us, this was done under your understanding of the
auspices of the APFG, but there was some business associated with it.

TUCK:

You could make that assumption but, as I said, Ayman's a, a bit of a good
Samaritan too. He may well have been, been going over there to do
anything as a - because he's, he's quite kind-hearted with lots of different
things, so I don't know.

GRAINGER:

And I'm only going from the wording of this email.

TUCK:

Yeah. I know. I know.

GRAINGER:

OK. So the -

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- the way that a person would read this is that - and this is my reading - it
might not be you - I, I read that, it says to me they're going out for
business, but they're goin' to say they're tourists. Would that be a fair
assumption? You want to read it again yourself?

TUCK:

No, no.

GRAINGER:

No.

TUCK:

No.

GRAINGER:

Was that -

TUCK:

No.

GRAINGER:

- correct?

TUCK:

But there was no - there's, there's never been any sort of, you know, well,
let's just get the new number under a big black sheet. It was never
anything like that. Like, Tania and I had a lot of backwards and forwards
between even trying to arrange the air flights, and everything, and, yeah.
And there was just this confusion, because when you read on their
websites, you know, which category are they goin' to fall into, and, and
I'm saying, but, you know, you - I think you need a visa. No, no. We're
not goin' to, we're not goin' to (UNDECIPHERABLE). All right.

FOX:

Who paid for that trip?

TUCK:

Daryl paid for his own flights. Ayman paid for his own flights. Tania
did that booking, and I did Daryl's booking, and it just went on his credit
card. Yeah.
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GRAINGER:

Did Daryl actively promote Gerry McCormick's business?

TUCK:

Ooh, I don't know about that. I don't know, actively.

GRAINGER:

Or promoted overseas?

TUCK:

Ooh, don't know.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

No.

GRAINGER:

I'll just show you this email, D-1-0-5-2-0-4-9-1, which is a email chain
between the China Australia Business Cooperative 2018. It was sent
to - sorry, that's, that was the subject. It was from Cottontail Wines to
Daryl, and Daryl has forwarded the email to you. So just have a read of
that, can you please.

TUCK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall that at all?

TUCK:

Vaguely. It was also sent to Alex. And, and often we would all get
copied into something, but then he'd turn around and ask only one person
that he sent things to, to do something for him. And I think, "Oh,
well, why are you asking me, why are you sending me any texts, like,
getting me
involved
in
that
when
you
just
asked
somebody else". (UNDECIPHERABLE). Don't know that he went to
China. Or did he. I can't remember. Sometimes he'd say, yeah, we he was goin' to go and do things. The next minute he'd change his
mind, say, "No, I'm not goin' there now, no".

GRAINGER:

Can you recall why he sent it to you?

TUCK:

No, not specifically. 'Cause as I said, sometimes he would copy two or
three of us into an email, and he'd be working on it. Next minute,
somebody else would, like, oh, I've just started on that. And I'm, like, oh,
well, I don't need to worry then. So, no, I don't know why he would
have. Maybe if only - if he was going to go ahead with the trip, I might
have then been asked to book the flights, 'cause I had - oh, I hadn't done
the Papua New Guinea ones by then. But see, Alex would have also, too, because she only used to work two days a week, so whatever he
might not have got across the board - see, that's a Thursday. Alex doesn't
work on a Thursday.

GRAINGER:

Don't know. Don't recall? OK. Now, we've established that Maggie
booked the accommodation for the trip to the Solomon Islands. And why
was that? You said you booked the airfares.

TUCK:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

So why would Maggie book the accommodation?
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TUCK:

I don't know. She might have always done that. I, I don't know. Maybe
'cause she knew the lie of the land there, and they went to a regular place.
I, I don't know.

GRAINGER:

But do you believe this is not the first time they had been to the Solomon
Islands do you or -

TUCK:

Yeah. They would have been a few times, I guess.

GRAINGER:

Is that -

TUCK:

I don't know how many times, but -

GRAINGER:

Is that something you know or you're surmising that?

TUCK:

Well, I - my understanding was Daryl had been part of the AFPG for
some time, so I would have thought that he would have had numerous
trips there.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

He had an association with Sister Daly. Yeah. And they had done things
at different times, and got her things for the hospital over there.

GRAINGER:

So did you obtain the visa for Daryl to go to PNG?

TUCK:

Did I in the end? Yes, 'cause I - yes, 'cause I had to send his passport off.

GRAINGER:

And I mean, this may assist you.
D-1-0-5-2-0-5-1-4 -

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- dated 5th of February, 2018.

TUCK:

Mm. That's right. Yep. 'Cause I had to send his passport off, and that
then came back, and then he could go.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall what category of visa you applied for, for him?

TUCK:

No.

GRAINGER:

No.

TUCK:

I can't remember.

GRAINGER:

Did you - I mean, there's different categories of visas for - to go into
PNG, business, tourist. Do you recall asking?

TUCK:

Asking him?

GRAINGER:

Yeah.
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TUCK:

No.

GRAINGER:

Is that no, you don't recall, or no, you didn't ask?

TUCK:

I don't recall asking him, but I don't know whether I did ask.

GRAINGER:

Because I would have to assume that you need to know what class of visa
to apply for.

TUCK:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

Unless you have knowledge of what the purpose of the trip was.

TUCK:

He was - he was going on co - he was going to go to a couple of
conferences, or something, that comes to mind, so I would have assumed
business.

FOX:

Just part of this function was it a Member of Parliament?

TUCK:

Is it?

FOX:

No, was it - was he -

TUCK:

Was it.

FOX:

Was he going on - "I'm going 'cause I'm Daryl Maguire MP and
I'm representing the State of New South Wales".

TUCK:

No. I don't - no, I don't think he was going as a - as a MP.

FOX:

All right. So he was going as a private citizen? As Daryl Maguire?

TUCK:

Well, he was going part of - well, I'm - I assumed he was going as part of
the AFPG.

FOX:

And did you understand that the APFG was - did you know that it was
part of - it was a Parliamentary Friendship Group? Did you know that?
Oh, it's, it's part of - it's, it's, it's ordained by Parliament for
Parliamentarians.

TUCK:

Mm. Well, if he was allowed - if he was allowed to be on it, it must
have been given the tick of approval by the Premier or the, the Clerk, or
something.

FOX:

So therefore, if you went on, on any overseas trip to the Pacific Islands,
in this case, as part of that, did you understand that to be a natural
extension of his Parliamentary duties?

TUCK:

Well, yes.

FOX:

OK.

TUCK:

Yeah. I, I guess. Yep.

FOX:

Yeah. So he was going as Daryl Maguire MP, slash, Chairman of the
Australia Pacific Friendship Group.
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TUCK:

Mmm. Yeah. I, I well, I never thought too long about the whole, you
know, thing about it. But, you know, when you start to cut it up, and
look at it, well, yes. If it was something that he was allowed to be on,
well, then I guess he has gone as Daryl Maguire MP, Chairman of, yeah.
Yeah. I don't - I don't know what conference topics they were. I - you
know, as I said, I, I didn't ask, because you just sort of - it seemed to be
sometimes a big thing in the office, you just don’t tell Meagan lots of
things.

FOX:

Did he tell you about, that he was there for, for a conference?

TUCK:

Well, I - 'cause I - when I said to him, And what and what about Ayman.
Will he stay with you the whole - No, no. He doesn't need to go. I'm just
goin' to go on to PNG for, you know, a, a couple of conferences, or
something, or business, something. No, no, Ayman can come home after
he he's done what he needs to in the Solomon Islands. He doesn't need
to be following me there. OK.

GRAINGER:

He said that to you, did he?

TUCK:

Yeah.

FOX:

And where was that?

TUCK:

I mean, there's some things I - there's some conversations I remember
quite strongly because of the way that they were - they were, sort of,
mmm, at me. So you sort of remember -

GRAINGER:

So -

TUCK:

- those things.

GRAINGER:

- was that said with a bit of tone was it?

TUCK:

No. No. That just - that was often the way Daryl spoke. It wasn't that I
was being a naughty girl for - or I wasn't - that I was being - it
was just - that that's often the way Daryl spoke.
It was
quite - yeah, abrupt -

FOX:

OK.

TUCK:

- and to the point. Yeah. There was never a lot of fluff, put it that way.

GRAINGER:

So your recollection is, from what you've said, been told by Daryl, that
Ayman didn't need to go to PNG with him. I think you said wor- you
used the words, Follow him around, or something like that -

TUCK:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

- did you?

TUCK:

Yeah, no, he doesn't need to be following me around, didn't need to come
to - there with me. It's - he, he can go home after a couple of days.

GRAINGER:

OK.
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TUCK:

Yeah. And he did.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall being asked by someone to find out the contact details for
the Solomon Island Parliament?

TUCK:

Does that sort of ring a bell? And I think Sarah had that info for me, or
something. Or she Googled it, or something rings a little bit of a bell
with that. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And I'll show you something in a second. But, you know, but what, what
do you recall took place?

TUCK:

With, with that particular -

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

TUCK:

- scenario?

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

TUCK:

Did Daryl ring or email, and ask for that. And I went, Oh, yeah, OK.
And then I've probably got off the phone and gone, Oh, Christ, how am I
goin' to find this information. And with that, I'm pretty sure I didn't have
to go looking too far into too much because Miss Sarah had the
information from something. She said, "Oh, I'll send you the link" or "I'll
send you something". That, that was an easy fix. I don't think I had
to burrow round too far and get involved in it.

GRAINGER:

I'll just show you this document. It's D-1-0-5-2-0-5-2-3.

TUCK:

Oh, OK. All right. No, I don't remember that thing. But I, I mean, it's
obviously happened, but I, yeah, OK.

GRAINGER:

So does that refresh your memory about how you were asked to get the
information?

TUCK:

Senior Council Officer – Office of the Clerk. But how did I know to go
to - some of these things don't always stick in my head. I don't know.
Did I call - did I - did I make a phone call up to - up north, up to
Parliament House when someone's given me that info. I don't - I -

GRAINGER:

I don't know. That's what I'm asking you.

TUCK:

Yeah. I don't know. I don't remember. I mean, sometimes you just get
in, you just do the task, and you move on. You don't remember
everything that -

GRAINGER:

So you said before that, yeah, Daryl may have called or emailed.

TUCK:

Yeah.

20

25

30

35

Volume 27

1784

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

GRAINGER:

And then some- something's taken place after that. So do you remember
if it was a call or an email, and what Daryl asked for?

TUCK:

Well, if, if he was - if he was over there and asked for it, he's obviously
emailed. I doubt that he would have called. And, yeah, OK, then, I've
probably gone up to Parliament and asked someone, put it that way.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Now, do you - do you recall why Daryl wanted that information?

TUCK:

No. It's one of those mushroom ones. I don't - I don't specifically know,
no.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FOX:

So his comment - if Daryl was oversees, and if, if you can email contact -

TUCK:

From time to time, yeah.

FOX:

During your two tenures there, how many overseas trips did Daryl take,
you can recall, specifically while you were working?

TUCK:

I don't recall anything in the first time, that I remember, or I
most definitely didn't have anything to do with, because I was only
there two days a week. And then in this last one - well, then there was
this one - I think that was it, because then he was going to Noosa bit
with his sick son-in-law, so -

FOX:

OK.

TUCK:

No. I think this was the only one.

FOX:

Right. OK.

GRAINGER:

I asked you - being - if you knew Joe Alha, and Tim informed you it was
a property developer of Sydney.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And that refreshes your memory who is it - is it?

TUCK:

I, I only just know of the name.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Yeah. I mean, once again, I might have emailed him something if I'd
been -

GRAINGER:

I'll show -

TUCK:

- given -
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GRAINGER:

I'll show you something. It might, might help you. Document
D-1-0-5-2-0-5-4-4. It's an email from you to the office of Anthony
Roberts, the Minister for Planning.

TUCK:

Yeah. OK. Once again, Brenda's done the letter based on being asked to
set up a meeting. It's gone in the in tray, and I've sent it.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Do you know any reason why Daryl would be arranging a meeting for a
Property Developer from Canterbury, with Anthony Roberts' office?

TUCK:

No. And that's only just this last month. No. And that's a huge chain
that even involves Adriana from obviously a big scoop from way back,
from 2017. Nah. (UNDECIPHERABLE) - This is Rob Stokes, but that's
Anthony Roberts. No.

GRAINGER:

So it spans a fair period, period of time

FOX:

Change of Minister.

TUCK:

Oh, but for the same area was it?

GRAINGER:

Yes.

TUCK:

OK.

GRAINGER:

And you have no understanding about why he was advocating for
Mr Alha?

TUCK:

Obviously, Mr Alha, obviously, had an answer back he didn't like, and so
he's gone to Daryl to ask him to rehash the scenario. I don't - I don't
really know.

GRAINGER:

OK. Anything?

FOX:

Do you ever recall doing something similar for Wagga businesses,
organising meetings with - for the Ministers? So for business people
around Wagga?

TUCK:

Only vaguely with a guy that wanted to meet the Treasurer. But that was
to talk about policy and procedure around work health and safety I think.
Re- what's his name, Shaun Lane. But we never got that off the ground,
because Perrottet was too busy to meet, and the, the PLOs just weren't
interested in meeting Shaun, so that never, ever happened but, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh. All right.

FOX:

You said the PLOs, they're the Parliamentary -

TUCK:

Liaison Officers.

FOX:

- - - Liaison Officers?
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TUCK:

Yeah.

FOX:

They, they are - it's your understanding that they would be the first port
of call, if you were trying to set up a meeting with the Minister?

TUCK:

Well, generally, it's the girl on the - at the - on the front desk, or the
person that answers the phone. But on this particular case, she kept
indicating that Minister Perrottet's too - far too busy, and so it would
probably go to - was it a senior PLO - A senior, senior somebody - and
he could probably set up that meeting. And I don't even think that they
went - no, I'm sure they just - they just didn't want to - and I don't know
how many phone calls I would try and get that happening, 'cause it was
asked, and they just never did, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Just one question that, you know, I'm - you said before that the records
from the Parliamentary office here in Wagga were all shredded. And you
mentioned that you, you looked at regs and you were capable of doing
that. What regs are you talking about?

TUCK:

It's - there's a certain spot in the intranet where it talks about - it's got a
certain heading, Members, Member Resigning or Leaving Parliament, or
something. What to get to certain - it's a - and it's a two or 3 page
document when you print it up.

GRAINGER:

So if I was a constituent in Wagga who had a problem that I'd put
representations to Mr Maguire about, what happens there?

TUCK:

They all went.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

It's very sad. It was very - it was cruel having to get rid of a lot of that
stuff. It's like 20 year of history. 20 years of stuff just gone.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

A lot of work in those files went.

GRAINGER:

Meagan, at this stage, I have no further questions for you. We find that
after the fact of being - us speaking to people, sometimes they remember
things. If you do, you have my contact details. Please contact me and
tell me if you do recall something we discussed today -

TUCK:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

- further.

TUCK:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

There's some things I need to say to you in closing about this. This is an
active Commission investigation. Some of the things we've shown, some
of the things we discussed today - I should rephrase that. The things I've
shown you, and the things we have discussed today, are subject of the
secrecy provisions under our Act. So I'd ask that you not discuss them
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with anyone without the prior consent of someone from the Commission.
OK?
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TUCK:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

Do you have any complaints about the way in which Tim and I have
conducted the interview today at all?

TUCK:

No.

GRAINGER:

Have either Tim or myself offered you any threat, or a promise, or
inducement for you to take part in the interview today?

TUCK:

No.

GRAINGER:

And has the information you've given today been of your own free will?

TUCK:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

And has it been given true and correct to the best of my knowledge?

TUCK:

Yes. True and correct to the best of my knowledge.

GRAINGER:

OK. Now, in closing, is there anything further you want to tell us about?

TUCK:

Um -

GRAINGER:

I notice you have a number of list notes on a piece of paper there.

TUCK:

Yes. Only just in case I forgot, depending on - 'cause I didn't know what
angle and trail this was going to -

GRAINGER:

So what -

TUCK:

- take on.

GRAINGER:

What did your notes refer to?

TUCK:

Well, that - I've just got here that they're goin' to collaborate their stories.
And that Adriana Lions was a - was a confidant of Daryl's for quite some
time. And that Sarah pretty much took over that particular spot. We
spoke about the pre-polling work that was done, which yeah - which - it
caused a wedge. And in fact this is probably one of the many reasons
why I don't have anything to do with the remaining people that were in
the office. But I just thought, well, I'm not losin' my bloody job over
this. I think probably in, in hindsight, because the Independent Member
did see the girls there pre-polling, and supporting Julia, we've all lost our
jobs for one reason or another, because of what he saw. I've indicated
that you - that you - you need to talk to Sarah Vasey about a few things.
Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Is there anything in particular I should talk to Sarah about?

TUCK:

No, because then she'll probably know where it's come from.

25
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GRAINGER:

OK. Well, we can stop the recorder shortly, and you can tell me if
you like.

TUCK:

OK.

GRAINGER:

OK. So the time is now 2 minutes past 3.00, and the interview
is concluded.
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Pacific Islands Info
From:
To:
Date:
Attachments:

Meagan Tuck <meagan.tuck@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Fri, 29 Jul 2016 10:42:32 +1000
PIPSO.pdf (58.35 kB); Statesman Year Book.pdf (2.05 MB)

Hi
Attachments as requested
Please let me know if not successful in opening
Meagan Tuck
Electorate Officer
Daryl Maguire MP
Wagga Wagga

Volume 27

1790

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

FACSIMILE: {02)62605105
EMAIL: admin@aus-fhc.org
EMAIL: fhc.canberra@hotmall.com

HIGH COMMISSION OF THE
REPUBLIC OF FIJI

TELEPHONE: (02) 62605115
19 BEALE CRESCENT
DEAKIN A.C.T.2600
P.O. BOX 159
DEAKIN WEST
CANBERRA A.C.T. 2600
AUSTRALIA

ABOUT PIPSO
The Pacific Islands Private Sector Organisation (PIPSO) is the premier private sector
representative body in the Pacific Islands region.

Its members are comprised of the national

private sector organisations of the 14 Forum Pacific Island Countries and American Samoa.
It is mandated to advocate the interests of the private sector at the regional level and
participate and contribute . to the policy development and strategies for private sector
development. PIPSO works with regional organisations and donor agencies to strengthen the
capacity of its members through consultation, training, mentoring, technical support and
funding to enable them to dialogue with their governments on a level playing field.
Mission: To facilitate private sector-driven economic growth for the benefit of the region.
\'ision: A region of opportunities for all people to grow and prosper.

HISTORICAL EVENTS IN PIPSO’S SETUP
The Pacific Plan adopted by the Forum Heads of Governments in October. 2005 recognised
that regional stability and security would be achieved through economic growth, improved
governance and social equity. The importance of the private sector to the sustainable
development and growth in the Forum Island Countries (FICs) is recognised by Governments.
This view is reinforced by the outcomes of recent meetings of Forum Leaders in August 2010
in Port Vila. Vanuatu and the Forum Economic Ministers at Alofi. Niue in October 2010.
In April 2007, PIPSO was established through the support of the Pacific Islands Forum
Secretariat (PIFS) and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). Since the
establishment has made significant progress in undertaking work and programmes in the
private sector of 15 Pacific Islands countries.
In 2012, the PIPSO Council met in Nadi to review the Strategic Goals set by the Pacific
Islands Forum Secretariat in 2007. This was the first time that the members were given the
opportunity to analyse PIPSO’s past perfonnance and to establish its priorities for the next
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FACSIMILE: (02)62605105
EMAIL: admin@aus-fhc.org
EMAIL: fhc.canberra@hotmail.com

HIGH COMMISSION OF THE
REPUBLIC OF FIJI

TELEPHONE: (02) 62605115
19 BEALE CRESCENT
DEAKIN A.C.T. 2600
P.O. BOX 159
DEAKIN WEST
CANBERRA A.C.T. 2600
AUSTRALIA

tlve years. This Strategic Planning process allowed for their collective contribution,
consensus and ownership of the work that PIPSO will be undertaking.

STRATEGIC GOALS
201S -2015;
1.

Build Strong and R.esponsi\e National Private Sector Organisations (NPSOs)

2.

Promote and facilitate greater cooperation and information sharing with the private sector

3.

Improve pri'. aie sector dialogue and partnerships with go\erninent and partners

4.

Facilitate and build private sector business, trade and competitiveness

5.

To strengthen private sector involvement in national and regional policy development and support
implementation

6.

To advocate for interest of the private sectoral regional and international forums

7.

To maintain a sustainable, effective and relevant PIPSO

2011 - 2013:
To continue to build strong, effective and responsive Secretariat:
To identify the priority needs of members and provide appropriate assistance;
To enhance and facilitate private sector in business and trade
To promote and facilitate greater cooperation among members;
To improve private sector dialogue with Governments and development partners;
To advocate the interests of the private sector at regional and international fora; and.
To enhance private sector involvement in policy development and implementation.

DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS:
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STATESMAN'S
THE POLITICS, CULTURES AND
ECONOMIES OF THE WORLD

2016
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KEY HISTORICAL EVENTS
region was settled by Asian peoples around 50,000 yean ago,
when Kew (Guinea was
part of the main Aqstralian landmass.
10,000 years ago, at the end of the Ust ice age, the waters, of the
^diTffl Straight cut off New Guinea froni Australia, giving rise to
.s^arate development of the indigenous peoples. Plant*based
agriculture developed about 9,000 years ago in the New Guinea
.hlghiuds. 2,500 years ago a large niigration of Auatrpnsslan'
.ro^aldog peoples settled the coastal areas. Thue comniunities
d^eloped animal husbandly,, pott^ and fishing and there is
^deoce of trade vdth the southeast Asian mainland. The. tugged
topography meant that contact between communities was Ih^ted
and they retained their separate languages and customs. This
heterogeneity continued down the centuries, so that today Papus
New Guinea has an estimated 1,000 different cultural groups.
Spanish and Portuguese explorers reached the island in the early
16th century and dte Portuguese are thought to have introduced
the kaukau (sweet potato), >^ch became a staple crop. Spain laid
claim to the western half of the island in 1545, naming it 'New
Guinea' because of the supposed resemblance of its inhabitants to
the people of Africa’s Guinea coast
• Froih the late 18th century die British and Dutch competed for
control of the island, hi 1828 the Dutch claimed the western half
u part of the Dutch .East Indies, while the eastern half came
uoder British induencft Following an abortive annexation attempt
by Australian colonists, Britain dedared a protectorate over the
southern coast and Islands adjacent to the eastern half of New
Guinea on 6 Nov. 1884. Germany colonized the northem.portion
bf the eastern half, along with New Britain, New Ireland and
^Ou^nville^ an arrangement formalized by the 1885 Ah^oGerman Agreement
•
•
: In 1888 Britain formally annexed the area under its control as
'British New Guinea and passed its administration to Australia in
1902. On 1 Sept. 1906 Ae Australian administration renamed
it the Territoiy of Papua, Papua being a Malay word used to

describe the Melanesian inhabitants’ curly hair. The northeastern
section of the island remained a Geman colony until the
outbreak of the First World War in 1914, when Austrian armed
forces occupied It For the next seven years it was under their
administration and remained so after 1921, when it became a
League of Nations mandated territory. In the Second World War,
Allied and Japanese forces fot^t a prolonged military campaign
on the idand It began with a Japanese victory at the Battle of
Rabaul, New Britain in Feb. 1942 and continued throughout the
war, with Japanese troops in occupation for much of the time
untU the Allies’ victory in Aug. 1945.
In 1947 the northeastern part of the island became the UN
Trust Territory of New Guinea, before merging in 1949 with the
Territory of Papua to become the Territory of Papua New Guinea.
A legislative council was established in 1953, succeed by a house
of assembly in 1964. On 1 Dec. 1973 Australia granted Papua
New Guinea self-government. After a vigorous debate over
questions of land-reform and dtizensblp, a constitution was
passed and on 16 Sept 1975 Papua New Guinea became fully
independent, It also became a member of the Commonwealth,
recognizing the British monarch as its own. In the same year the
new state ignored a unilateral declaration of independence by the
island of Bougainville and suppressed its campaign of civil
disobedience.' In 1988 an ajmed campaign by tribes claiming
traditional land ri^ts against the Australian owner of the massive
Panguna copper fidd escalated into a civil war for Bougainville’s
secession. Fitting lasted nine years and cost an estimated 20,000
lives before a permanent truce was signed in April 1998.
fiot^inville gained autonomy in 2005 and is ejected to bold a
refei^dum on full independence in the ftiture.
Political volatility caused frequent changes of government in
Papua New Guinea during its first three decades of independence.
In 2002, foUowii^ violence in the genera) election, the electoral
system vm changed to encourage stable government. The
deployment of Australian police on the island in 2003 caused
resentment and from 2005, under a new agreement between the
two governments, they operated in smaller numbers and with
reduced powers. Despite its considerable mineral resources, the
country’s economy has stagnated to recent years; the dif^culty of
establishing land ownership has contributed to fiiis, as has the
need to protect the environment in what remains a largely
subsistence culture. In 2006 the United Nations downgraded
Papua New Guinea’s status to least developed nation.
In 2011-12 Papua New Guinea experienced a leadership crisis
between Sir Michael Somare and Peter O’Neill. In Aug. 2011, with
Prime Minister Somare having been out of the country for five
months on medical leave, the govrtnmmt declared the post
vacant and O’Neill was elected by parliament, replacing acting
prime minister Sam Abal. However, in Dec. the Supreme Court
ruled the declaration and the election of O’Neill iUegaL It also
onlered the reinstatement of Somare. Alfoough Somare and a new
cabinet were sworn in, O’Neill refused to step down and the
power Struve triggered a feUed mutiny by rebel soldiers in Jan.
2012. Having the support of the civil service, the police, the
defence force and most MPs, O’Neill remained effectively in
control of the country. In May 2012 the Supreme Court once
^aln ruled that Somare should be recognized as the ie^timate
prime minister. O’Neill's government subsequently ordered the
arrest of the chief Justice on charges of sedition. The prime
minister’s office was again declared vacant owing to Somare's
continued absence. At the end of the month O’Neill was re
elected unopposed and sworn in as prime minister for the third
time.
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TERRITORY AND POPULATION
Papua New Guinea extends from the equator to Cape Baganowa
in the Louisiade Archipelago to 11“ 40' S. lat. and from the border
of West Irian to 160® E long with a total area of 462340 sq. km.
According to the 2011 census the population was 7,275.324
(3,772364 males); density, 15-7 per sq. km.
The UN gives an estimated population for 2015 of 7'63m.
In 2011, 12-696 of the population lived in urban areas (the
second lowest percentage in the world). In 2011 population of
Port Moresby (National Capital District) was 364,125. Qdier main
towns are Lae, Madang Mount Hagen, Wewak, Goroka and
Kimbe. The areas, populations and capitals of the provinces are:

Governor, normally the provincial representative in the National
Parliament
National Anthem
‘Arise, all you sons of tills land’; words and tune by T. Shacldady.
RECENT ELECTIONS

,

Parliamentary elections were held between 23 June and 17 Ju]y
2012. Prime Minister Peter O'Neill’s People's National Congresi
won 27 of 111 seats; the Triumph Heritage Empowerment Party
12| PNG Party 8; the National Alliance Party 7; the United
Resources Party 7; the People’s Party 6; the People’s Progress
Party 6; and the Sodal Democratic
3. A number of smaller
parties each took one or two seats, with 16 going to independents.'
Sir Michael Ogio was elected governor-general by parliament
on 14 Jan. 2011.
;
CURRENT GOVERNMENT

ft!

Tok Plain (or Pidgin, a creole of En^ish), Hiri Motu and
Bn^ish are ail official languages. Papua Nev/ Guinea has about
850 diSerent language more dian any Other country.
SOCIAL STATISTICS
Estimates, 2003: births, 207,000; deaths, 52,000. Rates, 2008
estimates (per 1,000 population): births, 31-4; deaths 7-9.
Expectation of life at bi^ in 2013 was 60-4 years for males and
64-6 years for females. Annual population grov/th rate, 2000‘-08,
2-596. frrfont mortality, 2010,47 per 1,000 live births; fertility rate,
2008,4-1 births per woman.
CLIMATE
lliere is a monsoon climate, with high temperatures and humidity
the year round, Port Moresby is in a rain shadow and is not
typical of the rest of Papua New Guinea; Jan. 82®F (27-8*C), July
78*F (25-6®C). Annual rainfeU 40“ (1,011 mm).
CONSTITUTION AND GOVERNMENT
The constitution took effect on 16 Sept. 1975. The head of state is
the British sovereign, who is represented by a Governor-General,
nominated by parliament for six-year terms. A single legislative
house, known as the National Parliament, is made up of 111
members: 89 district representatives and 22 provincial
representatives (MPs). The members are elected by universal
suffrage; elections are held every five years. All dtixens over the
age of 18 are eligible to vote and stand for election. Voting is by
secret ballot and follows the limited preforential system. Ibe
Prime Minister, nominated by parliament and appointed by the
Governor-General, selects ministers for the National Executive
Council The government cannot be subjected to a vote of no
confidence in the first 18 months of office. The 20 prodncial
assembhes, comprising elected national MPs, appointed membeh
and elected local government representatives, are headed by a
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Goventor-Generab Sir Michael Ogio; b. 1942 (since 20 Dec.
actinguntil2SFeb.2011).
’
In March 2015 the government comprised:
;
Prime Minister and Minister of Finance: Peter O’Neill; b. 1965
(People’s National Congress; in office since 3 Aug 2011).
)
Deputy Prime Minister, Minister far Inter-Govemment
Relations: Leo Dion.
'
Minister far Agriculture and Livestock Tommy TomscoU.
Bougainville Affairs; Steven Kamma. Civil Aviation: Davis Steven.
Communication and Information TechnoloQ/: Jim Miringtoro.
Correctional Services: Jim Simitab. Dtfence:Fabian Pok
Education: Nick Kuman. Environment and Conservation: John
Pundari. Finance: James Marape. Fisheries and Marine Resources:
Mao Zeming. Foreign Affairs and Immigration: Rimbink Patol
Forestry and Climate Change; Douglas 'Tomurlesa. Health and
HIV/AIDS: Michael Malabag. Higher Education, Research Science
and Technology: Delilah Gore. Housing and Urban Development:
Paul Isikeli. Justice and Attorney General Keienga Kua. Labour
and Industrial Relations: Benjamin Poponawa. Lands and Physical
Planning Benny Allan. Mining: Byron Chan. National Plarininf.
Charles Abel Petroleum and Ener^. Nixon Duban. Police; Robert
Atiyafo. Public Enterprises and State Investment: Ben Micah".
Public Service; Sir Puka Temu. Religion, Youth and Community
Development: Loujaya Toni. Sports and Pacific Games: Justin
Tkatchencko, Tourism, Arts and Culture; Bolu Kondra. TradS,
Commerce and Industry: Richard Maru. T««^orf: Ano Pals,
Treasury: Patrick Pruaitch. Works and Implementation; Frandis
Awesa.
CURRENT LEADERS
Peter O'Neill
Position
Prime Minister

'

;

Introduction
Peter O’Neill was elected by MPs to succeed Sir Michael Somare
in Ai^ 2011. After Somare refused to acknowledge the result,
there were two rival administrations in late 2011. Having been
confirmed in office, O’Neill, a burinessman and former treasury
toinister, pledged to fight corruption and develop the natibn'8
infrastructure and services.
'
BariyLife
•
Born on 13 Feb. 1965 in Pangia District in the Southern
Highlands Province, O’Neill graduated in accountiincy and
commerce from the University of Papua New Guinea in 1988. He
practised as a chartered accountant before going into the real
estate business. Prom 1993-97 he was executive chairman bf
Pangia Enterprises and from 1997-99 served as executive
chairman of Pacific Finance, which managed state-owned
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enterprises including the PNG Banking Corporation and the
National Provident Fund.
O’Neill came in for criticism when seyeral of these public
enterprises Med, though his supporters praised his liii^cLal
management and efforts to itnprove transparency. In 1999 he
became executive cha^an of Remington Technologies and in
2002 was elected to parliament for the People’s Nation^ Congress
(PNC), representing the constituency of lalibu-Pangia. From
2002-03 he served as minister for labour and industrial relations
and ffom 2003-04 was minister for public service and leader of
government business.
* As head of the PNC, he led the opposition from 2004-07. In
2007 he was appointed minister for public service in Somare’s
National Alliance Party-led coalition government and from 2010U also took on the finance and treasury portfolios. In ofilce, he
supported the liquefied national gas projects undeitaken in
partnership with foreign companies. On 2 Aug. 2011, during
Somare’s prolonged absence from government for 'medicd
treatment, MPs from aqnss the political spectrum elected O’Neill
prime minister by 70 votes to 24.
Ca^er in Office ,
■
OT^eiU's Mrly months were dominated by p.olitical instability as
Somare challenged the legality of his dection. In Dec. 2011
Somare formed a rival aditiinistration afier the Supreme Court
found in favour of the ex-incumbent. Somare’s government was
Initially recognized by Governor-General Sir Michael Ogio but he
later reversed lus decision and d^lared O’Neill’s premiership to
be legitimate. By. early 2012 O’Neill had gained widespread
r^ognitlon, dthioug^ Somare pursued his legal ch^enge. In May
2012 the Supreme Court ruled that Somare ms ^ tlie country’s
legitimate leadu. lli'e chief ju^ce was charged with sedition and
a group of police blockaded parliament. However, given that
Somare had missed three consecutive sessions of parliament, the
prime ministei's office vte& again declared vacant Having been
elected unopposed by 56 of the 109 members of parliament,
O’Neill was sworn in as the country’s prime minister for foe diifd
tinie on 31 May 2012, '
'
' Id parliaihentary e!«:tions held in June and July 2012, foe PNC
was returned as the largest party, effectively ending the year-long
feud mth Somare and his supporters. O’Neill promised to act
against corruption arid to manage a natural gas and minerals
bwm in the batiooal interest. He faced demands to develop
foe education and health sectors and to improve 'foe nadonal
infrastructure. In Nov. 2012 he proposed an amendment to the
constitution (which was approved in Feb. 2013) to extend a ban on
votes of nb cbnfidoice from 18 to' 30 morifos ^er a government is
electe(L In Jan. 2013 the People’s Party announced foat it would
m^e wifo foe PNC, increasing O’Neill’s parliamentary
representation. Also foat month he banned ministers and officials
from travelling abroad on government business without approval,
claiming that public money had been abused.
' In
2013 it was agreed that asylum seekers who had arrived
by boat in Australia would be sent to Papua New Guinea for
assessment and, if their cases were uphdd, they would be resetded
there. In return, Australia promised to provide substantial aid.
It was reported in Jan. 2014 that arrest warrants served against
O’Neill arid other ministers by foe National Fraud and Anti
Corruption Directorate had been dismissed by a district court.
O’Neill had brou^t an injunction against the warrants, clfliming
they were part of an opposition coup attempt. However, in June
that year a furfoer arrest, warrant was issued after the Directorate
accused OT^eill of aufoorizing fraudulent government payments,
and in Nov. he was referred to a judicial tribunal over legations
erf misconduct in office.
.
DEFENCE
.
.
Ibe Papua New Guinea Defence Force had a total estimated
strength of 3,100 in 2011 consisting of land,' maritime and air
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elements. The Land Element, the senior of the three sendees, had
around 2,500 personnel in 2011. The Maritime Operations
Element, with around 400 personnel in 2011, has four patrol boats
and two landing craft. Thne U an Air Operations Element, 200
stro:^ in 2011, but it does not possess any combat capable
aircrafo
.
Defence expenditure in 2008 totalled US$35m. (US$6 per
capita), representing 0-6% of GDP.
ECONOMY
.^rlculture, forestry and fishing contributed 34-8% to GDP in
2008] followed by mining and quarrying, 2S-196; construction,
10'496; and public adfriinistration, defence and services, 8 496.
Overview
Papua New Guinea, among the poorest of the Pacific nations,
rebounded from economic crisis in the late 1990$: to enjoy a
decade of uninterrupted growth from 2602, The country has large
deports of oil, gas, gold, copper, timber and silver, ^ well as
abundant fisheries. However, foe majority of the scattered rural
population engage in subsistence actirities and tourism remains
underdeveloped.
,
Prudent macroeconomic management preceding the global
downturn allowed annual GDP growth to average 7-3% between
2008 and 2012. A significant driver of the economy is the’PNG
LNG (Uquefied natui^ gas) Project, approved in 2009. Production
started ahead of schedule in April 2614. As a re^t, GDP growth
for 2015 is expected to reach 20^. Acute poverty persists, foou^,
with gender Inequality and high rates of HIV/AIDS, malaria and
tuberculosis posing significant' challenges to long-term growth.
Currsney
.
,
The unit of currency Is the Nepalese rupee (l^R) of 100 paisas.
50 paisas » 1 mohur, Inflation, which averaged 12-396 between
1995 and 2000, was 4-5% in 2617 and 5-0% in 2013, Foreign
exchange reserves were US$i,478m. in July 2005 and gold reserves
totalled 129,000 troy oz. Total money supply in March 2009 was
NRs 177,682m.
Budget
.
In 2009 revenues totalled K6,6Sl-0m. (tax revenue, 74-8%) and
eiq>eoditures K6,688-0m. (current eiqtenfotuie, 62-3%).
VAT Is 1096.
Performance
'
Real GDP growth was 10-7% in 2011, 8-1% in 2012 and 5-5% in
2013. Total GDP in 2013 was USS15-3bo.
Banking and Finance
The Bank of Papua New Guinea (Governor, Loi Martin Bakanl)
assumed the central banking functions formerly undertaken by
the Reserve Bank of Australia on 1 Nov. 1973. In 2010 th«e were
four comm^dal banks: ANZ Papua New. Guinea, Bank South
Pacific, Maybank (PNG) Ltd and Westpac Papua New i^inea.
They had combined assets of kl8-3bn. at the end of 2010. There
were also 22 savings and loan societies, eight finance-companies
and two microfinance institutions in 2010.
Foreign debt was US$5,882m. in 2010, representing 62-996 of
GNI.
There is a stock exchange in Port Moresby.
ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES
En^ronment
'
Carbon dioxide emissions from the consumption and flaring of
fossEfoels.ln 2QQB were foe equivalent of 0-8 tonnes per capita.:.
Electricitv
Installed capacity was as estimated 0-7m. kW in 2011. Production
in ^11-was 3-53bn. kWh, around 2896 of it hydro-electiic.
Consumption per capita was an estimated 503 kWh.
..
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Oil and Gas
Natural gas reserves in 2012 were 400bn. cu. metres; output in
2009 was 271m. cu. metres. Crude oil production (2009), 16m.
bbis. Oil conies predominantly from the lagifu field in the
Southern Highlands. There were 88m. bbls of proven oil reserves
in 2011.

The main imports in terms of value are machinery and
transport eqiupmnU, nunufactured goods, end food and live
animals; and tiie main exports crude petroleum, gold and logs.
Of imports in 2001, Australia fiirnished 60-0%; japan, 8-5%;
Singapoie, 7'8%;USA, 7*1%. Of exports in 2001, Singapore took
27-5%; Japan, 13-2%; Australia, 106%; China, 4-4%.

Minerals
'
In 2004 the mineral sector produced 20-8% of GDP. Copper is the
main mineral product. Gold, copper and silver are the only
minerals produced in quantity. The MUima open-pit gold mine
was opened in 1989 but its resources were depleted by the end of
2001. The Porgera gold mine opened In 1990 with an expected life
of 20 years. Major copper deposits in Bougainville have proven
reserves of about 800m. tonnes; mining was baited by secessionist
rebel activity. Copper and gold deposits in the Star Mountains of
die Western Province are bdng developed by Ok Tedi Mining Ltd
at the Mr Fubllan mine. Production of gold commenced in 1984
and of copper concentrates in 1987. In 2005 Ok Tedi Mining Ltd
produced 192,978 tonnes of copper aiid 16 tonnes of gold. Gold
mining also began at Lihir in 1^7. In 2005 total gold production
was 67 tonnes; silver production in 2002 was 64 tonnes.

COMMUNICATIONS

Agriculture
.
In 2002 agriculture employed 73% of the economically active
population. In 2002 there were approximately 220.000 ha. of
arable land and 650,000 ha. of permanent cropland. Minor
commercial crops include p^ethrum, tea, peanuts and spices.
Locally consum^ food crops include sweet potatoes, maize, taro,
bananas, rice and sago. Tropical fruits grow ab^undantly. There is
extensive grassland. The sugar industry has made the country self
sufficient in this commodity while a beef-cattle industry is being
devdoped.
Production (2002, in 1,000 tonnes): bananas, 860; coconuts,
513; sweet potatoes, 490; sugarcane, 370; palm oil, 316; yams, 280;
taio, 250; cassava, 130.
Livestock (2003 estimates): pigs, l-8m.; cattle, 90,000; chickens,
4m.
•
Forestry
The forest area totalled 28-73m. ha. In 2010 (63% of the land
area). 91% of forest area is primary forest. Timber production is
important for boffi local consumption and export. Timber
production was lO-Olm. cu. metres in 2011.
Fisheries
Tuna is the major resource. In 2010 the fish catch was 224,507
tonnes (94% sea fish).
INDUSTRY
Secondary and service industries are expanding for the local
market. The main industries are food processing beverages,
tobacco, timber products, wood and fabricated metal products.
Industry accounted for 45-2% of GDP in 2006, with
manufacturing contributing 6-1%. Production (2002): palm oil,
370.000 tonnes; copra, 110,000 tonnes; wood-based panels, 79,000
cu. mettes; sawnwood, 70,000 cu. metres.
Labour
In 2000 there were 2.344,734 persons in employment (51-3%
males). The rate of unemployment was 2-8%.
INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Australian aid amounts to an annual $A300m. The ‘Pactra IT
agreement of 1991 established a free trade zone with Australia and
^otecte Australian investments.
Imports and Exports
Imports in 2008 were US$3,5S0m. (US$2,94Sm. in 2007); eiqmrts
were US$5,805m. (US$4,683m. in 2007).
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Roads
In 2002 there were 19,600 km of roads, only about 690 km of
which were paved. There were 38,200 passenger cars in use in
2007 and 11,300 lorries and vans.
Civil Aviation
Jacksons International Airport is at Port Moresby. The stateowned national carrier is Air Nlugini. In 2003 there were
scheduled international flights to Brisbane, Cairns, Honiara,
Manila, Singapore, Sydney and Tokyo. There are a total of 177
airports and airstrips with scheduled serrices.
>
Shipping
There are 12 entry and four otiver main ports served by five major
shipping lines; the Papua New Guinea Shipping Corporation is
state-owned. In Jan. 2009 there were 55 ships of 300 GT or over
revered, totalling 44,000 GT.
Telecommunications
In 2009 there were 133-7 mobde phone subscriptions for every
1,000 inhabitants and 8-9 fixed telephone lines per 1,000
inhabitants. In the same year there were an estimated 18-6 internet
users per 1,000 inhabitants. In 2004 the govenunent rejected a bid
.by a South African joint venture to acquire a 51% stake in the
state-ovmed telerommunications company Telikom PNG.
SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Justica
The judicial system consists of a Supreme Court, a National
Court, and district and local courts. The Supreme Court sittings
are usually held with fiiree or five judges. The death penalty for
wilful murder was abolished in 1970 but reintroduced in 1991,
although there have not been any executions since 1954.
.
The population in penal institutions in Dec. 2010 was 4,268 (61
per 100,000 of national population).
'
Education
The edutmtion system has three levels; primary, secondary and
tertiary. However, there are no legal provisions regarding either
free or compulsory education. In 2001 there were 3,055
elementary and primary schools with 395,129 pupils and 11,307
teachers, 77,451 pupils la secondary schook (2,187 tea<Aera) and
14,333 students in institutes of higher education. There are six
universities: the University of Papua New Guinea (UPNG), Port
Merely; the Papua New Guinea University of Technology, Lae;
Divine Word University, Madang; Pacific Adventist University,
Boroko; the University of Goroka; and the University of Vudal,
Rabaul. UPNG, founded in 1965, has two campuses in the capital,
five provincial open campuses and 13 study centres. In 2002 there
were also ten colleges, ei^t nursing schools and three academic
institutes.
Adult literacy rate was an estimated 60-1% in 2009 (63-6%
among nudes and 56-5% among females).
In 2000-01 total expenditure on education came to 2-4% of
GNP and 17-5% of total government spending.
Health
In 2008 there were 392 medical officers, 123 dentists and 3,777
nurses and xoidwiv'es. There were 36 hospitals and 698 clinics and
health centres in 2010,
.
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RELIGION
The Constitution provides for freedom of religion. In 2010 there
were an estimated 4-69iQ. Protes^ts and 2<06m. Catholics
according to the Pew Research Center’s Forum on Religion &
Public Life.
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CULTURE
World Heritage Sites
There is one UNESCO site in Papua New Guinea: Kuk Early
Agricultural Site (inscribed on the list in 2008).
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Press
In 2008 friere were two daily newspapers (the Papua Hew Guinea
Post-Courier and the Hational) and a number of weeklies and
monthlies. The Papua Hew Guinea Post-Courier is the oldest
(1969) and most widely read, with a daily circulation of 30,000
(2007).
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Tourism
In 2008 there were 114,000 non-resident tourists (excluding sameday visitors), up from 104,000 in 2007 and 78,000 in 2006.
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Festivals
Alongside the major Christian festivals several cultural shows are
held, in Enga (late July), at Mount Hagen (Western Highlands;
late Aug.) and at Gorolm (Eastern Hi^ddands; mld-Sept). The
Tumbuan Mask Festival takes place at Rabaul (July) and die Hiri
Moale Festival in Fort Moresby (Sept) was established to preserve
the trading expeditions betwe^ the Motu-Koitabu people and the
Erema (Kerema). Independence Day Is celebrated on 16 Sept.
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diplomatic representatives

Of Papua New Guinea in the United Kingdom (3rd Floor, 14
Waterloo pl, London. SWIY 4AR)
Hi^ Commissioner Winnie Aima Klap.
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Ofthe United Kingdom in Papua New Guinea (Sec 411 Lot 1 and
2, Kiroki St, Wa^ani, Port Moresby)
Higfi Commissioner: Simon Toiige.
Of Papua New Guinea in the USA (1779 Massachusetts Ave.,
NW, Washington, D.Cj 20036)
Ambassador. Rupa Abraham Mulina,
Of the USA in Papua New Guinea (Douglas St, Port Moresby)
Ambassador: Walter North.
Of Papua New Guinea to the United Nations
Ambassador: Robert Aisi
Of Papua New Guinea to the European Union
Ambassador: Joshua Kalinoe.

FURTHER READING
National StatMcd Office. Summary of Statistics. Annual.~Ai>strac( of
Statistics. Quarterly.
Bank of Papua New Guinea. Quarttriy Economic BuUetin.
Council, John, Papua New Guinea: The Struggle for DevehprttetU: 1997
Turner, A, Historical Dictionary of Papua New Guinea. 1995
Waiko, John DademOi ShortHtstory ofPapua New Guinea, 199i.—Papua
New Guinea: A History of Our Times. 2003
National Statistical Office: National Statistical Office, PO Box 337,
Waigani, National Capital District, Port Moresby.
Website: bttp-y/www.spcJnt/prUn]/country/pg/stats

Bougainville
The region of Bougainville, as part of New Guinea, became a
United Nations Trust Territory in 1947 under the jurisdiction of
Australia. Bougainville declared independence in 1975 but the
uprising was suppressed and the islands became part of the North
Solomons Province of (he newly Independent Papua New Guinea.
Following tensions between landowners and Rio Tinto, the
owners of the Panguna copper mine, conflict between separatists
and Papua New Guinea b^n in 1969, lasting nearly a decade. A
ceasefire was ^;reed in 1998, overseen by the United Nations. The
Boi^ainville Peace Agreement was signed in Aug. 2001, aUowihg
, for flie creation of an autonomous government and a referendum
on full independence 10-15 years later. After the promulgation of
a constitution, elections were held for the autonomous
government in May-June 2005. A referendum on independence is
now expected to take place between 2015 and 2020.
Area, 9,300 sq. Iw (3,600 sq. miles); population (2000),
175,160. The autonomous region consists of the main
Bougainville island, Buka Island and several smaller island groups.
Tlie government is currently based at Buka but the capital city
eventually revert to the former capital, Aiawa.
In presidential elections held in May 2010 John Momis was
elected with 52-4% of votes cast, defeating incumbent president
James Tanis vAo took 20-9%. There were five other candidates.
Momis was sworn in on 10 June.
Agriculture is the mainstay of Bougainville’s economy. Major
crops include cocoa (production in 2006, 16,000 tonnes) and
copra (12,472 tonnes). However, the regioii is still reliant on
grants and donors, raising only 2096 of its 2007 budget internally.
New exploration for minerals is banned but the government is
coDsidei^g reopening Panguna. There is an airport at Buka.
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The UN gives an estimated population for 2015 of 584,000.
The islands are administrative divided into nine provinces
plus a Capital Territory. Area, population and capital:

PAPUA NEW
GUINEA
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The capital, Honiara, on Guadalcan^. is flie largW urban area,
with a population in 2009 of 64,602, 93% of the epnlation are
Melanesian; other ethnic gtoups.include Polynesian, .^cronesian,
European and Chinese.
.
.
.
English ^ the official language, and is spoken by 1-2% of
the population. In all 120 indigenous languages are spoken;
Melanesian languages are spoken ^ 85% of the population.

Capital: Honiara
Population estimate, 2015; 584,000
GNIper capita, 2013; (PPP$) 1,385
HDI/worldrank, 2013; 0-491/157=
Inlernef domain actension: .sb

SOCIAL STATISTICS

KEY HISTORICAL EVENTS
The Solomon Islands were discovered by Buropeahs in 1568 but
200 years passed before contact was made again. The southern
Solomon Idands were placed under British protection in 1893; die
eastern and soutiiern outliers were added in 1898 and 1899. Santa
Isabel and the other islands to the north were ceded by Germany
in 1900. Full internal self-government was acUeved on. 2 JaiL 1976
and independence on 7 July 1978.
In 1997 Bartholomew Ulu&’alu, a Malaitan, was elected prime
minister. The following year, fighting broke out between the
Isatubu Freedom Movement, which claimed to be representative
of the native peoples of the island of Guadalcanal, and the
Malaitan Eagle Force. In 2000 ^e Malaita Eagles led a coup which
deposed Ulufa’alu, who was held at gunpoint for two days. After
the faOure of a 2001 peace accord, conflict between the Malaita
Eagles and the Isatabu Freedom Movement escalated la 2003.
and an Australian-led peacekeeping force landed to restore
order. After some initial success the force was scaled back towards
the end of the year.
.
In 2006 Manasseh Sogavare became prime, rninister,
having previously held the office following the 2000 coup. His
appointment was marked by rioting in Honiara and the
destruction of the city’s Chinatown as' tensions rose over the
political and business influence of the local Qdnese population.
TERRITORY AND POPULATION
The Solomon Islands lie within the area 5” to 12* 30' S. lat.
and 155* 30' to 169® 45' E. long. The group includes the main
islands of Guadalcanal, Malaita, New Georgia, San Cristobal (now
Makira), Santa Isabel and Choiseul: the smaller Florida and
Russell groups; the Shortland, Mono (or Treasury), VeHa La Vella,
Kolombangara, Ranongga, Gizo and Rendova Islands; to the east,
Santa Cruz, Tikopia,
Reef and Duff groups; Rennell and
Bellona in the soufo; Ontong Java or Lord Howe to the north; and
many smaller islands. The land area is estimated at 28,370 sq. km
(10,954 sq. miles). The larger islands are mountainous and forest
clad, with flood-prone rivers of considerable energy potential.
Guadalcanal has ^e largest land area and the greatest amount of
flat coastal plain. Population at the census of Nov. 2009, 515,870
(251,415 females); density, 18-2 per sq. km. In 2011,18:9% offlie
population lived in urban areas.

2008 estimates; birfos, 16,000; deadis, 3,000. Estimated birtii rate in
2008 was 304 per 1,000 population; ^timated death rate, 6-2. Life
expectancy, 2013,69-2 years for women and 66-3 for men. Annual
population growth ra^ 2000-08, 2-6%. Infant, mortality, 20i0,
23 per 1,000 live births; fertility rate, 2008,3-9 births per woman.
CLIMATE
An equatorial climate with only small seasonal variations.
Southeast winds cause cooler conditions from April to Nov., but
norfliwest winds for tiie rest of the year bring briber temperatures
and greater rainfall, with annual totals ranging between -80"
(2,000 mm) and 120" (3,000 mm).
CONSTITUTION AND GOVERNMENT
The Solomon Islands are a constitutional monarchy with the
British Soverrigo (represented locally by a Governor-General, who
must be a Solomon Island citizeo) as Head of State. Le^slatiVe
power is vested in the sin^e-chamber NuHcwul Parliament
composed of SO ihembeTs,'elect^ by universal adult sufftage' for
fbur'years. Parliamentary democracy is based on a mOltl-party
system, ^initiye authority is effectively held by the Cabinet, led
by the Prime Minister,
' •
The Govemor-Genhral is appointed for up to five years, on
the advice of Parliament, and acts in almost all matters on the
advice of die Cabinet. The Prime Minister is elected by and from
members of Parliament Other Ministers are appointed by the
Governor-General on the Prime Minister’s recommendation, from
members of Parliament. The Cabinet is respon^le to I^liament.
Emphasis ^ laid on &e devolution of power to provincial
go^rnments, and traditiohal chiefs and leaders have a special role
wifliin the arrangement
'
' '
National Antham
‘God save our Solomon Islands from shore to shore’; words and
time by P. Balekana,
RECENT ELECTIONS
National elections were held on 19 Nov. 2014. The Democratic
Alliance Party won 7 seats, United Democratic Party 5, People's
Alliance Pai^ 3, Kadare Partytof Solomon Islands !, Solomon
Islands Party for Rural A^ncement 1 and Solomon Islands
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people First Party 1. Independent candidates took 32 seats.
Manasseh Sogavare was elected prime minister on 9 Dec. 2014,
defeating Jeremiah Manele by 31 votes to 19 in the parliamentary
vote.
Sir Frank Kabul was re-elected to a second term as governorgeneral by parliament on 6 May 2014. He defeated David Vunagi
and Andrew Mua.
>
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Governor-General: Sir Prank Kabul (since 7 July 2009).
In March 2015 the government comprised:
Prime Minister: Manasseh Sogavare; b. 1955 (sworn In 9 Dec.
20i4, having previously held office from June 2000 to Dec. 2001
and May 2006 to Dec. 2007).
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Home Affairs: Douglas
Ete.
,
^
Minister of Agriculture and Livestock: Augustine Auga.
Commerce, Industries, Labour and Immigration: William Bradford
Marau. Communication and Aviation: Commins Aston Mewa.
Culture and Tourism; Bartholomew Parapolo. Education and
Human Resource Development. Derek Sikua. EnWroflmenft Climate
Change, EHsasier Mana^ment, Conservation and Meteorology:
Samuel Manetoall. Finance: Snyder RinL Pisheria and Marine
Resources; John Maneniaru. Foreign Affairs and External Trade:
Milner Tozaka. Forestry and Research; Bodo Dettke. Health and
Medical Serves: Dr Tautai Angildmua. Infrastructure Development
Stanley Festus Sofo. Justice andLegal A^rs: Ishmael AvuL Lands,
Housing and Survey. Andrew htoepoia’a. Mines, Energy and
Rural Electrification; Samson Maneka, National Development
Planning and Aid Co-ordination: Danny Philip.' National
Unity, Reconcifiaf/on end Peace: David Dei Pacha. Police. National
Security and Correctional Services: Peter Shanel Agovaka.- Provincial
Government and Institutional Strengthening. Du^ey Kopu. Public
Service: John Dean Kuku. Rural Development Freda Tuki Soria
Cornua. Women, Youth, Children and Family Affairs: Jimson Fiau
Tanangada.
Sobmon Islands PaHiament ht^;//www.parllamenLgov.8b
CURRENT LEADERS
Manasseh Sogavare
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Position
Prime Minister
Introduction
Maitasseh Sogavare’s first premiership (2000-01) began in the
wake' of a coup and ended after a controversial attempt to
postpone elections. He took office for the second time in May
2006 after the brief tenure of Snyder Rini, when the capital.
Honiara, suffered rioting with attacks on the Chinese community.
However, Sogavare was ousted again in a parliamentary vote of no
confidence on 13 Dec. 2007. He was elected to a third term as
prime minister in Nov. 2014 and sworn in the following month.
Early Life
Manasseh Damukana Sogavare was bom in 1955 at Gauraisa,
northern-Papua New Guinea, the son of missionaries from
the island of Choiseul in the western Solomons. He was initially
edu^ited lb Madang Province (PNG) before moving to Honiara
in 1965, where he attended high school He later graduated from
the University of the South Pacific at Suva and from New
Zealand's WaUcato University,
Sogavare' pursued a dvil service career, becoming chief tax
collector. In 1997 he became MP for
Choiseul. Prime
Minister Bartholomew Ulufa’alu appointed him finance minister
after the. Aug- election that year but dismissed him in July
1998. Tensions grewiin 1998 between the indigenous peoples of
Guadalcanal island (site of-the capital) and long-'term residents
from Malaita island, who were seen to dominate the dvil service;

In 2000 Sogavare became leader of die People’s Progressive Party
(PPP). Ulufa’alu resigned after Malaitan militias seiz^ parliament
and ^gavare was chosen to succeed him by MPs.
Sogavare took office on 30 June 2000, forming the Coalition for
National Unity, Reconciliation and Peace. Snyder Rini, leader of
the Association of Independents, was finance minister. In Oct.
2000 a peace treaW was signed with the militias, followed by a
further treaty in Feo. 2001. Parliament was dissolved in Ai%. 2001
ahead pf scheduled elections but the government attempted to
push throi^ a constitutional amendment to extend its mandate
by another year. Amid corruption allegations, widespread unrest
and trade union pressure lor a general strike, Sogavare called
elections for 5 Dec. 2001. The PPP won only three seats and
Sogavare
succeeded by Sir Allan Kemakeza.
The Social, Credit Party, a new party led by Sogavare, ran in the
elections of 5 April 2006 on a platform of monetary and financial
reform (based on New Zealand’s Social Credit Party). Sogavare
and his allies attempted to oust Kemakeza's successor, Rini, on
18 April 2006 but, havii^ come third in a parliamentary vote
for premier, he switched his allegiance to Rini, in exdiange for
control of the commerce ministry. Riofing broke out in Honiara
in protest at perceived Taiwanese and local Chinese political
interference, and much of the city’s Chinatown area was
destroyed. Following a no-confidence motion, Rini resigned on
26 April and Sogavare was elected prime minister on 4 May. On
5 May he appointed a five-party unity cabinet.
In Oct 2<>06 Sogavare survived a parliamentary no-confidence
vote following a serious diplomatic dispute with Australia.
This rdated to his claims about the role of Australian security
personnel in the April rioting and to Australia’s efforts to effect
the extradition of Sogavare's controversial attoiney-generd for an
alleged criminal offence. Government leaders attending a meeting
of foe Pacific Islands Forum in foe Fiji Islands in Oct agreed to an
independebt review of foe Australian-led regional peacekeeping
for<% in foe Solomon Islands.
On 13 Dec. 2007 So^vare was defeated in a parliamentary vote
after facing criticism for his abrasive style and accusations of
damaging the nation’s international image. He remained in
office in a caretaker capacity until 20 Dec. In 2010, together with
other opposition representatives, he launched Our Party, vdiich
contest^ the gener^ elections that year but won only four seats,
induding his own East Choiseul con^tuency.
Career in Office
.
Sogavare was elected to a third term as prime minister in a secret
ballot of MPs following a general election held in Nov. 2014
in which the majority of the elected MPs were returned as
independents and the then prime minister, Gordon Darcy LUo,
who had taken office in Nov. 2011, unexpectedly lost his seat
Sogavare pledged to rebuild foe country's economy with increased
foreign investment, to improve public services and to tackle
corruption.
DEFENCE,
The marine wing of foe Royal Solomon Islands Police operates
three patrol boats and a number of fosi crafts for surveillance of
fisheries and maritime boundaries. There is also an RSI Police
Field Force stationed at foe border with Papua New Guinea.
In July 2003 an Australian-led peacekeeping force, the R^onal
Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands (RAMSI), landi^ to
restore stability after years of ethnic fighting and hi^-levd
corruption. The force included troops froin the Fiji Islands,
New Zealand, Papua New Guinea and Tonga, 'lyith foe security
situation having become more stable, the military component
ended in July 2013.
ECONOMY
Agriculture accounted for 39% of GDP in 2009, industry 6% and
services 55%,
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Ovorvfew
The Solomon Islands is a small, open economy vulnerable to
^eternal shocks. Food and fuel account for about 4096 of total
imports. Timber is the main export, while gold mining operations
were relaunched in March 2010 and began production a year
later. Gold is projected to overtake lo^;mg as the main driver of
growth in the medium to long term. Tourism accounts for less
tiian 296 of GDP.
Followii^ Australian intervention in 2003 to restore political
stability after years of civil strife, economic performance proved
robust with average annual growth of 796. However, the global
flnancial crisis led to a decline in commodity exports, a
contraction in growth of nearly 596 in 2009 and a depletion of
international reserves. An 18-mondi Standby Credit Facility
arrangement with the IMF was approved in June 2010, helping to
restore economic stability. Logging production surged In 2010
owing to strong demand from Asia, with growth rebounding
to nearly 8%. In mid-2011 the trade balance shifted from deficit
to surplus for the first time since 2004. China accouiits for 5096
of the country’s exports.
Almost 25% of the population lives in poverty and recent
growth has not yet resulted in poverty reduction. The precarious
^obal economic outlook poses additional risks to recovery.
Currency
The Solomon Island dollar (SBD) of 100 cents was introduced
in 1977. It was devalued by 2096 in Dec. 1997 and 25% in March
2002. Inflation was 5-9% in 2012 and 5-496 in 2013. In fuly 2005
foreign exchange reserves were US$83m. and total money supply
was SI$447m.
Budget
In 2009 revenues totalled Sl$l,704'6m. and expenditures were
SI$l,701-6m. Tax revenue accounted for 76-796 of revenues in
2009; current expenditure accounted for 83-9% of expenditures.
Performance
The economy grew by 10-7% in 2011, 3-8% in 2012 and 3-0% in
2013. Total GDP in 2013 was USjMbn,
Banking and Finance
The Central Bank of Solomon Islands is the bank of issue; iti
Governor is Denton Rarawa, There are three commercial banks
and a development bank.
External debt totalled US$215m. In 2010 and represented 38-8%
ofGNL
■
ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES
Environment
Carbon dioxide emissions from the consumption and Oaring of
fossil fuels in 2008 were the equivalent of 0-4 tonnes per capita.
Electricity
Installed capacity in 2011 was an estimated 36,000 kW.
Production in 2011 was 83m. kWh and consumption i^r capita
154 kWh.
Oil and Gas
The potential for oil, petroleum and gas production has yet to be
tapped.
Minerals
In 1999 gold output from mining totalled 3,456 kg and silvri:
output 2,138 kg The only mine in the Solomon Islands closed in
2000 owing to the civil unrest However, in March 2010 the mine
was revived and production began again in March 2011. Gold
output in 2012 totted 2,180 kg and silwr ou^t 932 kg.
Agrkufture
Land is held either as customary land (88% of holdii^) or
rostered land. Customary land rights depend on dan mem^rship
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or kinship. Only Solomon Islanders own customary land; only
Islanders or government members may hold perpetual estates of
registered land. Coconuts, cocoa, rice and other minor crops are
grown. Production, 2003 estimates (in 1,000 tonnes): coconuts, 330;
sweet potatoes, 83; taro, 38; palm oiL 34; yams, 28; copra, 30; palm
kernels, 8. In 2007 there were an estimated 16,000 ha, of arable
land and 60,000 ba. of permanent aops.
Livestock (2003 estimates): p^s, 68,000; cattle, 13,000.
Forestry
Forests covered 2-21m. ha. in 2010 (7996 of the land area). Of the
total area under forests 50% was primary forest in 2010, 49%
other naturally regenerated forest and 1% planted forest. Timber
production was 2-lOm. cu. metres in 2011.
Fisheries
The Solomon Islands' waters are among the richest in tuna. The
total catch in 2010 was an estimated 35,200 tonnes.
INDUSTRY
Industries iridude palm oil manufoctuie (35,000 tonnes in 2002),
processed frsh'production (13,700 tonnes in 2000), rice milling
ftsh canning, frsh freexing saw miliing food, tobacco and
soft drinks. Other products include wood and rattan furniture,
fibreglass arttdes, b^ts, dothing and spices.
Labour
'
The estimated economically active population in 2010 was
123.000 (69% males), up from 105.000 in 2005.
INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Imports and Exports
Imports 2007, US$285-0m.; exports, US$l58-5m. Main imports,
2007: mebinery and transport equipment, 28-4%; mineral
fuels and lubricants, 24-9%; food and live animals, 17-696. Main,
ei^rts, 2007: timber, 66-6%; fish products. 13-096; palm oil, 8-8%.
Prindpal import suppliers (2007): Australia, 31-5%; Singapore,
27>0%; Japan, 8-2%. Prindpal export markets (2007): (^ina,
46-596; Thailand, 7-2%; South Korea, 6-1%.
Trade Fairs
An annual National Trade and Cultural Show is held in July to
coincide with the anniversary of independence.
COMMUNICATIONS
Roads
,
In 2002 there was estimated to be a total of 1,360 km of roads, of
which 34 km were paved. 'Ihe unpaved roads induded 800 km of
private plantation roads.
Civil Aviation
A new termihd has been opened at Henderson International
Airport in Honiara. The national carrier is Solomon Airlines. In
2006 scheduled airline traffic of Solomon Islands-based carriers
flew 3m. km, carrying 101,000 passengers (32,000 on international
flights).
Shipping
There are international ports at Honiara, Yandina in the Russell
Islands and Noro in New Georgia, Western Province. In Jan.
2009 there were tiriee ships of 300 GT or over registered, totalling
2.000 GT.
Telecommunications
Telecommunications are operated by Solomon Telekom, a
joint venture between tiie government of Solomon Islands and
Cable & Wlrdess (UK). Tdecommunications between Honiara and
provincial centres are focilitated by modem satellite communication
systems. In 2008 there were 8;000 main (fixed) telephone lines;
mobile phone subscribers numbered 30,000 (5-9 per 100 pmons).
In 2011 an estimated 6% of the population were internet useri'
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SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Justice
Civil and criminal jurisdiction is exercised by the High Court of
the Solomon Islands, constituted 1975. A Solomon Islands Court
of Appeal was established in 1982. Juiisdiction is based on the
principles of English law (as applying on 1 Jan. 1981). Magistrates*
courts can try dvil cases on claims not exceeding SI$6,000, and
criminal cases with penalties not exceeding 14 years’ imprisoiunenL
Certain crimes, sudi as bui^aiy and arson, where the maximum
sentence Is for life, may also be tried by magistrates. There are also
local courts, which dedde matters concerning customary titles to
land; decisions may be put to the Customary Land App^ Court.
There is no capital punishment
The population in penal institutions in Sept. 2013 was 321
(55'per 100,000 of national population).
Education
In 2005 there were 100,026 pupils at primary and 22,487 pupils at
secondary level. The adult literacy rate in 2009 was 89% among
males and 79% among males.
Training ofteachers and trade and vocational training is carried
out at the College of Higher Education. The University of the
South Pacific Centre is at Honiara. Other rural training centres
run by chiirches are also involved in vocational training.
In 2009 total expenditure on education came to 9-0% of GDP
and accounted for 16-8% of total government spending.
Health
A free medical service is supplemented by the private sector. An
international standard immunization programme is conducted in
conjunction with the WHO for infants. Tuberculosis has been
eradicated but malaria remains a problem. In 2003 there were
60 physicians and 633 nuimg and midv^fery personnel. There
were 15 hospitals beds per 10,000 inhabitants in 2005.
RELIGION
Accordi^ to estimates by the Pew Research Center’s Forum on
Religion 8t Public Life, 974% of the population in 2010 were
Christians (mainly Protestants).
CULTURE

Is, of
nj of

World Heritage Sites
The Solomon Islands has one site on the UNESCO World
Hmtage List; East Rennell (inscribed on the list in 1998), the
largest raised coral atoll in the world.
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Press
There are three main newspapers in circulation. 77te Solomon Star
(circulation; 5,000) is daily and the Solomon Express and 77ie
island Sun are weekly. The Government Information Service
publishes a monthly issue of the Solomon Nius that exclusively
disseminates news of government activities. Non-government
organizations such as foe Solomon Islands Development Trust
(S&T) also publish monthly papers on environmeutd issues.
Tourism
Tourism In foe Solomon Islands is still in a development stage.
The emphasis Is on estabUfoing major hotels in the capital and
provincial centres, to be supplemented by satellite eco-tourism
projects in foe rural areas. In 2011 there were 22,941 foreign
tourists.
Festivals
Festivities and parades in foe capital and provincial centres
normally mark foe National Day of Independence. The highlight
is foe annual National Trade and Qiltural Show.
DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATIVES
Of foe Solomon Islands in foe United Kingdom
High Commissioner: Vacant (resides in Brussels).
Of foe United Kingdom in foe Solomon Islands (TatiuU Ri^e,
PO Box 676, Honiara)
.
High Commissioner: Dominic Meildejohn, OBE'
Of the Solomon Islands in foe USA and to the United Nations
(800 2nd Ave, Suite 400L, New York, NY 10017)
Ambassador: Collin Beck.
Of foe USA in foe Solomon Islands
Ambassador; Walter North (resides in Port Moresby,
Papua New Guinea).
Of foe Solomon Islands to foe European Union
Ambassador. Joseph Ma'ahanua.
FURTHER READING
Bennett, f. A., Wealthof the Solomons: A History of a Pacifle Archipelago,
1800-mS. 1987
Fiaeokel, Jouathan, Manipulation of Custom From Uprising to
Intervention In Ae Solomon Islands. 2005
White, Geoffrey M„ Wenti^ Through History: living Stories in a Solomon
Islands Society. 2QQ3
.
National Statistical Office: Solomon Islands National Statistical OlBce,
PO Box G6. Department of Finance, Honiara.
Website: httpi'/www.spc.lnt/prism/country/sb/staU
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SAMOA
SOCIAL STATISTICS
2006: births. 4,935; deaths, 728. Rates, 2006 (per l,OOQ
population): births, 27-3; deaths, 4'0. Expectation of life in 2007
was 68-4 years for males and 74-7 for females. Annual population
growth rate. 2001-06, was 0-5%. Infant mortality, 2010, 17 per
1,000 live births; fertility rate, 2006, 4 2 births per woman.
CLIMATE
A tropical marine climate, with cooler conditions from May
to Nov. and a rainy season from Dec. to April. The rainfall is
unevenly distributed, with south and east coasts having the greater
quantities. Average annual rainfall is about 100' (2,500 mm)
in the drier areas. Apia, Jan. 80®F (26-7®C). July 78®F (25-6®C).
Annual rainfall 112® (2,800 mm).
CONSTITUTION AND GOVERNMENT
HH Malietoa Tanumafili II, who was Head of State for life, died
on 11 May 2007. The Head of State is henceforth elected by the
Legislative Assembly and holds office for five-year terms.
The executive power is vested in the Head of State, who swears
in the Prime Minister (who is elected by the Legislative Assembly)
and, on the Prime Minister’s advice, the Ministers to form the
Cabinet The Constitution also provides for a Council of Deputies
of three members, of whom the chairman is the Deputy Head
of State.
The Legislative Assembly contains 49 members serving fiveyear terms. 47 are elected exclusively by matai (customary family
heads) and the other two by non-Samoans on separate electoral
rolls.

0 le Malo Tutoatasl o Samoa
(Independent State of Samoa)
Capital: Apia
Population estimate, 2015:193,000
GNI per capita. 2013: (PPP$) 4,708
HDUworld rank 2013: 0 694/106
Internet domain extension: .ws
KEY HISTORICAL EVENTS
Polynesians settled in the Samoan group of islands in the
southern Pacific from about 1000 BC. Although probably sighted
by the Dutch in 1722, the first European visitor was French in
1768. Treaties were signed between the Chiefs and European
nations in 1838-39. Continuing strife among the chiefs was
compounded by British, German and US rivalry for influence. In
the Treaty of Berlin 1889 the three powers agreed to Western
Samoa’s Independence and neutrality. When unrest continued,
the treaty was annulled and Western Samoa became a German
protectorate until in 1914 it was occupied by a New Zealand
expeditionary force. The Island was administered by New Zealand
from 1920 to 1961. On 1 Ian. 1962 Western Samoa gained
independence. In July 1997 the country renamed Its^ the
Independent State of Samoa.
TERRITORY AND POPULATION
Samoa lies between 13® and 15® S. lat and 171® and 173* W. long.
It comprises the two large islands of Savai’i and Upolu, the smsdl
islands of Manono and Apolima, and several uninhabited Islets
lying off the coast. The total land area is 2,785 sq. km {1,075 sq.
miles), of vriiich 1,694 sq. km (654 sq. miles) are in Savai’i and
1,091 sq. km (421 sq, miles) in Upolu (including Manono and
Apolima). The islands are of volcanic origin, and the coasts are
surrounded by coral reefs. Rugged mountain ranges form the core
of both main islands. The large area laid waste by lava-flows
in Savai’i Is a primary cause of that island supporting less than
one-third of the population of the islands despite its greater size
than Upolu,
The population was 187,820 at the 2011 census; density, 67 per
sq. km. The population at the 2011 census was 143,418 in Upolu
(including Manono and Apolima) and 44,402 in Savai’i. The
capital and chief port is Apia in Upolu (population 36,735 in
2011). In 2011, 201% of the population lived in urban are4S.
The UN gives an estimated population for 2015 of 193,000.
The official languages are Samoan and English,

National Anthem
‘Samoa, tula'i ma sisi ia laufu’a ('Samoa, Arise and Raise your
Banner’); words and tune by S. I. Kuresa.
RECENT ELECTIONS
In elections on 4 March 2011 the Human Ri^ts Protection
Party (HRPP) won 36 seats, against 13 for the Tautua Samoa
Party. Turnout was 871%.
Tuiatua Tupua Tamasese Efi was elected head of state
unanimously by the Legislative Assembly on 16 June 2007. He
was re-e!ectw unopposed for a second term in July 2012.
CURRENT GOVERNMENT
Head of State: Tuiatua Tupua Tamasese Efi: b. 1938 (in office
since 20 June 2007).
In March 2015 the cabinet was composed as follows:
Prime Minister, and Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade,
and Finance: Tuila’epa Sailde Malidegaoi; b. 1945 (Human Ri^ts
Protection Party, sworn in 23 Nov. 1998, and re-elected in March
2001, March 2006 and March 2011),
Deputy Prime Afinisfer and Minister of Commerce, Industry and
Labour Fontoe Pierre Lauofo.
Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries: Lemaraea RopatL
Communications and Information Technology: Tuisugaletaua Sofara
Aveau. Education, Sports and Culture: Magele Mauiliu Magele.
Health; Tultama Leao Tuitama. Justice and Courts Administration:
Fiame Naomi Mataafe. Natural Resources and Environment:
Faamoetauloa Faale. Police and Prisons: Sala Fata Pinati. Public
Enterprises; Lautafi Pio Selafi Purcell. Revenue; TuUoma
Pule Lameko. Women, Community and Social Development:
Tolofuaivalelei Falemoe Lelataua. Works, Transportation and
Infrastructure: Manualesegalala Enokati Posala.
Government Website: http://www.govt.ws
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CURRENT LEADERS
Tuila'epa Sallele Malletegaol
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Prime Minister
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. Introduction
Tuila’epa Sailele Malielegaoi became prime minister in Nov. 1998
and won further terms in March 2001, March 2006 and March
2011. He is leader of the Human Rights Protection Party (HRPP),
the traditional ruling party of Samoa since 1982.
Early Ufi
Tuila'epa Sailele Malielegaoi was born on 14 April 1945 in Lepa,
Samoa. He was educated in Samoa and at New Zealand's
Auckland University, graduating with a masters degree (the first
Samoan to do so) in commerce in 1969.
In 1978 he moved to Brussels to work for the European
Economic Community. He entered Samoa's parliament two years
later while working as a partner in the accounting firm Coopers
and Lybrand. He was elected to the premiership after former
prime minister Tofilau Ed Alesana retired in 1998.
Career in Office
■
Malielegaoi has aimed to diversify an economy dependent on
fishing and agriculture and susceptible to natural disasters, focusing
particularly on the tourism industry. In Aug. 2004 his government
introduced internet access to assist economic developmenL
Malielegaoi has also been keen to promote education in Samoa.
There Is a scholarship scheme ofiering study opportunities in New
Zealand, Australia and the Fiji Islands, and in Jan. 2003 a new
inter-denominational Christian secondary school was opened The
police and health sectors have also received increased funding. In
Jan. 2004 parliament voted to abolish the death penalty and in the
same year Australia provided $A7m. to fund training of Samoan
security forces.
In foreign relations, Malielegaoi has pursued dose relations
with China. China agreed to help build an a<juatic centre in
Samoa for the 2007 South Pacific Games and has been aiding tiie
construction of new buildings for the Samoan parliament and
Justice Department. Japan has also invested in Samoa, providing
funding for education and vocational training and for land
redevelopment In 2004 Samoa hosted the 35th Pacific Foruih,
which concentrated on regional economic and political co
operation and the Pacific-wi^ campaign to tackle HIV and AIDS.
Malielegaoi was re-elected for a third term when his Human
Rights Protection Party won the March 2006 election. In May
2007 King Malietoa Tanumafili II died after 45 years on the
throne, having been appointed king for life at independence in
1962. Under the constitution, bis successor, Tuiatua Tupua
Tamasese Efi, was elected for a five-year term by Oie Legislative
Assembly in June 2007 (and re-elected unopposed In JuW 2012).
Opposition to controversial road traffic legislation by
Malielegaoi (changing the driving side from right to left), which
took effect in Sept 2009, had earlier led to defections fiom the
HRPP and to the formation in 2008 of two new political parties—
the Tautua Samoa Party and the People’s Party. In elections in
March 2011 the HRRP won a landslide victory, heralding a fourth
term for the premier.
At the end of 2011 Samoa crossed westward over the
international date line for trading reasons (to align with Australia
and New Zealand) and effectively erased a day ftom its calendar.
In May 2012 Samoa acceded to the World Trade Organization
as its 155th member, and in June that year fiie country celebrated
SO years of independence from New Z^and.
ECONOMY
Agriculture accounted for 9-7% of GDP in 2010, Industry 28-1%
and services 62-296.
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Overview
Two-thirds of the population are employed in agriculture, which
accounts for 90% of exports (principally coconuts and its
by-products, plus coffee). Tourism contributes 25% of GDP and
its importimee U increasing, with avUtion and infrastructural
reforms and redevelopment foUowli^ a tsunami in 2009 helping
boost visitor numbers.
Deregulation has spurred growth in the financial sector, while
the government deficit fell to 6% of GDP in 2011 as a result of
improved fiscal disdpline.
Currency
.
The unit of currency is the tela (WST) of 100 sene. There was
inflation of 2-9% in 2011 and 6-2% in 2012, but then deflation of
0-2% in 2013, Foreign exchange reserves were US$94m. in July
2005. Total money supply was 133m. tala in June 2005.
Budget
.
.
.
The fiscal year begins on 1 July. For 2008-09 revenue was
SA$492-0m. (tax revenue, 66-0%); expenditure, SA$551-0m.
(current expen^ture, 64-7%).
VAT. is 12-5%.
Performance
The economy grew by 5-2% in 2011 and 1-5% in 2012, but shrank
by M% in 2013. Total GDP in 2013 was US$0-8bn.
Banking and Finance
The Central Bank, of Samoa (founded 1984) U the bank, of Issue.
The Governor U Atalina Enari, There is one development .bank.
Commercial banks include; ANZ, Industrial Bank, International
Business Bank Corporation, National Bank of Samoa, Samoa
Conunerdal Bank and Westpac Bank Samoa.
External debt totalled US$308m. in 2010 and represented 56-6%
of GNI.
.
ENER6Y AND NATURAL RESOURCES
Environment
Samoa’s carbon dioxide emissions from the consumption and
flaring of fossil Aids in 2008 were the equivalent of 0-8 tonnes per
capita.
Electricity
.
Installed capacity in 2011 was estimated at 42,000 kW. Production
was 114m. kWh. in 2011 and consumption per capita 608 kWh.
Agriculture
.
in 2002 there were 60,000 ha. of arable land and 69,000 ba. of
permanent cropland. The main products (2002, in 1,000 tonnes)
are coconuts 040), bananas (22), taro (17), copra (11) and
pineapples (5).
Livestock (2003 estimates): pigs, 201,000; cattle, 29,000; asses,
7,000.
Forestry
.
Forests covered 017m. ha. (60% of the land area) in 2010. Timber
production was 76,000 cu. metres in 2011.
Fisheries
Pish landings in 2009 totalled 13,279 tonnes,
INDUSTRY
Some industrial activity is being developed associated with
agricultural products and forestry.
Labour
In 2001 the total labour force numbered 52,945 (36,739 males).
INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Imports and Exports
In 2005 imports were valued at 647m. tala and exports at 236m.
tala. Main imports are machinery and transport equipment,
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foodstuffs and basic manufactures. Prindpal exports are coconuts,
palm oil, taro and taamu, coffee and beer. New Zealand is the
prindpal import sourly, accounting for 39-2% of imports in 2004.
Australia was the largest e:q)ort market in 2004, accounting
for 71-5% of exports. Australia is the second biggest supplier of
Imports and the USA the second biggest export market
COMMUNICATIONS
Roads
In 2002 the road netwoHc covered 790 km, of which 23S km were
main roads. In 2005 there were 5,920 passenger cars plus 4,600
lorries and vans in use.
Civil Ariatlon
There is an international airport at Apia (Faleolo), which handled
321,973 passengers and 1,175 tonnes of freight in 2009. The
national carrier is Virgin Samoa, known until 2011 as Polynesian
Blue. In 2007 it operated domestic services and international
flights to Auckland, Brisbane and Sydney.
Shipping
In fan. 2009 there were four ships of 300 GT or over registered,
totalling 9,000 GT.
Telecommunications
There are three radio communication stations at Apia, Radio
telephone service connects Samoa with American Samoa, the Fiji
Islands, New Zealand, Australia, Canada, USA and UK. In 2008
there were 28,800 main (fixed) telephone lines; mobile phone
subscribers numbered 124,000 in 2008 (69-3 per 100 persons).
There were 9,000 internet u^s bi 2008.
SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Justice
The population in penal institutions in 2012 was approximately
430 (228 per 100,000 of national population). The death penalty,
not used in more ffian 50 years, was abolished in 2004
Education
There were 30,000 pupils at primary schools in 2008-09 with
1.000 teaching staff and 25,000 pupils at secondary schools with
1.000 teaching staff. The University of the South Pacific has a
School of Agriculture In Samoa, at Apia. A National Umversity
was established in 1984. In 2006 It had 2,298 students and 151
academic staff. There is also a Polytechnic Institute that provides
mainly vocational and training courses.
The adult literacy in 2009 was estimated at 98-8%.

In 2008 public expenditure on education came to 5-7% of GDP
and 13'4% of total government spending.
HeaHh
In 2002 there were 33 general hospitals (with 320 beds), one
private hospital, 11 district hospitals and 12 primary health care
centres. In 2002 there were 43 physicians, six dentists, 333 nurses
and 13 midwfves.
RELIGION
According to the Pew Research Center’s Forum on Religion 8c
Public Life, an estimated 96-8% of the population were Christians
in 2010 with 2-5% having no religious afflllation.
CULTURE
Press
There are two dailies, plus a weekly, a fortnightly and a monthly.
The most widely read newspaper is the independent Samoa
Observer.
Tourism
In 2008 there were 122,163 foreign tourists.
DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATIVES
Of Samoa in the United Kingdom and to the European Union
High Commissioner Fatumanava Dr Pa'olelei Luteru (resides in
Brussels).
Honorary Consul Prunella Scarlett, LVO (Church Cottage,
Pedlinge, Nr Hythe, Kent, CT12 5JL).
Of the United Kingdom in Samoa
High Commissioner Jonathan Sinclair, LVO (resides in
Wellington).
OfSamoa in the USA and to the United Nations
(800 Second Ave., Suite 400J, New York, NY 10017)
Ambassador: Ali’ioaiga Feturi Biisaia.
Of the USA in Samoa
Ambassador Mark Gilbert (resides in Wellington).
Of Samoa to die European Union
Ambassi^r. Fatumanava Dr Pa’olriei Luteru.
FURTHER READING
National Statistical Office: Samoa Bureau of Statistics ,{SBS). Ministry of
Hnance, Level 1. Govemmeiit Building (MPMO), P. O. Box 1151, Apia.
Website: http://www4bs.gov.w5

The world in focus at
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^ VANUATU

Santo, Malekula, Epi, Pentecost, Aoba, Maewo, Paama, Ambrym^
Bfate, Erromanga, Tanna and Aneityum. They also claim Matthew
and Hunter islands. Population at ^e 2009 census, 234,023 giving
a density of 19-2 per sq. km.
The UN i^es an estimated populatioti for 2015 of 264,000.
In 2009, 75-6N of the population lived in rural areas, Port
Vila (the capital) had a 2009 census population of 44,040 and
Luganville 13,167.
.
39% of the population is under ISyears of age, 55% between
the ages of 15 and 59 and 6% 60 or over.
The national language is Bislama (spoken by 57% of the
population): En^h and French are also official languages; about
30,000 spes^ French.
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SOCIAL STATISTICS
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2008 estimates; births, 7,100; deaths, 1,200. Rates, 2008 estimates
(per 1,000' population): births, 30 2; deaths, 5-0. Annual
population grou^ rate, 2000-08, 2-6%. Life expectancy, 2013, was
69'7 years for males and 73'8 years for females. Inftnt mortality,
2010, 12 per 1,000 live births; fertility rate, 2008, 4-0 births per
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the climate is tropical, but moderated by oceanic influences and
by trade winds from May to Oct. Hi^ humidity occasionally
occurs and cyclones ate possible. Rainfall ranges from 90’
(2,250 mm) in the south to 155* (3,875 mtn) in the north. Vila,
Jan.
(26-rC), July 72*F (22-2"C). Annual rainfall 84"
{2,103 mm).
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CONSTITUTION AND GOVERNMENT
Le^slative power resides in a S2-member uidcameral Parliament
elected for a term of four years. The President is elected for a fiveyear term by an electoral 'coUege comprising Parliament and
the presidents of the 11 region^ councfls. Executive power is
vested in a Council of Ministers, responsible to Pariiament, and
appointed and led by a Prime Minister who is elected from and
Parliament
.
.
There is also a Council of Chi^, comprising traditional tribal
leaders, to advise on matters of custom.

Ripabllk blong Vanuatu
(Republic of Vanuatu!
Capital: Port Vila
Population estimate, 2015; 264,000
GNI per capita^ 2013 : {P?P$) 2.652
HDI/worldrank, 201$: Q-6l6(in
Internet domain extension: .vu

■
'

K6Y HISTORICAL EVENTS
Vanuatu occupies the group of islands formerly known as the
New Hebrides, to the southwestern Pacific Ocean. Gap't Bligh and
his companions, cast adrift by the Bounty mutineers, sailed
through part of the island group in 1789. Sandalwood merchants
and European missionaries came to the Islwds in the mld-lShh
century and were then followed by cotton planters—mostly
French and Brltisb—in L868. In re^onse to Australian calls
to annexe the islands, Britain and France agreed on joint
supervision. Joint sovereignty was held over the indigenous
Melanesian people but each nation retained responsibility for its
own nationals according to a.protocol of 1914. The island group
escaped Japanese Invasion ^ing die Second World War and
became an Allied base. On 30 July 1980 New Hebrides became an
independent nation under the name of Vanuatu, meanlog *Our
Land Poreveri.
■
TERRITORY AND POPULATION
Vanuatu comprises 83 islands (65 of which are inhabited), which
lie rou^ly 800 km west of the Fiji Islands and 400 km northeast
of New Caledonia. The estimated land area is 12,190 sq. km
(4,706 sq. miles). The larger islands of the group are: (Espiritu)

National Anthem
.
'Yumi, yumi, yumi i glat blong talem se, yumi, yumi, yumi i man
blong Vanuatu’ {‘We, we, we are glad to tell, we, we, we are the
people of Vanuatu’); wor^ and tune by F. Vincent Ayssav.
'
RECENT ELECTIONS
Baldwin Lonsdale was elected president on 22 Sept. 2014 by
an Sectoral college after a series of votes in the eighth round
of voting, receiving 46 of 58 votes. Ihere were 12 other candidates
in the election.
Parliamentary elections were held on 30 Oct. 2012. The Party
of Our land (Vanua’aka PatlA^) won 8 of 52 seats, the People’s
Progress Party {Parti Progressiste Populaire/PPP) 6, the Union of
Moderate Parties (Union des Partis Moder6s/UMP) S, the Ground
and Justice Party (Giaon mo Jastis Pati/GJP) 4> the National
United Party/NUPj 4, die Green Confederation Party/GCP 3,
lauko Group 3, N^amel 3 and Reunification of Movement for
C^iange 3. A nund>er of smaller parties each took one or two seats.
Turnout was 63-2%.
CURRENT GOVERNMENT
President: Baldwin Lonsdale (since 22 Sept 2014).
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In March 2015 the goveroment comprised; •
Prime Minister. Joe Natuman; b. 1952 (VP; since 15 May 2014).
Deputy Prime Minister, and Minister^ Trade and Commerce:
Ham Lini Vamoararoa.
,
,
Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries: David TosuL
Ciimate Change; James Buie. Education: Bob Loughman. Finance:
Maki SimelujQ. Foreign Affairs and External Trade: Sato KUman
iivtanVariu. Health: George Andre WeUs. Injrastructure and
Public Utilities: Esmon Sae. Internal Affairs: Chariot Salwai
Tabfmasmas. Justice Alfred Cariot. lands; Ralph R^envaau.
Youth and Sports; Don Ken,
• '
Government Website: httpd/vfww.governinentofyanuatu.gov.vu
CURRENT LEADERS
Joe Natuman
Position
Prime Miaistec

.

Introduction
‘
Joe Natuman was appointed prime minister on IS May 2014 after
his predecessor, Moana Carcasses KalosU, lost a parliamentary
confidence vote. A member of the Party of Our Land {Vanua’aka
Pati), Natuman is the third person to hold the office sinc4 the
general election of 2012.
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Early Ufi
Natuman was bom on 24 Nov, 1952 on the island of Tanna. He
graduated from the University of the South Pacific in the Fiji
Islands in 1978. He then entered the civil service, working his
way through the ranks to serve as first secretary to the prime
minister’s office from 1987 until 1991. On leaving the service,
Natuman returned to the University of the South Pacific to work
as a ne^strar..
In 1995 he successfully stood as the Vanua’aka candidate for
Tanna, a constituency he.has served
since. He subsequently
held several senior positions in government, including two stints
as minister of education (in 1998 and 2004). In 2010 he became
minister for foreign affairs, external trade and communications
in the government of Edward Natapei, before retumiog to the
opposition benches when Sato Kllman came to power in June

2011.

.

In May 2014 a surprise vote of no-confidence was brought by
the opposition against Prime Minister Moana Carcasses Kalosil. It
was carried by 35 votes against 11 abstentions. In the subsequent
vote to determine KalosU's successor, Natuman—who was at that
time serving as leader of government business—was the only
nominee. He was endorsed by 40 of 52 votes cast.
.
Cflfeer in Office
In an address to the United Nations General Assembly on
29 Sept 2014, Natuman said that Vanuatu faced an ‘existential
thread and urged foe iotemational community to unite to address
the issue of climate change,
’
'
He appointed a diverse cabinet on coming to power, including
two former prime ministers. Among them was Sato Kilman, who
took the foreign a^irs portfolio. Kilman and Natuman have
previously disagreed over the prominent local issue of West
Papuan independence, with foe latter supporting the population’s
ri^tto sdf-determination,
DEFENCE
Vanuatu does not have an army but there is a Vanuatu Police
Force and a paramilitary Vanuatu Mobile Force.
ECONOMY
In 2011 agri^tiu-e accounted for 25-2% of GDP. industry 10-7%
end services 64-1%.
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Overview
The largest economic sectors are agriculture, fishing, offehore
fioanciai services and tourism. Efibits have been made to boost
toiuism by improving air connections and cruise ship facilitiw.
The export base is narrow, consisting mainly ofcxipra, beef, c^coa,
timber and coffee. Remittances from seasonal workers in-New
Zealand are the country’s second largest foreign exchange earner.
Australia and New Zea!^d are also foe source df foreign aid.
GDP grew at over 5% per year between 2005 ai^ 2008 and
even reached 3*S% in 2009 at the height of foe {d°hal financial
crisis. Growth was particularly strong in telecommunications,
agriculture and the hospitality sector. Public debt amounts to
21-5% of GDP.
'
Currenqr
'
The unit of currency is the vatu (VUV) with no minor unit. There
was inflation in 2012 of 14% and 1-3% in 2013. Forrign exchange
reserves in July 2005 were US$60in, arid total money supply Was
14373ITL vatu.
•
.
Buciget
'
In 2008 revenues totalled 16,997m. vatu and expenditures
15,121ni. vatu. Tax revenue accounted for 69-5% of revenues in
2008; current eqienditure accounted for 77-6% of expenditures.
VAT is I2-596.
Performance
Vainuatu experience a two-year recesrion in 20Q1 and 2002,
when the economy contracted by 3-5% and 44% respectivtdy, The
economy has since recovered, and although it has slowed there
were still GDP growfo rates of l-2% in 2011, I 8% in 2012 and
2-2% in2013.TotalGDPin 2013 wasUS$0-8bn.
Banking and Finance
The Reserve Bank of Vanuatu (Governpr, Simeon Athy) is the
centra] bank and bank of issue. There is also foe state-owned
National Bank, plus three other bonks—ANZ Bank Ltd, Westpac
Banking Coip. and BRED. Total assets and liabilities of
cominerdalbanksatSl Dee. 2009 were 80,527m. vatu.
External debt totalled US$I4fim. in 2010 and represented 20-9%
of GNI.
'
ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES
Emdrontnent
Vanuatu’s carbon dioxide emissions from the consumption and
flaring of fossil fuels in 2008 were foe equivalent of 0*5 tonnes per
capita.
■
,
Electricity
.
Electrical capacity in 2011 was 31,000 kW. Production in 2011
was about 68m. kWh and consumption per capita an estimated
280 kWh.
'
Agriculture
’
About 65% of the labour force are employed in agriculture. In
2007 there were approximately 20,000 ha. of arable land and
85.000 ha. of permanent crops. The main commercial crops are
copra, coconuts, cocoa and coffee. Production (2003 estimates, in
1.000 tonnes); coconuts, 206; copra, 23; bananas, 14; groundnuts,
2. 60% of the population are engaged in subsistence agriculture;
yams, taro, cassava, sweet potatoes and bananas are grown for
local ConsumptionLivestock (2003 estimates); cattle, 130,000: pigs, 62,000; goats,
12,000; horses. 3,000.

Forestry
There were 0-44m. ha. of forest in 2010 (36% of the land area).
In 2011,119.000 cu. metres of roundwood were cut
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Fisheries
Fish landings in 2010 totalled 97,60? tonnes. The principal catch
is tuna.
INDUSTRY
Principal industries iridude copra.processing, meat canning and
fish heezing, a saw-miU, soft drinks ^ctories and a print worlu.
In 2011 industry accounted for 10-79fc of GDP, with
manufitcturing contributing 48%.
INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Imports and Exports
In 2007 imports (fjj.b.) amounted to US$201-7m, (US$159-Im.
in 2006); exports (f.o.b.) US$29-9m. (US$367m. in 2006). In 2007
the main import suppliers were Australia, New Zealand, Singapore,
the Fiji Islands and China. The main export destinatioas were,the
Philippines, New Caledonia, the Fiji Islands, Japan and Singapore.
The mdn e^orU are copra, beef, timber, cocoa and cc^ee.
COMMUNICATIONS
Roads
.
In 2002 there were 1,070 km. of roads, about 260 km paved,
mostly on Efate Island and Espiritu Sinto. There were estirdated
to be 8,200 passenger cars and 2,100 conunerdal vehides iii lise
U12002.
Clvi} Aviation
There is an international airport at Bauerfield Port Vila. In
2003 the state-owned Air Vanuatu flew to Auckland, Brisbane,
Honiara, Nadi, Noumea and Sydney. Domestic services were
provided by Vanair, a subsidiary of Air Vanuatu. In 2003
scheduled airline traffic of Vanuatu-based carriers Hew 3m. km,
carrying 83,000 passengers (all on international fl^ts).
Shipping
.
,
In Jan. 2009 there were 57 ships of 300 GT or over registered,
totalling l-41m. GT. Vanuatu k a ‘flag of convenience’ country.
The chief ports are Port Vila and Santo.
,
Telecommunications
In 2008 titere were 10,400 main (fixed) telephone lines; mobile
phone subscribers numbered 36,000 in 2008 (15-4 per iOQ
penons). There were 17,000 internet users in 2008.
SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS

-

Justice
The legal system is based on British common law and French civil
law. TTiere is a Supreme Court with a Chief Justice and a
Magistrates Court
The death penalty was abolished in 1980. The population
in pend institutions In Dec. 2012 was 194 (76 per 100,000 of
national population).
'
Education
In 2006 there were 1,316 pupils with 111 teaching staff in
pre-primary schools. There were 38,000 pupils in primary schools

in 2007 with 2,000 teaching staff, and 18,000 pupils in secondary
schools in 2009. There is a campus of the Univenity of the South
Pacific at Port Vila and a Vanuatu Institute of Technology. The
adult literacy rate in 2009 was an estimated 82-0%. In 2009 public
expenditure on education came to 5-0% of GDP.
Haatth
There were 30 physicians and 360 nursing and midwifery
persoQiiel in 2004; and 41 hospital beds per 10,000 population
in 2005.
RELIGION
In 2010 an estimated 93-3% of the population were Christians
(mainly Protestants) and 41% folk reli^onists according to the
Pew R^earch Centers Forum on ReUgion & Public Life.
CULTURE
World Heritage Sites
Vanuatu has one site on the UNESCO World Heritage List; Chief
Roi Mata’s Domain (inscribed on the list in 2008), three sites on
the islands of Bfate, Lelepa and Artok tiiat contain the chiefs
residence end burial chamber.
Prws
In 2008 there was one daily newspaper (the Vanuatu Daily Post)
with a circulation of 3,000.
Tourism
In 2011 there were a record 248,898 non-resident visitor arrive
(154,938 by cruise ship and 93,960 by air), up from 237.648 in
2010 and 225.452 in 2009.
DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATIVES
OfVanuatuin the United Kingdom
High Commissioner. RoyMick^ Joy (resides in Brussels).
Of the Umted Kingdom in Vanimtu (High Commission in Port
Vila closed in Oct. 2005)
.
High Commissioner. Dominic Meildejobo, OB£ (resides in
Hmuaia, Sc4oinon Islands).
,
Of the USA in Vaivuatu
Ambassador Walter North (resides in Port Moresby,
Papua New Guinea).
Qf Vanuatu to the United Nations
Arnbass^r. Odo Tevi.
.
Of Vanuatu to the European Union
Ambossodon Roy Mlck^ Joy.
FURTHER READING
Miles, W. F. S., Bridging Mtntal Boundarits in a Pastcohnial Microcosms
Identity and Development in Vanuatu. 199$
National Statistical
Vanuatu Statistics Office, Private Mail Bag 019,
.
:
Port Vila
Webtite: http://www,vaso.gov.vu
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TONGA

efo^
Eacji

up into the foUowiiig poups (readii:^ fiom north to south);
^e NiiiaSj' Vaw’u, Har»pai;Tongatapii 4iid ’Eiia. the, three main
^dupfi'hotb itoih hlstorii^ and administrative significance, are
Tdhgatapu ia the sbutKi Ha'apai in the'cehure ^d VaVa’u in the
north-'(>ftsu8 ^pulitioh (2011) 103,252!'den8lty,'138 per sq. to.
In 20U‘, 23-5% bfthe^opulatidn lived In urban areas. ' '
' The UN ^es an estiinated population for 2015 of 106,000.
The capital is Nuku’do& on Toi^tapu; populatidn (2011),
36,045 (urfjanpopulation, 24,229). ,
There axe five divisions romprising 23 districts;

ition
N3.:p^

Vaya'vjOr^up.
25 mi

TONGA

Koiv
Group
Ho'-opo/ (^oup
^di'Ton^ ahd ^gli^'hre teCo^fired as offidal languMges.

Nomuka Group

^Ofu Tofu Group

/i.

NUKU'ALOBf

SOCIAL STATISTICS r,

PACIF/C

:

- Tongafapu
OCEAN
•Grpup
. ,
,
':^honuf. '" \

.

CLIMATE
'

'

O Reaearch Machines pic 2006

oj

PiiU'a'ngd Fakatu'i^otbnga
(Kingdom of Tonga)

,

'

,

Capital Nuku’alofe
^pp^tipp.estimat^ 2015:1(^6,000

,

.

: ^r- ;

'

•%• .• /

• •;

I-' ••

GenerUlfy d healthy dimat^ dfiioligh Jan; to March'hot
andbuniid, Wjth tempefatuf^.bf 90^ (32-2*C)^'Raih&tl'^oahts
afe-'colinpi^fiVcly highj-being greatest from Deci to MardL
Nuku'alpfa,'Janv'25f8*Q JUly’21-3tG. Annual rain:^ 1,643'mm.
Vava'u, Jan. 27-3*C July 23-4®C. Annual rainfidl 2,034 nun.

CpNsfljUTIpN ANDGO^^^

.

...............
.
,

,

.

HDX/M-drW m«fc20W: 0-705/100= :i

Iri^fietdomainextensid^"!t6 '

:

Births, 2008 estimates, 2,900; deaths, 600; marriages (Tpngatapu
oply)4 892;,.,^yorccs, .9$, ^ectation of We,.2,0J3r m^bs,
69-8.ye£i^.'f^'ei^‘,
pc^mlation
266O7O8,
lii&itpiPr^ty/idio, 13 p^iiW&iiyebii^s. Futility wfft
• 200.8,,'d^'bii^'&'^ir^itian;'.'' '■

,

..
'

■'

..

"

V

KEY HISTORICAL EVENTS
' ?' ' !
‘rhV.'fon|atep.u^'^i^. qf l4)ahds'ih/^e'jouth'''we8tero.PaMc
^ceah.yere-’discqvere4‘raahiah.,in, 16^,., The I^g'dqfn, pf
tiph|a at&in4d;.T^ty pp^et.Tai^’ah^
(Geprge,!) who
b^'^e r^’i^.Ws'Qaj^e Ha’apel m t^20j pf ^ava’u m. ld33jaj^d
p/.tongatflpu,.^^’i^5lBt 1^^ the Jcjhgdpih bad convert^ to
(^ristitoty- III
die tog,gran^^edpm,from nrhit^arx ^e
of: miqor chiefs, anfl.. extenfied. land; .ri^te.; These institotional
dianges, tog^er widi the establishment of a parliament of chiefs,
paved the way totvards a democ^Clc cqnstitutioa. By the AngloGerman y^eement of 14f^cH’-''i899, the tpn^tslands bet^e a
British protectorate. The protectorate was dissolved.-on.4-Juo'e
i970.when Tonga, the only'.ancient kingdom surviving from fire
pre-Europew period in Polynesia, achieved hidependehce vrithin
the Commonwealth.
' '
TERRITORY AND POPULATION ............................
;
Tiie'^gddm 'consists of wine' 169 islands end islets with a t6'^
area, including 30 sq. km of inland waters plus uninhabited
islands, of 748 sq. km (269 sq. miles), and lies between:15°;and
23^:30' iS. lat Bnd.l73’ arid'177® W. long, Its-vrestem'bdiifldaiy
being file eastern boondary'of the K)i Islands. The^slands ere Split

The freigning iKing is Tupon^VI -(^Aho'ettu • ‘Unuaki‘dtonga
TukU^Dl^pou VI), bom 12 July 1959, succeeded on 18 Mardi
2012pn:thedeafliofhisbrother,Georg®Tupoa'V..:
•••
/. The cumeQt Constitution is. based on theojie granted in 1875.
It was last,toen.ded in^OlO in order to .ensict electoral reforms, to
provide psrliament ^th greater constitutional powas.wd.tp
r^uce jnonarcblcsl' influence on .exeputiye.nistters, ;T^ere is a
Cabinrt,: J-egislatiye:.^sembly and;JpdicietyTlre,28,-m^i^ ^^siaiive A^sfttbly is composed of 17. elected
rep^septa^ves.^^of ^ P.^P^
npbles elected by,their pe^s
and tiro «
memb^, ;Mor;tp toe Nov. 2010 decfion mere
were 32 met^.er^ of
v^sre elected represeUtafiy^
of .‘^e peppip (pi^ the.nihe nobles dected by their pem and dso
14's®^lnt^.'n^^e^)/
Natibiial'A'Rthe'm • ' • • ' ■ '
'■
'
. ■
‘E 'Otua, Mafimafi, kp ho 'BMtT 'eiki Kpe’ (‘Oh Almighty God
above, thou art our Lord and sure defence’); words % Prince
Udi^tocJ^guTUpoun^hi, tuneby lCG. Schmifi.
'^
'

RECENT ELECTIONS

:

. :

Electrons'iwre heldbti 27 Nov.-2014 for toe l/elected seats. The
Democratic' Party-of'lheT^wiiiy Islands woii iune"seats and
indc^hde^thfiodidateAd^t.''
'' ...............'

CURRENTGpVeliNM^J^T

..

i/'/.r;. .<•

'

..

In March 2015 toe government comprised:
.................
Prime Minister, and Ministerfor Foreign A^irs and TrMe, arid
Education and Tmfnihg; ‘Aldllsi Pohiva (in office since SOOec.
2014).
;
r-‘
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Deputy Prime Minister, and Minister for Environment, Energy,
Climate Change, Disaster Management, Meteorology, Information
and Communications: Skosi SovaleziL
Minister for Agriculture, Food, Forestry and Fisheries: Semisi
Pakahu. Commerce, .Tourism and labour, and Police, Prisons and
Fire Services; Pohiva Tuionetoa. Finance and National Planning.
‘Aisa^e Valu Eke. Health: Dr Saia Ma'u Piukala. Infrastructure
and 'Norks: 'Btuate Sungalu Lavulavu. Internal A^irs, Wornen,
Culture, Youth and Sportr. Sosefo Fe'ao Vak^. Justicei Sitme Vuna
Fa’otuak. Lands, Survey and Natural Resources, and D^nce:
Lord Ma'afu. Public Enterprises: Foaai Mataele Tei Revenue and
Customs: Tevita Lavemaau.
Government Website: hHpy/ww.tongaportaJ.gov.to
CURRENT LEADERS
Samlue(a.'Akilist Pohiva
Portion
Prime Minister
Introduction
‘Akilisi Pohiva became Tonga's dr$t democratically'elected prime
minister on 30 Dec 2014. The former teacher has campaigned for
democracy and restraints on monarchical potver for de^es.
BarlyLtfe
'A^si Pohiva was bom on 7 April 1941 in Fakakakai, a village
in Tonga's Ha^apai archipdago. Having earned a certificate from
-Tupou College in 1961, he b^an a tea^ng career. He graduated
in education from the University of the South Padfic in 1978 and
tau^t in various institutions until 1982, when he took a job at the
National Office for Disaster Relief and Reconstruction. At this
time Pohiva became active ta Tonga’s pro-democra^ rabvemenL
He became known as a whistleblower against oifidid cormption.
leaving him a target for the ruling elite, particularly King
Taufi'ahau Tupou IV.
,
Elected to Tonga’s legislature in 1987, Pohiva co*founded
the Friendly tglands Human Rights 8t Democracy Movement In
1996 he
the editor of the Tonga Times were arrested and
imprisoned after publishing an article alleging that the king had a
secret fortune. Charged with sedition, Poluva was subsequenfiy
acquitted but was arrested again in 2007 for an aUeged role in.
riots in the capital, Nuku'alo& the previous year that daimed
ei^tlhrea.'
.
'
'
Pohiva’s demands for democratic reform became more potent
after the global financial crisis in 2008-09, which hit Tonga hard.
Rates of unemployment and poverty spiralled and there were
frequent breakdovms in law end order amid corruption scandals.
Haying narrowly lost the 2010 parllairi^tary election to Lord
Tu'hfai^o, Pohiva took dn the Incumbent deputy prinle minister,
Samiu Vaipulu, in le^slative' polls oh 27 Nov. 2014. After almost
five weeks of political wrangling, be emerged victorious, collecting
15 of 26 parliamentarians’ votes to become the country’s first
demoaaticaUy-elected prime minister. >
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Navy
A coastal naval force operating several small patrol boats is based
at Touliki, in Nuku'alo^
Air Force
An Air Force was created in 1996. There is also a small naval
aviation unit
ECONOMY
In 2010 agriculture accounted for 19% of GDP, industry 20% and
services 61%.
Overview
Tonga is heavily reliant on remittances, averaging around 32% of
GDP since the early 2000s. The main source of remittances is the
USA, followed by New Zealand and Australia. A^piculture accounts
for 19% of GDP. Tourism is the second largest source of foreign
exchange and a k^ sector of growth, accounting for 8% of GDP.
The global downturn saw growth fall to 0-9% in 2009 as a result
of a sharp fall In remittances, as well as the increased cost of food
and fuel imports. Domestic economic activity rebounded with
growth of 1-8% in 2011,'driven by donor-funded construction and
infrastructure projects as well as increased tourism. Tonga suffers
' from chronic trade defidts, with a fiscal deficit of 6% of GDP.
The economy has underperformed relative to other Pacific
Island countries and is vulnerable to external shocks since it relies
heavily on imports, particularly of food and fuel. High laboiucosts, limited export diversification and lack of long-term
investment to improve productivity and efficiency impede efforts
towards sust^able growth.
Currency
'
The unit of currency is the pn 'anga (TOP) of 100 senitl. There was
infiation of 2-0% in 2012 and 1-1% in 2013. In July 2005 foreign
exchange reserves were US849m. and total money supply was
TJ6Sm.
.
^
Budget
Revenues were T$200*3m. in 2008-09, with e:q>.end4tures
T$Z85-3m.
,
There is a consumption tax of 15%.
Performance
The economy grew by I-8% in 2011, 0-5% in 2012 and 0-8% lo
2013. Total GDP in 2013 was US$0-Sbn. Tonga ranks among
the countries most reliant on remittances from abroad, which
accounted for 26% of total GDP in 2009.
Banking and Finance
The National Reserve Bank of Tonga (Governor, Sione Ngongo
Kioa) was established in 1989 as a bank.of Issue and to manage
foreign reserves. The Bank of Tonga and the Tonga Devdopment
Bank are both situkted in Nuku’alofa with branches in the main
islands. Other coounercial banks in Nitku’alofii are ANZ Banking
Group Ltd. the MBF Sink Ltd, the National Reserve Bank of
Tonga and the Westpac Bankiog Cdrp.
External debt totted US$I44m. in 2010 and represented 39-7%
ofGNI.'
-

Career in Office
,'
,
Pohiva has said that his priority is to ‘aeate a political framework
in which every Tongan is hdd in equal value, and Justice is served
for eve^ne’. He has vowed to boost the ailing jecpnomy, which is
largely dependent on foreign aid and remittances from overseas.
He is also expected to focus on increasing productivity In
agriculture, fisheries and tourism, and has promised to reduce
spending on official travel and diplomatic nilssions.

ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES
Environment
.
Tonga's carbon dioxide emissions from the consumption and
Qari^ of fossil fuels in 2008 were the equivalent of 1-7 tonnes per
capita.

DEFENCE
Army
,
.
The Tonga Defence Services number around 450 troops.

Agriculture
'
.
In 2007 there-were appioxlmatdy 15,000 ha.'of arable land and
12.000 ha. of permanent crops. Production (2003 estimates, in

>

Electricity
Production (2011) 53m. kWh. Installed capacity (2011 estimate)
14.000 kW.
, '
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toDiies): coconuts, 58; pumpkins and squash, 20; cassava, 9|
^$4^ potatoes, 6: taro, 4;
^ plantains, 3.
Silivestock (2003 estimates): pigs, 81,000j goats, 12,000; dittle,
000; horses. 11,000.
^^qi'estiy' • ' • '
'
•
•

ised

iVal

covered 9,0OO ha. in 2010, or 13% of the land area.
FUbetlfiS
:
^
'
|'^2008 the estimated total catch was 2,141 tonn«.

md

':(n,pmstrv
,
l^e main industries produce food and beverages, paper,
{^^^s,me^andte?^es.
.

'iMTBRjiATIdNALtRADE
? impprti and E)^rte ^
,
,
.
lia 2010 imports (c.i.f.) were valued at U^158-8m- and exports
' (f.D.b.) at US$S-3m. Main imports are fpod and (tve imimals, basic
' manufactures, machinery and transport equipment, and mineral
fuels and lubricants; main exports are coconut oil, \^n^a beans,
root crops, desiccated coconut and watermelons. The leading
import suppliers in 200^ were New Zealand. (33-l%), pl;i Wands
(28-29^), Australia (12-5%) and the USA (9-896); principal e^ort
markets' wereifapan (40-6%), USA (25-0%), Austria (14-6%) and
Somh ^rea (8-3%),
■ •
-

2c

dbMMUNICATIONS

'

■Roads';'
■
•■
ia'2002 there were 680 km of roads (184 km paved). Re^stered
v^icles in 2010 numbered :S;806, including 4,411 cars and
heavy trucks and 62 motorized
fbuTr^dieeled light vehicles, 1
twor and three-wheelers. , .
• . ,
.
CivjlAyimlpn •...................
iheceiS'ah International^ort atNuku’alp^ onTon^tapu. The
■ pationfd ca^ei yras.^e state-ovmed Royal Tongan Clines, but it
b^d,pperations..ip.May 2004, oyring to fii^cial diffip4^^’
In'2009 Nui^’alo^ (Fua'Amptu International) handled 222,612
passengers and 1,417 tonnes of freight
.
.
..
Shlp'iiing ;
,
■'
,
Ih Jan. 2009 there; were 29 ships of 300 GT or over re^sfered,
totalling 6!^000 GT. The maii\ port is Nuku’alok.

0:

. . Telecommunications .
The operation of the National Telecommunication N^prk and
Services is .the responsibility, of the Tpnga, Tel^cOfhmtinicatton
C^'iimiissiPii (TCCi. rh'2008 there were 25,500 thaih (fixed)
telephone lines; mobUe phone subscribers numbered 50,500 in
2008 (48-7 per 100 persons). There were 8.400 internet users In
2008. Ucall mobile GSM digital has been in operation in Tqnga
since Dec. 2001.
! .
,

SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Justice
, ,
■
,
The judiciary is presided over by the Chief justice. The
enforcement-of justice is the responsibility of the AttorneyGeneral and the Minister of Police. In 1994 the UK ceased
appointingTongan judges and subsiding their saiSiies.

1193

The population in penal institutions in Dec. 2012 was 158
(150 per 100,000 of national population).
Education
In 2002 there were a total of 17,105 pupils with 773 teachers
in primary schools and 14,567 pupUs with 1,012 teachers in
secondary schools. There is an extension centre of the University
of the South Pacific at Nuku’alofa, a teacher training college and
three technical institutes,
•
Adult literacy in 2006 was 99-0%. In 2004 public expenditure
on education came to 50% of GDP.
Health
,:
In 2004 there were four hospitals and 29 hospital beds per 10,000
Lnhabi^ts. There were 41 physicians in 2004, 29 dentists, 316
nujxes and 20 health officers.
RELIGION
Oiristianity is the main religion, with the Free Wesleyan Church
being the largest denomination. There are also significant
numbers of Later-day Saints and Catholics as well as followers
of other religions. In Feb. 2015 there was one Roman Catholic
cardinal.
CULTURE
Press
There are no daily newspapers. There were three paid-for non:
, daily newspapers in 2006: the Tong^a Chronicle U governmentovimed M^y), the- Times 6/ Tonga and Matahp Tonga.
Tourism
.
There were 46,040 tourist arrivals by air in 2011. Tourism r^pfs
in 2011 totalled U5$32m.
DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATIVES
Of Tonga in the United Kingdom (36 Molyneux St, London,
W1H5BQ)
Commissioner: Sione Sonata Tupou.
Of the United Kingdom in Tonga (Hl^ Qoaunission in
Nuku’aloia dosed in March 2006)
High C^misrioner: Roderick Drummond (resides in Siiva,
Fiji Islands),

.

OfTongain the USA and to the United Nations (250 R 51st St,
New York, NY 10022).
..
Ambassador. Mahe Ulluli:Sandhurst Tupouniua.
Of the USA ih Tonjga
^
.
Ambassador. Frankie A. R^ (i^ides in Suva, Fiji islands).

.
'

OfTonga to the Emopean Union
Ambassador: Sipue Ngongo Kioa.
FURTHER REAblNG
’
Campbell, I. C., island Kingdom Tonga, Ancient and Modem. 1994
Wo^-BSem, E., Qttern sSlote of Tonga, The Story of an Era 1900-1955.
2000
'
'
.
■
'\
NdtfonaJ Sati^cal Office Tonga StaUstice Department P.O. Box l49,
.Noku’aJoia.
..
.
..
.
Website: 'htt{>*//wwW4pcint/prlsm/tcniga

im
hw5201^...
Op:

m
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FIJI ISLANDS
TERRITORY AND POPULATION
The Fiji Islands—often referred to just as Fiji—comprise 332
islands and islets (about one-third are inhabited) lying between
15“ and 22“ S. lat. and 174“ E. and 178“ W. long. The largest is
Vid Levu, area 10,429 sq. km (4,027 sq. miles); followed by Vanua
Levu, 5,556 sq. km (2,145 sq. miles). 'Ihe island of Rotuma (47 sq.
km, 18 sq. miles), about 12“ 30' S. Ut, 178“ E. long., was added to
the colony In 1881. Total area, 18,333 sq. km (7,078 sq. miles).
Total population (2007 census), 837,271 (females, 410,095); ethnic
groups; Fijian, 475,739; Indian, 313,798; other Pacific islanders,
15,311; part-European/European, 13,724; Rotuman, 10,335;
Chinese, 4.704; other. 3,660. Popuiatlon density (2007), 45-7 per
sq. km; 50-7% of foe population lived in urban areas in 2007.
The UN gjves an estimated population for 2015 of 893,000,
The pop^ation of the capital, Suva (including Nasinu), was
173,137 at the 2007 census. Other large towns are Lautoka
(52420), Nausori (47,604) and Nadi (42,284).
English, Fijian and Hindustani are aU official languages.

PACIFIC
OCEAN
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SOCIAL STATISTICS
2009 estimates: births, 19,000; deaths, 6,000. Rates, 2009 estimates
(per 1,000 population): birth, 22; death, 7. Annual population
growth rate, 2005-10,0-9%. Life expectancy at birth in 2013 was
67-0 years for males and 73-0 years for females. Infant mortality,
2010, 15 per 1,000 live births; fertility rate, 2008, 2-7 births per
woman.

Kai Vakaralral nl Fiji
(Republic of the Fiji islands)
Capital: Suva
Population estimate, 2015: 893,000
GNl per capita, 2013: (PPP$) 72.14
HDI/world rank, 2013:0-724/88
Internet domain extension:

CLIMATE

KEY HISTORICAL EVENTS
The Fiji Islands were first recorded in detail by Capt. Bligh after the
mutiny of the Bounty (1789). In the l9th century the demand for
sandalwood attracted merchant ships. Deserters and shipwrecked
sailors settled. Tribal wars were bloody and widespread until Fiji
was ceded to Britain on 10 Oct 1874. Fiji gained independence
on 10 Oct. 1970. It remained an independent state within the
Commonwealth with a Governor-General appointed by the Queen
until 1987. In the general election of 12 April 1987 a left-wing
coalition came to power with the support of the Indian popifiation
who outnumbered the indigenous Fijians by 50% to 44%, However,
it was overthrown in a military coup. A month later, Fiji declared
itsdf a Republic and Fj/i’s Commonwealfii membership lapsed.
In 1990 a new coalition restored civilian rule but made It
impossible for Fijian Indians to hold power. A rapprochement
with Indian leaders led to an agreement to restore multi-racial
government in 1998. Fiji iqoined die Commonwealdi in 1997. On
27 July 1998 a new constitutloD changed the country’s name from
Fiji to Fiji Islands.
A coup was staged lo May 2000 under the leadership of George
Speight, a foiled businessman. His main aim was to exclude
Indians from the government An interim government, excluding
Speight supporters, was appointed on 3 July 2000 to rule for 18
mondis. On 26 July George Speight and 400 of his supporters
were arrested. On 18 Feb. 2002 Speight was sentenced to death
aldiough this was subsequently commuted to life imprisonment
On 5 Dec. 2006 the Fiji Islands suffered their fourth coup in
less than 20 years when Commodore Frank Bainimarama ousted
Frime Minister Laisenia Qarase, pladi^ him under house arr^.
Bainimaiama assumed the powers of president and prime
minister, although he subsequently restored his predecessor, Ratu
Josefo Qoilo, to foe presidency.

A tropical climate, but oceanic influences prevent imdue extremes
of heat or humidity. The S. E. Trades blow from May to Nov.,
during which time nights are cool and rainfall amounts least.
Suva, Jan, 80“F (26-7“C), July 73“F (22-8*C). Annual rainfall 117"
(2,974 mm).
CONSTITUTION AND GOVERNMENT
The constitution of 1998 changed foe country’s name from Fiji to
Fiji Islands. Parliament was reopened in Oct. 2001, having been
suspended following a coup in May 2000. In 2006 another coup
brou^t Commodore Frank Bainimarama to power but on 9 April
2009 the court of appeal declared his government illegal and he
stood down. The next day foe president repealed the constitution
and assumed aU governing power. The court was disbanded and
Bainimarama's government restored. In March 2012 he disbanded
foe Great Council of Chiefs, which had existed in name only since
April 2007 when Bainimarama suspended its operations. It had
previously been responsible for appointing the president and
14 members of the Swate.
A new constitution received presidential assent on 6 Sept. 2013
and came into immediate effect It was drawn up by foe government
itself after proposals from an independent Constitutional Committee
were r^ect«i.
The new constitution established a single-chamber 50-seat
Parliament as the country’s supreme authority, elected every
four years by proportional representation from a single national
constituency. The voting age was reduced from 21 to 18. The
executive authority of the State is vested in the President, who is
appointed by Parliament The presidential term of office is three
years and may be renewed once.
The constitution permits citizens to take multi-citizenship but
in order to stand for Parliament candidates must have Fijian-only
citizenship. Communal land ownership by Indigenous Fijians is
ei^ressly protected and the teaching of I'Taukei and Fiji Hindi
languages is compulsory in primary schools, An Accountability
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and Transparency Comn^sion was also established to hold public
ofiicials to account
A -Bill of Rights included in the constitution was criticized by
Amnesty International, not least for a clause granting immunity
to those responsible for the 2006 coup.
National Anthem
‘Meda Dau Ddca’ ('God Bless Fiji’); words and tune by M. Prescott.
recent

ELEaiONS

Parliamentary elections took place on 17 Sept. 2014. They were
the first elections to take place under the' new constitution of
2013, which lowered the votog age to 18 and r^uced the number
of seats in parliament from 71 to 50. Incumbent Prime Minister
Frank Bainimarama’s FijiFirst Party won 32 of the 50 seats with
59-2% of votes cast, followed by the Social Democratic Liberal
Party with 15 (28-2%) and the National Federation Party with 3
(5-5%). Turnout was 83-9%.
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CURRENT GOVERNMENT
President! Ratu Epeli Nallatlkau; b. 1941 (sworn in 5 Nov. 2009,
having been acting president since 30 July 2009; reappointed 12
Nov. 2012).
In Mar«ji 2015 the government comprised:
Prime Minister, Minister far i-Taukei Affairs and Sugar
Industry. Commodore Frank Bainimarama; b. 1954 (sworn In 5
jan. 2007, then briefly ousted fixim 9-12 Apd 2009). '
Attorney General and Minister far Justice, Finance, Public
Enterprises, PubUc Service and Communlcatiom: Aiyaz .SayedKhaiyum. Industry, Trade and Tourismi Faiyaz Koya. Infrastructure
and Transport Flo Tikoduadua, Local Government, Housing and
BnWnmment; Parveen Kumar. Lands and Mineral Resources;
Mereselni Vuniwaqa. Fisheries and Forests: Osea Naiqamu.
Agriculture Rural and Maritime Developrhent, and National
Disaster Management Inla Seniiratu, Foreign Affahsi Ratu Inoke
Kubiubola. IftimigraUpn, National Securi^ and Defence: Timod
Lesi Natiiva. Health and Medical Services: Jone Usamete. Eduattion,
Heritage and Arts; Mahendra Reddy. Employment, Producfivi^ and
Industrial Relations: Jloji Konusi Konrote. Youth and Sports:
Laisenia Bale Tuitubou Women, Children and Poverty Alleviation:
Rosy Sofia Aldiar.
Fiji Islands Government Online: http://www.fijl.gov.fi
CURRENT LEADERS

Career in Office
Nailatikau’s appointment, made behind closed doors, signalled
that the military would continue to play a pivotal role in Fijian
politics. On 29 Jan. 2010 he signed an extension of the public
emergency regulation, in place since April 2009 to give power to
the authorities to stop events they demed a threat to national
security. He was reappointed as president for a ftirther three years
in Nov. 2012. A new constitution was signed into law by
Nailatikau in Sept 2013.
Josala Voreqe Bainimarama

.

Position
Prime Minister

Ratu EpelJ Nallatlkau
Positipn .
President

Israel and llie Holy See. He went on to become Roving
Amba^ador and High Commissioner to the member states of the
South Pacific Forum and, in 1999, was appointed permanent
secretary ftvfbre^aflairs and ectemal trade.
Following a coup in 2000, which he had strongly opposed,
Nailatikau Was nominated as prime minister in the subsequent
interim military government of Commodore Frank Bainimarama.
However, within 24 hours Nailatikau had withdrawn in favour of
Laisenia Qarase, instead taking die posts of deputy prime minister
and minister for Fijian affairs. At die 2001 general election he put
himself forward as speaker of the House of Representatives, a post
he held until 2006. On 14 June 2005, Nailatikau was appointed
the UNAIDS (The United Nations Joint Programme on HIV/
AIDS) Special Representatfve for the Pacific Outspolan in bis
camp^gn to tackle the AIDS crisis, be attracted controversy when
he c^ed for a public endorsement of safe sex.
In Jan. 2007 Nailatikau joined Bainimarama’s interim
government, formed In the wake of another coup d’etat in Dec.
2006. He served as minister of foreign affairs, international co
operation and civil aviatinn. On 10 April 2007 he was nominated
as vice-president by the newly reinstalled President Iloilo but
his appointment was rqected by the Grand Council of Chiefs.
Nailatikau took over the portfolio for provincial development and
multi-ethnic affairs from Prime Minister Bainimarama in Oct.
2008,'with his previous duties reassigned to the premier.
N^atikau became vice-president on 17 April 2009 following a
constitutional crisis in which the appeal court ruled that the
military regime formed in 2006 was iUegal, prompting Iloilo to
repeal the constitution and sack the appeal court judges. With
Bainimarama restored to the premiership, Nailatikau took over
the presidency on 30 July 2009 in an acting capacity, untU 5 Nov.
2009 when he was sworn in as Iloilo’s successor.

,

Introduction
Ratu Epeli Nallatlkau was sworn into office on 5 Nov. 2009,
having been acting president for the previous three months
following the resignation of Ratu Josefa Doilo on 30 July 2009.
Early Iffe
Nailatikau was bom on 5 July 1941 to a family of politically
powerful chieftains. After completing his education In Fiji,'he
joined the armed forces and was sent for training in New Zealand.
In 1966 he was posted with the 1st Battalion, Royal New Zealand
Infantry Regiment to Sarawak Malaysia during the IndonesiaMalaysia confrontation. On his return to Fiji, he joined the Fiji
Infan^ Raiment, rising steadily throi^ the ranks. By 1987
he wa^ a Brigadler-Ceheral and Commander of die Royid Fiji
Military Forces but was busted in a military coup headed by
SitiveniRabuka.^
,
Pursuing a new career in the. diplomattc semb^^Nailatikau
completed the foreign service programme at the University of
Oxford and was appointed High Commissioner to the United
Kingdom, a portfolio that also In^ded Denmark, Egypt, Germany,

.

Introduction
Voreqe Bainimarama, former military commander of the Fiji
Islands, became prime minister after leading a coup in Dec. 2006
against the incum'bent, Laisenia Qarase. Preriously a Qarase ally,
Bainimarama bad been a key figure in defeating a coup attempt by
George Speight in 2000 and installing Qarase to the premiership.
However, Bainimarama's relationship with Qarase d^eriorated in
2006. He appointed himself as president before relinquishing that
position to become prime miniver. He is popularly known in the
Hji Islands as ‘Frank’ Bainimarama'.
Eaiiytifa
An ethnic Fijian, Bainimarama was bom on 27 April 1954 on Bau
Island and educated at the Marist Brothers High School He
enlisted in the navy in July I975 and received his first command
post in the early 1980s. He was promoted to. lieutenant
commander in Feb. 1986 and then served with the Multinational
Force and Observers peacekeepit^ force in the Sinai Peninsula
until returaii^ to Fiji in Sept. 1987. He was appointed commander
of the navy in Oct 1988.
•
’ During his term as commander Bainimarama undertook
extensive training, indudtag in maritime surveillance, in disaster
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management and in exclusive economic 20ne management. He
became acting chief of staff in Nov. 1997, and was promoted to'
the rank of commodore and appointed commander of die armed
fot^ in Mardi 1999.
In May 2000 George Speight led a coup with the declared aim
of promoting Fijian nationalism and excluding ethnic Indians
from government Prime Minister Chaudhry was deposed and
when President Mara fled, Bainimarama declared martial law. On
SO May he appointed an interim military government and
appointed Laisenia Qarase as prime minister on 4 July. On 6 July
interim government responded to a military mutiny by
signing an accord with Speight granting him immunity from
prosecution. On 13 July it installed Iloilo as president together
with a pTO'Spei^t vice-pre^denl, J<^c Sen'ilolL
.
On 27 July the interim government revoked Sprint’s
immunity, with Bainimarama claiming that the accord had been
signed under duress. Speight and 369 others vreie arrested. On 2
Nov. pro-Speight soldiers mutinied in Suva, forcing Bainimarama
to flee. The mutiny was quelled and Bainimarama accused a
former prime minister, Sitiveni Rabuka, of Invotvement He
persisted in attempts to prove the involvement of Rabuha and
other alleged conspirators and vehemently opposed Prime
Minister Qarase’s proposals in 2006 to ofihr amnes^ to the rebels.
In -Oct 2006 Qarase attempted unsuccessfolly to replace
Bainimarama as commander of the armed forces while be was out
of the country. Bainimarama then staged a coup on 5 Dec. 2006.
with the support of senior military figures. Claiming he wanted to
end corruption and stop racial divisions threatening national
unity, he ^smissed Qarase’s government and appointed hims^
acting president. He placed government ministries under the
control of their chief executive officers and appointed Jona
Senilagakali as acting prime minister. International pressure
forced Bainimarama to return the presidency to Iloilo on 4 Jan.
2007 and on 5 Jan. be replaced Senilagakali as Interim prime
minister.
Career in (^ice
'
Bainimarama's political legitimacy has since come under intense
scrutiny domestically and internationally. Australia and New
Zealand called for him to relinquish power and refused visas to
members of his government. At home political opponents and
leading institutions, Induding the influential Methodist Church,
condemned the coup alleging human rights abuses although
subsequent talks in Feb. 2007 led the Church to declare its
support for the interim government. IntematioiuUy, particularly
within the Pacific islands region, pressure continued to mount In
Feb. 2007 Baintmaiama promised to work towards democratic
elections, but initially would not commit to a time-frame.,Then,
in Oct 2007 ,at the Padfic Islands Forum annual summit in
Tonga, he agreed to hold a general election by March 2009.
However, in July 20Q8 he reneged on this commitment on the
gFotinds tluit elKt^al ^onns could not be completed in time.
Having briefly relmposed a state of emergency from Sept-Oct.
2007 he claim^ the following month to nave foiled a plot to
assassinate him. On 9 April 20D9 Bainunaranm stood down
following a court of apped Judgment that his government was
illegal However, President Uofio reinstated the cabinet on 12
April for another five years after having dismissed the judiciary
and annulled the constitution.
.
In Sept 2009 (he Commonwealth suspended die Fiji Islands'
membership and cut off all aid because of the countiys lack of
progress in re-estalidishiDg democracy; Bainimarama Incurred
further diplomatic reproa<^ in Nov. that year when he accused
Australia and New Zealand of interfering in the Fiji Islands'
Internal afl^iis and expelled their h^ conunissioaera.
In Sept 2011 the Bainimarama government introduced a
contiovetaal deaee severely restricting die ri^ts of trade unions
to strike in any industry des^ated by ^e authorities and
nullifying existing collective bargaining agreements. However, in
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an apparently more libera] move, he announced the lifting of
marti^ law in Jan. 2012 and set the stage for consultations on a
new constitution and democratic elections. His subsequent
agreement to schedule elections for Sept. 2014 led Australia and
New Zealand to restore dipbinatic ties iiv July 2012. In Sept. 2013
the government unveiled its new constitution, described by
Bainimarama as a blueprint for democracy and a new beginning
for the island nation despite generating scepticism ffom
opponents at home and abroad. In March 2014 Bainimarama
stood down as army eommandei and in Sept his FijiFirst Party
won the first parliamentary elections to be hdd since the 2006
coup. He was subsequently reappointed as prime minister and the
Fiji Islands were rdnsoted as a foil member of the Commonwealth.
DEFENCE
In 2008 defence expenditure totalled US$57m. (USi6I per capita),
representing 1-8% of GDP.
Army
Personnel in 2011 numbered 3,200 Induding 30Q recalled
reserves. Ihere is an additional reserve force of aroiuid 6,000.
Navy
A si^ naval division of the armed forces numbered 300 in 2011.
ECONOMY
A^cultuie accounted for 13% of GDP in 2009, industry 18% and
services 69%.
Overview
Despite attempts to diversify the economy, the main sources of
foreign exchange since the mid-2000$ have been tourism, sugar
exports and remittances from abroad. Gold, silver and limestone
mining are also important and there U a well-developed service
sector.
At independence in 1970 sugar accounted for 7096 of export
earnings. In 1973 the government brought all st^ar mills under
the Fiji Sugar Corporation (FSC), which has operated at a loss
since 2006. it is estimated that over 20% of the population still
depend on the sugar industry for work, although its share of
e^ort earnings is Alining.
.
Economic growth has b^ slug^sh for several d^des, in large
part the result of internal political turmoil Economic growfo
contracted by 1*8% in 2000 fcdlowing a military coup in May of
that year. After a furfoer coup in late 2006 economic growth
shrank by 0-9% in 2007, tourist arrivals fell by 6% In the same
year and the business climate deteriorated. The global financial
crisis then combined with adverse weather conditions and weak
domestic investment to cause a furftier economic contraction
in 2009.
Between 2011 and 2013 GDP growth averaged 3-1%. supported
by sound macroeconomic policies Induding Income tax cuts,
low interest rates and a payout from the Fiji National Provident
Fund to offset the impaa of Cyclone Evan in 2012. However,
unemployment has persistently hovered around 9% and there has
been a significant exodus of skilled workers. PubUc debt stood at
50% of GDP in 2012.
Continued structural reform is vital to achieving long-term
fiscal stability, maintaining sustainable broad-based giowfo and
reducing vulnerability to external shocks.
Current
The unit of currency is the FIJI dollar (FJD) of 100 cents. In June
2005 total mwiey supply was $Fl,082m., foreign exchange
reserves were US$397m. and gold reserves 1,000 troy ot. Inflation
vwis 3-4% in 2012 and 2*9% in 2013. The Fiji dollar was devalued
by 20% in both iian. 1998 and April 2009.
Budget
Revenues in 2008 totalled $Fl,455m. and ei^enditures $Fl,427m,
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VAT of 10% was introduced in 1992 (increased to 12-S% in
2003 and 15% in 2011).
Performance
The economy grew by 2-7% in 2011, 1-8% in 2012 and 4 6% in
2013. Total GDP in 2013 was US$3-9bn.

Banking and Rnance
The financial system in the Fiji Islands comprises the central
bank, banking. Insurance and superannuation industries, non
bank financial institutions (NBFIs), restricted foreign exchange
dealers and money changers, and the South Pacific Stock
Exchange.
The central bank and bank of issue is the Reserve Bank of Fiji
(Governor, Barry Whiteside). Total assets at 31 Dec. 2007 were
$Fl,170m.
Total assets of commercial banks were $F3,957m. at the end of
2007. Total assets for the Fiji Kational Provident Fund (the sole
player in the superannuation industry) at 31 Dec. 2007 were
SP3,437m. Non-regulated financial institutions include die Fiji
Development Ban^ Housing Authority and Unit Trust of Fiji
Their assets totalled $F738m. in Dec. 2007.
Foreign debt was US$387m. in 2007.
The South Pacific Stock Exchange is based in Suva.
ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES
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Environment
Carbon dioxide emissions from the consumption and flaring of
fossil fuels in 2008 were the equivalent of 2-9 tonnes per capita.
Electricity
The Fiji Electricity Authority is responsible for the generation,
transmission and distribution of electricity in most of the country.
It operates 13 power stations, three of which are operated on
hydro-power, and one 10 MW wind farm. The largest energy
project is one of hydro-electricity that is capable of generating
70% of the main island’s electric needs. Two rural hydro sch^e
have been completed, one private generating 100 kW and the
other—operated by the Authority—producing 800 kW.
Installed capacity in 2011 was estimated at 215,000 kW.
Production in 2011 was 835ni. kWh with consumption per capita
962kWh.
.
'
Minerals
The main gold-mine normally accounts for about a twelfth of the
country’s exports. Gold has for many years been one of the Fiji
Islands’ main exports. However, after an extended closure in
2006-07 gold production in 2007 was only 77 kg, valued at
$P2-55m.
'
Agriculture
With a total land area of l-8m. ha., only 16% is suitable for
farming. In 2007 there were an estimated 170,000 ha. of arable
land and 83,000 ha. of permanent crops. Arable land^ 24%
sugarcane, 23% coconut and 53% other crops. Production figures
for 2003 (in 1,000 tonnes): sugarcane, 3,300; coconut, 170: taro,
38; cassava, 33; rice, 16; copra, 14; bananas, 6; sweet potatoes, 6.
Gilmer is becoming increasingly important.
Livestock (2003): cattle, 320,000: goats, 248,000; pigs, 139,000;
chickens, 4ra. Products, 2003 (in 1,000 tonnes): be^ and veal, 9;
poultry meat, 9; pork, Incon and ham, 4; e^ 3. Total production
of milk was 58,000 tonnes in 2003.
Forestry
Forests covered 1-OIm. ha.—56% of the land area—in 2010.
Roundwood production in 2011 was 482,000 cu, metres.
Fisheries
The catch in 2011 was 41,236 tonnes, of which 38,555 tonnes
came from sea fishing.
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INDUSTRY
The main industries are tourism, sugar, fish, mineral water,
garments and gold which in 2007 accounted for 12-6%, 3-4%,
1-9%, 1*9%. 1-8% and 0-5% of GDP respectively.
Ootput, 2007 (in tonnes): sugar, 240,000; cement, 144,000; flour,
52,677; animal feed, 37,820; coconut oil, 9,657; soap, 5356; soft
drinks, 2134m. litres; beer, 19 0m. litres cigarettes, 46lm. uhik

Labour
The labour force was estimated at 371,400 in 2003. In 2002 there
were 23,000 people out of work and seeking employment—the
number of unemployed people doubled between 1996 and 2002.
INTERNATIONAL TRADE
The Tax Free Factory/Tax Free Zone Scheme was introduced in
1987 to stimulate investment and encourage export-oriented
businesses.
Imports and Exports
In 2009 imports (tii.) totalled US$l,437-0m. and exports (f.o.b.)
US$628-7in. Chief exports are clothing and apparel, sugar, gold,
prepared and preserved fish, beverages, and cereal and cereal
preparations.
. .
in 2009 the chief import sources (in US$lm.) were: Singapore
(397'7); Australia (317-8); New Zealand (228-2). The chief export
markets (in US$lm.) were: Singapore (103-1); Australia (100 0);
United Kingdom (94-4).
COMMUNICATIONS
Roads
.
Total road length in 2002 was an estimated 3,440 km, of which
almost half were surfaced. There were a total of 94,400 passepger
cars and 48,000 lorries and vans in 2007. In 2006, 89 fatalities
were caused by road accidents.
.
Rail
.
Fiji
Cane Corporation runs 600 mm gauge railways at four of
its mills on Viti Levu and Vanua Levu, tota&ng 597 km in 2005
Civil Aviation
There are intemationa! airports at Nadi and Suva. The national
carrier is Fiji Airways (51% government-owned). In 2013 it
prodded services to A.ustndia:, Hong Kong, New Zealand, USA
and a number of Pacific island nations. In 2001 Nadi haiu^d
911,000 passei^eis (808,000 on International flints).
'
Shipping
'
The three main ports are Suva, Lautoka and Levuka. The gross
re^stered tonnage of ocean-going shipping entering the ports in
2007 totalled 8,361,785 GRT induding liquid bulk carriers of
2330,718 6rT. A total of 694 foreign vessels called into Suva port
in 2007, 348 into Lautoka and 93 into Levuka. The inter-island
shipping fleet is made up of private and government vessels.
Telecommunications
In 2008 there were 129,100 main (fixed) telephone lines; mobile
phone subscribers numbered 530,000 in 2008 (63-2 per 100
persons). ThCTC were 148-2 internet users per 1,000 inhabitants in
2010. In 2009 there were 24*7 fixed broaifoand subscriptions per
1300 inhabitants and 8-3 mobile bn>a<fi)and subscriptions per 1,000
inhabitants. In Dec 2011 there were 163,000 Facebook users.
SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Justice
An independent Judidary is guaranteed under the constitution.
A High Court has unlimited original jurisdiction to hear and
determine any civil or criminal proceedings under any law.
The Hi^ Court also has jurisdiction to bear and determine
constitutional and electoral questions including the membership
of the House of Representatives. The Chief Justice of the Fiji
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Islands is ap{>oint€d by the President after consultation with the
Prime Minister. The substantive Chief JusUce wis removed from
office foUomng the Dec. 2006 military coup and was replaced by
an Acting Chirf Justice in Jan. 2007, who was made permanent in
Dec. 2008, Following the abolition of the constitution and the
dismissal of all judges in April 2009, the Chief Justice was
reappointed to his post in May 2009.
The Fiji Islands' Court of Appeal, of which the Chief Justice is
ex officio President, is formed by ftiree specially appointed Justices
of Appeal, appointed by the President after consultation with the
Judicial and Legal Serdces Commission. Ceneially, any person
convicted of an offen<% has a right of appeal from the Hi^ Court
of Appeal. The final appellant court is the Supreme Court. Most
matters coming before the Superior Courts originate in
Magistrates' Courts.
The population in penal Institutions in Nov. 2012 was 1,537
(174 per 100,000 of national population).

Public Life, with 27-9% Hindu and 6-396 Muslim. Among
Christians, 84% in 2010 were Protestants and 15% Catholics.
CULTURE
World Heritage Sites
There is one UNESCO site in the Fiji Islands; the Levuka
Historical PortTown (2013), an outstandffigexampleoflate 19th
century Pacific port settlements.
Press
In 2006 there were three national dailies with a combined
circulation of 40,000.
Tourism
There were 542,000 fore^h tourists in 2009 (excluding same-day
visitors), down from 585,000 in 2008.
DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATIVES

Police
In 2008 the Royal Fiji Police Force had a total strength of 2,655
established officers, 60 support staff and 1,600 Special Constables.
Education
Adult literacy rate was 93-2% in 2001 (95-2% among males and
9l'2% among females). Total enrolment; pie-piiraary schools
(2004), 8,628: primary schools (2005), 141,089 (with 5,006
teachers): secondary schools (2005), 68,521 (with 4,141 teachers);
special schools (2005), 1,007 (with 103 teachers): teacher training
(2005), 713 (with 87 teachers): technical/vocational education
(2005), 2,115 (1,048 teachers in 2004). There were 531 pre
primary schools, 719 primary schools, 162 secondary schools, 17
special schools, 4 teacher training schools and 63 technical/
vocational schools in 2005.
The University of the South Padfic, which is located in Smra,
serves 12 countries in the South Pacific region. The Fiji Islands
also has a college of agiicuLtuie, school of medicine and nursing,
an institute of technology, a primary school teacher training
college and an advanced college of education.
In 2005 public expenditure on education came to 6-2% of GDP.
Health
In 2007 there were 25 public hospitals with 1,727 beds, two
private hospitals, 76 health centres and 101 nursing stations.
There were 318 doctors, 196 dental staff and 1,820 nursea
Tluough its national health service system, the government
continues to provide the bulk of health services both in the
oirative and public health programmes.
RELIGION
la 2010 the population was 644% Christian according to
estimates by the Pew Research Center’s Forum on Religion 8t

Of the Fiji Islands in the United Kingdom (34 Hyde Park Gate,
London, SW7 SDN)
ffigfi Commiss/o/ier; Ratu Naivakarurubalsvu Solo Mara.
Of the United Kingdom in the Fiji Islands (Victoria House, 47
Gladstone Rd, Suva)
Higfi Commissioner: Roderick Drummond
Of the Fiji Islands in the USA (2233 Wisconsin Ave., NW.
Washington, D.C., 20007)
Ambassador. Winston Thompson.
Of the USA in the Fiji Islands (158 Princes Rd, Tamavua, Suva)
Ambassador. Fianltie A. Reed.
Of the Fiji Islands to the United Nations
Ambassi^r: Peter Thomson.
Of the Fiji Islands to the European Union
Ambassador: Peceli Vimiwaga Voces.
FURTHER READING
Bureau of Statistics. Afinual Report Current £a>aomicStatlsH(s. Quarterly
Reserve Bank of Fiji Quarterly Review
Belshaw, Cyril S., Under the Ivi Tree: Society and Economic Growth in
Rural Fiji 2m
Kelly, John D. and Kaplan, Martha, Represented Communities: Fiji and
World Decolonization. 2001
Lai, B.
BroluK Waves: a History of die Fiji Islands in the Twentieth
Century. 1992
Robertson, Robert and Sutheriand, WUliain, Government by the Gun: Fiji
and the 2000 Coup. 2002
National Statistical Office: Bureau of Statistics. POB 2221, Goveinment
Buildings, Suva.
Website: http://www.stat$fiji.gov4
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The remaining 12 atolls have no permanent population!
foe seven Phoenix Islands comprise Birnie, Rawaki (formerly
Phoenix), Enderbury, Manra (formerly Sydney), Orona (formerly
Hull), McKean and Nikumaroro (formerly Gardner), while
the ofoers are Malden and Starbuck in foe Central Line Islands;
and Millennium Island (formerly Caroline), Flint and Vostpk in
the Soufoem Line Islands. The population is almost entirely
Micronesian.
English is the official lai^age: I-^Kiribati (Gilbertese) is also
spoken.
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SOCIAL STATISTICS
2005 estimates: births, 2,460; deaths, 810. Rates, 2005 estimates
(per 1,000 population): births, 26-6; deaths, 87. Infant mortality
rate (2010), 39 per 1,000 live births; life expectancy (2005), 61-0
years.' Annual population groyrth rate, 2000-05, 1-896; fertility
rate, 2008,3-1 births per woman.
.

EYHIStbRICAL EVENTS

al Reckoning: T}M

-fabuS^ .
’IqSrtfimati

• Fhoenix Islands-'

UURU

i, Nairobi)

^

islands that now constitute Kiribati were first settled by early
'‘astonesian-$pealdiig peoples long before the 1st century AD.
CLIMATE
and Tongans arrived about the 14th century wd
The Line Islands, Phoenix Islands and Banaba have a maritime
nil»equent}y merged vdth the older groups to' form the trS^tiohal
^uatorial climate, but the islands further north and south
^^'Kiribati Micronesian society and c^ture. Hie Gilbert aM Mke
are tropical Annuk and daily ranges of temperature are small;
mdj were proclaimed a British protectorate in 18^ and annei^
mean annual rainfall ranges from 50" (1,250 ihm) near foe
. __ 'foe request of the na.tive governments as the Gilbert and ElUee ^liator to 120" (3,000 mih) in foe north. Typhoons are prevalent
ll^ids Colony on 10 Nov. 1915. On 1 OcL 1975 the Ellice Islands
(Nov.-March) and' there are occasional tornadoes. Tarawa, Jan.
^^l^red constitutional links,with die Gilbert Islands and took on a
83T> (28-3“C), Juty 82T (27-8'’C). Annual rainfall 79" (1,977 mm).
^uSw name, Tuvalu. The Gilberts achieved foil independence as
J'ij&foati in 1979. Internal self-govenunent was obtain^ oh 1 Nov.
CONSTITUTION AND GOVERNMENT
J:oi^6and Independence on 12 July 1979 as the Rqiubtic of Kiribati.
Under the constitution founded on 12 July 1979 the republic
Territory AND POPULATION
has a unicameral legislature, the Hokss of Assembly (Maneaba ni

»

t

^ Kirii»'ti (pronounc^ Kiribahss) consists of diree groups of coral
^' afoUs and one isolated volcanic island, spread over a large expanse
|^,^theCentralFadfic with a total land area of.811 sq. Im (313 sq.
p;^es). It comprises Banaba or Ocean Island (6 sq. km), the
Gilbert Islands (280 sq. km), tiie eight Phoenix Islwds (29
and eight of the 11 Line Islands (496 sq. km), the other tiiree
«^Me Islands (Jarris, Palmyra Atoll and Kingman Reef) ’being
ui^abited depudencies of the USA. The capital is the iriand of
in Tairawa. The gradual rise in sea lev^ lii recent years is
reducing foe area of the islands. Most of the land is less
^'tiiiUi 3 metres tdiovesed level.
^ . cc! Population, 2010 census, 103,058 (52,262 females); density, 127
W^'sq. km;
.'
' • •■
'
%.‘I-’'Tbe UN gives ah estimated population for 2015 of 106,000.
2011,44-0% of foe population lived in uiban areas.
“‘V Banaba, all 16 Gilbert Islands, Kanton (or Abariringa) in the
^j'Phoenix Islands and three atolls in foe Line Islands (feraina,
' 'buawan and Klritimati—formerly Washington Island, Faiuilng
md and Christmas Island respectively) are inhabited; their
^^populations in 2010 (census) were as foflows;
'

Maungatabu), comprising 46 members, 44 of whom are elected
by popular vote, and two (foe Attorney-General ex officio and
a representative from foe Banaban community) appointed for
a four-year term. The President is both Head of State and
government
National Anthem
.
.
‘Tefrake l»in IQribati’ ('Stand up, Kiribatians’); words and tune by
U. loteba.
RECENT ELECTIONS
.
Ibe last House of Assembly elections were held on 21 and 28 Oct.
2611. BoutokaanTeKoaua (BK;‘Pillars of Truth’) woii 15 seats,
Karildrakgan Td-Riribati (KTK; *United Coalition Party*) 10 swts
and the Maurin IQribati party (MKP) 3, wth remaining seats
going to independents.
On 12 Jan. 2012 Anote Tong (BK) was re-elected president
with 42-2% of foe vote, defeating Tetaua Taital wfoo took 35-0%
and Rimeta Beniamina wifo 22-8%.
CURRENT GOVERNMENT
President and Minister ofForeign Affairs and Immigration: Anote
Tong; b. 1952 (elected 4 July 2003; re-elected in Oct. 2007 and
Jan. 2012).
.
^
•
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KISIBATI

In Match 2015 the ^emment contpri^
ECONOMY
V/ee President and Minister of Internal Affairs: Telma Onprio,. ;;
; -A^cul^re accotmted for 26% of GDP in 2009, industry 896
Minister of Commerce, Industry and Co-operatives; Pintto Katia;'' ’’-'s^ccs &6%.
'
’
Communications, Transport, and Tourism Development Rimeta
. . ....... , ,
B^amh^. Pduca^on; Maer^.Tek^ene. Bnvironmenl, Lan4s,afid .Overview ...,
A^mUitre Develgpr^.^t ’timte KWopg. FlHahce and EcOpt^ic ;PollQvdog. independence in 1979, ffie economy experien^l,
D^eiopment Toid Moiioch. PishMes and Natural J^diirces: Imbderate ^wffi fidin the nu4-19Ms until 200$.
Tiiliah Relher.
an'd 'M^icaTSeMi^: .Di ^utu‘Teoaiia. [driven.by fishing licence fees Sold lu'Ex^usive
and HumPn
Boutu Bateri^^yn'e idravrl^^s jEmih fite Avenue l^ualizatipn Reserve'FtindXt^” '^
and ^hpepix Islands: Tsi^l^'ttm^^'Women, llduthqnifjppial U^nstinitui^P^-1979 rermiies acgued from pKbsphate m<j
fefeigrf ^d'ffricludi^ reimttancesffidm'kLuRin'ss
A^in: TMga^ Rcete,; Works ditd Bnefgjnyfa.Ysexi$ Kum Kce. :pas8port
seamen). ,llie';economy has a na^w pfodtictlon basaii^^^l
AltOT^.Gcnm»i-TUtaibu;TaaI:^//^/^ ■ ,
‘
.•■--■'t
;eaq)0tt8 lifted to copra, '^w^-an,d,,fi8h. (ftptB witich'
PaHidrtimt M^e&5ffe'ht^//w^.parlii^entgov.ki
. f^80% of hoiM,(?h61ds n^e a Hying). The public sector* dqininatd|%
•the economy, aCWuh^ &rne^ 80.96 of employipeni /
CURRENT LEADERS, ,
,
.' Liniltedre89ufcesahd^g»pl:dcliolatipiip|ate'kahspbtt‘!iM.^’°
Ahote.Tpng-'.-. '
^
.'...v,
;comniuhlcatiohs costly. The cbuptiy isv also -one Of Ae'mosy^
Al>«aV1
Av4^ SIAa. I AM.1
LTaMl^kil
l_ . eT'I'&L
Position
^
. ... '
, / ,"V
President... ■ '
■
fnti^i^ok
' .'.'7' ,, '
‘
AhoVe Toh^ htelrae president of the Pacific dceaii fepuhlic U
Jnly 2003 and,wa^ r^-dccted m Oct 2007Jan'.-iOlZ’ITiie
fir«idait'is'chiisfof^feindh^df^4iiiirieQt''' ' '
.
Bariy IAfe . ..
.
=
Aoote Tong
bom in .the British Gilbert' and iDlce'^I^ands
pbldn^'ih i952,-Ae^' sph' 'of'a'^iJMiie'fedi& 'tod
molhd^ He vnti 'aii 'undtif^^ua^.'at Uib' Uniyehi|Tpf
C^^^utch,' 1^^'
’^adukf^ 'ip 198S wlm ^’MtSc
He entered politics in 1^6 as ah 'uslstant'sbci‘etafif'’'ih. &^
ministry of education, then served in the mjn^ry;‘.pf
c^^^^cadons. ^d.y^oi^..d^f .<^e.l9^ Be^^^n.19^^6
he',v^s^n^^er,.of''e^phmept,-.md'.na^|^|r^,u^‘ in-f^e
gOTei^m^ ^^^t T^Mpro' Ti^’ ^.r
!he rep«s«tt||
I^iana .t^md, in .^pWljjament.,.^i^^
'p^idia^^^cy.
^]^epce.i^tipn.s|i6ytijr>a4er,b^g ^^edrtp s^e
te^ ih.d 5ppafe, iJappiatiJuta, W.an:lnjt^to^gpvepninenr^
p^identi^ ;ele^p;^iihi.f!D^ 20P3*.>Anote'Jpng{stood.;for
opposition Boutolunto Kpam
(Plh"? of
his
ol^ broiiier, the goveAitoi^t t^dhJafe'iir Hi^^eh^^itn^'
woobyl3300td'-12*500vbtes..'

-.vi-i,'.!

|onoy^g.Tpngs, fde$|tion. hk brb&fy, mqdn^ a ,C|o'urt^j9h^mge
aU^{^^ec^ral.^^but,in,Oct'2603^.^
In.Fresidehtlrpng’^s Htrour..During his ca;npalgn.^p;pr^4?<tt
had promised to review the lease on a sat^te-tracking^b^^V•S^
by China. Widiin six months of taking office the presid^t
established relations \vith Taiw^ v^ch^d paid-']ii['lai^*liilfi'^^
fif^lihg' figh£s'''ih iiii'i6ati*8 ~'temtbnal '-'Waffes: -^tAa’
relations with Kiribati and abandoned the satdiiK-tracklng b^^.' '
During 2004 the political scene ^ dpp;^at^';^i'abetween the,president^an4 his brother ^er the extent^.pf
. by,
^^j)ib)meht' add, ri(si^'''4^.;
c^a^'.^ang^
tmOM land Hsm only a few meties'^ve^ij^h^ j&i^'^O^^
the.,goye|nraent,.qeakd/‘‘>^^i^^^
^shitin'g jfi^^g
arpund^'ffi.ePbpghti^J^ds.j.,. i- ./„{•<,51.,;.;
h
Pdilowihg' parliamentary el^tipns ,in. Aug.,, WPf> iTSK'- ^
' returned in Oct for another presiden^l term. He has mn&ued
to publicize the threat posed to
thevprospeot^^t'Jhe tpopulatiog >may:<eventn^y < need ’ tA.-^.be

Fbllovring two. years of contraction, file economy began r'kovwy'^
In the Second hdlf of 2010. thanks in part .to coplaisdbsidleaahd'^s
increaseddvilservantw^es.
Currant^
.:. ;•;.. i .[ii;.,.';!,...i'.;)'r^
The currency in lise Is the Australian .do.S0r. .Then, was,de^tiou'il
of 3-0% in 2012 and 1-5% in 2013.
Budget
Foreign financial aid, mainly.%in fiie ;UK^d .Japan,; h^v^
amounted to 25^5096 of GDP In recent years. Revenues in 2008’ ^
tomlled$A1617mande:i^>eaditUre8'^i83'bni.

Peftomance-

-Pi,'.,.,' .P- .P,..;

, • ---‘

^dn)3my peV byS796/Jti''20jir2-896 in 20i'2 and 2-996 ip
2QilyQa;^il'j^20i3yf^;tj^^
'

■

SahldAg-afr'd Finafrcb
Aisf2;to';(ipbatiX-i
oyHied'by iWZ'Bafifc'*-. w-,-.--,—.
__, ___
TOere'ji'^b 'a'T)e^opmedt'B^nJc.'of Knbati and'ahetwdrk'of
villa^'I^dii^bi^.'alidlii^t inSdtufidiikP'‘ ■
ENiRiSYAND NATURAL RESOURCES

i

Enyifdnrneht’'-''-;'' ■ ' ' '■
’-v-'''''
'>•''■••■' •• ■'•
Carbon dioxide emissions fronv.the.coji$umption,and.fia;4ig;p/
fbs^|uels were the f^uivalent of (M^tppnes|;^ capita in ^200^. ,,
Ekctriefty.;:’ r-.-.. ■ • ••;••••.’■ •
Lr-..
lik^ed ca^ad^ (2011'estiinate), 6;000 kWs production'.(2Dli')i
2^'KWh.‘>- '-'i
‘■••: ‘"i !•' •-'■•
■'■'h
-r^': ;:h
'ii-i • -i .'■■■-> : ■
/^gificu^HI?...!;n? i:.;;..' : ■
in 20|I2;^^e^^ about 2,Q09,h^..of,mole jandjand.,32(PP0.ha;of ‘ffna^pai icrppj. '(^pra;<andj fish,
prodj^pn.ande^^^, '^e prindp.aj..tree;k the.cc^iiiit;.Qthar
are fiiepand^usvp^^ar^ fite breajd^tivl^e .
oiiiy yeg^ble l^ch grows in any qt^nfity is a. cqarse^cafiadiuiQ
('doc^iaj^wl^'ifitedoi^m^e, ‘bWabwfy-whicb Js iCvltiya|ed: In
pits: biro and sweet potatoes are also grown. Coconut production
(2012>$stlmate), ;17J),Q0Q‘totihes; ;bananas,..7i0.0.0vtonnesv(taroi
1,800 tonnes, 1 Principal-liveStoci^ -2013|estliiiiates: p^,-13,5.00;
chtcken^;610.000.. ■-.■I,.
..■i:.;. -;!
r-.:; :!■
^
’^^e^^^.'ji;b6,b''Ha.'.i^'for«f in'ijjio, of is?6

i|

........
f)Slier(«..
.: ..
.
,
P, , ',.. .■ ■. . .•
P^^ingUeense feed pfsoUkc^ of incpke;-^dt^
.-ii
iii‘l2OI0 aimohnt(^ tO44359‘TOlaneS^e^U^ely fidm sea'fid[m^ * {ij

tesetdedielseWheire^-He won a-third 'siktcSsive^^rnfln elec^ons
held in Jan. 2012.
•
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Labour
'];))e economically active population classified as cash workers (not
indudlng \i^e workers engaged in subsistence activities)
^t^cd 13,133 in 2005. In 2005, 52-9% of cash workers were
eiiiployed in public administration, 11-296 in transport and
'cOinmunicatibn, 9-0% in retail trade, and 7-I% in a^culture and
flying. 6*1% of the labour force were unemployed In 2005: the
unemployment rate in 2005 including village workers was 64-5%.
INTERNATIONAL TRADE

secondary or higher education in 2005 compared to 27-1% of
males and 20-6% of females in 1995. There is a regional campus of
the University of the South Pacific on Tarawa. Other post
secondary institutions include a teacher training college, a marine
training centre, a fisheries training centre, a school of nursing and
a technical Institute.
Heahh
The government maintains free medical and other services. In
2004 there were 20 physicians, three dentistry personnel and 260
nursing and mldwifeTy personnel There is a national referral
hospital in South Tarawa and three other hospitals. In 2005 there
were 15 hospital beds per 10,000 inhabitants.

Imports and Exports
Total imports (2009). US$68-lm.; exports (2005), US$3 6m. Main
import kmrees in 2009: Australia, 29-4%: Fiji Islands, 25-896:
France. 6-9%: USA, 6-896. Main export markets in 2005: Free
zones, 33-3%; Australia, 22-2%; Fiji Islands, 16-796; Hong Kong,
8-396. Principal exports; copra, seaweed, fish; imports: foodstufis,
machinery
equipment, manufactured goods and fuel

In 2010 an estimated 50% of the population were Roman Catholics
according to the Pew Research Center's Forum on Religion 6c
Public life and 40% Kiribati Protestants: there are also small
numbers of Seventh-day Adventists, Latter-day Saints (Mormons)
and BaU’is.

COMMUNICATIONS

CULTURE

Roads
jtai 2002 there Were 670 km of roads. There were 9,600 cars, 4,320
trucks'and vans and 2,080 motorcycles in 2008.
'

World Heritage Sites
Kiribati has one site on the 'UNESCO World Heritage List:
Phoenix Islands Protected Area (inscribed on the list in 2010)^

Civil Aviation
The national airline is the state-owned Air Kiribati. In 2010 there
were scheduled services from Tarawa (Bonrlki) to the Fiji Islands
as well as domestic flights linking the main islands of Kiribati

^hipl^ng
The maiii port is at Betio (Tarawa). Other ports of entry are
Banaba, English Harbor and I^nton, There is also a small
network of canals in the Line Islands. In Jan. 2009 there were 58
iihips of 300 GT or over registered, totalling 245,000 GT.
Telecommunicafions
In 2008 there were 4,000 main (fixed) telephone lines. There v^re
90 internet users per 1,000 inhabitants in 2010.
SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS

RELIGION

Press
'
In 2008 there were three newspapers with a combined circulation
of 4,000.
Tourism
In 2011,5,264 non-resident tourists—excluding same-day visitors—
arrived by air at Tarawa and Kiritlmati (the two most populous
iaknds).
DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATIVES
Of Kiribati in die United Kingdom
Acting High Commissioner. Makuiita Baaro (resides in Kiribati).
Honorary Consuh Michael Walsh (Hie Great House, Llanddewi
Rhydderch, Monmouthshire, NP7 9'UY).

Justice
'
'
Kiribati’s police force is under the command of a Commissioner
of Police who is. also responsible for prisons, iminigration, fire
service (both domestic and airport) and firearms licensing. There
is a Court of Appeal and High Court, with ju<%es at Edl levels
appointed by the President
The population in penal institutions in Oct. 2012 was 118
(equivalent to \ 14 per 100,000 of national population).

Of tile United Kingdom in Kiribati
Higfi Commissioner: Roderick Drummond (resides in Suva, Fiji

Education' .
in 2005 tb^e were 16,133 pupils and 654 teachers at primary
schools and 7,487 pupils in general secondary education \^th 665
teachers. 51-6% of males and 49-5% of fenoales had received

FURTHER READING
Teara, T., Coming ofAge. 1989

Is^ds).

Of Kiribati in tiie USA and to the United Nations
Ambassador. Makurha Baaro.
Of the USA in Kiribati
Ambassador: Frankie A. Reed (resides in Suva, Fiji Islands).

National Statistical Office:
Statistics Office, PO Box 67, Balriki.
Website: hnp:/Avww4pcJnt/prism/CouiitrY/ld/Stats

land
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Sydney Invite List
From:
To:
Date:
Attachments:

Brenda Tritton <brenda.tritton@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Meagan Tuck <meagan.tuck@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Wed, 16 Aug 2017 10:46:44 +1000
Sydney Invites.docx (16.97 kB)

Kind regards
Brenda Tritton
Electorate Officer for the
Office of Daryl Maguire MP
-------------------------------------------------------Tel: 0269 211 622
Email: waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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DINNER WITH THE PREMIER
12TH SEPTEMBER, 2017
INVITE LIST
STEHEN & KYLIE SHAW MSS MEDIA

email: ss@mssmedia.com.au

PHILL ELLIOTT
KAREN BARBY

email: phil.elliott@riverinastrata.com.au

DR NICK STEPHENSON
JENNIFER STEPHENSON

email: nick.stephenson@regionalimagine.com.au

GERARD CARROLL
JO CARROLL

email: gcarroll@

DR RICHARD HARRISON
MONICA HARRISON

email: riharrison@

PETER FITZPATRICK
KERRY FITZPATRICK

email: admin@
email: admin@forrestcentre.com.au

PHIL WALLACE – AVIS
BERNADETTE

email: pjwallace@

STUART LAMONT – MTC
PENNY LAMONT

email: admin@mtcwagga.com.au

KENNETH EPP – VISY
& PARTNER

email: Kenneth.epp@visy.com.au

PETER ROUSE
JIMIMY LIU – UWE SYDNEY
& FREDA

email: jimmy@uwe.commodities.com

DEAN SALVESTRO
GARRY SALVESTRO
ANTONELLA SALVESTRO

email: garry@salvestroplanning.com.au

DD SAXENA – ROBE
& PARTNER

email: dd.saxena@riverinaoil.com.au
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WILLIAN LUONG
RICHARD ALLSOP – RUNDLES
ANN ALLSOP
SHAUN DUFFY
SUSAN DUFFY
NEIL MANGELSDORF

email: Richard@rundlesauction.com.au

email: sduffy@gse.net.au

email: neil.mangelsdorf@rpma.com.au

JOHN RORRISON
TONY NOUN - RCCC
ANTHONY DEAL
ANDREW VANN - CSU

email: vc@csu.edu.au

SAM MOUNEM – SOUTHERN STEEL

email: smounem@sounternsteel.com.au

GRAEME HALEY - RIVERINA WATER

email: ghaley@rwcc.com.au

LAURIE RATZ – INSURANCE COUNCIL

email: lratz@insurancecouncil.com.au

KEVIN LEE

email: klee@smartline.com.au

PETER HURST

email: peter@hursthomes.com.au

JILL TOOHEY – KNIGHT FRANK

email: jill.toohey@au.knightfrank.com

COLIN JOSS
BRIAN KAHLEFELDT
DARRYL KELLY
GEOFF CROUGH – ATA HEAD
TONY AICHINGER – McDONALDS
CHARLIE HOLLINSWORTH – TEYS
WARRICK LODGE – REX
JOE CALABRO – BUSABOUT

email: joe.calabro@

KEVIN SALMON
PETER FRASER – CSU
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DOLLY FU
STEPHEN GALILLE – COAL ALLIANCE
JUDY GALLOWAY – COMMITTEE 4 WAGGA email: judygalloway@sureway.com.au
ANGUS McLAREN
CHARLIE AND GILLIAN BALLINTYNE
BOB BURTON – BURTON WINES
GERRY McCORMICK – COTTONLTAILS
JAMES BOLAND-RUDDER – NRL
SAM BRUNSKILL
GRAHAM BURMEISTER
TONY CATANIA – KIN GROUP

email: tony@kingroup.com.au

JULIANNE CARROLL – LAW SOCIETY
PETER CROWE – SOFTWOODS
DAVID & DEBORAH SHELDON
LORRAINE RICHTER – SOUTH WAGGA BAKERY
Ej-ang@
LESLIE FOSTER – UNIVERSITY OF NSW
GRAINLINK
TIM & NAOME McMULLIN
JEAN HASTE
BIG SPRINGS
MILTON SCHIRMER
TREVOR ST. BAKER – ERM POWER
JOHN WILCOX
STUART LAMONT
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CRAIG SHAPIRO – Fonterra and Rob Collier
BRUCE DICKER
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Bright Foods
Meagan Tuck <"/o=parl/ou=exchange administrative group
(fydibohf23spdlt)/cn=recipients/cn=mtuckad1">
To:
shimingfang@brightfood.com
Cc:
jimmy@uwecommodities.com, charlie.cull@minister.nsw.gov.au
Date:
Tue, 29 Aug 2017 17:06:05 +1000
Attachments: Bright Foods - China.pdf (663.83 kB)
From:

Good afternoon
Please find attached letter from Daryl Maguire MP – Wagga Wagga for your URGENT attention
and reply
Many thanks
Meagan Tuck
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
Ph: 0269 211622
Fx : 0269 214424
Mo:
E: waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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RE: Visa
From: Meagan Tuck <"/o=parl/ou=exchange administrative group
(fydibohf23spdlt)/cn=recipients/cn=mtuckad1">
To:
Tania Cotterill <tcotterill@glenrockgp.com.au>
Date: Thu, 25 Jan 2018 08:30:21 +1100
Hi
That being the case DM is convinced they will both do Visa on Entry procedure….
Theres a fee on entry im sure they will both have to pay ..not sure $$$...but its not heaps…
Im still going through the PNG process…
He will have to pretend he is there for visitor holiday purposes unless he takes a letter proving
why he is there for business purposes …that will be up to him what status he will use …
DM will prob do visitor status – easier
cheers
Meagan Tuck
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
Ph: 0269 211622
Fx : 0269 214424
Mo:
E: waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Daryl Maguire MP
From: Tania Cotterill [mailto:TCotterill@glenrockgp.com.au]
Sent: Wednesday, 24 January 2018 3:42 PM
To: Meagan Tuck
Subject: RE: Visa

Hi Meagan
I discussed the following details with Dr Shenouda.
He is an Australian Citizen and he only renewed his Passport end of last year (2017) so very
current and many pages available?
Any suggestions what I should do about his VISA? How did you get on today?
Thanks Tania
From: Meagan Tuck [mailto:Meagan.Tuck@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Wednesday, 24 January 2018 8:29 AM
To: Tania Cotterill <TCotterill@glenrockgp.com.au>
Subject: RE: Visa
Morning….
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Ive been doing a lot more research googling and it keeps saying – entry visa subject to
conditions…
Can you find out of Dr is an Australian Citizen….passport expiry date and if he enough blank
pages within it ….
These seem to be similar criteria on all sites..
Im going t o have to do one for PNG (yuck) regardless
Meagan Tuck
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
Ph: 0269 211622
Fx : 0269 214424
Mo:
E: waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Daryl Maguire MP
From: Tania Cotterill [mailto:TCotterill@glenrockgp.com.au]
Sent: Tuesday, 23 January 2018 5:21 PM
To: Meagan Tuck
Subject: RE: Visa

Hi Meagan
So do you think I should put an application in anyway for Ayman so its approved in 10 days and
that way he is sorted?
Thanks Tania
From: Meagan Tuck [mailto:Meagan.Tuck@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Tuesday, 23 January 2018 5:08 P
To: Tania Cotterill <TCotterill@glenrockgp.com.au>
Subject: Visa
Hi Tania
I called the Visa Central site and they seem to think Ayman wont need a visa ???
They are a body that will process them
Cost $215.00 plus $160.60 to process within 10days
See what you think I will discuss with DM about his when he is back tomorrow
regards
Meagan Tuck
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
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Ph: 0269 211622
Fx : 0269 214424
Mo:
E: waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Daryl Maguire MP
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Fw: China-Australia Business Co-operation 2018
>
From: Daryl Maguire <dmaguire@
To:
Meagan Tuck <meagan.tuck@parliament.nsw.gov.au>, alex.mack
<alex.mack@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Date: Thu, 25 Jan 2018 15:42:19 +1100

Sent from my Huawei Mobile

-------- Original Message -------Subject: China-Australia Business Co-operation 2018
From: Info Cottontail Wines
To: "'daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au' "
CC: "'dmaguire@
"

Hi Daryl,
We are in currently negotiating with an a group in Melbourne to facilitate contracts to
supply wine into China.
The company we are dealing with is "AusQuality International P/L", who have a number of
quite large interested buyers from China & we are hoping to get some agreements in
place shortly.
There is a delegation from a very large Chinese group, who are looking to visit AusQuality
in Melbourne in February.
AusQuality are planning a "Chinese New Year Meeting" in Melbourne, & have tentatively
arranged this for Thursday 22nd Feb.
I was hoping to invite you to this come & address the gathering, & hopefully assist in
cementing the business relationship.
I guess the 1st thing is to try & lock in the date with you.
If you are available, I will then further advise the location, time & attendees, etc.
It could develop into an enormous business venture if things fall into place, & your
assistance would be most valued, if it fits your schedule.
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Could you please get back to me & advise the suitability, please
Regards
Gerry
If you have received this email in error or do not wish to receive notifications of our
coming events please reply with "unsubscribe"
Open Thursday - Sunday 11.30am - Late
Or by prior arrangement
02 69 284 554
562 Pattersons Road
WAGGA WAGGA - AUSTRALIA 2650
info@cottontailwines.com.au
www.cottontailwines.com.au
[Logo3-new]
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RE: Air Travel Information - D Maguire Visa Application
From:
To:
Date:

visa <visa@kundusyd.org>
Meagan Tuck <meagan.tuck@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Mon, 05 Feb 2018 16:24:59 +1100

We acknowledge the receipt of your document.
Thank you for contacting PNG Consulate-General Sydney.
Sincerely yours,
Visa Section
Papua New Guinea Consulate-General Sydney
Lev el 2/222 Clarence Street
Sydney, NSW 2000
P O Box A2273 Sydney South, NSW 1235
Phone: 02 9283 2070
Fax: 02 9283 5424
Visa Hours:
Morning, Tuesday & Thursday : 9:30 am - 1:00pm & 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Wednesday & Friday : 9:30 am – 1:00 pm (half day)

www.kundusyd.org and/or www.immigration.gov.pg
This email is sent by Papua New Guinea Consulate General Sydney. The information
contained in this email message and any attachments may be confidential information. If
you are not the intended recipient, any use, interference with, disclosure or copying of
this material is unauthorised and prohibited. This email and any attachments are also
subject to copyright. No part of them may be reproduced, adapted or transmitted without
the written permission of the copyright owner. If you have received this email in error,
please immediately: (1) notify the PNG Consulate General by calling (02) 9283 9020; (2)
notify the sender by return email; (3) delete the message and any attachments from your
system; (4) destroy any printed copy; and (5) do not disclose or use any of the
information contained in the message or the attachments. This notice should not be
removed from this email message. There is no warranty that this email is error or virus
free. Please consider the environment before printing this email.
From: Meagan Tuck [mailto:Meagan.Tuck@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Friday, February 02, 2018 4:01 PM
To: 'visa@kundusyd.org' <visa@kundusyd.org>
Subject: Air Travel Information - D Maguire Visa Application
Hi
Please see attached flight info for Daryl Maguire for Visa Application to PNG
Many thanks
Meagan Tuck
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
Ph: 0269 211622
Fx : 0269 214424
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Mo:
E: waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Daryl Maguire MP
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Clerk of National Parliament of Solomon Islands
From:
To:
Cc:
Date:

Kate Cadell <kate.cadell@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Meagan Tuck <meagan.tuck@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Beverly Duffy <beverly.duffy@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Tue, 20 Feb 2018 10:54:01 +1100

Dear Meagan,
Thank you for your telephone call this morning advising that Mr Maguire is currently in the
Solomon Islands and would like to visit the Clerk. Set out below are contact details that we
have on file, as per your request.
Mr Clezy Rore, Clerk of National
Parliament of Solomon Islands

Direct line at Parl. 22732
Mobile: 7495767
Email: clezy.rore@parliament.gov.sb

I will copy our Twinning Co-ordinator in on this email.
Kind regards,
Kate
Kate Cadell

Senior Council Officer – Office of the Clerk
Ext. 2773
kate.cadell@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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Meeting Request - Joe Alha
From:
To:
Date:
Attachments:

ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga <electorateoffice.waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
office@roberts.minister.nsw.gov.au
Mon, 07 May 2018 15:14:23 +1000
Joe Alha.pdf (686.03 kB)

Good afternoon,
Please find attached meeting request to be arranged
Many thanks

Meagan Tuck
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
0269 - 211622
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Daryl Maguire
Member for Wagga Wagga
Parliamentary Secretary for the Centenary of ANZAC,
Counter Terrorism, Corrections and Veterans.
76 Morgan Street (PO Box 2184) Wagga Wagga 2650
Tel: 02 6921 1622 or 1300 768 378
Fax: 02 6921 4424 Email: waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Web: www.maguireriverinameclia.com.au
Parliament House Macquarie Street Sydney NSW 2000
Tel: 02 9230 2155

The Hon Anthony Roberts, MP
Minister for Planning, Minister for Housing and
Special Minister of State
GPO Box 5341
SYDNEY
2001

L

]\!

Email: office@roberts.minister.nsw.gov.au
Attention: Robert Vellar

Dear Minister

Please find enclosed correspondence received from Joe Alha from J Group.
It would be appreciated if you can take steps to arrange the requested meetings.
Thank you.

Uf
rely

• y/agga Waggaf

7fAay 2018!
BT
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Brenda Tritton
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Joseph <Joseph@jgroup.com.au>
Friday, 4 May 2018 10:35 AM
ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga
FW: Correspondence from Daryl Maguire MP
Daniel.pdf

Dear Daryl,
Please mate I cannot hold this land holding anymore please see attatched .If I can get a meeting with
the department to find a way to move forward would be great

From: Matthew Daniel [mailto:mdaniel(5)pacificplanning.com.aul
Sent: Wednesday, 19 April 2017 3:51 PM
To: Joseph <Joseph(5?igroup.com.au>
Cc: James Matthews <imatthews(a)pacificplanning.com.au>
Subject: FW: Correspondence from Daryl Maguire MP
Democracy at work......
From: ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga imailto:ElectorateOffice.WaggaWagga(5)parliament.nsw.gov.au1
Sent: Wednesday, 19 April 2017 3:48 PM
To: Matthew Daniel <mdaniel(5>pacificplanning.com.au>
Subject: Correspondence from Daryl Maguire MP
Good afternoon Mr Daniel

.

Please see attached.
Kind regards
Adriana
Adriana Lions
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
waggawagga(q)parliament.nsw.gov.au
(02) 6921 1622

This email has been scanned by LANserve Email Defence.
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Brenda Tritton
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Joseph <Joseph@jgroup.com.au>
Friday, 4 May 2018 10:36 AM
ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga
FW: Letter to Minister for Planning 20161025
161026 PAC to Min re Campsie.pdf

Importance:

High

This was the letter originally sent to the minister.
From: Matthew Daniel [mailto:mdaniel@pacificplanning.com.aul
Sent: Wednesday, 26 October 2016 11:42 AM
To: Joseph <Joseph@igroup.com.au>
Cc: kim.slaminka@
: 'James Matthews' <imatthews@pacificplanning,com.au>
Subject: RE: Letter to Minister for Planning 20161025
Importance: High
Hi Joe
Thanks for the email and marked up letter. Some of the amendments are very helpful others have not been included
due to statements of planning process fact and correct description. The language used in these sections is done so
to complement other communication we are having with the department and regional panel.
Please find attached our final version. I will give you a call to discuss prior to sending.
Thanks
Matt

From: Joseph [mailto:Joseph@igroup.com.aul
Sent: Tuesday, 25 October 2016 9:47 PM
To: mdaniel@pacificplanning.com.au
Cc: kim.siaminka@
Subject: Fwd: Letter to Minister for Planning 20161025

Hi Matt,
Please refer to comments made by our coo who I can and look forward to introducing you too
tomorrow,please do not send till we have had the chance to discuss.thanks mate.

Sent from my iPad
Begin forwarded message:

.

From: Kim Slaminka <kim.slaminka@
>
Date: 25 October 2016 at 9:21:40 PM AEDT
To: Joseph <Joseph@igroup.com.au>
Subject: Re: Letter to Minister for Planning 20161025
i
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Pis call me on the mobile when you get this's
On Tue, Oct 25, 2016 at 5:55 PM, Joseph <Joseph@igroup.com.au> wrote:
Please review with your comments tonight needs to be sent tommorow morning
Kind regards,
Joseph Alha
Begin forwarded message:
From: Matthew Daniel <mdaniel@pacificplanning.com.au>
Date: October 25, 2016 at 5:53:42 PM GMT+11
To: 'Joseph' <Joseph@igroup.com.au>
Cc: 'James Matthews' <imatthews@pacificplanning.com.au>
Subject: Letter to Minister for Planning 20161025
Hi Joe

Please review and provide any comments. We are seeking to send this
tomorrow morning.

Thanks

Matt

This email has been scanned by LANserve Email Defence.
For more information please visit www.emergingit.com.au

Report this message as spam

This email has been scanned by LANserve Email Defence.
For more information please visit www.emergingit.com.au

2

Volume 27

1840

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

This email has been scanned by LANserve Email Defence.
For more information please visit www.emergingit.com.au

Report this message as spam

This email has been scanned by LANserve Email Defence.
For more information please visit www.emergingit.com.au

This email has been scanned by LANserve Email Defence.
For more information please visit www.emergingit.com.au

Report this message as spam

This email has been scanned by LANserve Email Defence.
For more information please visit www.emergingit.com.au

3

Volume 27

1841

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

Pacific Planning
Property |

Planning |

Project Management

Suite 20.05, Level 20, Goldfields House, 1 Alfred Street
SYDNEY NSW 2000

26 October 2016

The Hon. Rob Stokes MP
Minister for Planning and Environment
Dear Minister,
Rezoning Review Request
124-142 Beamish Street, Campsie
I write to you on behalf of the landowner and applicant in relation to a planning proposal to amend
the Canterbury Local Environmental Plan 2012 for a significant and large consolidated site within
Campsie town centre, located at 124-142 Beamish Street.
The planning proposal seeks to increase the maximum building height from 21 metres to a range of
building heights including 50 metres; 60 metres; and 79 metres and will facilitate a mixed-use
development that will include:
•

A 2 storey podium across the site

•

5 buildings ranging in height from 8-25 storeys

•

25 storey element in the form of a tower at the corner of Beamish Street and Ninth Avenue

•

310 dwellings and 6,900sq.m of retail and commercial floorspace

•

Communal open space on the roof of Building D and a podium courtyard

The planning proposal was formally lodged on 9 October 2015 following months of extensive
conversation and pre-lodgement collaboration with the then Canterbury City Council. The planning
proposal was refined following concerns regarding the height and the planning proposal was
amended on advice from staff in December 2015 with revised maximum height of building controls.
Following extensive consultation processes, it was advised that the planning proposal would be
presented to a meeting of Canterbury Council in May 2016, with a recommendation to progress to
thegateway for consideration. However, at the Ordinary Meeting of the new Canterbury
Bankstown Council on 26 July 2016, the recently appointed Canterbury-Bankstown Administrator
moved a minute to defer planning proposals that "primarily rely on the draft Sydenham to

Bankstown Urban Renewal Corridor for justification and have not received a Gateway approval
from the Department of Planning and Environment, until the strategy is finalised and reflective of
local planning needs".
1/4
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While the need to finalise the Strategy and the important role it will play in evidence based
strategic planning along the corridor is recognised, the concept plan for the subject site has been
designed in accordance with the draft Strategy as it seeks to deliver on the unique position of a
large amalgamated site within 150 metres of a major transport interchange at Campsie railway
station.
Further, the application process commenced in early 2014 when the applicant started working with
council on an appropriate development outcome given the strategic alignment with the former
council's expectations for the subject site and the Campsie town centre. The draft Sydenham to
Bankstown Urban Renewal Corridor Strategy was released for public comment in October 2015 well
after this process had commenced. It should be noted however, that the planning proposal
recognises the strategic planning framework of the Strategy and the relationship of the proposal to
the NSW government strategic direction.
It is important to note the extensive background to this proposal; and the collaborative approach
and dialogue between the applicant and the former council over the last 2.5 years. The landowner
at great expense and at considerable risk followed the guidance of public sector staff in good faith
and acquired additional land to help ensure a scheme to the satisfaction of the then council could
be objectively achieved.
Changes to the Rezoning Review process (formerly pre-gateway review) were recently announced
and commenced on 1 September 2016. The revised process seeks to increase independence,
transparency and to focus reviews on a strengthened strategic merit test. The Minister is
commended for implementing these reforms and.the strengthened strategic threshold for
proposals.
In accordance with the revised process, a rezoning review request was submitted to the
Department of Planning and Environment in September 2016 as the Council had failed to consider
the matter within 90 days and had also resolved that no planning matters within the corridor would
be considered until the Corridor Strategy had been finalised. Further, in this regard, the applicant
and this firm were advised by senior planning staff of council that the Corridor Strategy was
"vague" in its application and that the Department of Planning and Environment supported
council's position.
In regards to the review request, the Department of Planning and Environment's Planning Circular
(PS 16-001) notes that a key factor in determining whether a proposal should proceed to a gateway
determination should be its strategic merit. The Planning Proposal meets this test as follows:
•

•

Due to its size and central location to the Campsie town centre, the site is considered a key
location to assist council to meet its housing targets under A Plan for Growing Sydney and the
imminent South Subregional District Plan.
The draft Sydenham to Bankstown Urban Renewal Corridor Strategy identifies the site as 'main
street shop top housing' at its frontage to Beamish Street and 'high rise and mixed use' for the
remainder of the site. This includes buildings greater than 9 storeys, with towers and generally
commercial premises at lower levels. The concept plan has been designed in accordance with
the draft Strategy, and seeks to take advantage of the unique position of a large amalgamated
lot within 150 metres of a major transport interchange at Campsie railway station.
2/4
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•

•

The NSW government has announced the Sydney Metro City & Southwest metro line extension
between Chatswood and Bankstown (June 2015) and the draft Sydenham to Bankstown Urban
Renewal Corridor Strategy (October 2015) which establishes a strategic planning framework to
guide future development and infrastructure delivery including 36,000 additional dwellings
and 10,000 additional jobs within the 11 rail station precincts.
The planning proposal is consistent with the state government Strategy and meets the vision
and objectives to deliver "medium to high rise housing around a larger centre featuring a wide
range of new shops, businesses and community services". The Strategy comments "thereisa
strong market within Campsie for new unit developments, Campsie will continue to be a major
hub of retail and commercial activity within the corridor".

While the need to finalise the Strategy is supported, the proposal is consistent with the strategic
planning framework and any changes to the draft Corridor Strategy should be reflected in the
planning proposal at a later stage if necessary. This should not however, prevent the planning
proposal being considered by the Gateway and tested against the expectations and views of the
local community and be subject to further assessment and study.
The planning proposal is to be considered by the Sydney East Joint Regional Planning Panel at its
meeting of 9 November 2016.1 would therefore like to express significant concern over the panel's
decision making methods, having regard to a number of recent decisions, to subjectively assess
matters solely on their strategic and site specific merit, rather concerning themselves with Part 4
development assessment matters or the status, rather than content of a draft government
Strategy.
As you are aware, the Part 3 plan making process is designed to allow appropriate strategic merit
assessment while identifying consultation requirements and further study necessary to determine
adequate support for a final change to a LEP. It is often the case that significant projects, that
support job and housing growth in strategic locations do not get the opportunity to progress along
this process; not because they are inconsistent with a strategic plan, but because a draft plan has
yet to be finalised or even in some cases commenced.
I appreciate, and fully support the need for all planning proposals and development to be informed
by an evidence based planning framework, but the refusal of proposals from entering a process in a
planning system in which it already takes years to realise a final development outcome is hurting
business confidence and the ability to support the NSW government objectives for the provision of
jobs and housing in key strategic locations. We also contend that the recent actions of the new
council in relation to the strategic planning process for this project conflicts with the recent
guidelines for merged councils issued by your department.
As a result of the new council's actions; which it is contended amounts to the new council ignoring
state policy direction on the management of merged councils in a purposeful hindering of the
appropriate planning process, the land owner's confidence in the planning system is seriously
undermined; a key outcome which the subject state policy was attempting to avoid. In such
circumstances it is difficult to maintain good will and confidence in the government's issued
directions which are relied upon by business in investment decisions.

3/4
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We look forward to the regional panel's consideration of the planning proposal under the guidance
of the revised rezoning review process and trust that the Sydney East Joint Regional Planning Panel
will apply the revised assessment criteria in accordance with the Department of Planning and
Environment's Guide to Preparing Local Environmental Plans.
Thank you for your consideration of our concerns. We look forward to progressing the matter with
Council, the Department, the Greater Sydney Commission and the independent advice from the
regional panel. If you have any questions in relation to this matter, please do not hesitate to
contact me on 0437 521110.
Yours sincerely

0| •
James Mathews
Planning Director
Pacific Planning
Copy to Mr Daryl Maguire MP
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INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION

5

RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN INVESTIGATORS PAUL GRAINGER AND
TIM FOX OF THE INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION AND
ROBERT TUCK AT WAGGA WAGGA ON 29 OCTOBER 2018
TIME:

3:54PM

PRESENT:

INVESTIGATOR PAUL GRAINGER
INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX
ROBERT TUCK

GRAINGER:

This is an electronically recorded of interview between Paul Grainger
and Mr Robert Tuck. The date is the 29th of October, 2018, and the time
is 3.54pm. We're currently in Mr Tuck's residence in Kooringal in
Wagga. For voice ID, I will ask everyone to state their names, starting
with you, Robert.

TUCK:

Yeah, Robert John Tuck.

GRAINGER:

Tim.

FOX:

Tim Fox.

GRAINGER:

Mr Tuck, do you mind if I call you Bob during the interview?

TUCK:

Not at all.

GRAINGER:

OK. Just so you - so you're aware of the scope of the commission's
investigation, we are undertaking an investigation into allegations since
2012 Mr Daryl Maguire, the former member for Wagga Wagga, engaged
in conduct that involved a breach of a public trust by using his public
office, involving his duties whilst a member of the New South Wales
Parliament, and the use of parliamentary resources to have properly
gained a benefit, benefit for himself, a company known as G8way
International, and associated persons. Do you understand that?

TUCK:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

Bob, can I ask again your full name.

TUCK:

Robert John Tuck.

GRAINGER:

Date of birth.
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GRAINGER:

Do you have a mobile phone?

TUCK:

Well, I have one, but they're never turned on. We only have it for
emergency if and need when be.

GRAINGER:

OK. You have an email address?

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

What is that?
in phonetic alphabet,

TUCK:

,

@bigpond.com.
GRAINGER:

Thank you. Bob, could I ask you to read that jurat out on to the record
for me, please.

TUCK:

"This statement made by me accurately sets out the evidence which I
would be prepared, if necessary, to give in court as a witness. This
statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief, and I make it
knowing that if it is tendered in evidence, I shall be liable to prosecution
if I have wilfully stated in it anything which I know to be false, or do not
believe to be true. I am 77 years of age."

GRAINGER:

Thank you, Bob. Just to adopt a couple of things we discussed before the
commencement of the recorded portion of the interview. This is a
voluntary process. You are under no obligation to take part in the
interview. You may leave at any time, and you may refuse to answer any
questions I ask you. The commission is not exercising a coercive power
at this time. Do you understand each of those points?

TUCK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

During the interview, Tim and I - Time and I will ask you a series of
questions and may show you some documentation we have. You are
under no obligation to say or do anything unless you wish to do so. Do
you understand that?

TUCK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Anything you say or do will be recorded and may later be used in
evidence. Do you understand that?

TUCK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

In relation to evidence, evidence refers to the Commission’s
investigation, a criminal prosecution which may result from the
commission’s investigation, or any disc in preceding. Do you understand
that?

TUCK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

We understand you may be a personal friend of Mr Maguire.

TUCK:

Yes.
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GRAINGER:

And you may have considerable loyalty to him. However, I need to
advise you that the allegations under investigation are serious. With that
in mind, please be advised that pursuant to the Independent Commission
Against Corruption Act, it is a criminal offence to deliberately provide
false or misleading information to an officer of the commission,
exercising their functions under the act. Any information you provide in
this interview need to be true and correct to the best of your knowledge
and belief. Do you understand that?

TUCK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

If it is established that you have provided false or misleading information
to the commission, or to Tim and I during the course of the interview,
you may be criminally prosecuted. Do you understand that?

TUCK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So there is no misunderstanding, but Tim and I are officers of the
commission, and the conduct of this interview is an official function
under the Independent Commission Against Corruption - Independent
Commission Against Corruption Act. Do you understand that?

TUCK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Do you have any questions?

TUCK:

No, not at this junction.

GRAINGER:

Do you - have you understood everything I've told you so far?

TUCK:

I think so, yes.

GRAINGER:

Bob, can you give me your background of your employment history,
please.

TUCK:

Of my -

GRAINGER:

Employment history.

TUCK:

Employment. How far back do you want to go?

GRAINGER:

First - let's go from - I'll just – you’re working life. Just tell us about
your working life succinctly.

TUCK:

Well, here we go. I left school when I was 15 after doing my
intermediate certificate. Shortly thereafter, I joined the Queensland
insurance company now known as QBE and worked in their accounts
department. After about 18 months, I had a yearn to go to the country
and I subsequently became a jackaroo at Borambola Park just outside
Wagga. Borambola Park at that stage was the leading polled short horn
stud in Australia. There I remained for about 18 months and left because
the property was sold, and my role job didn't go with the sale of the
property. Went back to Sydney and joined an insurance company called
Harvey Trinder Insurance. There, I worked until I was about 19, 19 and
a half. Joined the New South Wales Police Force and was subsequently
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after - I did my probation at North Sydney number six division, and
about 18 months service. I was transferred to Dryandra where I served
for about 12 months to 18 months. I be - went on to A-list and was
transferred back to Sydney where I served at Philip Street. At Philip
Street, I became aware of what would now be termed as corruption, and
refused to become involved in it, and was subsequently paraded for my
effort before the superintendant of detectives who gave me a so-called
kick in the arse. And I ended up being transferred to Collaroy in general
duties. At Collaroy, I served for, I don't know, two or three years, and
then I asked for a country - I was married shortly thereafter, and then I
asked for a, a country transfer and was transferred to Broken Hill. At
Broken Hill, I served at the central police station for about 12 to
18 months and was appointed officer in charge of the North Broken Hill
Police Station had a responsibility for the North West corner of New
South Wales touching on tipper burrows patrol. After five years or
thereabouts at Broken Hill, I was transferred as off - officer in charge of
police at Loreton, new Port Macquarie, and I served there for, not quite,
five years and finished in the job in 1974 as a result of an injury to my
right arm. After that, I was - my wife and I purchased a, a, a
Newsagency at Wangi Wangi near Newcastle, and had that business for
two to three years. I might add, Wangi wasn't - the Newsagency wasn't
my line of work, and I yearned to go into something different. I found it
hard to, to possibly adjust myself out of being a former policeman into a
city street, that took some time. During my time at, at Wangi, I worked
for - and I haven't made an issue of this or told many people,
in
Newcastle. In hindsight, he was a former major in the army. I did not
know much else about him, and I use to report to him on incidents that
were to do with the Wangi Powerhouse and potential union interruption
at the Powerhouse. I did not tell anyone in Wangi for obvious reasons of
my role there, because it may affect my business. After the sale of my
business, I worked for Bayer Australia as the regional manager for Bayer
in the Newcastle region. And after some years, I'm trying to remember
how many, but after a number of years, my wife and I - my wife's father
had passed away, and she's a Holbrook girl. And we decided that we
needed to come back to this area to be closer to her mother. As a result
of that, I built a house at Holbrook and had a small farm where I - where
I bred poll dorset sheep, show sheep, and stud sheep, and it was only a
small farm, but I ended up with about 150 breeding
(UNDECIPHERABLE) at the mean - in the mean time, I also had a job,
because I need an income and I worked for a number of employers after
that, and roughly my job in each were about 5 years. And that started off
with a role with a, with a company - a subsidiary of Clark Rubber
Wholesale called Quipmaster Filtrite. I was there for a number of years
with them, and then I was poached by Davey Pumps, where I was the
national Product Manager for a product ranging Davey Pumps based in
Melbourne. That company, I was there a number of years. The GM
come one day and said, "I'm going to replace you with a, a guy that's got
a, a - an MBA, and I'm going to replace the other Product Managers." So
we were all given six weeks’ notice and terminated. From there, I ended
up working for Wormald International as the general manager for Aubrey
Door Centre, and we manufactured prison equipment. Prison door
construction equipment, and also we were involved in major construction
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work with, with, with various governments, and we assisted in building
the present Parliament House and the Chinese Embassy in Canberra. We
also were involved in the construction of many gaols both in Victoria,
New South Wales, South Australia, and Western Australia. We had a
special door and, and, and door frames and what have you for self
construction. And I, with another staff member, invented a particular
door hinge, which has currently been poached and used by other
manufacturers. Wormald again was sold because a Singapore owner of
the company or major shareholder decided to pilfer $70 million from the
company, and as a subsequent to the - or as a result of that, the people at
Worm - Wormald decided to sell off, off a lot of their subsidiary
companies and mine was one of them. I was asked if I wished to
purchase and I said I did. And - but any how, as a result of that, the GM
decided that - that my finance would take some time to, to put together,
and that he'd had another offer from another person, and I was without at
job. At that time, that other person managed to persuade my staff to hide
product, probably about $20,000.00 worth from the stocktake. My loyal
staff drew my attention to it, and I formally notified Wormald to that
effect. Wormald were most appreciate of, of it, and compensated me
accordingly. Between each of these jobs, I suffered a period of
unemployment, up to six months possibly, at one stage. But anyhow,
after a period of unemployment, during that time, I did various work for a
friend on the far and drove trucks for him and what have you. Then I
was offered a job as Regional Manager for AVJennings Homes in this
region, and I, I had that job for about 5 years. And I use to commute communicate to Wagga in the region from Holbrook. After a period of
time, my wife and I decided to re-establish ourselves or establish
ourselves in, in Wagga because of the travel involved from Holbrook to
Wagga. It was only a matter of time before I had a major accident with
on-coming traffic or whatever. After five years or thereabouts, the
regional manager of AVJennings decided that he had a mate that he
wanted to give my job to and I was sacked. I took my company then to,
to, to - or threatened to take them to court, and subsequently, the boss
from Melbourne came up and we had a discussion, and, and we settled
out of court. And I was given compensation of about twenty grand,
which I was pretty pissed off about losing my job naturally, but the
compensation was to compensate me for a vehicle on lease, and what
have you, where I would have been so - fin - financially penalised. After
the AVJennings, there was a period of unemployment, and I worked,
thankfully, for, for a friend, who was the regional manager for DEET,
Department of Employment, Education, and Training, who he, in turn we became good friends, and he, in turn, put me in touch with an
organisation called the Chamber of Manufactures of New South Wales
where I was offered a position as regional manager for, for this
organisation. And I worked for them for probably four to five years.
And at the end of that, they - it - at, at a point in time that they came to
me and said, "We're going to close the office down, and we're going to
let the guy in Albury run the office from Albury." Now, I'd appointed
that guy, because I'd increased the business so much here within the
Riverina region that I just couldn't handle Albury, Wagga, Griffith, and,
and the region as well. They told me that my job had been totally made
dysfunctional, so I had to accept that. Now, as a defunction on an
occasion, a solicitor came up to me and told me what was going on, that
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they hadn't - they hadn't really replaced - really, my job hadn't been made
dysfunctional. And subsequently, I was - suffered a nervous breakdown
as a result of this, and I was diagnosed with PTSD and all that sort of
stuff. And, and I went legal. And it's at this point in time that Daryl,
Daryl got involved as a president of the Chamber of Commerce, and
assisted me immensely with, with my psychological problem, he became
a good listener. And, and he directed me towards a very good friend of
his who was a - had a law firm in town, and they subsequently handled
my matter of unfair dismissal. Went to the unfair dismissal court here in
Wagga, and I was - I was - had a - the, the matter was successful and I
was ordered the maximum compensation of six months, I think it was,
salary. And then the solicitors decided to take it to the - to the District
Court, or the Supreme Court in Sydney under an Occupational Health
and Safety matter. Sorry I'm taking your time up. And I, I subsequently
- the, the employer was castigated severely by the - by the judge, and I
accepted an offer to settle the issue on the matter and get it out of my
system, and get it finished with. Unfortunately, it still plays on my mind,
as you can probably see by the emotion I'm getting. But anyhow, that's
now many years ago. I forget now the date, I've tried to put it out of my
mind.
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GRAINGER:

Did you start in academia shortly thereafter?

TUCK:

Yes. The, the, the friend - my good mate at DEET, we were having a
beer one day and he said, "Tucky, why don't you, you do a course, you
know, out at the Uni?" And I said, "Mate, come off it. I left school at 15
and only got my [17:17:04] (UNDECIPHERABLE) I said. He said, "No,
no, no. You know I'm out there. Ring up one of your mates and see if
they'll let you go in as a - as a mature aged student." So I thought about
it and I did. And the fellow that I knew, a professor out there, he, he
came back to me and said, "Look, with your work experience," he said,
"We will accept you as a mature aged student to do master’s degree."
And he said, "With your knowledge and all that," he said, "You'll be
ideal." So with that in mind, I thought, shit, this is an opportunity, so I, I
grabbed it. I did my master’s degree in less than two years. I treated it
like a job going to work each day, and I would go in there and drive my
wife crazy at the computer from 9.00 to 5.00 basically. During the
course of the master’s degree, I, I, I sent it on international study and
international work, because I'd been working in China and doing some
stuff there, but it was pretty, pretty basic. And how that came about is I
first went to China in 1982, I think. It was shortly after the Cultural
Revolution ended and China opened up to the west. And Davey was
buying electric motors. Now, Davey use to make electric motors up to
two horse power, but there beyond, they were buying them from china at
that particular point in time, three horse power and beyond. So my wife
and I had a break, and we went to Hong Kong. And then from Hong
Kong, we went into China for a night or two, and I, I went to the factory
and just had a look at the factory, and just, you know, familiarise myself
with the manufacturing of these motors and what have you. And that
was my first real introduction to China, and doing business in China.
And, and, and I really fell in love with - not in love. I really had a lot of
respect for the Chinese people that I met, and the conditions that I saw.
And I saw China in its rawest, virtually hadn't changed much after the

1851

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

Cultural Revolution. And, and its - it was an eye opener. And I tell my
Chinese students now what I saw and they - most of them jokingly say
our grandparents tell us all about that, which makes me sound - feel
really young, but anyhow. From that time on, I, I - with the Chamber of
Commerce - chamber of manufactures, I, I kept, I kept an eye on Chinese
things and sort of got involved now as much as I could with, with, with
taking or sourcing companies here. And that was part of my job, to, to
basically get them involved in China. Didn't have much success, but I
sort of had that sort of feeling to try and do it. Sometimes I think I might
have pissed off the people in head office who had the job responsibility,
but I had the contacts and, and they didn't. So - limited contacts, I might
add.

5

10

GRAINGER:

Your thesis ended, ended up being on corruption in China?

TUCK:

Yes. So - can you just turn that on and I'll go get some - I'll get some
books for you.

FOX:

No, no it’s all right.

GRAINGER:

No, it's all right. We're just - yep. It's fine.

TUCK:

Right. OK. So during the course of the MBA and the professors out here
and, and some of the lecturers have said, "Look, you've got a, a - an input
into Chi - can I just go back. In, in mid 1995, whilst still working for the
chamber, and this involves Daryl, and Kunming, our sister city, Wagga's
sister. The Kunming people invited me in my position, and Daryl, in his
position, to go to China to a - I think we went originally, there might
have been some sort of a trade fair or something. But any how - Daryl
and I and a number of other fellows went over there, and it was virtually
a bit of a holiday, but we did sort of participate in, in, in meeting people,
members of the Chamber of Commerce, and, and certain manufacturers
and things like this, but no real business was done. But that was over a
week or thereabouts, the trip was, from memory. It would have been a
good week, because we went from various - we went into various parts of
Yunnan prove - province as well. We went right up to the Tibet border,
and things like that. So Daryl and I from then, really there on as well,
became, you know, really good friends, and, and it continued there on
with, you know, wives. And, and I use to say to him he was such a good
talker and all that, you know, listening to his speeches in, in Kunming at
the time. "Why don't go into Parliament, mate? You're a good talker."
And I urged him, I really did. I - I pushed him into it. And I think there
was others as well, but, you know.

GRAINGER:

So Daryl was the Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce at the point in
time, wasn't he?

TUCK:

Yeah, he was the Chairman, yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Now, have you remained employed by the university?

TUCK:

No, no, no. I wasn't employed by the university, this university, no, no.

GRAINGER:

OK.
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TUCK:

No. I was doing it just a student.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

A mature aged student. And during the, the latter part of it, they
approached me and said, "Why don't you do a doctorate?" And I said,
"Come on, you know, like, you're talking to RJT sort of thing." They
said, "No, no, no, no." I think really, in hindsight, yes, I did have some have some intimate knowledge of China and all that, but, you know, I
think that, you know, I underestimated my ability really at that point in
time. But during the course of doing the MBA, I, I identified certain
things that were researchable, and one of them was corruption. And, and
how, how Chinese might think about corruption, and how Australian
managers think about corruption. And as a result of that, I said, "OK."
And I put forward a proposal, which you've got to do, and it's got to be
sort of legit, and it goes before the academic board or whatever it is, and
they give it the tick, and all that sort of stuff. So I set to, and I - to do a I didn't do a PHD, I did what they call a professional doctorate. Now,
there's a lot of debate in, in, in the universities or academe, out here
especially, because I don't know what the others thing about it, which is
the better. Now, a PHD, basically, is you put forward a hypothesis and
you prove or disprove the hypothesis and leave it at that. A professional
doctorate, which I did a doctorate, a doctor of business administration,
you have to - at the conclusion of your findings, you have to make a
submission on recommendations for government or industry and, and the
implications for your research for them, and what have you. You go
another step further forward, which to my mind - and, you know, I've,
I've, I've sort of said towards the conclusion, you know, a PHD sounds
more gritty, you know, it's recognised rather than a professionals
doctorate. I said, "Are you going to stick with you DBA?" I think they
wanted to numbers, but anyhow, sobeit. I now believe that a DBA or a
professional doctorate, has certain strengths over a PHD. And you hear
some of the wank PHDs that people put, put up out there, you know, and
they probably never ever complete them, and they really are wank
subjects, they really are. And during the course, you know, I've never
been in a university - what would you call it, lecture room, you know.
The typical lecture room with the seats high up, and all that sort of
bloody stuff. Never seen one out there, never - it was all done by
correspondence, all, all done privately to get it. It took just on 10 years, a
700 page thesis.

GRAINGER:

So with, with Mr Maguire -

TUCK:

Yep, keep on talking.

GRAINGER:

- did - you met him in -

TUCK:

I'm just going in here. You got me talking.

GRAINGER:

You, you met him in 1995?

TUCK:

No, no. I think it would have been shortly before that.
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GRAINGER:

OK. And did you, you indicated before that you convinced him to run
for Parliament.

TUCK:

Yeah, I -

GRAINGER:

Were you a member of a political party at that point in time?

TUCK:

Can I just say, I don't know whether I convinced him, but I certainly
urged him.

GRAINGER:

Encouraged him.

TUCK:

Yeah, encouraged him.

GRAINGER:

Were you a member of a political party at that point in time?

TUCK:

No, never have been. Never will be.

GRAINGER:

OK. How would you describe your relationship with Mr Maguire?

TUCK:

Then or now, or what? I've told you, friends.

GRAINGER:

Yep, OK. Close social friends?

TUCK:

Well, rather close, because his daughter recently got married after she
lost her husband, that you're probably aware of, and we were invited to
the wedding.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Of late - yeah. In the early stages of his political career, we use to have
barbeques at his house, and things like that. But that, that sort of doesn't
happen of late.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

I'm just gunna give you some names and tell me if you know the people
if you could, please. And Phil Elliott.

TUCK:

I know - don't know him well, but I know, know him.

GRAINGER:

OK. How do you - what do you know about Phil?

TUCK:

I, I know that he's on the board of the RSL Club. I checked it before I
left there today. Phil Elliott is a mystery man to my mind. Phil Elliott, I
think, is a former school teacher. I, I don't know that precisely, but I
think he - I think on the occasion that I met him in Daryl's office, I think
that was discussed. He operates, or has an office, it think still, at the
BEC centre. But he's - I have asked my mate, who I've mentioned in the
correspondence, because he has - did have a role years ago at the BEC.
What he knows about him, he knows bugger all neither. I have an
inkling that he, he assists businesses somehow, but he's never been in
business, so how can he assist business?
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GRAINGER:

So what do you know about his relationship, if any, with Daryl?

TUCK:

What do I know about?

GRAINGER:

His relationship with Daryl?

TUCK:

I'd say - I, I think they're reasonably close, but I don't know how close.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

I knew - if I can go to the time that I met him in Daryl's officer, and
Jesus, you're straining the, the old brain now. He, I think - I'm not - I'm
not - look, I'm not sure, I've thought about this. I don't think it was the
Wuhai incident, talking about Wuhai. I think it was talking about
another venture that Daryl asked me to become involved in with them
and, and I'd forgotten all about this venture until I reread some of the
stuff that I've got on file about them, or him. And, and you, ICAC. I've
got a file in my computer, right, or a folder, or file, whatever it is. And I
think it might have been - and that involved, what happened here, we TAFE lost a contract at the RAAF Base to train engineers. And Daryl
had come back from one of his trips in China, and he had a - he had a, a
guy in China looking to, to train Chinese people, similarly to what TAFE
was doing at the RAAF Base. And I got involved with the Director, the
boss lady of TAFE to try and get the staff involved that were being putt
off from TAFE, and subsequently, I think were, to, to get them involved
in this contract, Chinese contract. To - in other words, they left one job
to do another job with, with a Chinese Enterprise. And I've got all that
documented. As a result of that, I think it - I think this was the occasion I
met Phil. The - I don't know what Phil's role was going to be in it,
because I know we were talking about teaching, teaching, teaching
something, or having a conversation about teaching. But I, I wasn't part
of that particular conversation. And it was only very brief, it was only
very brief.

GRAINGER:

OK. I've, I've got some emails I'll show you later on between you and,
and come people that may help refresh your memory, so we'll come to
those.

TUCK:

Have you been raiding my emails?

GRAINGER:

We can't say that.

TUCK:

Well, if you've got them, you must be.

GRAINGER:

The people - I'll just through these names again. Gerry McCormick.

TUCK:

Yeah, Gerry, Gerry McCormack was my - well, I don't know whether he
still is, but he, he owns a, a - an, an investment insurance. He's my
wife’s - he's my investment advisor. And he's now - he's now out at well, a young bloke has taken over the business, but I don't understand
the extent than the business has been taken. I think Gerry still has a some involvement in it, but Gerry had a miraculous, miraculous rise
financially. Gerry had - when I first met Gerry was when I was working
for the Chamber of Manufacturers, he had a, a business next door. And
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somehow or rather, I met him - I don't know where I met him now. And
I needed to put money into superannuation, and I knew Gerry was next
door, and I sought his advice. And that's how we got involved.

5

GRAINGER:

Yep.

TUCK:

And I took Gerry to China once, and to Harbin. And are you aware of
my Harbin credentials?

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

TUCK:

And Gerry made a complete arsehole of himself in Hong Kong on the
forward journey and got himself drunk and was - we went and had a
chow feed down on the water front, and Gerry was chasing around the
Chinese waitress and bloody trying to kiss her, and what have you. And
the cook come out with the old traditional Chinese chopper and was
chasing Gerry, and Jesus, it was a shemozzle. And I bloody just told him
he wasn't continuing the journey, and I refused to take him to Harbin if
that's the way he was going to behave, and what have you. My other
mates, there was two other fellows that I was taking up there to buy
furniture, and they persuaded me to let him - let him continue the
journey. And while he was there, he developed pneumonia because he
was pissed in, in a Hong Kong Irish bar, or whatever it was, and sitting
underneath an air conditioner and ended up with pneumonia. Jesus
Christ, all hell sort of happened up in Harbin with Gerry.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, we understand Gerry has a winery now?

TUCK:

Yeah, and this is what - business must have been very good for him to go
with the arsehole out of his trousers, which when I first met him, he did
have. And, excuse the French language, but this the way I talk. So he
did have a miraculous - and I put it down to the changes in
superannuation schemes, and what have you, which came in about all this
time. But he went from this bloody, you know, living in a very modest
home with
. And next minute, they're building this bloody
castle there, and a restaurant. And I, I, I was out there and saw it getting
built, but I have never been invited to go out there because, I think, of the
incident in Hong Kong.

GRAINGER:

What year was that built roughly?

TUCK:

Jesus, you're straining the brain now. I -

GRAINGER:

Can't remember? That's OK.

TUCK:

Yeah. It's, it's been up a while now. It's, it's - I use to sort of say to him,
you know, and I still say this, Gerry's a
in a lot of ways, because he
promotes his wine as if he's got a thousand acres of bloody grapes. He's
got 10 acres of red and 10 acres of white. And I refused to get him
involved in, in, in sales, because he was telling the Chinese on the trip we
did go to Harbin, you know, "I can do this, I can do that." And he started
off trying to sell his wine, I think, for 17 bucks a bottle, and he got down
were treating him like a fool, you
to six. And when he got -
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know, and I'm kicking him under the table. "Shut up, shut up, shut up,"
you know. But the price went down, down, down, down. He still didn't
get a sale at 6 bucks. But he had this - he had this bee in a bottle sort of
thing that he wanted to get it into China, you know. And anyhow, he, he
went up, I don't know how many times, but a number of times, without
my assistance or involvement whatsoever, and he did, did make sales,
because he, he, he got - he got TV news and all the paper - newspaper
news and all this sort of bloody stuff, you know. And I use to say, well,
"You can't - you can't, look, the advice you're giving to exporters are
you've got to have enough for your Australian market and enough for
your export market, because if you haven't got enough for your export
market, you're going to embarrass Australia." That was the advice he use
to give people, you know. And I use to say to him, "How are you going
to keep up supply if you get a bloody big order like you're looking for?"
But what he was doing, I think, he was going to Yellow Tail Wines, and
they were making his wine. And I think he was sort of going to buy their
wine and put his label on it. And I think that's what he's been doing.
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GRAINGER:

All right. How about the name of Gordon Tse?

TUCK:

Yes, and I mentioned him in a correspondence.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. And how do you know Gordon?

TUCK:

Gordon, Gordon first came to my mind - his brother in law use to own
the Chinese Kooringal restaurant, and they sold it to Gordon. And
Gordon came from Tumut, I think, down here to buy - I, I had a
restaurant in Tumut, at the RSL Club from memory. I think it was
Tumut, it might have been Batlow. Batlow. One of them. And he came
down here and took over the restaurant. So he went very well, and
Gordon, Gordon ended up owning - and, and he opened another business,
the Golden, Golden Seasons in town, and he had that for a number of
years, and it did very well. And then he kept it for a while, and then he
became - took over the restaurant at the - at the Rules Club. He leased or
sold the seasons, and leased or sold the Kooringal Restaurant to his sister,
who's just given it over - they're retired and given it over to her son. He's
gone out - he has been out of the, the restaurant at the Rules Club for
some years now. I last saw him there years ago. You can find that out
yourselves. But he, Gordon, Gordon had a little - not much respect for us
white fellows, if you - he - I went in one time when I was in the Chinese
restaurant. I'm not sure if he owned it or - anyhow. It might have been
his sister, and he was - he was there with a group of Chinese. He, he was
rambling on about us white fellows, you know, and, and he was talking I understand a little, and he was talking about

And my friend said, "You better tone down, Bob understands
a bit of Chinese." So that was sort of one of my first meetings with, with
Gordon. But Gordon and I got on very well together. He and I are going
- moving back - I think he separated from his wife. His wife's a lovely
girl, and he moved back to Guangzhou he - the last I spoke to him, he
had two or three big restaurants over there, like five, 600 hundred seaters
apparently doing very well.
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GRAINGER:

OK. Is - does Gordon know Daryl?

TUCK:

Christ, yeah.

GRAINGER:

And how does that connection work?

TUCK:

Well, you go back now Wuhai.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

But I, I would have thought Wuhai would be - they would have had
known one another for - over other things, but I'm not really familiar with
what they're -

GRAINGER:

All right. What about Gerry McCormack, does he know Daryl?

TUCK:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

And how's that connection through?

TUCK:

I can't precisely say, but he would - he would have known him, yeah. He
would know him, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Tim McMullen.

TUCK:

I don't know. I know the name. Is he got to the with Daily Advertiser or
something?

GRAINGER:

No, it's a, a wine - a vineyard as well, Borambola.

TUCK:

Borambola. Yeah, no. I don't know him, no.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

That's a pretty good winery. Likewise, I don't know how many grapes
they've got, but they seem to do very well at shows and things like that.

GRAINGER:

The other two people I have is Lydia Zhang and Humphrey Xu, but we'll
come to those during the, the trades in the discussion.

TUCK:

Yeah, all right.

GRAINGER:

OK. I just want to take you back to what you were saying about meeting
Phil Elliott in Daryl's office.

TUCK:

Right, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. And about an education opportunity back there - back then. And
we've talked about - they were talking about teaching, you said?

TUCK:

Yeah, they just had a brief discussion about teaching, but look honestly,
I, I - it was over my head. I wasn't sort of familiar with what -

GRAINGER:

Yep.
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TUCK:

And it wasn't very long. It was just sort of as if they knew what each
other was talking about. And it was - and, and I don't think Phil was
getting involved in this, this TAFE business. No, I think - I, I - I can't see
now in hindsight how he would be involved. But -

GRAINGER:

OK. Well, well, I'll -

TUCK:

- if I can just add with that TAFE business, a Brisbane company got the
job.

GRAINGER:

OK. I'll just show you a couple of documents here that may assist, assist
your memory. This first one is an email from Daryl Maguire to yourself,
and it's dated the 31st of October, 2011. It's commission reference
D-1-0-4-3-9-8-4-1. With - like all emails, I'll start from the bottom and
work the way up. So the first part's at the bottom. So have a read and
see what you - if you can recall that.

TUCK:

So this is 2011. This is the, the TAFE job I'm talking about. I only read
the first few -

GRAINGER:

All right.

TUCK:

Yeah, OK. I don't know that he will appraoch CSU or not and mention it
to someone, but I can't recall that.

GRAINGER:

Don't recall that at all?

TUCK:

I can't - I recall - look, I - this, this is a - yeah, I can recall receiving this
email, but I'm sure this, this Liaoning- I've got a photo of the guy and
everything, Daryl had sent me. But this is the TAFE business that I'm
talking about. And I think that's how, you know, I took it one step
further. And, and TAFE was about to lose their contract, and that's what
I sort of - sort of -

GRAINGER:

I'll show you - show - show you another -

TUCK:

That's what I've got the, the six months school principal training
programme from one of our (UNDECIPHERABLE)The provincial
government has been sending university principals to USA for the past
6 years. Yes, it's coming back. "This programme’s going to extend to
high school and primary schools in their province." Well, that's not the
TAFE job. You got another one, or something other?

GRAINGER:

Yeah, I'll show you. And just for the record, the original email from this
is from Lydia Zhang to Daryl. Daryl forwarded it to you.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

You said to Daryl, "I'll make enquiries to see who the right person to talk
about this is. My gut feeling tells me it's beyond the scope of CSU,"
which I assume is Charles Sturt University.

TUCK:

Yeah.
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GRAINGER:

"But you never know. Hopefully they'll ask. Face to face with someone
later this week, will keep you updated." And Daryl said, "Thanks." So it
appears about 11 days later, you sent an email to Daryl on the 11th of the
11th at 2.18pm, "I sent a message to the Dean of CSU's education school
on the 1st. I have not had the courtesy of a response. I am pursuing the
matter further."

TUCK:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

And Daryl, "Thanks, keep on it. Important for Wagga." You basically
come back and said that, you know, it'd be discourteous because you
didn't reply, "And I'll keep following it basically." Okay.

TUCK:

Yeah. Jesus, it's amazing how you - I, I - it's on record that I done it. But
I honestly can't - I don't know the outcome of that, you know. I - I'm
mixing it up with the TAFE bit.

GRAINGER:

We can come to that.

TUCK:

That's - that's Liaoning Province, right?

GRAINGER:

Do you remember in the beginning I mentioned that we're looking at a
company called G8way International?

TUCK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Do you know that company?

TUCK:

Not really. I heard that name at that meeting, that's - and I haven't really
heard it ever since, I don't think.

GRAINGER:

OK. The meeting in - with Phil Elliott in -

TUCK:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

- and you in Daryl's office.

TUCK:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. So what did you understand it to be?

TUCK:

I think it was the same conversation on the training bit, I think. That's,
you know -

GRAINGER:

OK. In relation to this first part of it, the 2011 Liaoning Province
training matter, you - this is an email in my chain between yourself and
Daryl dated the 22nd of November, 2011, at 10:30:51. There's a series of
emails. I'll get you to have a look at that starting from the back page,
forward.

TUCK:

This is from me. (UNDECIPHERABLE). Mmm, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Does that ring any bells?

TUCK:

Vaguely, to be honest.
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GRAINGER:

Yep.

TUCK:

Nothing ever eventuated, but I'm trying to work out, as I read it, why.

GRAINGER:

Well, it appears that there's, from the emails, and my understanding, that
Lydia Zhang is trying to organise the training of Chinese school teachers
through some process involving Charles Sturt University.
And
somehow, Daryl is in the middle of that.

TUCK:

Yeah, he always acted sort of as an intermediary type thing, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, right. So -

TUCK:

But I -

GRAINGER:

Wh- Why?

TUCK:

Why? Well, I got to answer for Daryl. Daryl always had the, "I'm
helping the community, I'm helping, you know, the - my region, my, my
electrets," sort of thing, if I'm answering for him. If he's making money
out of it, I don't know. I honestly don't know. There was never - the only
offer where there was money put to me, as I mentioned in one of the
correspondences, that was the, the Wuhai project.

GRAINGER:

We'll, we'll come to that.

TUCK:

Yeah. You - you've got me intrigued now. Have you got more
correspondence on this? I honestly can't remember why it didn't go
ahead. I can't even remember who I sent - if I've contacted CSU who I it would have done by email.

GRAINGER:

We'll, we'll come - we'll come to that.

TUCK:

Righto.

GRAINGER:

OK. Yeah, we'll come to that. So you’re further enlightened?

TUCK:

Although I do now remember something in - that, that went on.

GRAINGER:

So the -

TUCK:

If you had asked me a while ago, "What are the projects?" I would have
just said the, the aircraft one, because I, I looked through file,

GRAINGER:

Sure.

TUCK:

- and that same sort of - came to mind.

GRAINGER:

So what - the - what I'm trying to understand -

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- when you've said if you were talking - asking for a Daryl you say for
the benefit of the community. But what benefit of the community. But
what benefit for the community would it bring for the Member for
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Wagga Wagga to be trying to arrange a training scheme for Chinese
teachers?
TUCK:

Well, I think the idea was to - if I can remember that - to teach them here
at CSU, which would mean a, a certain increase in staff levels and
accommodation, and stuff like that, you know.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

TUCK:

You know, I think that would be a feasible answer. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

The next document I'll show you is D-1-0-4-3-9-8-3-6. Again, it's
another email chain. Stay - start from the back, work forwards.

TUCK:

OK. I'm thinking this is all one. Yeah. It's amazing how one forgets
things. I still don't know why it fell over. And I guess the monies
mentioned here. I might add that I had never received one cent in all my
doings and current doings with China. I've copped two broken legs out
of the incident, which plays on me today. And copped two deep veins,
veins thrombosis out of one leg, which one of them went to my chest or
lungs and was life threatening. So, you know.

GRAINGER:

So you'll see in here that Daryl says to you, "No. Our friend will get the
introduction and you do the rest." So, "Our friend will get the
introduction," who would "our friend" be?

TUCK:

Where's that one?

GRAINGER:

Here.

TUCK:

Yep. Well, he talks about Lydia Zhang and Humphrey Xu, but
Humphrey Xu's not mentioned there, is he?

GRAINGER:

No.

TUCK:

I was trying to recall - I was trying to recall, I sent Humphrey Shoe one
email. Maybe this is what it's do with, but I, I haven't looked to find if
I've got that email on record, but probably not - in my email, email
account, or, weather or not I transferred that to a file, I'm not sure.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, "No. Our friend will get the introduction and you do the rest.
They are agents of the Liaoning Government." So my reading that will
mean that someone gets you introduction, and that by introduction, I
assume that would mean a commission of some sort.

TUCK:

Say, say that again, my -

GRAINGER:

The paragraph says, "No. Our friend will get the introduction," OK. So
"introduction" should I read a commission or something there? Do you
think that's the appropriate way to read that, or another way I should read
that? "Our friend will get the introduction."

TUCK:

"Our friend will get the introduction," to who and for what?

GRAINGER:

Well, I said, "Our friend will get you the introduction," -
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TUCK:

Get me the introduction.

GRAINGER:

"And you do the rest."

TUCK:

And you - I do the rest.

GRAINGER:

So that - I, I may have misread that. That reads now that someone will
get you an introduction to someone to do something, which is I'm
guessing to line up this course. No clearer?

TUCK:

Try and give me some more.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

I - you, you - I'm sorry, but none of this eventuated, as far as I'm
concerned.

GRAINGER:

Sure.

TUCK:

So I've dismissed it all. I can assure you I didn't get any money out of it
or anything. Only a bit of bloody -

GRAINGER:

I-

TUCK:

- agra - my, my intent at that stage was probably looking for some sort of
involvement to keep me active, to keep me - the whole concept behind
me and not getting any money was to get, get, get together a list of
contacts, Chinese contacts for this, so I could email them my
questionnaire. And that was one of the reasons why I tended to get
involved in the no money bit.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Because I was getting payment in kind, quite, quite necessary. I had a
remarkable response to the Chinese - from the Chinese and from
Australian business managers for that.

FOX:

By that, you just - for the purpose of the record, are you referring to you -

TUCK:

I'm talking to me thesis, yes.

FOX:

Thesis, yeah.

TUCK:

The response rate was 50 odd per cent, which is unusually high for i.e.
corruption, the Chinese responding to it. But most - a lot of the Chinese,
you know, we think they're corrupt, all corrupt, they’re not and very
critical of us for being corrupt as well as - it's all in there, my book.

GRAINGER:

So moving forward on this, the - on the 21st of February, 2012, you sent
- this is an email chain, sorry, I'll re - rephrase that. On the 7th of
February 2012 at 10.58am, you sent an email to Daryl, "I haven't heard
from our Chinese friends. With that in mind, I think I should now
contact my contact at CSU and bring them up to date with my thoughts.
I believe right now I would be losing credibility at CSU. I don't want this

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

Volume 27

1863

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

to happen in case other projects come along. Your permission is
requested. Tucky." And Daryl replied, "Agreed." So TUCK:

Yeah, well, that'd be right. I mean -

GRAINGER:

So in 2012, you were talking about you don't want to lose credibility in
case other projects come along.

TUCK:

Yeah, I think maybe, maybe I was getting dicked around. You
mentioned a, a Chinese person or whatever. I think we were - Lydia Lydia Zhang was not in - it was Humphrey Xu, everything was
Humphrey Xu, everything. No - Lydia and, and Humphrey Xu were sort
of partners, but I never ever - I never ever met Humphrey Xu, I never
ever met Lydia Zhang. But, yeah they were - Humphrey Xu was often in
conversations.

GRAINGER:

OK. So that email I just read to you was in February 2012. On the 28th
of December, 2011, so 2 months prior, you sent an email to Daryl that
says, have written to Lydia, do you want a copy? Did not find what I
wanted on the," and I've spelt it Y-I-W-U, Yu-wa, Yai-wu" I'll read - I'll
give this to you. And for the purpose of the recording -

TUCK:

Wuai.

GRAINGER:

Wuai?.

TUCK:

Yes. It's all one word, actually.

GRAINGER:

So starting from the bottom down here, OK.

TUCK:

Try - right. "Have written to Lydia, do you want a copy? Did not find
what I wanted." It's just that - yeah. I was, at this point, confused on the
spelling of it. But it's spelt - that's all one word as you now realise.

GRAINGER:

So in 2011, we can establish from that there was some discussion about a
market, because Daryl has asked you to look at the website.

TUCK:

A market.

GRAINGER:

Yep. So the, the Wuai website. Wuai is the company that runs a market
in Shenzhen.

TUCK:

All right. OK. Yeah, right. You're now telling me -

GRAINGER:

So you don't remember that?

TUCK:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

No, sorry. Yiwu, it is.

GRAINGER:

Yiwu.

TUCK:

Yiwu.
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GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

I can read pinyin better than anything.

GRAINGER:

So the, the proposal for the trade centre here at Wagga -

TUCK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- hadn't been floated at this point in time.

TUCK:

I've lost me role of the dates and all that.

GRAINGER:

This, this, this is 2011.

TUCK:

Yeah. It wouldn't matter. Yeah, I, I don't know.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Or put it this way, I don't recall. That's a common phrase, isn't it? I don't
recall. Sorry. I - if I knew - if I could remember, I, I would tell you, but
I honestly don’t know.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall - do you know someone called Edmond?

TUCK:

Yeah, Edmond's my good friend in, in Kunming. I correspond - actually,
today, I corresponded with him.

GRAINGER:

He's a lawyer. Is that right?

TUCK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

He's a commercial lawyer.

GRAINGER:

Do you know someone by the name of Du Wei?

TUCK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Who's he?

TUCK:

Daryl - I was in Sydney on one occasion. I'm not sure whether I was
employed or unemployed, or, or what at this point in time with the
Chamber of Manufactures. And I went for an evening - I went to
Parliament house and met Daryl, and he took me for an evening meal.
And we went to a Chinese restaurant in the showground. And this is
interesting listening - and we met up with two Chinese fellows. Du Wei
was one of these Chinese fellows, and another one was a fellow named
Chen Yong Ling. Chen Yong Ling. Chen Yong Ling absconded or
defected from the Chinese Embassy. Du Wei was his boss, and we had
an evening meal. And I - day - Du Wei and Daryl mainly conversed, and
I conversed with Chen - Chen Yong Ling. There was two conversations,
separate conversations chiefly, you know. I'm talking to Du - Chen Yong
Ling mainly, and Daryl's talking to Du Wei mainly, you know. And
sometimes we'd sort of interpolate. But my, my discussion at night was
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chiefly to Chen, and he absconded two weeks later. He gave me no
indication he was going to abscond or defect.
GRAINGER:

So how did Daryl know the Consul General for China?

TUCK:

I don't think he was consul general. He was a Consul, but I don't think he
was that important. But he subsequently got transferred back with within weeks of that, of Chen defecting. I suspect he got a kick in the
arse, but Du Wei and still correspondence at Christmas time, just send
the greetings, you know.

GRAINGER:

So how did Daryl know him?

TUCK:

How did Daryl know him? I don't really know how they met.

GRAINGER:

I'm - I don't know how the member for Wagga Wagga would mix in
social circles with the consulate official for the Chinese Embassy.

TUCK:

Daryl made a, a - Jesus, here, I'm pre-empting, but Daryl did make an
effort to, to meet Chinese people. Now, I could have met Du Wei before
or after the incident I've just referred to as there was a delegation from,
from Canberra that - to Chinese Embassy here in Wagga, and Du Wei
was part of it. And I'm not sure if that was before or after the incident,
the restaurant incident that I'm talking about. It was possibly before.
Come back to your question, I think Daryl met him there. I have a
feeling he might have met him there - or he may have sort of known him
before that, but I certainly met Du Wei there, I, I think.

GRAINGER:

OK. So -

TUCK:

Well, we had - Du Wei gave me a pin, you know. A, a Chinese pin.

GRAINGER:

We'll come to that. The, the delegation from the Canberra consulate -

TUCK:

No, embassy.

GRAINGER:

Embassy, sorry. When was that, do you remember?

TUCK:

Now, you really got me.

GRAINGER:

Was Daryl the MP at the time? Was he a local member?

TUCK:

Yeah, yeah. Yeah. Yeah. Yeah. Yeah, it was a big delegation, and it
think the ambassador was there.

GRAINGER:

And do you remember what the purpose of it was?

TUCK:

Just the - well, spying. The - you know, it's fairly convinced in my mind,
and, and I will write about it in the current book that I'm writing, and I'm
a thousand pages into it, it's bigger than that. It's a Ben-Hur. I'm very
critical of China, very critical. I'll never go to China again after this book
is released. Even that, I was criticised, and I really stick up for 'em.
That, meaning my book. The - I'm firmly convinced that sister cities
formed in Australia were spying missions. And my con - conviction
towards that is now sister cities - Chinese sister cities with Australian

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

Volume 27

1866

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

sister cities have lost their momentum. They've got all they want out of
the various sister cities throughout Australia. But I'm, you know, I've
been part of many, many delegations, both inward and outbound. And,
and as soon as they get here, the cameras come out. I had a - I had a
delegation from Kunming here in the early days, and with Chamber of
Commerce people. And this house newly built. My wife and I built this
house, we built it using sub-contractors because of my knowledge from
AVJennings, you know, the knowledge I'd gained from that. We built it we didn't buy it or whatever. We, we built it, and built it by our own
hands. Anyhow, this delegation was here, and in the house taking photos
of me bathroom, everywhere. At that point in time, China had never - the
Chinese had never seen silicon, silicon rubber, and they were most
intrigued by it. This, this is way back now. I just say that, you know.
Cameras and - I'd, I'd often have to tell 'em wherever we went, "No
cameras, no cameras, you know." Certainly at placed in Griffith, I did. I
know you're probably not interested in that, but -
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GRAINGER:

What does the CCI stand for?

TUCK:

Just let me have a look at it. C - Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

GRAINGER:

OK. And there's one of those in Beijing, is there?

TUCK:

There - you mean one of those?

GRAINGER:

Yeah, Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

TUCK:

Yeah, there's - there would be at Beijing chamber, but there's an
Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry who, who - they help me
at the time with, with Australian managers working in China. They’ve
had, you know, had visitors in China. They don't do it now, but they
gave me a list of their, their members.

GRAINGER:

OK. Now, in 2012, was there some delegation that went to China that
you missed out on going on?

TUCK:

Say that again.

GRAINGER:

In 2012 -

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Was there a delegation to China that you were disappointed on not being
included in?

TUCK:

Can you tell me more? I've, I've been to so many delegations. Where
was it going to China?

GRAINGER:

I'm just reading that now. "I was going to Beijing and Kunming."

TUCK:

2012. Mmm, if I've said there, I - there must have been. I can't recall the
delegation that you're talking about.

25

30

35

Volume 27

1867

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

5

10

15

GRAINGER:

It seems to be a sister city type relationship between Wagga and
Kunming, and there was a contact between the council, different
councils.

TUCK:

Yeah, I don’t recall, sorry. Trade delegation, was a different trade -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TUCK:

To Kunming, 2012. Jesus. 2012. I don't know. It is amazing how your
memory fails you. Is it because I'm 77?

GRAINGER:

Maybe. Did you deal with Richard Chen? Do you know who that person
is?

TUCK:

Richard Chen.

GRAINGER:

And in Shenyang, Aerospace University?

TUCK:

Yeah, that's the - that's, that's the - that's the one I'm - I've been talking
about.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Now, I'll show you -

TUCK:

I've got a photo of him if you want.

GRAINGER:

No. I'll show you this email, OK. You were sent this email. It has
commission reference D-1-0-4-3-9-8-0-4. It's an email that was first sent
to Mr Maguire, and then Mr Maguire has sent it to you, and to another
email address called buttercat01@gmail. com.

TUCK:

Can I have a look?

GRAINGER:

Yep. And if you the - from the bottom up. Well, my understanding that
buttercat01 is an email address of Phil Elliott.

TUCK:

OK.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

I've never - I don't think ever corresponded with Phil by email.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

I don't recall, anyhow. If - before I read this, if I can just come in - I
occasionally meet Phil in, in - with mainly the Commercial club. My
mate, Tom, and I have coffee Mondays and Fridays to Commercial - now
we - RSL Mondays and Commercial Fridays. And sometimes, Phil has a
coffee with his mother at the Commercial Club. I haven't seen him
probably for 12 months or more, and I'll have a brief conversation with
him, "How you going mate?" Sort of thing, and all that.
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GRAINGER:

Sure.

TUCK:

But at one point in time, Phil was going to nominate me for the Board on
the RSL Club. Never eventuated, he was full of shit. Phil is a very sly
sort of a man, I find, and I consider myself as a judge of character, and
certainly by facial movement and what have you. I've made a bit of a like you, being an X, which some people are, you know, and I still do
that. And Phil, I, I just find is a pretty deep sort of a fellow. Have you
spoken to him?

GRAINGER:

Not yet.

10

TUCK:

Yeah, well, you've find him very deep. You'll find him - you won't get
conversation out of him like you're getting out me. He - he's smug, up
himself, a little bit arrogant. He's not my cup of tea in the sense. I
wouldn't sort of, you know, regard him as - I wouldn't want him as a
friend. You just, "Good day, mate, how you going?" sort of thing.
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GRAINGER:

OK. Let's look at this email from Mr Chen to Daryl.

TUCK:

OK.

GRAINGER:

I've highlights the part there that I want you to pay particular interest to
that, if you can.

TUCK:

Chen -

GRAINGER:

The whole - the whole email -

TUCK:

Chen Yong Qing, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yep, the whole email's relevant, but the highlighted part has some more
relevant -

TUCK:

"It was a great pleasure to have known you and your colleague in Sydney
hotel yesterday." Yeah, well, that certainly wasn't me. "As agreed,"
because I never ever met face to face with Chen Yong Qing. Chen, Chen
Yong Qing- Chen, Chen Yong - is Chen Yong Qing the consulate bloke
I'm talking about?

GRAINGER:

I don't know.

TUCK:

What did I say? What name did I say? Chen -

GRAINGER:

Close to that.

TUCK:

Chen Yong -

GRAINGER:

This bloke, this one's Richard Chen, though.

TUCK:

OK. Yeah, right. I'm getting - you're getting me confused now. Yeah,
'cause Richard Chen did come to Australia, yeah, yeah. OK. I think I
received an email, something like this. Do you like my emails from him?

GRAINGER:

We'll, we'll get to that.
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TUCK:

OK. SA - SAU. Who's SAU? Does it say here? SAU is appointed by -

GRAINGER:

Shenzhen Aviation University.

TUCK:

Yeah, OK. Right. And APFG, who's that?

GRAINGER:

I was going to ask you that.

TUCK:

I'll have to read some of the stuff I've got in silent.

GRAINGER:

OK. So do you recall who the APFG are?

TUCK:

No, not off hand, but I can look it up for you.

GRAINGER:

The APFG is a -

TUCK:

If I've got it.

GRAINGER:

- group called - is a group called the Australia Pacific Friendship Group.
It's a Parliamentary group that deals with both Asia and the Pacific Island
nations as a, a -

TUCK:

Wait a minute. I don't know the name, but - or this acronym, but wasn't
Daryl involved with that?

GRAINGER:

Our records indicate he was.

TUCK:

Yes, yeah. But you - when you've told me the full title, Daryl - it clicks
in that Daryl was involved.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Now I'm with you.

GRAINGER:

All right.

TUCK:

I should have my reading glasses. (UNDECIPHERABLE) Yeah, OK.

GRAINGER:

OK. So in that email, at the points in question, Mr Maguire - sorry,
Mr Richard Chen summarises a meeting they've previously. And he
says, "APFG will provide the curriculum - curriculum, teaching
materials, and some of the teachers." And Daryl's forwarded that to you
at some point.

TUCK:

No, I'm not sure if he has. Did he CC me?

GRAINGER:

Yeah, up here. Bob Tuck, Daryl sent it straight to you.

TUCK:

That's what I said, I think I have something like this, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Now, in a response to that email of which Daryl ultimately sent you a
copy on the 10th of May, 2012, at 9.39am, Daryl replied. You're copied
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into this reply, reply, as is Phil Elliott on his email address,
butteredcat01. It says, "Dear Richard, it was nice to meet you in Chen
Yang. Thank you for further correspondence regarding education
opportunities. I will pass this onto my colleagues for consideration and
response. You may receive further correspondence through out company,
G8way International. My colleagues are Dr Bob Tuck and Mr Phil
Elliott who are responsible for all education matters. Again, nice, nice to
meet you, we will be in touch shortly with a preliminary response. Kind
Regards, Daryl."

5

10

15

20

25

30

TUCK:

OK. Now, you've just triggered something. I was hoping to have some
sort of a role in this, had it proceeded, because at that point, I may have
still held, and have held my commercial pilot license.

GRAINGER:

You did.

TUCK:

I did.

GRAINGER:

So in, in your response, you said, "I hold an Australian commercial pilots
license," -

TUCK:

You know.

GRAINGER:

"And done so since 1967."

TUCK:

Yeah, yeah. Exactly, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. So -

TUCK:

And, and I thought maybe my training as a commercial pilot and my
experience as a commercial pilot would, would be - give me something
to do, you know. Have an involvement. That was taken in Broken Hill
at the time I received my commercial pilot's license in 1967.

GRAINGER:

So in -

TUCK:

I was the only commercial pilot and pilot in the New South Wales Police
Force at the time, and I was destined to form the police air wing – until I
met with my accident. And that was told to me by the Commissioner, or
the Assistant Commissioner.

GRAINGER:

You, you told us earlier about a meeting with Phil and - in Daryl's office
with you in relation to - you referred to as a TAFE matter.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Now, could that meeting have related to this aeronautical exercise?

TUCK:

No, that means principally about Wuhai, but this, this - I think - I've
thought about that meeting, I really have. And, and I, I think Phil was
there just to listen in. They did have this conversation about training.
And -

GRAINGER:

So, so this is a meeting about Yi-hai, you think?
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TUCK:

Wuhai.

GRAINGER:

Wuhai, yes.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And that was, you, you recall the focus of the meeting in Daryl's office,
was it?

TUCK:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. So -

TUCK:

And if you read, and I haven't correlated the dates, but if you read those
emails that I've sent you, and you, you do the correlations, it might work
in with that - I haven't done it.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, so this is 2012 in May. He's talking about "our company
G8way International" as a collective, "our company".

TUCK:

Not me.

GRAINGER:

"My colleagues, Dr Bob Tuck and Phil Elliott," -

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- "are responsible for all education matters."

TUCK:

Yeah, he's big noting there.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you have any knowledge of that at all?

TUCK:

In what way?

GRAINGER:

About A, G8way International, or B, you and Phil Elliott being
responsible for all education matters?

TUCK:

First of all, I only heard the name G8way International, I think, at that
meeting, and I had certainly have had no involvement with G8way, not
am I anyway committed to G8way, and I don't want to be committed to
G8way, and I never wanted to be committed with G8way because of Phil
Elliott. He's a man that I don't trust.

GRAINGER:

OK. So you're understanding is that Phil Elliott is associated with
G8way?

TUCK:

Yeah, he owns it.

GRAINGER:

OK. So how do you know that?

TUCK:

Mmm, it's - that's, that's just what I've assumed.

GRAINGER:

OK. So the statement here by Daryl through -

TUCK:

Is it - is it a registered company?
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GRAINGER:

Yes, it is.

TUCK:

And you've checked out that. Who's - is my name on that?

GRAINGER:

No.

TUCK:

Good.

GRAINGER:

You may receive correspondence -

TUCK:

Because if it is, it's false.

GRAINGER:

Yep. "You may receive correspondence through our company," our
being a collective.

TUCK:

Say that again?

GRAINGER:

So Daryl has said, "You may receive further correspondence," -

TUCK:

"From our" -

GRAINGER:

- "through our company, G8way International."

TUCK:

Well, he's ob - has he shown it as G8way, on G8way?

GRAINGER:

Well, that's what I was going to ask you. You knowledge of -

TUCK:

I don't know.

GRAINGER:

- Daryl's involvement to G8way?

TUCK:

I don't - I don't know.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

I don't know.

GRAINGER:

Following this up, you've sent a series of -

TUCK:

And if I can add to that, I had a feeling that there was some sort of a
connection, but I don't know if he had some sort of legal -

GRAINGER:

What umm–

FOX:

What connection did you figure there was –

TUCK:

Partnership.

FOX:

Between –

TUCK:

Him and Phil, yeah.

FOX:

Yep.

TUCK:

But I don't, don't really know. I just felt they were in it together.
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FOX:

What was it?

TUCK:

Mmm?

FOX:

What was it?

TUCK:

It, G8, or whatever it's called, yeah.

FOX:

OK. And so was G8 -

TUCK:

G8way, yeah.

FOX:

Was the business activity of G8way?

TUCK:

I have a feeling that this is Phil Elliott training that he does, you know.
You go back to this BEC office that he's got, and he's suppose to train
business people, which I find quite ludicrous, because he's never ever
been in business as far as - the only business I am aware of is, is this
business - G8, G8way, G8way, yeah.

FOX:

So as far as you're concerned, G8way was involved in training?

TUCK:

I think so, yeah. And I've since asked my mate about that, and he knows
bugger all. But I think he would say if he was here that he felt that he
was in training of some sort, yeah. See, being a former teacher, you
know, the two go hand in hand. But I felt that he was in training or doing
training programmes for business owners, you know, operatives.

GRAINGER:

So I'll show you another document. D-1-0-4-3-9-8-1-4 dated the 18th of
May, 2012. It's an email from Daryl to Richard Chen, which is copied
into you, OK.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So if you could read that, please, Bob.

TUCK:

"With our colleagues," I don't know who our colleagues are, for starters.
You might, but I don't. You see Daryl - yeah, sure. Meredith’s a
professor at, at a university at this particular time up there. And Daryl
likes to big note and, and, you know, that sort of impressions the Chinese
- you can understand the Chinese type. That, that impressions the
Chinese if you, you know, you know someone of high title, you know,
you got a big note a bit. But they're, they're just a - that's my certificate
of appointment by the university there.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

And that's an extension of it. If I can just explain, this university now
become part of Harbin Institute of technology, and they are number 10
university throughout China. China ranks their university. And this
didn't go with that transfer, but I still do the same work, I edit and mark,
critique, and mentor students and lecturers in the bio, bio-ology - biology
department at HIDT -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.
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TUCK:

- Harbin Institute of Technology.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

TUCK:

And that's my current role and I've just finished doing a favour. I get one
about every six weeks, two months to do.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

And I've also gone to Minnan University in, in Fuzhou province, they've
asked me. And that comes through a contact, a young diplomat diplomat that I befriended here in Wagga during the visit of the Consul
General from Sydney to Wagga. He and his wife, and the interpreter,
who we've kept a relationship going of 20 odd years. He's still in the
diplomatic stuff, and he put me on to this, or asked this university to
contact me to see if they wanted any help with their people. So it's, you
know, with the way things are going in China these days, you know, I'm
, and,
quite concerned about the south China Sea project and
and I'm very concerned about the issues there. And, you know, I'm
starting to question whether I should be helping China the way I do,
really am, 'cause I believe there's going to be problems in the future.

GRAINGER:

Bob, I just want to refer you to another document here -

TUCK:

I regard myself as sinologist, and a potential or an expert on China, really
do, you know. And I, I've got copies of the Australian Newspaper,
particularly that go back 20 years perhaps. I keep it so I can reference it
in my, in my current book. And, you know, I'm working on certain
theories to - you can't predict behaviour, but you can certainly - you can
certainly give some insight into future behaviour. Anyhow that's, keeps
my brain going, mate.

GRAINGER:

In - with this, this, this proposal with Richard Chen -

TUCK:

I haven't read this. Do you want me to read it and comment?

GRAINGER:

Yeah, have a read.

TUCK:

(UNDECIPHERABLE). Yeah right, okay. I wasn't - it was
(UNDECIPHERABLE) not Emeritus, but anyhow, that's Daryl.
"Dr Tuck had conversation with education in China. He is the Harbin
official representative in Australia." I have power of attorney. You want
to see that document? That's still valid. I still communicate with the
guys. Once again, they've got all they want out of Australia and me, but
they keep me just there if they ever need me or want me. "Now it is up
to you to get the desired outcome. He will want to send some questions
to help him ascertain what needs to be done. Please feel free for," yeah I
probably did that. "I look forward to a relationship."

GRAINGER:

Now -

TUCK:

As I said, that all fell apart. And I think a Brisbane company did - I have
got the name of the organisation that got the business somewhere.
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GRAINGER:

It's not so much the outcome, it's getting to the outcome -

TUCK:

Right.

GRAINGER:

- is the problem, OK. It appears that you were seeking to travel to China
to meet with Richard Chen, but there was some requirement that he had
to pay for it.

TUCK:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

And there was a problem with him paying for it.

TUCK:

Yeah, I know - I, I put it on them. I said, "Don't want any money, but I
certainly want my," and I've done that with everyone, "I want my travel
expenses and accommodation paid for." And that's the rules.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Don't want to quit, but I certainly want - and that's how it's operated. All
the trade delegations I've taken to Harbin and I've lost count of them, and
the way that was worked out is that all the attendees on those delegations,
we would put a tentative figure of something like $200.00 on to the
actual expenses, total expenses. And that would, if we got a minimum or
12 or whatever my expense would have been, in the order of something
like 1700 to two grand, the Chinese would cover my accommodation and
as the airfare, you know. You divide that by the number of attendees,
and you put that on top of their fee structure so that would cover my
expense. That's how it worked.

GRAINGER:

So I'm just going to read to you extracts from this document.
Commission reference D-1-0-4-2-8-0-8-0, OK.

TUCK:

Uh-huh.

25

GRAINGER:

And this is a long email chain between various parties, Richard Chen,
yourself, Daryl. It's the last - the last series of emails which might be of
interest to you. In an email dated the 6th of May, 2012, at 1.49pm, where
you initially say you think it's important to have a face to face meeting
with Richard to discuss this proposal.

30

TUCK:

It was - would have been. Jees, they're talking about a big issue.

GRAINGER:

You say, "I'm not prepared to outlay any of my money to go as - like
most things that I have been involved in China, they never eventuate."

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

"Mate, I'm also thrashing out of my head how a fee will be structured.
Who will pay, them or the Aussie? I can't see the Aussie paying. Did
you leave Richard with the situation that he would pay a success fee?"
And you quote - you can read that if you want to read it yourself.

TUCK:

You're, you're saying that I asked for a fee?
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GRAINGER:

No. I'm - read that. I'm, I'm trying to ascertain, it's the very part at the
bottom down here, and we'll work up, OK? The highlighted parts are the
relevant part.

TUCK:

Yeah, I'm saying the term fee here, haven't continued. I'm pretty sure I'd
be saying a fee for my travel.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Can I just finish it off.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

TUCK:

Yeah, the Aussies - yeah, I couldn't - yeah. "Did you leave Richard with
the situation that he would pay a success fee?" "Did you leave Richard
with the situation that he would pay a success fee? Yeah, I don't think
we will be expecting me to pay my own way to Shenyang as part of the
service. I don't know where I can go from here. I've tried to put the ball
in his court to suggest to me a visit at his cost, but he hasn't bitten.
Though I think he has guessed what I am on about. Maybe you have
some ideas." Pay a success fee.

GRAINGER:

So I'll just read the, the - Daryl responds to your email on - on the 5th of
June. The same day about an hour later. He says, "G’day. If they aren't
willing to assist your costs, then he will have to come here. It will be
easier. Jim Davis is the guy who was at REX, now a consultant. If you
need technical information or contacts, you also have TAFE, et cetera. I
haven't said how you could be paid, however I would suggest that, One,
they front costs for you to travel, or they come here. Two, you gain a
thorough understanding of the requirements. Three, suss out an
appropriate provider for each request, then," he says neonate, which I
believe is nominate, "a success fee or commission per student ongoing
before you pass on the - onto the customer. Four, sign an agreement
contract. You will be entitled to do this as you are a consultant for
G8way International. Your terms are 5 percent to 1 million, 2.5 per cent,
1 million to 5 million, 1.75 per cent of 5 million to 10 million, 1 to
100 million, 0.75 per cent, and 100 to a billion plus, negotiable."

TUCK:

Mmm. All right. Yeah. I'll have a look at that.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, I give that to you. And then you, you responded the day - the same
day at 3.00pm, half an hour later, and the, the second paragraph is the
point in question, "I think if he believes that he has to pay a success fee,
that he will expect me to pay for the flights, et cetera. Then comes a
problem, no success – no - no fee loss of airfare to me. By the way, did
you only meet him in Sydney or did you catch up with him in
Shenyang?" So have a look at Daryl's reply, it starts here.

TUCK:

This, this really now intrigues me, and it's obviously on record, so it
happened. (UNDECIPHERABLE). "Sign an agreement contract, you
will be entitled to do as you are a consultant of G8way International.”
That's news. Georgie, don't do that. "5 per cent to 1 million. Your terms
are, 5 per cent to 1 million, 2.5 per cent," he's telling me what -
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GRAINGER:

What your terms should be.

TUCK:

This is commission. Well, it never eventuated. Anyhow, righto. Yeah,
OK. I've read that. Now I go to where?

GRAINGER:

No, that's, that's - you've replied basically saying that if he thinks he has
to pay a success fee, then he's not going to pay my airfare over there.

TUCK:

No, he wouldn't. You wouldn't will you?

GRAINGER:

No, but the point is from that email, the one that Daryl says to you,
there's a number of things in there that are relevant. Daryl tells you
you're a consultant for G8way.

TUCK:

Mmm, which I never knew I was, yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Then he sets out a commission structure.

TUCK:

I would have looked at that and thought, shit, I've been promoted. Yeah,
OK. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

A commission structure -

TUCK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- that relates to -

TUCK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- some payment -

TUCK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- to an entity.

TUCK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- for arranging this training.

TUCK:

I guess you could read into that that I was going to get a cop.

GRAINGER:

You could read into that, yes.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So what we're trying to establish and what you've told us is that G8way
International, the company that you said Phil Elliott owned, that the other
emails indicate, Daryl refers to as "our company" -

TUCK:

Yeah, his and - his and - his and Elliott's -

GRAINGER:

Yeah, and Elliott's the collective "our".

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

In this email, he gets it as you are consultant for that company -
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Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- and he's given you a list of commissions you may wish to include in a
business proposal that goes forward to train Chinese aeronautical people.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Through Charles Sturt University, or the TAFE, sorry.

TUCK:

TAFE.

GRAINGER:

TAFE.

TUCK:

TAFE, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Now, do you recall having a conversation with Daryl about those issues?

TUCK:

I don’t think it went - I, I - you, you may know more than me, but I don't
think it went much further, because the whole thing was lost.

GRAINGER:

As I said to you before, it's not about whether it came to fruition -

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- it's about what was going on to get -

TUCK:

What you're trying to get me to say, I think, is about this percentage
commission bit.

GRAINGER:

I'm not trying to get you to say anything. I'm trying to understand what
happened.

FOX:

Yeah, because what Paul's asking you is, apart from these emails, were
there face to face conversations or telephone conversations between you
and Daryl about this venture?

TUCK:

I can't recall, I don't think so. I'll come back and say that. It's probably
piss time now. I, I really can't recall, but I don't - I really don't think so.
I mean, unless you can show me some continuation of that.

GRAINGER:

So in, in June 2012 -

TUCK:

Jesus, you're putting me on the spot here, honestly, you are.

GRAINGER:

In June, 2012 - 2000 - June, 2012, Daryl says this to you. You reply the
same day, but you don't say, "What are you talking about, Daryl?"

TUCK:

OK. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

You seem to have some knowledge of what this proposal is. So you're
saying, you're telling us -

TUCK:

Well, I think that'd be right.

GRAINGER:

OK. So I, I -
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TUCK:

The, the proposal was basically to do training.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

What we're trying to establish is whether - who was going to make some
money out of the training.

TUCK:

OK. G8 - G8way, yeah. G8way.

GRAINGER:

And in setting this up through G8way, do you know if Daryl took any
active part in promoting it or anything like that at all as a Member of
Parliament?

TUCK:

Do I know as a Member of Parliament? Mmm, my mind's blank. As a
Member of Parliament, I've got to answer no to that question but -

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

But - sorry.
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TUCK:

- because I really didn't finish it.

FOX:

OK. We're now recording again, this is a resumption of the interview
with Mr Tuck. The time is 6.01.

TUCK:

Can we go back -

GRAINGER:

Sure, yeah, yeah.

TUCK:

- to that last one?

GRAINGER:

Yeah. So, what do you want to say further about that?

TUCK:

Oh, well I want to re-hash it actually. Yeah, what was the question
again?

GRAINGER:

As I was, I was putting the proposition to you that, we've established
from previous emails that G8Way was a company. Phil Elliott was
involved which you've told us -

TUCK:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- and the previous correspondents, Daryl refers to as “our organisation”.
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TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, the assumption being that Daryl had a role in G8Way.

TUCK:

Yeah. Look, I never knew what that role was. But, what's the word I'm
looking for? It could have been a, you know, some sort of a hidden role
if that's the term, you know -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

TUCK:

I always thought on that, when I became, the, when I first heard the name
G8Way in that interview, in, in that discussion of, you know, that we've
talked about, that was where I heard G8Way mentioned. And I just
thought it was Phil's at that time. But, probably, you know, in
subsequent emails there in hindsight, you know, probably putting Daryl
in the poop here. But, you know, I probably did have the view that he
was somehow involved with it, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. Now -

TUCK:

But, I don't really know whether he was involved, just, just looking for a
quid or, or -

GRAINGER:

Sure.

TUCK:

I just don't know.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

I'm sorry, I'm trying to help you.

GRAINGER:

No, no, that's, that's fine, you can only remember what you remember.
So, what follows after this is that on the 12th of June, 2012, it appears
you wrote a letter to, to Richard Chen.

TUCK:

An email.

GRAINGER:

And, actually an email which contained a, a letter. And it appears that
there's, there's, from what I can see there's been a lot of backwards and
forwards from Richard and Daryl about going to China or who's paying
for what. And we've covered some of that in his emails. So, it looks like
as a last roll of the dice you wrote a letter. And this email which is dated
the 12th of June, 2012, at 3.46pm, is an email from you to Daryl and you
say, "Attached is the note I have sent to Richard. I hope you like it, the
last one was quickly, a quickly drawn up draft Tucky."

TUCK:

Oh, yeah, I, you've got it.

GRAINGER:

It's a two page letter.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, OK.

TUCK:

All right.
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GRAINGER:

And in, in, in the letter you say and I've highlighted some, some points.
“Yesterday Daryl and I had discussed the project. Consequently we have
decided to put the following proposition to you”. So, do you recall
having a conversation with Daryl about this project?

TUCK:

Not really. But, that might, reading that might jolt my memory -

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

- but I really don't.

GRAINGER:

I'll show this to you in a second. And the, on the second page
paragraph five, I've highlighted this. It says, “Lastly Daryl believes that
it is highly possible that there will be a commission fee payable to an
agent or agents who may also assist. He believes you should make an
allowance for this in your budget predictions. I'm sorry at this point in
time, I cannot offer a suggestion as to what such a commission fee might
be”. So, that follows on from there, their email about the 2.5, 1.5,
.75 per cent commission and the negotiable over a billion dollars
commission. Have a read of this and see if you can recall having the
meeting of Daryl about it.

TUCK:

It's only six years ago isn't it? In the, in the second paragraph here. You
know, I'm, I'm talking about my travel classes -

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

TUCK:

- and, you know, I, I think I, without continuing reading, I think I can sort
of say here that in the back of my mind when I'm talking about this is
that, you know, I certainly didn't want to be out of pocket. Nor was I
expecting any sort of commission or anything. I, to be honest, I, I don't
feel as if I missed out on heaps of money with losing this contract. You
know, I mean, I don't think there was a commission, uh, Daryl might
have had something in mind for me. But, I certainly haven't, haven't,
haven't, haven't, you know, thought that I was going to make a quid out
of it or anything. And I think if you read into that, you know, I, I, I
certainly, I couldn't afford it at that point in time -

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

TUCK:

- anyhow. I don't know what the status of my employment would have
been in June 2012. It probably wasn't.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

TUCK:

2012, how, what, what would I be in 62? I wouldn't have been
employed. I was probably on Centrelink payment or I wouldn't have
been on a pension.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

TUCK:

I did eventually go onto, to, Disability Support.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, has, has that, looking at that refresh your memory at all about -
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TUCK:

Oh, well I continue?

GRAINGER:

Yeah, yeah.

TUCK:

“Daryl I have discovered the pro, have discussed the project,
consequently have decided the following proposition to you,
(UNDECIPHERABLE) you funding my travel costs from my home in
Australia. (UNDECIPHERABLE) I volunteer my services to you and
your university at an honorary capacity”. well there it is.

TUCK:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. And, and that, what I've been saying is there it is.

TUCK:

Sure, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TUCK:

I haven't been bullshitting.

GRAINGER:

No, no.

TUCK:

“My offer is conditional that you in addition be responsible for my
expenses and they include internal travel, accommodation in Australia
that may require finding a suitable partner”. OK. That's fair enough.
“Any such expenses will not be undertaken without your approval”.
That's fair enough. :Should you accept the final offer, we will discuss
how this latter funding will work when we need. I envisage that there
will be probably very little or no such expenses. But, you should be
made aware that they might be and that any expenses incurred by me will
be your responsibility”. That's fair enough. “Furthermore, find a suitable
partner whom I consider should be introduced to you, that you would
likewise fund my travel accommodation costs to Shenyang so I introduce
the potential partner to you”. Well that’s - of the deal, pri, that's, mmm,
one would be, that would be where I would consider, uh -

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

TUCK:

That's from my point, you know, I was covering my ass.

GRAINGER:

Sure.

TUCK:

And I'd do the same today in respect , in previous, previously I have told
you that I would like to take an active part in the project when it gets up
and running. This offer still applies. I see my added participation will be
needed to ensure that the partnership runs smoothly especially during this
initial start-up. This will also mean visiting- yeah. I'll tell you, OK, I can
tell you, I can see we're stretching time.

GRAINGER:

No , my wife messaging me that's all.

TUCK:

What in the phone call too, are you -

GRAINGER:

She can wait.
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TUCK:

Yeah. While the wife's away, the cat can play. I haven't been. “I offer
to volunteer my services to- is sincere and genuine nonetheless at some
future time you may consider giving me a, a stipend as a thank you for
my services”. That's fair enough. I don't see any problem with that.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TUCK:

So, “I, I might add that by volunteering my service I do not want you and
your president to think that I would give you any less permission. This is
not my style, I have judged you as a type of person who will not take
advantage of my life”. Yeah, this young, this bloke comes across as a
pretty -

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

TUCK:

- you know, fair dinkum young fellow, you know. “In Summer, I will
volunteer my labour. But, all expenses will be your responsibility”.
Geez, I'm pleased I wrote this. How about this? “Last year Daryl it's, it's
highly probable there will be a commission fee payable to an agent,
agents, who may also assist. He believes you should make allowance for
this in your budget projections. I am sorry at this point in time, I cannot
offer suggestions what such a commission fee might be. That said-”, I
think
we'll
go
back
to
it.
“That said I think you can gauge from my correspondence
(UNDECIPHERABLE) part of this project, part of introduction, a
general aviation China really enthuses me in this historic event. I see my
former aviation experience my current and past business experience and
now my academic qualifications coming together to offer you a complete
package. In closing I can see from your correspondence that you truly
accept that you and I do need to meet face to face to discuss it with you
in its entirety and that it is only by this means that the project’s success
will ensure”. Which, which is necessary, totally necessary. “As I said in
previous correspondence with you, it will be any questions that I will
want to ask you. It's only by face to face meeting that you and I can get
to know one another and develop a friendship and where a trusting
relationship will follow that I can see the project being a success”. Most
important, you can't do business by email, you've got to have face to face
at some point through it. So, if we go back to this highlight. Yeah, the
commission to our agents.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. So, who was the agent?

TUCK:

N(2S). Well, I've got answer that and sort of, there's only two it could
possibly be. And that's Phil Elliott and Daryl -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

TUCK:

I guess that was what was in my mind when I wrote that.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

I guess. I mean there's, there's no one else.
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GRAINGER:

Mmm. Now, in the beginning of the letter, you said that you met with
Daryl and discussed the project at some length. Do you recall meeting
with him to discuss it?

TUCK:

Not really. I, I probably did, yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, meetings like that when you met with Daryl. Have, have you
been to his home a number of times? Where would they occur if you
would have been there?

TUCK:

No, no, the meetings were usually at his office. The, his home is used
just for social purposes and I think I've been there with his wife when he,
they were together. And they came, and being a politician, you know it
broke up his marriage. Oh, it hasn’t broken up, they sort of just live
separate lives -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

TUCK:

- or separate or that's the way I understand it to be.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

And his wife looks after the books and that sort of stuff, that's the way I
understand it.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, you don't remember, it's silly to remember the meeting. But, it's
more than likely to being in his office -

TUCK:

Oh yeah, yeah -

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Yeah.

FOX:

That's his electorate office in town?

TUCK:

Yeah, yeah.

FOX:

And when you went there, would you go into, his got an office within
that -

TUCK:

Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah.

FOX:

Would you go in there -

TUCK:

Yeah, always, always in that, yeah.

FOX:

Yeah. And he'd shut the door and he'd shut the door so you guys couldn't
see? Would he shut the door so you guys could have some privacy?

TUCK:

Mainly, sometimes not.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

I think when the day fill up, oh, oh Jesus, this test, tests your memory.
But, I think the door was closed when Phil was there.
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(UNDECIPHERABLE) but, you see sometimes I would just call him, not
sort of, oh, Jesus I didn't make a habit. But, sometimes they were just
social calls. I mean once he asked me to help him with his election
campaign. You know, we all made phone calls to people to remind them
that they, they were usually elderly people that are house bound to vote.
You know, that were Members of the party.
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GRAINGER:

On, on the 10th of July, 2012, at 10:41am, you wrote another email to
Daryl. The final paragraph is, you say, you “Met with Phil last Sunday,
he brought me up to date with his predicament.

TUCK:

Who met with Phil?

GRAINGER:

You.

TUCK:

Sunday, yeah.

GRAINGER:

My question is do you recall what his predicament was?

TUCK:

But, this could have been at the club.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

TUCK:

I've never met him, Phil, at his office, I don't know how, I, you know, as
my understand is he still has an office at the BEC.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

TUCK:

Does he, do you know that?

GRAINGER:

Well, it's probably just -

TUCK:

Have you got an address?

GRAINGER:

It's probably not what we know, I'm trying to establish what you know.

TUCK:

Alright. Well, do you have an address?

GRAINGER:

I know where Mr Elliott works, that's the best way to -

TUCK:

Operates -

GRAINGER:

- put it, yeah.

TUCK:

Yeah, OK. Well, the, I've never, I've never been to his office.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Now, if, if I've had a discussion with Phil outside of that Daryl and the -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

TUCK:

- three of us, it would have been at the club. And it would have been one
of those social things where I would have just said, what?

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.
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TUCK:

What have I said?

GRAINGER:

You've said he brought me up to date with his predicament.

TUCK:

His predicament, his predicament.

GRAINGER:

Mmm. There was no recollection?

TUCK:

Wouldn't have been, wouldn't have been, I don't know.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

His predicament, his predicament, tell me more.

GRAINGER:

I'm asking you.

TUCK:

Do you know more.

GRAINGER:

OK.

GRAINGER:

Just following, we're coming to the end of this now. But, in later July
27th of July, you sent an email to, to Mr Maguire. And you said, "I go to
get Zhang Zhou soon with Barry." That very bottom part.

TUCK:

Oh yeah, go (UNDECIPHERABLE)

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

TUCK:

Soon with Barry O'Farrell.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, Daryl was going over to try with Barry O-Farrell.

TUCK:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

OK. And -

TUCK:

I'll talk a little bit later about Barry O'Farrell.

GRAINGER:

OK. You in a later email on the same page say, see if Barry will give me
something to do with China -

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Have a good trip and look forward to your contact.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

“If I don't, don’t hear from Richard by Monday pm, I intend to write to
him and give him a subtle blast”. So, Daryl replies later on, on that same
day, “Mate, if he doesn't respond, forget it. Don't write, it may poison
any other dealings with the universities. What were the other dealings
with the universities?

TUCK:

I don't know off-hand.

GRAINGER:

OK.
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Can you give me some more?

GRAINGER:

No, that's, I'm just trying to find out from you what you recall the
dealings with the universities are.

TUCK:

The, the earlier one you mentions, way earlier in the conversation -

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

TUCK:

- what was that?

GRAINGER:

That was the training of principals -

TUCK:

Yeah. Could that be it? I don't know.

GRAINGER:

You don't?

TUCK:

Sorry, I'm trying to help you.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. So, we’re going to move on, on from that, off from that, that topic
now. And move onto the trade Centre development. OK?

TUCK:

Righto. Can I just come in be- before, I'm talking about Barry O'Farrell
alright.

GRAINGER:

Well, I'll come to Barry O'Farrell at the end.

TUCK:

Right.

GRAINGER:

OK. Now, I've, I, I've read your material you've provided the
Commission. You've made a complaint to the Commission in relation to
the, the -

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER;

- trade centre.

TUCK:

I check, for reasons I've probably told you in person, I must say there. Is
this bloody Wuhai would have been just a catastrophe, a totally
catastrophe. You, you know from the point of you of, of, the whole
concept of Wagga. The schools, the doctors, the hospital, the whole
bloody, you know, it, it’s just, and not only that, you know, I mentioned
there and outlined the, the, the migration thing. The migration thing,
these bastards would have come out here, owned it for 12 months,
flogged it to another China man. And he brings his family out and it
would have been a rotation, you know -

GRAINGER:

OK. So, just for -

TUCK:

But, the -

GRAINGER:

- clarifications -

TUCK:

But, the spying bit -

GRAINGER:

Mmm.
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TUCK:

- is legit.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, in July 2013, you wrote to the Commission and you made a
disclosure about your concerns about the project. The -

TUCK:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- Yuhai. How's it pronounced sorry?

FOX:

Wuhai.

TUCK:

Wuhai. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Wuhai Project.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And in that you've made, you've raised a number of concerns that you
had and you refer to it as covering your ass in the letter because you are
part of the task force -

TUCK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- put set forward by the Council.

TUCK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So, I don't propose to go over all that material now, we have that already.
So, I understand that. What I do want to go through with you is, briefly,
who was driving this project?

TUCK:

Wuhai?

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TUCK:

Daryl.

GRAINGER:

Why?

TUCK:

Well, if Daryl was here he would say for the betterment of Wagga.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. So, what was the reason Daryl was driving it?

TUCK:

Well, as I said he would say -

GRAINGER:

That's what Daryl would say -

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

But, what's your understanding of why Daryl was driving it?

TUCK:

Sorry mate, Daryl, there were more people involved in it in my opinion
than just Daryl.

GRAINGER:

OK. Well, what was, let's just deal with Daryl at this point -
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OK. Daryl in, I mentioned that in, in one of those reports, Daryl said I
would be expected to get a payment or a fee or something out of it. I, I
think he mentioned that and I mentioned that -

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

TUCK:

- to cover, I guess cover my ass in that respect. You know -

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

TUCK:

Which I, I said to him I'm not interested in that, I told him I wasn't
interested in that. But, I'm sure Phil Elliott was involved. I'm, I'm, I
know he was involved.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

I believe and suspect that Gordon Tse was involved. Well I know that
'cause we had the discussions that I've talked about down at Maccas
down here. You know, and I have a, a feeling, I think it was mentioned
that the present Manager of the RSL Club was involved.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

And I think what they were, see there was talk of a RSL or of a, a club
there, a licensed club there. And there was talk of a hotel. And I
mentioned this in the reports. And I think that Phil and the Manager of
the RSL Club are going to be part of the club there by some means. I
don't know by how or what, what means. But, I think that was the way,
if it come off what was going to happen.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

I think from the conversation with Gordon Tse, that those people were
going to get a unit in the complex or he and Daryl were going to get a, a
unit in the complex I think.

GRAINGER:

OK. But, let's just move it, the conversation to Gordon Tse aside for the
second -

TUCK:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- we'll come back to that.

TUCK:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

Going back to the, the question about Daryl's involvement, why Daryl
was driving it.

TUCK:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

So, Daryl as a local member -

TUCK:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

He was the champion of the project, is that right?
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TUCK:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

OK. Was there something that had been discussed previously in Wagga
of having an establishment like this built, before Daryl brought it to the
table?

TUCK:

Just, just say that again.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, we've, we've established that Daryl was the champion of the
project, he was driving it.

TUCK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Prior to Daryl's involvement -

TUCK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- was there any discussion within the local community of such, anything
like this being built at all?

TUCK:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, my understanding of the proposal was that a large centre was to
be built -

TUCK:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- which would market Chinese produced goods -

TUCK:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- to Australian consumers or suppliers -

TUCK:

And others -

GRAINGER:

- and others.

TUCK:

They were saying. But, as I mentioned in those reports, they, and they're
not going to travel down here, you know -

GRAINGER:

So, what do you believe was the real reason that Daryl was advocating
for this proposal?

TUCK:

I, I think, I think Daryl was hoodwinked by the Chinese. I think Daryl
was sucked in, Daryl can be very naïve.
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And this reflected sometimes, you know,
as he, as he got involved in politics and Parliament, his, his vocabulary
improved. And you know he had the gift of the gab. But, he didn't have
the gift of written communication. And it improved as he, as he -
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GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

- as he become. But, I think the Chinese are, you know, I was, I was
always critical of Daryl that I knew a little bit about the Chinese psyche.
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And I'm trying to come to grips with that, I mentioned this in my, in my
writings, you know. And Daryl had fuck all idea about it but maintained
he did. You know, and he, he, his interest was mainly centred on
business, you know, like, whether it was for the good of the community
and all that. I, you know, I suspect he had that in mind. But, I think at
the same time he was feathering his own nest, I think, I can’t prove it but
I think. Now, with Wuai Humphrey Xu sucked Daryl in big time.
Humphrey Xu is a bloody Chinese spy, an agent, I mean that's been
proven and so with Lydia Zang. And I think Morrison, present Prime
Minister, when he was, when he was Immigration Minister booted
Humphrey Xu out of Australia. Do you know that?
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GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

TUCK:

He did, because I read it in the paper, a little paragraph about this big.
or some, some
But, they kicked him out for
pre-text. But, Humphrey Xu
. And
you come back to my theory which ironically on this bloody show on
TV, someone's stolen my script, you know -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TUCK:

What's going in? It's i- it's ironical.
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I mean this is for ASIO but it's
wanted to get in
gone and gotten now. So, it’s history but these
here because we've got a, an, an army out there and an air force and navy
out here. And they wanted to get here, set up a so-called business
arrangement, mixed with the community, become good guys, mix with
the naval, naval and the services personnel to just socialise with them and
learn what they can learn from them. But, I say they would have set up
within the complex some sort of a communication between here, here
and there. Now, it might sound mel- melodramatic and I don't know how
it can technically be done. But, I think in today's age with technology it
can be done and that's my argument.

25

30

35

40

Volume 27

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

TUCK:

And Tom my mate agrees with me on this and we're not dickheads.

FOX:

Bob, can I just take you back to Humphrey Xu -

TUCK:

Yeah.

FOX:

How did Daryl meet him?

TUCK:

I don't know, I honestly don't know, I can't recall. I'll, I'll give it more
thought. I mean I'll think more about this when you blokes go. But, no, I
can't recall how he met him.

GRAINGER:

What about, what about Lydia?
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TUCK:

Huh?

GRAINGER:

Lydia Zhang.

TUCK:

I don't know

GRAINGER:

Now, with, with the Trade Centre -

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Did you refer to yourself as Deputy Dog?

TUCK:

Yeah, I thought you'd talk to me about that. Yeah. Daryl, Daryl referred,
referred that made me Deputy Dog on that meeting that we, we had with
the Council -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

TUCK:

The Council, I was on that and Daryl I think was in Parliament and he
wasn't there at that meeting Parliament was sitting. And he, he asked me
to be his Deputy Dog at that meeting.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

TUCK:

And like I was, sort of, put on that. And they only had, ever had one
meeting. And, and that's where the term come and I used to
affectionately put on the bottom of it Deputy Dog, yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, Daryl wanted you to be his eyes and ears?

TUCK:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, who actually put you on the, the Task Force?

TUCK:

He did.

GRAINGER:

Daryl did?

TUCK:

Yeah. But, I think I was asked by the Mayor, I think the Mayor, I think I
got a formal invitation, like, I'm pretty sure I did.

FOX:

But, do you think Daryl engineered that behind the scenes?

TUCK:

Yeah. Daryl engineered it I, I would think, yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, why did he want you on there?

TUCK:

Because of my interest in China basically.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, how was, how was -

TUCK:

Because, you know, I do or have got and did have at that point pretty
good knowledge about China and their and their operations. So, this is
2012, 2013, you know -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.
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TUCK:

I've got my, I've got my degree at, that doctoral degree at that point in
time.

GRAINGER:

So, you, you were, Daryl's eyes and ears on this project and the one
meeting that it had. Was there much support in the town for this
proposal?

TUCK:

No, a lot of criticism in my mind because of the infrastructure. The
infrastructure wouldn't have supported it. It's just illogical, totally
illogical -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

TUCK:

It became a bit of a joke. And you know they, they put a picture in the
paper and it was given headlines what, each time. But, they put a picture
in the paper of the proposed building and the fucking Chinese flag is
flying over the, out of it, over the top of it, not the Australian flag.
They'd obviously built the building or they were an architect's plans for
another building somewhere in China. You know, and they've just, sort
of, said this is what we propose for Wagga. You know, and it's got the
Chinese flag flying on it.

GRAINGER:

So, the, the, the people who are going to come and sell their wares in this
centre -

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Obviously they were going to be Chinese nationals.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, what, what were the visa arrangements going to be? How were they
going to get a visa to come here?

TUCK:

I, I, a bit beyond me. But, I presume that a business visa of some sort -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

TUCK:

And maybe it might have been one of these bought visas that were still
going I think where you've got to invest so much money or something.

GRAINGER:

And, and where exactly were these people going to live?
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TUCK:

That's, that was the point, another point, where were they going to live? I
maintain that a lot of them would be very rich. I think I put it in one of
them, very rich Chinese and wouldn't live here. They'd have just
employees and they'd be living in a capital city, that's what I maintain.
But, I didn't know it -
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OK. So, you, you had concerns about this -

TUCK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- and ultimately you brought those concerns to Daryl's attention?
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TUCK:

Yes, I wrote in that, you've got a copy of it haven't you?

GRAINGER:

This document here is Commission Reference, D-1-0-5-1-9-7-2-8, that's
a, have a look at that and confirm that's the -

TUCK:

Yeah. This is, this is it. And you'll see at the end here, you know, I've
told him, get out of the bloody thing -

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

TUCK:

And yet he subsequently did email me something with, somewhere along
the line he told me he had.

GRAINGER:

Did you actually go and meet him in relation to this?

TUCK:

Oh -

GRAINGER:

Or did you send it to him?

TUCK:

I just sent it to him, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. Did he ask you to go and meet him about it?

TUCK:

I think so.

GRAINGER:

And -

TUCK:

And yeah I mentioned that there was very little discussion about that.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

TUCK:

I don't know whether I say it in that or in something else.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. And after that there was -

TUCK:

I think it was water on a duck’s back.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And from what we can establish, you sent a copy of a ASIC insolvency
notice to -

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- Mr Maguire.

TUCK:

Yeah, an ASIC yeah.

GRAINGER:

Was, was -

TUCK:

Tom found that, my mate -

GRAINGER:

Was -
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TUCK:

- Tom found that.

GRAINGER:

In administration, the country- the company was in administration?

TUCK:

Yeah, yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. And did, did Daryl say anything to you about that?

TUCK:

No, not from, not from memory, no.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, after that, on or around the second of July. Daryl said to you,
“Phone Gordon and talk to him” -

TUCK:

I had a meeting.

GRAINGER:

“What you want him to discuss with me”, you said this to Daryl sorry.
“We're meeting at Maccas at Kooringal tomorrow at 11.00am -

TUCK:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

“He seems to be a bit vague on what you want him to discuss with me.
He's not leaving until Thursday morning, please acknowledge”. OK. So,
I'm, I'm, saying, following the following day you say, had a two hour
discussion, for filled in on a lot of detail. So, just tell me, tell us in as
much detail as you can about the meeting with Gordon Tse.

TUCK:

I've got it on tape.

GRAINGER:

No.

TUCK:

OK.

GRAINGER:

Tell us your memory.

FOX:

'Cause I assume that they don't know you.

TUCK:

No.

FOX:

No.

TUCK:

No.

GRAINGER:

It's an illegal act -

TUCK:

yeah.

GRAINGER:

- is it?

TUCK:

Yeah. I, I, I, I taped it just, just to use the expression, cover my own ass.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, OK. So, what was the purpose of that meeting?

TUCK:

For Gordon, in hindsight for Gordon to, to, to tell me more about the
project -

GRAINGER:

So, what was Gordon's role -
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TUCK:

- what his role, his role was to, to source people for the complex -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

TUCK:

- that was what his role basically was, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. And tell me about the meeting, what happened at the meeting, what
were you told?

TUCK:

Basically, you know, that and I'd have to listen to the tape again.

GRAINGER:

OK. The, you said before that -

TUCK:

Did you want me to listen to the tape?

GRAINGER:

No. You need to understand we can't condone an illegal act, OK? So,
we can't have any part of what you have or haven't done in relation to
recording that conversation. What, you've indicated before that you had
an understanding that certain people were to receive certain things as part
of the project.

TUCK:

Mmm, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Was that discussed in that meeting?

TUCK:

It could have been, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Yeah. It could have -

GRAINGER:

So, what -

TUCK:

Yeah, I think it, yeah, in hindsight because I think Gordon might have,
might have said to me that he was going to get a unit out of it or
something like that.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And, and who else was to get a unit?

TUCK:

Look, if I said Daryl and, and Phil, I'd be, I might be going beyond what I
should. You know, I, I can't really remember that now, I honestly can't.
I know you'd probably like me to say that. But, but I really can't.

GRAINGER:

No, that's alright, I don't want you to say anything, I want to find out
what happened that's all.

TUCK:

Yeah. I just really can't remember that.

GRAINGER:

OK. I said, when you said that before -

TUCK:

I'm not trying to be, like, forgive me, I'm not trying to be a smart ass or
nothing like that. But, I'm pretty sure that he, he mentioned that he
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would have a unit there. And one, one or unit or two. And one, and one,
you know, that might be his compensation or, or something like GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

- I, I just don't know. But, certainly I wasn't promised by - but or nothing
like that.

GRAINGER:

So, when, when you've told us matter before, you had some more
certainty about the fact that your recollection was that Daryl and Phil
were to get one?

TUCK:

Yeah. I, I, in, in, in hindsight I, I think that, that was going to happen,
you know, and I think Phil would have been involved in the, in the club
if, you know, if that eventuated. And I'm pretty sure the, the, the
Manager, the current Manager of the RSL Club would be, it was
involved as well, that is -

GRAINGER:

And who was that?

TUCK:

What's his name?

GRAINGER:

I'd be able to, I can look it up, that's fine.

TUCK:

I'll think of it. But, can I just say this, there were Council people
involved in it as you know -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

TUCK:

I'm not sure how many. But, one as I say was approached and Daryl,
they immediately told me that, you know, that was in confidence. But, it
did eventually, you know, get disclosed and press and all that.

GRAINGER:

So -

TUCK:

But, I believe, why would, why would they approach the Deputy Mayor?
Why, why not approach the Mayor as well as?

GRAINGER:

OK. So, you're talking about Andrew Negline?

TUCK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And Daryl told you in the meeting you had with Daryl -

TUCK:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- that -

TUCK:

It was highly critical and it was, it hadn't been announced or publicly
made public -

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

TUCK:

- but he told me that.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, I'll just get, I'll just get you to re-iterate what he told you.
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TUCK:

Well he told me basically that, that, that the Chinese had approached
Negline and offered to pay his, his expenses fees or whatever, for him to
stand against Daryl at the, the election -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

TUCK:

- or the next election, yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, was Andrew Negline, a Liberal or a what, what particular steer was
he moving?

TUCK:

I don’t know, good question. No, I think it was a, a pre-selection, no, for
the Libs I think -

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

I think, I'm not sure on that.

GRAINGER:

All right.

TUCK:

Good point, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Now, did, did you discuss this with Gordon Tse as well?

TUCK:

I don’t recall.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

I don't recall.

GRAINGER:

So, your recollection in the meeting with Gordon Tse, what was the
predominant discussion you had?

TUCK:

What?

GRAINGER:

The predominant discussion, what did you mainly discuss?

TUCK:

We were high in the general concept of it -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

TUCK:

Yeah. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, why, why did you feel it necessary to take it, to cover your ass as you
said -

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Why, why that?

TUCK:

Good question. Truthfully because at this point in time I was totally
against the bloody project, totally. And I couldn't understand why they
were trying to bring me into it. And I think they were trying to bring me
into it. And I think they were trying to bring me into it to keep my mouth
shut, you know.
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GRAINGER:

Mmm.

TUCK:

To make me become a part of it. And I was against it, I'd already just
disclosed that I was against it. And here they were and I couldn't
understand why are you arranging this discussion when I'm, I'm an
enemy, you know -

FOX:

And who's they? When you say they were trying to get me -

TUCK:

Oh, Daryl -

FOX:

Right.

TUCK:

You know, like, I've blatantly told him don't do it -

FOX:

Mmm.

TUCK:

I'm against it -

FOX:

Mmm.

TUCK:

- for all these reasons and outlines. And, and he arranges me to talk to
Gordon.

FOX:

So, what was Gordon, what was the thrust, was Gordon on a sale's pitch
to you?

TUCK:

You could use that term, I guess or -

FOX:

So, he was trying to, again champion the project?

TUCK:

Oh, yeah. And I, to include me in it, sort of -

FOX:

Yeah.

TUCK:

- like to bring me into it, to, I guess -

GRAINGER:

In attempt -

TUCK:

Yeah. And I probably at that point, took the, took the recorder along to,
to make sure that I wasn't, sort of, being and is the word compromised or,
or, s, to cover my ass, you know -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TUCK:

- just to know what was said and say, well I didn't say that or I haven't
agreed to that or whatever, you know -

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

TUCK:

Yeah. You know, I, I, why I asked you not to go to Council because
they're, they're, to my mind there are other Council people involved and -

GRAINGER:

Sure.
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TUCK:

- and, and I think now Daryl would know that you people are in town
because you've gone to Council. And I think one of them would be a
Councillor, former Mayor, Rod Kendall -

GRAINGER:

OK. And -

TUCK:

And I think

GRAINGER:

We're not overly concerned in if Maguire knows we're here or not -

TUCK:

OK.

GRAINGER:

But -

TUCK:

Right.

GRAINGER:

So, you don't recall anything else that was discussed in the meeting with
Gordon?

TUCK:

Oh, not really. It lasted a fair while, it was probably -

GRAINGER:

Two hours from what we can see.

TUCK:

Yeah, yeah, it lasted a good while. I was going to say an hour or so. But,
where did you get two hours from?

GRAINGER:

Your email.

TUCK:

Oh, OK. Righto.

GRAINGER:

I haven't been following you around since 2013, don’t worry.

TUCK:

Huh?

GRAINGER:

We haven't been following you around since 2013, don’t worry.

TUCK:

Oh, you haven't?

GRAINGER:

No. I, I've got another -

TUCK:

Can I just ask, is my email bugged?

GRAINGER:

Well we don’t comment about things we do or we don't intercept.

TUCK:

Well, I'd like to know if it's bugged from China -

GRAINGER:

I-

TUCK:

Can you tell -

GRAINGER:

I wouldn’t –

TUCK:

Right, OK, then.

FOX:

We would have no idea.
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TUCK:

That's, that's, that was my next question -

FOX:

We're looking at your involvement as a historical interest for us -

TUCK:

Really, it is historical -

GRAINGER:

- as appose to a -

TUCK:

- isn't it?

GRAINGER:

- current interest. So -

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TUCK:

You know I often think the Chinese are bugging me and I, I just, you
know -

GRAINGER:

It seems to be a common concern -

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Do you want to ask him about Wuai?

FOX:

No not really.

GRAINGER:

OK. You're right. Just a couple of last things Bob, I ask you about.
This, on the 20th of February '14, you sent Daryl an email -

TUCK:

14 right -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TUCK:

OK.

GRAINGER:

So, you've moved forward a bit now. You say to him in your email,
“Last week during a confidential discussion for a very high profile person
in Wagga Wagga. I was told some very important and disturbing
information that could have a marked effect on your future directions as a
political representative. Accordingly, it is imperative that we talk, I
might add that I have laboured over whether or not to tell you what I
have been told. As I feel you may or may not respect what I have to say.
I suspect that I am being used as a messenger by your friends. If you are
interested in what I have been told, I do not want to discuss the matter in
your office, I will refer elsewhere. It is in your best interest that we meet
and you hear what I have to say, please don't fob you, fob me off”. And
he replied, “G'day Tucky, nothing would surprise me, there is treachery
and deception everywhere, I'm not really interested in their crap”. So,
what was that about?

TUCK:

What was that about? I think it was something political. Do you know?

GRAINGER:

No, that's why I'm asking you.
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TUCK:

I don't know. Jesus, you've got me thinking, obviously we didn't meet
because he's pissed me off.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

TUCK:

Geez, I'd have to give it more thought, OK, where is my -

GRAINGER:

Oh, that's alright, we'll just, we'll move onto the next things now, OK. I
have a document here to show you and it's reference, Commission
reference R18/1653. This is an email dated the 14th of July, 2018 -

TUCK:

'18.

GRAINGER:

- between you and Mr Maguire.

TUCK:

Right.

GRAINGER:

And -

TUCK:

Georgie, you hop down.

GRAINGER:

- it's in relation to his appearance at the Commission. You say to him,
partly through it, "Listening to the tape on TV, it is damaging but I do not
see corruption".

TUCK:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

In the past with the Wuhai affair, you once told me that Barry O
approved and fostered you going to China to seek projects and also that
he didn't mind you seeking remuneration for doing so.

TUCK:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

“I've no, no idea if subsequent Premiers have gone along with this
concept. But, you should, if you see fit foster this point among certain
and select people”. So, in ess- in essence you're saying back to Daryl
that Daryl had told you -

TUCK:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- something about Barry, Barry O'Farrell -

TUCK:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

So, tell me about that.

TUCK:

When I wrote that I wasn't fully aware of what the, the law or rules or
whatever you call it says, you know, about what he, what he's committed
or whatever you want to call it. But, so, I couldn't understand, he asked
for a commission, it's simple as that.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.
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TUCK:

But, he also indicated by the reason of his answer, I guess that would be
me, whether the question was put to him, who was the other, one and a
half or whatever the percentage was.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

TUCK:

I guess that would be me, to me that indicates there's other people
involved. That's and, and Tom and I discussed this over -

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

TUCK:

- a coffee this morning, coincidently, he still doesn't know you're here.
But, I sort of refreshed my memory with him sort of thing. And we both
sort of talked about it. You know, I, so, at that point when I wrote that
I'm thinking that, yeah, Daryl's asked for a commission. In China what
Daryl did would not be an offence. I think Daryl is ignorant and still
think he's slightly ignorant of what he's governed by, by the so-called
rules. What do you call them? Rules of Conduct or whatever it's called -

GRAINGER:

Code of Conduct.

TUCK:

Code of Conduct. If he is familiar with it, he's ignored it. But, I, my gut
tells me that he's dismissed it. But, in view of what Barry O'Farrell has,
has said to him. Now, that come up over, I'm not sure if it's Wuhai or the
aviation project or one of them. And I said to him, “Why are you getting
involved in all this. What does Barry O'Farrell think about all this?”
And he said, “Barry's quite happy for me to do it. Um, because it's
something good for New South Wales and, and Australia and, and he
doesn't mind if I get a commission or get a payment out of it”. And I
said, “Oh, OK”. Now, Tom tells me that, that the Code of Conduct has
been in for quite some time. I thought it might have been introduced
after Barry O'Farrell, Farrell left the Government, you can tell me that.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

TUCK:

But, Ted, Tom says it's been in quite some time.

GRAINGER:

But, let me say that the Commission has made no finding against Daryl -

TUCK:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

- we haven't said anything.

TUCK:

Right.

GRAINGER:

So, put that to one side. The, the, what you've explained to me there
from what Daryl has said to you, do you know where that, where have
that conversation take place? Do you remember?

TUCK:

On the phone, I think.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Can I just, I've got to think about that.
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GRAINGER:

You're right, that's -

TUCK:

It was sometime ago, it was -

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

TUCK:

- you know, during the course of, maybe it was the aviation project. It
was one of them, it maybe on the phone or in person. I, look I honestly
just forget.

GRAINGER:

So, just tell me what, again what Daryl's said to you about it, just in your
own words. So, I, I can make sure I've got it clear in my own head.

TUCK:

I asked Daryl, I particularly asked him because there was money
involved, like, commission, so it must have been the aviation thing.
Because Daryl had told me earlier that he wasn't getting any money out
of Wuai and I make mention of that in one of those reports. And I said to
him, “What, does Barry O”, I might have just said, “-Barry think of
that?” And meaning the, the Premier. And he told me he said, “Barry
doesn't mind me doing it, that he believes that it, what I do with my
China business is good for New South Wales and good for Australia.
And he doesn’t mind if I get a commission out of it”.

GRAINGER:

OK. Doesn't it seem diametrically opposed to you though?

TUCK:

In what respect?

GRAINGER:

Well Daryl is acting as a member of Parliament.

TUCK:

That's why I asked him. That, that was principally why I asked him, put
that question to him because I felt there was a conflict of interest -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

TUCK:

- to use that term. But, I did say, “Mate, you know, what's Barry think
about all this?”

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh. Was Daryl close to Barry O'Farrell?

TUCK:

I think so, I think he was closest to Barry than all of them.

GRAINGER:

OK.

FOX:

That's why -

TUCK:

I don’t know but -

FOX:

That's why G8Way came in isn't it?

TUCK:

Say again?

FOX:

Oh, that's why G8Way came in though wasn't it Bob? That was the
purpose of G8Way was to be used around that time in this set-up. So,
that they could use that if any of these deals -
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TUCK:

No, I think so, yeah.

FOX:

- came through with -

TUCK:

Yeah, in hindsight, yeah.

FOX:

Any commissions -

TUCK:

Oh -

FOX:

- we paid to G8Way -

TUCK:

Yeah.

FOX:

- which on the service was an Elliott entity -

TUCK:

Yeah.

FOX:

- and that they could then be dispersed to either Elliott or Elliott and
Daryl Maguire.

TUCK:

Yeah, well we don't really know that. But, the issue is -

FOX :

No, but that, that's, piece, everything you've said today -

TUCK:

Mmm.

FOX:

- piecing that altogether -

TUCK:

Yeah.

FOX :

- at that time that's what Daryl was doing, he was trying to -

TUCK:

But, I don't know if any of these -

FOX :

- he was trying to get a -

TUCK:

But, I don't know if any of his projects came off.

FOX :

OK. That's why I said trying -

TUCK:

Yeah.

FOX :

He was trying -

TUCK:

Yeah.

FOX :

- to enter into commercial arrangements -

TUCK:

Yeah.

FOX :

- as a -

TUCK:

Yeah.

1906

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

FOX :

-agent or be it, maybe not in his, in his name. Maybe the name of
G8Way. So, the commission could be paid -

TUCK:

Yeah.

FOX :

- on a project to G8Way. And then they could do whatever they want
with the money, that's what G8Way International was set up for wasn't
it?

TUCK:

Yeah, I would assume so, yeah, yeah. Can I just say that their argument
or Daryl's argument would be now. Look, look at this latest Wentworth
election where this woman's going to practice as a Doctor and still, still
remain on Council, Sydney's City Council and still be paid the three
incomes. You know, like, that hasn't been fully determined yet. But,
that's what's being mooted. And Daryl we'd, we'd, sort of, you know,
say, well, why can't I pick up commission?

GRAINGER:

Well, wouldn't the, wouldn't the counter argument be that you as a
member of the public know she's going to do that? Kerryn Phelps is
going to work as a Doctor and you know she's being paid -

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- and that's open to the public. But, if Dar, Daryl is involved in G8Way,
that's not known.

TUCK:

Oh, right, OK. Well, OK. You know, well, I can't answer, I really don't
know if -

GRAINGER:

No, that's -

TUCK:

- the -

GRAINGER:

- not for you to answer, that's -

TUCK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

I'm just answering your hypothesis about -

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- Kerryn Phelps.

TUCK:

Yeah. I, I honestly don't know if it's common knowledge that he's
involved or has a partnership arrangement with G8Way. But, if it's a
silent partnership I don't know -

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

I don't know.

GRAINGER:

Sure, now, in relation to Mr Maguire, is there a certain saying in, in
China for having influence?

TUCK:

yeah, Guanxi-
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GRAINGER:

OK. And what's the, the -

TUCK:

I'll write up, I'll write up, I'll send it to you, I write a, a lot about that.

GRAINGER:

OK. But -

TUCK:

There's, there's many forms of Guanxi, it's in that book. But, I'll send
you a copy of it.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. So, on the 16th of July, 2018, is another email to Daryl - And a
Commission Reference R18-1-6-5-2, at the end of the email you say, if
you are thinking of resigning, don't think for one minute you will get
support from the Chinese. So, why would Daryl be seeking support for
the Chinese?

TUCK:

Um, this is this, 2018, this is just -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TUCK:

The China, I believe the Chinese will drop him like a hotcake.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. But, so, then you go onto say, you say, they'll drop him like a hot
rock.

TUCK:

Yeah, or hot rock, yeah.

GRAINGER:

They will see that you have no influence over “guan-zee” as you say -

TUCK:

Yeah, guanxi, guanxi -

GRAINGER:

- or gee, don't think for one moment -

TUCK:

X is, sh, sh, sh -

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

Guanxi.

GRAINGER:

Don't think for one moment -

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- they will come to your rescue, they won't.

TUCK:

Nuh.

GRAINGER:

So, what were you tell, talking about there? You talk about him having
no influence, they will drop you like a drop. And they won't come to
your aid.

TUCK:

The present situation that he's involved in. You know he, he's involved
with some group, I don't them. I've heard their name, do I mention their
name then? You know, the name was on the, on the television and that.

GRAINGER:

Country Garden?
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TUCK:

Yeah, Country Garden, yeah, that's who I'm referring to. They will drop
him like a hot rock. The Chinese, he's -

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

He's now

GRAINGER:

So -

TUCK:

In my view.

GRAINGER:

So, are you saying that the Chinese were only interested in Daryl because
he had, had influence?

TUCK:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And that would mean his influence as a Member of Parliament?

TUCK:

Yes. What else?

GRAINGER:

OK. So, just so I'm -

TUCK:

The Chinese used him. They really used him and he was stupid enough
to get caught. I know the Chinese use me for what I do, i.e., those. But, I
know it. And I do it at my, because I've got an ulterior motive, I'm
sassing their psychi’ out at the same time.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

And I'm asking them different questions and they help me trans, translate
Chinese characters. I get something in return, even though it's not
money, I do get something in return.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

And it's good because Edmond who you've talked about there. He's a
lawyer and, and he's a good straight shooter. I call him my guardian
angel, my white guardian, Chinese Guardian Angel. He is very, very
knowledgeable. Unfortunately you know he's, as of today's email, he's
and his book, his two books been sucked in by

FOX:

Yeah. Could you just go back, could I ask you a quick question about
Country Garden -

TUCK:

Yeah.

FOX:

When was the first time you heard about Country Garden and Daryl
Maguire?

TUCK:

On the TV.

FOX:

Oh -

TUCK:

On the news.

FOX:

OK.
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TUCK:

Did you pick that up? I'll come back.

FOX:

Yeah.

TUCK:

On the TV and, and, and the news, the written news.

GRAINGER:

OK. OK.

TUCK:

See those, a heap of bullshit.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, in, in, in this email, this, there's a, a file up, we'll close this up
now. So, we're going to finish in a second.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

You're saying from your perspective that and please correct me if I'm
wrong here, I don't want to put words in your mouth. So, I understand
what you're saying, that you will get no support from the Chinese
because you know longer have any influence.

TUCK:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

So, is it your view that Daryl's involvement with the Chinese was
basically because he had influence to get things done?

TUCK:

Mmm. Yeah, he, he developed, you know, obviously, I'm not aware of
who, who his contacts in Australia are, were or are. It seems to me from,
you know, this present incident that, you know, he's broadened his, sort
of, his scope, his view, his, he's, you know, knows more people than he
ever knew, sort of thing. Australians I'm talking about and business
people and, and the, in this instant Council people. But, certainly he
knows, he's got to know Chinese business people. And that's his scope,
he's, he's locked into doing business, that's, you know, at any sort of cost.
And whether that's good business for Australia or for New South Wales,
that's debateable, you know -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TUCK:

But, what I'm saying here is he's now lost his contacts here because he's
. You know, he's, he's lost his job. And that's, that's all he
now
had. And the Chinese loving using people in those sort of places.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

10

15

20

25

30

TUCK:
It's as simple as
that. But, there's some lovely Chinese people. Do you know China,
either of you? Well it's, it's an eye-opener, it really is.
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GRAINGER:

Bob, I have no further questions to ask you at this point. What we find is
after we conduct one of these, these interviews and as you've indicated
that you reflect on the things I've asked you and the answer you've given
here may recall additional items that would be of relevance to us.

TUCK:

Do I get a copy of this tape by the way?
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GRAINGER:

No.

TUCK:

See, help me -

GRAINGER:

Yeah, that's, what I'd ask you to do if you are agreeable is to copy your
folders that you have on your computer -

TUCK:

Right.

GRAINGER:

- about this issue -

TUCK:

Right.

GRAINGER:

And if you could provide them to me -

TUCK:

All right.

GRAINGER:

- that would be appreciated.

TUCK:

Yeah, well I've got two, I've got one titled ICAC and the other one
‘Daryl's Projects’. So, I'll just send them in their entirety -

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

I haven’t looked at it, well I've looked at those communications -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TUCK:

But, there's some others and there's not a lot.

GRAINGER:

OK. Well -

TUCK:

Yeah .

GRAINGER:

- with the, the ICAC material we will have, 'cause you've sent that to us
already.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

The folder ‘Daryl's Projects’ would be of interest to us.

TUCK:

Righto. And no I haven't read all of them. Maybe I should but -

GRAINGER:

If, if it's of assistance to you -

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- I can provide you with a USB stick that you can copy them onto, to
provide them to us.

TUCK:

I, can't, can't, I can't send a folder can I?

GRAINGER:

No.

TUCK:

No, OK. Yeah, righto.
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GRAINGER:

Alright. What I'll do, over the next day or two, I'll procure a USB and I'll
drop it into you for you to copy them on to -

TUCK:

Righto.

GRAINGER:

And we can go from there.

TUCK:

Righto.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

I'll just finish the interview now. Do you have any complaints about the
manner in which Tim and I have conducted the interview today?

TUCK:

No, it's been lengthy hasn't it?

FOX:

Yeah. I just have one more -

TUCK:

It's 7 o'clock -

FOX:

- question for you, one more question. Have you ever heard of a guy
called Jimmy Liu, a United World Enterprise?

TUCK:

No. That name doesn't ring a bell, no.

FOX:

Yeah, yeah, yeah.

TUCK:

No.

FOX:

They've got a, an oaten hay facility at Leeton.

TUCK:

Say again?

FOX:

They've got an oaten hay facility at Leeton.

TUCK:

No.

FOX:

OK.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

I don't even, my last job entailed a, the Riverina into a lesser extent, the
Albury area. And my, my role was to lead, really support businesses and
try and get them involved in doing business probably in China. But,
export and I, and I operated under a, under a State Government Initiative
to do that. You know, that was part of my role and my job function.

FOX:

OK. That's fine.

TUCK:

But, I'd never heard of that Enterprise, you're talking about 20 odd years
ago.

FOX:

Right, so, that's -
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TUCK:

So, he may have not really been -

FOX:

Yeah, no -

TUCK:

- in business.

FOX:

- that's true.

GRAINGER:

Alright. You have no complaints. If on reflection, there's something that
comes to mind please contact me. You have my contact details or Tim -

TUXK:

Right.

GRAINGER:

I would remind you that the things we have discussed and the items I
have shown you today are subject of the procedures and provisions of the
ICAC Act. So, you are not permitted to discuss what we've discussed or
what you have been shown with someone else without the consent of the
Commission.

TUCK:

So, I don't talk about this to Tom or (UNDECIPHERABLE)

GRAINGER:

No.

TUCK:

Righto, 'cause he's the only one that knows. But, he doesn't know about
today.

GRAINGER:

No, no. Look it's -

TUCK:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

You, you choose to tell him that you spoke to us, that's a matter for
yourself. But, you cannot disclose what we have actually discussed -

TUCK:

Righto.

GRAINGER:

- in, in here now.

TUCK:

I'll, I'll, I won't -

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

- tell him.

GRAINGER:

Our preference would be that you didn't tell him we'd spoken to you -

TUCK:

No, I won't say a thing.

GRAINGER:

OK.

TUCK:

And nor do, do, you didn't say anything to Meagan did you?

GRAINGER:

No.

TUCK:

Good, because Marg doesn't know, fortunately she's up in Newcastle
tomorrow.
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OK. So, we’ll finalise the interview now, the time is 7.04pm.
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RE: education export
From:
To:
Date:

Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
"Tuck, Bob" < @bigpond.com>
Mon, 31 Oct 2011 10:04:59 +1100

thanks
>>> "Bob Tuck"

@bigpond.com> 10/31/2011 9:50 am >>>

I’ll make enquiries to see who the right person is to talk to about this. My gut feeling tells me that it is beyond the scope of CSU, but you
never know. Hopefully I will talk
Face to face’ with someone later this week, will keep you updated.
Tucky

From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Monday, 31 October 2011 8:37 AM
To: Bob Tuck
Subject: Fwd: education export

Lydia is a friend of mine any questions email her , can you discuss with CSU
>>> lydia zhang <
@hotmail.com> 10/19/2011 10:54 am >>>
Dear Daryl:
The vice governor and the minister of education in Liaoning province China is very interested to have a 6 months School principal training program
from one of the Western University.
The provincial government has been sending University principals to USA for the pass 6 years and this program is going to extend to high school
and primary schools, in their province has more than 12,000 schools .
If you would talk to one of our University to provide a 6 month school program with a diploma certificate, 5 months teaching in China and one
month teach in Australian campus. This is a very good opportunity for education export.
Once you have an University interested, I will be happy to arrange a formal meeting for you with the Liaoning government.
regards:
Lydia
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Re: Shenyang enquiry Lydia and Humphrey your answer please ASAP regards
Daryl
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
@bigpond.com
Tue, 22 Nov 2011 10:30:51 +1100

From:
To:
Date:

Speak to girls to arrange asap
>>> "Bob Tuck"

@bigpond.com> 22/11/2011 10:27:16 AM >>>

If you can, try and find out when it is anticipated the program will start. Can we catch up next week, remember I have the meeting on
the 30th . Even if we can speak on the phone.
Tucky

From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Tuesday, 22 November 2011 9:03 AM
To: Bob Tuck
Subject: RE: Shenyang enquiry Lydia and Humphrey your answer please ASAP regards Daryl

arrived Sunday am in Sydney for a week
>>> "Bob Tuck" <

@bigpond.com> 11/21/2011 7:20 pm >>>

Received your note, guess it’s a matter of wait and see. When are you due back in Oz?
Tucky

From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Monday, 21 November 2011 5:21 PM
To: lydia zhang
Subject: RE: Shenyang enquiry Lydia and Humphrey your answer please ASAP regards Daryl

Lydia ,sorry I received this email too late I will forward to Bob Tuck who will manage this project for me, he has sent some questions already , If
anyone should travel it should be him. If Humphreys cousin provides the correct information for the products I may have to come back to
Shanghai and go to Taizhou , if so Bob could come with me and you could all meet in Shanghai ot Taizhou and brief him on the education
proposal failing that he could come alone the education department would have to fund all costs and expences ., in the meantime can you
answer the questions he has asked that I sent you , regards Daryl
>>> lydia zhang
@hotmail.com> 11/16/2011 2:36 am >>>
Dear daryl:
Welcome to china, I am sure you having a good time in yiwu. humphrey is departing from NY, will be in China tomorrow evening. For your
two question, I think you should visit shenyang for two days. The state government has been sending university principals to USA for the pass 6
years. The government wish to extend this program to high scholl and primary school principals which they have more than 12,000 schools
within the province. The government wish to do this but considering the cost, this is the reason I suggested a offshore program .i
If you would visit shenyang I will arrange vice governor Mr Chen chaoying who is responsible for this program to meet with you. with you help, I
am sure Australian university will have more chance then US university.
regards:
lydia

Date: Tue, 15 Nov 2011 11:26:33 +1100
From: Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au
To:
@hotmail.com
CC:
@163.com
Subject: Fwd: Shenyang enquiry Lydia and Humphrey your answer please ASAP regards Daryl

Sent from Daryl Maguire's iPad
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Sent from Daryl Maguire's iPad
Begin forwarded message:

From: "Bob Tuck"
@bigpond.com>
Date: 14 November 2011 11:29:37 PM GMT+08:00
To: "Daryl Maguire" <Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Subject: Shenyang enquiry

Mate, I have cc'd you the latest on the above. Positive news!!!! In the
meantime could you answer the following questions I know I will be asked?

1) Will the business mean a selected number of the 12,000 will attend
on an annual basis? If so how many and what numbers will that be?

2) Will CSU be expected to tender for the business alone without
competition from other universities, or are they chosen 'one' but will be
expected to submit a price per student for acceptance? Failing that, what
will be the process?

These are two questions that I see as pre-eminent and stand out; I feel that
there will be others as time progresses. Failing you wanting to answer them
(work time etc.) you may wish me to contact the China enquirer direct,
introduce myself etc. ask the questions and make direct one on one contact
keeping you in the pipe line; you call.

Tucky
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Re: China Project Update
From:
To:
Date:

Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
@bigpond.com
Sat, 03 Dec 2011 10:09:32 +1100

Ok good they only want to get the deal done to win favour with the Government they don't need money
>>> "Bob Tuck"
@bigpond.com> 3/12/2011 10:06:10 AM >>>
You got me wrong, I will write to introduce myself to the two people and at
the same time ask them to tell me more about themselves and their
organisation.
Tucky
-----Original Message----From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Friday, 2 December 2011 7:22 PM
To: @bigpond.com
Subject: Re: China Project Update
No our friend will get you the introduction and you do the rest they are
agents for the Lioaning government , talk later
>>> "Bob Tuck" < @bigpond.com> 2/12/2011 11:56:10 AM >>>
I have to have a CT pulmonary angiogram to test for a suspected pulmonary
embolism (blood clot).
I thought we would be dealing with a gov't or university official, going
thru private company changes things, as it is not on a one-on-one basis,
your friend's intention is to make money. I am not sure if CSU would want
to get involved with this way of doing business as they usually negotiate
directly. At the same time because I have been involved in direct
negotiations with similar deals in the past to ensure success is one reason
why I do it for no fee only travel and all expenses paid. Working thru you
friends places a different emphasis on my involvement, I feel hesitant to do
it for nothing and on the other hand by charging a fee the costs to the
Chinese principals may blow the project 'out of the water', hence CSU losing
the opportunity.
What do you reckon?
Tucky
-----Original Message----From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Friday, 2 December 2011 10:29 AM
To: @bigpond.com
Subject: Re: China Project Update
They are directors of a private chinese company Friends of mine they can
help you with the go between stuff I've told them I have appointed you to
make this happen and they will have to fund your movements to China etc! If
you end up going with CSU so do what you planned keep me ccd and go hard .
What tests are you having today ?
>>> "Bob Tuck"
@bigpond.com> 2/12/2011 10:09:07 AM >>>
Thanks for the addresses and card. I will write something up over the next
few days and cc the note to you. I will give a detailed introduction of
myself to start to gain their trust. In the meantime can you please tell me
what their job titles are, I am sure CSU will also want to know this?
How much do you want me to keep you involved?
Tucky
PS more tests today.
-----Original Message----From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Thursday, 1 December 2011 4:47 PM
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To: @bigpond.com
Subject: Re: China Project Update
His side kick is

@hotmail.com she speaks great English

Sent from Daryl Maguire's iPad
On 01/12/2011, at 10:49 AM, "Bob Tuck"

@bigpond.com> wrote:

> Was this Dean Toni Downes?
>
> I don't understand what you mean by 'flick you here business card for
> your
records adh the email address for our Chinese contact' * How will you
'flick' them to me? I am grounded at the moment and can't drive danger to
self and others.
>
> I guess no more word from China, please also tell me their Chinese
> names
and job position.
>
> Regards,
>
> Tucky
>
>
>
> From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
> Sent: Thursday, 1 December 2011 9:16 AM
> To: Bob Tuck
> Subject: Re: China Project Update
>
>
>
> Agreed , last night I met the Dean and spoke to her she is keen as
> well ,
I will flick you her business card for you records adh the email address for
our chinese contacts
>
>>>> "Bob Tuck"
@bigpond.com> 11/30/2011 10:46 am >>>
>
> Had a lengthy conversation a short while ago with Pamela Gibbons, Ass.
Dean, Education School, Bathurst. She is definitely interested but is
sceptical of the Chinese motive(s) due to past poor experience(s). CSU
currently has at least one Master's Degree program that will fill the bill,
this can be adjusted if need be.
>
>
>
> Pam, in due course, is going to send me a detailed report on what they
> can
offer and what their ideals are. When I receive this I think it is
important that we should meet.
>
>
>
> Meanwhile, I think it is now imperative that I make direct contact
> with
the two Chinese you have been principally talking to. I want to explain to
them briefly where I am up to and what role I envisage I will play, I have
outlined this to Pam, she has no objection; as well, I am sure I will have
more questions to ask. I hope you agree with this suggestion, if so please
give me their contact details. I won't do this until I have a better
understanding after my doctor's visit this morning at 11.30am.
>
>
>
> Tucky
>
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Re: Update CSU
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
@bigpond.com>
"Tuck, Bob"
Tue, 21 Feb 2012 16:10:09 +1100

From:
To:
Date:
Agreed
>>> "Bob Tuck" <

@bigpond.com> 2/7/2012 10:58 am >>>

I haven’t heard from our Chinese friends. With that in mind I think I should now contact my contact at CSU and bring them up to date with my
thoughts etc. I believe right now I would be losing credibility at CSU, I don’t want this to happen in case other projects come along. Your
permission is requested.

Tucky
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Re: Matters
From:
To:
Date:

"Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>" <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
@bigpond.com
Wed, 28 Dec 2011 07:32:38 +1100

Try Wu Ai market Shenyang China that should do it , no need to cc me about correspondence
Sent from Daryl Maguire's iPad
On 27/12/2011, at 3:01 PM, "Bob Tuck"

@bigpond.com> wrote:

> Have written to Lydia, do you want a copy?
>
> Did not find what I wanted on Yiwu could not find the Wuhi web page, is this
> the correct name?
>
>
>
> Tucky
>
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Fwd: Re: Suggestioins about cooperation , Bob can you consider and get back
to me
From:
To:
Date:

Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
@bigpond.com>, butteredcat01@gmail.com
"Tuck, Bob"
Wed, 09 May 2012 19:58:02 +1000

>>> ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga 5/7/2012 4:16 pm >>>
>>> chen yongqing
@yahoo.com> 07/05/12 4:08 >>>
Dear Mr. Daryl:
It was my great pleasure of know you and your colleagues in Sydney Hotel yesterday.
As agreed at the meeting, I would like to put up the following suggestions for cooperation for your reference.
As general aviation is the booming business in China, and Shenyang is the leading city for aviation, SAU is appointed by the provincial government
to eduate the students for general aviation. SAU is looking for a partner as APFG for cooperation.
I. SAU and APFG will set up the coopeative programs for educating pilot for private liscences, aircraft maintenance engineers, airport controllers,
aeronautical losgistics engineers, etc, anything that could be related to general aviation. The location is in SAU.
II. SAU will provide the classrooms, facilities, some of the teachers.
III. APFG will provide the curriculum, teaching materials, and some of the teachers.
IV. The initial target of the admission for each year is 1000 students, and will increase according to the market needs.
V. Two sides will discuss the benefits of the program at further meetings.
The similar programs are started by TAFE with Suzhou University, Nanchang Aeroanutical University, and Victoria University with Liaoning
University
Hope you will have a nice trip in China and reply me at your convenience.
Sincerely
Richard Chen
Dean of International Cooperations
Shenyang Aerospace University
No.37 Daoyi South Avenue,Daoyi Development District, Shenyang China 110034
Tel:8624-89724898 Fax:8624-89724298
Mobile:
Http://en.sau.edu.cn

Volume 27

1923

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT
E15-0078-049-0001

Re: Re: Suggestions about cooperation
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
"Pulver, Margaret" <margaret.pulver@parliament.nsw.gov.au>,
Fri, 11 May 2012 13:35:56 +1000

From:
To:
Date:

@bigpond.com

Mate your on the money will have office arrange
>>> "Bob Tuck"

@bigpond.com> 11/05/2012 10:47:06 AM >>>

G’day mate!
Have read your note. As you are aware I hold an Australian Commercial Pilots Licence and have done so since 1967, but of late my
flying activity has ceased. I understand though that when you hold such a licence it is in “perpetuity” I am still partially kept up to date
with what is happening in the industry by the authority. However, for me to be active once again I would have to have certain
refresher courses. That said, I can offer input into this enquiry by way of advice and some knowledge about the industry.
I am not sure if you are aware but I heard on Prime while you were away that REX is finding it hard to recruit instructors to teach pilot
training at their Wagga facility. My first thought regarding this is that should this be the situation it will be also difficult to find
instructors to teach in China unless some instructors would like the China experience. As to the training of aircraft maintenance
engineers, airport controllers, aeronautical logistics engineers, the Wagga TAFE teaches these subjects to RAAF recruits, though I am
not sure if they teach airport controllers and aeronautical logistics engineers, don’t think they do, I think our own aviation authority
has the responsibility for airport controllers.
I spent a lot of time with Kerry Penton while away she is very supportive and willing to be involved but I have not led her to believe it
is a given. In this respect, and the aviation matter I suggest we have an in-depth discussion as soon as possible. By the way Kerry is
out of Wagga all next week. I leave you to decide when we can get together.
Best wishes,
Tucky

From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Thursday, 10 May 2012 9:39 AM
To: ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga
Cc: Bob Tuck; butteredcat01@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: Re: Suggestioins about cooperation

Dear Richard,
It was very nice to meet you in Shenyang . Thank you for your further correspondence regarding Education Opportunities. I will pass this to my
colleagues for consideration and response.
You may receive future correspondence through our Company G8way International . My colleagues are Dr Bob Tuck and Mr Phil Elliott who are
responsible for all education matters.
Again nice to meet you , we will be in touch shortly with a peliminary response , kind regards |Daryl
>>> ElectorateOffice WaggaWagga 5/7/2012 4:16 pm >>>
>>> chen yongqing
@yahoo.com> 07/05/12 4:08 >>>
Dear Mr. Daryl:
It was my great pleasure of know you and your colleagues in Sydney Hotel yesterday.
As agreed at the meeting, I would like to put up the following suggestions for cooperation for your reference.
As general aviation is the booming business in China, and Shenyang is the leading city for aviation, SAU is appointed by the provincial
government to eduate the students for general aviation. SAU is looking for a partner as APFG for cooperation.
I. SAU and APFG will set up the coopeative programs for educating pilot for private liscences, aircraft maintenance engineers, airport controllers,
aeronautical losgistics engineers, etc, anything that could be related to general aviation. The location is in SAU.
II. SAU will provide the classrooms, facilities, some of the teachers.
III. APFG will provide the curriculum, teaching materials, and some of the teachers.
IV. The initial target of the admission for each year is 1000 students, and will increase according to the market needs.
V. Two sides will discuss the benefits of the program at further meetings.
The similar programs are started by TAFE with Suzhou University, Nanchang Aeroanutical University, and Victoria University with Liaoning
University
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University
Hope you will have a nice trip in China and reply me at your convenience.
Sincerely
Richard Chen
Dean of International Cooperations
Shenyang Aerospace University
No.37 Daoyi South Avenue,Daoyi Development District, Shenyang China 110034
Tel:8624-89724898 Fax:8624-89724298
Mobile:
Http://en.sau.edu.cn

Volume 27

1925

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

Hello Richard , re our cooperation
From:
To:
Cc:
Date:

"Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>" <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
@yahoo.com
@bigpond.com
Fri, 18 May 2012 12:41:55 +1000

Richard we have returned to Australia and met with our colleagues regarding your request.
We have decided to appoint Emeritus Professor Dr Robert (Bob) Tuck to facilitate this project.
Dr Tuck has a long association with Education and China .He is the Harbin official representative in Australia. He is also a Qualified
Commercial Pilot , so his credentials are First Class. On top of that he is a scholar and a gentleman and will liaise with you to get the desired
outcome. He will write soon with some questions to help him ascertain what needs to be done . Please feel free to converse with him as he is a
valued and trusted friend and colleague .
I look forward to a rewarding relationship , you're sincerely , Daryl Maguire
Sent from my iPad
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RE: Response to more answers
From:
To:
Date:

@bigpond.com>
Bob Tuck
"Maguire, Daryl" <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Tue, 05 Jun 2012 16:17:05 +1000

Okay at that meeting did you discuss the fact that there would be a fee and were any details about it discussed?
BT

From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Tuesday, 5 June 2012 3:31 PM
To: Bob Tuck
Subject: RE: Response to more answers

shenyang they came to see me with request, he had the deputy Education minister with him
>>> "Bob Tuck"

@bigpond.com> 6/5/2012 3:00 pm >>>

You have given me some guidelines to work on, appreciate that, but really them coming here at this point in time is not the way to go
because to ‘sell’ the project to the Aussie company I need to see what they have to offer so as to pass this on otherwise I am ‘selling’
something that could turn into a red herring in other words I have to have faith in their commitment. REX WILL ONLY BE FOR FLIGHT
TRAINING. Not sure at this stage if TAFE can offer the other courses, there is a university in W Aust that does and also some
institutions in Vict. and Qld.
I will wait to see what Richard says to my today’s note it seems I will probably have to spell it out in black and white that he pays for
my trip to Shenyang plus accommodation etc. I still think if he believes that he is to pay a success fee that he will expect me to pay for
the flight etc. then comes the problem “no success – no fee – loss of airfare to me”.
By the way did you only meet him in Sydney or did you also catch up with him in Shenyang?
Tucky

From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Tuesday, 5 June 2012 2:33 PM
To: Bob Tuck
Subject: RE: Response to more answers

Gday , if they arn't willing to assist your costs then he will have to come here . It will be easier , Jim Davis is the guy who was at REX now a
consultant if you need technical info or contacts also you have Tafe etc.
I haven't said how you could be paid however I would suggest that
1, they front costs for you to travel or they come here.
2,you gain a thorough understanding of requirements
3, suss out an appropriate provider for each request then neonate a success fee or commission per student on going before you pass on the
customer
.4 sign an agreement /contract .
you will be entitled to do this as you are a consultant for G8way International .
your terms are 5% to 1 million , 2.5%1m to 5 m, 1.75%5m to 10million, 1 to 100 m, .75% 100m to 1 billion and plus 1 billion negotiable
>>> "Bob Tuck"

@bigpond.com> 6/5/2012 1:49 pm >>>

You can guess that is what I have been steering towards I truly think it is imperative and important that I do have a ‘face to face’
meeting not only if I am to sell the project, but to get a firm understanding of what they really require, there are so many questions to
be asked. I am not prepared to outlay any of my own money to go as like most things that I have been involved in, in China, they
never eventuate. Mate I am also thrashing out in my head how a fee will be structured, who will pay, them or the Aussie, I can’t see
the Aussie paying? Did you leave Richard with the situation that he would pay a success fee? If you did he will be expecting me to pay
my own way to Shenyang as part of the service. I don’t know where I can go from here, I’ve tried to put the ‘ball in his court’ to
suggest to me a visit at his cost, but he hasn’t ‘bitten’ though I think he has guessed what I am on about. Maybe you have some ideas?
Tucky
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From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Tuesday, 5 June 2012 10:48 AM
To: Bob Tuck
Subject: RE: Response to more answers

Mmmmm just keep in there and see what happens , if they pay all expenses you should go and talk face to face
>>> "Bob Tuck"

@bigpond.com> 6/5/2012 10:07 am >>>

Dear Richard,

Thank you for your note albeit being written in hurried circumstances.

I too am very disappointed that I did not make it to Harbin, there is a story as to why, which I am not privy to at this point in time all I
can say is that I am extremely disappointed with those involved.

As to the “Power of Attorney” appointment, perhaps you can model it on the appointment given to me by the Harbin Foreign Affairs
people, which you have a copy of. In it you can substitute the tasks you wish me to do for you. Please send me a draft copy and I will
comment on it.

I totally support your remark regarding we need to get together to discuss the matter, there are many many issues to agree upon,
resolve and clarify; I think we will be “forever and a day” emailing one another in the foreseeable future to discuss the project and its
completion. I might add that I see my role continuing to assist when the project is up and running; I look forward to this challenge as I
see it is something that I can really put my mind too to ensure its success.

As to a ‘face to face’ meeting, do you have any plans to visit Australia in the immediate future? I am available to visit Shenyang at any
time as I am now semi-retired from the workforce.

That’s it for now not much more I can say at this point in time; I look forward to your comments.

Sincerely,

Bob

From: chen yongqing [mailto:
Sent: Monday, 4 June 2012 4:08 PM
To: Bob Tuck
Subject: RE: More answers

@yahoo.com]

Dear Bob:
Thanks for your quick reply. As I am leaving the office for another job now, I will not write you a long letter.

It is a pity that you have cancelled the trip to Harbin.
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As I we agreed before, we would like to open the aircraft maintenance, airport management, aircraft logistics first, then flight training.

For the Power of Attorney, it is not a problem, could you please send me some information of yours, maybe a sample will be
much more appreciated.

For the trainers from Australia, we will provide free accommodation and food, along with salary. But we really need to sit down to
talk about all the details, thanks.

Sincerely
Richard Chen
Dean of International Cooperations
Shenyang Aerospace University
No.37 Daoyi South Avenue,Daoyi Development District, Shenyang China 110034
Tel:8624-89724898 Fax:8624-89724298
Mobile:
Http://en.sau.edu.cn
--- On Sun, 6/3/12, Bob Tuck <frirt@bigpond.com> wrote:
From: Bob Tuck
@bigpond.com>
Subject: RE: Meeting
To: "'chen yongqing'"
@yahoo.com>
Received: Sunday, June 3, 2012, 10:09 PM
Dear Richard,

Thank you for your note, much appreciated! I shall now update you with my thoughts.

Firstly, it seems to me from what you have told me in your note that for your project requirements you are seeking assistance
from countries other than Australia. This is your prerogative and I respect you for this I would do the same thing should I be in
your position. However, having said that, I feel that I must have some assurance that my time and effort in satisfying your enquiry
will not exploited. This genuinely concerns me, as like as in China, ’saving face’ and ‘loss of face’ means a lot to me! Hence, I
believe that we should get to know one another better by a ‘face to face’ meeting where we can develop a bond of trust and
sincere friendship. As you will come to know when, and if, we do meet, trust and true friendship in a relationship mean a lot to
me.

In respect to having a ‘face to face’ meeting in Shenyang. No, as much as I would like to, unfortunately I do not have any current
plans to visit China. At one point in time I felt that my wife and I would be visiting Harbin for their annual mid-June trade fair that is
about to occur, but that visit will not happen, which disappoints me. Nevertheless, thank you for the offer of accommodation and
a tour of your remarkable city. That leaves us back to square one; your thoughts would be appreciated on how we can get
together?

This morning, from work I have already done on the project, I received a genuine expression of interest. This interest centres on
your initial thoughts regarding Aircraft Maintenance Engineers, Airport Controllers, and Aeronautical Logistic Engineers, not flight
training. In this respect, I have a major Australian flight training organisation in mind but have not approached them as yet. I
believe this flight training organisation will be absolutely ideal for your requirements.

As a further thought; I do not know if it is within your power to organise a letter of appointment for me to give me ‘Power of
Attorney’ to act as your agent to carry out your task(s). Your thoughts along these lines would be appreciated? I believe such a
letter of appointment on your official university letter head would give me the necessary credentials to conduct business on your
behalf, it would dispel any fears the organisations I approach might have that I am a bogus operator and, in addition, it would tell
organisations that I contact that I do have the authority and power to act on your university’s behalf. What do you think about this

Volume 27

1929

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT
idea?

In closing, I must say that if I am to ‘sell’ your project to suitable and reliable Australian organisations I think it goes without saying
that I should have a good idea and firsthand knowledge of who the chief stakeholders are in your university that will be concerned
with this project. I should also see for myself what facilities your university will offer in the way of classrooms and other training
facilities. Should accommodation be a requirement for the Australian trainers (I think you have this in mind), I should also know
what and where this will be and at what standard the accommodation and food will be. Plus, I should be able to provide some
idea of what is on offer regarding revenue to the concerned Australian organisation. These are but some of the undetermined
tasks that come readily to mind as I write, I am sure there will be others.

I guess you can see by the words and tone I have used in this note that I am sincere in my effort to assist you. Daryl has given
me this task knowing full well that I am the kind of person who will endeavour to do his best.

Sincerely,

Bob T.

From: chen yongqing [mailto:
Sent: Monday, 4 June 2012 10:35 AM
To: Bob Tuck
Subject: RE: Meeting

@yahoo.com]

Dear Bob:
Thanks for your reply. As civil aviation, especially general aviation is rather new in China, so we are short of experiences and materials for
the training of the engineers and managers. That is why we are seeking for the cooperations with international organizations.

I totally agree with you about your suggestions of having a face to face meeting. Do you have any plan to visit China recently? When you
are here, we can provide you accommodation and city tour as well. Many thanks for your endeavor about the cooperation.
Sincerely
Richard Chen
Dean of International Cooperations
Shenyang Aerospace University
No.37 Daoyi South Avenue,Daoyi Development District, Shenyang China 110034
Tel:8624-89724898 Fax:8624-89724298
Mobile:
Http://en.sau.edu.cn
--- On Fri, 6/1/12, Bob Tuck

@bigpond.com> wrote:

From: Bob Tuck
@bigpond.com>
Subject: RE: Response to your answers
To: "'chen yongqing'"
@yahoo.com>
Received: Friday, June 1, 2012, 1:24 AM
Dear Richard,

Thank you very much for your response; it is much appreciated, thank you.

Presently, I am making enquiries to suit your request particularly for a suitable training organisation for the training of Aircraft
Maintenance Engineers, Airport Controllers, and Aeronautical Logistic Engineers along the lines you have requested. However, it
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is difficult for me to come to grips with the fact that there is such a calling for these specialized people in China when China has
come such a long way in the past 20 years in the national and international aviation industry. I ask myself: “Surely China must
have its own Chinese nationals who can teach these subjects; why do they need foreigners, I ask myself?” Perhaps you might
care to comment on this to alleviate my unease.

Daryl has given me a task, through you, that I will treat with due diligence and respect and will do my utmost to ensure that the
correct responsible organization is found for you and your colleagues, this is my pledge to you. However, I must say it would be
good for me to meet you and your colleagues to see and familiarize for myself what facilities your university currently offers and
to personally discuss with you and your colleagues what your aims and objectives are both short and long-term rather than
relying on written email communication which sometimes can become confusing, frustrating and even misinterpreted. You
might also care to comment on this notion.

My sincere wishes,

Bob Tuck

From: chen yongqing [mailto:
@yahoo.com]
Sent: Friday, 1 June 2012 2:35 PM
To: Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Cc: @bigpond.com
Subject: Re: Answers

Dear Mr. Daryl and Mr. Bob:
Sorry for the late reply, I have been waiting for the returning of our president for the answers, and
just got them! I would like to answer your questions as following.
a. You have told Daryl that your desire is to seek Australian organisations with the ability, and the
people, to teach Chinese students to Private Pilot Licence standard as well as to the requirements
to fulfil the requirements for qualification for Aircraft Maintenance Engineers, Airport Controllers,
and Aeronautical Logistic Engineers. Please tell me if you have a first preference for
commencement and your preferences thereafter? I ask this question as each field of study more
than likely will require a different Australian training organisation. I envisage that the Riverina
Institute of TAFE will be one of these training organisations.
However, assuming that your first level of interest is pilot training I will now ask questions along
these lines and leave questions in relation to the other disciplines for later correspondence.
Answer: We would like to get a partner university, may be not TAFE, as according to the Chinese
government regulations, our university can confer bachelor degrees, and our partner should also be
able to confer bachelor degrees.
We can leave pilot training for later discussion, as it is more difficult, we need aircrafts for the
training. So we can open Aircraft Maintenance Engineers, Airport Controllers, and Aeronautical
Logistic Engineers first.

·
b. It seems to me that Shenyang Aerospace University does not yet have a college that teaches
students to fly, and that it is your task to bring this about; is my assumption correct?
Answer: We have pilot training courses here, 3+1 program, final year’s flying in the USA , Australia
or Canada
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·
c. If my assumption is correct, do you wish students to proceed with any further training other than
attaining a Private Pilot Licence and those students will not continue any further with their training to
achieve a Commercial Pilot Licence and then continue on to a Senior Commercial Pilot Licence?
Is this notion correct?
Answer: Our students now are all for commercial licence, we have around 50 students per year.
However, in the new campus, we will train some students for private licence, as general aviation is
booming in China .

d. Accepting that students will attain a Private Pilot Licence, do you envisage that this will be an
“Australian” Private Pilot Licence or a “Chinese” Private Pilot Licence? I ask this question as no
doubt there will be different requirements and standards for pilot licencing in China that the
Australian instructors will have to learn.
Answer: If our students will flying in Australia , the school in Australia need to be recognized by the
CAAC, China Civil Aviation Authority, same as CASA.

e. Do you envisage that students will seek to be endorsed to multi-engine standard (two engines)
on fixed wing aircraft?
Answer: Yes, double engine aircraft is required.

f. Do you envisage students seeking an endorsement on helicopters?
Answer: Not for now, but in the future, it will be sure.

·
g. What aircraft will students learn to fly?
Answer: They will learn with Cessna 152 or 172, later change to Boeing or Airbus. This is for now,
but later we will train students in China for general aviation aircrafts.

·
h. Considering 1,000 students per year, what student class room sizes do you visualise?
Answer: Generally, we have 20 to 30 in one class.

·
i. What time factor do you visualise for students to reach and pass their Private Pilot Licence
(months).
Answer: 10 to 12 months.

·
j. How many Australian teaches do you visualise participating in the program?
Answer: We have discuss how many majors we will open for cooperation first, then make the
decision. But we don’t hope many Australian teachers will come, as the expenses will be very high.
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·
k. Attaining a Private Pilot Licence, and the additional licence thereafter, is a very costly thing in
Australia ; to achieve their licence will you be charging students Australian rates or Chinese rates?
Answer: Now our students are paying Australian dollars to the flying schools.

l. Having the last question in mind, Pilot instructors in Australia now receive a high salary much
different to when I first learnt to fly. Will you pay Australian rates of pay and conditions or Chinese?
Answer: We can discuss this later, as I said earlier, this is more complicated major, we can open
later.

We hope the above answers will help to understand our purpose, and hope the cooperation will be
a success.
Sincerely
Richard Chen
Dean of International Cooperations
Shenyang Aerospace University
No.37 Daoyi South Avenue,Daoyi Development District, Shenyang China 110034
Tel:8624-89724898 Fax:8624-89724298
Mobile:
Http://en.sau.edu.cn
--- On Tue, 5/29/12, Daryl Maguire <Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au> wrote:
From: Daryl Maguire <Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Subject: Re: Hello Richard , re our cooperation
To: "chen yongqing"
@yahoo.com>
Received: Tuesday, May 29, 2012, 2:29 AM
Hello Richard , I was speaking to Dr Robert Tuck and he mentioned he has not had a final response to his questions , are you having
difficulty obtaining the information ,regards Daryl
>>> chen yongqing
@yahoo.com> 5/18/2012 2:06 pm >>>
Dear Daryl:
Thanks for your follow up information, happy to learn Dr. Robert will contact us soon. We hope the cooperation will be a success. Good
luck.
Sincerely
Richard Chen
Dean of International Cooperations
Shenyang Aerospace University
No.37 Daoyi South Avenue,Daoyi Development District, Shenyang China 110034
Tel:8624-89724898 Fax:8624-89724298
Mobile:
Http://en.sau.edu.cn
--- On Thu, 5/17/12, Daryl Maguire <Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au> wrote:
From: Daryl Maguire <Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Subject: Hello Richard , re our cooperation
To:
@yahoo.com
Cc: @bigpond.com
Received: Thursday, May 17, 2012, 10:41 PM
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Richard we have returned to Australia and met with our colleagues regarding your request.
We have decided to appoint Emeritus Professor Dr Robert (Bob) Tuck to facilitate this project.
Dr Tuck has a long association with Education and China .He is the Harbin official representative in Australia. He is also a Qualified
Commercial Pilot , so his credentials are First Class. On top of that he is a scholar and a gentleman and will liaise with you to get the
desired outcome. He will write soon with some questions to help him ascertain what needs to be done . Please feel free to converse with
him as he is a valued and trusted friend and colleague .
I look forward to a rewarding relationship , you're sincerely , Daryl Maguire
Sent from my iPad
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Re
From:
To:
Date:
Attachments:

Bob Tuck
@bigpond.com>
"Maguire, Daryl" <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Tue, 12 Jun 2012 15:46:01 +1000
Project Offer.docx (33.13 kB)

Attached is the note I have sent to Richard. Hope you like it, the last one was a quickly drawn up draft.
Tucky
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12th June 2012
Dear Richard,
Firstly, I am sorry for this rather lengthy note, but as you would know from your stay in Australia we
Australians like to speak our mind and tell the situation how it is; this is a characteristic of our
culture. Besides, I am known for my verboseness when communicating in suchlike matters.
Once again thank you for your note and the attached ‘Power of Attorney’ document and, as
well, thank you again for your kind invitation to cover my accommodation costs while in Shenyang,
your offer is much appreciated. In this respect, I assume that the accommodation will be at a hotel
that serves Western breakfasts. I have discussed your offer with Daryl for which he also thanks you
very much. However, as you have asked us to assist we are both still of the opinion that if you are
truly serious about me assisting you with your project that the cost of my travel is your responsibility
and not mine. To be honest, I do not feel that I should outlay roughly $1500 to $1600 Australian
dollars of my own money to cover the travel costs when you may decide to go elsewhere with
another contender. I hope you can see my point of view. You must also remember that I will be
giving up my time to make the long journey to Shenyang and return.
Having said that, I am wondering if the problem of funding for you is only current and that the
situation may change in the near future, whereby you may be in a better position to finance my
travel; for example, after the forthcoming 30th June end of financial year. This is just a thought! In
any case, I foresee that I would not be able to make the journey at the earliest until sometime after
the middle of July.
Yesterday Daryl and I have again discussed the project; consequently, we have decided to put
the following proposition to you.

1)

Pursuant to you funding my travel costs from my home in Australia to Shenyang; as a
gesture of good faith to undertake the project I will volunteer my services to you and
your university in an honorary capacity. My offer is conditional that you will, in
addition, be responsible for my expenses that may include internal travel and
accommodation within Australia that may require finding a suitable partner. Any
such expenses will not be undertaken without your approval. Should you accept my
offer we can discuss how this latter funding will work when we meet. I envisage that
there will probably be very little or no such expense but you should be made aware
that there might be and that any such expense incurred by me will be your
responsibility. Furthermore, when I find a suitable partner, whom I consider should
be introduced to you, that you would likewise fund my travel and accommodation
costs to Shenyang so that I may introduce the potential partner to you.

2)

In previous correspondence, I have told you that I would like to take an active part in
the project when it gets up and running. This offer still applies. I see my added
participation will be needed to ensure that the partnership runs smoothly especially
during its initial start-up. This also will mean visiting Shenyang.

3)

My offer to volunteer my services is sincere and genuine nonetheless at some future
time you may consider giving me a stipend as a thank you for my service. I might add
that by volunteering my services I do not want you and your President to think that I
will give you any lesser commitment, this is not my style. I have judged you as the
type of person who will not take advantage of me by my offer.

4)

In sum, I will volunteer my labour but all expenses will be your responsibility.

1
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5)

Lastly, Daryl believes that it is highly probable that there will be a commission fee
payable to an agent(s) who may also assist. He believes you should make an
allowance for this in your budget projections. I am sorry at this point in time; I
cannot offer a suggestion as to what such a commission fee might be.

That said, I think you can gauge from my correspondence that I am truly enthusiastic about
being part of this project. To be part of the introduction of general aviation in China really enthuses
me in this historic event. I see my former aviation experience, my current and past business
experience and now my academic qualifications coming together to offer you a complete package.
In closing I can see from your correspondence that you truly accept that you and I do need to
meet face-to-face to discuss the project in its entirety and that it is only by this means that the
project’s success will ensue. As I have said in previous correspondence to you, there are, and will be
many questions that I will want to ask you. It is only by a face-to-face meeting where you and I can
get to know one another and develop a friendship and where a trusting relationship will follow that I
can see the project being a success.
Sincerely,

Bob Tuck

2
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E15-0078-049-0001

Re: RE
From:
To:
Date:

"Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>" <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
@bigpond.com
Mon, 16 Jul 2012 08:52:12 +1000

G'day can you flick me Richards phone number and email ASAP
Sent from my iPad
On 10/07/2012, at 10:41 AM, "Bob Tuck"

@bigpond.com> wrote:

> Bloody cold and raining here today, might get 10-25 mm.
>
>
>
> Have you made a meeting time and place with Richard yet, when you do meet
> bring up some of the questions I have raised in later correspondence to you.
> If you don't get a meeting with him please keep me in mind for involvement
> in other projects.
>
>
>
> Met up with Phil last Sunday he brought me up to date with his predicament.
>
>
>
> Have fun!
>
>
>
> Tucky
>
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RE: RE
From:
To:
Date:

Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
@bigpond.com>
"Tuck, Bob"
Fri, 27 Jul 2012 12:47:01 +1000

TA
>>> "Bob Tuck"

@bigpond.com> 7/27/2012 9:14 am >>>

I have given more thought to Richard’s project and think I should write to him after you get back and in the hope that you are able to
speak to him while in China and depending on what find out will model my letter on that. We must remember that he has given me
written Power of Attorney to carry out the project, as far as I am concerned this still applies in the lack of him cancelling out. I am
speaking with a good mate this afternoon regarding the HACCP project I will tell him all I know but try and work on this while you are
away also.
Will keep in touch with you.
Tucky

From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Thursday, 26 July 2012 4:43 PM
To:
@bigpond.com
Subject: Re: RE

No worries I will get you one then around $100
>>> "Bob Tuck"

@bigpond.com> 26/07/2012 4:29:50 PM >>>

Yes I guess you are right, I do get a bit pissed off with bad manners, obviously this bloke has come from a rural background and is
ostensibly ignorant. On second thoughts I was going to write and ask you if you could try and get him on the phone, he may not want to
discuss business with me any more for reasons I do not know, so can you try and phone him please, I won’t do anything more. Regarding
the mobile phone the one I was talking about the other day is called an “Ascend PI” it is made by Huawei. It is supposed to retail here
through Dick Smith for $499. Mostly these things come with an International Warranty. If you get the opportunity see what you can do,
if you come across one please email me with the price details etc. if you can, I don’t want to spend $499 as I the use I presently give a
mobile doesn’t warrant that kind of outlay.
Come back to me when you can. Have a good trip and try and work me into something, I come cheap.
Tucky

From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Thursday, 26 July 2012 2:58 PM
To:
@bigpond.com
Subject: Re: RE

Mate if he doesn't respond forget it don't write it may poison any other dealings with the universities
>>> "Bob Tuck"

@bigpond.com> 26/07/2012 2:41:14 PM >>>

See if Barry will give me something to do with China. Have a good trip look forward to your contact. If I don’t hear from Richard by
Monday pm I intend to write to him and give him a subtle blast.
Tucky

From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Thursday, 26 July 2012 2:35 PM
To: Bob Tuck
Subject: RE: RE

away 5 days , better to buy a mobile here for warranty, but I will converse with you when away re phone
>>> "Bob Tuck"
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I had no idea that you were going until I heard it on the TV last night. How long will you be away for? Have not heard from Richard. Will
you get an opportunity to buy me a mobile so I can use Tango?
Tucky

From: Daryl Maguire [mailto:Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Thursday, 26 July 2012 12:52 PM
To: Bob Tuck
Subject: Re: RE

Leaving tomorrow
>>> "Bob Tuck"

@bigpond.com> 7/26/2012 9:59 am >>>

Are you going to Guangzhou soon with Barry?
Tucky

Volume 27

1940

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

WUAI WHOLESALE TRADE COMPLEX
Thank you for showing confidence in me by sharing with me the contents of a letter in your
possession that details the changed characteristics now planned at the proposed Wuai Trade Centre.
What I am about to write, I believe, offers constructive criticism and is written in the hope that you
will have a sensible and logical rethink about your involvement in this project. I might add that my
practical critique is not in any way “racist” I doubt that there are very few people in Wagga or
Australia for that matter who have the regard for China and the Chinese people like I have, the
Chinese government appointments I hold bear testimony to that. What follows asserts so much is
my concern for your political future that if you should continue with this irrational unsound project.
In the beginning, I wonder why the letter you have referred to was ever written. I wonder
why a mere architect would write such a letter. I cannot help but think there is some kind of devious
motive to deceive in its construct and I must admit that after giving it a lot of thought I have come to
that conclusion.

To my mind, there is no doubt that someone, possibly from ACA Capital

Investments (ACA), has given the writer a constructed script to suit ACA and Wuai’s self-interests.
What is paramount is the way the proposed development’s uses have been adjusted to suit the
adverse criticism that has appeared in the Wagga press. In addition, I might add that the new figures
and other details go completely outside the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and the Draft
Agreement. For example, I understand the letter makes no mention of Chinese business people
participating in the venture; instead, it refers to “international participants”. It is reasonable to
assume that, as the project is a Mainland Chinese Communist State Owned Company venture, that
the vast majority of the participants will be Chinese. Furthermore, the many changes between that
have been outlined to now, should they not have been planned to deceive, certainly show that the
proponents have no idea of what and how many participants will participate in the project as the
figures promoted do differ vastly to that that of Taskforce discussion, the MOU, and the Draft
Agreement. 1 I understand the proposed “international participants” (not Chinese) and the
hypothetical 3,000 jobs, is to my mind an absolute fudged exaggeration. Such a claim is complete
nonsense and rhetorical spin and done in an attempt to dupe a gullible person, or people, and to
sway the DA examiners and Council toward acceptance. “Where are the 3,000 jobs going to be, I
ask?” By ten fold, is total rhetorical spin! More about this aspect later!
1 By the way, as yet, I do not know if the Draft Agreement has been signed, so will continue to refer to it in
this report as the “Draft” Agreement, though I feel that it may have been as you refer to Agreement in the
Wagga Daily Advertiser on Thursday the 13th inst. My guess is that like me none of the Taskforce members
do not know if the signing has happened, the Mayor &/or GM has erred by not bringing us up to date with
this aspect and many others.
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Having said that, what is required to overcome this attempt to “pull the wool” over people’s
eyes is a well-planned and constructed Feasibility Study that incudes both empirical marketing and
economic research to both quantify and qualify the proponents statements and the actual numbers
that will later, potentially, form a mandatory, fully feasible, Business Plan. To not complete this
study puts a big question mark on the success of the project and questions the proponents’ motives
and sides with the many critics who openly assert that the project is a visa fraud of major
proportions. Aside that, in the early stages of this report I must say at this juncture that this whole
proposition presents many challenges to you, Council, and the community. Surely, Council and you
have important affairs that do really matter to the Wagga constituents!
I now wish to expand on what I have said up to this time as my comments do need
explanation and do promote further questions. Although what you have told me is very informative
with a lot of detail and obvious spin it attempts to change that which is outlined in the MOU and the
Draft Agreement with a lot of the aspects that endorse a number of unanswered questions; for
example and in no particular order.
1) From what you have told me, it seems the letter makes no mention of the Wuai Group.
Why?
2) In our last phone conversation on the 5th inst and subsequent emails, you have told me that
a ‘conditional’ contract for the land sale is planned in exchange for the waiving of the DA fee
and the transfer of the Entertainment Centre when built. In addition, that the contract will
be completed next Tuesday night and that this was agreed to by Humphrey during a
conversation with you on Sunday the 2nd inst.
Is my assumption correct? Shouldn’t the DA be approved first before any sale of the land, it
seems to me that the cart is going before the horse here? On the other hand, failing that
circumstance, it can be concluded that if this process is happening that it is now a foregone
conclusion that the DA will be approved. Is this the situation?
STOP PRESS: I am now aware that the sale of the land will be “conditional” on DA approval;
I assume that this also takes into account the transfer of ownership of the Entertainment
Centre.
3) No mention is made in the Draft Agreement regarding the “adjacent block” to the land
under consideration.
Is the transfer of this land an extra to be included in the “conditional sale”?
4) You have told me that the letter in your possession proposes a change to the land rezoning
from “general industry” to that, which will allow ‘business, warehouse, transport, and
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ancillary uses’; proposed also are ‘a club, restaurants, coffee shops, food courts, and bars’ as
well as the convention centre and office meeting rooms. This being so, I believe the
inclusion of ‘a club, restaurants, coffee shops, food courts, and bars’ means that the current
proposed rezoning will have to be changed to “retailing”. This will mean that the rezoning
will change from “general industry” to “open trade retail”, which will mean at any time the
whole complex can change from “mixed use wholesale trade centre” to a full retail trade
centre differing to that as originally proposed. I am sure that this will NOT be acceptable to
the Wagga business community and certainly goes outside the original MOU and Draft
Agreement.
I would image that should this retailing be approved that tenders will be called for the
operation of the club and restaurant, to your knowledge is this planned?
5) As I write, I can think of at least six Wagga businesses that depend on importing goods from
China and retailing these goods to Riverina Clubs, industry, and the like large organisations:
it is their livelihood! I foresee, due to the enormity of some of the sizes of the orders
completed in this business (container loads) that these same organisations will go direct to
the traders in the Wuai complex and do direct business, this is human nature and nothing
seemingly appears to stop them from doing so.
Has any consideration been given to these local business houses, they do not propose to do
business in the complex, should it eventuate, because it takes away their ability to provide
unique products, which they base the success of their business on?
6) It seems, from what you have told me, the proponent now wishes to build the complex in
various stages and not like that proposed in the original MOU and Draft Agreement with the
first stage being committed to a $40M development.
What does this $40M commitment include; it represents 1/15th of the original $600M as
stated in the Draft Agreement.
7) From what I understand, the letter makes no mention of the proposed 250 room
international hotel.
Has this hotel been deleted from the project?
8) From what I understand, the customers will come from ‘Australia, New Zealand, and Pacific
Islands’. To be honest, I cannot see this happening, besides such a limited customer support
base makes the project unviable. I also think that New Zealanders, Pacific Islanders, and
even Australians in some parts of Australia would find it just as cheap to fly to China direct
rather than come to Wagga. I also believe that wholesale purchasers of any product would
prefer to have products that are unique to their product range and would prefer to source
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product from the numerous Chinese manufacturers where they may potential to have
exclusive rights rather than buy from the Trade Complex providers where their competitors
also have access. From my experience of taking numerous Australian business people to
China this circumstance will limit purchasing from the complex providers.
In addition to the above, I still wonder why Wagga has been selected I can’t help but
think that Wagga has been selected in the belief that it will be easier to obtain visas with
Wagga being a regional NSW city. One of the Wuhai proponents was quoted in the Wagga
Wagga DA as saying this and that it was this fact that drew him to Wagga. I ask myself why
not go to Sydney where the city is central to Brisbane, Melbourne and Adelaide with Perth as
an afterthought; after-all establishing the Trade Complex in Sydney will save the hassle of
changing planes at Sydney to get to Wagga. Wagga truly does not make sense, even the
Chinese Complex participants will find Sydney more acceptable to live and work, here they
will find and develop friendships with their compatriots where they are in abundance.
Have you or the people at ACA ever given thought to this set of circumstances, why Wagga?
9) From what I understand the letter requests, in relation to the addition of retail trading, that
‘some on-site accommodation to allow international staff to stay in a location close to their
business pursuits’, will be required.
What does this mean? Will this accommodation ‘fit-in’ with the intended rezoning change?
Will it mean a high-rise building? Is the plan or objective to have Chinese styled dormitory
compound accommodation?
I believe the 3,000 Chinese families will be very rich people. They will have to be to purchase
a complex site. Therefore, I foresee the so-called 3,000 Chinese families will not want to
work at the Trade Complex but will employ at least, as a minimum, 2,000 workers who will
also want to bring their family members to work at the complex and accordingly therefore
allow the 3,000 rich Chinese family members site purchasers to live elsewhere, perhaps
anywhere in Australia. Consequently, the 2,000 plus workers will live in a large dormitory
on-site; to my mind, this would not be acceptable to anyone under any circumstances.
Regarding the changed number of participants, as mentioned on page 1, from what I
understand, when compared to the MOU and the “Draft Agreement”, the letter
demonstrates a number of discrepancies in the actual number of participants, I am now
wondering which is correct: for example:
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a) The Draft Agreement and MOU clearly state that the complex is designed for ‘3,750
complex sites’. Apparently, from what you have told me, the letter states that 2,000
“international companies” are planned to establish their business at the Trade Complex.
i. What realistic, first-hand, empirical evidence is there that there will be 2,000
“international” companies investing in these complexes or for that matter
the 3,750 figure stated in the MOU and Draft Agreement or for that matter
any number? What has ACA or Wuai done to affirm these figures?

b) The MOU and Draft Agreement talks principally about Chinese companies being the
principal companies for each complex, we have now gone from Chinese companies to
“international” companies.
i. Who will the “international” companies be? How many international
companies other than Chinese will there be? When compared to Chinese
companies, what will be the national make-up of these so-called
“international” companies? Has any empirical research been done to satisfy
what numbers there will be?
I might add that should ACA’s planning propose that the international companies will
comprise of Japan, Taiwan, Sth Korea, The Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam, Mongolia,
Russia and India, who are all China’s neighbours, that currently and of recent times and
presently. China has been in conflict and is, with sometimes-armed conflict, with all
these nations. Therefore, I cannot see a great deal of support from each outlined nation
state, there may be some, but we don’t know whom! Besides, to my knowledge, each of
these nations do not trust the Chinese, nor do the Chinese trust each of these nations;
even Hongkongese, Malaysian and Singaporean Chinese do not trust Mainland Chinese
and vice-versa.
There is a real problem here! Besides who among these nations has indicated their intent
to participate in the Wuai Trade Complex? I assume none!

c) The letter apparently states that it is estimated that the 2,000 international companies
will have 3,000 families move to Wagga to help to help run each business. This being so
and accepting that there will be mostly Chinese companies with very limited support
from other nation states and assuming that the other “international nationals” also have
one child in accordance with a contemporary average Chinese family; estimates of an
increase in Wagga’s population, as a minimum, and in accordance with these figures, are:
3,000 families X 3 people per family = 9,000 permanent visa residents.
(Approx. 1 Chinese per 6 “Anglos” living in Wagga)
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Despite what I have stated in page 3, one may assume in the above figures that each
family of three will work in their allotted complex site, that is father mother and either
son or daughter. This does not appear realistic; one would have to assume that at least
one other employee, as a minimum, would be required. Should this be so, my guess is
that it is the sums extrapolate to the following:
Example 1: 3,000 families X 3 people per family = 9,000 Visa resident claimants.
Example 2: Min. 1 employee for 2,000 outlets = 2,000 + 9,000 = 11,000
11,000 +
Plus employee’s spouse and child = 4,000
15,000 Visa resident claimants.
(Approx. 1 Chinese to 4 “Anglos”)
However, should one take into consideration that most people that want to come to
Australia would also want their parents with them, this is the norm; this would mean, the
mathematics change somewhat. Consequently, without the addition of the “employee
and his family, as above, the extrapolated sums are:
Example 3: 3,000 families X 3 people per family = 9,000
X 4 (Husband & wife’s mother, father)
=36,000 Visa resident claimants.
(Approx. 1 Chinese to 1.5 “Anglos”)
Aside those figures, let’s go back to the Draft Agreement figure of 3,750 and let’s say that
some of these complexes are joined to make one complex site to create 3,000 complex
sites. This co-joining represents a 50% rise in the anticipated number of families taking
the figure to 4,500, the extrapolated sums then become:
Example 4: 4,500 families X 3 people per family = 13,500 visa residency claimants.
and respectively in accordance with Example 3.
4,500 families X 4 additional people per family = 54,000 visa residency claimants.
(Approx. fifty-fifty Chinese to “Anglos” potentially living in Wagga)
On face value, the total family reunion (participant’s mother and father), in Example 4, looks
absurd but this example could become reality, as it is normal for Chinese to want to bring their
parents to Australia. To be honest, I cannot see Wagga people and for that matter Australians, in
general, ever accepting this rise in population, even the absolute minimum would not be acceptable;
especially when brought about by “Chinese or other international Asians” as this offends our
egalitarianism and authorised norms for migrant arrival.
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I would imagine the cost of each proposed complex site would be hefty to cover not only
establishment costs but also the proponent would charge a premium for the assured Visa processing
and granting plus a profit margin on top. After all, this is what the proposal is all about Wuai and
ACA and their partners are in it for the money, I have never known Chinese people to be altruistic
this trait plays a small role in Chinese society, making money is more their motive!
i) What are the sales terms proposed for each complex?
ii) Why is there now pressure to have the DA approved?
iii) Of a more serious nature, it appears that no prior community debate is
being planned. I find the omission of such public debate hard to accept as
such an enormous project has major implications for Wagga residents and
the wider community. Such a course of action, to my mind if proposed, will
not be acceptable! It obliterates transparency and conjures corruption!
iv) Furthermore, it is my understanding that after a DA is submitted, it is too
late for community debate as the only criteria for approval/rejection is
strictly legal issues.
10) What will come first, the complex building or the visa application and granting?
I foresee that the proponents will sell the concept to Mainland Chinese business people “off
the architects plan” and that this sale will include an Australian family residency visa and a
complex site with the total cost being in excess of $500M to thus conform to Australia’s visa
requirements. This conceptual sale will produce an income of something like one and a half
billion Australian dollars to Wuai and the ACA partners. Should the complex site sales not be
achieved, then the whole deal will not eventuate and will collapse.
Has the possibility of this situation occurring been thought about?
There are many thinking people in the community who believe that whether the giant centre comes
or not is dependent on whether or not the Council encourages the developer to put up a DA and
whether it gives the green light or not to it. Moreover, they believe that prior to a DA, the input
should be determined by open public and transparent discussion by Council with the community; as
noted above, this I also believe! If I can add, I recently read where at Vancouver Island in Canada the
Chinese offered the Indian residents who control the First Nation Lands everything but gave nothing
and wanted exclusive use of imported Chinese labour for the project. I can detect a pattern here
and all Councils in Australia should be alerted to these tactics. It appears that what the Chinese did
in Canada and what they are doing here i.e. changing detail as time proceeds and pressing for
changed and accepted procedural standards, has similarities. Eventually the situation at Vancouver
Island came to the point where the Chinese started to dictate terms to the local Land Council
authority in the belief that they had “sucked” the people in to the enormity of the deal. It seems
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that the Chinese proponent’s motive was to change the status quo to that which they wanted, in
other words they asserted Chinese authoritarianism. Such was the ensuing diabolic situation that
the Indian Land Council ended up telling the Chinese to “bugger off”. Something to think about!
Nevertheless, there are many of the same thinking people who believe that you should be
demanding transparent debate; not seemingly trying to smother it, something to think about mate!
My guess is that as is the case with the ruthless operatives who are organising the present
illegal boat arrivals (people smugglers) that the proponents are urging for an early DA approval to
possibly beat any changes in immigration laws that Abbott might legislate.
11) From what I understand there is no mention made of who will construct the project in
either the MOU or the Draft Agreement.
Will Wuai employ Chinese contractors and workers to construct the project?
12) From what I understand, no mention is made of who ACA is and what their ‘partnering’
with the Wuai Group consists of.
Regarding ACA, who are the principals and others’? Who are the proprietors of ACA? Who
are the silent partners’ of ACA? What does ACA’s ‘partnering’ (collaboration) with Wuai
include?
13) I would imagine that Council and the Department of Fair Trading would not wish to
become involved in preventing wholesale trade becoming retail trading.
Who will police the intended wholesale trade to prevent it from becoming retailing trade?
14) The manner in which the project has been presented in my experience would not receive
trade union sanction, I am sure they will have some thoughts about what is planned; I
foresee problems.
Has any representation been made to the respective trade unions, if not I believe there
should be?
15) Mate, our schools could not cope nor our hospitals nor our CBD roads, nor our water, gas
and electricity supply, all will be heavily taxed. Presently, Wagga has summer time water
restrictions and many areas are currently suffering loss of pressure due to increased
demand. Should the proposal go ahead I can only see this problem getting worse.
Is the proponent prepared to chip in to help with the massive infrastructure costs that, at
this point in time, will have to be borne by the ratepayers?
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THOUGHTS AND CONCERNS
Firstly, after talking to you and discussing the letter in your possession and on thinking more about
what you have additionally told me on the phone during our conversation on the evening of the 5th
inst. should you continue to promote and support this project I am very concerned for your future
role as the Member for Wagga Wagga. In previous discussions, I have suggested to you that you
subtly withdraw your support for this project as I see it having a real damaging effect on your
political career. Likewise, I believe when the full facts emerge that it could even place your
endorsement for the next election in jeopardy. Mate, get out of this as quick as you can. It seems to
me that there has been little or no real business and market potential planning or even a cost
benefit analysis having been conducted and therefore I am led to believe that it is an ill-conceived
visa fraud of major proportions! I would also argue that should anyone agree to the project it is to
enhance his or her own personal interests and not that of the city.
It seems to me that ACA have given the letter writer under discussion the changed details
under instructions or in accordance with the knowledge and/or the instructions of the Wuai Group.
To my way of thinking, what is now being proposed with regard to your assertion regarding the
waving of the DA fee and the land purchase fee in exchange for the proposed Entertainment Centre
being given to the citizens of Wagga is a total perversion of the DA and land sale process required
under law! There is no way that this manner of payment for the DA application process and the sale
of the land by the proponent, rather than by what is the norm, should be dependent upon the
success of the application. I see this as dictating terms to suit their proponent’s own needs, if
Council somehow agrees to ACA’s suggested DA and land sale payment process, it would set an
unfortunate precedent and tone for all future negotiations and DA applications Council land sales
outside this venture. What is more, especially the future activities of the proponent if, per chance,
the DA were to be offered to the proponent.

what
I have drawn your attention regarding the land and DA exchange for the supposed Entertainment
Centre is but one example. This being so, I forecast that by only wishing to proceed with a $40M
project (I presume that this is the cost of developing Trade Centre Complex) that constructing this
building will allow for an

and that from this

the proponents

will on their way to making their fortune. That should the proponents supposedly commit to the
remainder of the project in ‘parcels’, over time, which I very much doubt will happen; that each time
an additional project comes online they will attempt to change the status-quo once again for each
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DA application. However, should the Trade Complex fail, I believe it will, no further development
will take place. The

will have occurred,

Moreover, the council, together with the ratepayers, will not get their Entertainment Centre
and will be very much out of pocket by not receiving any DA fee and the huge infrastructure cost
that will have additionally occurred.
In conclusion,
Even though I have spent the past 20 years of my life researching the Chinese psyche and
have attained a doctoral degree along the way, plus, as you know, have published work on this
subject, I am still learning about the Chinese character and believe I will never fully understand it.
Besides, there are numerous recorded and reported incidents where Chinese business people have
either reneged on a contract or disputed agreed contractual terms. I personally have been a victim
of such an episode.
Daryl, in writing this report to you I do so having in mind my concern for your future political
life, please be wary, I believe you have been duped, time will tell, but please do not dismiss what I
have told you in this script, think carefully about your commitment!
Furthermore, I know of a number of Wagga families who have openly stated that if this
project comes off they are going to move from Wagga, I sympathise with them and probably will join
them! This project is not a DA issue, it is a national foreign affairs and an immigration issue as well
as an issue for the Foreign Investment Review Board (FIRB) and a matter for the widest possible
immediate discussion not deals held behind closed doors or commercial in-confidence restrictions.
Please, please, think carefully about my concerns and your participation in the project I truly see
problems for you if you don’t desist.
Sincerely, your friend.
Tucky,
Deputy Dog.
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RE: Re
From:
To:
Date:

Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
@bigpond.com>
Bob Tuck
Thu, 20 Feb 2014 10:55:57 +1100

Gday Tucky , nothing would surprise me , there is treachery and deception everywhere . I am not really interested in their crap !!
From: Bob Tuck [mailto: @bigpond.com]
Sent: Wednesday, 19 February 2014 7:10 PM
To: Daryl Maguire
Cc: Daryl Maguire
Subject: Re

Last week, during a confidential discussion from a very high profile person in the Wagga Wagga community, I was told some very
important and disturbing information that could have a marked effect on your future direction as our political representative.
Accordingly, it is imperative that we talk. I might add that I have laboured over whether or not to tell you what I have been told as I
feel that you may or may not respect what I have to say. I suspect that I am being used as the “messenger” by your friends.
If you are interested in what I have been told I do not want to discuss the matter in your office. I would prefer elsewhere. It is in your
best interests that we meet and you hear what I have to say, please don’t fob me off. YOUR CALL!
Tucky
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Re
From:
To:
Date:

@bigpond.com>
Robert Tuck
Daryl Maguire <
Sat, 14 Jul 2018 15:53:54 +1000

Mate, I wouldn’t not take much notice of what the DA says we know they are a bunch of lefties
and will now
both in
Council and beyond.
I have read this morning’s Telegraph and am disappointed with the headlines. Little use
is made of the fact that the so-called deal did not come off. But one has to ask where to from
now.
To answer that question I am really hoping you stick with it and fight back, my reason for saying
this is that over the years you have done a lot of positive and excellent things for your
constituents and for Wagga and the outlying towns and communities, this is common knowledge
the list is too long for me to enumerate in this note. But I see your role as “work in progress”.
In your fight back I think you should point out to “whoever” that there are many
professional people such as doctors, solicitors, barristers etc. who still practice their profession
and receive an income while so doing whilst also being a politician. Why can’t you, as a business
entrepreneur still become involved in seeking a business opportunity for your electorate and at
the same time for your State and as a spin-off, should one come along, you not ask for a
remuneration. I don’t know but may be the subject deal was first proposed for Wagga and it was
found that it was too big hence you seeking an alternative opportunity in Sydney.
Listening to the tape on TV it is damaging but I do not see corruption. In the past with the
Wuhai affair you once told me that Barry O. approved and fostered you going to China to seek
projects and also that he didn’t mind you seeking a remuneration for doing so. I have no idea if
subsequent Premiers have gone along with this concept but you should, if you see fit, foster this
point among certain and select people.
More now to the point considering you will stand at the next election and even if you do
not, you should now make as a priority the new school for Estella to commence work prior to and
well before March you must claim it as your project. Next you must give assurances that the car
parking at the Base hospital will be completed by March. Next, you must give some kind of a
positive indication that the Northern Lake Project will proceed in the immediate future. These are
my initial thoughts for Wagga. For the outlying towns and areas I am not sure what is hot on the
agenda in these areas but you must now give some assurances to the populace in each that
something is going to happen and ideally before the election. There are probably issues on the
agenda that you have not made public yet ideally you should now bring them forth before the
“Labs” cotton on to them and adopt them as their project(s). If Joe was around he would want
you to give some assurances to water replenishment at Lake Albert, this was his pet project as
you know, you should keep this project as a priority.
It is now 3.39pm Saturday I have just had a “robo” phone call from “Constituency Management
Services” no doubt a Labor stooge, asking me questions. Briefly the questions were
1. If I was aware of the situation.
2. Would I vote for you
3. Should you resign
4. Would I vote Liberal
5. Should the Libs totally withdraw from the forthcoming election ( There may have been
one more, you know how I voted)
It was one of those press 1 or 2 responses, you could not talk to the operator. The
have
started already! We cannot have a
who is supposed to be a phycologist
as a local member. He needs to see a phycologist.
Mate, you have erred but you have not committed a crime. You have not been corrupt, I
should know I wrote a bloody book on it and received a doctorate in due course, you have
succumb to “suggestion” of greed, which unfortunately is a human error. Stand Tall, you will
survive.
Tucky
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Re My Thoughts
From:
To:
Date:

@bigpond.com>
Robert Tuck
Daryl Maguire
Mon, 16 Jul 2018 16:00:30 +1000

I know you have a lot on your plate at the moment, hence not responding to my previous notes, I
understand that. But my thoughts as of today are as follows.
Firstly, you MUST hold in there. All the
and want-to-be’s are having their say
and will continue to do so, unfortunately no champion seemingly for you has come out swinging.
My guess is that the DA won’t publish any letters of support even if they did, it would be part of
. I guess under the circumstances that will take
a lot of guts to do but be assured from the phone calls I am getting and from my visitors you do
have support.
In a previous email I told you of a strategy, you must follow this in time. But for now
hang in there! You have not broken the law, there was not even a potential to do so, you are not
corrupt but ethically you would have been wrong.
It seems as if the Labs and the Nats want your seat. I see you going to the next election
as an Independent but willing to give your votes to the Libs if unsuccessful and vice-versa. This
will keep the Labs and Nets out. You will suffer a loss from your 27% margin but it is a pretty
good lead to have. One mustn’t forget that. Being Independent in itself in one way is a good
thing. Both Liberal and Labor are on the nose at the moment thanks to Turnbull and Shorten;
being an Independent with liberal views, in some ways, is, therefore, a plus, it will really give the
people who want a break from the traditional some satisfaction.
If you are thinking of resigning don’t think for one moment that you will get support
from the Chinese, they will drop you like a hot rock. They will see that you will have no influence
(guanxi) you will be on your own, don’t think for one moment that they will come to your rescue,
they won’t.
That’s about it for now mate. Keep up you spirits.
Tucky
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INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION

5

RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN SENIOR INVESTIGATOR PAUL
GRAINGER, INVESTIGATOR CAROL WONG, AND TONY TURNER AT THE
OFFICES OF THE INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION IN
SYDNEY ON 8TH NOVEMBER, 2018.
TIME:

1:44 PM

PRESENT:

PAUL GRAINGER
CAROL WONG
TONY TURNER

GRAINGER:

This is an electronic record of interview between Paul Grainger and
Mr Tony Turner being conducted at the offices of the ICAC in 255
Elizabeth Street, Sydney. And the time is now 1:44PM on the 8th of
November, 2018. Other than myself there are two other people
present and for voice identification I’ll ask each person to state their
name starting with you Tony.

TURNER:

Tony Turner.

GRAINGER:

Carol?

WONG:

Carol Wong.

GRAINGER:

Thank you Tony. Tony, have you given consent to have your voice
recorded today?

TURNER:

Yes I have.

GRAINGER:

Tony, the Commission known as the ICAC, is conducting an
investigation into allegations that since 2012 Mr Daryl Maguire, the
former member for Wagga Wagga, engaged in conduct involved the
breach of public trust by using his public office including his duties
as the member of the New South Wales Parliament and the use of
Parliamentary resources to improperly gain a benefit for himself, a
company by the name of Gateway International and any other
associated persons. Do you understand that?

TURNER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Some things I’ll formalise that I told you before we started recording
this. I need to advise you that pursuant to the Independent
Commission Against Corruption Act, it is an offence to deliberately
provide false or misleading information to an officer of the
Commission exercising their functions under the Act. Any
information you provide in this interview must be true and correct to
the best of your knowledge and belief. Do you understand that?

TURNER:

Yes.
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GRAINGER:

This is a totally voluntary interview. You are under no obligation to
say or do anything, as anything you say or do will be recorded and
may be used in evidence. Do you understand that?

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And do you agree that I explained to you the evidence encompasses
bot - both the Commission’s investigation and prosecution that may
arise from that or a dissemination to another party?

TURNER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So everything you tell us today has to be the truth, to the best
of your knowledge and belief.

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Tony, can I have your full name please?

TURNER:

It’s Anthony Shane Turner.

GRAINGER:

Your date of birth?

10

15

TURNER:
GRAINGER:

Your current residential address?

TURNER:

20

25

GRAINGER:

And how do you spell both of those?

TURNER:

(Spells)

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TURNER:

-

GRAINGER:

And that’s, it’s located near Jervis Bay is it?

TURNER:

Near Bateman’s Bay.

GRAINGER:

Bate, Bate –

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay, thank you. And your best contact number?

TURNER:

It’s currently

GRAINGER:

Okay. So Tony you hold the position currently for a short time
longer as the CEO of the Australian Clay Target Association, is that
correct?

TURNER:

That’s correct, yes.

GRAINGER:

Tells us about how long you’ve been working for the ACTA?

TURNER:

I’ve had two stints at the ACTA. I started in 2009 and worked there
for two years. I left the organisation for personal reasons, some
family issues, and this job involves quite a deal of travel so – I had
to get my family issues in - in - in order first, and in – I had three
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years with PCYC following that in - in Wagga. In 2013 I was asked
to go back to the ACTA. They had a World Championship event
coming up and also, in order to run that, they were keen to secure
funding for a new building. So as part of the – part of me going back
that was the brief that I was given, that I was to – to be in charge of
setting up the World Championship and making sure that everything
worked in, for that, over a five year period, and that I would do
everything possible to secure funding for the building of a new
clubhouse.

5

10

GRAINGER:

Okay, so prior to your first stint at the ACTA, what did you do
before that?

TURNER:

I’ve had a few jobs. Before that I was working with Sport and
Recreation for twelve months on contract, and prior to that I had
three years with the Wagga City Golf Club as Manager of the Golf
Club, and seven years prior to that, or for seven years prior to that I
was the Executive Director of the Regional Academy of Sport in
Wagga as well.

GRAINGER:

Okay so were you - you’ve been a Wagga person all your life?

TURNER:

Ah no ah forty years feels like all of it, but ah yeah, no been there
since 1984.

GRAINGER:

Okay alright. Now, your position in the ACTA, what does the CEO
actually do?

TURNER:

Well it’s pretty much everything. I – I run National Championships.
So we run four individual National Championships per year and that
involves different disciplines. So we – we shoot different varieties
of shot gun shooting. We – we look after things at the national level,
so ah, I’m involved in the organisation and processing of State, ah,
national teams that actually travel overseas and ah and compete over
there. And we are the national body, so ev - every person who
shoots ah, a particular brand of shooting, is a member of the
Australian Clay Target Association. So we have a fourteen and a
half thousand dollar member – a fourteen and a half thousand
member base that we look after as well. And then we have a full
national ground, where we’re developing a national ground. The –
the powers that be bought into Wagga in 1997 and – and built a
national office there and now we’re, over that period of time, we’ve
started building a national ground.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

So that national ground’s gone from five - five traps on the ground to
twenty for our major discipline, which is trap shooting or – or down
the line. And over that period of time we’ve done all of that without
any government funding at all. So, we – we’re not funded by the
Federal Government nor any other Government. We are totally
autonomous and – and do our own thing.
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GRAINGER:

Okay. With – what - what’s - you’re the CEO. Is there another
management structure within the ACTA?

TURNER:

There’s a Board of Directors or Board of Management that consists
of two people from each State. And out of that two - those two
people from each State, fourteen members, they select a President
and then that State replaces that member on the – on the Executive
with another member.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

Out of that we have a – a Board of Directors or an Executive Subcommittee, whichever which way they want to put it these days.
And that consists of the Treasurer, the President, two Vice Presidents
and one other elected member.

GRAINGER:

Okay, so who are the holders of those offices currently?

TURNER:

Robert Nugent is the President.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

Malcolm Dyson is the Vice President. We have a new Vice
President now in Gary Read, who was elected in August. We have
Bronte Evans and Alan Styles.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So organisationally does the – is the decision making process
through the Executive Sub-committee or through the full Board?

TURNER:

The full - the full Executive make the full decisions –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

Yeah. Where the Executive Sub-committee meet on a regular basis
and put recommendations to the full Executive, and then the
Executive - the full Executive will approve those or disapprove
them.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And how often do those meetings occur?

TURNER:

Basically they’re two months apart for the Executive Sub-committee
and the full Committee meet three times a year as a minimum.

GRAINGER:

With the - you said they - the ACTA bought into Wagga in 1999, is
that right?

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, is it the current location in Copland Street is it?

TURNER:

Yes – yeah it’s 308.

GRAINGER:

Okay, so what - what did they actually buy, what size land?

TURNER:

Off the top of my head I – I really couldn’t tell you that. It’ll be I – I
would say it would be one and a half hectares, something along that
line. That’s the national office, and then they took over the lease of
a - of the ground behind them which was leased by the Wagga Gun
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Club and that lease was then converted in 2010-11, when I – I done
most of the work when I was there in 2010 for the purchase of that
land.

5

GRAINGER:

Mm.

TURNER:

So we - we’re still paying that back to Wagga City Council at a rate
of thirty thousand a year over ten years, and we paid a hundred
thousand dollars up front for the four hundred thousand dollar
(INAUDIBLE) -

GRAINGER:

So the land was originally owned by the Council and leased to the
Gun Club, is that the situation?

TURNER:

Yes. Yep then we took over the lease -

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

- and then we purchased -

GRAINGER:

Purchased.

TURNER:

- that land as well. So we own 308 Copland and 72 to 76, I think it
is -

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

- Tasman Road. So the entrance was off there.

GRAINGER:

Now you said there was a decis – decision to build a new clubhouse
and you were sort of brought back to do that?

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Tell us about that.

TURNER:

Look we – we - we initially started putting submissions in for that in
2009. I put a submission in 2009-2010 to the New South Wales
Government for funding -

GRAINGER:

What did you want to build at that point?

TURNER:

We were looking at a – a club – a new clubhouse. The clubhouse we
have, as you can imagine was owned by the – the local club prior to
us taking it over and it – and it seats around about a hundred people.
Our national event currently we have thirteen to fifteen hundred
people on the ground, so it’s a bit of an embarrassment. So that was
the job that I was, that we started in 2009-10. When I come back in
2013 that was one of the major projects that I was, that I was given
to run with.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So what - what – when you came back –

TURNER:

Yep.

TURNER:

- what were you looking to build then?

TURNER:

Well we were allo – I was allocated 1.2 million dollars by the
ACTA.
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GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

And they said we will build a function centre or a new clubhouse and
it’s up to you to get the rest of the money.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

So there was no defined amount of money. We put in submissions
in 2015-16 and as late as June in 2016 we were – were knocked back
and I th – I can’t even remember what the – I think it might have
been 3.5 million dollars that we applied for.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

When I initially applied for funding in 2009, I believe it was for 1.2
million and I think that’s where the ACTA come up with the idea
that if they get 1.2 million dollars they’ll put in 1.2 million dollars.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

So that was the rational at that stage.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

When I come back we had a number of meetings. We’ve come to
Sydney a couple of times and met with chiefs of staff to try and get
our – our message across that we were looking for some funding and
what it was for. From our point of view we wanted it for a World
Championship so we could present the Championships -

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

- you know, in a light that would be very favourable, and given that
New South Wales was where it was going to be that’s where we
targeted to - to get our funding from.

GRAINGER:

So who were you meeting which – which departments?

TURNER:

Um it’s I, not sure on, it’s a meeting in 2015, I think it was, um I
really can’t tell you. I – I – they would – that would be recorded, but
it was two chief of staffs of – might have been Tourism –

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

- and Sport. So we - we were looking at it from a sport point of
view, but the Government were looking at it from a tourism point of
view.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

So and I – I really can’t recall the names of the – of the people that
we met there with, but there was myself and Robert Nugent and
Daryl Maguire –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

- at that meeting.

GRAINGER:

Alright so we’ll come – we’ll come back to that.
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TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So you said you - you initially started looking for 1.2 million and
you –

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- came back and there was a three point something million sought.

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

At that point in time, did you have an idea what you wanted to build?

TURNER:

Not really. We – we - we didn’t have anything because we had no
money to run with.

GRAINGER:

So how’d you - how’d you come up with the figure of 3.5 million
dollars?

TURNER:

We – well we had a – a concept plan –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

- that was drawn up by a gentleman who Robert Nugent, our
President, knows very well. He’s a draughtsman and he draughted
up a plan and we had a local builder who is a member and who
actually helped us with the project Don Power, he took it to some
builders and said “Look give us a ball park figure, what do you
think?”

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

And we were looking at two storey, because we wanted to build a
trader’s area and two storey. So we looked at, what would it cost us
for what we wanted?

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

TURNER:

If we could get what we wanted, what would it cost?

GRAINGER:

Okay. Well –

TURNER:

Ah -

GRAINGER:

- what – what did you actually want?

TURNER:

Well we wanted a – a – a an auditorium, a clubhouse auditorium,
hall of fame and then underneath that building, we wanted a trader’s
area. So we have traders that come in, they set up marquees and that
type of thing. We wanted it all enclosed under the building so we
could lock it at night, we didn’t have to pay security staff because of
firearms laws and that type of stuff. So we wanted to have an all
enclosed building where we could run our National Championships
and World Championships from and a viewing area.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And the top floor was going to be a –

TURNER:

An auditorium, basically -
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GRAINGER:

An auditorium and office space, I assume for (INAUDIBLE) -

TURNER:

Yeah, we were looking at the whole lot.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So you’re currently in the building at the front, which is an older
building?

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And this is behind is it?

TURNER:

Yes –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

- that’s – yeah directly behind about three hundred meters behind.

GRAINGER:

Alright, okay. So did you get - did you receive – like you’ve said
you’ve engaged a person who’s a member –

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- Don Power.

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

To approach some builders to get costings?

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Did they come back with formal costings?

TURNER:

No.

GRAINGER:

Just rough idea?

TURNER:

Just rough idea. Ballpark, that’s all we were looking for.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

So from – from there – and we’d been working with Daryl Maguire
for over that full period of time. Daryl was supporting our
applications, and I get a phone call, it would have been June, early
June in 2016, and Daryl said to me “Tony, I’ve got Stuart Ayres in
town. You’ve got half an hour to sell him your idea. I’ve got the
Minister, I can’t do anything more for you. Here’s the Minister, you
sell him what you want.” So we - I had a half hour with Stuart Ayres
on the - on the national ground and I explained to Stuart what it was
all about and we intended to do, what we were looking at – at – at
doing. And he come back to me and – he - he was very sympathetic
to what we were looking for, but said really it didn’t fit with what he
was - as the Sports Minister, but he would look into it from a tourism
side of things as well and see what could be done. So, about two
weeks later I received a phone call from the office of Sport, from
John Egan and I know John Egan through working for Sport and
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Recreation for a twelve month period. And John Egan advised me
that we were allocated a forty thousand dollar grant to have a
business case study done to present to the Government.

5

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

So we employed GHD Consultants in Wagga to put that together for
us.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

We provided them with statistical data on our National
Championships over previous years and State Championships, the
events that we run at the - at the ground, and we also provided them
with some information that we received from Council in relation to
conferences and functions that they’d not been able to cater for in
Wagga because we didn’t have a suitably sized venue. So when I
spoke to Stuart Ayres, I talk – we were talking figures of four
hundred people seated for dinner and eight to nine hundred for a
conference, which - which we thought was above what was available
in Wagga currently, but certainly within our means, we thought.
Over a cour - the course of the next six months where there was a –
the – the business case study was completed. It was sent to New
South Wales Infrastructure I believe. Through that - through that
channel and we then received some advice back that it wasn't what
the Minister was looking for, that it wasn't big enough and my - well
we still had 1.2 million dollars that’s what we were allocated by the
ACTA and over those discussions it was well I don’t have any more
money to put in to this. So, I can tell you exactly when it was, I
can’t give you the dates, but it was the Australian Open Golf here
and I was here in Sydney for the Friday and I got a phone call from
the Office of Sport to say “I just want to run through the figures with
you” and I said “Well I’m not in my office, so this is a little bit
difficult, but I - I’ve got in my head pretty much what we talked
about”. And he said “Okay, so you’re gonna build us a building
that’ll seat at least six hundred people for dinner” and I said “Well,
that’s not quite right”. And he said “Let me finish, and then, it’ll
seat a thousand for a conference” and I said “Well, no that’s - that’s
not right either”. And he said “And we’ll give you 5.5 million
dollars” and I said “No, that’s not what we applied for, we applied
for 4.8 million dollars” and he said “The Minister wants it bigger”,
so -

GRAINGER:

Who was this person?

TURNER:

Ah, that I couldn’t tell you off the top of my head either. I believe
they come from (UNINTELLIGIBLE) I - I can’t get - I can’t - I
can’t recall whether it was through the Office of Sport, it may have
been, I’m not – I’m not sure. As I’ve said I was on the golf course at
the time and - and they - and he said “We’ll put all of this in - in
front of the - in front of the Government”, so.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Let’s go back a couple of steps here.
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TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So, you had a scoping study done by GHD?

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And you received a forty thousand dollar grant to do that -

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- from Sport?

TURNER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So when that scoping study was done, what was the
recommendations out of that scoping study? What did you ask for?

TURNER:

(INAUDIBLE) what - what we were looking for is we were looking
for what we were - what we could provide for - for the economy.

GRAINGER:

Hmm.

TURNER:

Basically, what were we gonna bring in to Wagga? So, there – the the business case study showed the events that we run, what - what it
was termed worth through a specific formula that they had and then
what additional business, if we built this convention centre, or if we
built this function centre, what other business did we think that we
could bring? And as I said, it was all hypothetical, that side of
things, but the figures that we gave them were based on the five
years leading into that, as to the events that we run at that ground.

GRAINGER:

Okay, so the brief had changed over the period time what you’ve from what I understand?

TURNER:

Yeah, absolutely.

GRAINGER:

And why did that change occur?

TURNER:

I have no idea.

GRAINGER:

So from the initial concept, which was a - a small function centre -

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- offices for the club and a traders area downstairs -

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- you’ve now gone with the money from Sport, the forty thou –

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- you changed what you’re after then, at that point in time?

TURNER:

Yeah well we were - somebody was - somebody is offering us a lot
of money -

GRAINGER:

Mm.

TURNER:

- to build something that was gonna be beneficial to the community.
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GRAINGER:

Okay so who was offering the money?

TURNER:

Well, it was coming through the Office of Sport. That’s - that’s - I
was dealing with the Office of Sport and then New South Wales
Infrastructure they were the people I was dealing with, so as I said
we applied for a specific amount of money and I believe that was 4.8
million dollars when GHD put the submission in –

GRAINGER:

Yep.

TURNER:

- we were applying for 4.8 million dollars.

GRAINGER:

So the GHD submission was – we’ll build this and then you give us
four hun - 4.8 million?

TURNER:

Yeah we’ve got 1.2 million -

GRAINGER:

(INAUDIBLE)

TURNER:

- to go with it.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And that’ll give us the -

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So at that point in time, did GHD do concept diagrams or -

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- and -

TURNER:

They did -

GRAINGER:

- costings and all that as well?

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

Yeah, so that’s when we come up with, based on what we were
looking for and – and what we could afford, that’s when we come up
with the - the building design that we - we initially put forward.

GRAINGER:

So you mentioned before that you were looking at the economic
benefit to Wagga -

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- as part of that so that changes what the, I suppose, the brief was in
some ways, ‘cause now you’re talking from both, from a - a simple
clubhouse to something to handle what was your needs -

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- to something that was going to be not a, meet your needs, but fulfil
some of the needs of Wagga. Why did that change occur?
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TURNER:

This come back to, w – well I don’t know. We were allocated the
money.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TURNER:

And we were advised that on the 2nd of January. So, then the next the next period of six months is when it changed. We - we then, the
Government then done another business case study from a tourism
point of view, because they weren’t – my understanding is that the
Office of Sport weren’t happy with the money coming out of Sport,
when it was just as much a tourism issue. So they – and I – I rang
Daryl Maguire at - at this stage, when I found out that we had to
have another business case study, which the Government paid for.
And I said “What, what is this all about? You know, are we going to
- we are in a position where we’re gonna lose the money for this,
‘cause we’ve already spent half a million dollars on -

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

- on design and everything else”. And he said “No, it is just a simple
case of where is the money going to come from within a portfolios.
It’s got nothing to do with you, this is an internal”.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

So that’s what - that’s the advice I was given at that stage.

GRAINGER:

So when you said there, it was your understanding, how did you
form that – before you spoke to Daryl, you said it was your
understanding that it was -

TURNER:

Through Sport.

GRAINGER:

Sport. So how did you come to that understanding?

TURNER:

Just because I dealt with Daryl with Stuart Ayers -

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

- in the initial meeting and then the – the - the phone calls and the
discussion I’d had since then, were with the Office of Sport.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

And other than that, it was really scant in detail to be quite honest. I
mean w - I’m sitting there in February and March, April, May
without any signed documents. So, it was -

GRAINGER:

So who - who’s driving this at a government level?

TURNER:

Very difficult to say. I was told that it was signed off and done. I
was – an announcement was made that we’d been given the - the 5.5
million dollars, and I received nothing else after that. But about May
or June, I think New South Wales Infrastructure became involved
and I started to – to get contact through them.
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GRAINGER:

So whilst you’re doing - so we’re - you’re dealing with - after
meeting Stuart Ayers, you’re -

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- you have the first scoping study and you received money to do that.

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And you mentioned before that you were – you formed a view,
through your dealings with Sport, that it needed to change, the brief
had to change and the second scoping study.

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So, other than phone calls were you having email correspondence
with someone backwards and forwards about this?

TURNER:

Not in relation to these things. No. I – I - I can assure you I was – at
wits end some times, because I was getting nothing. I was – the just
– and I – I spoke to Daryl a number of times regarding the lack of
information coming through from – from the Government. I - I’m j
– I - we’ve committed over half a million dollars and I had an
Executive and a Board who were saying to me “Tony we’re now at a
position where we’re not putting any more money in, we’ve got no
more to put in until the Government provide us with the money”.
We – we – we didn’t even know how the money was going to be
allocated at that stage. My understanding was, I’ve been involved
with grants before, but the grant money would be paid in to an
account for us to use. Well that’s not how it operated at all and it
was a completely different system to how I thought it would work.

GRAINGER:

Well we’ll come, how – how the payments were made
(INAUDIBLE) – so -

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

I’m just trying to get this clear in my head. Then, you received a
phone call when you were here for the Australian Open –

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- and you don’t recall who the person was from.

TURNER:

No.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall what department?

TURNER:

I’m not sure. I – I yeah it might have been the Office of Sport, but
I’m not sure.

GRAINGER:

At this point in time did you form a view about whether it was being
marketed as a sport complex or a tourism complex?

TURNER:

My understanding was that it was sport. The – the - the idea of
doing a – a business case study based on the economic benefits,
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tourism wise, I don’t think that was done until about April/May,
March or April the next year.

5

GRAINGER:

Of 2017?

TURNER:

Seventeen.

GRAINGER:

And that was prior to being given the five point odd million dollars.

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Is that right – yeah. URNER:
Yeah. So we were, I was in a
position where we were not going to sign any contracts with a
builder until we knew we had the money. And then I was – I was
advised by Julie Paton, I think it is, at New South Wales
Infrastructure, as to how this would work is that - that we would
provide - and we provided a whole heap of documents for them in
relation to the tendering process, all of those documents were done
by GHD and provided in February/March of – of that, 2017. So all
of that was provided to them. We went to them in two thousand and
– in I think it was the - early August and said we want - we need to
sign a builder. If we’re gonna get this thing done by 17th of March
next year, we need to sign a - we need to get this builder on the - on
the - on the place, so how’s this going to work? And then they sent
me all the documentation probably within that week. We signed off
on all of that, provided all the detail that was required and then they
said to us “You would, on a monthly basis, the builder will provide
you with your - with his account. You will provide us with that
account and any accounts you have, and we’ll pay”, I think it was,
“82.5% of that account and you pay the other, which is your
contribution”. And that’s how it worked over the six month period.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

Six/seven month period.

GRAINGER:

So, just - just go back a step again ‘cause I’m a little bit -

TURNER:

Sorry I’m getting ahead of myself probably, but -

GRAINGER:

That’s alright. Just go back a little bit. You received a phone call
from this person who we don’t know what department he’s from and
he’s basically told you that your proposal wasn't big enough, the
Minister wants it bigger and we’re going to give you money to make
it bigger.

TURNER:

That’s correct.

GRAINGER:

So, with that information, the scoping study you had done or had –
had previously done was no longer valid because you had to spend
now more money.

TURNER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So what did you do about that? How did you go about that?
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TURNER:

Well, it – it - from our point of view we hadn’t drawn - we hadn’t
drawn a plan. All we’d had is concept designs done. We hadn’t
drawn a plan. We agreed that if we were gonna go down this track
then we couldn’t build it, we couldn’t put the office space on it that
we were gonna put on. So, the we had plans for six offices within
the –within the building, so we shortened that off, we took things
out. We went and then met with GHD and I (UNINTELLIGIBLE)
the architects that we used and we met with them in January, after
the announcement that we had the funding and we sat down and
went “Righto, we’ve got 6.7 million dollars tell us what we can
build. This is – this is what we need. It’s gotta seat six fifty for
dinner and it’s gotta seat twelve hundred, it’s gotta have a bar, it’s
gotta have a kitchen, it’s, you know, it’s gotta be set up”. And they
come back with some designs and we, look, we - and I think, they
were telling us this is, you know, we’re talking eight million dollars
here, 8.2 - 8.3 million dollars. So we’re sorry, we’ve only got 6.5,
that’s all, 6.7, that’s what we can spend.

GRAINGER:

So you said then that you had to remove things that you actually
originally wanted -

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- and - so you could meet what the Minister, who was giving the
money you wanted. Is that -

TURNER:

Not necessarily. The Minister – we - we - we talked about the
concept overall of what it would – we - we thought we would – why
would we have a set of offices over here if we could build a whole
new centre and have offices based over there on the ground it would
be beneficial for us.

GRAINGER:

So you’re talking about your current offices as well on -

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- Copeland street?

TURNER:

Yeah. And we could offload them.

GRAINGER:

Yes, okay.

TURNER:

And that would get us some of the funding back –

GRAINGER:

Yep.

TURNER:

- that we’d already spent. At the end of the day, when we sat down
with both GHD and – and (UNINTELLIGIBLE) the architects and
the engineers and - and went through all of this, there – there was no
way possible that we could build that, and they said well why would
you bother building that when you’ve already got it. Yeah, so that’s
more money you can spend on your building if you take that out and
leave what you’ve already got. So, from that point of view, it made
sense to us that we needed to fit in with the requirements that we
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were given, that it has to be this big and it has to fit a need, otherwise
maybe the funding wouldn’t be available.
GRAINGER:

Okay, so I’m - I’m confused. I’m just a bit, I suppose surprised
‘cause from what you’ve said, and please correct me if I’m wrong,
your initial plans were for ‘x’ with a - this (UNINTELLIGABLE)
enclosable area underneath in your offices and move them -

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- to one big building and everyone’s happy. Now you’ve gone from
– from that to something where you’ve given, been given more
money, you have to seat more people, but your offices aren’t in it.

TURNER:

That’s correct.

GRAINGER:

So that really wasn’t the original purpose of what the request was.

TURNER:

Well the – the original request was for a new clubhouse –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TURNER:

- that – that - what was in that clubhouse was - was always, you
know, we – we talked about it, but there was nothing in writing. We
– we never put a submission in that said we’re gonna want eight
offices, two auditoriums or anything else that – that was not –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

- that’s not what we’d done, that’s not how we went about it.

GRAINGER:

So the person who you spoke to, when they put these criteria to you,
did they tell you why?

TURNER:

No. Well, yes, because this is, Wagga has a need for a conference
centre, it has need, it had – had a – had a need for thirty years that
I’ve been in Wagga. I – and I know that for a fact. They’ve always
talked about building a convention centre, having a convention
centre, being able to generate more functions in the town. This was
to fit a need. That’s what it was - that’s what I was told. You - if
you build it bigger, it’s a niche market, it’s something that Wagga
doesn’t have, something that the government will support.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

So if it was going to be something at four hundred seating, then there
are other venues in town that can cater for that. So, what it was all
about was driving more people into Wagga, “a” through our sport
and then “b” through - through functions and conventions.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So when you were told that -

TURNER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

- by whoever this person was, did you speak to Mr Maguire about it?

TURNER:

No, I spoke to - to our President, Robert Nugent. We went
immediately back - I went immediately back to him and said look
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this is the situation and he said well we will - we’ll - we’d have to
have a look at that with the engineers and - and how this is all going
to work, and the architects and - and get a - get a price. Not that easy
to do when you don’t have anything other than the concept that we
had. And so, putting it up on a second floor was always going to be
more expensive than having it down low. There was an engineering
issues that we had, ‘cause it’s on a flood plain. So there was a – a –
a range of things, but we looked at it that if we were going to get 5.5
million dollars, which was more than what we were looking at
getting in the first place, then we had to make it bigger, could we
make that work? And so that’s when we sat about designing it and
taking out the offices and putting them elsewhere and – and just
putting this into the function component of it.

5
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GRAINGER:

So what’s on the bottom floor of the building?

TURNER:

There is no bottom floor, it’s a one - it’s just a one floor building.

GRAINGER:

Oh, okay.

TURNER:

Yeah it had to be redesigned. We – we - there were too many
engineering issues because of it being on a flood plain and not being
able to enclose the bottom floor, should there be a - be a flood. So
the idea was that we’d built it up around about one point, I think it
was 1.5 metres, which is about two hundred mil above the hundred
year flood level. So, by putting it on the ground it was much cheaper
and much more, it was easier to get us - to get it passed. It would
have been, from an engineering point of view and from a council
point of view, it would probably would have taken us a lot longer.
We just didn’t have the time. We were -

GRAINGER:

Because you needed it for .this Australian -

TURNER:

Yeah. We were starting -

GRAINGER:

- World Championship.

30

TURNER:

Yeah. We were really running short of time and people told us from
day one when we announced it on the 2nd of January that we’d never
get it finished in time. So there were things that we done, I guess,
we didn’t report back to the Government, we didn’t provide them
with any plans, any, we gave them nothing up until about June.

35

GRAINGER:

Okay. And when did you have this conversation when - when’s the
Australian Open, when’s that run?

TURNER:

Oh it was in November.

GRAINGER:

November.

TURNER:

November 27.

GRAINGER:

So between November ’16 and June ’17, you had no further
correspondence with the Government at all, nothing?

TURNER:

No.
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GRAINGER:

So some person said “We’re going to give you five point whatever
million dollars” and there’s nothing to follow that, whatsoever.

TURNER:

[CHUCKLING] tell me, I – I can assure you I was - I was sweating
bricks and so was our Executive, because I – I, you know, I - I spoke
to Daryl a couple of times. Sorry I – I, not meaning government
departments, I had nothing to do. I spoke to Daryl a couple of times,
going “What’s going on? I need some, I need something in writing.
I need some of this stuff done” and I think it was June before I got
things through from Infrastructure New South Wales.

GRAINGER:

So what was Daryl saying to you?

TURNER:

Daryl was saying it’s right. It’s – it’s been passed, you just keep
going. It’s all been, it’s all been approved, everything’s fine.

GRAINGER:

Did he give you some sort of letter or something saying that -

TURNER:

No.

GRAINGER:

- or was it all verbal assurances?

TURNER:

No. No. Mind you, I’d known Daryl for a long time. I’ve known
Daryl for twenty five years.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

And I’ve worked with Daryl on numerous projects and things in - in
Wagga, and I’ve never doubted him and he’s never let me down.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

So I had no reason to do that, I just couldn’t understand why – my
understanding is that he’s not the mover and shaker, he’s - he’s a
Parliamentarian. These people have gotta are gonna make this work.
This Government Department has to make this work, not him. And
so, when I did get in contact – well when New South Wales
Infrastructure got in contact with me, they gave me a list a mile long
of things that they wanted and things that I could have lost my hair
over, if I had any. But, at the end of the day, GHD hadn’t done that
because they had done so many projects for Government in the past,
that they had all of that documentation done. So, from my point of
view, it was a matter of copying it into – to an email and sending it
New South Wales Infrastructure.

GRAINGER:

So with – with this - you had GHD involved. What role did they
take after it was, you received the monies, you - you’d been told, you
said that, you’d received from the Department a list of criteria, things
you wanted?

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And GHD provided that?

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So, did they take any further part after that?
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TURNER:

No.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So once - once that’s been provided, they’re out of the
picture?

TURNER:

No that - right through to the tender process.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

They went through the, yep, once the tender process was over -

GRAINGER:

Alright so -

TURNER:

- they were finished.

GRAINGER:

- tell us about the tender process, what happened there?

TURNER:

Well, we had numerous tenders, it’s because of the short timeframe
they went to preferred tenders, so builders that - they didn’t make it
an open tender, they went to invited tenders.

GRAINGER:

And who were the invited tenderers?

TURNER:

I think there was eight. There was Zauner, Joss, the builder himself
Pascoe Constructions, there was – oh look, off the top of my head,
it’s been - it’s been a while since I’ve been down that track. But
there was - there was - I’m - I’m sure there was eight.

GRAINGER:

Well who made the decision to approach these eight people, who how were they picked?

TURNER:

GHD.

GRAINGER:

They picked them, did they?

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So they – all Wagga builders?

TURNER:

No. No, they were from Albury, Canberra and Wagga.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So did GHD provide you with a shortlist of people or ?

TURNER:

They did, yep.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And they – they were the eight, were they?

TURNER:

No. No, we - we only had a shortlist of three.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So, where did the eight come from. From GHD?

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Okay, so how’d you then go from eight to three?

TURNER:

Well, we - we were provided with all the tender documents and their
recommendation.
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GRAINGER:

Okay so GHD’s given you all that documentation -

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- stuff.

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay. What’s - and of the three, who was recommended?

TURNER:

They recommended Joss.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So why’d you go with Pascoe?

TURNER:

We had a meeting with Joss and it was still, the – the – both of the –
the prices were still above what we – what we could pay. We had a
meeting with Joss and the attitude of Joss was that, what we will do,
it’s what they would do, what they can do, what they won’t do, what
they will do. They didn’t really ask anything about what we wanted.
So they didn’t come to the party at all as far as providing us with,
what we would say is meaningful work - work relations. They were
going to - they were very adamant in what they would and wouldn’t
do.

GRAINGER:

So – and Joss are, where are they based?

TURNER:

Albury.

GRAINGER:

Albury, are they?

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

That’s Joss Constructions.

TURNER:

Joss Constructions.

GRAINGER:

(Spells) J-O-S?

TURNER:

(Spells) J-O-S-S.

GRAINGER:

Double “S”, okay. So, you then - you weren't happy - I’m assuming
you weren't happy with that situation, or?

TURNER:

No.

GRAINGER:

So -

TURNER:

No.

GRAINGER:

So, you said they met - you met with Joss. Who’s “we”?

TURNER:

Myself and Don Power. So, Don is a builder. He was part of the
National Executive back in 2015. No longer on the National
Executive but he’s a builder, he owns a - a firearms dealership in - in
Wagga and so he’s no longer a builder, but he’s been a builder in,
back in his, and he still holds a builder’s licence. So we had him
involved in the Committee it was actually looking at the building and
– and putting the building together. So there was our President,
Robert Nugent, and then we had consultant, Terry Moroni. Terry
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Moroni’s a director at Stratco. And then there was Don Power and
myself on that Committee.

5

GRAINGER:

Are all these people members of the Club?

TURNER:

Members of the Association.

GRAINGER:

Association, oh okay.

TURNER:

Yeah – yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, Mr Power -

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- is no longer a builder, he holds a builder’s licence still. How long
has he not been a builder for?

TURNER:

Oh, it has to be ten or fifteen years I would imagine.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

The reason we use Don, mainly because he was a builder, but
certainly he knew a lot of – a lot about building and he knew a lot of
builders around the place. He knew a lot of contractors and that sort
of stuff as well.

GRAINGER:

Did you discuss this with GHD?

TURNER:

Don’s involvement?

GRAINGER:

Well, no the – the - the response from Joss, considering they were
one of the -

TURNER:

Yeah -

GRAINGER:

- people that were -

TURNER:

- absolutely, yep. They were at - they were at the meeting that we
were at.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

And then I spoke - we spoke to them after Joss left and we looked at
- we bought in, through Don, a list of things that we thought could be
done better or about a – or by you changing materials, doing things
cheaper, being – and getting a better result for our money, and they
really didn’t want to know about that. So, our point was, we went
back to GHD and said “Well, we want you to go to the three, to the
other two tenderers and say these are the changes that we think we
can implement and get a better price”.

GRAINGER:

And what were those changes?

TURNER:

Oh, I can’t tell you off the top of my head. There’s - there’s a
difference in portable - moveable walls. So, there’s – there was four
hundred and sixty thousand dollars in removable walls and the price
came down considerably from that by - just by changing who made
them and where we got them from. So, there was t - panel walls that
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we used instead of an EPS based type building material. So there
was all of these things that we put back that were - that Joss didn’t
accept, so we got GHD to send them out to the other two tenderers.
What we got back then is - is what we decided to - to continue with.
5

GRAINGER:

So the other two tenderers provided information back?

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And how was Mr Pascoe picked?

TURNER:

Again, we looked at the price, and he was round - around what we
thought we could - we could pay. He came out at about - he came at
6.119 million dollars and we talked to him about – well we - we sat
down with him, we – the same that we’d done with Joss and then we
– when we decided that Kerry Pascoe was our preferred person. We
sat down with Kerry and said “Righto, let’s go through all of this and
what do you think? What can you do?” We went through all of the
changes that we’d put forward and his – his basic demeanour was, I
will do anything I can to make this work, I will help you, I will work
with you and – and his - his demeanour and Joss’s were completely
the opposite.

GRAINGER:

Well what about the third tenderer?

TURNER:

Well they didn’t measure up on the - on the - from a price point of
view on the – on the changes, they didn’t come in anywhere near
what Kerry came in at.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Do you remember the name of the third tenderer?

TURNER:

Look, it could be Zauner, I’m not quite sure.

GRAINGER:

I’m sure GHD would still have a (INAUDIBLE) -

TURNER:

Oh yeah, for sure. Well, New South Wales Infrastructure would
have it.

GRAINGER:

Ehm, okay.

TURNER:

But we looked at, from a Committee point of view was, who was
going to help us and who was going to get this building done for us.
Joss didn’t even, well it didn’t – they did – they were not confident
they’d get it - they would get the building done.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

So that was another issue that we had with them.

GRAINGER:

Is Mr Pascoe a member of the Association?

TURNER:

No.

GRAINGER:

No?

TURNER:

No.
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GRAINGER:

Okay. So was there a probity order or someone instigated the
project, to look at all this process you have?

TURNER:

No.

GRAINGER:

So who ful – who - who did that role?

TURNER:

As in?

GRAINGER:

As in, you – you had said you met with - with the - this people with
Mr, I forgot his name, Arnold was it, no. Don -

TURNER:

Power?

GRAINGER:

Power.

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And wh - Don’s an ex-builder.

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

What did he build when he was a builder?

TURNER:

Just houses.

GRAINGER:

So this isn’t a house though, is it?

TURNER:

No, not by a long shot.

GRAINGER:

This –

TURNER:

No.

GRAINGER:

- it’s a heck of a size of building.

TURNER:

Absolutely. He – he understands construction, that’s all. And that
was his - I mean, that was what his role was. Was to – to advise us
in relation to, you know, building practices more so.

GRAINGER:

So do you think about bringing someone who was independent?
(INAUDIBLE)

TURNER:

Gee, well -

GRAINGER:

- that ex – ex – exper - fully experienced in building large
commercial structures?

TURNER:

Well, we - we looked at the builder and that’s why we, em employed the builder, because he’s done large buildings before. So,
he’s done bowling alleys, and he’s done car yards, and, you know,
show rooms and that type of stuff, so that – that sort of fitted for us.
We had GHD offered their services as - as building project managers
and that was about a hundred a thirty five thousand dollars that we
didn’t have.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

So we went with Don, given that Don was prepared to volunteer his
services and -
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GRAINGER:

So who was making all these decisions?

TURNER:

They were made by the Exec - well by the Building Committee.

GRAINGER:

Which was who?

TURNER:

Robert Nugent, Terry Moroni and Don and myself.

GRAINGER:

So the Committee decided that Don was going to do it and Don’s a
part of the committee, is that right?

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Do you not see a slight problem there?

TURNER:

No, not at all.

GRAINGER:

Not at all?

TURNER:

That’s why we got him.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So Robert Nugent, you, Don – who else, sorry?

TURNER:

Terry –

GRAINGER:

And –

GRAINGER:

- Terry Moroni.

GRAINGER:

And what does he do?

TURNER:

Terry’s a director at Stratco.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TURNER:

So, Terry’s been around the building industry for you know thirty forty years.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And all these decisions were they – was it the Executive
Committee made aware of the (UNINTELLIGABLE) decision?

TURNER:

Not a - not of individual decisions, no.

GRAINGER:

Why is that?

TURNER:

Because we would never’ve got it done. The Executive gave us the
power to run and get that building done.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

That was - that was their - that was what they gave us to do, and so
that’s what we done.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

We - we would not have got it done. It - there’s no way in the world
that we could’ve gone through a process of reporting back to the
Executive whenever a decision needed to be made. It just couldn’t
be done.

GRAINGER:

And let alone the full board (INAUDIBLE) -
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TURNER:

Exactly. We reported to them, but - and we gave them updates, but I
never went back to them for – I gave them executive summaries, but
I - we never went back to them for permission to do anything other
than, they approved us to do that building and appointed that
committee and we were put in charge of making that work.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So how were the costs monitored? Like, you had a budget of
‘x’ -

TURNER:

Yeah well the – it – it’s the costs were – were done on a monthly
basis. We were given a – a cost for the – for the building -

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

- from the builder. We had some external building requirements.
We took out things like the kitchen were taken out, the – the
equipment, and all the equipment for the kitchen were taken out, we
purchased that separately, we – we bought that from an ACTA point
of view, that was taken out of the - the building to get it down to a
price that we could afford. Simple, so, we done things ourselves,
organised people ourselves to come in and do other work that was
more cost effective than what could be provided.

GRAINGER:

So, the equipment for the commercial kitchen that it’s in there -

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- how was that sourced?

TURNER:

Well that was sourced in Wagga though - through just a commercial
- commercial sell.

GRAINGER:

So that couldn’t - Mr Pascoe couldn’t do that, is that the case?

TURNER:

We took that out, we took it out of the – the quote. The ACTA took
that out of the quote because we had already spoken to the person
who was going to provide that to us, and they provided services to
go with that in the installation and everything else.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

So that was done separately.

GRAINGER:

So who arranged that?

TURNER:

Well I - I ultimately arranged all of it, but that decision was made by
the President Rob Nugent.

GRAINGER:

And -

TURNER:

He’s a - he’s a baker, sorry –

GRAINGER:

I’m aware of that -

TURNER:

- he’s a - yeah, so he’s - he’s the catering side of things. There’s,
what he determined was his -

GRAINGER:

So who was the supplier and what were his supply date?
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TURNER:

Adrian Hamilton at Wagga Catering.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So you were talking earlier about - you said the costs were on
a monthly basis and -

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- you, I assume you were invoiced by Mr Pascoe, as you’ve sent me
some of those invoices -

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

-about certain things –

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So, Mr Pascoe, I assume, had a brief. This is a brief you have to
build.

TURNER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

And he gave you a – a – a - like a quote.

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

This is what it’s gonna cost.

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Okay, and that was within your budget?

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So then he was paid on an instalment basis?

TURNER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

On those costs?

TURNER:

Yes, on that basis yep.

GRAINGER:

So he gave invoices each period –

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- of time to pay and then you said you had to do something with
them that wasn’t - you weren't given the money from Government,
you had to send it back to Government to pay. Is that right?

TURNER:

Yeah, I mean well – no we actually paid it. So - so we got all the
invoices from the suppliers for - for the month.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TURNER:

Finishing on the 25th. We collated all that, put it through - through
our MYOB system, recorded it all, individually recorded it in an
Excel sheet, and then we sent that back to New South Wales
Infrastructure.

GRAINGER:

Okay.
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TURNER:

New South Wales Infrastructure then - we had seven days to put it in
to their government portal. By the 20th of that month they would
advise us if there as any discrepancies or any issue or anything else
we had to clarify. And by the 7th of the next month that money - that
money would be paid.

GRAINGER:

So who was - who were you dealing with in government for that?
Who was doing that?

TURNER:

Well it was done - it was done through a portal. So we – we went –
we had contact from Julie Paton, we had Matthew Lay, who’s with
New South Wales Infrastructure Treasury in - in Wagga. He’s there
- he’s in an office in Wagga, so he would come out on the odd
occasion and go through the building, but nobody came back to us
for any other clarification other than what was - we’d done through
the New South Wales Infrastructure portal.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So from what Mr Pascoe had provided you with a proposal.

TURNER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

Did variations occur?

TURNER:

Not in that. 6.119 million was all we were paying and that was it
and he was - Kerry was well aware of that.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

That was that – he had to make it work. It was as simple as that.

GRAINGER:

That was - was that lock, stock and barrel, finished, done?

TURNER:

Done.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Were there any - was there additional money paid to Mr
Pascoe for anything?

TURNER:

Not at this stage –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

- but he will be paid for a new road and lighting that he put in. But
then that’s the additional extras that we need to get a full occupation
certificate.

GRAINGER:

Alright so look how long’s it been - when’s it being finished?

TURNER:

Finished in March, well we got it to – we got it to useable by 17th –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TURNER:

- of March, but it had no -

GRAINGER:

How – how could - how could it be useable if you haven’t got an
occupation certificate?

TURNER:

Well we had an interim, but it had no internal – when I say internal it
had - it did the moveable walls weren’t in.
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GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TURNER:

Alright so the reason the moveable walls weren’t in because we had
to build it and then bring a surveyor in to get the exact measurement
for the doors because if it’s out by five mil, they won’t - they won’t
run. So that was never - it was never gonna get done in – in time.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

We were aware of that, we didn’t need them in for - for what we
were using it for. We needed a full – over - we had - we had twelve
hundred people in there, it was never gonna be an issue.

GRAINGER:

Who’s supplying the moveable doors?

TURNER:

A company out at Queensland and I couldn’t tell you. That – that
was all done through Kerry, it was all part of his -

GRAINGER:

So he’s been paid for that has he?

TURNER:

Has now.

GRAINGER:

What - when’s now?

TURNER:

Well, Kerry’s – we’ve still held Kerry’s last payment and that’ll be
paid at the end of November to finish the feature, the - the building
as is.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So you’ve got to claim money back from Treasury still, do
you?

TURNER:

Yeah - no it’s all done. We’ve got everything back from - from
Treasury that we’ve been owed.

GRAINGER:

So how is that possible? Mr Pascoe hasn’t finished the walls.

TURNER:

Well they held - they held five hundred thousand back.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

TURNER:

Until the building was finished.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

TURNER:

Right. So it’s, then they paid us that money. (INAUDIBLE)

GRAINGER:

The building’s not - the building’s not finished.

TURNER:

And this – and we’ve still got two hundred – no it’s a - the - the
building’s finished, as far as New South Wales Infrastructure goes. I
mean that’s - the things that we’re doing after that are – that - we’ve
accounted for their 5.5 million dollars. Outside that, whatever
money that we’ve spent on that, is not really accountable to - to New
South Wales Infrastructure.

GRAINGER:

But the - the walls form part of the building that was part of the
requirement to build it? Correct?

TURNER:

Yeah, yeah look they went in in May.
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GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

They went in in May?

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And Kerry hasn’t been paid for that yet?

TURNER:

No, there’s certain works that Kerry hasn’t been paid for yet, within
the building.

GRAINGER:

So what’s that -

TURNER:

We’re holding - we’re holding money until the building is - is
officially opened, which was - it was only opened Friday a week
ago. So yeah the agreement –

GRAINGER:

So –

TURNER:

- we had with Kerry that we would pay him at the end of November.

GRAINGER:

Why?

TURNER:

‘Cause we wanted to hold that money over him to make sure it was
all finished.

GRAINGER:

I have to admit you’ve lost me now. You use the building in March.

TURNER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

It was finished in May.

TURNER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

You still don’t have a - don’t have a full occupancy certificate yet -

TURNER:

That’s right.

GRAINGER:

- because works had to be done.

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Now, Mr Pascoe has finished all the work he was required to do.

TURNER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

Under the terms of build – the building, I assume before May.

TURNER:

Well end of May. It would have been end of May early June
(INAUDIBLE) -

GRAINGER:

So you’re saying he’s not going to be paid until November?

TURNER:

That’s right.

GRAINGER:

And the reason is because you wanted to hold it back until?

TURNER:

Till the – till the building is completed and opened.

GRAINGER:

Was this some sort of contractual arrangement with Mr Pascoe or?
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TURNER:

It was a negotiation with him.

GRAINGER:

Why?

TURNER:

It’s a cash flow issue for us.

GRAINGER:

So, okay.

TURNER:

We ended - we ended up - we ended up spending another three
hundred thousand dollars above what our, what we budgeted for
originally.

GRAINGER:

How’d that happen?

TURNER:

So in, sorry?

GRAINGER:

How’d that happen?

TURNER:

Well it’s just had a lot of things, to be honest, that we had things like
car parks, additional car parks put on us, lighting, there’s a number
of things that were - that we had an initial budget for, that were
allocated to and then after that we had a joint regional planning panel
meeting and they imposed other conditions on it. As well as there’s
things that we put in, additional things that we put in, we - we put in
additional power and – and - and this road and everything else that
we thought we would be able to do over a period of time. Because
we, as - as putting in a development application, we put in for what
we wanted finished, how we wanted the building to look.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

And then we found out that we couldn’t have that with our - the gov
– when the Council approved all of that, then that had to be done.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

Right, straight away.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TURNER:

So, but – so then we were short of money on - on what we’d actually
budgeted for. So we only got Kerry Pascoe to quote on the building.
So all of the infrastructure around it, including the car parks, the
lighting and all of that sort of stuff was all additional.

GRAINGER:

So when the plans went to Council, that - that’s a hiccup???

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

You’ve just been to GHD, so I’m assuming they would’ve told you,
you had to have roads and lighting and things to comply with what
had to – to be developed?

TURNER:

For the building.

GRAINGER:

But that’s part of the building though.

TURNER:

But, no well, that’s not how – what we seen as, we got quoted on the
building. These additional -
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GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TURNER:

- bits and pieces were not part of the building, as we seen it.

GRAINGER:

What so GHD’s brief was just the building only and nothing else to
support the building?

TURNER:

That’s right.

GRAINGER:

Who put in the DA?

TURNER:

Silvesco - Silvestro Planning.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So, did their DA have all the ancillary items?

TURNER:

Oh, it would have had.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

For sure. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So GHD weren't aware and their concept designs that they went to
tender for didn’t include all those items, like driveways -

TURNER:

No we took ‘em, we took ‘em out. We took them out of the tender
process. We excluded roads and car parks -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TURNER:

- and lighting.

GRAINGER:

Why?

TURNER:

Because we couldn’t afford it. We would never - we couldn’t have
got it in under the budget. So the idea was that we would come - we
would get the - the building for what we could pay. We had 6.7
million dollars to do the building.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TURNER:

And then any additional money that we - that we saved, we would
put things back in. So but, obviously car parks, there were a certain
amount of car parks that we had to have. So that was part of Kerry’s
- when we - when we done this – we can build this car park and we
can build this carpark if we go to tilt panel because we got to put the
car park - we gotta put concrete down to build the tilt panel on. So,
if we put the tilt panel – the concrete down, all we gotta do is put
mesh in it and you’ve got half your car park. So that’s how we
saved money on doing some of the car park. But then there’s
lighting, there was - we had a joint regional planning panel who
decided that we had to put windows in the north wall and then we
had to go back and have that redone, re-engineered, and so there was
– there was additional costs in there, that we knew that were going to
be there ‘cause we knew we had to do it. But it wasn't part of the,
the - whilst it’s part of the development application and our
understanding was you got five years to complete the project. So the
6.7 million dollars we had was to go to the building.
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GRAINGER:

Mr Pascoe is on the Council, isn’t he?

TURNER:

That’s correct.

GRAINGER:

He’s an elected member of Council.

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So you – you – there’s some cash flow prob- problems in relation to
it, you can’t afford to pay for this to be finished. So this is point of
time -

TURNER:

It’s not that we can’t afford it - it’s - it’s - we have - we have money
in fixed deposit -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TURNER:

- that we don’t get until December.

GRAINGER:

Your initial design was for ‘x’, because the government wanted ‘y’,
you changed it.

TURNER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

And in those changes, you then can’t afford to pay for it to be
completed.

TURNER:

No, that’s not right. What I said is, it’s tied up. The money’s tied up
until the end of the year.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

There’s - there’s cash reserves to pay for that.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

Not a problem. It’s just that we got it tied up, we discussed that with
Kerry and he was fine for us to hold that over until November.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Has -

TURNER:

When our cash flow’s improved.

GRAINGER:

- has the driveways and lighting been done?

TURNER:

Everything’s been completed.

GRAINGER:

But isn’t it (UNINTELLIGABLE) pay (UNINTELLIGABLE)?

TURNER:

No.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Does Mr Pascoe sit in a joint regional planning panel?

TURNER:

He does, but he didn’t at that – for that meeting.

GRAINGER:

He didn’t vote in that meeting, is that what you’re saying?

TURNER:

No, he - he was – they – they select their - they select councillors to
sit on the joint panel. He declared an interest and Dan Hays and Rod
Kendall sat on that committee. I can’t remember the other people –
(UNINTELLIGABLE) Mary somebody or -
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GRAINGER:

So, when was it decided that Mr Pascoe was going to be the builder?

TURNER:

About August. August in two thousand -

GRAINGER:

And when did it go to the JRPP?

TURNER:

I’m not sure. It would’ve been before that.

GRAINGER:

Mm hm. So if it was before that, how did Mr Pascoe know that he
was going to be the builder?

TURNER:

Well he didn’t. He was tender – he was a tender for it. So he did he decided before he even got the job that he wouldn’t sit on it given
he’d been a tenderer for the job.

GRAINGER:

How long have you known Mr Pascoe for?

TURNER:

Personally? Probably about five years. But I knew of him before
then, but probably over the last five years.

GRAINGER:

And what about Don, the other person on the -

TURNER:

Don, I’ve known since about 1982.

GRAINGER:

No, how long would he have known Mr Pascoe?

TURNER:

Oh, sorry. Oh, he’d worked with him previously, I believe.

GRAINGER:

A business relationship?

TURNER:

Well, sub – subcontractor for him.

GRAINGER:

Ehm. Sounds all very incestuous to me, I have to admit.

TURNER:

It may.

GRAINGER:

Mmm.

TURNER:

But, I mean, if – if you understand where I sit from this, being not an
experienced builder, having no experience in this area, I needed to
get people that I could trust. And so, from my point of view, both of
these people, I certainly trusted.

GRAINGER:

Just, I want to show you, once I find it, a document here, which is
Commission reference D10517114. I just want to – I picked one of
Mr Pascoe’s invoices at – at random.

TURNER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

Now in the experience that we have dealing with matters in the
Commission, even numbers always make us a bit nervous. So we
have an invoice here which is for two hundred and ten thousand
dollars clear.

TURNER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

A hundred and fifty thousand, a hundred thousand, two fifty
thousand – there’s no “and ninety nine dollars”.

TURNER:

Mm.
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GRAINGER:

Why is that?

TURNER:

I have no idea. Can I have a look at it?

GRAINGER:

Yeah sure.

TURNER:

And I don’t – I - I’m assuming that they would be part payments for
most things and how - how he does his accounting I’m not quite
sure, but our bottom line was to Mr Pascoe that it’s 6.119 million
dollars. Get it built.

GRAINGER:

Was it the case of Mr Pascoe was always going to be the builder for
this project?

TURNER:

No, that’s not the case. Not that I’m aware of. I was part of the –
I’ve been with this since day one.

GRAINGER:

And was that - as - was Mr Maguire in any way involved in the
selection of Mr Pascoe to be the builder?

TURNER:

Mr Maguire never – I never had anything to do with Daryl from the
day after he announced the – that we got the grant.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

The only time I seen Daryl after that was at our National
Championships, and I believe on one occasion he may have opened
them. But, I never had any correspondence or discussions with
Daryl, except for, as I already stated, for some of the phone calls that
I made seeking to find out where the - the – the funding was and
where – and how we – how we accessed it.

GRAINGER:

Okay so you said you’d known Daryl for a number of years.

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And you – you trust him, and you’ve been -

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- and you known him for that period of time. And - and how do you how do you know him, did you say?

TURNER:

Oh, because I’ve been involved with other organisations and if, you
know, sought government assistance by going through the Local
Member. So PCYC was one of those.

GRAINGER:

Ehm. And what else?

TURNER:

Not quite sure to be honest.

GRAINGER:

Are you a member of the Liberal Party?

TURNER:

No.

GRAINGER:

No.

TURNER:

Not politically inclined at all.
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GRAINGER:

Okay. So you can’t recall whenever else you’ve dealt with Mr
Maguire?

TURNER:

Oh, not really. You know, I mean I’ve been to his office a number
of times, but, for different reasons maybe it was two or three times
with this project as well.

GRAINGER:

Ehm. Okay. So, in essence, Mr Mag – what you’re telling me – Mr
Maguire’s a person who has facilitated the - the money from
Government.

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And, you’ve explained to us the very, I suppose, unusual process by
which that was given –

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- to you. And the demands put on you by the Government to provide
that funding.

TURNER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

And then you explained to us that, even though you had a budget of
six point whatever million dollars it was to build it, you’ve actually
gone over that budget because of things that had to - to happen. Is
that – that correct?

TURNER:

Yeah, yeah that’s true.

GRAINGER:

Alright. And you excluded those from the tenders, so that you’d get
it under budget.

TURNER:

Ehm

GRAINGER:

So, from the point of the building committee, have they reported that
back to the Executive, the - the -

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So they’re aware of the - the shortfall?

TURNER:

Yeah we applied - we applied to - back to the full Executive for the
extra three hundred thousand dollars and that was approved.

GRAINGER:

Okay – okay.

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

But you just can’t pay it until -

TURNER:

Yeah, that’s right.

GRAINGER:

Nov - November this year?

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

As in now?
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TURNER:

Yeah. I go back to Wagga not next week, the week after to hand
over the job and that’ll be part of my finishing up of everything - that
all of these accounts and everything will be paid and that building
will be completed. It’s now open. Everything’s finalised with the
Government and we’re off and running.

GRAINGER:

So how did Mr Pascoe – okay, these things were ruled out of the
tender process.

TURNER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

How did he actually quote for all the additional items?

TURNER:

Oh it was afterwards.

GRAINGER:

So, did you -

TURNER:

Well, we’ve just got to work with the – we - we work with the
builder. Once we appointed the builder, we work -

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TURNER:

- with him to - to -

GRAINGER:

Sure.

TURNER:

- and said to him “Okay, this is, this is what we need to do and we we’ve had this road - this road wasn’t done for the Nat – for the
Worlds or the Nationals, it was – we were waiting to see where we
finished up and what could be - could be – could we - could do, what
- what can we do? What can we - can we save money here and
spend it there?” So he - he’s worked on that for us. And we’ve, I
guess, pushed stuff in, added three hundred thousand dollars to the
overall cost. But that wasn’t included in any budget that we’d done
because that wasn’t really part of what we’d seen as the development
application. We got to a point where Kerry said to us okay, you’re
in a situation now where you can’t get an occupation certificate until
that’s finished because that was part of the development application.
So we could retain and have a - an interim occupation certificate
until that’s finished. So we could’ve held this over for two years,
three years, five years, but you could only have an interim
occupation certificate because the road and the lighting that we
applied for in the DA wasn't - wasn't done.

GRAINGER:

So who obtained the interim occupation certificate for you?

TURNER:

Well, through - through Council. I - Kerry applied for it.

GRAINGER:

Did you – you apply for it?

TURNER:

I - well I was there with, when it was provided on the Friday night,
prior to the - the Nationals starting. We had the building inspector
go through and the health inspector go through and - and give us the
okay for it.

GRAINGER:

Okay, so Kerry obtained the interim certificate for you.
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TURNER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

And I assume Council officers came to the property and - and looked
- went through it?

TURNER:

Absolutely, yeah.

GRAINGER:

And Kerry was there?

TURNER:

Kerry was there. Don was there.

GRAINGER:

And was it Friday before the Champions were starting on the
Saturday, is that right?

TURNER:

(Laughs) it was. The night before.

GRAINGER:

At what time of night was it?

TURNER:

It would have been four o’clock the - it was the last - it was the
health inspector inspecting the kitchen and – and giving us the okay
with all that. So it would’ve been four o’clock was the last
appointment, so four, four thirty. And we still had other things that
had – we still had to clean the place out before - before the next day
so. It would’ve been five o’clock, would’ve been probably by the
time they left.

GRAINGER:

So the building inspector and the health inspector provided the - the
conditional occupational certificate -

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- for the time being.

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Whilst Mr Pascoe was there?

TURNER:

Yeah. We went through and – through the inspection process with
them.

GRAINGER:

Did you understand that may have been somewhat of a conflict?

TURNER:

Well, he’s built plenty of other things. I mean he has to - he has to
get it approved by Council. I – I don’t know – you know, he’s the
builder. So if they’re gonna ask some questions, he - he needed to
be there. That’s how I see it. Health inspector, she walked through
and - and pointed out issues and we took photos of that and had a had Don, who’s the builder, well who is a builder, who – he was
working with the tradespeople, so if there was an issue, they came
straight in and fixed it. We had some tiles that had to be put up
around some splash back area that they didn’t believe needed to be
done, but the health inspector did. So, we – this is the sort of, this is
what was going on over that hour/ hour and a half.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. Who was the General Manager at Council at this point in
time? Was it Alan Eldridge still?

TURNER:

No thanks. No – no Alan Eldridge was gone.
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GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

I think James Bolton was the Acting -

GRAINGER:

GM?

TURNER:

GM, at that stage.

GRAINGER:

Just, Carol do you want to ask him about the - the construction at this
point in time?

WONG:

No.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

WONG:

Sorry, actually – I do have one question.

TURNER:

Sure.

WONG:

So when you were at PCYC.

TURNER:

Yep.

WONG:

Did you seek any assistance from Daryl Maguire for grants?

TURNER:

Yes.

WONG:

For - for the PCYC?

TURNER:

Yep. Yeah – yeah.

WONG:

Okay. And sorry could you just tell me which was the period that
you were at the PCYC -

TURNER:

Yeah, sorry.

WONG:

Sorry, just the – the year that you were working at the PCYC.

TURNER:

So it was – I started in November 2010 and finished in May 2013.

WONG:

Okay.

TURNER:

So during that time, about a month after I started the - the New South
Wales Government had already provided a grant to PCYC of a
million dollars in Wagga.

WONG:

Ehm.

TURNER:

So, I had nothing to do with that. I didn’t know about that until – till
that was announced. But certainly I worked with Daryl and the
PCYC over that period, the three year period I was there to try and
secure funding for a new PCYC building. And that was through –
Wagga City Council was to take over what they, was termed as
“Boulton Park”, a stadium. And they were going to revamp it, do
some upgrades on it, provide us with additional offices and - and car
parking spaces. And that was around about an eight million dollar
project. We were negotiating to provide Council back with the
current building that the PCYC was in, which was fairly run down
and a very old building but in a reasonable part of town. And, we
were seeking further funding from the Government to assist us in - in
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building in - to get - getting into this, to this new complex, but it
didn’t turn out the way that I thought it should go. And in fact, I
went to Daryl before I left and said “What Sydney are doing with
this, I don’t believe is viable and it’s not – not - it’s not gonna help
the PCYC in any way, shape or form”.

5
WONG:

Mm. So there was no, the grant didn’t - didn’t goahead?

TURNER:

Didn’t go. Well, I believe there is still funding, there is funding now
I believe the New South Wales Government have committed funding
to up to ten million dollars.

WONG:

That would be after your -

TURNER:

Yes, certainly, yeah.

WONG:

Okay.

TURNER:

I can’t take credit for any of that one.

GRAINGER:

Your trip to China. Tell us about that.

15

TURNER:

Yeah, well I’ve known Phil Elliott, as you know for - for quite a long
time. And I know Phil was involved in dealings in China. We,
through my, through my work with the RSL club, I recommended
Phil for, to be a director of the club. He’s a - he’s been a director
now for probably ten, maybe longer, years.

20

GRAINGER:

So what’s your work at the RSL club?

TURNER:

I was executive, oh well I was manager of the golf club at Wagga
RSL had the City Golf Club.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

TURNER:

So I’ve known Phil for - for a long time, probably forty odd years.
But I knew Phil, during that time at - when I recommended him to
the RSL club, as I say, Phil’s got a financial background and worked
with SG Credit Union, CG Bank for a number of years. I knew Phil
that was involved with - with this Gateway International, which was
buying and taking people to - to China and buying goods over there.
And he done it with the RSL club. So when we got the - the grant
here, I contacted him and - and asked him what he could do.
Whether we could set something up to come and have a chat about
it. In the meantime, it would have been around probably June or
July, I started to look at what equipment we would need to put into,
into the building in terms of chairs and tables and crockery and
cutlery, all of those types of kitchen equipment’s. Over a period of
time, I got quotes in and I sent it to Phil and said “How would this
compare with going to China?” and he said “I could take you and
Rob and guarantee you that I could do thirty percent better than
that”. So I took that back to Rob and to the Executive and they were
– again, it was, I - I look at it, they took my word. I took Phil’s word
based on what he told me that he could do, but I also had a very
confidential invoice from the RSL club that showed what they’d
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purchased and how much they saved on what they could buy for in
Australia. So I was very confident that we could do the same.
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GRAINGER:

So how’d you get the confidential invoice?

TURNER:

Through Andrew Bell, the general manager of the RSL club.

GRAINGER:

You certain of that?

TURNER:

Absolutely.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

(INAUDIBLE)

GRAINGER:

So why did he give you a confidential invoice?

TURNER:

Andrew? I’ve worked with Andrew, I asked Andrew could I - could
he provide me with a copy of that so as I could provide it
confidentially to the Board, so they could see that what I was saying
was correct.

GRAINGER:

Okay. You sure Phil didn’t provide it to you?

TURNER:

Well, he may have provided it, but he wouldn’t have got it if he – he
would have got it from Andrew Bell, he wouldn’t have got it
anywhere else. It was from the RSL club, I believe. I could be
wrong, but I -

GRAINGER:

You are.

TURNER:

- I believed it was from Andrew (INAUDIBLE).

GRAINGER:

Phil gave it to you.

TURNER:

Okay.

GRAINGER:

So -

TURNER:

But, with Andrew Bell’s permission.

GRAINGER:

How do you know that?

TURNER:

Well, that’s what I believe, that’s what he told me.

GRAINGER:

Who?

TURNER:

Andrew ah Phil.

GRAINGER:

Phil told you that Andrew said you could have it?

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So your knowledge of Phil has been for forty years, you said?

TURNER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

Through various enterprises -

TURNER:

Hmm.

GRAINGER:

- and things. So what does Phil do?
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TURNER:

Phil’s a strata manager these days.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And you said you were aware of this company Gateway.
How’d you become aware of that?

TURNER:

Gateway? Through - through Phil.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

And the RSL club. Just general talk, that’s all. Just generally my
knowledge of Phil.

GRAINGER:

Ehm. And he’s running this company, Gateway?

TURNER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And what’s Daryl Maguire’s involvement with Gateway?

TURNER:

None that I’m aware of.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So your trip to China. Did Daryl Maguire have anything to
do with it?

TURNER:

No.

GRAINGER:

And you mentioned – I assume Andrew Bell I think he’s the CEO of
the -

TURNER:

RSL club.

GRAINGER:

- the RSL club is he – he’s your mutual friend at the RSL club, is he?

TURNER:

Yes, Andrew was on the Board of the Sports Academy when I was at
the Sports Academy, and then he asked me to - to go and run the –
the golf club when they took over the golf club.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

So I know Andrew business-wise and personally.

GRAINGER:

Did Robert Nugent have a view that perhaps the things should have
been sourced in Australia?

TURNER:

Everybody had a bit of a view of that. That it should be sourced in
Australia, but I got from a company in Wagga, some of the goods
that we were looking at purchasing in from - from them in Australia
and seventy five percent of it was made in China.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

So we looked at the chair situation. We had chairs that they bought
across and I bought the building committee in on that is that we
bought chair and the chairs, the best we could get them in Australia
or through Melbourne/Sydney directly to Wagga was about fifty nine
dollars a chair.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

I spoke to Phil and gave him a copy of the, of what we received as a
quote and he said we’d do it, we’d get it done for thirty in China.
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Plus thirty percent, add thirty percent of that, and that’d be your –
your maximum cost to bring it back to Australia. So he said you’re
getting in at least twenty dollars under per chair.

5

GRAINGER:

And how many chairs do you have to order?

TURNER:

Well, we were gonna buy twelve hundred. We ended up buying
thirteen hundred. They were twenty six dollars, we got them for
twenty six dollars landed in Australia. So the cost of the - the cost
saving, we saved the thirty percent. After all costs taken out, we
saved the thirty percent that Phil said we would, but we bought
probably another twenty percent more than what we would have
bought –

GRAINGER:

Hmm.

TURNER:

- in Australia.

GRAINGER:

So, who made the list of what you required? You or the
(unintelligible)?

TURNER:

I did.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

Along with the caterer.

GRAINGER:

Oh, I’m talking about crockery and cutlery and -

TURNER:

Yeah – yeah.

GRAINGER:

- chairs and tables?

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- and bits and pieces like that? Okay. And so - there, you said the –
I put it to you about Mr Nugent’s views and you said well a lot of
people have views about sourcing here.

TURNER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

And are you talking about that’s the view of the Executive
Committee?

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So why’d that view change?

TURNER:

Just for cost saving.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

I mean, realistically, if you’re gonna save forty - forty odd grand, I
couldn’t see why you wouldn’t do it.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So the - you’ve gone to China. So who went with you to
China?

TURNER:

Robert and I, Robert and his wife flew out of Brisbane and I flew out
of Wagga to Sydney and Phil Elliott.
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GRAINGER:

So who made those arrangements?

TURNER:

Phil organised the - the itinerary.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

And we paid each individual.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

Robert paid, the ACTA paid Robert and Donna’s and he reimbursed
us for –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TURNER:

- Donna’s and I paid for my wife’s separately and paid for mine
internally.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

Then I paid the difference for the internal flight in.

GRAINGER:

And you supplied that information back to us -

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- us I’ll – I’ll acknowledge that now.

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Where’d you go?

TURNER:

Guangzhou.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

We flew into Hong Kong, into Guangzhou and then we went out of
Guangzhou two days in a row, we went and done furniture and – and
furnishings one day and we done crockery and cutlery and all that
sort of stuff the next day.

GRAINGER:

Ehm. And after Guangzhou, where’d you go?

TURNER:

I went to Beijing and then back to Hong Kong and then home.

GRAINGER:

Did Phil go with you to Beijing and Hong Kong? Anywhere?

TURNER:

No.

TURNER:

He went to Guangzhou and – and then back to Hong Kong. Robert
Nugent stayed. I left on – let me get the day. So it was Sunday,
Monday, I left on Tuesday. Robert left on Wednesday. He stayed
Tuesday and worked with Phil on the transport back.

GRAINGER:

Ehm. So Hong Kong, Quangzhou who organised the trip did you
say?

TURNER:

Phil did.

GRAINGER:

Phil did.
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TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Who got you visas?

TURNER:

Phil got my visa.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

And my wife’s and Robert organised his own.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So, do you fly from Wagga up to here?

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And did you fly the day you flew out to China or -

TURNER:

I flew out the day, no, I flew out the day before.

GRAINGER:

And where’d you stay before you flew - flew out?

TURNER:

It’s behind the international terminal -

GRAINGER:

Oh, the Mercure (UNINTELLIGABLE) or the – I can see the name
of the (UNINTELLIGABLE) –

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- looking at it now, can I remember it? No.

TURNER:

It’s - it’s big (INAUDIBLE)

GRAINGER:

(INAUDIBLE) yeah – yeah –

TURNER:

Yeah it’s – it’s –

GRAINGER:

I know what you mean.

TURNER:

Prob – probably a kilometre away.

GRAINGER:

So when did you go, sorry?

TURNER:

Saturday.

GRAINGER:

No what date?

TURNER:

Oh, sorry. Oh, gee that -

GRAINGER:

Month would be fine.

TURNER:

Oh, September. It was September.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

It was about the thirteenth somewhere around there I think, I’m not
quite sure.

GRAINGER:

Did you meet Phil at the hotel before you went?
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TURNER:

No, we met Phil over there. He - he flew QANTAS and went –we
went a diff – different airline.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

So I didn’t meet him before we went. We met in Hong Kong and
went - all went from Hong Kong to Guangzhou.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And you flew on Cathay did you?

TURNER:

Yeah. And the reason I done that is because it’s the local airline on
the internal flight, so I didn’t have to have two lots of different
airlines, so I just made it easier.

GRAINGER:

Now, Phil organised the visas.

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

What was the purpose of travel on your visa?

TURNER:

Ah, I’d say oh would be business I would imagine. I don’t know if it
was business or business and – I don’t think you could do both I I’m not sure.

GRAINGER:

So to get a visa for China you have to send passports and
photographs and it’s only just down the road the road here, who –
who did that? Did Phil do that?

TURNER:

Yeah Phil got – Phil organised it.

GRAINGER:

Okay, but Phil didn’t do it personally?

TURNER:

No.

GRAINGER:

Who did Phil organise through?

TURNER:

Oh I couldn’t tell you, I really don’t know who – who he had do it.

GRAINGER:

I’m gonna show you a document –

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

D10522907. It’s an email from Phil Elliott to you.

TURNER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

Dated the 29th of August, 2017. That name ring a bell?

TURNER:

Um, oh yeah it does now, but – yep that’s – that’s who – that’s who
done it for us.

GRAINGER:

So why would the – a Rebecca Cartwright from the Government
WIP’s office at Parliament House be organising Visa’s for you?

TURNER:

Well Phil organised it as I said I –

GRAINGER:

W – what – what did Phil tell you –
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TURNER:

- I don’t know. Well maybe Phil’s got somebody that he knows
through Daryl I’m not sure. Or Daryl might – might – might have
organised it I’m not sure.

GRAINGER:

So why would Daryl organise it?

TURNER:

I have no idea. As I said I – Phil said to me that he would organise
it.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

So I just sent Phil the information and that’s obviously what he sent
me back.

GRAINGER:

Did you ask him?

TURNER:

Not really.

GRAINGER:

So what did you do with your passports and things?

TURNER:

Sorry?

GRAINGER:

Your passports, did you send them up to Sydney?

TURNER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And –

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- who’d you send them to?

TURNER:

Oh well I would imagine it’ll be Rebecca.

GRAINGER:

So – so Phil said to your send up your passports to someone and you
didn’t ask him at all who this person was, what they were doing, how
they were linked nothing like that. Is that what you’re saying?

TURNER:

Yeah absolutely.

GRAINGER:

Ehm. You send it to someone in the Government –

TURNER:

Well – yeah.

GRAINGER:

- to get visas –

TURNER:

Oh –

GRAINGER:

- for you to go to China.

TURNER:

Yeah, I didn’t see any issue with it at all.

GRAINGER:

You think that’s what for someone in Parliament should be doing for
someone who has no relation to –

TURNER:

Well –

GRAINGER:

Phil Elliott?

TURNER:

Well I – I don’t know what relationship Phil’s got whoever.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.
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TURNER:

I just assumed it’s a contact that he had within the Parliament.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Is there any reason you didn’t supply this email to us when
you provided your section 22 response?

TURNER:

No, not – sorry um no. I have – I have no idea. I’ve gone through
‘em and gave you what I had.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

So if that – I’ve missed that somewhere or if it’s – if I deleted it I’m
not sure. It wasn’t intentional. Put it that way ‘cause I don’t see any
issue with it.

GRAINGER:

Other than a member of the Government staff is organising an email
– a visa on behalf of Phil Elliot who’s -

TURNER:

Ah yeah –

GRAINGER:

- the campaign manager of Daryl Maguire.

TURNER:

Well maybe, but it – it I mean I just see it as we needed this in a
hurry –

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

- and he obviously had a contact that could help. That’s – that’s how
I see it, I didn’t see anything else in it.

GRAINGER:

So when you went to – oh sorry I’ll re – rephrase this. This is a
Commission reference D10522905 an email between Phil Elliot and
Rebecca Cartwright at Parliament. And containing in that is an
earlier email from you to Phil –

TURNER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

- dated the 30th of August 2017 at nine thirty am a day after that one.
You say ‘Hi Phil can you send this to Rebecca and add to
documentation according to Robert I require proof of airline booking
and accommodation. I’ve attached the bookings I’ve made for the
rest of the trip. Can you add the info from Gordon re Guanzhou.
Sorry to be a pain, I didn’t know this was required.’ What’s all that
about?

TURNER:

Sorry can I?

GRAINGER:

Sure (UNINTELLIGABLE).

TURNER:

Oh right okay. Um, Robert Nugent organised, went toorganise his
passport in Brisbane –

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

- to go to – to China –

GRAINGER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- or visa sorry. And he was told he needed to have the
accommodation booking and flights in order to go. The form that I
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had didn’t ask for any of that information, so when I talked to Robert
and he, we were discussing this and he told me that he had to provide
this I then sent this up to – to Phil so it wouldn’t hold up the
application that’s all.
5

10

GRAINGER:

Alright. And you sent that to Phil just to give to Rebecca?

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Alright. So you went to China who’d you meet with?

TURNER:

Gordon Tse.

GRAINGER:

And do you know Gordon?

TURNER:

Ah I - look I – I – I knew of Gordon when he was in Wagga. He had
the Golden Season Restaurant. I didn’t know him personally, but
when I met him in China I realised who he was. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And he was a person who you dealt with for the orders?

TURNER:

Yep, oh well not Gordon. Gordon had two girls who - they sent with
us who were interpreters and obviously business associates. Maybo
Wang was the girl that we dealt pretty much exclusively.

GRAINGER:

Sure.

TURNER:

And Maybo organised for the – a driver and took us to the right
places to find all of this gear and all of that sort of stuff.

GRAINGER:

So (INAUDIBLE) –

TURNER:

Negotiated for us.

GRAINGER:

- was Maybo’s role to take you to people who could supply the items
you were after?

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And then you dealt with those companies?

TURNER:

We – we went in and dealt with those companies. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

So we went with, and Maybo was with us, and we went into – there
was just hundreds of these –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TURNER:

- outlets. And we would go in and look at the product and find out
prices and Maybo was you know our interpreter and then she would
negotiate a price for us on – on the – on the goods.

GRAINGER:

Ehm. And who did you pay for the goods?

TURNER:

Ah Golden Sample.

GRAINGER:

Which is Richard – which is Gordon Tse?
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TURNER:

Which is Gordon Tse yeah. So they compile all the - organise all of
the orders to come in to central place where they pack it, put it in a
shipping container and send it and then we pay them.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

And we paid them directly.

GRAINGER:

And they provide invoices I think –

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- I’ve got copies of the invoices –

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- they provided you.

TURNER:

They did.

GRAINGER:

Alright and how would you pay them?

TURNER:

Ah transfer.

GRAINGER:

Telegraphic transfer.

TURNER:

Yeah. Bank transfer. We had an enormous amount of trouble
because of we kept sending it to Hong Kong and not China, but
anyway, but yeah there’s – all of those payments were made based
on those invoices.

GRAINGER:

Okay, I just got a couple of things here I want to show you and ask
some questions about. This is from the material you provided us –

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So we have this invoice which is part of a commission pr – property
reference E17/0144/AS-2-100-1, and it’s an invoice from Golden
Sample to Phil Elliot. So what – what was Phil Elliot’s role?

TURNER:

Well he’s – he was the introducer of – and the organiser that’s –
that’s – that was his role from our point of view.

GRAINGER:

So – so why is Maybo sending it to Phil and not to you?

TURNER:

I got no idea to be honest, I didn’t even look at it. I didn’t see that.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

It’s not addressed to the ACTA.

GRAINGER:

But this is for your order. This is what you supplied us. You gave
me this document.

TURNER:

Yeah no – no, I’m – I’m – what I’m saying is if – if –– it’s addressed
to – to Phil Elliott.

GRAINGER:

Ehm. Project furni - furniture and cutlery items –

TURNER:

Yeah.
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GRAINGER:

- China factory at ACTA Wagga.

TURNER:

Right.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

Okay yep.

GRAINGER:

Which is the cost for a container –

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- the freight, the charges.

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Bits and pieces.

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Which equals a hundred and seventy thousand two hundred and nine
RMB.

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So did you pay this?

TURNER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

You paid the invoice?

TURNER:

Yes, yeah.

GRAINGER:

So it’s made to Phil –

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- why did you pay it?

TURNER:

Um well to be quite honest it’s – that’s (UNINTELLIGABLE) got
passed me I didn’t even see it that it was made to Phil Elliott it was
sent through and I can't remember if it was sent by Phil or by Maybo
directly to me. But it’s gone through to our books.

GRAINGER:

Okay so you paid Maybo? No, Golden Sample –

TURNER:

Golden Sample yeah.

GRAINGER:

So my – my – on today’s currency exchange that’s twenty one
thousand three hundred and two so it maybe slightly more or slightly
less.

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Now in this – what you provided us –

TURNER:

Yep.
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GRAINGER:

- you provided us two –

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- transfers. One for seventy thousand dollars –

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- and one for thirty six thousand dollars. So it’s not one of those
two.

TURNER:

Oh okay. This – so was that in the documentation that we –

GRAINGER:

Yeah – yeah you provided us yeah.

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So we’re missing a payment here somewhere.

TURNER:

Well I’m not sure. I don’t know. Yeah so what was the other one?
So can you give me (INAUDIBLE) numbers –

GRAINGER:

So I’ll – I’ll – I’ll run through them with you.

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay so we’ve got this one here –

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- the one that’s addressed to Golden Sample to Phil –

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- from – from Golden Sample to Phil Elliot.

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

From Maybo re your project, furniture and cutlery items.

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

For the hundred and seventy thousand odd RMB.

TURNER:

Yes and it’s for container?

GRAINGER:

Container, the freight, the China local change, the Sydney local
charge –

TURNER:

Right okay.

GRAINGER:

- import GST –

TURNER:

Okay.

GRAINGER:

So it all relates to –

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- all good from factory to ACT, Wagga Wagga.

TURNER:

Right okay, yeah.
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GRAINGER:

That’s (UNINTELLIGABLE).

TURNER:

Yes okay.

GRAINGER:

Okay so the twenty one thousand.

TURNER:

Yep, yeah.

GRAINGER:

I have another series of invoices here which are an itemised the
invoice of different items that –

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- are als – is also addressed to Phil Elliott at Riverina Australia.
Which is a ser – series of items.

TURNER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

Now is that your handwriting?

TURNER:

It is.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So you’ve done a calculation of thirty five thousand five
hundred and twenty four dollars and ninety three cents Australian –

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- on the – on the exchange rate.

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Now the terms of this invoice were fifty percent deposit and fifty
percent balance.

TURNER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

So that one eighty, fifty percent at RMB is one 184,471.13 which I
assume on the calculations on that day comes down to that
Australian dollar amount.

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Okay, thirty five thousand –

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- five hundred and twenty four.

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So we have the payment of the thirty six thousand dollars which is
half the deposit.

TURNER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

Thirty six thousand Australian dollars –

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- which is more than it worked out to be, but you paid –

TURNER:

Yeah (INAUDIBLE) –
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GRAINGER:

- slightly more.

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Then we got another payment of seventy thousand Australian
dollars.

TURNER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

So you’ve paid them a hundred and six thousand Australian dollars?

TURNER:

All up yep.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, but there’s no invoice for that amount. So you’ve got this one
which is the total seventy.

TURNER:

Yeah – yeah.

GRAINGER:

Then you’ve got – that’s the invoice –

TURNER:

Yeah – yeah.

GRAINGER:

- seventy thousand dollars it works out to be.

TURNER:

Yeah – yeah.

GRAINGER:

But you’ve paid them a hundred and six thous – thousand dollars.

TURNER:

There’s twenty up here? Does that –

GRAINGER:

Sorry?

TURNER:

See the – the other one up here?

GRAINGER:

Well twenty is a lot different to thirty six. And this works out to be
twenty one thousand this shipping and freight.

TURNER:

Right.

GRAINGER:

Which works out on today’s exchange rate –

TURNER:

Yeah right yeah –

GRAINGER:

- (INAUDIBLE) twenty thousand.

TURNER:

- okay.

GRAINGER:

So it won’t be a great –

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- change.

TURNER:

So twenty and seventy are you saying?

GRAINGER:

Twenty and seventy – twenty seventy and ninety one –

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- and you pay them a hundred and six.
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TURNER:

I’d have – I’d have to get out – I’d have to have a look at it to tell
you where that is or how that is. I re – I can't –I – I can't tell you. I
can't explain that.

GRAINGER:

So there’s only one item, one container you ordered from Golden
Sample.

TURNER:

We own one, we purchased one container –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TURNER:

- and one was a – a loan container.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

So it was a hire container.

GRAINGER:

So you had two containers?

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And that – but you only ordered one lot of prop – items from Golden
Sample?

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Okay and these are the items that are described in these –

TURNER:

Yeah – yeah.

GRAINGER:

- these items here, the actual – so there’s a discrepancy of – of a few
thousand dollars –

TURNER:

Well that’s interesting ‘cause our – I can assure you our accounts girl
is pretty much all over this. So I – I can't explain that at this stage.

GRAINGER:

And even this – this one for thirty six thousand dollars at fifty
percent deposit Australian Clay Target Association.

TURNER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

So that’s clearly the fifty percent deposit –

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- for the transfer.

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

What the other seventy thousand, which is a very odd number, and
even seventy thousand dollars –

TURNER:

I’m not sure how that’s – I – I – I really – I honestly can't tell you. I
really – I can't tell you.

GRAINGER:

So who signs off on payments?

TURNER:

Me.

GRAINGER:

Oh so –
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TURNER:

So – well I’m – I’m –

GRAINGER:

What do you do to satisfy yourself about the payments of these
invoices?

TURNER:

Well I’m – as I say I would have to have a look and – at how that is
and – and why it’s like that. I – I don’t (INAUDIBLE) –

GRAINGER:

Well it’s clearly an amount of money that’s gone out.

TURNER:

Sure I understand that.

GRAINGER:

That’s on the 19th of December –

TURNER:

We would (INAUDIBLE) –

GRAINGER:

- and that’s the day after this one –

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- this one’s the 18th.

TURNER:

Well we would only pay on invoice so I – I will go back and
(INAUDIBLE) –

GRAINGER:

(INAUDIBLE)

TURNER:

- look up the original invoice. I took these off what I have on – on
our company Z drive ‘cause I wasn’t there.

GRAINGER:

Alright so –

TURNER:

I’ll go and get the originals that Judy has in file and then I’ll have a
look at them and – and I’ll be able to come back to you with that.

GRAINGER:

What – what I need you to do Tony is in my opinion, you still
haven’t satisfied the notice totally. You haven’t provided a number
of documents, so you need to go back to –

TURNER:

Okay.

GRAINGER:

- both your corporate email account –

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- and get every single email that you dealt with Phil Elliot with and
send them to us, so on my face, what I can see, you’ve provided
some documents. You haven’t satisfied the notice yet. There’s a
number of things that I haven’t even shown you that we have from
other source –

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- that relate to you that –

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- you haven’t provided us.
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TURNER:

Yeah. Well I might not have those at my (INAUDIBLE) you know
–

GRAINGER:

Well I’m sure – sure your - the ACTA has a backup system for
emails.

TURNER:

(INAUDIBLE) certainly (UNINTELLIGABLE) -

GRAINGER:

Absolutely.

TURNER:

Absolutely.

GRAINGER:

So that all needs to be interrogated and provided to us.

TURNER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

When Mr Elliott gave you an invoice for this –

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- company Gateway.

TURNER:

Correct.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Here’s an invoice which is the value of one thousand four
hundred and thirty six dollars.

TURNER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

It says, and this is (INAUDIBLE) part of property reference 2100 01.
It says ‘agent commission waved’. What’s the agent commission?

TURNER:

Oh that was for the hire container –

GRAINGER:

Right.

TURNER:

- that arranged – that arrived at our grounds and we were being
charged five hundred dollars a day, I don’t know, I can't remember
what they call it for it being on the ground.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

We were never advised that it had to be unpacked and sent back
within five days so we were being charged for it being on the
ground.

GRAINGER:

In Sydney you’re talking about?

TURNER:

No in Wagga.

GRAINGER:

In Wagga, okay. Airfares Sydney Hong Kong, so you paid for his
cost –

TURNER:

That’s correct.

GRAINGER:

- did you?

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay so that’s for his airfares, his accommodation in Ridges at the
airport.
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TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And the accommodation in Guangzhou .

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Then it’s got here less credit container cost charges two thousand six
hundred dollars, what’s that?

TURNER:

So the – the company that’s freighted it over were charging us five
hundred dollars a day –

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

- to – because the container was late in going back.

GRAINGER:

Alright.

TURNER:

And we were never advised that that – that we had to have it
unpacked and packed in any certain time.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

So I said to Phil we’re not paying it.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

Simple, so he paid it.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

It wasn’t – it wasn’t our fault we were not – we were not advised that
it had to be unpacked and – and sent back within a certain time.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

So I wasn’t accepting responsibility for payment either.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So this is the loan container you have is it?

TURNER:

That’s correct yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay. It was accruing a – a five hundred dollar a day charge of
sitting in Wagga.

TURNER:

Ehm (INAUDIBLE) -

GRAINGER:

So were you using it as storage until the building was finished?

TURNER:

Yeah it was – yeah it everything was still sitting in it.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So there’s two different items there the agent commission and
the less container cost charges.

TURNER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

So there’s two things there one’s money and one’s waived so they
can't be the same thing, they have to be different things.

TURNER:

Yeah we were paying Phil.

GRAINGER:

You’ve pay –
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TURNER:

A commission.

GRAINGER:

So you did pay Phil a commission?

TURNER:

Well we were paying him a commission to – to do it yes.

GRAINGER:

So where’s that detailed?

TURNER:

Well that came through Golden Sample his arrangement with Golden
Sample. We – we didn’t pay Phil anything other than his – his travel
and accommodation.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So you were aware Phil was getting a commission from
Golden Sample?

TURNER:

Absolutely.

GRAINGER:

Alright so what was your understanding of that commission?

TURNER:

Ah I wasn’t aware of any arrangement they had –

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

- my interest was that he was gonna get me all of that gear for thirty
percent less than what I can buy it for in Australia. How he went
about that was again his – his business not mine.

GRAINGER:

But he was getting a commission?

TURNER:

Absolutely.

GRAINGER:

Now this money that you’re spending here where did that come
from? The money for fit out the–

TURNER:

Australian Clay Target Association.

GRAINGER:

So it’s your – your corporate amount –

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- not the Government money?

TURNER:

Not Government money.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And we can differentiate that within the accounts that there’s
not –

TURNER:

Absolutely.

GRAINGER:

- on big pot of money and -

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Just going back to this payment, this seventy thousand dollar
payment.

TURNER:

Hmm mm.

GRAINGER:

That we haven’t figured out what that’s for yet. I’m gonna show you
a document which is Commission reference D10523290. And it
comprises of a series of emails. So, as most emails, they go from the
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bottom up and I’ll show you these, this one’s the 19th of December
2017. one (UNINTELLIGABLE) Mr Elliot – sorry you sent to Mr
Elliot it says ‘Hi Phil payment received attached I hope you are
getting a break over the holiday period’. So you sent Mr Elliot a
copy of your seventy thousand dollar payment to –
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TURNER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

- them. Why is that?

TURNER:

To confirm that we paid it.

GRAINGER:

But what was it for?

TURNER:

The amount?

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TURNER:

Well as I say it would’ve been b – based on an invoice.

GRAINGER:

Ehm. Okay.

TURNER:

We don’t pay anything that is not based on an invoice so where that
sits I’m not quite sure.

GRAINGER:

Sure.

TURNER:

It maybe - it maybe missing from there. There maybe something
mission, I doubt it. I – I don’t know – I can't explain it Paul I – I’m
not trying to explain it any other way I can't explain it, but we only
pay on invoice so I provide all of these to our accounts lady and she
pays them. She puts them through and then it comes back to me for
– for authorisation.

GRAINGER:

But you – but you agree that appears to me more money than what
was actually –

TURNER:

Yeah absolutely yeah but (INAUDIBLE) –

GRAINGER:

- you – you are required to pay to –

TURNER:

And it’s seventy thousand neat, I understand what you are saying.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TURNER:

And I know that it looks like – well did we pay seventy thousand up
front and then go to pay the rest later I – I – I don’t know. I can't
explain that.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

I – I will be able to explain it once –

GRAINGER:

Sure.

TURNER:

- I get back to the office, but –

GRAINGER:

So you’re email (UNINTELLIGABLE) then –

TURNER:

Yeah.
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GRAINGER:

- Phil sends to – to then Golden Sample company –

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

He says ‘Hello Maybo I had Tony pay seventy thousand dollars AUS
which should be close to the amount you need any difference takes –
take from mine’. So what’s all that about?

TURNER:

I got no idea.

GRAINGER:

I’ll show you the email.

TURNER:

(UNINTELLIGABLE) take from mine. I’m not sure if – I’m not
sure if that’s the amount that was required before they actually
loaded it on the boat. The 19th of December, ‘cause we were trying
to get it away from the Christmas period.

GRAINGER:

Was there extra money sent to Golden Sample to come back directly
to Phil Eliot?

TURNER:

No. We paid for the accounts as they arrived. Now it might not look
that way at the moment and I can't explain why that’s the case but
we don’t pay without an invoice. So my accounts clerk wouldn’t
have paid without an invoice. So I just need to go and find the
originals that when she paid them that would be in the office hard
copy. So I can't explain why the seventy grand, like all I can say is
that – that it was part payment and we may have paid the seventy
upfront – just thinking the seventy and the thirty five whether it’s
that we paid seventy and thirty five. I’m not sure I can't explain it, I
can't explain that at the moment.

GRAINGER:

And you just described to us that that there was a – some concern
about fees being charged for the container.

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And there was a reten – a retention fee is that right?

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Which was Mr Elliot referred to on his – on his invoice –

TURNER:

That would be correct.

GRAINGER:

- of two thousand six hundred dollars?

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

That – that invoice is the 1st of March, 2018. So on the first of
March 2000 he’s invoiced you for this charge of two thousand six
hundred dollars?

TURNER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

On his invoice he’s saying take that off what you owe me –

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- because –
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TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- you’re not gonna pay it.

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Commission reference D10523295 is an email between
yourself and Phil Elliot dated the 13th of March, 2018. And again
I’ll say this hasn’t been provided to – by –

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- to us by you. Prior to that on the same day you write to Mr Elliot
and say received again today, this is a series of demands from
Sealion and Cargo about payment for this invoice.

TURNER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

This and the final email is ‘Morning Tony, pay the thing deduct it
from mine –

TURNER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

- and I’ll chase Gordon. He hasn’t got back to me since last week I
think he is travelling let’s sort it out and just get it finished’. So “pay
the thing”, as in telling you to pay it.

TURNER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

Deduct it from mine, and I’ll chase Gordon. So he’s saying to you –

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- pay it, deduct it from my payment and I’ll chase Gordon. But
that’s thirteen days after issuing the invoice.

TURNER:

He might have issued the payment we hadn’t paid it by then I can
assure you. ‘Cause it still hadn’t gone through we weren’t paying
Sealion and we didn’t pay them.

GRAINGER:

So he’s telling you to do something thirteen days after this invoice is
actually produced?

TURNER:

There may – look there may – I may have missed emails, I - I’m not
sure.

GRAINGER:

Did you get this invoice from Mr Elliot after the Commission made
inquiries about this?

TURNER:

No, no.

GRAINGER:

You certain about that?

TURNER:

Absolutely.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

Absolutely.

GRAINGER:

So you didn’t pay Sealion you’re saying?
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TURNER:

No.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Who paid it then?

TURNER:

Well I don’t know, I don’t believe we have.

GRAINGER:

You don’t believe?

TURNER:

I don’t believe.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

We were having so much trouble in trying to get this paid and try –
we were not paying it. Bottom line as I said if it – we’re not paying
it, we’re not responsible for it. You work it out. And then there was
discussion between he and Maybo I believe in that they weren’t
going to send any further things for Golden Sample until it was paid
and we had quite a bit going on at this stage and I must admit from
around about the end of January through to the end of March when
we hosted the Nationals and Worlds and opened the building then I
could have – I could have quite easily missed some of this stuff.
Quite easily.

GRAINGER:

Well who would have actioned it then?

TURNER:

Well I would have told our – our accounts clerk to pay the – pay the
Sealion thing, but I – I’m sure that in the end I may have after Phil’s
thing I’m not sure. But there will be an account there for Sealion if –
if that’s the case.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So you’ve gone from being adamant you didn’t pay them to –

TURNER:

Well pretty (INAUDIBLE) well –

GRAINGER:

- we – we may have paid them.

TURNER:

Well I’m still adamant I didn’t – we didn’t pay them ‘cause of the –
this was – this was the space I was in at the time –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TURNER:

- is that they’re saying to me I’m trying to finish a building and
they’re saying you owe me five hundred dollars a day for the thing
that’s sitting on your – on your concrete and I’m going no, no way.
And I’m – I was in and out of the office a lot at this stage so my – I
was adamant no and I was going back to Phil and saying I’m not
paying this.

GRAINGER:

And Phil’s come back to you and says pay it?

TURNER:

Pay it –

GRAINGER:

Deduct it from mine – my invoice which he had written twelve days
earlier and which he’s already taken off the charge. “He hasn’t got
back to me since last time I think he’s travelling” so it just doesn’t
make any sense.

TURNER:

Well I – it’s – it’s all – this is all –
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GRAINGER:

This – this all sounds very fast and loose to me Tony.

TURNER:

Well maybe it is, but I’m dealing with, you know, I don’t know if
you’ve dealt with China, but it’s the first time I have and – and
getting things back and through Phil things were really difficult the –
in January and February.

GRAINGER:

So the idea of sourcing from China perhaps wasn’t a good one, is
that what you’re saying?

TURNER:

Would I do it again? Probably not.

GRAINGER:

So Commission reference D10523300 is an email from Golden
Sample to you and to Mr Elliott and to an email just
(UNINTELLIGABLE) used by Gordon Tse and it says ‘Dear Phil
and Tony’, and it’s in broken English from Maybo we ‘sorry for the
happening this kind of thing that troubled you. Before Tony had
arranged the payment I had to communicated with the forwarder in
China again and again and hope to make it clear it was Sydney
agency serious dereliction of duty that failed. So we will refund you
one thousand nine hundred and fifty AUD dollars. Please check the
attached credit note’. Do you remember getting that email?

TURNER:

No.

GRAINGER:

To your email address is

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

It was certainly sent to you.

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And it’s attached to a – a – a credit note of one thousand nine
hundred and fifty dollars. So Phil Elliott writes back and you’re not
copied into this (UNINTELLIGABLE)

TURNER:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

- email and says ‘Thanks Maybo that would be great. If there is to
be a refund send it to me if not already done so I – as I deducted the
disputed figure from my fee to Tony’. He keeps talking about this
invoice as being a fee in all his emails. So the - I can see no fee on
there.

TURNER:

Well there is no fee.

GRAINGER:

Um –

TURNER:

We didn’t pay a fee to – to Phil. We paid this invoice and that
invoice only.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

We paid for his accommodation and his travel and my understanding
was that he got paid through the commission of what – what he – the
same as Gordon gets paid over there.

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

Volume 27

@claytarget.com.au ?

2016

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

GRAINGER:

So you don’t know what his commission was?

TURNER:

I have no idea, no.

GRAINGER:

Okay. That’s (INAUDIBLE) –

TURNER:

And that’s what – but that’s – that was – we understood that there
was no fee in it for us we paid his travel and accommodation and
there was no other costs.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

So if the credit note come back to him for nineteen hundred dollars
and he’s what – two thousand or so he’s paid –

GRAINGER:

Ehm –

TURNER:

- he’s still behind.

GRAINGER:

Mm.

TURNER:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

Absolutely.

TURNER:

But I don’t know what (INAUDIBLE) –

TURNER:

- between – between them, what their business arrangements are.

GRAINGER:

And Phil’s not saying well I paid the two thousand six hundred
dollar fee – detention fee for the container. He’s just saying I took it
out of – already taken off my bill so send it to me. So at some point
of time someone must have paid the two thousand six hundred
dollars.

TURNER:

Well again I don’t believe it’s us, but it very well could have been.

GRAINGER:

And who has to sign off on – so if you’re saying you’re in and out of
the office –

TURNER:

I do and my – and my accounts clerk.

GRAINGER:

So she has access to sign off on – on bills?

TURNER:

Not without my say so.

GRAINGER:

Okay so it –

TURNER:

It’ll be dual.

GRAINGER:

So there’s a payment made, you have to have authorised it.

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Does anyone else have access to the account?

TURNER:

We have another – another person who signs.
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GRAINGER:

Who’s that?

TURNER:

Maureen Ryan.

GRAINGER:

And –

TURNER:

Maureen’s our membership manager.

GRAINGER:

Ehm, she has access to sign too does she?

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And by signing means sign cheques or online access to
(INAUDIBLE) –

TURNER:

No, online. Two have – two have – two people have to of –

GRAINGER:

Authorised (INAUDIBLE) –

TURNER:

Authorised (INAUDIBLE) –

GRAINGER:

So it’s either you and the accounts clerk or Maureen and the
accounts clerk.

TURNER:

Or anyone of the combination.

GRAINGER:

Or you and – you and Maureen?

TURNER:

Anyone of the combination, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So at some point in time someone has approved – if it’s been
paid someone’s had to have approved it?

TURNER:

Absolutely.

GRAINGER:

So if Maureen approves it with the accounts clerk do they tell you?

TURNER:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

How would they do that?

TURNER:

Usually via email.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

But it’ll – it’ll also show up in the – in our – in our accounts. We –
we do a written – every time we pay something there’s – there’s a
written summary of what’s paid and – and I sign off on all of that.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

Once it’s all checked.

GRAINGER:

Alright.

TURNER:

So I can’t, this has me – the accounts has me a little perplexed to be
honest.

GRAINGER:

Me too.

TURNER:

‘Cause we don’t – we don’t pay things without an invoice and Judy’s
usually spot on with that. So there’s something missing there, now I’m
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not sure – I can't explain that to you now, but I – I will explain it.
There’s no doubt about that, but we don’t pay anything other than by –
by invoice and we would have only paid Golden Sample on what they
inv – invoiced us for. Now there maybe – it maybe five dollars out due
to an exchange rate, but that would be the absolute limit, as I see it. So
something amiss.
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GRAINGER:

Okay. Just going back to Mr Pascoe and the additional work he did.

TURNER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

Did he quote on that? Did he give you – actually give you a quote?

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And was that on a piece of paper written in pencil?

TURNER:

It was.

GRAINGER:

Why is that?

TURNER:

Why is that? I needed to know what the what the w – people wanted to
know what the work was they didn’t want to know – itemised account
of it they wanted to know what the work was going to be.

GRAINGER:

Ehm, well who were the people?

TURNER:

Our executive.

GRAINGER:

On a piece of paper written in pencil?

TURNER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

What a – a tax invoice in pencil or (INAUDIBLE) –

TURNER:

No, the tax invoice will be – will be written the way that tax invoices
are.

GRAINGER:

So it will be written.

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Hasn’t been – as in –

TURNER:

We haven’t got a tax invoice for it.

GRAINGER:

Okay. ‘Cause you can't afford to pay it yet, alright. So. Is that the way
that business is done, quotes are done in pencil and pieces of paper?

TURNER:

Oh no this is – this is – this is, you know –

GRAINGER:

Really?

TURNER:

- when we’re doing a – when we’ve done – we’ve done what we done –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

TURNER:

- and this is additional things that we, you know, that just had to be – I
mean it’s all in – it was all documented in the plans and everything else
that we done and the development application it’s all in there, it’s just
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not quoted on for that component of it, that’s all. So the – the – the
component that c – the quote will end up exactly the same as what you
got there.
GRAINGER:

So for the – you – I’m just a bit unclear still. You left these things out
and what’s the value of these driveways and car parks and things?

TURNER:

Oh two hundred and fifty thousand.

GRAINGER:

And that’s ontop of the six point –

TURNER:

- seven.

GRAINGER:

- seven million dollars to actually build the building?

TURNER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And the JRPP sign off on the complete building?

TURNER:

The building.

GRAINGER:

And the –

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- or they would have had to sign –

TURNER:

Well –

GRAINGER:

- there has to be a landscaping plan and no one’s gonna allow -

TURNER:

(INAUDIBLE) landscaping plan (INAUDIBLE) –

GRAINGER:

- no ones gonna allow you to build a building for a thousand people and
not have a car park –

TURNER:

Yep – yep.

GRAINGER:

So they all signed off on that?

TURNER:

Yep. That – but that’s the development application.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

TURNER:

And development application lasts for five years.

GRAINGER:

Mm, that’s right.

TURNER:

So I really don’t see what the – what the issue is.

GRAINGER:

I’m just trying – struggling to understand the process, but I’ll do some
research with the JRPP papers later on and have a look from there.
Carol anything you want to ask now?

WONG:

Just in - when you mentioned about the chairs that you were going to
source locally in Australia –

TURNER:

Yeah.

WONG:

- did you receive a quote? You said you received a quote that was –

TURNER:

I was given just –
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WONG:

(INAUDIBLE)

TURNER:

- just a – a per chair price -

WONG:

Okay.

TURNER:

- from Veridia is the name of the company.

WONG:

And did you receive a quote for any type of the products that you–

TURNER:

Crockery yes. Yep absolutely.

WONG:

Yep. And how much were they more than –

TURNER:

It was around about – I think the original was about one fifty six
thousand for what we purchased in China.

WONG:

Okay.

TURNER:

However, we based that on a thousand plates, given that we seat six
fifty we thought we would buy (UNINTELLIGABLE) eight hundred.
We were gonna buy eight hundred of each to allow breakage.

TURNER:

And when we were in China we bought a thousand. Same with knives
and forks, we bought cups, we had stencilled cups done, we bought –
this was based on having, ah buyingone stage, portable stage, we
bought six. So we bought probably at least twenty percent on top –

WONG:

More than –

TURNER:

More than –

TURNER:

- what we would – what the quote was for.

WONG:

Okay. And what – what would be total quote, the total amount of
everything that you would have purchased in Australia how much
would that roughly be.

TURNER:

Well it’sthe hundred and fifty six thousand.

WONG:

A hundred and fifty six thousand in Australia –

TURNER:

- what it – what it cost us – we – we – in China we bought everything –
we right, and again, I – I need to follow this up because that’s – that’s
where I’m a little – at a loss as to what’s there. It cost us a hundred and
twelve thousand dollars in, into bring – to pay for everything that we –
for the trip and for what we purchased in China there’s no – less than a
hundred and twelve thousand. I think it was a hundred and six
something –

WONG:

Okay.

TURNER:

But (INAUDIBLE) –

GRAINGER:

It’s getting pretty close to the hundred and five thousand dollars you
paid them.

TURNER:

I’m not sure Paul. I – I – I’ll have to – I can't explain it – I can't explain
that without going back and looking at – at what Judy’s actually paid
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and tho – and looking at the invoices ‘cause I’ve – I find it hard to
believe we paid the invoices based on them being sent to Phil Elliott.
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GRAINGER:

And you – you certainly paid Mr Elliot his one thousand –

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- four hundred and thirty six dollars?

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Nothing?

WONG:

No questions from me.

GRAINGER:

Tony thank you for taking the time to come and see us. As I said to
you before I think there’s some compliance issues with the notice. I
ask you to go back and re-check the notice.

TURNER:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Make sure you have fully complied with the requirements of it. If you
haven’t and I don’t believe you have, please provide us with the
additional material.

TURNER:

Ehm.

GRAINGER:

Tony are the answers you’ve been given today true to the g – best of
your knowledge and belief?

TURNER:

Absolutely.

GRAINGER:

Have they been given of your own free will?

TURNER:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Has any threat, promise or inducement been held out to you to give the
answers today?

TURNER:

No.

GRAINGER:

(UNINTELLIGABLE) thank you Tony again, thank you for your time.
I know you’re – you’re busy and you have things to do so –

TURNER:

That’s alright.

GRAINGER:

The time is now 3:51 and the interview is concluded.
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passports
From: Phillip Elliott <"/o=exchangelabs/ou=exchange administrative group
(fydibohf23spdlt)/cn=recipients/cn=7c47447e80dd4955b7becd45edce2d9e-phil.elliot">
Tony Turner <
To:
@claytarget.com.au>
Date: Tue, 29 Aug 2017 13:35:58 +1000
Rebecca Cartwright
Govt Whips Office
Parliament House
6 macquarie St
Sydney
2000

Riverina Strata Management
Licensee: Phil Elliott JP, PSCM
PO Box
Mount Austin NSW 2650
T/F: 0269 257 437
M:
I: www.riverinastrata.com.au
Servicing strata and community schemes throughout the Riverina
Follow us on facebook
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Docs for Turner
From: Phillip Elliott <"/o=exchangelabs/ou=exchange administrative group (fydibohf23spdlt)/cn=recipients/cn=7c47447e80dd4955b7becd45edce2d9e-phil.elliot">
Rebecca Cartwright <rebecca.cartwright@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
To:
Date: Wed, 30 Aug 2017 13:56:15 +1000
Hello Rebecca
I’m not sure these are required to assist with Visa but if so I’ve attached flight confirmations etc
Phil

Riverina Strata Management
Licensee: Phil Elliott JP, PSCM
PO Box
Mount Austin NSW 2650
T/F: 0269 257 437
M:
I: www.riverinastrata.com.au
Servicing strata and community schemes throughout the Riverina
Follow us on facebook
From: Tony Turner [mailto:
@claytarget.com.au]
Sent: Wednesday, August 30, 2017 9:30 AM
To: Phillip Elliott <phil.elliott@riverinastrata.com.au>
Subject: FW: CATHAY PACIFIC OPTION FOR TURNER - FARE 1,955.07

Hi Phil,
Can you send this to Rebecca to add to documentation, according to Robert I require proof of airline booking and accommodation.
I have attached the Accommodation bookings I have made for the rest of the trip.
Can you add the info from Gordon re Guanzhou.
Sorry to be a pain, I didn’t know this was required.
Cheers
Tony Turner
National Executive Officer
Australian Clay Target Association Inc
Registered number A12282
ABN: 14 590 029 414
Phone +61 2 69382121
@claytarget.com.au

IMPORTANT
The information transmitted is for the use of the intended recipient only and may contain confidential and/or legally priv ileged material.
Any rev iew, re-transmission, disclosure dissemination or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon, this information by persons
or entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited and may result in sev ere penalties. If you hav e receiv ed this e-mail in error
please notify the Australian Clay Target Association Inc. on (02) 6938 2121 and delete all copies of this transmission together with any
attachments.
From: Phillip Elliott [mailto:phil.elliott@riverinastrata.com.au]
Sent: Friday, 25 August 2017 11:44 AM
To: Tony Turner
Subject: FW: CATHAY PACIFIC OPTION FOR TURNER - FARE 1,955.07

Have a look at this T and let me know if ok
This brings in the Cathay early flight home plus we all arrive about the same time anyway and all fly cathay affiliate to GZ
If you’re happy with that then you might flick Jeremy an email with card details or via me..whatveer is easy
Visa appln attached
Give me a buzz if any issues
Go on a tourist visa
Phil

Riverina Strata Management
Licensee: Phil Elliott JP, PSCM
PO Box
Mount Austin NSW 2650
T/F: 0269 257 437
M:
I: www.riverinastrata.com.au
Servicing strata and community schemes throughout the Riverina
Follow us on facebook
From: Where In Your World Travel & Cruise [mailto:sales@whereinyourworld.com.au]
Sent: Friday, August 25, 2017 10:14 AM
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To: Phillip Elliott <phil.elliott@riverinastrata.com.au>
Subject: CATHAY PACIFIC OPTION FOR TURNER - FARE 1,955.07

Where In Your World Travel & Cruise
1300 465 144
sales@whereinyourworld.com.au

VeiwTrp
in
iTrp
iCase

Itinerary

AddtoCaelndar

tIierary
n

We are pleased to deliver your documents through TripCase® , an awardwinning mobile travel app. Keep up with our latest enhancements and helpful
travel tips on our blog.
Trip to:
GUANGZHOU, CHINA
Reservation code:
RTKIFT
Passenger(s): TURNER/ANTHONY MR Airline Reservation Code: NP67C2 (CX ,KA)
TURNER/JULIE MRS
NXXW21 (CZ)

Friday, 08 September

QANTAS AIRWAYS QF Flight Number 2230
Operated by: /SUNSTATE ON BEHALF OF EASTERN

CONFIRMED
Departure:

WGA WAGGA WAGGA, AUSTRALIA
4:45PM

Arrival:

SYD SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA
5:50PM
Terminal 3 Domestic

Please verify flight times prior to departure
Class: Economy
Meal: Refreshment
Aircraft:DEHAVILLAND DASH 8-400
TURBOPROP

Duration:
1hour(s) and 5minute(s)
Distance (in Miles): 228

Mr Anthony Turner

Mrs Julie Turner

Seat(s): Check-In Required

Seat(s): Check-In Required

CATHAY PACIFIC AIRWAYS CX Flight Number 162
CONFIRMED, Confirmation# NP67C2

Saturday, 09 September

Departure:

SYD SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA
10:05AM
Terminal 1 International

Arrival:

HKG HONG KONG, HONG KONG S A R
5:50PM
Terminal 1

Please verify flight times prior to departure
Class: Economy
Meal:
Lunch, Refreshment
Aircraft: AIRBUS INDUSTRIE A333 JET

Duration:
9hour(s) and 45minute(s)
Distance (in Miles): 4570

Mr Anthony Turner

Mrs Julie Turner

Seat(s): Check-In Required

Seat(s): Check-In Required

CATHAY DRAGON KA Flight Number 786
CONFIRMED, Confirmation# NP67C2

Saturday, 09 September

Departure:

HKG HONG KONG, HONG KONG S A R
8:20PM
Terminal 1

Arrival:

CAN GUANGZHOU, CHINA
9:25PM

Please verify flight times prior to departure
Class: Economy
Meal:
Snack
Aircraft: AIRBUS INDUSTRIE A320 JET
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Duration:
1hour(s) and 5minute(s)
Distance (in Miles): 84
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Mr Anthony Turner

Mrs Julie Turner

Seat(s): Check-In Required

Seat(s): Check-In Required

CHINA SOUTHERN AIRLINES CZ Flight Number 3099 Tuesday, 12 September
CONFIRMED, Confirmation# NXXW21
Departure:

CAN GUANGZHOU, CHINA
9:00AM

Arrival:

PEK BEIJING, CHINA
12:15PM
Terminal 2

Please verify flight times prior to departure
Class: Economy
Meal: Complimentary Alcoholic Beverages
Aircraft: AIRBUS INDUSTRIE A380-800 JET

Duration:
3hour(s) and 15minute(s)
Distance (in Miles): 1179

Mr Anthony Turner

Mrs Julie Turner

Seat(s): Check-In Required

Seat(s): Check-In Required

CATHAY DRAGON KA Flight Number 901
CONFIRMED, Confirmation# NP67C2

Thursday, 14 September

Departure:

PEK BEIJING, CHINA
12:30PM
Terminal 3

Arrival:

HKG HONG KONG, HONG KONG S A R
4:15PM
Terminal 1

Please verify flight times prior to departure
Class:

Economy

Duration:

3hour(s) and 45minute(s)

Meal:
Lunch
Aircraft: AIRBUS INDUSTRIE A333 JET

Distance (in Miles): 1231

Mr Anthony Turner

Mrs Julie Turner

Seat(s): Check-In Required

Seat(s): Check-In Required

CATHAY PACIFIC AIRWAYS CX Flight Number 139
CONFIRMED, Confirmation# NP67C2

Saturday, 16 September

Departure:

HKG HONG KONG, HONG KONG S A R
9:10AM
Terminal 1

Arrival:

SYD SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA
8:10PM
Terminal 1 International

Please verify flight times prior to departure
Class:
Meal:
Aircraft:

Economy
Breakfast, Dinner
BOEING 777-300ER JET

Duration:
9hour(s) and 0minute(s)
Distance (in Miles): 4570

Mr Anthony Turner

Mrs Julie Turner

Seat(s): Check-In Required

Seat(s): Check-In Required

QANTAS AIRWAYS QF Flight Number 2225

Sunday, 17 September

Operated by: /SUNSTATE ON BEHALF OF EASTERN

CONFIRMED
Departure:

SYD SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA
11:25AM
Terminal 3 Domestic

Arrival:

WGA WAGGA WAGGA, AUSTRALIA
12:35PM

Please verify flight times prior to departure
Class: Economy
Meal: Refreshment
Aircraft:DEHAVILLAND DASH 8-400
TURBOPROP
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Mr Anthony Turner

Mrs Julie Turner

Seat(s): Check-In Required

Seat(s): Check-In Required

View Your Itinerary with TripCase

© 2008-2017 Sabre Inc. All rights reserved. TripCase is a servicemark of Sabre Inc.
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08 SEP 2017

17 SEP 2017

TRIP TO GUANGZHOU,

CHINA
Where In Your World Travel & Cruise
1300 465 144
sales@whereinyourworld.com.au

PREPARED FOR

TURNER/ANTHONY MR
TURNER/JULIE MRS
RESERVATION CODE RTKIFT
AIRLINE RESERVATION CODE

NXXW21 (CZ), NP67C2 (CX)(KA)

DEPARTURE: FRIDAY 08 SEP

Please verify flight times prior to departure

QANTAS AIRWAYS
QF 2230

WGA

SYD

WAGGA WAGGA, AUSTRALIA

SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA

Operated by:
/SUNSTATE ON BEHALF OF
EASTERN

Departing At:

Arriving At:

Distance (in Miles): 228

4:45pm

5:50pm

Stop(s): 0

Terminal:
Not Available

Terminal:
TERMINAL 3 DOMESTIC

Meals:
Refreshment

Duration:
1hr(s) 5min(s)

Aircraft:
DEHAVILLAND DASH 8400 TURBOPROP

Class:
Economy
Status:
Confirmed

Passenger Name:
» TURNER/ANTHONY MR

Seats:
Check-In Required

» TURNER/JULIE MRS

Check-In Required

DEPARTURE: SATURDAY 09 SEP

CATHAY PACIFIC
AIRWAYS
CX 0162
Duration:
9hr(s) 45min(s)
Class:
Economy
Status:
Confirmed

Please verify flight times prior to departure

SYD

HKG

SYDNEY,
AUSTRALIA

HONG KONG, HONG KONG S
AR

Departing At:

Arriving At:

10:05am

5:50pm

Terminal:
TERMINAL 1
INTERNATIONAL

Terminal:
TERMINAL 1

Passenger Name:
» TURNER/ANTHONY MR

Seats:
Check-In Required

» TURNER/JULIE MRS

Check-In Required
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AIRBUS INDUSTRIE
A333 JET
Distance (in Miles): 4570
Stop(s): 0
Meals:
Lunch, Refreshment
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DEPARTURE: SATURDAY 09 SEP

CATHAY DRAGON
KA 0786
Duration:
1hr(s) 5min(s)
Class:
Economy
Status:
Confirmed

Please verify flight times prior to departure

HKG

CAN

HONG KONG, HONG KONG S
AR

GUANGZHOU,
CHINA

Departing At:

Arriving At:

8:20pm

9:25pm

Terminal:
TERMINAL 1

Terminal:
Not Available

Passenger Name:

Seats:

» TURNER/ANTHONY MR

Check-In Required

» TURNER/JULIE MRS

Check-In Required

DEPARTURE: TUESDAY 12 SEP

CHINA SOUTHERN
AIRLINES
CZ 3099
Duration:
3hr(s) 15min(s)
Class:
Economy

Aircraft:
AIRBUS INDUSTRIE
A320 JET
Distance (in Miles): 84
Stop(s): 0
Meals:
Snack

Please verify flight times prior to departure

CAN

PEK

GUANGZHOU, CHINA

BEIJING, CHINA

Aircraft:
AIRBUS INDUSTRIE
A380-800 JET

Departing At:

Arriving At:

Distance (in Miles): 1179

9:00am

12:15pm

Stop(s): 0

Terminal:
Not Available

Terminal:
TERMINAL 2

Meals:
Complimentary Alcoholic
Beverages

Status:
Confirmed

Passenger Name:
» TURNER/ANTHONY MR

Seats:
Check-In Required

» TURNER/JULIE MRS

Check-In Required

DEPARTURE: THURSDAY 14 SEP

Please verify flight times prior to departure

CATHAY DRAGON
KA 0901

PEK

HKG

BEIJING, CHINA

HONG KONG, HONG KONG S A R

Duration:
3hr(s) 45min(s)

Departing At:

Arriving At:

Distance (in Miles): 1231

12:30pm

4:15pm

Stop(s): 0

Terminal:
TERMINAL 3

Terminal:
TERMINAL 1

Meals:
Lunch

Class:
Economy
Status:
Confirmed

Passenger Name:
» TURNER/ANTHONY MR

Seats:
Check-In Required

» TURNER/JULIE MRS

Check-In Required
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DEPARTURE: SATURDAY 16 SEP

CATHAY PACIFIC
AIRWAYS
CX 0139
Duration:
9hr(s) 0min(s)
Class:
Economy

Please verify flight times prior to departure

HKG

SYD

HONG KONG, HONG KONG S
AR

SYDNEY,
AUSTRALIA

Departing At:

Arriving At:

9:10am

8:10pm

Terminal:
TERMINAL 1

Terminal:
TERMINAL 1
INTERNATIONAL

Status:
Confirmed

Passenger Name:
» TURNER/ANTHONY MR

Seats:
Check-In Required

» TURNER/JULIE MRS

Check-In Required

DEPARTURE: SUNDAY 17 SEP

Aircraft:
BOEING 777-300ER JET
Distance (in Miles): 4570
Stop(s): 0
Meals:
Breakfast, Dinner

Please verify flight times prior to departure

QANTAS AIRWAYS
QF 2225

SYD

WGA

SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA

WAGGA WAGGA, AUSTRALIA

Operated by:
/SUNSTATE ON BEHALF OF
EASTERN

Departing At:

Arriving At:

Distance (in Miles): 228

11:25am

12:35pm

Stop(s): 0

Terminal:
TERMINAL 3 DOMESTIC

Terminal:
Not Available

Meals:
Refreshment

Duration:
1hr(s) 10min(s)

Aircraft:
DEHAVILLAND DASH 8400 TURBOPROP

Class:
Economy
Status:
Confirmed

Passenger Name:
» TURNER/ANTHONY MR

Seats:
Check-In Required

» TURNER/JULIE MRS

Check-In Required

Notes
CHECK IN FOR INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL IS 3 HOURS
PRIOR TO DEPARTURE. PLEASE RECONFIRM YOUR FLIGHT
WITH THE AIRLINE 72 HOURS PRIOR TO DEPARTURE. THANK YOU
FOR BOOKING WITH WHERE IN YOUR WORLD TRAVEL AND CRUISE.
Where In Your World Travel & Cruise
1300 465 144
sales@whereinyourworld.com.au
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FW: Payment made
From: Phillip Elliott <"/o=exchangelabs/ou=exchange administrative group
(fydibohf23spdlt)/cn=recipients/cn=7c47447e80dd4955b7becd45edce2d9e-phil.elliot">
POP Goldensample <goldensamplepop@gmail.com>
To:
Date: Tue, 19 Dec 2017 11:31:10 +1100
Hello Maybo
I had tony pay $70,000 aus which should be close to the amount you need
Any difference take from mine
Phil
From: Tony Turner [mailto
@claytarget.com.au]
Sent: Tuesday, 19 December 2017 11:28 AM
To: Phillip Elliott <phil.elliott@riverinastrata.com.au>; Phillip Elliott
<phil@g8wayinternational.com.au>
Subject: Payment made

Hi Phil,
Payment receipt attached.
I hope you are getting a break over the holiday period.
Cheers

Tony Turner
National Executive Officer
Australian Clay Target Association Inc
Registered number A12282
ABN: 14 590 029 414
Phone +61 2 69382121
@claytarget.com.au
”ACTA”

IMPORTANT
The information transmitted is for the use of the intended recipient only and may
contain confidential and/or legally priv ileged material. Any rev iew, re-transmission,
disclosure dissemination or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon, this
information by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited and
may result in sev ere penalties. If you hav e receiv ed this e-mail in error please notify
the Australian Clay Target Association Inc. on (02) 6938 2121 and delete all copies
of this transmission together with any attachments.
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International Payment Report

NAB Connect

Payment Status:
Payment ID:

Requires authorisation
44

Authorisation Details
Authorise!':

Signature:

Payment amount:
Value date:
Payment reference:

AUD 70,000.00
19-Dec-2017
ACTA Function Ce

Beneficiary:

Golden Sample International Ltd
83 Des Voeux Road Central
HONGKONG

Account No/TBAN:

883

Beneficiary bank SWTFT code: HASEHKHH
Beneficiary bank:
Bank country:

HONGKONG

ABA/Ted Wire/Routing no:
Chips number:
Sort code:
Overseas bank charge;

Remitter

Remitter:

ACTA INC
308 COPLAND STREET
2650 EAST WAGGA WAGGA NSW
AUSTRALIA

Additional Instructions to
beneficiary:

Settlement Details
Debit amount:
Pay from account:

AUD 70,000.00
ACTA INC/082-811

385

End of Report

Printed on 19-Dec-2017 11:13 AM
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RE: Detention Reminder - S1174 CNTR：
TCNU351490/40HQ incurred AUD2600 detention fee
From: Phillip Elliott <"/o=exchangelabs/ou=exchange administrative group
(fydibohf23spdlt)/cn=recipients/cn=7c47447e80dd4955b7becd45edce2d9e-phil.elliot">
Tony Turner <
To:
@claytarget.com.au>
Date: Tue, 13 Mar 2018 12:01:15 +1100
Morning Tony
Pay the thing, deduct from mine and I will chase Gordon
He hasn't got back to me since last week and I think he is travelling
Let's just sort the thing and get it finalised
Phil
Riverina Strata Management
Licensee: Phil Elliott JP, PSCM
PO Box
Mount Austin NSW 2650
T/F: 0269 257 437
M:
Follow us on facebook
-----Original Message
From: Tony Turner <
@claytarget.com.au>
Sent: Tuesday, 13 M
12:00 PM
To: Phillip Elliott <phil.elliott@riverinastrata.com.au>
Subject: FW: Detention Reminder - S1174 CNTR：TCNU351490/40HQ incurred AUD2600 detention
fee
Hi Phil,
Received again today (and three last week)
Cheers
Tony Turner
National Executive Officer
Australian Clay Target Association Inc
Registered number A12282
ABN: 14 590 029 414
Phone +61 2 69382121
@claytarget.com.au
IMPORTANT
The information transmitted is for the use of the intended recipient only and may contain confidential
and/or legally privileged material. Any review, re-transmission, disclosure dissemination or other use
of, or taking of any action in reliance upon, this information by persons or entities other than the
intended recipient is prohibited and may result in severe penalties. If you have received this e-mail in
error please notify the Australian Clay Target Association Inc. on (02) 6938 2121 and delete all copies
of this transmission together with any attachments.
-----Original Message----From: Mahsa | Sealion Cargo Australia [mailto:mahsa@sealioncargo.com.au]
Sent: Tuesday, 13 March 2018 10:54 AM
To: Tony Turner; arc.liu@longsailing.net; goldensamplepop; chinamitre10
Cc: 客服; 陈伟杰; Kevin | Sealion Cargo Australia
Subject: Re: Detention Reminder - S1174 CNTR：TCNU351490/40HQ incurred AUD2600 detention
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2036

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

fee
Hello Tony
Please advise on below.
Warm Regards,
Sealion Cargo Australia
Office: 1300 16 30 19
Mobile, WhatsApp, WeChat : +61
Sydney | Melbourne | Brisbane | Adelaide | Perth
________________________________
From: Mahsa | Sealion Cargo Australia
Sent: Thursday, March 8, 2018 10:17:43 AM
To: Tony Turner; arc.liu@longsailing.net; goldensamplepop; chinamitre10
Cc: 客服; 陈伟杰; Kevin | Sealion Cargo Australia
Subject: RE: Detention Reminder - S1174 CNTR：TCNU351490/40HQ incurred AUD2600 detention
fee
Dear Tony,
Our accounting advised they haven’t received the payment you made on 1/March yet.
In the meantime APL Shipping line is chasing for their payment.
Could you please send us a copy of the bank remittance today ?
Thank you
cid:image001.png@01D3330A.FAB2AEA0
Mahsa Mia Pedrami
Ph: 1300 16 30 19 – Mobile /WhatsApp /WeChat: +61
Head Office: Suite 11, 50-52 Urunga Pde, Miranda 2228 NSW Australia
Company Directory <https://sealioncargo.sharepoint.com/_layouts/15/guestaccess.aspx?
docid=0c886bd4c8e974886b423bb15ae103e72&authkey=Ab-DDVCVd_9oRZ-gMWGt1mM> | Our
Standard Terms and Trading Co <https://sealioncargo.sharepoint.com/_layouts/15/guestaccess.aspx?
docid=00e551a65aded4151be2e46e660c7a4d6&authkey=AbnrwFxFR0ruAxUI-sG-uhE> nditions
From: Tony Turner <
@claytarget.com.au>
Sent: Thursday, 1 March 2018 12:09 PM
To: arc.liu@longsailing.net; Mahsa | Sealion Cargo Australia <mahsa@sealioncargo.com.au>;
goldensamplepop <goldensamplepop@gmail.com>; chinamitre10 <chinamitre10@aliyun.com>
Cc: 客服 <cus05@longsailing.net>; 陈伟杰 <jaymac.chen@longsailing.net>; Kevin | Sealion Cargo
Australia <kevin@sealioncargo.com.au>
Subject: RE: Detention Reminder - S1174 CNTR：TCNU351490/40HQ incurred AUD2600 detention
fee
Mr Arc,
I was contacted by Sealion, on Wednesday the 7th February and told we were over the limit for time to
unload, we were never given any timelines in regard to unloading and were not aware of any of these
requirements.
I immediately had the container unloaded and returned Friday the 9th February.
It is totally unreasonable to charge us based on what “Sealion” knows and I don’t. All conditions of
carriage should have been known to us prior to shipping.
Terrible customer service from my point of view. The account will be paid today.
Tony Turner
National Executive Officer
Australian Clay Target Association Inc
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Registered number A12282
ABN: 14 590 029 414
Phone +61 2 69382121
@claytarget.com.au
IMPORTANT
The information transmitted is for the use of the intended recipient only and may contain confidential
and/or legally privileged material. Any review, re-transmission, disclosure dissemination or other use
of, or taking of any action in reliance upon, this information by persons or entities other than the
intended recipient is prohibited and may result in severe penalties. If you have received this e-mail in
error please notify the Australian Clay Target Association Inc. on (02) 6938 2121 and delete all copies
of this transmission together with any attachments.
From: arc.liu@longsailing.net [mailto:arc.liu@longsailing.net]
Sent: Thursday, 1 March 2018 12:02 PM
To: Tony Turner; mahsa; goldensamplepop; chinamitre10
Cc: 客服; 陈伟杰; kevin
Subject: 回复: Detention Reminder - S1174 CNTR：TCNU351490/40HQ incurred AUD2600 detention
fee
Dear Tony，
Good day !
This email is second time send, please face to this problem and reply us, thanks.
This is Mr Arc from Long sail shipping company sales Deparment. I'm Goldem Sample Company's
forwarder.
I sen this email for DDP term COC container TCNU351490 has incurred AUD2600 detention fee.
I have tried to apply discount and more free time with the POL shipping line.However they refused to
give any discount or more free time.
I am really sorry about it.Pls understand it and try to arrange the AUD2600 cost on time in case more
charges cost.
I will CC everybody who have connetd with this shipment,Shipper,CNEE,Australian Agent and Our
Company person.
If you have any request or good idea pls let me know also.For me I want long term business.I will do
my best to make the shipment best I could.Thank you.
Awaiting for your kindly reply soon.
p.s:Her is the details of the cost download from the carrier system.
________________________________
Your prompt answer and co-operation will be highly appreciated!!!
Best Regards/Arc.Liu(刘红兵)
Shenzhen Long Sail International Logistics Co.,Ltd.
Tel：0086-755-25129379
Fax：0086-755-25126659/25120516
Mobile：13620926979
web:www.longsailing.net
Email：arc.liu@longsailing.net
Wechat:
QQ:499969461/2218958805
MOC-NVOCC NO.:00631;
"A" Class licence NO:MOFTEC19527
Skype:Arc.liu
发件人： arc.liu@longsailing.net
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发送时间： 2018-02-28 14:38
收件人： execofficer <mailto:
@claytarget.com.au> ; mahsa
<mailto:mahsa@sealioncargo.com.au> ; goldensamplepop <mailto:goldensamplepop@gmail.com> ;
chinamitre10 <mailto:chinamitre10@aliyun.com>
抄送： cus05 <mailto:cus05@longsailing.net> ; 陈伟杰 <mailto:jaymac.chen@longsailing.net> ;
kevin <mailto:kevin@sealioncargo.com.au>
主题： Detention Reminder - S1174 CNTR：TCNU351490/40HQ incurred AUD2600 detention
fee
Dear Tony，
Good day !
This is Mr Arc from Long sail shipping company sales Deparment. I'm Goldem Sample Company's
forwarder.
I sen this email for DDP term COC container TCNU351490 has incurred AUD2600 detention fee.
I have tried to apply discount and more free time with the POL shipping line.However they
refused to give any discount or more free time.
I am really sorry about it.Pls understand it and try to arrange the AUD2600 cost on time in case
more charges cost.
I will CC everybody who have connetd with this shipment,Shipper,CNEE,Australian Agent and
Our Company person.
If you have any request or good idea pls let me know also.For me I want long term business.I will
do my best to make the shipment best I could.Thank you.
Awaiting for your kindly reply soon.
p.s:Her is the details of the cost download from the carrier system.

________________________________
Your prompt answer and co-operation will be highly appreciated!!!
Best Regards/Arc.Liu(刘红兵)
Shenzhen Long Sail International Logistics Co.,Ltd.
Tel：0086-755-25129379
Fax：0086
659/25120516
Mobile：1
web:www.longsailing.net
Email：arc.liu@longsailing.net
Wechat:499969461
QQ:499969461/2218958805
MOC-NVOCC NO.:00631;
"A" Class licence NO:MOFTEC19527
Skype:Arc.liu
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RE: Shipping costs and dispute
From: Phillip Elliott <"/o=exchangelabs/ou=exchange administrative group
(fydibohf23spdlt)/cn=recipients/cn=7c47447e80dd4955b7becd45edce2d9e-phil.elliot">
POP Goldensample <goldensamplepop@gmail.com>
To:
Date: Tue, 03 Apr 2018 15:57:01 +1000
Thank you Maybo
That would be great. If there is to be a refund send it to me if not already done as I deducted the
disputed figure from my fee to Tony
Phil

Riverina Strata Management
Licensee: Phil Elliott JP, PSCM
PO Box
Mount Austin NSW 2650
T/F: 0269 257 437
M:
M:

Follow us on facebook
From: POP Goldensample <goldensamplepop@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, 27 March 2018 9:01 PM
To: Phillip Elliott <phil.elliott@riverinastrata.com.au>; execofficer@claytaget.com.au
Cc: chinamitre10@aliyun.com
Subject: Re: Shipping costs and dispute

Dear Phil and Tony,
Very sorry for the happening this kind of thing that troubled you .
Before Tony arranged the payment ,I had communicated with the forwarder in
China again and again , and hope to make it clear it was Sydney agency 's
serous dereliction of duty , but failed.
So , we will return AUD 1950.00 to you . Pls check the attached credit note.
Thanks a lot.
Best wishes,
Maybo Wang

_____________________________________________________________________
ADD:
108 ,XIESHI ROAD XIECUN SHIBI,PANYU GUANGZHOU 511495,PRC
TEL:
1
FAX:
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On Thu, Mar 1, 2018 at 4:12 AM, Phillip Elliott <phil.elliott@riverinastrata.com.au> wrote:
Good morning Maybo and Gordon
I have instructed Tony to pay the amount and I will reduce my fee to them by the same
amount
My ongoing relationship to you is more important than the cost of this freight issue
Cheers
Phil

Riverina Strata Management
Licensee: Phil Elliott JP, PSCM
PO Box
Mount Austin NSW 2650
T/F: 0269 257 437
M:

Follow us on facebook

Volume 27

2041

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

Tax Invoice 002
Date: 31st October 2017

PROGRESS PAYMENT 2
AUSTRALIAN CLAY TARGET ASSOCIATION

PO BOX 466
WAGGA WAGGA NSW 2650

Description: CLAY TARGET ASSOCIATION-FUNCTION CENTRE & CLUBHOUSE
72 Tasman Rd, East Wagga
Tilt up panels formed and stood up in position
Part internal floors poured plus mesh on site
Sewer Plumbing roughed in to two sections of amenities
plus commercial kitchen, café and bar
Payments to mechanical contractor so air-conditioning units
can be ordered (specially built for job)
Payments to Structural Steel Contractors for all materials
and work to date (have sited all steel and manufacture)
Payments for operable wall
Electrical works
Total Ex GST:
$1,140,000.00

$

GST:
114,000.00

$ 210,000.00
$ 150,000.00
$ 100,000.00
$ 250,000.00
$ 350,000.00
$ 60,000.00
$ 20,000.00
Total Inc. GST:
$1,254,000.00

Total amount due on this Invoice: $1,254,000.00

EFT Payments to Account Name Davtil Pty Ltd BSB: 082-811 Account Number:
This is a payment claim under the Building and Construction Industry Security of Payment Act 1999.

ALL ACCOUNTS ARE STRICTLY 14 DAYS
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Golden Sample Co., Ltd
Address: F/2 section 4,NO.108 Xieshi Rd,Shi Bi Panyu,Guangzhou 511498,Guangdong,China.
Tel:

(86-20) 8327 8302/ 86 159 8911 9668

Invoice G610
To: Phll(phll.elliott@riverinastrata.com.au)
From:Maybo Wang(goldensamplepop@gmall.com)
Project Name:Furniture and Cutlery ltem(from China factory To ACTA,Wagga Wagga NSW2650)

1
2

2
3
total amount RMB

17,000.00
26,800.00
19,300.00 63,100.00

Form Sydney port to Wagga Wagga NSW 2650

5

Import GST=(goods total
value+one container's
(368,942 .26+17000.00+26800.00+59
850.00)*10%
value+ocean freight+sydney
local fee)*10%
total amount RMB

47,259.23

107,109.23

0 .
Total amount :RME5.6,3,100~oo+RIUIE:Sio7,1(l9..23=

RMB 170,209.23

.. · ....

Remark:
1. All the goods from factories to ACTA Wagga Wagga NSW2650 will need around 32 days(from
door to
door)
2 . The days is is calculated from receipt of all the payment.
3 .The payment term is 100%TT before delivery .

Account Detail:
Account Name:GOLDEN SAMPLE INTERNATION LIMITE
Bank Account No.
883
Bank: HONG KONG HANG SENG BANK LIMITED
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•

International

TAX INVOICE
ABN 14 160 593 242
PO Box 7373
MT AUSTIN NSW 2650
admi n@g8wayi nternational .com. au
0419 092 116
0269 257437

INVOICE #ACTA 201804
DATE : MARCH 1, 2018

TO: AUSTRALIAN CLAY TARGET ASSOCIATION

n
Order#

Authorised by

TERMS

Exec officer

30 days

QUANTITY

1

UNIT PRICE

DESCRIPTION

Agent Commission

TOTAL

Waived

Airfares Wagga-Sydney-Hong Kong-Guangzhou return

3,002.57

Accommodation Rydges Sydney
Accommodation Guangzhou (non GST item)

190.22
844.18

Less credit Container Cost/charges
(2,600.00)

Make all cheques payable to G8waylnternational or via direct deposit
BSB 012 823
a/c
G8wayinternational

SUBTOTAL

1,436.97

INC GST

53.89

SHIPPING & HANDLING
TOTAL DUE

1,436.89

t .11::w
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INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION

5

RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN INVESTIGATORS PAUL GRAINGER AND
TIM FOX OF THE INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION AND
SARAH VASEY AT WAGGA WAGGA ON 31 OCTOBER 2018
TIME:

8:37AM

PRESENT:

INVESTIGATOR PAUL GRAINGER
INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX
SARAH VASEY

GRAINGER:

This is an electronically record of interview between Paul Grainger and
Sarah Vasey currently at Wagga Wagga Police Station. The date is the
31st of October 2018 and the time now is 8.37am. Other than myself,
there are two other people present, and for voice ID I'll ask them to state
their names starting with you, Sarah.

VASEY:

Sarah Vasey.

GRAINGER:

And Tim.

FOX:

Tim Fox.

GRAINGER:

Thank you, Sarah. Sarah have you given your consent to have this
interview recorded?

VASEY:

Yes, I have.

GRAINGER:

During the course of the interview, I might show you some documents
electronically and bear with me as I refer to a small screen for a couple of
things. They be a bit, bit, bit disjointed. The scope of the commission’s
investigation is this. That since 2012 Mr Darrell Maguire, the former
member for Wagga Wagga, has engaged in conduct that involves a
breach of public trust by using his public office involving his - including
his duties whilst a member of the New South Wales Parliament, and the
use of parliamentary resources to improperly gain a benefit himself, a
company known to the G8way International and any associated persons.
Do you understand that?

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Sarah, can we have your full name, please.

VASEY:

Sarah Francis Vasey. I'm sorry.

GRAINGER:

Yep, I'm the same. Your date of birth?

10

15
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25

30

35

VASEY:
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10

15

GRAINGER:

Your best contact details?

VASEY:

My mobile which is

GRAINGER:

And an email address.

VASEY:

It's

GRAINGER:

OK, and what's your address, Sarah?

VASEY:

Right now I've recently moved. It's
New South Wales 2650.

GRAINGER:

OK now, Sarah, there's - to, to make this matter admissible, I'm going to
ask you to read a statement onto the record.

VASEY:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

Let's have a look at that, and if you're happy, yeah. Please just read that
onto the (UNDECIPHERABLE)

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Are you happy to do that?

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. So just read it in full, please.

VASEY:

This statement made by me accurately sets out the evidence which I
would be prepared if necessary to give in court as a witness. The
statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and I make it
knowing that if it is tendered in, in evidence, I shall be liable to
prosecution if I have wilfully stated in it anything which I know to be
false or do not believe to be true. I am 26 years of age.

GRAINGER:

Thank you, Sarah. Just to adopt a couple of things that I told you before
formally onto the record. As I said to you, this is a voluntary process.
You don’t have to take part unless you want to. You may leave at any
time and you may refuse to answer any question that either Tim or I put
to you, and are under no obligation to comment in it - on any document I
show you. The commission has coercive powers. We can force people
to do things that a normal organisation couldn’t.

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

But in this case, we are not using those powers. Do you understand each
of those points?

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

You’ve - I also explained to you earlier that anything you say or do will
be recorded and may later be used in evidence. Do you understand that?

VASEY:

Yes, I do.

20
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GRAINGER:

I've explained to you that evidence can be a number of things including a
commission’s investigation, a prosecution that may come from that, or a
disciplinary proceeding. We - you understand each of those thoughts?

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. Now, I told you before as well that we understand that may be - you
know - someone who's a personal friend of Mr Maguire and has been
employed in his electorate office for some time, and you may have
considerable loyalty to him. We understand that is fact. I need to advise
you though, that this is a serious matter and it should be treated as a
serious investigation and it shouldn’t be taken lightly. With each of those
points in mind, I require to advise you that pursuant to the Independent
Commission Against Corruption Act, it is a criminal offence to wilfully
provide false or misleading information deliberately to an officer of the
Commission who are exercising their functions under the act. Now, it
says - so there's no - absolutely no misunderstanding both Tim and I are
officers of the Commission, and this interview is one our functions under
the act. So anything you tell us today has to be true.

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you understand that?

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And if it is established later on that you have provided false or
misleading information to either to the Commission or to Tim and I
during this interview, you may be prosecuted criminally. Yep.

VASEY:

I understand.

GRAINGER:

So I've told you all the important things at this point. Do you have any
questions about any of those things at all?

VASEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

You're happy you understand everything I've told you?

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. Sarah, just give me a bit of background about your employment,
please.

VASEY:

So I started with Daryl in 2017 - April 2017.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

VASEY:

I was working for WIN News prior to that.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh, uh-huh.

VASEY:

And I didn’t enjoy it, so I quit.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.
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VASEY:

And I had no job to go to so Daryl gave me a job, and it was casual at the
beginning and then when the - while Parliament structured, the electorate
offices changed in -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

VASEY:

- that they were able to have three fulltime staff members. I came on
fulltime then and was with them right up until we were all made
redundant.

GRAINGER:

OK. So prior to your employment with the Daryl, you worked in, in
media?

VASEY:

Yeah, I was a reporter.

GRAINGER:

For a local newspaper here?

VASEY:

Yeah, for WIN News here.

GRAINGER:

WIN News?

VASEY:

And prior to that I was - I was only with them for five months and then I
was at G.W.N, which is Prime over in WA-

GRAINGER:

OK.

VASEY:

- for two years.

GRAINGER:

Does your - you have tertiary qualifications in, in media?

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So you started with Daryl in 2017 on a part time basis?

VASEY:

It was full time. It was what they would call an ATS, additional
temporary staff member.

GRAINGER:

OK.

VASEY:

And he had somebody leave him in Sydney, so I filled that position, but
here in Wagga, so they had a certain amount - each member had a certain
amount of hours or whatever to - that they got each year for this ATS
person.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

VASEY:

And I filled that until it switched over to the three fulltime staff members.

GRAINGER:

All right. So who did you - who left from the Sydney office?

VASEY:

I never met her. I want to say it's a Nicole -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

VASEY:

- but I, I don’t really know.
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GRAINGER:

OK.

VASEY:

It was pre-me.

GRAINGER:

So what - when you first started for Daryl, what duties did you do?

VASEY:

So, he never had a media officer before and that was my role. It was a
brand new role so it's was really hard in the beginning because I didn’t
know exactly what I needed to do. I would handle the social media, his well - getting media to events. So if he had an announcement, I would do
that. If journalists had any questions, I would also respond to those
questions. So I'd get his permission first before responding to them or if
he required anything from any of the minister's offices - extra
information - I'd go to their offices and get their media people to tell me
that information. I would help with his newsletters as well. We had that
go out to - somebody would do it but I would help collate it within the
office, and then I also did general office duties. So any - answering any
constituent enquiries, follow up reps as well - trying to think now. It's
been a while - and yeah, that was pretty much it.

GRAINGER:

Yep. So did, did you hold a EO1 or EO2 position?

VASEY:

EO1.

GRAINGER:

OK. And there were two, there were two EO2's in the office as well.
They were -

VASEY:

Alex -

GRAINGER:

- who?

VASEY:

- and Brenda. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Alex and Brenda.

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So how would you describe the proportion of your duties - media related
as opposed to general electorate work?

VASEY:

It depended on what was happening. So, if we had loads of
announcements - so that would normally happen when Daryl was back
from Parliament - it would be full on, but when he was away in
Parliament, it was kind of - a bit bored, but our - or I'd be organising
other things. So another thing I did forgot to mention was being
community liaison officer, so I would help community groups get grants.

GRAINGER:

Sure.

VASEY:

So, I'd let them know that community building partnership grants for
example, were open. So I'd send out an email saying apply for this, or if
they had any questions about what grants they could apply for because
they wanted - you know - new fences, I would help then find appropriate
grants for them to apply for.
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GRAINGER:

OK. The availability of a media officer, is that some - I, I, don’t recall
that being available to MPs who are backbenchers. Is that something that
was unique here?

VASEY:

It's not necessarily. It was, it's something that you’ve - when the third
electorate officer came in, that people were actually utilising then.

GRAINGER:

OK.

VASEY:

Because it helped with them - with their announcements.

GRAINGER:

OK.

VASEY:

Because I came from a TV news background, I knew how to target the
TV news here, so I'd organise all - to have all the interviews - people that
they'd need to interview in the one spot - one location, so it actually
promoted the member a lot more. I know that there are some - I sought
advice from one of the national members - he was also a backbencher, I'd
have a look at the book - one of his media officers to ask him in - when I
first started, some information about how he does his job, what he uses
and -

GRAINGER:

OK.

VASEY:

- things.

GRAINGER:

Bit of a learning curve to start with.

VASEY:

Yeah, it was because nobody else had that role prior to me coming in.

GRAINGER:

Did you know - whilst you were working for WIN, had you met
Mr Maguire through -

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- your role as a -

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- a journalist? Did you know him independent of that?

VASEY:

Not really, no.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh, OK. So how, how did you actually come to work to - with him?
He found out that you weren't happy with WIN and -

VASEY:

I was actually in the process of moving to Wodonga. My, my
grandfather was quite a famous General and he - I was talking to Daryl
about it on one of the times that I was interviewing him and I - just in the
cut away shots that you do - and mentioned it to him and said that there
was a book out about him, and he's like, "I'd be interested in that" and so
he got a book and he also got me a copy of that book, and I had been
distracted with being unemployed and trying to find employment, that I
hadn't gone and collected that book yet. So I contacted Daryl and said
I'm moving to Wodonga, I've quit my job, going to go with friend - sorry,
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friends - family down there, and - because I don’t have to pay rent, and
so I - I'm headed down that way and he said, "Don’t go" - like - "Come in
and see me and we'll work something out", and so that’s how it came to
be.
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GRAINGER:

So how would you describe your relationship with Daryl?

VASEY:

We are quite close.

GRAINGER:

You are friends?

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. Socialise together?

VASEY:

On occasion, I guess. Like, we - Daryl's helped me move my house
recently because I'm not able to lift anything, so it's been quite helpful in
that respect.

GRAINGER:

OK. What I think I'll do, is I'm just going to say some names to you.

VASEY:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

And I'll just you what you understand who - understand these people do
if you understand who they are at all. Have you name Gordon Tse?
T-S-E?

VASEY:

I have but I don’t really know who he is.

GRAINGER:

And, and what have you heard?

VASEY:

Just the name.

GRAINGER:

Just the name?

VASEY:

I don’t, I don’t know anything else I just know - the name sounds
familiar but I don’t - can't tell you why.

GRAINGER:

Something - was it something you heard in the office, or -

VASEY:

Not - I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

Don’t know, OK. Jimmy Liu, L-I-U?

VASEY:

Yes, I know the name. Does he work for UWE?

GRAINGER:

Yes.

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So tell me what you know about UWE.

VASEY:

UWE would often come to Daryl for advice on things. Like, they would
suggest something to him and he'd give his opinion. Daryl likes to give
his opinion on things, so -
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GRAINGER:

Well, what sort of things are we talking about? As in -

VASEY:

I don’t know specifically.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

VASEY:

He would just - UWE specifically would contact the office and for sometimes it was a constituent of Wagga - like, related. Other times it
was something to do with Daryl personally.

GRAINGER:

OK.

VASEY:

And if it was something to do with Daryl personally, we'd have nothing
to do with it.

GRAINGER:

Was - is UWE have a facility here - somewhere here in the, the
electorate?

VASEY:

I honestly don’t know. I haven't been here that long.

GRAINGER:

OK. And if - do, do you remember speaking to Jimmy Liu from UWE -

VASEY:

I don’t know -

GRAINGER:

- yourself?

VASEY:

- if I've ever spoken to him specifically.

GRAINGER:

OK. But you recall someone from UWE calling the electorate office is
that -

VASEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Do you know what the relationship between Daryl and UWE is?

VASEY:

I thought it was friendly. I - like, friendly in respect of - they had come
to him prior to me with issues that Daryl had helped sort out, like - I
don’t really know what the exact relationship is.

GRAINGER:

So the, the issues they helped sort out, do you know what they were?

VASEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

Now, how, how did you come to know this then?

VASEY:

I - because they had been in contact with us. I just presumed on a regular
- on a regular basis. I don’t really know how to say it - they - through my
time there, UWE would contact Daryl to ask questions about what he
thought about things, get his opinion on things. I just knew that there
was a history with it. I don’t really know specifically what the history is.

GRAINGER:

What about Joe Alha?

VASEY:

No idea.

GRAINGER:

No idea? He's a developer from Sydney.
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VASEY:

OK.

GRAINGER:

No?

VASEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

William Luong, L-U-O-N-G?

VASEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

No. What about Nisin Sunito?

VASEY:

Definitely not.

GRAINGER:

Tim Lakos?

VASEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

Phillip Elliott?

VASEY:

The only Philip Elliott I know of was Daryl's campaign manager, if I've
got his name correct. That’s, that it, and I only know of him.

GRAINGER:

That’s the right one, so do you know of - what do you know about the
relationship with Daryl between he and Phillip?

VASEY:

Just that he was his campaign officer - a campaign officer - a campaign
manager, and I've never met him.

GRAINGER:

OK.

VASEY:

Or if I have, I've forgotten who he is.

GRAINGER:

Have you heard of a group called the Asia Pacific Friendship Group?

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Well, tell us what you know about that.

VASEY:

Daryl was President of it and it was - it had whole heap of different
parliamentarians in it, and they met with Asian delegates who came to
New South Wales Parliament. Sometimes they'd go overseas of if - yeah.
They'd have - host things at Parliament House to raise money for - I'm
not too sure exactly what, but -

GRAINGER:

OK. So you said a few things there. Let's sort of break some of that
down.

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

There was delegations that came to Parliament.

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So what did Daryl do in relation to that?
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VASEY:

Most of the time they contacted Parliament House directly themselves.
So they would - the Black Rod's Office they would mostly contact, and
then the Black Rod's Office would get in contact with us, and then we
would arrange with Daryl's diary, when they could meet, and sometimes
it - they fell through because they didn’t have the right visas or they just well, got too busy doing the other things that they do, or Daryl wasn’t
able to go, or - yeah.

GRAINGER:

So why Daryl? Why would the, the, the Usher -

VASEY:

Because he -

GRAINGER:

- of the Black Rod contact Daryl?

VASEY:

Because he was President.

GRAINGER:

Of the APFG?

VASEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. And you said that, that there was overseas travel involved?

VASEY:

Sometimes they would go. I don’t really know specifically what it was
before I got there. It never - overseas travel with it didn’t happen during
my time.

GRAINGER:

With the APFG?

VASEY:

Yep. It didn’t happen during my time so I can't answer any of that.

GRAINGER:

And you said there was fundraising - charitable fundraising. Is that
right? So what was that for?

VASEY:

Yeah, from what Daryl told me, they would do fundraisers to raise
money for the Pacific hospital - Islands Hospital over there. I don’t
know exactly where it is, but they would raise money for that or see if
there was ways that they could get hospital equipment donated.

GRAINGER:

OK. I think you were in Daryl's employment doing work earlier this
year. Daryl went we understand to the - somewhere in the Pacific earlier
this year. You, you were aware -

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- weren't you?

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

What, what was that trip about?

VASEY:

I don’t exactly know but I know he's entitled to holidays so I didn’t really
question it.
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GRAINGER:

OK. So as the member of the electorate staff and the media officer at
that point in time, if someone said to you, "Where's Daryl?", would you
tell them?

VASEY:

Yes and no. It depends on if I had permission from Daryl to tell them. If
it, if it was yes then I'd say he's overseas on holiday or if I didn’t, I'd just
say he's not available.

GRAINGER:

OK. So do you recall if you had calls during that period in time that he
was overseas earlier this year to actually tell someone what he was
doing?

VASEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

Have you heard of Patricia Broderick?

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And who's Patricia?

VASEY:

She is to do with the Asia Pacific Friendship Group.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

VASEY:

She would assist on a lot of the events and she knew everybody in there,
so she - and because she was - I think she's in Sydney. I'm not too sure
on that one but she was helpful in terms of having the events run that
they had to do.

GRAINGER:

OK. Have you heard of Maggie Wang? Also Maggie Logan she goes by
the name of.

VASEY:

I don’t think so.

GRAINGER:

What about a company called G8way International?

VASEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

Just bear with me for a moment, I've got -

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So when you started in Daryl's office the first time, were you given a
copy of a, a code of conduct document that you were required to read and
sign?

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you remember doing that?

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And I think that’s put on your personnel file whilst you're -

VASEY:

Yep.
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GRAINGER:

It's all about parliament.

VASEY:

Yep, I still have it.

GRAINGER:

You still have a copy?

VASEY:

I believe I do.

GRAINGER:

OK.

VASEY:

I've moved house recently, so it's somewhere.

GRAINGER:

And did you, when you started working for Daryl, receive any training in
what you were required to do or what your ethical obligations were?

VASEY:

Yes. Can you explain a bit more when you say ethical obligations.

GRAINGER:

So a code of conduct sets a certain framework for you to - should have to
work within as an employee of the parliament.

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So I suppose the question is two sided. Did you A, receive any training
in relation to the requirements of the code of conduct and what you were
supposed to do or not supposed to do under that code? And did you
receive any other training when you started working for him - the office?

VASEY:

So it would have been May - end of May, beginning of June, I went to
Parliament House where I had two days of training there and they talked
about what you can and can't do, reporting on your member if they've
done anything, how important that is, those things.

GRAINGER:

OK.

VASEY:

And then in the office as well, Brenda was very specific on don’t do
anything that you're not comfortable doing.

GRAINGER:

Yep. Brenda would promote that view within the staff, is that right?

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And who conducted the training in Sydney? Do you know?

VASEY:

Somebody from Parliament House. There was multiple different people
because there was like, different lessons that you did.

GRAINGER:

This is a bit of a broad question, but I'll ask you anyway. As an
electorate officer or the media officer - I'm not sure how you refer to
yourself.

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

You're employed as an electorate officer in my understanding -

VASEY:

Yes.
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GRAINGER

- but your duties were somewhat different?

VASEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Have you ever been directed to do work that you are concerned about as
possibly leading to a conflict of interest?

VASEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh, and a similar nature, have you ever been directed to do work that
you were concerned may be involving a private gain of public expense?

VASEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

Now, hypothetically we've spoken about Brenda's attitude in the office
and your training at Parliament, if you were to come across something
like that, who would you have told?

VASEY:

Brenda.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh. And if Brenda fobbed you off and didn’t do anything about it,
where would you go to from there?

VASEY:

Mmm, I think that's a really hard question because Brenda wouldn’t do
that.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

VASEY:

So, it's either - Brenda was there for the majority of my time, otherwise
there was always Alex there as well, but I, I was never in a situation like
that.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh. And I guess hypothetical -

VASEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Are, are, are you aware of who you could have gone to outside the
electorate office?

VASEY:

I know I could've gone directly to Parliament House, as in human
resources and said I've got this issue and can you help me and all that.

GRAINGER:

OK. Now from time to time, Mr Maguire was required to prepare
returns, and there was two separate returns he was required to prepare.
There was one to the Parliament -

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- about his pecuniary interests and property he owns and that sort of stuff.
Secondly he had a return that had to be produced to go to the Department
of Premier and Cabinet.

VASEY:

Yep.
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GRAINGER:

That was as under his requirements as a parliamentary secretary. Were
you involved in the preparation of either of those documents?

VASEY:

One time I was. Not the most recent. When I first started I was.

GRAINGER:

Just tell me about that.

VASEY:

He had to fill out these documents. He filled them out and I had to send
them off. I know that at their end they lost it and then we had to fill it out
all over again and I know I sent it to them, and I believe I had scanned
and sent it to them. They said they didn’t receive it and - yep.
Something happened on their end.

GRAINGER:

Sure.

VASEY:

So we had to do it all over again.

GRAINGER:

So the document you send, and just run me through the process, how was
it completed?

VASEY:

So Daryl had to fill out any properties or any companies or anything that
he had and list their addresses, and he had to declare - I didn’t really have
much to do with it. I just know he had to declare things and then I had to
send it off to whoever I was supposed to send it off to.

GRAINGER:

Did you read it?

VASEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

Just emailed it off?

VASEY:

Well, I just had to go through and make sure he's filled out where he's
filled out, but besides making sure he signed and dotted here.

GRAINGER:

OK. There's a thing called the New South Wales Register of Lobbyists.
Are you aware of that?

VASEY:

I know that there's such things as that, but not that specifically.

GRAINGER:

Have you ever consulted it at all yourself?

VASEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK. So was the practise in the office if someone asked to meet
Mr Maguire, from your experience, would anyone actually consult that
register to see whether their - they were a registered lobbyist or whether
they were not on the lobbyist list?

VASEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

I just want to show you a couple of documents now.

VASEY:

Uh-huh.
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GRAINGER:

During the Commission's investigation, we've obtained email records in
the Parliament. So, there's some of your emails and some of the other
staff emails, and there's - I'm just going to show you some emails now,
and just go through some of them and get your recollection of the events
surrounding them -

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- and what you know, OK.
unfortunately because -

VASEY:

Yeah, that’s OK.

10

GRAINGER:

- I don’t have a lot of these ones on hardcopy. The first one I'm going to
show you is a document and it has - the Commission gives these
documents reference numbers so we can track what's - what documents
are what. When you’ve got 300,000 emails, it's good to keep track of the
numbers.

15

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

This in is number D-1-0-4-8-0-8-3-5 and it's an email from you.

VASEY:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

To the office of Anthony Roberts.

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And it was dated the 28th of April, 2017.

VASEY:

28th?

GRAINGER:

Of April -

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- 2017. Yes. Do you remember that - sending this email?

VASEY:

No. That was when I very first started so everything was, like, I think
that’s - I started on the 20th of April, so that was within the first week the second week.

GRAINGER:

Could I just - I, I, I'll show you the, the document. So there's an email
between yourself and Mr Roberts’ office and attached is a document
called Daniel.

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

You remember that?

VASEY:

No, not specifically, but I can explain why we just call it Daniel.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.
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VASEY:

That was because I was told that when you scan something in, you just
call it by the person's name, and then that’s how you attach it.

GRAINGER:

OK. This is a letter from Daryl to Anthony Roberts.
Planning Minister at the time.

VASEY:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

To the attention of Chief of Staff Mr Robert Vellar, it's, it's
correspondence from Matt Daniel of Pacific Planning concerning
Beamish Street, Campsie. That - so - we interested in why Mr Maguire
would be righting to Anthony Roberts about something in Campsie.

VASEY:

To be honest, I can't answer that. I don't know.

GRAINGER:

So you see there's interest in Mr Maguire. We understand that
Mr Maguire had a number of ways - a stamp, electronic signature, and
his texta that you signed with –

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So the signatures that are there, does that appear to you to be which of
those three?

VASEY:

That’s the texta.

GRAINGER:

You can tell by the letters that’s been typed by Brenda - the BT under the
bottom.

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Now, Matt Daniel is a planner in a company - was engaged with a person
I asked you - sorry, Joe Alha.

VASEY:

OK.

GRAINGER:

OK. You see it, it contains an email a series of, a series of emails
between Brenda and Mr Daniel about - sorry, Daryl and Mr Daniel about
a concern about this project in Campsie. So I, I take on board that you
had only been there for a week at -

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- that point in time. Was there any discussion in the officer about - that
you recall, about why correspondence like this was being drafted and
sent to Anthony Roberts?

VASEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

No. You don’t recall or there was none?

VASEY:

I - well, it's both.

GRAINGER:

OK.
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VASEY:

It was never something that we discussed.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh. OK. So in your experience at the time that you worked in the
office, was, was - were there times that Mr Maguire actually wrote - so,
he's a responsibility for both his electorate, which is what we're on of
course, and his duties as a parliamentary secretary for various other
items. Corrections, ANZAC, and I've forgotten what the other one was
to be honest.

VASEY:

Terrorism.

GRAINGER:

Terrorism. That’s it. He has responsibility for those. Items like this this correspondence about a planning issue at - in another area that you
sort of fall into any of those areas of responsibility.

VASEY:

I can't talk about this specifically, but I do know of other incidences
where people have written in, they’ve had nothing to do with the Wagga
electorate or they were once a constituent in the electorate and then
continue to come to Daryl because they - he fixed the problem that they
were having.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

VASEY:

So there was one woman who is in Sydney and she just had problems
with Department of Housing all the time. Daryl was no longer her
member, we've told her that she can go to her local member to have
theses problems sorted, but she still continued to go to Daryl.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

VASEY:

So, that wouldn’t seem unusual to me.

GRAINGER:

OK. Now, we've discussed the, the – sorry, just bear with me.

VASEY:

That’s all right.

GRAINGER:

Have you heard of a group called the Shenzhen Asia Pacific
Development Association? S-A-P-C-D-A?

VASEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK. I'm going to show you another email.

VASEY:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

I have to show you on my phone unfortunately.

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

This is a - and you were not involved in this email chain. This is before
you started -

VASEY:

Uh-huh

GRAINGER:

- in the office. I apologise for the size of this.
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VASEY:

That’s all right.

GRAINGER:

It's called the SAP-C-D-A MOU, and it's Commission reference
D-1-0-4-4-1-9-9-7. just scroll across and have a look at that and see if
you’ve actually seen that document before.

VASEY:

I can't recall if I've ever seen this.

GRAINGER:

OK. So I'm just going to show you another email. This is part of an
email chain between you and Mr Maguire, and recall we discussed a trip
this year. 2018 Mr Maguire went to the Solomon Islands and to
somewhere else. PNG I think.

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

This goes back a little bit. This is August last year, and I asked about the
Shenzhen SAP-C-D-A-M-M. it's also a - also known by the name of the
Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commerce Council. Have you heard that one?
Council.
Have a look at this email commission reference
D-1-0-4-6-2-7-9-3.

VASEY:

Can you pose the question again?

GRAINGER:

So, I'm, I'm asking if you recall this letter. It appears -

VASEY:

Roughly.

GRAINGER:

It appears that you have typed the letter from the email.

VASEY:

No, not originally. This one, no signature is underneath it, so Daryl did
it.

GRAINGER:

OK. So Daryl did it himself, did he?

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. So to put this on a letterhead, would that be something that you had
done yourself because there's -

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

We see the chain of the emails here. Is this OK - so - and you attached
the document to the email, which is actually the, the typed version of the,
the letter.

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. So we can see here that Mr Maguire has given you some text to put
in letter.

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Which was transposed onto the actual version that was attached.

VASEY:

Yes.
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GRAINGER:

When you were type - when you were doing this for him, did he explain
to you what this is about?

VASEY:

Not that I recall.

GRAINGER:

Having read the letter now -

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

You can see that Mr Maguire is advocating for some agreement between
Samoa and a Chinese city. Does that strike you as unusual?

VASEY:

I thought it was just part of his role as being Asia Pacific Friendship
Group President.

GRAINGER:

So did you just form a view when you were there that - and please tell me
if I'm wrong - that Mr Maguire's involvement with the Pacific islands or
China or Japan or Thailand or wherever, was all linked to his duties as a
Member of - as a Chairman of the APFG?

VASEY:

Yes. That is of my personal opinion.

GRAINGER:

That's your personal opinion?

VASEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And how did you form that view?

VASEY:

I didn’t see why else he would be involved in it.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall discussing with him at all that -

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Not the sort of thing you discuss with Daryl?

VASEY:

I thought that was his personal interest and if he wanted to talk to me
about it, he could talk to me about it but I wasn’t going to go ask
questions about -

GRAINGER:

His personal issues?

VASEY:

Well, yeah. Why he wanted to do all these things had nothing to do with
me.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh, OK. So it - we know that you started with Mr Maguire's office
in mid-2017. Is that right?

VASEY:

Kind of - April.

GRAINGER:

April?

VASEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. Late or early April, was it?
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VASEY:

Late April.

GRAINGER:

The letter we just discussed there is the result of a trip Mr Maguire took
to Samoa and Fiji and Vanuatu in, in early April of 2017.

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

You remember him going on that trip when -

VASEY:

No. it wasn’t my time that he went on that trip, I just knew he went on it.
I don’t know specifically what he was doing. I had nothing to do with it.

GRAINGER:

Do you know who went with him at all?

VASEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

Were you involved in the organisation of a dinner in Strangers' Dining
room in about May 2017 which invited a number of consul generals?

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. And what was your involvement?

VASEY:

I helped organise it.

GRAINGER:

And, and -

VASEY:

So I was working with Patricia Broderick on it.

GRAINGER:

To, to organise that?

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So what role did you take?

VASEY:

Booking the room, sending out invites to it.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

VASEY:

That was really about it.

GRAINGER:

Did you attend the, the -

VASEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

Did you travel to Sydney often with Mr Maguire?

VASEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

So your work was basically here in, in Wagga. Is that correct?

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Do you know what the purpose of that dinner was?
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VASEY:

I thought it was just part of the Asia Pacific Friendship Group. Like,
what they do.

GRAINGER:

So you sent a number of emails to consul generals.
determined the list of the people who were going to attend?

VASEY:

Daryl did, but I also sent it out to a whole heap of people that - Anita said
send it out to all the consul generals

GRAINGER:

OK. What about other MPs who are part of the Friendship Group? Were
they invited as well?

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. So you recall who you sent it to?

VASEY:

The -

GRAINGER:

The list.

VASEY:

The list of whoever was part of the APFG.

GRAINGER:

Was there much of a response? Did many attend?

VASEY:

I can't recall.

GRAINGER:

You also assisted in organising a dinner with the Premier and Treasurer
in September, 2017.

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And who - where did - what role did you take in that?

VASEY:

I organised it as well.

GRAINGER:

And what was that? A fundraiser, was it? A political fundraiser?

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Did the people who were invited - who determined who were they going
to be? Was it Daryl?

VASEY:

it was with Daryl. Daryl -

GRAINGER:

OK.

VASEY:

We sent out a whole bunch of invites to a whole heap of different people
and select few came back.

GRAINGER:

So the list of people who were invited to have dinner with the Premier
and the Treasurer, was that give to you by Daryl?

VASEY:

Yes, and it was I think formulated from a previous fundraising list.

GRAINGER:

So I assume the fundraiser was to fund Daryl's election campaign coming
up, was it?

30

Volume 27

Who, who

2065

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

5

10

VASEY:

There is certain climates that each member is - member -

GRAINGER:

Each liberal party member?

VASEY:

Liberal party member - sorry, that they have to fulfil with each of the
branches so that was what that was about.

GRAINGER:

OK. So some people that are invited to that fundraiser that I'm, I'm just
curious about what you know about them. You may not know about
them. Dolly Fu?

VASEY:

I just know the name, not specifically.

GRAINGER:

E.J. Ang, A-N-G?

VASEY:

(NO AUDIBLE REPLY)

GRAINGER:

G.T. Hu, H-U? Mr Hu is the Chairman of a company called Country
Garden.

VASEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

No.
And
you're
obviously
aware
(UNDECIPHERABLE) of Country garden?

VASEY:

Now I am.

GRAINGER:

Neil Mangelsdorf?

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Who's Mr Mangelsdorf

VASEY:

I'm - I don’t want to get it wrong, but I feel like he's from a transport
company, but I may be wrong on that.

GRAINGER:

What about Gerry McCormick?

VASEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Who's he?

VASEY:

He's - owns a local winery here.

GRAINGER:

is he a friend of Daryl's or, or who is he?

VASEY:

Yeah. I, I, I think all of those people are friends of Daryl and as a - they
were happy to pay the price to go to it and fundraise.

GRAINGER:

Are you a member of the liberal party?

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. Well, did you join when, when you started with Mr Maguire's staff?

VASEY:

No.
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GRAINGER:

No. Before?

VASEY:

After.

GRAINGER:

After?

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So -

VASEY:

Only recently.

GRAINGER:

Only recently? So some of these people I mentioned - Mr McCormick, is
he also a member of the local branch?

VASEY:

I honestly don’t know.

GRAINGER:

OK.

VASEY:

I'm part of the women's branch.

GRAINGER:

OK. How about William Luong?

VASEY:

That’s the second time you’ve mentioned him.

GRAINGER:

Yeah, yep.

VASEY:

Again, don’t -

GRAINGER:

OK.

VASEY:

Don’t know.

GRAINGER:

So the, the, the dinner was held in Sydney and you didn’t attend the
dinner. You said there was -

VASEY:

I did attend.

GRAINGER:

You attended this one, did -

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- you? OK. So just run me through what happened during the dinner.

VASEY:

So we set everything up.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

VASEY:

People came, they mingled with the Premier and the Treasurer and that
night there was something being decided. Like, there was - I don’t want
to call it question time - where they had to go off and vote and things. So
Parliament was running really late that night, so they had to keep running
back and forth and we were just - myself, the Premier, the Treasurer,
Daryl - I think it was just the four of us. We were rotating seats, so during each course, so that each person around the table got an
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GRAINGER:

Uh-huh. So when you were sitting - so you were hot seating around the
tables. What were the discussions that you overheard at the dinner?

VASEY:

I didn’t really overhear anything. I had lots of being questions being
asked towards what I was doing and how I knew Daryl and what-not, and
I just got back form America, so we talked about that.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you know of a person called Gordon Hines, H-I-N-E-S?

VASEY:

The name sounds familiar but I don’t know them.

GRAINGER:

Don’t know them personally?

VASEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

You know of them?

VASEY:

The name just sounds familiar.

GRAINGER:

There’s something to do with a solar project. So -

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Yep?

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. So just let me know - tell me what you know.

VASEY:

He wants to - still wants to develop a solar project down Lockhart ways.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

VASEY:

That - and that’s as far as I recall it.

GRAINGER:

There was some participation of the minister for energy, Mr Harwin to
come and take part in some official opening or something like that.

VASEY:

So when Mr Harwin was here, he had discussions with Lockhart Shire
Council about the solar farm project, and that was - that during his visit
in, in a pub discussion essentially.

GRAINGER:

Where all good decisions are made. In pubs.

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Was there some discussion do you recall, about another solar project
around Leeton?

VASEY:

I can't recall specifically, no.

GRAINGER:

UWE - Jimmy's Liu's company has a, a facility at Leeton.
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VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Which is - processes oaten hay. Does that ring a bell to you at all?

VASEY:

Yes, it does.

GRAINGER:

Does that assist you in a proposal for a solar project around that areas?
No?

VASEY:

No, sorry.

FOX:

Was Daryl advocating in favour of Mr Hines's proposal?

VASEY:

For Lockhart? Yes.

FOX:

Yep. And -

VASEY:

Because it was being - it would be very good for Lockhart.
encourage more people to move there.

FOX:

Do you, do you recall if that was why Mr Harwin came to Wagga?

VASEY:

No.

FOX:

No.

VASEY:

He came here to do a series of grant announcements. So that day we
made an announcement in Batlow, Wagga and Lockhart.

FOX

And so Mr Maguire took the opportunity to try and facilitate a meeting
with -

VASEY:

Yep.

FOX:

- Mr Hines and Mr Harwin?

VASEY:

He wasn’t there at all. Mr Hines.

FOX:

OK.

VASEY:

It was just Lockhart Shire Council.

FOX:

Right. Is Mr - have you met Mr Hines?

VASEY:

No.

FOX:

No. So you don’t know if Mr Maguire has met him either?

VASEY:

I have no idea.

GRAINGER:

When Mr Maguire appeared at the Commission - I've forgotten the date
now, when it actually was. OK, anyway - July, did you go to Sydney
with him?

VASEY:

Yes, I did.
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GRAINGER:

And what was your role?

VASEY:

I was there as support I guess, and if any media questions were to be
directed, they would be directed directly to me.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh. Did you come to the Commission yourself and you gave
evidence?

VASEY:

Yep. Yes, yeah. I was in there.

GRAINGER:

In the public?

VASEY:

I was in the witness room. That - or like - interview room, sorry. That’s
-

GRAINGER:

So the - we have the Commission’s hearing room.

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And there's a long corridor and there's a - and office down the end down
there or -

VASEY:

Yeah, and then you had like, where the public could sit and you could
watch there and then you have the media room down that end.

GRAINGER:

So were you in there with Mr Maguire when he was with his lawyers?

VASEY:

Sometimes. Not all the time though.

GRAINGER:

OK. Thank you. After Mr Maguire gave evidence and we, we don’t
need to go into the hereof what happened after that. Were you Mr Maguire subsequently indicated that he intended to resign his seat,
did you travel to Sydney after that to clean out his Sydney offices?

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. So what did you do there?

VASEY:

Spent a long time packing a lot of trinkets. He has a lot of ornamental
stuff.

GRAINGER:

OK. Were there files, files maintained in the Sydney office?

VASEY:

They were but they were really old. Like, from 2000 and something.

GRAINGER:

And what happened to those?

VASEY:

They were destroyed.

GRAINGER:

OK. So how were they destroyed?

VASEY:

I ordered a blue bin from Parliament House and just threw them all in
there.

GRAINGER:

OK. So who, who told you to do that?
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VASEY:

Mr Maguire.

GRAINGER:

It - are you aware of any sort of protocol that you should follow in
archiving official records?

VASEY:

From what we understood, if you don’t refer to it within the first year,
then you don’t need to hold it.

GRAINGER:

What do you mean the first year?

VASEY:

So when we did filing in the office, we would have anything from the
previous year in our big filing cabinet, and if we - the advice we got from
Parliament House was if we don’t refer to it within a year, then there's no
reason to hold onto it.

GRAINGER:

So did you get that advice from Parliament yourself, or did someone
else?

VASEY:

The office did. The whole office. We were all - we all heard it.

GRAINGER:

So was this a - an email or a verbal conversation?

VASEY:

It's in, it might have been in a document that was sent to us about
maintaining the office.

GRAINGER:

So you said there was lots of old documents there. What, what are we
talking about? What sort of documents were they?

VASEY:

There was stuff - he had artwork in his office by an aboriginal artist
which I can't remember the name of, so there was stuff to do with his
cases that he had, and then there was stuff on some Asian things, and
then a lot of old, like, budget reviews.

GRAINGER:

OK. So two things there. The aboriginal artist. What was that material?

VASEY:

He had issues like, he wasn’t - didn’t really read it specifically, but just
skimmed it, and he had issues with the Commonwealth, and Daryl was
assisting with that, but I don’t know how, how successful or the result of
it was.

GRAINGER:

Was that historically?

VASEY:

I think it was historical, yeah.

GRAINGER:

And you mentioned some Asian stuff there. What was that?

VASEY:

Like information on, like, booklets of stuff, like, businesses or from
previous trips that Daryl had done. I didn’t pay to much attention.

GRAINGER:

OK. Was it from - where in Asia are we talking about?

VASEY:

I think China.

GRAINGER:

Yep.
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VASEY:

but then there was some things from other countries as well.

GRAINGER:

OK. Did you go each thing individually to make sure he wanted to keep
it or not?

VASEY:

If we -

GRAINGER:

So, so to have - so you’ve gone to Sydney.

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

I assume with Daryl. He demanded to go to Sydney and clean the office.

VASEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Did Daryl give you any instructions about things he wanted to keep or
wanted to get rid of?

VASEY:

Only on the trinkets and to get rid of all the paper work because he didn’t
want it.

GRAINGER:

So your overriding instructions were to get rid of paperwork. Is that
right?

VASEY:

Yeah, the - and Daryl would make decisions on the trinkets. I wouldn’t
want to make decisions on the trinkets.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

VASEY:

He could he decide whether he was going to give them to charity or what
not. I just packed them.

GRAINGER:

Then you packed them into boxes, did you?

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

How did they get - where did they go? So -

VASEY:

So I left them in the office and it was Daryl's then responsibility to bring
them back.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you know if they actually came back?

VASEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

No, OK.

VASEY:

I did pack some documents away into that.

GRAINGER:

Yeah?

VASEY:

For Daryl to make decisions on.

GRAINGER:

Which documents were they?
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VASEY:

I can't, can't recall. It was just anything that I thought was still current
that we were doing in the office.

GRAINGER:

Did you have a discussion with Mr Maguire about files that were held on
the server?

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. Tell me about that.

VASEY:

So I'll have to check that this is what you're talking about, is when he was
resigning from Parliament, that the files that we had on our server, is that
-

GRAINGER:

What in Parl - in Parliament?

VASEY:

In Parliament, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

VASEY:

OK, yep. That was because when a member exists, everything gets
wiped, and so we were still trying to work to look after the constituents
and we wanted to make sure that everything was correct and that he
wanted to do it this way and I had to double track on some things so that
we could at least get copies of everything, should a liberal member get
back in, that we had something to refer back to and also so that we could
continue doing the right thing by our constituents.

GRAINGER:

So what did you do about it?

VASEY:

I liaised with the IT people.

GRAINGER:

Did you speak to Helen Minnican?

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And what did Helen tell you?

VASEY:

Helen told me that the way that Daryl had done it meant that everything
got wiped and there was not to be any record of it and I asked for - if we
could have a record of it so that if anything like any constituent issues
come up, that we could refer back to them.

GRAINGER:

So what did the IT people do for you?

VASEY:

They - I just had to refill out the form and get Daryl to sign it. We sent it
off and then I don’t know what happened then because they were just
going to put it onto a hard drive and send it to Daryl.

GRAINGER:

OK.

VASEY:

I don’t know how that went.

GRAINGER:

Do you know if the hard drive was delivered to Daryl?
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VASEY:

I have no idea.

GRAINGER:

OK. Once Daryl had resigned, did you keep on - keep in contact with
him?

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall an SMS message from him asking you to check whether
your phone had been bugged?

VASEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

What did you think about that?

VASEY:

I thought it was understandable that he would ask that and he's just been
through hell, and I didn’t do anything about it.

GRAINGER:

On - in September this year -

VASEY:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

- Commission officers has executed a search warrant at Daryl's home and
on that day, you received a phone call from his son.

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So what did his son tell you?

VASEY:

That they had visitors and that we may expect some in the office.

GRAINGER:

OK.

VASEY:

And I thought it was just a courtesy and to let us know what was
happening with Daryl.

GRAINGER:

And what did you do after that?

VASEY:

I told the office and then we were just kind of waiting.

GRAINGER:

OK. Did you have something you had to give to Daryl - were holding for
Daryl at that point in time?

VASEY:

I had some USBs of his that I did have to give back to him.

GRAINGER:

OK.

VASEY:

But I just hadn't had the opportunity yet.

GRAINGER:

OK. Did you give the USB to him?

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And what were the - what were the USBs?

VASEY:

USBs were of stuff to do with the case. The Country Garden's ICAC
thing.
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GRAINGER:

So where had you obtained those from?

VASEY:

We had got those from phones that he had because he wanted see what it
- potential evidence that there could be used or whatever, and it was just
for the lawyers.

GRAINGER:

So let's take a couple of steps back here. There's a few things to go
through here.

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So, it was information from phones. Who's phones were they from?

VASEY:

Daryl's phones.

GRAINGER:

OK. And -

VASEY:

But there was nothing on them

GRAINGER:

Nothing on the phones?

VASEY:

Nothing that we could get off.

GRAINGER:

So -

VASEY:

Like, we tried to copy what was on the phones to read them. There
wasn’t anything.

GRAINGER:

And, and who did that?

VASEY:

There was an IT person that we asked to assist.

GRAINGER:

And who was that person?

VASEY:

I can't recall.

GRAINGER:

A local person here in Wagga?

VASEY:

It's - yeah. We got a local person but I can't recall who that was.

GRAINGER:

So who instigated this idea of looking at the phones? Was it Daryl?

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. And when did that occur? So you had the, the USBs in your, your
possession?

VASEY:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

How long have you had them for?

VASEY:

Since we were at - in Sydney together for ICAC.

GRAINGER:

OK. So you had them when you went to the - to go and appear at the
Commission. Is that right?
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VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. And you remained in possession of them until - which was some
two months later? Why’s that?

VASEY:
I honestly didn’t forget about them, and I just didn’t have the opportunity
to give them to him.
GRAINGER:

Or was it the case that it was safer for you to hold them than Daryl
having them?

VASEY:

I honestly didn’t think much of it.

GRAINGER:

Did you look at the contents of the phone - the USBs?

VASEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

And when did you give them back to Daryl?

VASEY:

Sometime in September. A lot's happened since - it's Friday the 13th of
July, so I've moved house several times.

GRAINGER:

OK. So you, you are certain you gave them back to Daryl?

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And that was post the Commission exercising a search warrant at his
house?

VASEY:

Might've been. I'm honestly not too sure.

GRAINGER:

Well, if you had them in your -

VASEY:

I don’t have them now.

GRAINGER:

OK. So you -

VASEY:

But -

GRAINGER:

- had them the day we executed the search warrant, which we've
established.

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

It must have been after.

VASEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

True?

VASEY:

I just know that it was some time September.

GRAINGER:

So did you go and hand them to Daryl yourself? (ANNOUNCEMENT
IN BACKGROUND: COFFEE’S ARRIVED) Lucky Police.

FOX:

Please sort it out -
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GRAINGER:

Police have a coffee van.

FOX:

- for the day.

VASEY:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

I'm going to work for the police, I think. Barista service here. So did
you give them yourself to Daryl?

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. So where was that at?

VASEY:

In my home next door to the police station when I lived in unit 1/225
Tarcutta Street.

GRAINGER:

So Daryl came to you to get them, did he? And how did that happen?

VASEY:

He called me up and wanted to catch up for coffee, and - yeah.

GRAINGER:

And he came to you -

VASEY:

And he came over and I said, "I have some things of yours," and gave
them to him.

GRAINGER:

OK. So why did Daryl's son ring you?

VASEY:

Because he knows I can be trusted I guess, in the fact that I know how to
- the concern would've been that had he have called the office number,
Meagan Tuck could've answered and her reaction is never great. She is a
gossip, whereas I wouldn’t have gossiped about it, if that makes sense.

GRAINGER:

OK.

VASEY:

That’s how I view it as.

GRAINGER:

Well, was Brenda working that day?

VASEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

So who was in the office?

VASEY:

Myself, Alex and Meagan.

GRAINGER:

OK.

VASEY:

I told Alex first outside because I'm - again, I wasn’t sure how Meagan
would react because Meagan is a gossip.

GRAINGER:

So what did Daryl's son say to you?

VASEY:

Just that you - that there was some visitors and that they were quite intent
on something and that we should expect a visit. At first I thought that he
was talking about the media and then it clicked that it was you guys, and
so I was like, "OK" and then I spoke to Alex outside about it.
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GRAINGER:

So what did you do after that?

VASEY:

I went on lunch.

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

VASEY:

And then Brenda came in.

GRAINGER:

Did someone ring Brenda, or -

VASEY:

No, I think she was just coming in general.

GRAINGER:

How did Daryl's son say that he knew that the Commission was at his
home?

VASEY:

He didn’t say.

GRAINGER:

OK. Daryl sent you a text message - and I can show you the actual
message if you like - that indicated that he wanted you to print some
emails he had sent you and to bring them to him.

VASEY:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

Including some Westpac bank statements.

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And he gave specific instructions they were not to be shown to Meagan.
Why is that?

VASEY:

Because Meagan's a gossip.

GRAINGER:

But Daryl employed her.

VASEY:

I know, and we all had difficulties with that.

GRAINGER:

OK.

VASEY:

He didn’t bite the bullet when he should've and got rid of her.

GRAINGER:

So what were the emails? And this is after Daryl had resigned I think.

VASEY:

Yes. The Westpac one I can't recall specifically about, but the other stuff
had to do with his superannuation.

GRAINGER:

OK. He sent them to you to print in the electorate office to bring to him?

VASEY:

(NO AUDIBLE REPLY)

GRAINGER:

Doesn’t have a printer at home?

VASEY:

He had us do everything for him.

GRAINGER:

OK.

VASEY:

He's just technological challenged.

25

30

Volume 27

2078

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

5

10

GRAINGER:

OK. Not a techno-wizz.

VASEY:

No, he's not.

GRAINGER:

So when you handed Daryl back the USB sticks when you had coffee
with him, what did you discuss with him?

VASEY:

I talked about how - talked about how we were moving 'cause it wasn’t
that long before we moved and that I may need his help, and I can't really
recall what else.

GRAINGER:

But where did you have coffee?

VASEY:

In my house.

GRAINGER:

In your house, did you?

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Right. What do you mean by Meagan's a gossip?

VASEY:

So, say you came in and then after you’ve left, she would turn around to
you and say she - he used to work in a bank and when he was at the bank
he married Susie from Harris Scarfe and then they went off and had three
children together but of those children don’t - doesn’t behave very well.
Like, knows everything about everybody and is not the most positive
person.

GRAINGER:

OK. So what were the concerns about Meagan knowing that we had
visited Daryl's house?

VASEY:

Is that she could potentially tell people. That was my -

GRAINGER:

You concern?

VASEY:

My concern.

GRAINGER:

OK.

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

But at this point in time, clearly Daryl knows, his son knows, you know,
Alexandra knows.

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Brenda knows. So seems to me like there's a, a circle of trust and there's
one person not in the circle. Is that a fair way to put it?

VASEY:

Yes, but it was of her own making.

GRAINGER:

OK. Was anyone else aware the fact that Mr Maguire had had his phones
copied, downloaded and you were in possession of those items?

VASEY:

Not that I was in possession of them, but everybody knew in the office
that that had happened.
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GRAINGER:

OK.

VASEY:

It wasn’t secret.

GRAINGER:

Goodo. Tim, anything you would like to ask?

FOX:

No.

GRAINGER:

Sarah, at this point in time I have nothing further to ask you.

VASEY:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

I may need to clarify some aspects of this later on.

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And depending on where this matter goes, you may later on be required
to give some evidence somewhere. I don’t know yet. The thing we need
to discuss with you before we, we finish this -

VASEY:

Uh-huh.

GRAINGER:

Actually there's a couple of other questions I want to ask you before,
before we go down there. Since I contacted you and a number of your
colleagues to take part in interviews, what have you discussed together?

VASEY:

So this is just never ending.

GRAINGER:

Did you discuss the evidence that we might be asking you about or the
conduct of the office or -

VASEY:

No, just that we just want this to end.

GRAINGER:

The - have you spoken to Daryl about being - us talking to you?

VASEY:

I made him aware that I would be being interviewed, yes.

GRAINGER:

And when was that?

VASEY:

When he helped me move again. So -

GRAINGER:

So you told him I had contacted you and you were being interviewed?

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

You felt he needed to know that, or -

VASEY:

He's part of my support network. I don’t have any family here in Wagga,
so -

GRAINGER:

And what did Daryl tell you?

VASEY:

He said that’s to be expected.

GRAINGER:

Did he offer you any advice?
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VASEY:

No. Well, besides just tell the truth.

GRAINGER:

OK. The rest of your colleagues - have you discussed your potential
interview with them?

VASEY:

The only thing that I said to them is I don’t exactly know what they're
after. I haven't been with the office for that long, so I don’t know how
helpful or what they can expect to get out of me.

GRAINGER:

Sure, OK. Sarah, thank you for coming and talking to us. Appreciate it.
Just in closing, a couple of things I have to tell you.

VASEY:

OK.

GRAINGER:

This is an ongoing Commission investigation and as I indicated to you,
it's a serious matter.

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And there are certain restrictions placed on us, and now you by our act,
and that restriction is that you are not allowed to discuss what we have
spoken about here today with anyone without the prior consent of the
commission.

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

All right, so it's human nature you understand that if your colleague your former colleagues and your friends are going to want to know what
it was all about. We're not naïve enough to think that won't happen, but
it is in your best interest not to say anything.

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. And you're quite happy to say, "Well, what we've told, I can't
discuss it." Simple as that.

VASEY:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So you understand that?

VASEY:

Yes, I do.

GRAINGER:

OK. Um, do you have any complaints about the way either Tim or I have
conducted the interview today?

VASEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

Have we held any threat, promise or inducement to you to take part in the
interview today?

VASEY:

No.

GRAINGER:

Have the answers you have given been of your own free will?

VASEY:

Yes.
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GRAINGER:

And are they true to the best of your knowledge and belief?

VASEY:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. Sarah, thank you for your time. I will now conclude. It is 9.51am.
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Emailing: Daniel.pdf
From:
To:
Date:
Attachments:

Sarah Vasey <sarah.vasey@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
office@roberts.minister.nsw.gov.au
Fri, 28 Apr 2017 14:19:18 +1000
Daniel.pdf (403.55 kB)

Hi there,
Please find attached a copy of correspondence received from Matt Daniel of Pacific Planning.
Kind regards
Sarah Vasey
Your message is ready to be sent with the following file or link attachments:
Daniel.pdf
Note: To protect against computer viruses, e-mail programs may prevent sending or receiving certain
types of file attachments. Check your e-mail security settings to determine how attachments are
handled.
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Fwd: SAPCDA MOU
From:
To:
Date:

Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Adriana Lions <adriana.lions@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Fri, 31 Mar 2017 19:29:13 +1100

Sent from my iPad
Begin forwarded message:
From: "王晓牧 Simon Wang" <simon.wang@norfobest.com>
Date: 3 May 2016 4:30:23 pm AEST
To: "Daryl Maguire" <maguiretradingpl@gmail.com>
Subject: SAPCDA MOU
Hi Daryl
Please check the MOU in attachment.
Best regards
-----------------王晓牧

Simon Xiaomu Wang

中国区 总经 理

Director

深圳 诺 福佳品 贸 易有限公司

Shenzhen Norfo Best Trading Company, Ltd
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Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development Association

Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development Association
Memorandum of Understanding

1. Principle and Core Value
The principle of Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development Association
(SAPCDA) is to engage to developing countries to promote the commerce and trade as
well as charitable projects.
The Parties agree to the following principles for the relationship:
 Trust based relationship – a partnering relationship built on each party working
the basis of trust, respect and understanding.
 No surprises approach – a partnering relationship built on each party behaving
with integrity and in good faith, with appropriate knowledge and information
sharing.
 Open communication – a partnering relationship built on each party discussing
issues openly, being open to constructive feedback, and understanding and
respecting each other’s knowledge, expertise, operating environment, and
capabilities.
 Flexible – a partnering relationship built on each party taking an open approach
on differences of views and opinions and being flexible regarding the resolution
of any issues which may arise.

2. General Agreements
The basic agreements of operation include:
 SAPCDA consists of successful business men, women and companies, who look
forward to investing in Asia Pacific countries in sectors including tourism, real
estate, mineral resources, ocean resources, as well as the generosity donate to
charitable organization.
 Nation members have responsibility to share the potential investment projects, list
of resources, needs of community and special projects of charitable nature that
SAPCDA can assist to fund. Identify and communicate any future trends,
developments in the Local area.
 SAPCDA has full responsibility and voting right to review and select the
worthwhile projects that nation members submit. SAPCDA makes decision base
on the amount of fund required, return of investments, risks of investments etc.
For charitable projects, decision will be based on the priority of urgency, influence
to the community, amount of fund required.
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Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development Association
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There is no expectation of contribution by any of the nations invited to be members
of SAPCDA. Nation membership will be in honorary capacity
SAPCDA will review all investment and charitable projects annually, a
comprehensive financial report will be presented to the board and nation members
representative
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Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development Association

3. Code of Conduct
SAPCDA and its nation members agree to:
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Endeavour to work together on all issues where it is agreed the community will
benefit from a collaborative approach in a supportive manner.
Make every effort to accommodate, acknowledge or fairly represent any
dissenting view between the Parties.
Agree to act co-operatively and in good faith on issues of information and
disclosure. Innovations, operational actions, discussions and confidential
commercial information must not be shared with any third parties without the
approval of both Parties. However, information in the public domain may be
further distributed among usual channels and networks.
Acknowledge each Parties unique accountabilities and responsibilities.
Agree to investigate joint initiatives and opportunities between the two Parties.
These may involve other parties where appropriate.
In the case of disagreement and following consultation in good faith, nothing in
this MOU shall prevent the Parties from making decisions in their own interests.
At times, both Parties will agree to disagree.
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Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development Association

4. Signature and Stamp
_____________________________
_____________________________
Daryl Maguire
Hon. President of SAPCDA

Li Ming Hao
Chairman of SAPCDA

_____________________________
_____________________________
XXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXX

_____________________________
_____________________________
XXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXX

_____________________________
_____________________________
XXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXX
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RE: Update-DM letter.docx
Sarah Vasey <"/o=parl/ou=exchange administrative group
(fydibohf23spdlt)/cn=recipients/cn=svaseya3d">
Daryl Maguire <daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
To:
Date:
Mon, 07 Aug 2017 16:11:30 +1000
Attachments: DOC070817-003.pdf (495.26 kB)
From:

Is this okay ?
Sarah Vasey
Electorate Officer
02 6921 1622
waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
From: Daryl Maguire
Sent: Monday, 7 August 2017 4:06 PM
To: Sarah Vasey
Subject: RE: Update-DM letter.docx

either
From: Sarah Vasey
Sent: Monday, 7 August 2017 4:06 PM
To: Daryl Maguire
Subject: RE: Update-DM letter.docx

Is this the one you want ? not the second one you sent me
Sarah Vasey
Electorate Officer
02 6921 1622
waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
From: Daryl Maguire
Sent: Monday, 7 August 2017 4:05 PM
To: Sarah Vasey
Subject: RE: Update-DM letter.docx

7 August 2017
Dear Mr Chen Ruogui, Mayor of Shenzhen,
May I begin by offering my warmest words of congratulations on your appointment as
Mayor of Shenzhen City. I have many fond memories of your city and its people.
On a recent visit to the Pacific Islands including Vanuatu, Fiji, Tonga and Samoa in my
capacity as Honorary Chairman of Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commerce Council and Chairman
of NSW Parliament of Asia pacific friendship group, I met many government officials and
chambers of commerce, much was discussed.
Attached is a letter from Samoa chamber of commerce concerning a number of issues in
particular the sister city agreement and investment opportunities.
Your prompt response to the correspondence would be appreciated as it appears the
major initiative, the MOU sister city has lost its momentum and needs your personal
attention and intervention.
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I gave this personal commitment I would seek to reconnect Samoa and Shenzhen hence
this letter to you today. If I can of further assistance please do not hesitate to contact me.
In anticipation,
your sincerely,

From: Sarah Vasey
Sent: Monday, 7 August 2017 3:58 PM
To: Daryl Maguire
Subject: RE: Update-DM letter.docx

No worries !
Sarah Vasey
Electorate Officer
02 6921 1622
waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
From: Daryl Maguire
Sent: Monday, 7 August 2017 3:48 PM
To: Sarah Vasey
Subject: Update-DM letter.docx

Dear Sarah,
Please use this one and ignore the previous.
Thanks
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INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION

5

RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN SENIOR INVESTIGATOR PAUL
GRAINGER, INVESTIGATOR CAROL WONG AND LYNDA VOLTZ AT
PARLIAMENT HOUSE, MACQUARIE STREET 6TH NOVEMBER, 2018.
TIME:

10:54AM

PRESENT:

PAUL GRAINGER
CAROL WONG
LYNDA VOLTZ

GRAINGER:

This is an electronically recorded of int - interview between Paul
Grainger and the Hon – Honourable Lynda Voltz MLC at Parliament
House, in Macquarie Street Sydney. For the voice identification I
ask each person to state their name starting with you Lynda.

VOLTZ:

Lynda Voltz.

GRAINGER:

And Voltz is (spells) V-O-L-T-Z, is that correct?

VOLTZ:

That’s correct.

GRAINGER:

Carol.

VOLTZ:

Carol Wong, ICAC Investigator.

GRAINGER:

Today is the 6th of November 2018 and it’s currently 10:54AM by
my watch. Lynda as I explained to you prior to the commencement
of the interview, the Independent Commission Against Corruption’s
inv – is investigating an allegation that since 2012 Mr Daryl Maguire
the former member for Wagga Wagga has engaged in conduct that
involved the breach of his – of public trust, by using his public office
involving his duties as a member of the New South Wales
Parliament and the use of Parliamentary resources to improperly gain
a benefit for himself, a company known as G8Way International and
any associated persons. That’s the scope of what we looking at this
stage. Lynda have you consented to having your voice recorded?

VOLTZ:

Yes that’s fine.

GRAINGER:

A few things I’ve told you prior to the commencement I need to
formalise. I need to advise you that pursuant to the Independent
Commissions Against Corruption Act it is an offence to deliberately
provide false or misleading information to an officer of the
Commission exercising their functions under the Act. Any
information provided in this interview must be true and correct to the
best of your kn - knowledge and belief do you understand that?

VOLTZ:

Yes.
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GRAINGER:

This is voluntary you’re under no obligation to take part, ah the
Commission is not exercising a coercive power at this time, do you
understand that?

VOLTZ:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And this interview may form – oh sorry will form part of the
Commission’s holdings and maybe used as part of a public inquiry, a
criminal prosecution if one follows or a disciplinary inquiry if one
was to eventuate at some point in time. Okay Lynda your full name
please?

VOLTZ:

Lynda Jane Voltz.

GRAINGER:

Your date of birth.

VOLTZ:

Oh

GRAINGER:

Okay. Lynda you’re a member of the Upper House can you give me
an overview of your time in power at Parliament would you please?

VOLTZ:

I’ve been a member of Parliament for twelve years.

GRAINGER:

In Upper House (INAUDIBLE) –

VOLTZ:

Oh sorry so I’ve been in – in the Upper House for twelve years, I’ve
been the Deputy Whip for the Labor Party, I’m now the Shadow
Minister for Sport and Veterans Affairs. I sit on a number of
committees including Law and Justice and the ICAC Committees
and GPS C4.

GRAINGER:

Okay. We have an interest in a group called the Asia Pacific
Friendship Group now we’re aware or believe you’re a member of
that group, can you just tell us a bit about what that group actually
is?

VOLTZ:

Well I was originally a member when I came in. My relationship
with the Asia Pacific Friendship Group has been more through Daryl
Maguire and – and our trips to the Solomon Islands. So originally
when I came in the Labor Party was still in power at that point. The
Asia Pacific Friendship Group was an organisation that covered a
number of nations and at the time they were doing some small
charity works I think into orphanages particularly in Bougainville
and Papua New Guinea, but it’s essentially meant to be a – a – a
organisation through which those countries can have representations
in State Parliament.

GRAINGER:

Okay and – and what – what’s the role? What was the group
supposed to achieve?

VOLTZ:

Well Friendship groups they’re not my favourite thing because
there’s now a proliferation of them, but Friendship Groups are meant
to be a vehicle to promote areas of interest. So you’ll have
Parliamentary Friends of – of Greece which will mainly be members
of Parliament from – of Greek descent, that’ll work with the Greek
community, come in other organisations such as Parliamentary
Friends of rugby league a more kind of promotion of rugby league
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through the Parliament. So – so Parliamentary Friendship Groups
have different, it’s a bit of a moving feast, but the – Parliamentary
Friends of Asia Pacific is probably the oldest and longest standing
Parliamentary Friendship Group.
5

GRAINGER:

Okay just checking this recorders working, it is which is good. With
the Friendship Group, now you mentioned the Solomon Islands and
some charity work in relation to that do they – they try foster
anything else other than charity type work? Is it a business type
group, like encourage investment or things like that within New
South Wales.

VOLTZ:

Well it’s certainly not meant to.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

VOLTZ:

It’s not it’s role. Oh they do have some trade links I – I assume, but
trade should be done the Department, by the Government itself. As
a rule a Parliamentary Friendship Group wouldn’t be a vehicle for
trade – shouldn’t be a vehicle for trade, trade and investment I would
have thought. Certainly it can hold things that promote trade and
investment into New South Wales as in, you know, promoting New
South Wales trade into those regions, but it would be a strange mix
for a Parliamentary Friendship Group.

GRAINGER:

To promoting particular businesses for –

VOLTZ:

Yeah I mean the – the – the clerks would be able to outline to you
what the criteria is around Parliamentary Friendship Groups and it
seems to have gotten looser over time. They used to be reasonably
well – well – well maintained, for example there were no sporting
Parliamentary Friendship Groups until the last six or - six or so years
that – where there’s now prolif – pro – proliferation of them and
that’s been a st – shift within the Parliament that’s changed for some
reason.

GRAINGER:

We’ve obtained the Parliamentary policy and guidelines for the –

VOLTZ:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

- operation of those groups.

VOLTZ:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And they place certain restrictions on what they can and can't do.

VOLTZ:

That’s right.

GRAINGER:

And that includes things like they have to Parliamentary of nature,
they have to have certain criteria to use letter heads and that type
thing and they can't promote certain business transactions.

VOLTZ:

No it’ll – it’ll be – it’ll be similar to what we do with references for
court appearances where there’s certain prohibitions on us – on us
using our letter head for certain things.

GRAINGER:

Okay, now with the – this particular group you – I understand you’ve
been a member as you’ve told us since you commenced in the
Parliament?
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VOLTZ:

That – no I was originally a member.

GRAINGER:

Yes.

VOLTZ:

I haven’t been to a meeting for a while, but most of my dealings
recently with the group have been directly through Daryl mainly
because I’ve been running programs in the Solomon Islands.

GRAINGER:

Okay, and you said you hadn’t been to the meetings for w – when
was the last meeting you think you’d been to?

VOLTZ:

Oh I couldn’t – I couldn’t recall it’s wh – whenever Sonia Hon Hornery insists I come to one basically –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

VOLTZ:

Sonia’s you’re better – better person to talk to on meetings.

GRAINGER:

And what position does Sonia hold?

VOLTZ:

Sonia was originally the Deputy Chair of the Asia Pacific Friendship
Group when the Liberal Party took Government. I think she felt she
was being squeezed out at some points, but – but she’s always been a
part of that executive.

GRAINGER:

And these groups are supposed to be bipartisan?

VOLTZ:

They’re meant to be bipartisan, but – but –

GRAINGER:

it’s meant –

VOLTZ:

- they tend not to be these days.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

VOLTZ:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

So politics becomes an influence – influencing factor does it?

VOLTZ:

Well it’s – Governments like to promote themselves and you know
there are certain areas where you traditionally would have
bipartisanship, but – but again a lot of those traditions seemed to
have changed in the last four or six years which is a – a – a change in
political scene I imagine.

GRAINGER:

So until Mr Maguire’s resig – resignation I understand he was the
Chairman, Mr –

VOLTZ:

That’s right.

GRAINGER:

- Coure was the Secretary and Mr O’Dea was the Deputy – oh tre –
no he was Treasurer?

VOLTZ:

Treasurer, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

VOLTZ:

It should have been a Labor Deputy or co-convenor as we call them.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

VOLTZ:

And Sonia had traditionally always filled – filled that role.
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GRAINGER:

So how’s the decision made about who is going to hold what office
in that group?

VOLTZ:

Ah yeah well that – that’s politics that comes into it. They –
basically it can be a vote of the floor. Usually the parties pre –
there’s – there’s a discussion beforehand and it’s pre-determined
who will take what position. So – and there’s usually general
agreement about which party gets which role.

GRAINGER:

So the agreement for the current – so prior to Mr Mag – Maguire
resigning how long had that been in place for, it is like a yearly thing
they have to – you – have an agreement (INAUDIBLE) –

VOLTZ:

No usually the term of the Parliament.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

VOLTZ:

So every Parliament you re – you re-establish a Parliamentary
Friends Group and there’s actually a form you have to fill in, you
have to get fifteen signatures on the form and – and you have to have
a meeting and then you notify the clerks who the office holders are.

GRAINGER:

So every four years basically.

VOLTZ:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Now the – the meetings that you have been to, just tell me
about those what – how do they operate and what occurs?

VOLTZ:

Look meetings – meetings of the organisation actually rarely happen.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

VOLTZ:

Okay the – these become very informal organisations because
essentially and I – I – I’m on a number of other ones such as
Parliamentary Friends of Palestine what you would do is you’d have
a discussion with the other co-convenor or a couple of people and
say hey lets do this, you’d made a decision and then you just
organise an event. You actually don’t have meetings very often
unless you need one to – to fulfil the criteria of the Parliament.

GRAINGER:

So –

VOLTZ:

Al – although this groups different ‘cause it has a bank account.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So who would drive the, I suppose the – what the groups
gonna do for the next year?

VOLTZ:

It’d be the convenor Daryl.

GRAINGER:

Daryl would it be –

VOLTZ:

Yeah – yep.

GRAINGER:

- and so what ideas Daryl came up with was it put to some sort of
dem - democratic vote or was it just done?

VOLTZ:

Not usually, its just done. It’s usually at their discretion. Once
you’re the convenor it’s your discretion how you operate the –

GRAINGER:

Okay.
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VOLTZ:

- although you – you want to talk to people because you – you want
to say hey we’re doing this event can you bring your people along
and that’s normally what happens.

GRAINGER:

Did they – did the group have a yearly or bi-yearly function at all
ever?

VOLTZ:

Ah they have functions – well they haven’t had one for a long time
though, but that might be because Daryl’s not here I guess, but they
haven’t had one for quite some time and you normally get a
notification, and email notification that they are, that they’re either
doing an event with the Chinese community or someone’s coming in
or - and – and you get invited down to it.

GRAINGER:

Did you deal with Consuls General much at all
(UNINTELLIGABLE)?

VOLTZ:

Consul Generals do, yeah – yeah you quite often do, ah because
they’ll come to events if you are having an event you want the
Consul Generals or the Consul Generals want to put on an event
they’ll approach Parliamentary Friends and say hey we want to put
on this event can you host it for us.

GRAINGER:

Is that simply the statute of having it in Parliament or?

VOLTZ:

Yeah. Yeah it’s to have it in the Parliament and to hold it in the
Parliament you actually need someone to host it was the rule, yeah
it’s got a bit looser again on those rules, but you – you needed
someone to host it for you, but particularly if you’re in the Presidents
Dining room or the Speakers room you absolutely have to have a – a
host.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So have – have you ever attended some of these functions in
the in Parliament?

VOLTZ:

I – I go to so many functions -

GRAINGER:

Yes.

VOLTZ:

- I couldn’t tell you which ones I’ve been and haven’t. I have been
to some of them, but I couldn’t tell you when the last one was.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And is it really just a social get together, it’s not a business
type discussion?

VOLTZ:

No – no. It’s usually that there’s – it – quite often it’s more about d
– dealing with migrant communities in our own electorates. You’re
going because it’s a Chinese event and you have a large Chinese
community or you’re going because you’re of – descent of that, you
know that’s usually the r – the – the reason. You know s – some of
the events Sonia organises are a bit different ‘cause she does some
around Iran and women – the rights of women in Iran so they’re the
kind of events you do like to go to and attend, but – but a lot of them
are more just meet and greet and Consuls need to tell their people
that they’ve –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

VOLTZ:

- they’re – they’re in touch with the political classes I guess.
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GRAINGER:

Okay. So throughout the year with the group who’s responsible for
keeping records of meetings and – or how –

VOLTZ:

Secretary.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And we’ve come across the name of Patricia Broderick who’s
that person, do you know?

VOLTZ:

Patricia Broderick, I have no idea, but the name does ring a bell – oh
Patricia Broderick is – she’s from the United Nations, one of the
United Nations organisations?

GRAINGER:

(INAUDIBLE)

VOLTZ:

Yes, Patricia I’m pretty sure, I’ll have a look in my cards I think I
might have a card. I think she’s a UN, one of the UN – either the
United Nations Human Rights Commission or she’s United Nations
Women’s Organisation.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

VOLTZ:

Which would make sense for Asia Pacific Group. Sorry I’ve got a
billion cards, but I think that -

GRAINGER:

That’s alright.

VOLTZ:

- may be Patricia Broderick from memory.

GRAINGER:

She’s termed as a special projects officer, we’re trying to determine
wh – what her actual role is.

VOLTZ:

Well I – I – I’d assume maybe – I have no idea you’d have to.

GRAINGER:

So if the group, the APFG were to decide, and we’ll come to this on
the (UNINTELLIGABLE) shortly –

VOLTZ:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- that they wish to travel to overseas and how is that decided and –
and what’s the process –

VOLTZ:

Oh –

GRAINGER:

- for that?

VOLTZ:

- Parliamentary Friends Groups. Okay so I’ve done a few of these
into some other places, ‘cause we just did one to Turkey. Normally
it’s invitation for us to travel somewhere and the – the overseas
travel it’s more a tax deduction mechanism, whereas if you’ve been
invited to travel somewhere and you go as part of your – the – the
friendship group then – then you – it’s a tax deduction, so for
example we went to Gallipoli this year with the – and the Turkish
Consul asked us to go. They put together the program for us, so it
involved going to Gallipoli of course we went to some other places
like Ankara and met with some of the members of Parliament from
there, we went to Istanbul of course and had some meetings there,
but they were – they were essentially mainly around the ANZAC’s
and Australian Turkish links.
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GRAINGER:

So do you travel, in the example you’ve given there as Lynda Voltz
MLC or Lynda Voltz member of the APFG or in what category?

VOLTZ:

Yeah well I – I was going as member of a Parliament, New South
Wales Parliament and I was the Shadow Minister for Veteran Affairs
as well so I was going over for the ANZAC service, but – so – so
that would be the category that I travelled under – under there, you
do it as member of Parliament.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

VOLTZ:

Yeah, but you don’t – you - you – you’re part of a delegation from a
Parliamentary Group perhaps.

GRAINGER:

So is that opposed to the trips that are organised by the
Commonwealth Parliamentary –

VOLTZ:

CPA –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

VOLTZ:

Yeah. So the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association they’re –
that works on two different mechanisms. They have their
conferences for example, so I’ve attended one in Sri Lanka which
was the AGM. Which basically the Parliament has to send a
representative to and for some reason it was my turn. And then you
have study tours, so study tours used to be forty days, they’re now
twenty days and a member of Parliament can choose to go anywhere
in the world, but they must go to Commonwealth country as part of
the trip. So quite often if you were going to go somewhere in Asia
Pacific, you’d have to at least stop in Singapore or Malaysia
somewhere along the – the line. I did one into – I went to Indonesia
for a World Bank and in – international monetary fund conference
on corruption and transparency and government, but I also went to
Singapore to look at their stadiums there because their stadiums were
being quoted as competition to ours which they’re not, but you don’t
need to know about that political debate, but that’s how they should
be used.

GRAINGER:

Sure.

VOLTZ:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

An approval process for the first example you gave us the invitation
from a – the Consul General to go how is that approved?

VOLTZ:

It’s not.

GRAINGER:

It’s just (INAUDIBLE) –

VOLTZ:

It doesn’t need any approval.

GRAINGER:

You just go as, yeah.

VOLTZ:

You do – you can just go as yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So as the APFG, just go into that sphere now.

VOLTZ:

Mm.
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GRAINGER:

If you were to be invited as a member of the APFG is there approval
process behind that invitation?

VOLTZ:

No.

GRAINGER:

Or just go as well?

VOLTZ:

No, um as long as you’re using your own money to – to pay for the
trip you don’t need any approval process.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

VOLTZ:

You do if it’s – if you’re using CPA money.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Do you have to notify, for your exa – your example David
Blunt if you’re going to overseas on such a trip as the – the clerk of
the house?

VOLTZ:

No – no. I’d notify my leaders office, but I wouldn’t notify the
clerks.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

VOLTZ:

‘Cau – ‘cause the only requirement for me for the Parliament is that
I’m here during the Parliamentary sitting day, there are certain
requirements around that, other than that there are no requirements.

GRAINGER:

Okay so for those, as a matter of courtesy you’d tell the leader?

VOLTZ:

Yeah well is – particularly if you’re - hold a position such as Shadow
Minister I think Daryl was a Parliamentary Secretary –

GRAINGER:

Secretary.

VOLTZ:

- so he would have had to seek permission to take leave to go
overseas because if you’re – you know usually you do, I don’t – I’m
not sure if he – he would have, but – but usually you would seek
leave particularly if you’re a Minister or Shadow Minister ‘cause
you have to get someone else to cover for you.

GRAINGER:

A twin for you.

VOLTZ:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Pair so pair??? (UNINTELLIGABLE)

VOLTZ:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

I mean we touched briefly upon the policy before, but are you aware
if the policy allows for particularly APFG members to assist
individual businesses by making representations on their behalf? A
– a - as from a both a adherence to policy and a practical application
would that be something –

VOLTZ:

Not – not as an APFG, if you’re going to make representations you
make them as a member of Parliament and you’re bound by
whatever criter – criteria the Parliament puts down now as a member
of Parliament you can make representations for anybody and quite
often do I think John Robinson got in trouble for just that simply
because that’s your role to actually put forward someone’s –
someone’s argument it depends what kind of representations you’re
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making. And we are also bound by our own disclosure laws and
whole raft –
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GRAINGER:

Sure.

VOLTZ:

- of other things when you’re doing those kinds of representations.

GRAINGER:

Now as a member for Council you don’t have an electorate so you
have a – a encompassing sort of state role (INAUDIBLE) –

VOLTZ:

State, I have – I have duty electorates I have about five –

GRAINGER:

(INAUDIBLE) yeah –

VOLTZ:

- but yeah no I can go anywhere in the state.

GRAINGER:

But what you said there if a person, and you may not be able to
comment, but a person in the assembly who has an electorate the
idea of making representations for everyone in the state is that s –

VOLTZ:

They can't do that. They actually can't use their resources for that
there’s a good example is so during the election campaign or running
around doing announcements I can go anywhere in the state and
make an announcement as a Shadow Minister because I’m an upper
house member, but Jodi McKay who’s the member for Strathfield
can't use travel allowance to go and do an announcement anywhere
else, if she goes somewhere else outside her electorate other than the
Parliament or on a conference or – or – or a committee hearing she
has to pay for it herself.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

VOLTZ:

And so it’s – there are actually really strict rules about using
resources outside your own electorate.

GRAINGER:

I think it’s called the LSA is it theLogistical –

VOLTZ:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

(UNINTELLIGABLE) allocation.

VOLTZ:

Logistically Support Allocation. The – the – the – I don’t know
what he – his role under Parliamentary Secretary would be and in the
criteria there because they’re not represented – they’re not part of
your parliamentary duties. So if he was making representations as a
parliamentary secretary it’s through the executive Government.
Now Ministers aren’t recognised under the constitution I know this
is a difficult argument that’s why Ministers are normally also
appointed to the executive council because executive council is
recog – recomm- recognised and that’s how they can allocate money
for them to use those resources.

GRAINGER:

Alright so following on from that an example if – if, and we’ll do it
with Mr Maguire, if Mr Maguire was – still was a member for
Wagga Wagga and he’s making representations for a – say a
developer in Canterbury –

VOLTZ:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

- to someone.
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VOLTZ:

Yes well he shouldn’t be.

GRAINGER:

Okay and that’s –

VOLTZ:

There – there – there’s no way he should be doing that and so if he –

GRAINGER:

There – there’s an ethical aspect to that there’s also a – a – whether
it’s prohibited or not (INAUDIBLE) –

VOLTZ:

No well okay so you – you work two ways if – if you’re doing your
role as a Parliamentary Secretary then your correspondence is
coming through the Ministers office. So Parliamentary Secretary as
a rules get to write to ‘No’ letters. You know the Min – the Minister
doesn’t want to say no so the Parliamentary Secretary says yeah –
yeah we’ve listened to your story, but no thanks we’re not doing
that. If they were going to do representations (phone rings) sorry I’ll
just get rid of that. If they were going to do representations in their
role as a Parliamentary Secretary then it should be on Ministerial –
on their – their Parliamentary Secretary –

GRAINGER:

Yep.

VOLTZ:

- letterhead.

GRAINGER:

So as in a – and I’ll show you some letterhead later, but the typical
letterhead that Mr Maguire used was Daryl Maguire Member for
Wagga, Parliamentary Secretary for counter terrorism, ANZAC and
something else. And it was usually signed as Daryl Maguire
Member for Wagga and sometimes as Chairman of AFPG. So, I’ll
show them to you shortly and I’ll ask you to comment on them. I
am tryingto determine where the overlap is between your duties as a
Member of Parliament and your role within a Friendship Group and
from what I’m understanding that they are separate, but they’re
somewhat intertwined.

VOLTZ:

Ah yeah they’re separate well the Parliament – the Parliament works
as a – as a homogenous organisation. So the Parliamentary
Friendship Groups are part of their role within that. Now the – the
rules allow you to use your LSA for Parliamentary Friendship
Groups so once you’re a member of a Parliamentary Friendship
Group then yes you can use your resources for your role within that
Friendship Group, but I – that’s to – goes to the running of that
organisation. You – you’d usually more identify yourself as the
Chair, I’m writing to you as a Chair of a Parliamentary Friendship
Group to invite you to attend blah – blah – blah.

GRAINGER:

Sure.

VOLTZ:

And that’s – that’s the kind of way you do that.

GRAINGER:

And I’ve seen letter head which was the APFG letterhead which
appears to be the – the crest of the Parliament and that’s it. It’s a
very simple document.

VOLTZ:

Well you’d have to check whether it’s been approved for printing.
So anything you get printed on your logistics support allocation has
to be approved for printing by – oh God I can picture his face and I
can't remember his name and he’s been here for a hundred years, but
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– but there is a – there is a person that approves what – what you can
actually print and it has to go through that process –
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GRAINGER:

Okay.

VOLTZ:

- and there are rules around where – what you can use the crest on.

GRAINGER:

Yeah um so –

VOLTZ:

Although we use them on out t-shirts for the Parliamentary Sports
Club (laughs).

GRAINGER:

So just so I’m clear from what we said before that as Chairman of
APFG Daryl could pretty much act unilaterally without consultation?

VOLTZ:

Oh absolutely yeah – yeah. That wouldn’t be unusual and out of
character with other organisations.

GRAINGER:

I might just deal with the trips to the Solomon Islands that you’d
been on. I understand that there’s two.

VOLTZ:

I’ve been twice yeah.

GRAINGER:

Twice okay –

VOLTZ:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

So tell us about the first one.

VOLTZ:

So the first one was a – it was paid for by the Parliament from my –
I’m don’t think – I’m not sure if it was paid for by the CPA, it might
have been paid for by the CPA actually. So we have a twinning
arrangement with the Solomon Islands and Bougainville and part of
that twinning arrangement is getting better outcomes from
Government basically training staff and also to t – to promote
leadership and particularly the underrepresentation of women so I
think I originally went to the Solomon’s simply because they didn’t
have a woman to go. I think someone come – said please Lynda
come on this one, so I went over and there was Daryl, Don Harwin
who was the President of the House at the time, I think Mark who
was Don – worked for Don at the time. And I’m not sure if it was
David Blunt, but I – I got a feeling –

GRAINGER:

I think David did go.

VOLTZ:

- David – that David might have come. And that was basically to –
we were dealing with the Parliament on – on – on that occasion. I
tend when I go to countries and particularly, because my
backgrounds in sport, I was Chair of women’s rugby union and
played soccer for thirty seven years and have had a long association
with sport, I tend when I’m going to countries to take sporting
equipment particularly for girls and women as part of my – to
empower them to – to get them equipment and I know when I’ve
been to places like Gaza and Pakistan it’s the girls who don’t have
any sporting equipment so particularly try to target that, so that’s
originally how I got linked into the UN women there and do, and –
and went back to Solomon’s a second time.
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GRAINGER:

Ehm, so when you went to the Solomon’s what did you actually do
when you were there?

VOLTZ:

So we did do some Parliamentary meeting – some meetings with the
Parliament and some programs that were running over there. We
went to a hospital that’s run by sister Daly and I think they put
they’re – they’re from Brazil so the – the – the sisters that’s probably
about an hour outside of – outside of the Solomon Islands which
Daryl insisted we go to he hired a driver and he seemed to have
some relationship with them that was either from a previous trip
there, you know we did the normal stuff we went to a couple of
restaurants and – and – and things, but it was mainly to do with
Parliamentary –

GRAINGER:

Parliament.

VOLTZ:

- the Parliament, yeah I don’t even think we met with the Consul, I
think we met with the Consul shorty, but the next time I went I
actually ran some programs with the – the – the Australian Consul.

GRAINGER:

So the first time you went, and do you recall what year that was?

VOLTZ:

Oh I couldn’t recall, but I can look it up for you.

GRAINGER:

If I was to perhaps suggest October 2016, would that be –

VOLTZ:

That would probably be right, yeah ‘cause we back last year and I
ran – that’s when I ran pro – a program into the Solomon Islands
with the United Nations Women and the Australian Consul. They
asked me on the first trip to come back and run these programs.

GRAINGER:

Okay so on the – on this trip the first one in 2016 you described what
you sort of roughly did on that – that trip, did you all stay together as
group or?

VOLTZ:

Yeah we stayed at – there’s two hotels next to each other and I’m
just trying to think of the names of them, but yes we stayed in the
same hotel.

GRAINGER:

And what about the activities during the day were you all together
the whole time or did people split off and do separate things.

VOLTZ:

No I think we went off different – ‘cause I – at one stage Daryl went
down to – they’d been assigned – so there’s a little coffee shop that’s
on the waterfront and there was a sign about hospital needing some
equipment I think Daryl went down there, I went down there as well
to see what they needed and had a talk to them, I think Daryl came
as well just simply ‘cause we’d seen this sign and there was some
Australian nurses down there and Daryl bought some equipment and
left it with them just at the local hardway – hardware and talked
about getting them some more equipment in.

GRAINGER:

Okay that – what power tools and that type of thing was it I’ve -?

VOLTZ:

That’s right yeah.

GRAINGER:

I’ve seen a photograph of a –

VOLTZ:

Yeah.
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GRAINGER:

- a bundle of tools –

VOLTZ:

More hand drills and that kind of stuff yeah, it was stuff that didn’t
need electricity I think, but it was for people making prosthetics,
‘cause you know the conditions in that hospital were just appalling,
like, you know, they – they were actually plastering over
amputations because the rats were getting into them and they weren’t
healing and you know it was really – really bad conditions so you
know it – the – which is tendered to be why we were trying to get
some stuff into them.

GRAINGER:

Okay and did the APFG do some fundrou – fundraising for that
hospital?

VOLTZ:

Not for that hospital, so sister Daly, the - the nurses and again that
was Daryl I say – somehow he’d been there before and had some
contacts in Solomon Islands because we – I know we went to a
restaurant that was run by - a Chinese restaurant that was run by
somebody that was a mate of his and that was why we went there
and -

GRAINGER:

This is the first trip we’re talking about (INAUDIBLE) –

VOLTZ:

The first trip yeah. And ah then we – we went up to this other
hospital run by the nuns again pretty basic conditions, pretty bad.
And they – they really wanted some – they had some
accommodation down the back that Daryl said he’d get some people
over to help with, but he – he hadn’t done that the next time I was
back and sister Daly asked me if anything was happening and that’s
the second time I went back I came and spoke to him about getting
some fundraising going for them.

GRAINGER:

Alright, so that the Good Samaritan Hospital?

VOLTZ:

That’s it yeah.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So the first hospital you went to is a different hospital to
(INAUDIBLE) –

VOLTZ:

Yeah that was just down the road, that was just a – that was just a I
think a – one of those per chance kind of things we did.

GRAINGER:

And you said you had a meal at a Chinese restaurant –

VOLTZ:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

- operated by person known to Daryl?

VOLTZ:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

You don’t recall the persons name do you at all?

VOLTZ:

No the ho – the hotel was – it was back a bit from the waterfront and
it actually had a chairlift that goes up in it that’s why I remember I
could – I could look up the name of the hotel, but I – I assume the
person probably owned the hotel. It was a fairly large Chinese
restaurant they ran and they owned the Chinese restaurant.

GRAINGER:

Okay.
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VOLTZ:

And Daryl had been there on a previous trip and I know that he –
they’d had a big dinner on the previous trip that they’d been there,
but Don might be able to tell you more ‘cause I think Don had been
on the previous trip as well.

VOLTZ:

Is there a large Chinese population on the Solomon Islands?

GRAINGER:

Yeah they are. A lot of the unrest is around the – the Chinese
population there. So it’s a Chinese diaspora, a lot of the businesses
are run by Chinese there for example the one woman member of
Parliament that was in there the last time I was there was her
husband was a Chinese miner they – he was running the mine on the
island and I – I – I suspect that there – there was some controversies
around that.

GRAINGER:

You said you attended the Parliament did you meet any of the
Government members?

VOLTZ:

Yeah – yeah we – yeah definitely met the Government members?

GRAINGER:

Do you recall meeting someone by the name of Jimson (spells) J-IM-S-O-N –

VOLTZ:

Yeah Jimson rings a bell. Yes, but I’d have to look at the – I’d have
to look at the – if I’ve got them still the – we – we do have agendas
and we - and David Blunt should still have them on – on everyone
that attended.

GRAINGER:

We – we do have a copy of –

VOLTZ:

Jimson I think actually also used to come down to the hotel, he’s
from – is he – no maybe not. I – I - to be honest I – I wouldn’t –
won’t even commit to that, but –

GRAINGER:

I think at the time he may have been the Minister for – you say it as
Fi – (UNINTELLIGABLE) (spells) F-I-L-A-U from recollection
Filau.

VOLTZ:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And he’s a Minister for, I can't recall now, at the time he was a
Minister for something. So the second time you went –

VOLTZ:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

- Daryl went with you as well?

VOLTZ:

No.

GRAINGER:

No.

VOLTZ:

No he wasn’t on that trip.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

VOLTZ:

That – that was me by myself. So basically the United National
Women (UNINTELLIGABLE) who runs the United Nation
Womens - there’s – there’s a huge issue with women’s
representation it has the highest rate of domestic violence in the
world, she said how do we normalise women being members of
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Parliament I said well the best way is people seeing women members
of Parliament so I committed to bringing back some women from the
New South Wales Parliament and originally Louisa Wall and the
New Zealand MP’s were coming as well, but they had their elections
so they couldn’t and we ran a program with Netball New South
Wales sent some coach – coach – I paid for all the coaches myself I
took Jane Fardell from the Australian marathon team. been in the
Commonwealth Games at a few women’s sports and we ran
programs there for – for young girls, empowering girls in sport and
then the Australian Consul asked us if we – High Commissioner
asked us if we’d run a women’s leadership program about how to
run for Parliament and we taught them cheap electioneering
techniques you don’t need a lot of money, how you can build
networks and do all that kind of stuff and you know ideas that they
never heard before. So that was essentially that, but I did promise to
go back up and see sister Daly ‘cause Daryl had asked me to, so we
– we went back up there and she – she was desperate for funds by
that stage so I said I’d go back and talk to Daryl about getting some
more funds and see if there’s - seeing what was happening.

5

10

15

20

GRAINGER:

And they were APFG funds you were talking about?

VOLTZ:

Yeah well I asked about APFG funds, but I think in the end they
ended up with the – having the midwinter ball that they were going
to put some of the funds to – from that towards it, so I know I put
five hundred dollars into the APG account to go to the hospital, but I
don’t whether, if the money ever got there or not. Sister Daley sent
me an email at some stage asking me if there was money and if it
was coming and I said well yes there is, but Daryl’s handling it, but I
can chase it for her if she needs.

GRAINGER:

Did you chase it up with Daryl at all?

VOLTZ:

Ah I don’t think I did because I think shortly afterwards he may have
been in trouble.

GRAINGER:

Daryl left?

VOLTZ:

Yeah, well – yeah.

GRAINGER:

Um –

VOLTZ:

So they wanted to get about twenty seven thousand I think.

GRAINGER:

I’m sure Mr O’Dea can tell us if that occurred one way or another.

VOLTZ:

Yeah and it was always going to be an issue about how they got the
money in there without it being – the trouble with the Solomon’s is
you know corruption. They could do with a good ICAC.

GRAINGER:

That may be hazardous to our health if we do that I think.

VOLTZ:

Yes that’s right.

GRAINGER:

I’m just going to show you a couple of documents Lynda, and – so
you weren’t involved with this in any way, shape or form, but I’ll
start with –

VOLTZ:

I’ll just grab my glasses.
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GRAINGER:

From – from your involvement did you ever meet Trevor Garland?

VOLTZ:

Trevor Garland.

GRAINGER:

He, he’s the Consul General for the Solomon’s or the (INAUDIBLE)
–

VOLTZ:

Yeah I did -I – I will have met him. If – I will have probably met
him here in the Parliament possibly during CPA. Quite often we run
programs here for Pacific Islands here, so.

GRAINGER:

Ehm. And what about Sumsay Singin who was the Consul in
Sydney for PNG?

VOLTZ:

No I don’t recall meeting the PNG Consul.

GRAINGER:

As I go through these, these are, they’ve been numbered, they have
particular document numbers the Commission uses to keep track of
documents. The first one I’ll show you is document reference
D10437994. It’s an email from Daryl on his Parliamentary email
account to a number of Consular Generals and it relates to a – a body
called the Shenzhen Asia Pacific Development Corporation, have
you heard of that at all?

VOLTZ:

No.

WONG:

Sorry I’ll just correct that –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

WONG:

- it’s the Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development
Association.

GRAINGER:

Okay I always get it (INAUDIBLE) –

VOLTZ:

Right. Never heard of them.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And do you recall being – have they been discussed at APFG
at all?

VOLTZ:

Well not – not – not at anything that I’ve ever been too, but like I say
I’m not the most observant in these things. I mean usually they’re
under duress if I’m there.

GRAINGER:

This is the first document now it talks about an MOU.

VOLTZ:

Why would you view, – what’s the MOU about?

GRAINGER:

I’ll show you the MOU in a second.

VOLTZ:

Right okay.

GRAINGER:

So you have no recollection of any discussion or mention of that
before?

VOLTZ:

No – no, no one’s ever mentioned it to me.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

VOLTZ:

It seems an odd thing.
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GRAINGER:

The MOU relates to a – probably best I show you the MOU.
Actually I’ll show you another document before that and we’ll get to
the MOU. This document reference is D10437993. It’s an email
from Daryl Maguire to a person by the name of Simon Wang who
we understand is a Chinese national.

VOLTZ:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

It attaches a letter on Mr Maguire’s letterhead.

VOLTZ:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

I suppose again do you recall any discussion or anything about the
(INAUDIBLE) at all?

VOLTZ:

Not at all Sonia may, but I certainly don’t. I would have thought that
was not appropriate quite frankly.

GRAINGER:

Um, I’ll show you a copy of the MOU it’s attached to document
D10441991 this – which is a lengthy email between members of Mr
Maguire’s electorate staff and someone from the Fiji Consul
General. Have a read take your time.

VOLTZ:

Well that at least explains one of the conversations I had with Daryl.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Which one is that?

VOLTZ:

Um –

GRAINGER:

So if you’re referring to a paragraph here in the, the agreement?

VOLTZ:

Yeah well –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

VOLTZ:

- originally I undertook with the United Nations Women to bring
more sporting equipment back when we did our – we did our
empowering girls project and Daryl’s quite insistent that I source
them from China and that he’d arrange it for me. I said – I – I did
say that I wouldn’t be doing that that I’d just bring them back here
myself. So that probably – I – I thought it was a strange thing at the
time to be offering to get them from China for me and that he’d
being a whole container load. Wow.

GRAINGER:

You’ll notice in last page Mr Maguire’s described as the Honorary
Chairman of this organisation.

VOLTZ:

Well you can't use the tunnel – title Honourable for a start. Well
that’s a – I’m surprised that the New Zealand Consul thought this
was a good idea.

GRAINGER:

Well, we’re yet to talk to the New Zealand Consul to establish that
(INAUDIBLE) –

VOLTZ:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Um –

VOLTZ:

Um ‘cause I – I would have thought that’s a – well sorry, I’ve never
seen it before, but it’s a very strange approach.
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GRAINGER:

And I’ll just take you to the – the first document I showed you which
was D10437993. It’s been sent by Mr Maguire though it’s not
obvious here it’s from his Parliamentary email account.

VOLTZ:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

And you notice – you note the letters been signed off as the
Chairman of the Asia Pacific Friendship Group on his electorate –

VOLTZ:

Letter head.

GRAINGER:

- official letter head.

VOLTZ:

Yeah.

[Unknown female speaks in background: Hi – sorry, I’ll come back later].
GRAINGER:

So in relation to that just to confirm as a member you weren’t aware
of the – the – the APFG being involved in anything like this at all?

VOLTZ:

No I – I wasn’t, but again I think –

GRAINGER:

Others maybe –

VOLTZ:

Sonia – Sonia is – is –

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

VOLTZ:

- probably your best bet for this.

GRAINGER:

And actually reading that letter do you think it would be appropriate
that his – it was something that the APFG were involved in if they
were?

VOLTZ:

Well looking at the MOU I’d say that that was absolutely not
something that the – the – the Asia Pacific Friendship Group should
be involved. Absolutely not.

GRAINGER:

Okay.

VOLTZ:

It’s – it appears to be a cur – commercial arrangement.

GRAINGER:

On face from what we understand it appears to be a commercial
arrangement which was executed -

VOLTZ:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

- with a number of sovereign Pacific Islander Nations for -

VOLTZ:

In – in –

GRAINGER:

- Chinese entities to operate within.

VOLTZ:

Yeah we – probably one of our most certain, sensitive political
issues that we have going at the moment. And certainly not one the
State Parliament should be dealing with. And in fact that’s
important issue this is not a State issue this is a f – I – I’d be
surprised if the Federal Department was aware of this that they’d be
very happy.

GRAINGER:

I’m just going to share another document, again it’s written by Daryl
and he’d, not mentioning it, but it’s written again by ch – as him as
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the Chairman of the APFG. Its document reference 10444701. It’s
dated the 16th of June, 2016.
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Right.

GRAINGER:

So there’s two aspects to that you note that it’s written under the
auspices of being the Chairman of the APFG.

VOLTZ:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And again I – from your comments before, am I correct to assume
that this is not something you are aware of?

VOLTZ:

No I’m not, but he seems to have put it on Parliamentary Secretary
letterhead as well.

GRAINGER:

That was my next question.

VOLTZ:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

As a member of Parliament in your understanding of the
requirements would that be an appropriate letter to write?

VOLTZ:

Oh um I wouldn’t write that letter I – I wouldn’t it’s no that’s –
that’s not an appropriate letter to write. I mean this is essentially a
letter promoting a certain company to a potential buyer by the looks
of it.

GRAINGER:

In China.

VOLTZ:

In China. It – it – it – and you know he – he’s cites the China Free
Trade Agreement well again we have a Federal Department of Trade
that has a sp – specific mechanism those kind of representations
should be going through.

GRAINGER:

So within – within the State Government you understand the – the
Department of Trade – Industry and Trade I think it is within state –

VOLTZ:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

- is – is there somewhat of a, just – how shall I say it - a poor cousin
to the Federal Department?

VOLTZ:

But – well their – their role is to promote New South Wales
products. They – they – the – so if it was letter from the State Min –
Minister for Trade or their Parliamentary Secretary promoting an
Australian product then that would – that you could understand, but
to relate them in regards to one single company is – is – is what’s
difficult about this letter.

GRAINGER:

Okay. I mentioned the name Jimson, I’m sorry it’s Tanangada his
name is not Fiau I’m getting my people mixed up here. I’ll show
you another letter it’s Commission reference D10442374. Now it’s a
letter dated the 31st of March, 2017. It’s our understanding that in
early 2017 Mr Maguire again travelled to the Solomon Islands,
where he had a number of meetings. This letter relates to the MOU I
showed you before I’ll just ask you to read that. Again the letter is
signed by Daryl Maguire as the Chairman and it’s on Maguire
electorate letterhead.
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VOLTZ:

Ah, yeah, no. This is a letter that invites Pacific Island nations to
engage in commerce and trade with China. It has absolutely nothing
to do with the New South Wales Parliament.

GRAINGER:

Would that be something that the APFG were – would become
involved in?

VOLTZ:

No. (UNINTELLIGABLE) the – the roles of New South Wales
Parliament is to promote New South Wales and the citizens within it.
This – this has nothing – I – I mean an organisation that involves
Pacific Nations to engage – enjoy the common benefits in
commerce, trade, cultural exchange, innovation and agricultural
advances with our largest Asian neighbour therefore China it seems
bizarre. I’m assuming that’s the implication?

GRAINGER:

Yes. And it – it may be obvious, but a letter like that written on
what appears to be official letter head bearing both the crest of
Parliament on the right hand side, the crest New South Wales right
hand side and his - Mr Maguire’s positions would hold somewhat
more weight than if Mr Maguire was to write as Daryl Maguire a
citizen of Wagga Wagga. Would that be a fair assumption?

VOLTZ:

Oh absolutely. I – I mean it’s – it – it’ll be the influence of his
position.

GRAINGER:

Are there guidelines do you know of in – within the Parliament
about the use of these letterheads and that type of thing?

VOLTZ:

Well there – there meant to be for – the – the restriction is to use
them for your Parliamentary duties. So promoting trade between Fiji
and China is not part of your prop – your Parliamentary duties.

GRAINGER:

Have you met or are aware of Louise Waterhouse?

VOLTZ:

I don’t think so.

GRAINGER:

Louise is a member of the – the Waterhouse family, but they’re also
the Honorary Consuls for Tonga.

VOLTZ:

Oh actually yes I have met them. Now – now – now you mentioned
that –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

VOLTZ:

- I have met them and I can't recall where or why.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Um -

VOLTZ:

But I – I remember because it was such an odd kind of role to have.
I couldn’t quite see what the link they had was with Tonga. They
live somewhere in the Northern – Northern suburbs?

GRAINGER:

Northern suburbs yes (UNINTELLIGABLE) myself.

VOLTZ:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- there myself. Ms – Ms Waterhouse was involved in some of the
organisation for Mr Maguire’s trip in 2017.

VOLTZ:

Mm.
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GRAINGER:

Now we understand during the course of that trip and I’ll – I’ll tell
you this on the basis of just comment from you, Mr Maguire
travelled to Vanuatu, Fiji, Samoa, Tonga, that’s it as part of this trip.

VOLTZ:

Right.

GRAINGER:

Now if that trip were to be conducted by the APFG would there be a
record somewhere of that?

VOLTZ:

There’d be a letter sent out, there would have been a letter. If it was a
APFG delegation there’d be a letter.

GRAINGER:

And when you visit the Parliaments of say other sovereign nations,
what – what’s the protocol for obtaining introductions and –

VOLTZ:

Normally I’d get the clerk to write or the clerk would give me –
when I’ve gone to other Parliaments, Singapore for example when I
was on my CPA David Blunt actually set up the meeting for me. I
mean if you have your own contacts you can use them, but as a rule
if I don’t I’d – I’d go through the clerks.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. Is there some sort of protocol that has to be adopted if you
going to, as a member of the New South Wales Parliament, to – to
someone say DFAT have you know that you are going or?

VOLTZ:

No – no – no.

GRAINGER:

And you can only comment from the previous time your party was in
Government.

VOLTZ:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

And if you were to be – I suppose what – what’s the normality if you
are to be speaking to foreign dignitaries and promoting New South
Wales is the etiquette or the protocol that you a – you advise the
relevant Minister about the things you are going to be talking about?

VOLTZ:

A – well, yes and no depending on – on who and what you are. So I
worked for the Minister for Tourism obviously she would be
promoting her –

GRAINGER:

Yes.

VOLTZ:

- her things. Actually probably someone to talk to would be Jeff
Hunter who was the member for Lake Macquarie ‘cause he was the
previous Chair of the Asia Pacific –

GRAINGER:

Yes.

VOLTZ:

- Friendship Group and I do recall there was always a bit of issue
about Jeff going places as part of the Asia Pacific Friendship Group
promoting tourism, but he did always let us know when he was
going.

GRAINGER:

Okay – okay. So there’s no sort of set – I suppose protocol or
agreement or understanding between those who are say in the Upper
House or Backbenchers and the Ministers that sit in the various
houses about if I’m going to say China and I’m going to talk about
trade you should let the relevant Minister know?
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VOLTZ:

Oh yeah absolutely let the Ministers office – you let the Ministers
office know at the very least, you don’t tread in someone else’s area
it’s a – it’s a big no – no. You don’t –

GRAINGER:

That’s – that’s a courtesy is it?

VOLTZ:

It’s a huge courtesy. It’s like you don’t deal in someone else’s
electorate without letting them know you don’t cross boundaries. It
doesn’t – doesn’t mean people don’t and that’s when you have these
big fights that comes up in the paper, but as a rule you don’t – you
don’t cross boundaries.

GRAINGER:

Just in relation to Miss Waterhouse do you recall her attending
functions in the APFG at all the ones you been to?

VOLTZ:

I’m just trying to think, I can't – look I can't remember which
function I met her at, but it was something that was really strange
and it seemed an odd place for her to be and I – for the life of me I
can't it - it – it’s only that you said she was the Honorary for Tonga
that it sticks in my mind because it was odd at the time. You got to
remember I do about twenty or thirty functions a week sometimes so
it’s – it’s difficult to keep up.

GRAINGER:

Lynda at this point I’ve nothing further to ask you I might need to
clarify some aspects with you later on, but I will definitely speak to
some of your colleagues about their understanding of what occurred.
I’ll finalise this now thank you for taking the time to talk to us, do
you have any complaints about the way – you want to ask something
Carol?

WONG:

I don’t have anything else –

GRAINGER:

No, okay.

WONG:

- to ask.

GRAINGER:

Any complaints about Carol or I conducted the interview?

VOLTZ:

No you’re fine.

GRAINGER:

Is information provided today been true to your best knowledge and
belief?

VOLTZ:

Yeah as far as I can p – yeah best – best that I can recall.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Have we offered any threat, promise or inducement to you to
take part in the interview today?

VOLTZ:

No, these must be the new protocols we put in place is it?

GRAINGER:

Um, and this is a current investigation –

VOLTZ:

Mm.

GRAINGER:

- and some of the things I’ve shown you today are covered by the
secrecy agreements within the Commission, so I ask you not to
discuss them outside.

VOLTZ:

Yeah.
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GRAINGER:

Thank you for taking the time to speak to us again today Lynda and
the time is now 11:52AM and I finish the interview.

END OF INTERVIEW
5

Volume 27

2117

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

Good morning Gentelmen ,
From:
To:
Cc:
Date:

daryl.maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Trevor Garland <consul@solomedic.net>, consulgeneral@samoacgs.com.au, sumsay.singin@gmail.com
"王晓牧 Simon Wang" <simon.wang@norfobest.com>
Wed, 04 May 2016 09:19:07 +1000

Good Morning Consuls Generals, Gentlemen ,I have received the draft copy of the proposed MOU and have edited it . I am happy with the final
document which I will send to you soon for your appraisal.
Have you managed to contact your respective Peak commercial organisation in Somoa, Solomon Islands and PNG ?
We discussed also obtaining a report on the dynamics of each country , economic opportunities challenges , social requirements , ect .
We should aim to be in agreement by next Monday as I would like to get these MOU s agreed to and actioned next week and have the reports
available for the Schengen board of management .
I will then decide how we get the documents signed either by you as their representative in Australia ,emailed to them to sign or I fly to each
country meet them and sign .
The latter would take a little more to arrange , but the priority is to get basic agreement ASAP.
Can you please advise how discussions are progressing with Fiji, Vanuatu, ? And if they are interested in Joining the group .
Your prompt response would be appreciated ,
Kind Regards Daryl
Sent from my iPad
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Fwd: Letter to Mr Li Ho Yuen
From:
To:
Date:
Attachments:

Daryl Maguire <"/o=parl/ou=exchange administrative group (fydibohf23spdlt)/cn=recipients/cn=amaguired63">
"王晓牧 Simon Wang" <simon.wang@norfobest.com>
Fri, 17 Jun 2016 10:06:10 +1000
img-160616232827-0001.pdf (581.96 kB); ATT00001.htm (168 bytes)

G'day Simon here's the letter , regards Daryl
Sent from my iPad
Begin forwarded message:
From: "Nicole Hatton" <Nicole.Hatton@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
To: "Daryl Maguire" <Daryl.Maguire@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Subject: Letter to Mr Li Ho Yuen
Do you want me to mail original as well or is this being emailed only?
Nicole Hatton
Office of Daryl Maguire – Parliament House Sydney
Member for Wagga Wagga
Ext: 2712
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Daryl Maguire
Member for Wagga Wagga
Parliamentary Secretary for Corrections, Emergency Services,
Veterans and The Centenary of ANZAC
76 Morgan Street (PO Box 2184) Wagga Wagga 2650
Tel: 02 6921 1622 or 1300 768 378
Fax: 02 6921 4424 Email: waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Web: www.maguireriverinamedia.com.au

16 June 2016

Mr Li Ho Yuen
East Technology Building
Ke Yuan Rd
NANSHAN SHENHEN

Parliament House Macquarie Street Sydney NSW 2000
Tel: 02 9230 2155

Dear Mr Li Ho Yuen
I write to thank you for your warm hospitality when I visited Shenzhen recently and
confirm the discussions we had regarding the formation of the Shenzhen Asia Pacific
Commercial Development Association.
I can confirm on my return to Australia I have met with Papua New Guinea, Solomon
Islands, Fiji and Samoa who have all given in principal support to joining the
Association. Commitments have been given by Fiji to extend the invitation to
Vanuatu and Tonga to join. This meeting will be arranged by Fiji in Canberra soon.
General agreement has been reached by the government representative that they
will arrange for Peak Commerce Representative bodies of each country ie Chambers
of Commerce to partner with SAPCDA and was agreed this organisation is to be
independent and free of Government influences except to assist in its formation.
In this regard I can confirm my APFG is most willing to assist in the formation of the
group using our available resources.
I am very excited about the opportunities this new co-operative will bring to our Asia
Pacific neighbours such as the ones who have already agreed to join and as time
goes on more will see the opportunities available and co-operate.
In my initial discussions the General Council of New Zealand agreed to assist in any
way possible to ensure this cooperative arrangement is a success.
I look forward to meeting you again in Sydney where we can finalise arrangements,
etc. and begin this MOD process with the countries I have already mentioned.
You

sincerely

riendship Group
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RE: Confirm - tele-conversation at 1pm today
From:

Adriana Lions <"/o=parl/ou=exchange administrative group
(fydibohf23spdlt)/cn=recipients/cn=alionsc1a">
To:
Onorina Fugawai <onorina@fijiconsulategeneral.org.au>
Date:
Wed, 05 Apr 2017 11:53:09 +1000
Attachments: SAPCDA MOU.docx (25.95 kB)
Hi Onorina
I apologise the attachment didn't come through - it should work this time.
Kind regards
Adriana
Adriana Lions
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
(02) 6921 1622
-----Original Message----From: Onorina Fugawai [mailto:Onorina@fijiconsulategeneral.org.au]
Sent: Wednesday, 5 April 2017 11:52 AM
To: Adriana Lions
Subject: RE: Confirm - tele-conversation at 1pm today
Importance: High
Hi Adriana
I have called them twice on that number and got through both times.
Their site is http://vcci.com.vu/ you can go on their contact page and contact them from there.
Also, I don't have the attachment and would you have the list of the delegation please?
Kind regards
Onorina
Onorina Fugawai
Business Development Officer
The Consulate General of The Republic Of Fiji Suite 13-14, L11, 100 Walker St NORTH SYDNEY
NSW 2060
T: (02) 9900 0772
F: (02) 8904 0376
"Buy and Support Fijian Made"
Email Disclaimer: This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for
the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. This message contains confidential
information and is intended only for the individual named. If you are not the named addressee you
should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if
you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. If you are not the
intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance
on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited. The contents of this email, unless expressly
stated, do not comprise the views of, or any representation by the GOVERNMENT OF FIJI or
the CONSULATE GENERAL OF THE REPUBLIC OF FIJI IN SYDNEY. Anti-virus measures have
been installed on this electronic mail system but liability for virus damage suffered by any recipient as a
result of this transmission cannot be accepted.
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-----Original Message----From: Adriana Lions [mailto:Adriana.Lions@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Wednesday, 5 April 2017 11:49 AM
To: Onorina Fugawai <Onorina@fijiconsulategeneral.org.au>
Subject: RE: Confirm - tele-conversation at 1pm today
Hi Onorina
Daryl has asked me to forward you the attached Memorandum of Understanding for the Shenzhen
Asia Pacific Commercial Development Association.
He thinks that this should help in answer to your queries. He also added that the intention is to firm
partnerships with each country to develop opportunities.
I hope this helps.
The second email address you provided bounced back as well and the phone number rang out,
without a message bank. Do you have any other suggestions for contacting Vanuatu re the Chamber
of Commerce?
Thank you.
Kind regards
Adriana
Adriana Lions
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
(02) 6921 1622
-----Original Message----From: Onorina Fugawai [mailto:Onorina@fijiconsulategeneral.org.au]
Sent: Wednesday, 5 April 2017 11:28 AM
To: Adriana Lions
Subject: RE: Confirm - tele-conversation at 1pm today
Importance: High
Hi Adriana
The phone number is
The email address should be apoulekone@vcci.com.vu
You can try ringing and speak with a lady called Lei.
I look forward to receiving the details from you at your earliest convenience.
Kind regards
Onorina
Onorina Fugawai
Business Development Officer
The Consulate General of The Republic Of Fiji Suite 13-14, L11, 100 Walker St NORTH SYDNEY
NSW 2060
T: (02) 9900 0772
F: (02) 8904 0376
"Buy and Support Fijian Made"
Email Disclaimer: This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for
the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. This message contains confidential
information and is intended only for the individual named. If you are not the named addressee you
should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if
you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. If you are not the
intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance
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on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited. The contents of this email, unless expressly
stated, do not comprise the views of, or any representation by the GOVERNMENT OF FIJI or
the CONSULATE GENERAL OF THE REPUBLIC OF FIJI IN SYDNEY. Anti-virus measures have
been installed on this electronic mail system but liability for virus damage suffered by any recipient as a
result of this transmission cannot be accepted.
-----Original Message----From: Adriana Lions [mailto:Adriana.Lions@parliament.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Wednesday, 5 April 2017 11:25 AM
To: Onorina Fugawai <Onorina@fijiconsulategeneral.org.au>
Subject: RE: Confirm - tele-conversation at 1pm today
Good morning Onorina
Thank you for your email.
I am waiting on some information from Daryl regarding the delegation details. I will get them to you as
soon as possible.
Thank you for the contact details for the Vanuatu Chamber of Commerce. The email address you
provided has bounced back - can you confirm that this is the correct address?
Also, are you able to advise if there are any other codes I need to use to call the Vanuatu phone
number you have provided?
Thank you.
Kind regards
Adriana
Adriana Lions
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
(02) 6921 1622
-----Original Message----From: Onorina Fugawai [mailto:Onorina@fijiconsulategeneral.org.au]
Sent: Wednesday, 5 April 2017 11:13 AM
To: Anna Raratabu; Adriana Lions
Subject: RE: Confirm - tele-conversation at 1pm today
Importance: High
Hi Adriana
Looking forward to receiving the information on delegation as I need to lock in these meetings as soon
as possible.
I will be away from the office tomorrow and return on Friday morning.
We were also asked to provide you details for the Vanuatu Chamber of Commerce and contact details
are as follows:
Contact Name: Astrid Poulekone
Email: a.poulekone@vcci.com.vu
Telephone No:
Kind regards
Onorina
Onorina Fugawai
Business Development Officer
The Consulate General of The Republic Of Fiji Suite 13-14, L11, 100 Walker St NORTH SYDNEY
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NSW 2060
T: (02) 9900 0772
F: (02) 8904 0376
"Buy and Support Fijian Made"
Email Disclaimer: This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for
the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. This message contains confidential
information and is intended only for the individual named. If you are not the named addressee you
should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if
you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. If you are not the
intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance
on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited. The contents of this email, unless expressly
stated, do not comprise the views of, or any representation by the GOVERNMENT OF FIJI or
the CONSULATE GENERAL OF THE REPUBLIC OF FIJI IN SYDNEY. Anti-virus measures have
been installed on this electronic mail system but liability for virus damage suffered by any recipient as a
result of this transmission cannot be accepted.
-----Original Message----From: Anna Raratabu
Sent: Wednesday, 5 April 2017 10:28 AM
To: Adriana Lions <Adriana.Lions@parliament.nsw.gov.au>
Cc: Onorina Fugawai <Onorina@fijiconsulategeneral.org.au>
Subject: RE: Confirm - tele-conversation at 1pm today
Hi Adriana,
During tele-conference between MP Maguire and Mr Khan, Mr Maguire mentioned he would send
across more information about the delegation he is bringing and proposed items for discussion so we
can secure a meeting with Fiji Chamber of Commerce and PIPSO. And I have to follow up on this info
with you.
Thank you again Adriana and looking forward to receive those Info at the earliest.
Kind regards
Anna
Fiji Consulate General
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Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development
Association
Memorandum of Understanding

1. Principle and Core Value
The principle of Shenzhen Asia Pacific Commercial Development Association
(SAPCDA) is to engage to developing countries to promote the commerce
and trade as well as charitable projects.
The Parties agree to the following principles for the relationship:


Trust based relationship – a partnering relationship built on each party
working the basis of trust, respect and understanding.



No surprises approach – a partnering relationship built on each party
behaving with integrity and in good faith, with appropriate knowledge and
information sharing.



Open communication – a partnering relationship built on each party
discussing issues openly, being open to constructive feedback, and
understanding and respecting each other’s knowledge, expertise,
operating environment, and capabilities.



Flexible – a partnering relationship built on each party taking an open
approach on differences of views and opinions and being flexible
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regarding the resolution of any issues which may arise.

2. General Agreements
The basic agreements of operation include:


SAPCDA consists of successful business men, women and companies,
who look forward to investing in Asia Pacific countries in sectors including
tourism, real estate, mineral resources, ocean resources, as well as the
generosity donate to charitable organization.



Nation members have responsibility to share the potential investment
projects, list of resources, needs of community and special projects of
charitable nature that SAPCDA can assist to fund. Identify and
communicate any future trends, developments in the Local area.



SAPCDA has full responsibility and voting right to review and select the
worthwhile projects that nation members submit. SAPCDA makes
decision base on the amount of fund required, return of investments, risks
of investments etc. For charitable projects, decision will be based on the
priority of urgency, influence to the community, amount of fund required.



There is no expectation of contribution by any of the nations invited to be
members of SAPCDA. Nation membership will be in honorary capacity



SAPCDA will review all investment and charitable projects annually, a
comprehensive financial report will be presented to the board and nation
members representative
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3. Code of Conduct
SAPCDA and its nation members agree to:



Endeavour to work together on all issues where it is agreed the
community will benefit from a collaborative approach in a supportive
manner.



Make every effort to accommodate, acknowledge or fairly represent any
dissenting view between the Parties.



Agree to act co-operatively and in good faith on issues of information and
disclosure. Innovations, operational actions, discussions and confidential
commercial information must not be shared with any third parties without
the approval of both Parties. However, information in the public domain
may be further distributed among usual channels and networks.



Acknowledge each Parties unique accountabilities and responsibilities.



Agree to investigate joint initiatives and opportunities between the two
Parties. These may involve other parties where appropriate.



In the case of disagreement and following consultation in good faith,
nothing in this MOU shall prevent the Parties from making decisions in
their own interests. At times, both Parties will agree to disagree.
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4. Signature and Stamp

_____________________________
_____________________________
Daryl Maguire
Hon. President of SAPCDA

Li Ming Hao
Chairman of SAPCDA

_____________________________
_____________________________
XXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

_____________________________
_____________________________
XXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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_____________________________
_____________________________
XXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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Mr Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga

NSW

GOVERNMENT

Parliamentary Secretary for Corrections, Emergency Services,
Veterans and The Centenary of ANZAC

16 June 2016

Ms Shu Zhen Tong
Chairman
Fujian Wang Guo Trading Co. Ltd
136 East Road
City Century Square office Building A#307
Fuzhou, JiangsuSun

Dear Ms Tong
I understand you have been in discussion with Mr William Luong, from Australia and China
Beverages Food and Health Supplement Products Association Pty Ltd located at Suite
3702, Level 27, MLC Centre, 19 Martin Place, Sydney to supply Australian Products in
China.
In December 2015 the China-Australia Free Trade Agreement commenced and with
Australian pollution free food and first class produce the continuation of these discussions
would be beneficial to both the Australia and China Beverage Food and Health Supplement
Products Association and Fujian Wang Guo Trading Co
I extend to you an invitation to continue those discussions with Mr Luong in Australia.

Yours sincerely

Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
Chairman - NSW Parliament Asia Pacific Friendship Group

Phone: (61 2) 6921 1622
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Correspondence from Daryl Maguire MP
Adriana Lions <"/o=parl/ou=exchange administrative group
(fydibohf23spdlt)/cn=recipients/cn=alionsc1a">
To:
@gmail.com
Date:
Fri, 31 Mar 2017 16:45:45 +1100
Attachments: DOC310317-001.pdf (648 kB)
From:

Good afternoon Minister
Please see attached.
Kind regards
Adriana
Adriana Lions
Electorate Officer for
Daryl Maguire MP
Member for Wagga Wagga
waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
(02) 6921 1622
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Maguire
Member for Wagga Wagga
Parliamentary Secretary for the Centenary of ANZAC,
Counter Terrorism, Corrections and Veterans.
76 Morgan Street (PO Box 2184) Wagga Wagga 2650
Tel: 02 6921 1622 or 1300 768 378
Fax: 02 6921 4424 Email: waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Web: www.maguireriverinamedia.com.au

Hon. Jimson F. Tanangada
Minister
Ministry of Rural Development

Emai 1:

Re:

Parliament House Macquarie Street Sydney NSW 2000
Tel: 02 9230 2155

@ginail.coin

Invitation to join a meeting with the Shenzen Council for the Promotion of Asia
Pacific Commerce and Trade

Dear Minister
After meeting in the Solomon Islands and subsequent emails and phone calls, I now write to
officially invite you and a small delegation to meet in Suva, Fiji, arriving on the afternoon of
Sunday 9 April 2017, to further discussions about the formation of the Shenzen Trade Group.
In my capacity as Honorary Chairman I have arranged for a delegation from Shenzen to travel to
Fiji, Samoa, Tonga and Vanuatu with the aim of formalising agreements for them to participate.
Fiji have already signed the Memorandum of understanding and the expectation at the
culmination of this visit is that all countries will join.
As has been explained, there is no cost to the Solomon Islands or any other country to take part.
The terms and conditions I’ve already given to you. I believe this is an outstanding opportunity
for Pacific Island countries to engage in commerce and trade with our largest Asian neighbour
and enjoy common benefits in commerce, trade, culture exchange, innovation and agricultural
advances.
The Association will cover your delegation’s accommodation costs whilst in Fiji attending the
meeting. We will arrange your accommodation upon confirmation of your attendance.
I look forward to your prompt reply and to meeting again.

DARYL MAGUIRE MF *
C/armai/WsW
rmaiJWSW Paifiamfnt
Pailiamlnt Asia Pacific Friendship Group

1 March 2017
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RECORD OF TELEPHONE INTERVIEW BETWEEN INVESTIGATOR PAUL
GRAINGER, INVESTIGATOR ANDREW BROWNING AND CHAD WILSON ON
6TH MARCH, 2019.
TIME:

2:14PM

PRESENT:

PAUL GRAINGER
ANDREW BROWNING
CHAD WILSON

GRAINGER:

This is an electronic record of interview between Paul Grainger of
the New South Wales ICAC and Mr Chad Wilson. I’m currently in
the Commission’s offices in Elizabeth Street in Sydney and Mr
Wilson is in Adelaide. The time by my watch is 11:14 – sorry
14:14PM, 2:14PM Sydney time, and the date is the 6th of March,
2019. This interview is being conducted via a phone link. Other than
myself there are three other people take – sorry two other people
taking part in the conversation. And so the transcribers can identify
voices Chad can I ask you to state your full name please?

WILSON:

Chad Hugh Wilson.

GRAINGER:

And Andrew.

BROWNING:

Andrew Browning, Investigator ICAC.

GRAINGER:

Okay. So Chad there’s another ICAC officer here with me in the
room. Chad just to put on record a couple of things I told you
beforehand do you agree that I told you that this interview will form
part of the Commission’s evidentiary holdings and it may – may
later be used in evidence?

WILSON:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And you’ve indicated to me that if you are to be called to give
evidence or are required to provide a statement you would like a
transcript of this call.

WILSON:

Correct, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Thank you Chad. Now Chad the Commission’s is conducting an
investigation into the former member for Wagga Wagga in New
South Wales, Mr Daryl Maguire to determine whether Mr Maguire
has improperly used his public office to gain a benefit for himself
and others. Now we understand you were contacted by Mr Maguire
after a referral from Malcom Brown in Canberra. Now can you just
go through me your re – recollection of what occurred?

WILSON:

It was actually Malcom Roberts.

GRAINGER:

Malcom Roberts sorry yes.

WILSON:

From APPEA.
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GRAINGER:

Ehm.

WILSON:

Well all that – all that occurred was that at a time Malcom Roberts
had sent me the technical presentation.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

WILSON:

After I received the technical presentation Mr Daryl Maguire sent an
email, a copy which you sent to me.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

WILSON:

And then from there it was – I replied to Mr Daryl Maguire, that
we’d take a look at it and contact him to work out a suitable time to
discuss if basically if we find out it was worthwhile.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Now Chad just so I can identify them for the record, the
email from Mr Maguire to you, is it the email sent on the 12th of June
2018 at 6:27PM?

WILSON:

Correct yeah.

GRAINGER:

And it’s introduction by Malcom Roberts, exclamation mark, new
technology?

WILSON:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Okay. And you said there was a, prior to this, Mr Roberts had sent
you a – a technical presentation?

WILSON:

Correct.

GRAINGER:

What was that technical presentation, what actually did it entail?

WILSON:

Ah so it was a PDF of their technology that they had I’m guessing
that – I guess –I won’t guess, but he’s got that – it’s a technology for
enhanced oil recovery.

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

WILSON:

That – that he’d received while at the EP event and he’d forwarded
that on as a possible technology we might be interested in as
somebody that performs enhanced oil recovery.

GRAINGER:

Did the presentation indicate who the technology was being – who
was the owner of that technology?

WILSON:

Ah – ah Petroleum Coal Limited is what the name of the company
was.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Have you heard of a company called JunLun Petroleum
Chinese Company?

WILSON:

Ah not – not really, I think. No.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Now you’ve indicated that you received this and then you
received a – a email from Mr Maguire, which we discussed and you
responded shortly thereafter, is that right?
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WILSON:

Ah I can tell you when I responded, the exact date. So responded
June 13th, 2018.

GRAINGER:

Ehm. And is that 12:56PM?

WILSON:

12:26.

GRAINGER:

‘26 okay.

WILSON:

Well yep probably ‘56 on New South Wales time yeah –

GRAINGER:

Wales time, yes. And you in - in – in the same email I have before
me it reads, “Daryl I – Daryl, Damien Mavr – Mavroudis copied is a
lead –

WILSON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- for EOR at Santos please (UNINTELLIGIBLE) contact him
directly to work out a suitable time to discuss.

WILSON:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

(UNINTELLIGIBLE) that right. Did you talk to Damien about this
at all?

WILSON:

No I haven’t.

GRAINGER:

Okay, so in essence basically you referred the matter to Damien and
that was the end of your involvement?

WILSON:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Okay have you heard from Mr Maguire since at all?

WILSON:

No.

GRAINGER:

Okay. With – do you – have – have you ever actually spoken to Mr
Maguire?

WILSON:

No.

GRAINGER:

No. Alright, now is – is Damien still employed at Santos?

WILSON:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Okay. Alright I – I’ll get into that later. The presentation that Mr
Maguire sent you – oh sorry Mr Roberts sent you, did you forward
that to anyone else?

WILSON:

Ah just to Damien.

GRAINGER:

Okay, alright. Do you actually still have that email Chad?

WILSON:

Yeah, I have the presentation yeah -

GRAINGER:

Alright.

WILSON:

- and the email somewhere.

GRAINGER:

Would you be able to forward that to me please?

WILSON:

I can yeah.
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GRAINGER:

Okay. Um Chad that is all I had to canvass with you actually so is there
anything else you think may relevant to our investigation?

WILSON:

Well I guess from a capital – like a money standpoint, and if work ever
happened all the – all the capital works funnelled through me for this
type of activity and –

GRAINGER:

Ehm.

WILSON:

- we’ve never spent any money on this or –

GRAINGER:

Okay.

WILSON:

- I don’t think – I don’t think anything ever came of it, but you’d have
to talk to Damien on –

GRAINGER:

Damien.

WILSON:

- if he had any contact or not.

GRAINGER:

Alright I will. Excellent. Thank you Chad for your time, I’ll finalise
this interview now. I’ll finalise the recording and –

BROWNING:

Statement – do a statement.

GRAINGER:

- and what I might do is just trans – if you – no – if you have no
objection I might just transfer this into a brief statement for you to
consider, which you’ll save having to have this interview transcribed.
You happy to do that?

WILSON:

Sure.

GRAINGER:

And one other thing, I met – I neglected to ask you - your date of birth.

WILSON:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And what’s that?
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WILSON:
25

GRAINGER:

– you need that now?
Yes please.

WILSON:
GRAINGER:

Okay and what is the best contact number for you? This number?

WILSON:

No it’d be probably the one I included on that original email.

GRAINGER:

Okay no problems at all. I can – I can deal with that. I’ll just finalise
the interview now, the time is 2:21PM Sydney time.

30

INTERVIEW CONCLUDED
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RECORD OF INTERVIEW BETWEEN SENIOR INVESTIGATOR PAUL
GRAINGER AND CHIEF INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX OF THE INDEPENDENT
COMMISSION AGAINST CORRUPTION AND PETER WOOD AT 137
FERNLEIGH ROAD WAGGA WAGGA ON 12 DECEMBER 2018
TIME:

2:37PM

PRESENT:

SENIOR INVESTIGATOR PAUL GRAINGER
CHIEF INVESTIGATOR TIM FOX
PETER WOOD

GRAINGER:

This an electronic and rendered record of interview between Mr Peter
Wood and Paul Grainger, uh, being conducted at the business premises of
Mr Wood at 137 Fernleigh Street -

WOOD:

Road, Wagga.

GRAINGER:

- Road, Wagga. The time is now 2.37pm on the 12th of December 2013.
Other than myself there are two other people present, and for the
purposes of voice ID I'll ask them to state their name, starting with you,
Peter.

WOOD:

Peter Wood.

GRAINGER:

Tim?

FOX:

Tim Fox.

GRAINGER:

Thank you. Peter, have you given your consent to have this interview
recorded?

WOOD:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

But what I'll ask you to do is state your full name - any - all your given
names. So Peter.

WOOD:

Peter James Wood.

GRAINGER:

Your date of birth?
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Your residential address.
Wagga.
And your best contact number.

WOOD:
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GRAINGER:

Thank you, Peter. Do you agree that I advised you prior to the
commencement of this interview that this was a voluntary process?

WOOD:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And do you agree I advised you that you're under no compulsion to take
part or answer any questions I put to you?

WOOD:

Yeah, I agree.

GRAINGER:

Do you agree that I advised you that the evidence, sorry- the interview
may – sorry will form part of the Commissioner's holdings and may be
used in evidence in whatever ma- way the Commissioner deems fit later
on? It could be a public inquiry. No determination has been made what
is gonna happen yet.

WOOD:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Do you understand that?

WOOD:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you agree that I advised you that pursuant to the ICAC Act, it is
a criminal offence to deliberately provide false or misleading information
to an officer of the Commission performing their function under the Act?
Any information you provide in this interview needs to be true and
correct to the best of your knowledge and belief. Do you understand
that?

WOOD:

Yes, I do.

GRAINGER:

And so there's no misunderstanding, Tim and I are both Commission
officers. This interview is a function under the Act that we're
conducting. Peter, can I start with - so, so you know the full scope of the
allegation, the ICAC is conducting an investigation into an allegation that
since 2012 the former member for Wagga Wagga - and this is Daryl
Maguire - engaged in conduct that involved a breach of public trust by
using his public office, involving his duties as a member of the New
South Wales Parliament, and the use of Parliamentary resources to
improperly gain a benefit for himself, a company for himself - a company
named as G8way International and any associated persons. Do you
understand that?

WOOD:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Now, Peter, can I ask you a bit of background just to, to understand. Are
you - the business is called Creative Business Furniture?

WOOD:

Yes, correct.

GRAINGER:

Are you one of the Directors of that company?

WOOD:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Just tell me a bit about the company if you could, please.
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WOOD:

Well, I - it all started - I did my apprenticeship in Sydney as a
cabinetmaker joiner. Went through the whole motions. Worked in the
top end, the bottom end, you know, and - then my family had a cargo
handling business in Wagga, and we lived in Cronulla and course things
quite expensive and I wanted, I wanted my own business so we really
couldn’t afford to set up at Caringbah or, you know, the costs. So my
family - my father and my brother invited me to Wagga to, to join the,
this business, which was called Wood Palettes, which is a cargo handling
manufacturing business, selling stuff all around the world, making
boxing for that type of thing, and pallets, and anyway, the industry
caught up to me and found out what I - where I was and what I'd done in
Sydney, then we were sort of forced to start the joinery business, which
we did, and that’s 30 years ago. And we've conducted a business
successfully over the years working with Local, Federal, State
governments, schools, education, universities, medical, aged care, and
we're still, we're still carrying the business out.

GRAINGER:

OK. So you provide both retail and wholesale?

WOOD:

No.

GRAINGER:

No.

WOOD:

We go direct to, to our customers. For instance, an aged care unit asked
me to go down and design - we do design, construct detail joinery.

GRAINGER:

OK.

WOOD:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And you do work for the government from time to time -

WOOD:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- do you? Government institutions?

WOOD:

All the time.

GRAINGER:

OK.

WOOD:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Are they things you require to tender for or is it by invitation?

WOOD:

We're required to tender for some, but for instance, we do all public
prosecutions work, and they asked us because of the city blokes are a
little bit greedy and don’t want to travel. They ask us to fit out the
Wagga office. We did. They loved it. And now it looks like we've got
all the work around the state. We just finished two jobs in Wollongong.
We're trustworthy, we're, you know, we, we deliver when we say we're
gunna do. Tuesday, 8 o'clock in the morning, we're there.

GRAINGER:

OK. So you’ve resided in Wagga for how long?

WOOD:

About 32 years.
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GRAINGER:

OK. And I understand you are a local member of the Liberal party.

WOOD:

No.

GRAINGER:

You're not anymore?

WOOD:

No, no.

GRAINGER:

Never have been?

WOOD:

I never have been.

GRAINGER:

You never have? OK.

WOOD:

No.

GRAINGER:

You know Daryl Maguire?

WOOD:

I certainly do.

GRAINGER:

And how do you know Daryl?

WOOD:

We - when Daryl was with Harvey Norman he - we, we struck up a
friendship and he's - we, we had trouble with the Chamber of Commerce
here in Wagga and Daryl said to me, "Well, look, they're, they're in the
red. Can, can you come along and help out?" So we, we, we got
together, we went onto the, the board, and through Daryl and myself and
the help of everybody else we lifted the profile, put 'em in the black. We,
we actually donated a heap of furniture. We made offices for them and,
you know, just a charity thing. But we were helping ourself at the time
because people saw that we were working with the Chamber, and they
say, "Well, come and give us a quote." And Daryl, Daryl organised with
some of his suppliers to do the same, which that helped them out, and
that was - we struck up a great friendship. My wife and family are all
friends with the Maguires.

GRAINGER:

So it was prior to Mr Maguire entering the government?

WOOD:

Yes, yes.

GRAINGER:

Who else was on the board of the Chamber of Commerce then?
Yourself, Daryl.

WOOD:

Myself, Daniel Donebus, a, an accountant, a TAFE teacher, and that’s a
long time ago. I can't -

GRAINGER:

OK.

WOOD:

- really remember.

GRAINGER:

OK. So this is before - Mr Maguire went into Parliament, I think in 2009
- this was before that?

WOOD:

Yes.
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GRAINGER:

Significantly before that or?

WOOD:

Yes. 10 years.

GRAINGER:

OK. And have you remained on the Chamber of Commerce inside-

WOOD:

No, no. We - when you get - when you're on this certain amount of time
it's a good idea to let the younger ones come through and do it their way.

GRAINGER:

OK.

WOOD:

New, new ideas.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you know of a company names G8way International?

WOOD:

I do. I don’t know anything about them. Phil - what's his name - Phil,
Phil Elliott. I've met him. That’s about as - I know, I know to say hello
to Phil. That’s as good as it gets. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

And you obviously know that Phil's somehow involved with G8way?

WOOD:

Yes. I didn’t know his, I didn’t know the name until you, you told me.

GRAINGER:

Yeah. OK. So prior to me emailing you for this interview you didn’t
associate G8way with Phil Elliott? Is that the case?

WOOD:

No. No, I didn’t know the name.

GRAINGER:

But were you aware of the company Gateway?

WOOD:

Not really. No. I knew he had property - I don’t even know what it is manages property. I don’t know. I knew he had that, but I didn’t know it
was G8way.

GRAINGER:

OK. And how do you know Phil? You seem to know him.

WOOD:

Through - well, Daryl. I think, I think he helped Daryl out with his
election campaign. And that’s as, that’s as good as it gets. I don’t know
any more than that.

GRAINGER:

OK. Have you ever done any business with Phil at all?

WOOD:

No.

GRAINGER:

No.

WOOD:

Never.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you know if Mr Maguire has an involvement with G8way?

WOOD:

I don’t think so. Look, I, I, well, you make your own decisions but Daryl
so, he's so honest. Straight down the line. He's been a wonderful friend
and a, and a fabulous member for Wagga.

GRAINGER:

We understand you travelled to China with Mr Maguire at one point in
time.
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WOOD:

We did. I did.

GRAINGER:

And when was that?

WOOD:

Four, four years ago, was it? Thereabouts.

GRAINGER:

And tell us about the trip. What, what - how did it come about and -

WOOD:

All right.

GRAINGER:

- what did you do?

WOOD:

OK. We, we've had trouble over the years with government changing
rules. I.e. the Rudd government coming in. They took away the defence
contracts. We lost that $500,000.00 a year. Gave it to the cities. Took
the food away from out here. Took the window, everything. All the
maintenance. Anyway, that hurt us and then State government changed
in asset management through TAFE colleges. They took the, the TAFE
colleges away from asset management, and they only looked after the
schools. They changed the rules. We were doin' a bit tough and we
were, we cooked up an idea - well, didn’t cook it up - but we thought, we
do a lot of chairs, really high quality, good chairs. They’ve got - when
we sell to the government they’ve got to be accredited by a government
agency, which is the, the AFRDI if you read that top bit.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

WOOD:

A normal person - say you wanted to buy a chair for your daughter to
study, we haven't got any cheap chairs, and if you go to the opposition - I
won't tell you who they are but, you know, people buy, buy a chair and
then they come to us and say it's no good, it only lasted six months. So
the reason why I wanted to go to China, and particularly Guangzhou
because it's a big - one of the biggest industrial centres in the world. But
I wanted to get a cheaper chair, but a good quality one, you know what I
mean. In between the, the rubbish and what we've got. Parent probably
don’t, doesn’t want to spend 350 bucks on a chair for their child. They
probably want to spend 150, 200. So and that was the reason why I went
to China. And I rang Daryl and said, "Look, I need a hand, what do I do?
I know you're goin' over there on a trade thing." He was taking Riverina
Co-op, Kevin Salmon, and those guys over. He - they wanted to buy
things to help with their business, and that’s the reason why I went. But
when I went we were at the wrong, we were at the wrong place. We
should've been in Taiwan. Taiwanese chairs are the best. And I came
home empty handed. Oh, well. That was a bit of an unfortunate trip.
My father passed away while I was away and I had to, I had to race
home. But that’s the reason why I went, and I came home empty handed,
disappointed.

GRAINGER:

OK. So let me paraphrase that so I've got it clear in my head. You
approached Mr Maguire about going to China as you knew he was
already going on a -

WOOD:

Yes.
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GRAINGER:

- trade trip?

WOOD:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And how did you, did you know that?

WOOD:

I've known Daryl for a long time.

GRAINGER:

OK.

WOOD:

And I suppose - it's a long time ago and I, and I think I just, I rang up and
said, "Look Daryl, you're goin', I need, I need this product." He said,
"Oh, we'll go and have a look."

GRAINGER:

OK.

WOOD:

And he organised everything and we went, we went to different factories
and outlets and -

GRAINGER:

Now, who made all the bookings for the, for the trip?

WOOD:

I think Daryl's office.

GRAINGER:

Daryl's Office.

WOOD:

Or Daryl or whatever. Daryl.

GRAINGER:

OK. Daryl did?

WOOD:

Yeah, because he had all the dates and everything. We just paid our way.

GRAINGER:

OK. So what did you understand the purpose of Daryl going there was
for?

WOOD:

Well, he knows everybody over there. Like, he's got contacts in trade, I
suppose. He was, he was something in a, is it South East Asian Trade
something, through the government.

GRAINGER:

Asia Pacific Friendship Group.

WOOD:

Yeah, that’s it.

GRAINGER:

Is that it?

WOOD:

Yeah, yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. Yep.

WOOD:

Yep. So I - anyway. He said, "Well, let's see what we can do."

GRAINGER:

OK. So when you went on the trip with him - have, have you only been
once with Daryl?

WOOD:

No, I went before he was in Parliament.
Commerce -
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GRAINGER:

Before that?

WOOD:

- trip. Yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. So -

WOOD:

That was 20-odd years ago, 30 years ago.

GRAINGER:

Let's deal with the one where you came back empty, empty handed. That
trip we're talking about now. With that, Daryl, you said, took a couple of
other local business representatives with him. Was that a trip that was
Daryl - I'll rephrase that. What was Daryl's function on the trip? Why
did he go for?

WOOD:

Well, I suppose to introduce people to the, the right places to go. And,
and then they would be taken by whoever. I suppose they'd find out who,
where - you, you got a compressor or a welder or whatever, and then
those people come and pick you up and took you wherever.

GRAINGER:

OK. So when you're in, what City did you say?

WOOD:

Guangzhou.

GRAINGER:

Guangzhou. Did you meet anyone in Guangzhou that you knew?

WOOD:

A bloke that used to run the Rules Club restaurant over here. By the - a
man by the name of Gordon Tse. And he's got, he's got a couple of
restaurants over there. That’s where he came from, and he went home to,
to do that.

GRAINGER:

OK.

WOOD:

And I met up with Gordon to say G'day.

GRAINGER:

You know Gordon, do you?

WOOD:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

OK. Was Gordon the person who was facilitating the trips to the markets
you went to?

WOOD:

No. I don’t really know. I know he put one of his managers to drive. I
suppose he would've. I, I, I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

OK. And so was the representative Gordon's company - I assume that
you said his managers - so I'm guessing it's a company - he drove you to
whatev- wherever he had to go, did he?

WOOD:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So was the intention if you found a product that you wanted to purchase,
were you going to deal with the supplier direct or -

WOOD:

Direct.
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GRAINGER:

- to, to do it through Gordon's company?

WOOD:

No, no, direct.

GRAINGER:

Direct.

WOOD:

Yeah. Look, I - before you came I tried to find all the, all the
paraphernalia I had on it and because I came home empty handed - I
wasn’t happy with product, I think it's in a cupboard somewhere, in the
bottom.

GRAINGER:

OK.

WOOD:

And, you know, and I had all the - and I got an email, I get emails all the
time from the people that I visited.

GRAINGER:

So when you're over there with Daryl, were you with him all the time?

WOOD:

Yeah, yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. So when you're out looking for your chairs was-

WOOD:

Yeah, he came with us and -

GRAINGER:

OK.

WOOD:

- yeah.

GRAINGER:

Went to the various places, so -

WOOD:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- has, has yourself, Mr Salmon and someone else you said went along?

WOOD:

Well, Kevin didn’t - Kevin Salmon from the Rivera Co-operative. Have
you heard of him?

GRAINGER:

I've heard the name but I don’t know -

WOOD:

Yeah, well, it's a very big co-operative. It's a, like a farming supply
business and, and I think - and I went one day when they were looking
for steel posts. It was very exciting, but anyway, and I don’t know what,
what happened there but yeah, it was mainly Kevin and I, and the other
fella, the ex GM at Wagga.

GRAINGER:

Alan Eldridge.

WOOD:

Alan Eldridge. And I think he went over - I think Daryl - I, I don’t, I, I
don’t know but I think Daryl might've organised for him to talk to some
business people over there, give 'em a talk.

GRAINGER:

OK.

WOOD:

And I think Alan just wanted to come along and have a look around too.
I, I'm not sure.
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GRAINGER:

OK. So how was Mr Maguire received there? Like -

WOOD:

Open arms. Yeah. Got - he, he had a lot of friends. We went, after I've
found out my father had passed away I was moping around the room and
Daryl came up and said, "Look, we've got a dinner with some business
people. Look, you got to come along." So, and I don’t know who
organised that but it was, you know, just normal business people.
Somebody who owned a McDonald's franchise, you know, people that
were interested in the way we do things and the way we conduct
business.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

WOOD:

But it wasn’t easy to- (PHONE RINGS) understand them. Hang on, I'll
just grab this one. Peter Wood speaking. (FEMALE SPEAKING ON
PHONE) Good, Kylie. Yep. Look, I've got visitors. I'll be down in the
morning to have a look at it. I know I'm a gem. Righto. Good on you.
Thanks Kylie. Bye-bye. Sorry.

GRAINGER:

That’s all right. The trip that you went on, did Mr Maguire go as a
member of Parliament? Was that, was that what he was recognised as?

WOOD:

I, I don’t know. I wouldn’t know. I got, no, I've got no idea.

GRAINGER:

OK. When you said you left urgently come back, were you supposed to
go other places that was cut short because -

WOOD:

Yeah, it was cut short, yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. Did everyone come back at the same time or?

WOOD:

No. They, the Chinese were fabulous. When they - they're very family
orientated and when they heard they, they - the hotel managers there and
just grabbed me and then they rang the airline and got me on first thing in
the morning.

GRAINGER:

Just the organisation for that, that trip. Who obtained your visas? Do
you remember?

WOOD:

I don’t know. I think it was - I, I don’t know. I think - would it have
been through - I, I, I don’t know. Can't remember.

GRAINGER:

OK.

WOOD:

You need a visa for every trip, don’t you?

GRAINGER:

I'm no expert, but my understanding is you can have a multiple entry
visa.

WOOD:

I wouldn’t know, but it wouldn’t have been valid because I, I went over
15 years beforehand. 20 years.

GRAINGER:

You don’t recall -

WOOD:

No, I don’t.
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GRAINGER:

- obtaining a visa?

WOOD:

No. I, I couldn’t answer that.

GRAINGER:

OK. So nothing was purchased at all over there. Do - by you. Do you
recall meeting anyone from a company called UWE, United World
Enterprises?

WOOD:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK. Someone by the name of Dan. No?

WOOD:

No.

GRAINGER:

OK. Do you know someone by the name of Maggie Wang?

WOOD:

Yes, I do.

GRAINGER:

How do you know Maggie.

WOOD:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

How do you know her?

WOOD:

Well, I was telling Daryl about the issues we've got. We've got, you
know, getting employment people, employing people. He said, "Look,
I'll get Maggie to give you a call." So anyway, she called me, explained
what she did. My brother and I were quite interested. I - we had a - I had
a meeting with her. She outlined everything that they could do. They
had a Chinese national that went - I think he went to university in
Sydney, training in accountancy. Something like that. Anyway, I went
through all the throws. We, we made sure all our Ts were crossed and
we went and got advice on what to do. And of course there was money
changed hands, to, to get this person. I think the family wanted him over
here. Wanted more experience so that they could - I don’t know how it
works but I got all the paperwork here. So we did get paid. We, we - it
all went through the government, through regional development and, we
double checked. So that’s all there.

GRAINGER:

All right. So let, let's just write this down from start. Beginning again you were having trouble acquiring someone to work for you.

WOOD:

We, we've been doing it a bit tough for a fair few years because of the
problems I told you about before.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

WOOD:

So we needed to change our directions, the chairs, the, the, you know.
We needed to sharpen our pencil and we thought - Maggie thought that,
and we thought that the person involved could be a benefit to our
business in the financial side. And she thought that he would be pretty
good at marketing, which would help us out greatly. And that’s the
reason why we went ahead.
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GRAINGER:

OK. So when you spoke to Daryl about it, what sort of person were you
looking for?

WOOD:

We didn’t know at the time. We wanted Maggie to tell us what, what she
had and -

GRAINGER:

OK. So, when you first mentioned this to Mr Maguire, the - when you
said before that he said to you "Well, I'll get Maggie to, to talk to you."
But you must have gone to him in the first place.

WOOD:

I can't remember how it happened but he might've suggested Maggie,
'cause I think she did some interpreting for him or something at -

GRAINGER:

OK. Yeah.

WOOD:

- once upon a time.

FOX:

You, you said you were telling Daryl about your employment issues.

WOOD:

Look, being a friend.

FOX:

Yeah.

WOOD:

No, no, you tell them everything.

FOX:

And he said, "I'll get Maggie to give you a call"?

WOOD:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

Had - did you know Maggie at that point in time?

WOOD:

No, no I did not.

GRAINGER:

OK. So is the first time you spoke of Maggie after you spoke to Mr
Maguire?

WOOD:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And then what happened after that? Did you call her? Did you - how did
it come about?

WOOD:

I think she may have contacted me.

GRAINGER:

OK.

WOOD:

I, I couldn’t be too sure but I -

GRAINGER:

That’s all right.

WOOD:

- but -

GRAINGER:

Do your best. She contact you. Was it by telephone?

WOOD:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Or email? Telephone?
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WOOD:

Yeah, telephone.

GRAINGER:

OK. And what - do you recall the, the gist of the discussion you had?

WOOD:

It was just about what she can do and it's, it's possibly all here. You can
have this but yeah.

GRAINGER:

All right. So what was Maggie?

WOOD:

Well, she is - well, she is - she owns Ausky Visa Solutions.

GRAINGER:

OK. Is that something you know or you were told?

WOOD:

I was told.

GRAINGER:

By whom?

WOOD:

Well, I only - when I got this it just came back to me.

GRAINGER:

OK.

WOOD:

And I only got that the other - I found it - we found it in archives.

GRAINGER:

OK. So you’ve got an email there and I'll just, I'll just identify it for the -

WOOD:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- purpose of the transcript. Mr Wood is showing some email dated 18th
of June, 2013, which is a chain of emails between Mr Wood and a Julie
Chapman.

WOOD:

That’s my, that’s my office manager.

GRAINGER:

And there's a further email dated the 17th of June, 2013, at 2.32pm,
which is a email from Monica Hao at Ausky Visa Solutions, to Mr
Wood. So that deals with the person name of Monica at Ausky. To
Maggie Wang you were of the view - from what you’ve said to me - that
she was the owner of that company.

WOOD:

I, I think so. Maybe they might be partners. I don’t - I've got no idea.

GRAINGER:

All right. And we're talking about the conversation you had with Maggie
on the phone and did you explain to her what you were looking for?

WOOD:

Well, I wanted to know how she could help us in the beginning.

GRAINGER:

OK.

WOOD:

And that’s as far as I can remember, and then she would explain to me
and then we had a meeting and -

GRAINGER:

All right. So -

WOOD:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- you explain that you asked what she could do for you?
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WOOD:

Mmm.

GRAINGER:

And what did she tell you?

WOOD:

Well, she just explained - I really can't remember, honestly.

GRAINGER:

OK. All right.

WOOD:

It's - she explained what, what she did. She's done it a, a few times here
in Wagga -

GRAINGER:

Yep.

WOOD:

- to help businesses out, and I thought, well - and I, and I may have rung
somebody and said "What do you reckon? What do you think?" and they
said, "Oh, yeah, go for it, it's fine".

GRAINGER:

OK. So did you talk to her about what she could do on the, in the
telephone call? What sort of person she could provide you or?

WOOD:

Well, I think maybe I might've said, "Well, you get back to me, you
know what we need, what we're looking for." And it's, it's all very hazy,
honestly.

GRAINGER:

Yep. Had you identified at that point in time what you were looking -

WOOD:

No, I don’t think so. But I told her that we're manufacturers, we go over,
we gave her our financials to show what we do and how we do it and -

GRAINGER:

Yep.

WOOD:

- if, if it's profitable or not, because she wouldn’t touch it if it wasn’t
profitable, apparently. So that’s what we did.

GRAINGER:

All right. So it's, you finish the phone call with Maggie and then she you indicated that she was to get back to you with something.

WOOD:

I think so.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall what happened after that?

WOOD:

No, no I don’t.

GRAINGER:

OK. You indicated you met with Maggie at some point in time.

WOOD:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And, and when was that?

WOOD:

She came - I think she came to Wagga and we sat and chat, chatted.

GRAINGER:

So did Maggie come by herself?

WOOD:

Yes, I, yes, yes.

GRAINGER:

Yes?
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WOOD:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And what was the discussion? Was that here in your office -

WOOD:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- or somewhere else?

WOOD:

Yeah, I think it was in the office, strike, so much goes on around here. I look, I, I haven't even been through all of this. It might even be in here
somewhere.

GRAINGER:

That’s all right. We can, we can deal with the documents when we come
to it. I was trying to sort of illicit your recollection of the events and we
can fill out with documents afterwards.

WOOD:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

OK. It's possibly came here?

WOOD:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And you're certain Maggie (UNDECIPHERABLE)

WOOD:

Yeah, I'm pretty sure she did come here.

GRAINGER:

OK. Maggie was by herself?

WOOD:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And do you remember the, the, the gist of the conversation that point in
time?

WOOD:

No, I don’t. No, not at all.

GRAINGER:

Did Maggie explain to you what she did?

WOOD:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

And what do you remember up until today?

WOOD:

Well, not a great deal. She says she places people. And that’s about as I suppose she places people where she - the right person into the right
place I, I, I -

GRAINGER:

OK.

WOOD:

- I think.

GRAINGER:

All right. So your underlying problem was the lack of business, I
suppose, putting it -

WOOD:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- one, one way.
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WOOD:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And you were looking at some point in time, at this point in time to try
and branch out into new endeavours. You’ve indicated that perhaps a, a
line of product that was more -

WOOD:

That goes along with our products.

GRAINGER:

- cost effective that -

WOOD:

Yes, yep.

GRAINGER:

- goes along with your products.

WOOD:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And was the view of that to import that from China or for you to
manufacture it, or what was the view?

WOOD:

Well, we've been buying off people that supply to us from China,
Taiwan, wherever.

GRAINGER:

OK.

15

WOOD:

And you're, you're looking at things all the time, like that chair, you
know. But I've come to the conclusion, let the people know, that know
what they're doing, supply you the right - and we can see - I can show
you things later that, that mean exactly that. Give it to the people who,
who know what they're doing.

20

GRAINGER:

OK. So your - the structure of your office at this point in time is yourself
and your brother.

WOOD:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

You’ve indicated there was an officer manager.

WOOD:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And what other staff do you have?

WOOD:

At times we have three or four out in the workshop.

GRAINGER:

OK. So who looks, who looks after your bookkeeping and that type of
thing? Your office manager?

WOOD:

The office manager does the bookkeeping but we have an accountant that
does our financials at the end of the year.

GRAINGER:

End of the year.

WOOD:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

And which company is that?

WOOD:

Bush and Campbell.
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GRAINGER:

So you’ve had the meeting with Maggie. What's the next thing you
remember after that?

WOOD:

Gee, it's a long time ago. Well, I know that she sent us all the forms and
everything and we, we filled it out, it went through, went through
regional development, went through the right channels in the
government, the Department of Immigration and Citizenships. It was - I
think it was signed off by somebody in regional development. There was
emails coming back and forwards, you know, to say this is what, what's
happening and da, da, da. [31:08]

GRAINGER:

OK. Were those emails from Maggie or from Monica?

WOOD:

Mon- Moniica.

GRAINGER:

Monica?

WOOD:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Did you ever meet Monica?

WOOD:

I did.

GRAINGER:

OK. Where'd you meet Monica?

WOOD:

I was in Sydney and I think they’re at Earlwood or somewhere like that.

GRAINGER:

Eastwood.

WOOD:

Eastwood? Nuh I went out had a look at their operation. They explained
a few things.

GRAINGER:

All right.

WOOD:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

So was that before or after you met Maggie the first time?

WOOD:

Well after.

GRAINGER:

Well after?

WOOD:

Yeah, yeah.

GRAINGER:

You indicated before that you had provided Maggie with some
paperwork about financials?

WOOD:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

So in the timeline of events, was that after you met Maggie for the first
time?

WOOD:

It would be after.

GRAINGER:

And before you met Monica?
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WOOD:

I think, yeah, I think so.

GRAINGER:

OK.

WOOD:

Couldn’t be sure but I think it was.

GRAINGER:

Other than the financial information - so when you say you provided
financials, what was it you provided them?

WOOD:

It was just our, our profit and loss.

GRAINGER:

OK.

WOOD:

I presume. I, I think it's just what we normally do. We have a profit and
loss statements. Financial report.

GRAINGER:

OK. You gave her a copy of the documents similar to that, do you, did
you?

WOOD:

Yeah, we don’t, we don’t give 'em everything.

GRAINGER:

OK.

WOOD:

You know, personal things you don’t want, you know. Just the, the
business, running of the business.

GRAINGER:

Did, did Maggie provide you with a pro forma about how she wanted it
to look?

WOOD:

No.

GRAINGER:

No?

WOOD:

I wouldn’t - no, I don’t think so. How she wanted to look?

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

WOOD:

No.

GRAINGER:

So the, the document you provided them was an extract for your normal
yearly profit and loss -

WOOD:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

- summary, is it?

WOOD:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Were you asked to provide any other documentation?

WOOD:

Not that I know of.

GRAINGER:

Yep.

WOOD:

Not, no, not that I know of.
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GRAINGER:

When was it determined that the person Maggie would provide you was
an accountant?

WOOD:

I can't remember that but she did tell me, he was trained at university.
She just told me that he was trained at a university to be an accountant.

GRAINGER:

Did you see a resume or anything, or?

WOOD:

I don’t remember. I don’t think so. Final process. No, I can't remember.

GRAINGER:

OK. So with, with this person, did he actually, the person have a name?
What was the person's name?

WOOD:

Zang.

GRAINGER:

Zang.

WOOD:

I think it was Zang. Zang - good luck.

GRAINGER:

Spell it for me if you can.

WOOD:

It's Kang. K-A-N-G X-U-E-D-O-N-G.

GRAINGER:

Zang, Zang Zong?

WOOD:

Kang. Is it Zang Zong?

GRAINGER:

I'm doing my best as well. I don’t know. OK. So the first - the given
name is Xuedong. Family name is Kang.

WOOD:

'Cause it's around the other way, isn't it?

GRAINGER:

Yep.

WOOD:

Yep. Xuedong.

GRAINGER:

So you were told that this person was a university graduate?

WOOD:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Do - were you told what the graduate, what qualifications he had?

WOOD:

Well, she just said accountancy. That’s all I can remember.

GRAINGER:

So what was this person going to do for you?

WOOD:

Well, we, we had, we envisage that he would help us out with our
financial. Get him here and see where - what his capability - he's, he was
even prepared to work in the factory to help us out and learn the way we
do things, and we thought maybe - and I think umm, we thought - well,
Monica and - thought that he might be all right in, in helping us with
gaining more business, looking at different ways to do things.

GRAINGER:

Yep.
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WOOD:

You know. So it was really, it was really a suck it and see to see how he
could help us.

GRAINGER:

All right. So how was the business going at this point in time?

WOOD:

We, we were always going OK.

GRAINGER:

OK.

WOOD:

We should be going about, like every other business will tell you.

GRAINGER:

All right. So you were making ends meet but weren't particularly super
profitable? Or was your, your -

WOOD:

We've been -

GRAINGER:

Scale of one to 10.

WOOD:

It's been a - seven, eight.

GRAINGER:

OK.

WOOD:

It's kept us in the way that they we, we want to be kept.

GRAINGER:

All right. With this person, you mention before that there was some
payments made. Tell me about that.

WOOD:

Yeah, we received $30,000.00.

GRAINGER:

OK.

WOOD:

All right. And I flew to Sydney to concrete it and I was given
$30,000.00 in hand. We brought it back, we gave it to Julie, our office
manager, she, we put it in our bank account and we put, and we paid our
GST on that because that’s what we were told to do to keep it above
board.

GRAINGER:

OK. So let's backtrack a little bit there. You flew to Sydney yourself?

WOOD:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

Or you and your brother? Just you?

WOOD:

No, just me.

GRAINGER:

So is this the time when you went and saw Monica?

WOOD:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK. So just tell us what you did on that trip.

WOOD:

Well -

FOX:

It's relevant to -
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WOOD:

OK. I flew to Sydney, got off the plane, they were there to collect me, I
went out with, what's her name -

FOX:

Monica?

WOOD:

No.

FOX:

Or Maggie?

WOOD:

I went out with Maggie. She drove me out, we had a sit down there, sit
down in the office with a cup of tea and biscuit, we had a talk about what
was going to happen, and then she said, "Right, I've got some money for
you." I was a bit nervous 'cause I don’t carry 30 grand around with me
all the time. So anyway, we - and then she drove me back to the airport
at the time and jumped on the plane.

GRAINGER:

OK. So prior to you going to Sydney on this occasion were you aware
that there was going to be a $30,000.00 payment made to you?

WOOD:

I can't remember. I really can't. I know I was surprised to get it in cash.

GRAINGER:

OK.

WOOD:

I think I did.

GRAINGER:

So -

WOOD:

But I was surprised.

GRAINGER:

- what was the purpose of the, what was the 30K for?

WOOD:

I think it's just a, a, a carrot.

GRAINGER:

OK.

WOOD:

To say, look, put this bloke on. The family paid it, apparently. They
paid the money so that they could, he could come and work here and
maybe stay in Australia.

GRAINGER:

OK. So you indicated earlier on that you thought Maggie was the, the
operator of this Ausky Visa Solutions -

WOOD:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

- company.

WOOD:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

Which - did you understand they were a migration agent?

WOOD:

No, I don’t think so.

GRAINGER:

OK. So what did you think Ausky did?

WOOD:

Place people. Place- place the Chinese nationals into businesses. That’s
what I thought.
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GRAINGER:

OK. So with that company, and you’ve got some documentation from
the Department of Immigration and Homeland Affairs, did you read that
documentation?

WOOD:

I, I think I did.

GRAINGER:

OK. So does the documentation speak about visas?

WOOD:

I don’t know. It's four years ago. I, I don’t remember. I'd have to read it
again.

GRAINGER:

All right. So you have a person who's a Chinese national who's coming
to work for you. Did you form a view about whether the purpose of this
employment was for them to gain a visa?

WOOD:

Definitely. That’s what I, that’s what I imagined.

GRAINGER:

OK. And what sort of visa do you think they were going to get?

WOOD:

I, I, I don’t - well, a residency visa? I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

OK.

WOOD:

It's all changed now, I think. It's -

GRAINGER:

Yeah. With, with this person, Mr Kang - so $30,000.00 given to you in
cash by Maggie, what the, what were the denominations of the notes?
Do you remember?

WOOD:

No. Gee, I can't remember.

GRAINGER:

And how was it given to you?

WOOD:

In, in an envelope, I think. I, I think.

GRAINGER:

And whereabouts were you when that happened?

WOOD:

In Monica's - in Maggie's office, I think, if I remember correctly.

GRAINGER:

At Eastwood?

WOOD:

I think it was. Oh, g eez. Whether she gave me in the car at the airport look, I, I can't really remember.

GRAINGER:

OK. Did you receive any other money from either -

WOOD:

No.

GRAINGER:

- Maggie or Monica?

WOOD:

No.

GRAINGER:

No payment of $1,000.00 or anything like that at all?

WOOD:

No, I don’t think so, no.
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GRAINGER:

Your flight from Sydney to - from Wagga to Sydney, did you pay for that
yourself?

WOOD:

Yes.

GRAINGER:

OK.

WOOD:

Yep.

GRAINGER:

Was there an arrangement for what Mr Kang was going to be paid?

WOOD:

Yeah. $51,800.00 per annum.

GRAINGER:

So how was that determined?

WOOD:

I can't remember. I don’t know.

GRAINGER:

Was that a sum that you would've come up with or -

WOOD:

Well, I'm not too sure but that was pinned to this and I just took it off
'cause I thought it'd be - I, I don’t know.

FOX:

So just for the record then, that’s just a, from a spiral, spiral notebook
piece of paper.

WOOD:

Yep.

FOX:

And you - it says one, we received 30,000 from family to pay, brackets,
to payers. Underneath it says - is this your writing?

WOOD:

No.

FOX:

OK.

WOOD:

No, I don't know whose it is.

FOX:

Um, what does that, Our to do whatever with?

WOOD:

Probably, it does look like that.

FOX:

Yeah. To the -

WOOD:

The -

FOX:

- the day? Or to pay, probably.

WOOD:

Oh, to pay Kang $51,000, 51,800 per annum.

GRAINGER:

Is that in your hand writing?

WOOD:

No, no, no.

FOX:

So, nothing on that note is yours?

WOOD:

Nuh.
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FOX:

Where did you get that from?

WOOD:

I can't remember.

FOX:

OK.

GRAINGER:

So -

WOOD:

Might have been Julie's, I don't know, she might of spoken to some of
them.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, with Mr Kang, did he actually come and work here?

WOOD:

No, he didn't even turn up.

GRAINGER:

OK.

WOOD:

We waited and waited, and we rang Maggie and said, "What's going on?"
She said, I can't remember what she said, but, and he, she said, "Well, he
may not." And that's when I thought, "What, what's going on here?"

GRAINGER:

OK. He's never worked here?

WOOD:

No, never.

GRAINGER:

Never come to Wagga?

WOOD:

Nuh.

GRAINGER:

Not - do you know?

WOOD:

Not, not that I know of.

GRAINGER:

OK. So, were you asked to provide documentation later on, indicating
that he did actually come to work?

WOOD:

No, definitely not.

GRAINGER:

So, what ultimately happened?

WOOD:

He did, just didn't turn up, and that's the end of the story.

GRAINGER:

Did you ask Maggie what to do with the 30K?

WOOD:

I think, uh, we did. I think we did.
where is this bloke?”

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

WOOD:

You know.

GRAINGER:

Did you give the $30,000 back to her?

WOOD:

No, she didn't want it back.

GRAINGER:

And, who had a conversation with her?
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WOOD:

Oh, it would have been me.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm. Did you mention it to Daryl?

WOOD:

I would of told him what's happened.

GRAINGER:

Yeah.

WOOD:

And I can't remember what he's - what he said.

GRAINGER:

Right. Did you think this all was a bit, was all a bit strange?

WOOD:

Well, I did, very strange. But then I, then you sort of try and put two and
two together, and you think, Well is this the way of getting the nationals
out here to get this thing from the government, and then they can do
whatever they like, or what? This is what I don't understand.

GRAINGER:

Was it ever the case that you were told that this person was never, ever
going to come and work for you, and it was a - for want of a better word,
a ruse to show that they would?

WOOD:

No. Nuh - oh, no, I don't think so.

GRAINGER:

You don't sound a hundred percent confident.

WOOD:

No, I'm not, I'm not a hundred percent - this is - it's all a bit of blur,
actually, it's -

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

FOX:

Did you ever put Mr Kang on the payroll?

WOOD:

No, definitely not.

FOX:

So - and, so, were any payments made by this company, or any other
company associated with you, to Mr Kang -

WOOD:

No.

FOX:

- or Ausky Solutions -

WOOD:

No.

FOX:

- or Maggie Wang, or anyone?

WOOD:

No.

FOX:

So, the net situation is, you got $30,000 for nothing.

WOOD:

Mmm, exactly.

FOX:

How did you account for the $30,000, 'cause you said you paid GST, so
how did -

WOOD:

Yeah.
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FOX:

- so how did you account for that?

WOOD:

I don't - it would have been, the accountant would have allocated it to
something, and I don't know.

FOX:

OK.

GRAINGER:

Just bear with me a second, sorry.

FOX:

Can you pinpoint the, the day that you went to - so, do you have a record
of that somewhere, the day you flew to Sydney?

WOOD:

Mmm, look, it would be, it’s four years, it would be in the archives
somewhere, I would, I -

FOX:

OK. So, it was a day trip, so you got on the -

WOOD:

Yeah, got on - I came home in a day.

FOX:

Qantas?

WOOD:

Rex.

FOX:

Got the, got the first flight - Rex.

WOOD:

Rex -

FOX:

OK.

WOOD:

- Rex, I think.

FOX:

OK. So, there and back in a day?

WOOD:

Mmm.

FOX:

So, you were only in Sydney for what, 4, 5 hours?

WOOD:

Few hours, yeah.

FOX:

And so literally, you got there, you got picked up by Maggie, at the -

WOOD:

Yeah.

FOX:

- Domestic Terminal.

WOOD:

Yeah.

FOX:

Yeah. Driven to Eastwood.

WOOD:

Yeah.

FOX:

Youse had a cup of coffee a biscuit?

WOOD:

Whatever, I can't - yeah, something like that.

FOX:

Yeah. Did, would youse go out for lunch?
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WOOD:

We might of grabbed something, I, look, I - yeah, we did.

FOX:

Yeah?

WOOD:

We did, we went to a little restaurant.

FOX:

OK.

WOOD:

Yeah.

FOX:

In Eastwood or -

WOOD:

Yeah, across the road there, somewhere.

FOX:

All right. Who, who was that?

WOOD:

Which restaurant?

FOX:

No, who went for lunch?

WOOD:

Just Maggie and I.

FOX:

Right. But Monica was there as well, uh, in the office.

WOOD:

She was in the office.

FOX:

OK.

GRAINGER:

The position that you ended up, you were looking to, to fill with Mr
Kang, did you actually advertise that position somewhere?

WOOD:

No.

GRAINGER:

No?

WOOD:

No, no.

GRAINGER:

There’s no local ad or any like that at all?

WOOD:

Nothing, nothing.

GRAINGER:

Did you call the employee an apprentice, have you, do you employ
apprentices here?

WOOD:

Well, we have, we have. We haven't got one now.

GRAINGER:

OK. Have you employed Chinese nationals -

WOOD:

No.

GRAINGER:

- as apprentices?

WOOD:

Never.

FOX:

So, how far down the track did you get in relation to Mr Kang, then?
You -
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WOOD:

We didn't have any -

FOX:

Did you ever speak to him, or -

WOOD:

No, no it was all done through -

FOX:

- meet him, that, OK, right.

WOOD:

- these other people.

FOX:

So, you never met him. You got the 30,000 you made no payroll entry,
you didn't make an entry in your payroll system -

WOOD:

No.

FOX:

- in relation to Mr Kang. And, but you did engage in correspondence
with the Department of Immigration and Citizenship.

WOOD:

Yeah. All that was done through, through Maggie, I think.

FOX:

OK.

WOOD:

I think it is. But then, but then again, it's been, it was directed to this
Faye Anderson, at the Riverina Development Australia, Regional
Development.

FOX:

Right.

WOOD:

And that, she, she signed this.

FOX:

OK. I just want to take you back to one thing you said just before Paul
broke off from his questioning. You said that you, after this $30,000.00
payment, and the fact that it came to light that Mr Kang never turned up,
or worked for you in other way, you told Mr Maguire what happened, is
what I've written down here. What did he say to you?

WOOD:

Look, look, I really can't recall, I can't.

FOX:

OK. Was that a conversation that took place in, sorry, I'll, I'll start again.
How did that conversation happen?

WOOD:

Well, maybe, well maybe, and I can't remember, that Daryl might’ve
said, “Well, how, how did you go with it?” I said, "Well, the bloke
didn’t turn up”. That's probably what I would suggest.

FOX:

All right. And at that time, so four years ago, would that of been a face
to face meeting, or a telephone conversation.

WOOD:

I can't recall.

FOX:

So, just in general, what was, what - were you in the habit around that
time of meeting Mr Maguire occasionally?

WOOD:

Daryl's always hard to get onto, because he was working so hard, and
you know, if, if I, if I wanted to go and see him on, at the farm for
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FOX:

Right.

WOOD:

- to -

FOX:

So, did Daryl ever pop in here?

WOOD:

From time to time -

FOX:

Yeah.

WOOD:

- if, I needed anything. I've, I've got a lot of advice off Daryl about,
which, which direction we should go with, um, asset management, with,
you know -

FOX:

Excuse me, sorry.

WOOD:

- defence and all that sort of stuff, these problems that -

FOX:

Right.

WOOD:

- I did explain before.

FOX:

Yeah.

WOOD:

You know, it wasn't just friendship, it was a professional sort, type of
thing too.

FOX:

Sure. So, but this conversation that took place about the $30,000.00,
which would have been not an insignificant event -

WOOD:

Oh, no.

FOX:

- four years ago, you can't recall whether that was face to face, or
telephone?

WOOD:

No, I can't. I'm sorry.

FOX:

All right. That's OK. But you can't recall what his reaction was? For
example, did you say, did you say to him, “Can you chase this up with
Maggie, because I feel a bit awkward?”

WOOD:

Well, I'd been, I'd been speaking to Maggie.

FOX:

OK.

WOOD:

So, you know, she - and I can't remember whether she said, “Look,
maybe they mightn't turn up”. I don't know.

FOX:

Right.

WOOD:

I can't remember.
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FOX:

Was she, was she worried that the, she had made this payment albeit, you
say it was probably, apparently, paid by Kang's family -

WOOD:

Well, she said it was paid by the family.

FOX:

Right. OK.

GRAINGER:

Other than the, the immigration, where we've been discussing, did
Maggie ever send any other business your way?

WOOD:

No, definitely not.

GRAINGER:

Nothing more?

WOOD:

No.

GRAINGER:

Do you recall drafting an invoice for a company by the name of, United
Lift Services Pty Ltd, in Sydney?

WOOD:

An invoice?

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

WOOD:

From here?

GRAINGER:

Uh-huh.

WOOD:

Jeez, what was the amount for, do you know?

GRAINGER:

$14,391.00.

WOOD:

An invoice? Does it say what it was for?

GRAINGER:

I'll, show - like, this, I, I, I'll show you the documents. The Commission,
during the investigation has obtained, telephone records, SMS records,
that type of thing. OK. So, we be - this investigation has been going for
a while. As part of that, we've obtained some SMS messages that were
from Ms Wang's phone, to the number you, a number of

WOOD:

That's my phone number.

GRAINGER:

Number, OK. So, this message is dated the 11th of June 2014, 10:10am
and 24 seconds. It's Commission Reference Number D-1-0-5-7-2-2-8-6.
It's part of a bundle of documents under that property number. So,
Maggie to you. I'll show you this, this is a copy of an SMS message.

WOOD:

Jeez, I can't remember this.

GRAINGER:

OK. Well, I'll show you the next one.

WOOD:

It's, it's, it's looking familiar, I don't know what it for.

GRAINGER:

And the second SMS message is the one dated, the same day, the 11th of
June 2014, at 10:14:21, it's a continuation of this message, same, our
Commission Reference Number.
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WOOD:

How much was it for?

GRAINGER:

It's - Maggie then told you who to make the invoice out to.

WOOD:

I'd, I'd have to get this checked with Julie. Because, I, I, that date, it does
ring a bell. But what would the 14,000 be?

GRAINGER:

That was my question to you.

WOOD:

Don't know.

GRAINGER:

Mm-hmm.

WOOD:

No, I don't, look, I don't know, honestly. Can I take these to show Julie
tomorrow?

GRAINGER:

Uh, no.

WOOD:

Right.

GRAINGER:

But what I can do, I can send you the details of them, to ask you to check
your records -

WOOD:

Please, yeah -

GRAINGER:

- for them.

WOOD:

- definitely. We might be able to find it, and find out what it was about.

FOX:

Is it possible, that it is in some way related to the $30,000.00 -

WOOD:

Well, maybe it was at - hmm, so it was for a lift company.

GRAINGER:

It's a lift company in Sydney.

WOOD:

Maybe they're owned by, the parent, his parents or something.

GRAINGER:

I don't know. I was hoping you may spread some light on it.

WOOD:

No. We, we could go back and check it.

GRAINGER:

OK. We, we, we can -

WOOD:

If you can get us that -

GRAINGER:

- deal with that.

WOOD:

- I'm interested, really interested in that. It would have to have
something to do with the, with whole thing, wouldn't it?

FOX:

Well, that's what I'm asking -

WOOD:

Yeah.

FOX:

- and that was what Paul was asking too, because - sorry, Paul, they were
at June 2014?

Volume 27

2169

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

GRAINGER:

They were, June 2014.

FOX:

Yeah. And I'm just, hope you don't mind, I'm just looking at the folder
you've got, which is a, a manila folder about Kang, and I'm just looking
at the date. But they're June 13, some of these emails. So, this is, that's,
it's a year after -

WOOD:

June only.

FOX:

- this, this correspondence. So, the correspondence you've got about
Kang, correct me if I'm wrong, please, Peter, is all around, um, March,
June 2013, by the looks of it -

WOOD:

13, yeah.

FOX:

- without actually looking at every single document. So, it looks like it's
a year after your -

WOOD:

April, March.

FOX:

- mis-correspondence.

GRAINGER:

I may assist you. I have another text message which is a day earlier. The
same reference number D-1-0-5-2-7-7-8-6. Uh, 10 June 2014, and
9:10:07am. Miss Wang, or the person using her mobile phone number,
and sends a message to your mobile saying, "Hi, Peter. Have you had a
chance to chat with your brother about Kang? If OK, please raise an
invoice. I, I will organise a payment. Thanks, Maggie”.

WOOD:

I must of done it.

GRAINGER:

So -

WOOD:

I'll organise a payment with Maggie?

GRAINGER:

"If OK, please raise an invoice," -

WOOD:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- you raise an invoice -

WOOD:

Yeah.

GRAINGER:

- Maggie says, "I will organise the payment. Thanks, Maggie." Later
that day at 4.15pm Maggie said, "Hi Peter, Would you please give me a
call back this afternoon. The following day, at 10.10am, "Hi, Peter.
Discussed yesterday," so, it had been, obviously, you'd made a phone call
to her, on that day, "If, OK with you, would you please raise an invoice
for the sale of office furniture -

WOOD:

Oh.

GRAINGER:

for 40,341.00 ASAP details as follows.

WOOD:

Well, there you go.
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GRAINGER:

The next email is a, is a detailed, of the accompanied invoice.

WOOD:

Right. I forgot all about that.

GRAINGER:

Then you've later sent an email, and she's re- replied later that day,
"Thank you very much, Peter."

FOX:

Is, is anything coming back, Peter?

WOOD:

Yeah, it is a bit. Have to talk, well, if it's happens, it's happened. I just,
look, it, it's all, it was all like, a blur -

FOX:

OK.

WOOD:

- this whole thing.

GRAINGER:

In relation to this invoice, do you recall what I was for at all?

WOOD:

No, no.

GRAINGER:

OK. All right. I've got nothing further, at this stage.

FOX:

No.

GRAINGER:

Peter, thank you, for talking to us.

FOX:

So, just on the record, is that a file that you've recreated for the pur purpose of this interview?

WOOD:

No, we just find, found it -

FOX:

OK.

WOOD:

- and that's all it was.

FOX:

And that contains hard copy records?

WOOD:

No, co- I -

FOX:

Sorry, hard copy, so it's just pieces of paper that you, we, are you in a
practice of printing off emails, to file them sometimes, is that what your
business does sometimes?

WOOD:

No, not really.

FOX:

'Cause that's what we've got here, isn't it, hard copy -

WOOD:

Mmm.

FOX:

- emails. When was this all prepared, then?

WOOD:

I said to Julie, when, when we had discussion about this, "Can you find
something about this, this interview and did, she actually went and found
it.

FOX:

OK. Good.
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WOOD:

She went and found it, and that's how it came.

FOX:

Right.

GRAINGER:

And that's, this was part of it?

WOOD:

That was a part of it.

GRAINGER:

OK. Well, can you put that back in there. Are you happy to give us that
folder?

WOOD:

I suppose so, as long as - I suppose so.

GRAINGER:

OK. Well, that's, you're under no obligation to do that, and, and I'll tell
you now, you do not have to do it.

WOOD:

But that's all our records of the, the what -

GRAINGER:

What, what I'm happy to do is take it, copy it, and send you a copy of it.
Are you happy with that to occur?

WOOD:

Yeah, I suppose so.

GRAINGER:

OK. Well, I'll do that, hopefully, before we leave Wagga this trip. If not,
I will get it back to you, early next week.

WOOD:

Uh. Boy, I didn't know, I, I, I didn't realise I could get into trouble for
this, because -

FOX:

Well, it's not about you getting in trouble, we're just trying to understand
what happened.

WOOD:

Ascertain everything.

FOX:

And it looks like we need to look at your file, which we, we don't waste,
not take up any more of your time, not waste, we don't want to take
anymore of your time right now. We need to look at those records, in
conjunction with what you've said at some other enquiries, and then that
may help us understand. In the meantime, if you look at the United Lift
Services angle, for us as well -

WOOD:

We didn't -

FOX:

- and, and we should (UNDECIPHERABLE)

WOOD:

- we didn't do anything for them -

FOX:

Yeah.

WOOD:

- we were asked for that.

FOX:

No worries. That's what the records indicate. But once we get as, any
information you've got about United Lift Services, once we've had a look
at that, we, and we can listen to what you said today, we'll have better
understanding, of what actually happened, four, five years ago. That's
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why, it's not a question of you being in trouble, we're just trying to
understand what happened. That's why we'd like to get that, so we can
actually read it properly, and go through it -
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WOOD:

Yeah.

FOX:

- 'cause we believe it will assist our investigation.

WOOD:

All right.

GRAINGER:

OK. I'll finalise the interview, now. Peter, do you have any complaints
about the way in which Tim and I have conducted ourselves today?

WOOD:

Yeah, the questions are too hard. Sorry.

GRAINGER:

Other than that?

WOOD:

This is such a busy business -

GRAINGER:

Sure.

WOOD:

- and there's so much going on, and then you forget -

GRAINGER:

Sure.

WOOD:

- a lot, about a lot of things.

GRAINGER:

So, I take that is, you have no complaints, other than the questions have
been hard, is that answer?

WOOD:

Yeah, fine, yeah.

GRAINGER:

Peter, have we offered you any threat or promise or inducement to say
you have said in the interview, today?

WOOD:

No, not at all.

GRAINGER:

OK. Have the answers you have given, true to the best of your
knowledge and belief?

WOOD:

Yes, yes.

GRAINGER:

Peter, again, I thank you for your time, I know you're a busy man. The
interview is now concluded, the time is 3.39pm.
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Julie Chapman
From:

Peter Wood [peterwood@creativebusinessfumiture.com.au]

Sent:

Tuesday, 18 June 2013 10:53 AM

To:

Julie Chapman

Subject: Fw: Documents from Peter Wood

Regards,
Peter Wood
Creative Business Furniture
137 Fernleigh Road
Wagga Wagga NSW 2650
Ph: 02 6931 3509
Fax: 02 69311110
Mobile:
From: HaoMonica

Sent: Thursday, April 04, 2013 4:03 PM
To: peterwoocl@creativebusinessfumiture.com.au
Cc: Maggie Wang Perigee

Subject: Re: Documents from Peter Wood
Dear Peter
Just need to confirm a few things with you:
1. You didn't send us the modified version of the company chart, so we'll use the current one?
2. We can see th~re is training expense from you financial reports as follows

ff'IM9fttng
Jnlforms
Nages
3roup training • GT!S

210
75
178,210
34,485

~

f

191,7
21~

But the information you just gave us is like this:
7. Gross ecpendltU,e on training Australian Citizens or permanent residentS in the past 12 monthS:-=lndude pakt study teave, accredited tJaining CDUrSeS, n!!imburSement of studv related costs.~ d designated
training officers and the cost of fn..houSe traning.

Old the business/ organiSatiOn make anv contrtbutlOnS ID an industry training fUnd In the past 12 months?
1. Name of IndustrY Training Fund:
2. Amount contritJuted:
We guess you might have expense on training. So would you please provide the figure and the
receipts for the employees training in the last 12 months?
Thanks a lot!

Best Regards,
Mona for
Monica Yueming Hao
MARND0746350

18/06/2013
Volume 27

2174

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

Page 2 of3

Ausky Visa Solutions
1/175 Rowe St.
Eastwood NSW 2122
Tel. 612 9874 0729
Mobile:

From: Sining Wang
Sent: Tuesday, April 02, 2013 1:12 PM
To: Monica Visa Hao
Subject: Fwd: Documents from Peter Wood

Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:

From: "Peter Wood" <peterwood@creativebusinessfurniture.com.au>
Date: 2 April 201312:56:49 AEDT
To: <
@gmail.com>
Subject: Documents from Peter Wood

Regards,
Peter Wood
Creative Business Furniture
137 Fernleigh Road
Wagga Wagga NSW 2650
Ph: 02 6931 3509
Fax: 02 69311110
Mobile:

Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
> From: "Peter Wood" <peterwood@creativebusinessfurniture.com.au>
> Date: 2 April 2013 12:56:49 AEDT
> To: <
@gmail.com>
> Subject: Documents from Peter Wood

>

>
> Regards,

>
> Peter Wood
> Creative Business Furniture
> 137 Fernleigh Road

18/06/2013
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2013-02-07 08:51:37 UTC [sent]: Hi Peter, thanks for calling today. I have examined the policy again. In regards
with 'partnership' structure , it seems ok to me. To make sure your business meet the requirement, would you
pls forward me your latest BAS or tax return or financial reports so I can have a look? Just dont wanna waste
your trip to Sydney ... Thanks again Maggie
2013-02-13 07:37:02 UTC [sent]: Hi Peter, just sent you a list of documents we need by email. Very simple and
straight forward. You are more than welcome to give me a call to discuss. Thanks Maggie
2013-02-26 01:31:12 UTC [sent]: Hi Peter just heads up. We are processing documents and getting doc ready
from applicant. I will get you updated. Maggie
2013-02-28 07:29:33 UTC [sent]: Hi Peter, just wondering if we can set up a meeting? Do you have a plan
coming to Sydney? Also we can pay you then. Maggie
2013-03-06 07:22:43 UTC [sent]: Hi Peter, not sure which day you are coming syd? It would be great if you can
make it this week even weekend is fine as I won't be able to make next week from tues to Friday... Thanks
Maggie
2013-03-10 20:57:49 UTC [sent]: Hi Peter, I have arrived the airport. Pls call me after land. Cheers Maggie
2013-03-25 08:03:30 UTC [sent]: Hi Peter, if you receive any job applications pls forward them to Monica. Her
email is ausky888@hotmail.com. You don't need do anything. Pls dont reply them either and we will take care
of it . Cheers Maggie
2013-04-02 02:53:23 UTC [sent]: Got both emails thanks Maggie
2013-04-05 03:31:19 UTC [sent]: Hi Peter, in this case we need copy of PAYG group certificates for each
apprentice and copy of contract with the apprentice company. Thanks Peter. Maggie
2013-04-10 02:49:47 UTC [sent]: Got the fax
2013-04-10 02:50:06 UTC [sent]: Thanks very much:)
2013-04-10 03:52:50 UTC [sent]: Sorry Peter - the quality of the fax we received is not good enough for
immigration department. Would you pls mail them to me via yellow express to Ausky Visa Solutions
1/175 Rowe St.
Eastwood NSW 2122. Thanks Peter
2013-04-22 10:51:41 UTC [sent]: Got it in mail today. Thanks Maggie
2013-05-31 11:22:52 UTC [sent]: Hi Peter, sorry ...was driving ... Yes catch up on Sunday is great:)
2013-06-01 04:34:05 UTC [sent]: Hi Peter, we have to get back Sydney earlier tomorrow. We would like to have
a breakfast with you and your wife @830 am if you are available? Cheers Maggie
2013-06-01 04:36:22 UTC [received]: Sounds good. See you at Cache at 8.30 :-)
2013-06-01 04:36:52 UTC [sent]: Cool thanks
2013-09-26 07:31:25 UTC [sent]: Hi Peter could you pls let me know when is the best time to meet up in the
airport?
2014-06-09 23:10:07 UTC [sent]: Hi peter, have you had a chat with your brother about Kang? If ok, please
raise an invoice I will organize the payment. Thanks Maggie
2014-06-10 06:15:13 UTC [sent]: Hi peter, would you please give me a call back this afternoon? Thanks
2014-06-11 00:10:24 UTC [sent]: Hi peter, discussed yesterday if ok with you, would you please raise an
invoice for sale of office furniture $14391 asap? details as follows
2014-06-11 00:14:21 UTC [sent]: invoce to: United Lift Services Pty Ltd. address is 102/ 93-105 quay street,
haymarket. attention to john hermus, Contact number:
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2014-06-11 00:14:47 UTC [sent]: Thanks very much peter
2014-06-11 00:15:24 UTC [sent]: He is going to wagga next Monday to see you
2014-06-11 00:38:57 UTC [sent]: Hi peter, Kang just rang and said his daughter is sick today so won't be able
to make Monday. I told him I will be overseas from next Wednesday so have to wait when I am back in mid July
So no urgency now. Thanks
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2013-02-07 08:51:37 UTC:
From:
To:
Date:

491,

491]

d18d5f9eba96d217e8347a416790d05a
491"
491,
Thu, 07 Feb 2013 19:51:37 +1100

2013-02-07 08:51:37 UTC [sent]: Hi Peter, thanks for calling today. I have examined the policy again.
In regards with 'partnership' structure , it seems ok to me. To make sure your business meet the
requirement, would you pls forward me your latest BAS or tax return or financial reports so I can have
a look? Just dont wanna waste your trip to Sydney ... Thanks again Maggie
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2013-02-13 07:37:02 UTC:
From:
To:
Date:

491,

491]

d18d5f9eba96d217e8347a416790d05a
491"
491,
Wed, 13 Feb 2013 18:37:02 +1100

2013-02-13 07:37:02 UTC [sent]: Hi Peter, just sent you a list of documents we need by email. Very
simple and straight forward. You are more than welcome to give me a call to discuss. Thanks Maggie
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2013-02-26 01:31:12 UTC:
From:
To:
Date:

491,

491]

d18d5f9eba96d217e8347a416790d05a
491"
491,
Tue, 26 Feb 2013 12:31:12 +1100

2013-02-26 01:31:12 UTC [sent]: Hi Peter just heads up. We are processing documents and getting
doc ready from applicant. I will get you updated. Maggie
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2013-02-28 07:29:33 UTC:
From:
To:
Date:

491,

491]

d18d5f9eba96d217e8347a416790d05a
491"
491,
Thu, 28 Feb 2013 18:29:33 +1100

2013-02-28 07:29:33 UTC [sent]: Hi Peter, just wondering if we can set up a meeting? Do you have a
plan coming to Sydney? Also we can pay you then. Maggie
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2013-03-06 07:22:43 UTC:
From:
To:
Date:

491,

491]

d18d5f9eba96d217e8347a416790d05a
491"
491,
Wed, 06 Mar 2013 18:22:43 +1100

2013-03-06 07:22:43 UTC [sent]: Hi Peter, not sure which day you are coming syd? It would be great if
you can make it this week even weekend is fine as I won't be able to make next week from tues to
Friday... Thanks Maggie
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2013-03-10 20:57:49 UTC:
From:
To:
Date:

491,

491]

d18d5f9eba96d217e8347a416790d05a
491"
491,
Mon, 11 Mar 2013 07:57:49 +1100

2013-03-10 20:57:49 UTC [sent]: Hi Peter, I have arrived the airport. Pls call me after land. Cheers
Maggie
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2013-03-25 08:03:30 UTC:
From:
To:
Date:

491,

491]

d18d5f9eba96d217e8347a416790d05a
491"
491,
Mon, 25 Mar 2013 19:03:30 +1100

2013-03-25 08:03:30 UTC [sent]: Hi Peter, if you receive any job applications pls forward them to
Monica. Her email is ausky888@hotmail.com. You don't need do anything. Pls dont reply them either
and we will take care of it . Cheers Maggie
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2013-04-02 02:53:23 UTC:
From:
To:
Date:

491,

491]

d18d5f9eba96d217e8347a416790d05a
491"
491,
Tue, 02 Apr 2013 13:53:23 +1100

2013-04-02 02:53:23 UTC [sent]: Got both emails thanks Maggie
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2013-04-05 03:31:19 UTC:
From:
To:
Date:

491,

491]

d18d5f9eba96d217e8347a416790d05a
491"
491,
Fri, 05 Apr 2013 14:31:19 +1100

2013-04-05 03:31:19 UTC [sent]: Hi Peter, in this case we need copy of PAYG group certificates for
each apprentice and copy of contract with the apprentice company. Thanks Peter. Maggie

Volume 27

2188

NSW ICAC EXHIBIT

2013-04-10 02:49:47 UTC:
From:
To:
Date:

491,

491]

d18d5f9eba96d217e8347a416790d05a
491"
491,
Wed, 10 Apr 2013 12:49:47 +1000

2013-04-10 02:49:47 UTC [sent]: Got the fax
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2013-04-10 02:50:06 UTC:
From:
To:
Date:

491,

491]

d18d5f9eba96d217e8347a416790d05a
491"
491,
Wed, 10 Apr 2013 12:50:06 +1000

2013-04-10 02:50:06 UTC [sent]: Thanks very much:)
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2013-04-10 03:52:50 UTC:
From:
To:
Date:

491,

491]

d18d5f9eba96d217e8347a416790d05a
491"
491,
Wed, 10 Apr 2013 13:52:50 +1000

2013-04-10 03:52:50 UTC [sent]: Sorry Peter - the quality of the fax we received is not good enough
for immigration department. Would you pls mail them to me via yellow express to Ausky Visa Solutions
1/175 Rowe St.
Eastwood NSW 2122. Thanks Peter
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2013-04-22 10:51:41 UTC:
From:
To:
Date:

491,

491]

d18d5f9eba96d217e8347a416790d05a
491"
491,
Mon, 22 Apr 2013 20:51:41 +1000

2013-04-22 10:51:41 UTC [sent]: Got it in mail today. Thanks Maggie
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2013-05-31 11:22:52 UTC:
From:
To:
Date:

491,

491]

d18d5f9eba96d217e8347a416790d05a
491"
491,
Fri, 31 May 2013 21:22:52 +1000

2013-05-31 11:22:52 UTC [sent]: Hi Peter, sorry ...was driving ... Yes catch up on Sunday is great:)
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2013-06-01 04:34:05 UTC:
From:
To:
Date:

491,

491]

d18d5f9eba96d217e8347a416790d05a
491"
491,
Sat, 01 Jun 2013 14:34:05 +1000

2013-06-01 04:34:05 UTC [sent]: Hi Peter, we have to get back Sydney earlier tomorrow. We would
like to have a breakfast with you and your wife @830 am if you are available? Cheers Maggie
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2013-06-01 04:36:22 UTC:
From:
To:
Date:

491,

491]

491"
491,
d18d5f9eba96d217e8347a416790d05a
Sat, 01 Jun 2013 14:36:22 +1000

2013-06-01 04:36:22 UTC [received]: Sounds good. See you at Cache at 8.30 :-)
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2013-06-01 04:36:52 UTC:
From:
To:
Date:

491,

491]

d18d5f9eba96d217e8347a416790d05a
491"
491,
Sat, 01 Jun 2013 14:36:52 +1000

2013-06-01 04:36:52 UTC [sent]: Cool thanks
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2013-09-26 07:31:25 UTC:
From:
To:
Date:

491,

491]

d18d5f9eba96d217e8347a416790d05a
491"
491,
Thu, 26 Sep 2013 17:31:25 +1000

2013-09-26 07:31:25 UTC [sent]: Hi Peter could you pls let me know when is the best time to meet up
in the airport?
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2014-06-09 23:10:07 UTC:
From:
To:
Date:

491,

491]

d18d5f9eba96d217e8347a416790d05a
491"
491,
Tue, 10 Jun 2014 09:10:07 +1000

2014-06-09 23:10:07 UTC [sent]: Hi peter, have you had a chat with your brother about Kang? If ok,
please raise an invoice I will organize the payment. Thanks Maggie
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2014-06-10 06:15:13 UTC:
From:
To:
Date:

491,

491]

d18d5f9eba96d217e8347a416790d05a
491"
491,
Tue, 10 Jun 2014 16:15:13 +1000

2014-06-10 06:15:13 UTC [sent]: Hi peter, would you please give me a call back this afternoon?
Thanks
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2014-06-11 00:10:24 UTC:
From:
To:
Date:

491,

491]

d18d5f9eba96d217e8347a416790d05a
491"
491,
Wed, 11 Jun 2014 10:10:24 +1000

2014-06-11 00:10:24 UTC [sent]: Hi peter, discussed yesterday if ok with you, would you please raise
an invoice for sale of office furniture $14391 asap? details as follows
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2014-06-11 00:14:21 UTC:
From:
To:
Date:

491,

491]

d18d5f9eba96d217e8347a416790d05a
491"
491,
Wed, 11 Jun 2014 10:14:21 +1000

2014-06-11 00:14:21 UTC [sent]: invoce to: United Lift Services Pty Ltd. address is 102/ 93-105 quay
street, haymarket. attention to john hermus, Contact number:
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2014-06-11 00:14:47 UTC:
From:
To:
Date:

491,

491]

d18d5f9eba96d217e8347a416790d05a
491"
491,
Wed, 11 Jun 2014 10:14:47 +1000

2014-06-11 00:14:47 UTC [sent]: Thanks very much peter
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2014-06-11 00:15:24 UTC:
From:
To:
Date:

491,

491]

d18d5f9eba96d217e8347a416790d05a
491"
491,
Wed, 11 Jun 2014 10:15:24 +1000

2014-06-11 00:15:24 UTC [sent]: He is going to wagga next Monday to see you
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2014-06-11 00:38:57 UTC:
From:
To:
Date:

491,

491]

d18d5f9eba96d217e8347a416790d05a
491"
491,
Wed, 11 Jun 2014 10:38:57 +1000

2014-06-11 00:38:57 UTC [sent]: Hi peter, Kang just rang and said his daughter is sick today so won't
be able to make Monday. I told him I will be overseas from next Wednesday so have to wait when I am
back in mid July So no urgency now. Thanks
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